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Xhou hypocrj{», first take the beam out of thiae own ^ye ! 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

, NAPotEoN*s Projects.-*—T hese pro- 
.jects were, in the main, evident' enough 
before, but they seem now to rather 

more developed.-^-The Morning 

Chronicle «nd other prints, cliU the Di¬ 
vorce k solemn^rcr; and they have wis¬ 
dom to set dowtkthe people of France as 
slaves, because they suffer such'^a thing to 
take place. 'What! and is tliis, then, a 
proof that ftic French nation is enslaved ? 
IJerr.usc an.old woman is put away for thg 
purpose of Having a young one put in her 
place; btcilu.se a w*tnan, w'ho has been 
marrtecl to 15uoriap.ii r,', is put away by 
him, are ivs to fonrhuf? that tfic nation an* 
slaves? I*must here in-ort the passage.*,, 
^ which 1 a'!”'c; for, it will, aiio- 
•thcr day, hr ■.•ruusing to look back, and .?c«* 
how measures (which, iii all inini.iti pro- 
babllitv) niil be so impurtaiit in lia-ir con- 
sc* 4 upnec*.s, uere, at first, spoken of iiiFtig<- 

livno/-—“ Tin projects ci Napoicon, ami 

•' the reasons for assi iitiding at Pan’s all 
“ lliv* host of tributary Kiifgs and l*rinces, 
“ begin to be developed. 'J’he first scene 
of the drania appears to be, the long- 
" talked-of dissolution of the mariingc of 
•' Napoleon and Josephine.'' 'We havc^lVt- 
traefed a description of the form and 
"/Meaner iifwhich this Imperial |mi>- were 
".rHlsed from their marriage vows,*^and 
which our readers will find/i?g/i^’ii»(y.s.\g. 
" The farce which was ’jdayiMl for the 
“ purpose of giving somv’lhing li^cc the wp- 
“ pearatifte of a sanction to ih^? *pro- 
« ceeding, is extremely ^auskible. Napo- 
■"-leon having got rid of an old vvomsn, 
“ the next .sicp, wc suppose, will Lo tE 
" marry a young one. ThiK indeed, is 
" pcetty.. plainly Innted at in his speech 
upon this subject, in which he intim.'tes 
" his desire to have children^ who shall 
** inherit his love fot France, and so forth.’* 
—^Again, •* The solethn farce which 
" Buonaparte has exhibited in dissolving 
" h|ff*ftiarriage with Josephine, is a com', 
•* bin^ioi, (it hypocritical deference to pub- 
" lie opinion, with that real disre^w^^pf 
•" thi sentiments and understandinl^^*^of 
" the bg^r informed class of the commu- 


** nit^^'givhich the pride of power, the in- 
" toxication of success, and a temper na- 
" turally arrogant, are 'calculated to in- 
" spire.' When he talks of-immolating 
" the most sacred of his affections to^he 
“ wai*t; pf his people, and'the unexampled 
" sacrifice which he has made, he must 
entertain cither tbepiost sovereign ceM- 
" tempt far the capacities of the great mass 
" of the Fredch nation, or take a strange 
“ delight in outraging the feelings of those 
" against whose*hostility hs considers himself 
as perfectly stnered. There must, how- 
" ever, be many in France triiose enmity is 
“ not to be despised. Many who cannot 
‘ endure, with perfect indillcrcnce; that.,., 
" insult should be added to their political de~ 
gradation, though it is probable that a 
“|i;reat majority of those on whom this 
“ .solemn mockery cannot impose, will 
“ dismiss the matter with a shrug ot'«^hc 
“ shoulder, and a significant laugh, if they 
can venture so far to express their feelings. 

“ The horrid events whicli accompanied 
" tlio Revolution, the habit of submitting to 
the oppressions of the conscription, and 
" the despair of being able to better their 
“ situation, have prodtreod a degree of 
“ apathy in France which even the most 
« humitiat^g procixdings of their Tyrant can- 

" not cffectiially disturb.”-A more 

senseless set of Observations than these I 

do not recollect to have seen.-What 

does this writer jucan by. a farce f ' What 
<loes Jie mean by the ttypearance of a 
U gal sanction; Is not the thing real; 
and, as to legal, what more of legality 
can any thing have, than ha} been given to 
this divorce ? The has been approved 
of add passed by those who niBkfc"4^'S*for 
France ; and, if you call it farcical, you 
may, if you please, call those actsrfairical, 
byv,l'ich Napoleon was made F; ijicror of 
the French and King of Itlly.iF-—R ***, 
tliereforc, dowgrlght silliness, or very 
childish afTect^lioii, to catf’this act a farce; 
to's'AyVthat U is highly aniusmg, and extreme- 
^laughable.^. Men, in or.r situation, who 
can I^gh ‘at- this act,, »shich is evidently 
thfe-firerunner.of g«cat events, must be 

made of strar^^ Stuff indeed.'-1 should 

like <0 know, too, upon what ground it is, ' 
A . • 






3\ POLITIOAL |IEGIST£R.— Napoleon's Projects. ■ 

tliat Buonaparte is, upon uiis occasion, ami ha\re£<shif[ about as occRsionrcquires. 
charged with hvpocrhp. His conduct has •The bioghiphcr, to d’hom I allude, aiKd 
been pretty open, 1 think. 'His motives whose t||ouk, 1 believe, is entitled the Re- 
must hare been fairly avoweil, because he voi.urioN VUY Plutaroh, has describeduhe 
cannot be actuated by other motives tRan Empiikss Josephine as the most dissolute, * 
those which he Ins avowed. If it had been am! most iiyplous wretch that ever dis- 
the griuific,itinn of raere^passion that ani- glared the fetfiale sex’and form. ^ She is,» 
mated him, thrre noult^have been no need by tins writer, .said to have been one of 
at all for the dii^ioc. * Tltore hasjieeii no tliose, who, in a state of perfect nudity, re- 
tiisguise at ail. Notedly is the motive evi- prrseiift d, before tlie public e 5 ’’e,'the God- 
dcnl, luit if is openly and most eimlicitly , (less of Itcjt ojf; and, she is said to have 
avowed by him ; and, yet, the Morning declared, during the life-time of her for- 

ChHuficle charge? him with li^ptKris^. - mer linsInnnL, that, though she had severaP 

Next comes a mo.-.t pathetic lamtiUaiion childreif, born alirr her marriage W'jth him, , 
over the poor French nation, whose* capnei- she was /nSud to says ilirU heM^asAhe fat/tcr 
ties have Uen so contenmed, ^iid whose yir/- of neither of thru,'. I lemcmber these 
*/igi hare been so owtra^v^ in this transac- two anecdoti*; but, there are, in the 
tion. Alas! and Alas! says*the iMorniug work allu|lcd to, two liundrod, probably, 

Cbrofticio, the poor nation have been so as disgraceiul as (liise.-'l ids bo«k has 

completely' bent dpun by the mbit of sub~ been very rnucli read. has been 

to ojGprfA'/o!is, that they will hardly^ received with a greediness proporlirrned 
venture to'fexpress their feelings .at this new To the envy.of some and tlie fcar-iii- 
insull, added to their poliiiial degrada- spiral haired of others. k has been 
^tion, <ir even at xhe mo'iX humiliating pro- believed, or aflected to be believwl, J)y a 

coedit'gs of their Tyrant! -Aljs ! and great part of llioseAvIio h.ivt; tc.ad it; and 

alas! for the poor people of France!^ no small ji.ut of our diily, weekly”, 
Alas! poor people, their .sovereign has jyit and moiillily pnidicalious have bi'stowed 

away his old wife with a view to take a their sanction upon it.-Well, then, ft' 

yop’ig one. Just as if Mr. I’erry never this book does not speak truth; if we are 
knew this done before. Just as if this was now ready to disavow the contents of this 
the jS/a; time that the. thing had happened book, and to say, that Josephine is a 
in the world. Just as it the. writer inia- mighty good sort of woman, who will he- 
gined, that, by' atiecting to have lost his lieve us in future,; and what a pretty fi- ' 
«vvn powers of recollection, he would b<^ gure sfeall we make, in llie world ? If, on 
able to depriy; his readers of tho|e powers, the contrary, we .stand to what we Tiavc 

-But, pray, Hit, vehat reason have the said; if we still assert, that Jo.sephiiie has 

French people to be ofleii led at this pro- becifj^nd is, the nust dissolute and tli«! 
feeding of their Emperor? I. for my part,* iuR«ii mipioux-Avrctch amongst the daugh- 
can .see no reason whatever for tfltir being ters of Eve; if we still assert this, with 
off'endecl. 1 can see, in th'w act of liivorce, what face can w'c join the Mernifig ChrO- 
iio contempt oUered to tin' mental ca|)aci- nic'fti in/pretciiding to believe, that, in puU 
ties of the French nationr^l can see, in it, ting su;"h a wpm'an away', Napoleon has 
no outrage offered to their feelings: 1 can iasultal,the understandingf and out* 
see, in*it, nothing insulting^to the nlition, raged the feelings,” of the people of France ? 

nothing, either in the matter or manner of -is Fiardly pos.silile, but, really', 

the whole, or Miy part, of the proceeding, upon looking oves die article aga’n. I am 
huniiliatiiig, in llic, srtiallest degree, to the half afraid, that the M^m'ng Chronicle 
ErAictMMtion. On the tnntrury, I think j^as given a little into ca»r7upon this suli- 
that man’s mind must be strangely per- jt-ct, and hif^niade an fllort to induce his * 
verted, who does not pert five, that the readers to consider thistict uf Njjpolcon as 
proceeding must be grateful to the feelings irrliginns. If this be his meaning, )e£ me« 
of the E^cll nation; must be flattoring |»sk him wkit he thinks of the divivce bills, 
to the |»eople of franco, yrho will certain- Ivliich art passed it^ Finland ; and Ictme 
ly prefer an Fjofiress, young and of spot- then ask him why a divorce, bill -should, 
ks,'. tiime, to or^, of whom flip woi-yl took in France, be any more irreligious thaii it 
the In.erty to speak rather lightjy, arpi- it) England? Or, doei^ he" think«nJtbat- 
whoin an EiiglirJi biographer BSs desicribed the thing, when preiaceij by an %ct of 
us one -if tin; rnoi-i in^mous wretch^ujlrat adul^eij;, is «o intligious as when not * 
«ver'lh , il ipon dm face af*thfe earb* It pTWotmI by' such an act ? ’ lait nfle askdiini,* 

( i* ijijiu lar'.'. usto ob erve, Tiuw ovr^ove too, as he feeitis {p have his icligious scru- 
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pies on board, what he thmkslof !he cus- i 
•om in America, Vvlip.re, at any^ssizes, bfe 
may hear llie crier of the court, r, landing 1 
uptn the entrance steps, proclaim, after 

* three times ringing a bell, the dissolution 1 
of marriage bctwel*n such a man and such 

• a woinari, and that, loo? without any 
crime whalevrr having been alledgcd 
against either parly to such marriage. 
Nay, I rernwnber, when, a inarri'Jge hnv* 
ing taUen place contrary to the wish of 
fhe parents of the lady, stie vva§ forcibly 1 

* carried home, and thcie kept, until an act ! 
of Uieja idsialiiic, without tli: consent of 1 

tiiu liiisiMud, themtuiiai'e. -To 

talk, then, with ■.eeming horror, of the late 1 
proceeding in rrnice is, to say the very 
best of it, miscrabl}'- silly ; and, it has, 
hesitU'S, this very mischievous C'd'ect, that 

it draws tke public mind away from that ‘ 
view of the matter which it oinlit to take, 1 
and whiclit if it did take that view, woiiltl i 
be prep u iag ilseif for the coii .Qiiuepces. 
Insl^jad of i:lit;ctiiig*to lau^/i at the grand 
political measure 111 question; instead of 
aflecling (and most wrelclied atleclatioii 
it is) to pity the pe.ople of f'rance ; instead 
Vf thus wasting tlir precious time for re- j 
flection and prcparjiion, w'e ought to be 
well weighing the probable consequences 

of this grand stri'ke of policy.- T]^ 

project, so long talked of, and such a fa- 
vonnte with the people of France, who, 
clown to the street-sweepers, tli^ik that, 
France ougiit to command the world ; the 
project of Napoi'.on’s being proclaimed 

• J'iMPEUoK or Tiiu West seems noM^to be 
upon the eve'of being put in execuaiun.' 
The King of Holland resigns, and so. it is 
s ery likely^, will the king of Spain. These 
•two countries, includingPortiigal If cohrse, 
once well subdued ) once brouiihtjo hand, 
a»the saying is ; once renderijd manage¬ 
able and applicable to all the purposes of 
war, that war will, that war* must, all 
its terfors, he levelled (t^ainsl these Islands. 

. This is wj^t we should think about, 

and not about the kiralily, or illegalitif, 
Napoleon’s divorce, as if we, living, for 
our .sins,^un(ler a^overnment of barristers, 
were consulting whether we should not 
assail him with an informatioa for bigamv. 
The divorce, especiaijy if followed up by a 
marriage, which shaft give fair hopes of 
children to the Emperor, will greatly con- 

- tribute towarejs the establishment of the ’ 
contemplated ^Yesteus Empire. Now 
( start not, reader, at ivhat I am^going to 
• say) I should ‘not be at all .surpvfted, if, 
supposing Na[ioleQii to succeed in con* 
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quering Spain and Portugal, he were, in 
taking the title of Emperor of the West, 
to declare iltcse islands to make part of his 
dominions, in as far, at least, as related to 
title and homage. How should we like 
that ? I Jieg the reader duly to con¬ 
sider it. I beg him not to rely upon any 
thing, till he has tned its foundation, 
llgw many, and hoVniaity times, have we 
been disappointed in our hopes! How 
many limes has Napoleon bech upon the 
blink of destruction, bodily or political ? 
Still he lives, and at the close of-every 
succeedpig year, he seems twice as great 
as hewa-i at the close of the preceding 
orfe. At every peace, with whomsoewsr 
made, he gains, sfin'cthing. 1 beseech 
the reader 'to look over the world now ; 
and then look back to the e[)och*of the 
peace qf Amiens. Why, there is such a 
change in favour of jiapoleon’s power ; 
others have lost so much •and he has 
gained so much, t'lat one cannot, without 
I some time spent in the endeavour, bring 
back oije’s mind to the then state of things. 
Well, if this progress continue ; if success 
ig;ill attend the conqueror, and, if tve still 
proceed in our present course, what doe# 

I reason say, that our fate must be - 

But, are there no means of clVfctually pro¬ 
viding for our safety ? Are there no 
means, which shall enable us to say : 
ur yoifr pou’cr ? Some there arc, 
who rrcomniend peace as the only mcain 
of si\ ing ourselves. 1 have no objection 
to ficarc, in the abstract; but, I do not 
see how peace is at all to lend towards our 
' safety agiiinst the power of Napoleon; 
how* it An at all tend to rescue us from 
that danger, into which we have been 
plunged during the un-checked .sway of the 
Pittites. Suppose, for instance, that peace 
were to be treated for niiw, is there any 
oiie,*excopt,. perhaps, Fitzgerald the pen¬ 
sioned pfoet, or some such person, who 
could expect, that Napoieou would per¬ 
mit us to say.ode single word about 
6 pain, Portugal, Holland, tlie HaagrTawns, 
'Denmark, Naples, or any part of .Italy or 
Germany Is there any man,mot much 
more than half an idiot, who^ supposes, 
that he would treat withtus >bout any 
thing but mere islands and nftritinio sta¬ 
tions r Is th^re upon eai th a wretch so 
.devsyil of ^eftsc as to belifve, for one mo- 
’’^eiit, that Napoleon svould make ary 
peace* with iw, except tor the mere piii- 
po?4 of being cna!)led to prepare for a 
war. in \vdii?'h. we dioiild breathe our 
las.^ r I db not believe there is. He 
A a 
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tvAoltl muke.a peace; ay«, would he, and containiiig ftine or ten fewets, who, H was 
ask for it too; for the pride of punc- rtSpposcd, T>y forming i grand coalitiOnf 
tilio he' leaves to kings who enjpty would dpstroy him in a twinkling, in 
noddles; but he would certainly not the morning, however,»when the dopf*of ^ 
suffix us to interfere in the concerns of the the den was opened, out bounced the 
Southern Peninsula. He would not hear a cat. Wring all the ferrets dead upon the 

word from us up<wi the subject Well, straw.-^Fronf being the assailed France • 

then, what should wc'geC by such apeoce ? quickly became the assailant; and other 
Dimiimh our expcAces ? 'Ye*s/> indeed^ if^we nations, from entertaining hopes of being 
were to act upon different principles qf*de- able to j^artake in the spoils of her, have, 
/CROC than tliu^e we now act upon. Bujt, sup- one al ter anolhgr, had to supplicate bei^ 

. po|ing our present system ail to continue, ta spare them some trifle of their posses- 
how«shodd'we date to diminish our ex- sions. There remains not one nation, 
pences, either by land or sea? , tJapo- linglaml excepted; in all Eurppeetberc 
leon, who, be it observed, is never in remains not^one, except England, which 
«/y fear of us; and_ here, I cannot re- lias not been compelled to bend the knee 
‘ Irain from, taking a look at our situation to France; and, can any njan believe, that 
« in this respect; at the dr^dful odds the ruler of France will ever, while he has 
against which tve have to contend; and life, cease to endeavour to make England 

at the boniiliating contrast vtthich the state also bend the knee?-Aapaleon has, 

of England now presents when compared, and w ill have, in case of peace nor/wng to 
with her state only seventeen years ago. fJiir from us. lie ‘will need to employ 
At that time, if any one hatl said; at that nomvof bis rcsourci?s for purposes of de¬ 
time, when the grand master of talk was fence, while we must be always as much 
annually.making his display of the inex- upon the alert, as if war were',actually 
liaustible resources of the nation ; if, at .going on. He wdll, in the raeaifivhile, be 
that time, atw one bad risen up, at thf employed in building ships and in esta-^ 
and of one of the grand master’s rattling blishing anavy, and that, too, upon a scale* 
speeches, and foretold, that, under the of which none of us seem to have formed 
sway, the absolute unchecked sway, oi any idea. But, let any man cast his eye 
this same ” heaven-born” talker ^and his (k'or the ports and think of the maritime 
disciples, the English nation should be in means, of all sorts, that Napoleon will pos- 
tuch a situation as for it to becofee a matter sess; then let him«look at the last •• £x- 
of course, that the contest, in which she ’ I’ositlet him see what stupendous 
should'be engaged, should, on her^iart, be works are even now going on in our enemy’s 
a contest for exisieaee, and, on the part of vast empire; let him look at the e.xtcnsive 
France, a contest merely for conquest; if prepaP.yions which are already making, 
anyone had, at the time referred to, so 111 .Riming to the last-great object, our 
predicteri, he would have been fbt down subjtigation ; and then let him say, if he 
as a madman ora fool; he would have can, that our danger is not nmst'inimi-' 
been the standing jcat of all the pert tribe ncnt';*lc#biin say, if he can, that there 
of" young friends,” of all the swarm of could po^bly be, for England, any chance 
punsters and parasites, by wiiom the grand of^re/tose in. peace, unless our system un¬ 
talker Was surrounded. Firs{ the grand dergu u chatige.-^The peace of Amiens 

talker made war against France, in order was ilbver finished. Our ministers then 
to keep democmey in check; next he t®Id us, that we went to war again, 'because 
wanted indemtiiiv for tHh past and security me could not remain at How, then, 

for the fixture ; last, his? disciples and s«d^ should we be al)le, wiih the same system, 
cessors stre thaking W|||r fur our existence as to remain at peace when Holland and the 
a nation. The result of the combinatiffn Southern Peninsula, wheft all continental 
against Fr^ce puts me in mind of what I- Europe in short, is moulded into one solid 
once saw svth Aspect to a Cat, an animal empire, updeP the sway of a man, capable' 
renowned fifr its numbtr .rf lives, but not or wielding it for our destruction IF 
lor more lives than the French, whom the peace, then, brought no repose ; if itd dan- 
grand talker, with the aid of JD’Ivepftois' ^era and alarms* were as great, or greater 
and others, hiUi!44Bore than nine ymes. | Shan those of war; if it brought no sensible ' 
The cat, of wfaioh I was speaking, was diminution of expense, is it te be expected, 
doomed to die, end in j>rder^to save twiu-* that we cuutd long live in that state ? And, 
ble, and, at the same time, toltnrh bis car- is if net to be feared, that’ the nation,**at • 
•ass to account, Ive was toaed tnto a den, wearied, out by the harrassipg^threaia 
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uf an enemy, whom It never ciiuld harrass “ tion of all kinds of raligtotis forms of 
with any alarois’iA return, wotRd feel dis* “ worship, it honours and encourages 
poised to lend its neck to his yoke, having " them. The diSerent sects of^ Chris- 
th««xample of allsotber nations fo keep it " tianity, founded on the morality of the 

’ in countenuice ?-The title of Empesok “ GOspel, are all useful to society. The 

OF THE West ; the bare'taking of that ** Lutherans of the Fauxbonrg St, Antoine, 

. title, would hare hot a little ehect upon " whose number amounts to G,qoo, had no 
men’s minds.. The title would grow fami- *• temple, and, ftoOx \inie immetnorial, 
liar amongst us ih spite of ourselves. By “ fxercised their ^orshib in the Swedish 
little and little the desire for repose would *' Chapel# Their church has been acknou-. 
■subdue the remains of national spirit and of ledged ; their Ministers ha^e been np- 
intipathy towards the conquerpr j and, " pointed by the Emperor, and arc mayii' 
'from that state, it would be but one step t(» “ taiticd at the expence of the 9tatP.c~A 

submijpion to his sway.-Lethnymau “ Scboo| of Calvinistic Theology has 

take a calm and impartial wiew of the “ been established at Montaubaii."”- 

matter,; let* him consider, that it must be This is as mucji to be feared as an aro9y 
the anxious desire of Napoleon to conquer of !^00,000 men,! This is lopg-sighted 
England, in whith object he will have the policy. How many thousands and hun* < 
heartgof all Frenchmen with him, and in (ired.s of thousands of hearts will tbif win ! 
which object, from the joint operation Napoleon, as was observed by the Morning 
of shame and envy, be will have with Chronicle, out-bid us in Spain; and he is 
him the hehrts of all the nations he ha% fiere endeavouring to out-bid us at home, 
subdued ; Let it be considered, th/it, w'>tli- He neglects nothing that is calculated to 
nut ^le conquest or*this kingdom, Napo- advance his purposes. He leaves not a 
leon can never look upon his work as half soul ui^temptcd to join him, while those ' 
iinUhcd : * let any man calmly consider ^ who have to combat him seem as if they 
these things; let him consider how'rapidly ^re afraid of having tooi»maiiy friends. 
We have gone on from bad to worse, and Tne centest is, indeed, fburfolly unequal, 
that the last year of our progress, in this He sets all prejudices at defiance; while 
way, has been more rapid than any former they seem to desire nothing so rauen as 
one ; and, when he has thus considerer^ ’ petty squabbles about what can be of no 
let him say, what hope we have of safety, use, except it be to produce divisions, 
zmkss we have recourse rg means not hUktrto and, of course, weakness, amongst those 

tried. --We have, God Anows, beat ,yi'lw>, if united, might mar titeir interested 

wanfing in erertions. We have made exer- views.—r-Wc should, undeiT the sway of 
tions enough; but, the)' have proved to be the most wise, and most liberal men, have 
of the wrong sort. ' We have raised aftnies much to do, in order to enable us to obtain 
and fitted out fleets; but we haveuadt *a fair chance of safety. A little matter 
made exertions enough, nor, indeed, any would be* notfaii^ at ail. The whole of 
at all, towanls arming rAe fiairts qf ilk peo- the people mast have a new spirit put 
/i/r, and especially the people in ttiaUpart into them. Bat,l think we should begin 
of the kingdom, which, in all cases, must wililrdand; foj, it is iippossible to say 
be. most exposed to the attacjks of the haw soon that nation may be put to the 

enemy.-1 have lately described the state test. * Upon this subject, and byway of 

of Ireland ; 1 have lately appealed to my supplement to my late articles, relative 
i‘eaders,*as to what’the feelings and dispo- to Ireland, 1 shall insert. ^ my next Re- 
sition of the l^h Catholics, that is, in gister, a letter whicil come^from Doctok 
fact, the Irish nation, most be; and, J MtoNGE, the contents of whi ?hwe ^fcry 
need not ask what their additional feelings interesting and important. ^Tbe bare 
roust be upon reading, in Napoleon’s Ex- reading of this letter is sufficient to ton- 
peae, his sentiipents, views, and measures vince any man, that the measures, which 
with regard to religious toleration. Upon it recommends, ought to be\id<yted with- 
the subject of “Religious Worship,’* outdelay.-—l^do not think, that, amongst 
the Expose says: The* Government, in all the cirenmstanoes, iavourabie to the 
“ its respect tor conwience, has not de- views ^ N^pfileon, any one is so favour- 
'* viMed from thf line which it had traced ’^le as fhe presem state iff Ireland. He is, 

“ wit tto’ itself., Its principles, with re- we may be assured, as well acquainted 
" spect to religion, have bad theif wpli- with that state^as wq,arc. He knows, to a 
«!“ cation, this yc’ar, as in the preceoing. hair, what can* and what cannot be dona 
" It does not confine itself to the tolera- ther^. He Mbs, in his pay, persons whow 
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'sole business it is to collect information 
relative to Ireland ; and, in short, he has, 
I dare say, an Irish deparitngit oi'pojitics. 
It <vas declared in parfiamcnt, that ^here 
was a Ft'each part^ in Ireland ; and, I dare 
say, that Napoleon did not, .even then, 
want such inibripation. Well, then: let 
U8 out-bid him; let os sfr/wce his party fi'oni 
him ; let us britie them by kindniess^.lct 
u^purchase them>\ith acts of liberality 
and justice, .^iic time is now ha.stily 
Q)ining, when e cannot aflbrcl to have 
any tntilcontents; onr cause wants the 
tffiole of our people; we cannot Icii one 
half remain at huniu to keep down the 
fither half. In one,noid,4he hearts orthe 
people of Ireland must be gained, or there 
IS no hope of safety for h'nglAiid. 

" W“. COBBETT. 

BrAkt/, ^th Jan, ISIO.* 
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France. —Address of the Legislative liodj to 
the Emperor: and his Amtver, 

t 

Paris, Dec. 13.—lustSunday, thcEinpe-^ 
ror and King, being on the throne, surroui^d-' 
ed by the Princes, the Ministers, the great 
Oflicers of the Empire, the Members of the 
Senate, and by those of the Council oi State, 
received, before mass, at the palace of the*' 
Thuilleries, a deputation from the Legis- 
tive Body. This deputation was conduct¬ 
ed to the audience of his Majesty, by 
Deputy 'Ma^er of the Ccremoiyes, intro¬ 
duced by the Grand Master of the Cere¬ 
monies, and presented by his Serene iiigh- 
ness the Prince Vice Grand I'ilector.* 
The deputation being admitted*to the foot 
of the throne, spoke in the following terms, 
the Address which had been voted to his 
Majesty; 

“ Sire; Tike Legislative Body beholds 
you greater, every time it has the Honour 
of approaching your Majesty's throne. 
Each year isjfor you an age of glorj^;. 
each return your tapital, is a i'resh tri- 

uiilphp When you were at a distetnee 
frohi France, j'our genius did not abandon 
her; itvtill continued’to dwell in the cen¬ 
tre of os. On the tirst appearance of the 
enemy, Tpui*people, whom you regarded, 
from the Banks of the Danube, have fled with 
precipitatibn in crowds to the threatened 
frontiers. The enemy h&sjened.fo flee 
away, as if you had really bccn.prcsepl. 
"Your last e:fcploitB, and the. happy peace 
which has followed f^em, will aggrandize 
the territories of the Pivneesr your allies. 
Important re-onions are on the eve itf ac¬ 
complishing the system of this vast Em- 
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pire, of which they are members, and 
*tvhich regards you hufli'as its iiead and its 
founder ; but Caesar, whilst he re-assu|t><‘s 
all his power, respects those rights which 
are not his own. lie hiin.self points out, ” 
with wisdom, the limits of priesthood, and 
of the Empire.* Religion will not cease to 
lean upon the throne which lias establish¬ 
ed her, anil the Sur erssor of St. Peter will 
be to ■ us dearer and more erevered, by 
bh.ssing the Successor of Charlemagne, in 
fhe naiitg of the God of Pciici*, whose wfil 
changes the empires, but whose worship 
never eWnges. All which is atls^hed to 
you, nggrmidizes; all that seeks a foreign 
influence is threatened hyan itumediatc fall; 
we must obey your ascendancy; it is at 
once the counstl of heroism and of poli¬ 
ties. Sire, you said, a fl'.w tiays agp, that 
your first passion was the luvoiof France; 
this Word 'resouiiddd in all hearts.—This 
*day you atmouiiee that victoVy will not 
exact any fresh sacrifices; The Legisla¬ 
tive Body thanks yo6 for it; but, iV does 
not fear to be contradicted by a brave and 
generous nation, when it replies, that no¬ 
thing is impossible to Frenchmen, towards 
a Sovereign, who covers them with so miw-'ii 
glory, and who has .>.0 amply requited 
them, hy paying tlu ir sacnlices with all 
Jiis love.” 

His Majesty replied to this Address in 
the following terips :— 

“Gpnilemeiw President, and Deputies of 
the Legislative Body ;—I accept the senti¬ 
ments which you express; I know the at- 
taci^n.ent of your body to my person. 
Imnre stands in need of a moderate hut 
strong, monarchy. The present epoch 
ought to be distinguished, nut only by the 
glbay df the French arras, but also by the 
pro.spej‘jty of its commerce, the wisdom of 
its laws, ;knd the brilliancy of aits, oLsci- 
cnces, of letters. 1 liavc overcome many 
obstacles to conduct France to its actual 
situation : both myself and family will be 
always ready to sacrifice; even our dearest 
|kflections to the interests and welfare of 
this great nation. With the assistance of 
God, and the constant iove of my people, 

I shall overcome whatever, can oppose my 
jgreat designs.—I wish to live still for .30 
years, that I may 8,ervie 30 years more my 
sulijects, consolidate this vast empire, and 
see this dear France embellished by all the 
prosperities which I have conceived.” 

Paris, Dec. 17.—His Majesty the Em¬ 
peror ^d King set out at 'four o’clock, this 
day, for Trianon., Her 'Majesty the* Em, 
press Jo^pfaine is at Malmaiion. (Moni- 
teur.) • * • 
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Americ/u— President’s Message fl| ifte open- to tht'ir own ports, it should appear 

• ing qf the ikssioh t)f Congress, Nov.'J7, ** that the leiioi- of lui>'al authority has nut 
, . , „ strictly pursued, it is to be ascribed 

Mlow Citizens pf the Senate; and of to thfi anxious desire whi. h was felt, tliat 
• the House of Rc .nesentatives ; At the pe- no individual should be injured by so un- 
riod of our last Mceiiu^, I bad the satisfjc> foreseen an occurrence: and 1 rely oft the 
/ionof communicating an adjustment with legard of Congress for the equitable in- 
one of tbe principal belligerent nations, terests ofqur own Gitr/efls, to adopt wha-.- 
highly important in itself, and still more se, evejr further piprishnis may be found re- 
as presaging,a more extended accomoda- quisitc for^ general remission of penalties 
tion. It is with deep concern I am now involuntarily incurred.—tXhe retail of I'tsc 
M' inform you, that the favourable pros- disavotfud Minister haviii]^ been folxnted 
pect has been oyerclouded by a refusal ot' by the appoimnient of a suci essor, Jtufies 
the Bdtisii Government to abid# by the_ were Jndulged that the new Minister would 
act of us Minister Plenipotentiary, and by contrlliufc to alleviate the disappointment 
its ensuing * polity towards the luiitrd which had been produced, and to reinova 
Stales, as seen through the coinmuiiica- the causes which had so long etnbarrn»sed 
tions of the Minilter sent to replace him. the good understanding of the tvvo nations. 
Whatever pleas may be urged fbr a dis- It could not be doubted, that it wouid at 
vowal of engagements formed by dipio- least be charged with conciliatory expl.i- 
matic functionaries, iriltases where, liy the nations of the step which had been taken, 
terms of the engageineius, a mutual raiifi-s abd with proposals to be subsUtuteil for ilu*. 
cation is reserved ; or w here nolice at^the rejected arrangement. Reasonable and 
time may have been^iven of a'departure universal as this expectation was, it also 
from instructions ; or in extraordinary has not been fulfilled. From tlie first of- 
cases, esse1tf.ia]|y violating the principles ficial disclosures of the new Minister, it 
of equity, a disavowal could not have been ’was found that he had received no autho- 
appreheuded in a case where no such no- rify to enter into explanations relative to 
tice or violation e.xisled, where no such ra- either branch of the arrangement dis- 
tificatioii was reserved, and more especial- avowed; nor any authority to substitute 
]y, where, as is now in proof, an engage-- •proposals, as to that branch, which con- 
nient, to be. executed without any such ra- cerned the British Orders in Council ; and 
tification, was contemplated by the in- finally, that his proposals'with respect to 
structioiis given, and vviieye it hat^ wiili the other branch, the attack on the frigate 
good* faith, been carried into immediate %hcsapcal^e, were founded on a presump- 
executiouun the part of the United States.— tion, repeatedly' declared to te inadmissi- 
Thesecousidaraiiohs not having rest railed ble by the United Siates, that the first 
the British Government from disa^w^Mg •step towards adjustment was due from 
the arrangement, by virtue of which its them ; tht proposals, at the same time. 
Orders iu Cqgiicil were to be revoked, and omitting even a reference to the oflicer 
the event authorising the renewal ef omn- answerable for the murderous aggression, 
mefcial intercooi>'e having thus not taken and assorting a claim, not less contrary to 
pbee, it necessarily became a question, the British laws'and British practice, than 
of equal urgency and importance, whether to th6 principles and obligations *of the 
the act prohibiting that intercourse was not United iStates.—^The correspumleocc he- 
to be considered as ripnaiiiiiig in legal , tween the department of ^tute and this 
force? This question being after due dc- Miuistcr w'ill shew4iow ii9||^enlially the 
liberation, determined in the afiiriiiativc^ features presented in its ci^mentfi-ment 
» a Proclamation to that effect was issuetl. have been varied in its progreslf. It will 
It could not but happen, however, that a shew also, that forgetting the reject due 
return to this state of things, from that to all Governments, he ditl not refrain from 
which had followed an execution of the imputations on this, whichveqqired that 
arrangement by thjj United States, wouIdP no further communications shduld be re- 
inyolve.difficulties. Witji a view to di- ceived from faifh. The necessity of this 
miniili these as much as possible, the., in- step will be iiKide known tp his Britannic 
straictions from the Secretary of the Tiea- ^ajesty through the Minister I’lenipoteii- 
sury, jiovr laid 'before you, were trans- tiary ofthe United States in London. And 
mitted to the Coll^eotors of the several it would indicate a want of confidence due 
*^rt%, If,.in permitting British vessels to to a Governni^ht wlncli so well under- 
depart, without giving bonds not to pro- stands and etacts what becomes foreign 
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Ministers near it, not to infer that the mis* 
conduct of its own representative will be 
viewed in the same light in .which it has 
been regarded here. The British Govern¬ 
ment wtti learn, at the same time, that a 
ready attention ii^ill be given tp communi¬ 
cations, through any channel which may 
be substituted. It'will be happy, if the 
change in this 're-specH sltould be acconi- 
pani^ by a favourable revision of the un¬ 
friendly policy; which has been so long 
ftursued towards the United States.—With 
Ff&nec, the other belligerent, whose tres¬ 
passes on our commercial rights have long 
been the subject of our just remoiistances, 
the po.slurc of our iielations does not oir* 
respond sjdth the mcasmes taken on ihe 
part of the United States, trf effect a fa- 
vourhble change. The' result of the seve* 
ral communications made to her Govern¬ 
ment, in pursuance of the authorities veslQj 
by Congress in the executive, is contained 
in the coric .spondence of our Minister at 
Pans, now laid before you.—Bj' some of 
the other belligerents, although professing 
just and amicable dispositions, injuries mu-, 
terially affecting our commerce have tfot 
been duly controuled or repressed. In 
the^ cases, the interpositions deemed 
proper <<n oor part have not been omitted. 
Bui it wel! ilescrves the consideration of 
the I,('gislature, l>ow far both the safely 
and the honour eCthe American flag may 
be consrhed, by adequate provisiongr 
against that, collusive prostitution of if, 
by individuals umvorthy of the American 
name, which has so much favoured the 
real or pretended suspicions under which* 
the honest commerce of their fellow-citi- 
2 chs has suffered.—In I’elatiun to the 
powers on the coast of Barbary, nothing 
has occurred which is not pf a nature rather 
to inspire confidence than distrust, ^as to 
the continuance of the existing amity. 
With our Indian neighbours, the just and 
benevolent sy^cm continued toward them 
lias aiso|)res]i^ei1 pelce.'and is more and 
KDote advicing habits favourable to flieir 
civilization anti happiness.—From a state¬ 
ment which will be made by the Secretary 
of War, it will he seen that the fortifica- 
tmns on oyr maritime frontier are in many 
of the ports completed, a(Ibr.ling the de¬ 
fence which was contemplated, and that 
further time will be required to ,render 
complete tire works in the harboui;of Nc>«' 
York, and in some other places. By the 
enlargement of the w«rks, gpd the cmploy- 
m^at of a greater numbef of hands at the 
public armouries, the supply of small arms. 


of an imisroving qusility', appears to be 
*&nnually increasing, at a rate, that, with 
those made on private contract, may be 
expected to go tar towards prdvidiitfffor 
the public exigency.—The Act of Con- ' 
g^ress, providin’g for tb^ equipment of our 
vessels of warp having been folly Carried 
into execution, I refer to the statement of 
the Secretary of the Navy for the informa¬ 
tion which may be proper omthat subject.' 
—To that stt^tement is added a view of 
the transfers of appropriations, authorized 
by the Act of the Ses.sion preceding'the 
last, aiuf of the grounds on whicji ill#* trans¬ 
fers were tnadc.—Whatever .may be the 
course of your deliberations on the sub¬ 
ject of our military cfitablishmenls, I should 
fail' ill my duty in not recommending to 
your serious attention the importance of 
giving to our milili^ the greatebulwark of 
our security, aud r^urce of our power, an 
‘organization ibr be.st adapted'tb eventual 
sitivitiuus for which the United States 
ought to be prepareM.—The sums which 
had been previously i.ccumolated in the 
Treasury, together with the receipts dur¬ 
ing the year ending on the SOth of Sejit. 
last (and amounliiig to more than niitb 
millions of dollars), have enabled us to 
fulfil all our engagements, and to defray 
pjvthe current expenses of Government w ith- 
out recurring to any loan. Bultiie iiisiiu- 
rity of our conimw ce, and the consequent 
diminution of'the public revenue, will 
probably produce a deficiency in the re¬ 
ceipts of the ensuing year, for which, and 
for ^^er details, I reier to the statements 
wMch will be transmitted from the Trea¬ 
sury.—In the slate which has been present¬ 
ed of our aiFaiis with the great patties to'a 
disastro'us and protracted war, carried ojn in 
a mo(le,*equally injurious and unjust to the 
United States, as a neutral nation, «he 
wisdom of the National Legislature will be 
agahi summoned to the important decision 
of the aUern.ativ6s before them* 'fhat 
these will be met in a«spirit worthy the 
councils of a nation, conscious both of 
its rectitude^ and of its rights, and careful 
as well of its honour as br its peace, 1 have 
an entire confidence. And that the re¬ 
sult will stamped by an unanimity be¬ 
coming the occasion, and be support^ 
every portion of our citizens, with a pa¬ 
triotism enlightened and invigorated by 
experience, ought as littjte to be doubted. 
—in the midst of the hrrongs and vettations 
experienced from external causes, tliere is 
much room for con^tulaition oft the pros-* 
perity and happiness flowing ^rom our 
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situation at home. The blessing of health 
ha« nere'r been more unirersal. 'Wie fruits 
of the seasons, though in particular articles 
and litstricts short o( their usual redun¬ 
dancy, are more than sufficient for our 
wants and our comfonrts. The face of our 
country every where presentathe evidence 
of laudabib enterprise, of extensive capital, 
and of durable improvement. In a culti¬ 
vation of the materials, and the extension 
of useful manufactures, more especially, in 
tUtf general application to Hbusebold fa- 
bTics, we behold a rapid diminution of our 
depende|icc on foreign supplies.—Nbr is it 
’mivrorthy of'reflection, that the evolution 
in our piirsuits and habits is in no slight 
degree a consequence of those impolitic 
and' arbitrary cdiStS, by which the con- 
lending^ations, in endeavouiing each of. 
them to obstruct our trade with the other, 
have so far abridged ouV means of procur¬ 
ing the prodbetions and manufactures, of 
^vliich our own are now t.tking the place. 
—Recpliecting always; that for every ad¬ 
vantage which may contribute to distin¬ 
guish our Idufrom th.it to vv itich others are 
doomed by the unhappy spirit of the 
times, we are indebted to that Divine Pro¬ 
vidence, whose goodness has been so re¬ 
markably extended to tlii.s rising nation, 
it becomes us to cherish u devout grati¬ 
tude, and to implore from the s.nue omni-* 
potent source a blessing ^n the consulta¬ 
tions and measures about to be underytken 
for th«f welfare of our beloved country. 

James Madison. 

• _ t 

• 

Circular Li'tltr of jSTr. Jackson, dated U'asffi" 
Nov. IS, 1S09. 

Sir^;—I hi ve to inform you, withfmuch 
regret, that thi facts which it has been 
my duty to state, in my cflicial corres¬ 
pondence with Mr. Smith, have been 
deemed by the I’resident of the United 
States to'iiflbrd a sufficient motive for 
breaking off' an ynporlaiit Negociation, 
and for putting an cud to all communica-, 
*tion W’hatever with me, as the minister 
charged with that negociation, so interest¬ 
ing to both nations; and on one must 
material point of" which an answer has not 
been returned to at) official and written 
overture -One of the facts alluded to 
has been admitted by the ^cretary of 
State himself in his letter to me efljie 
19th ofsOctober, ,viz. That the three Con- 

• * 'Ihis oVerturd is on the affair ofitbe 
Cliesapeake. 


ditions forming the snbstance of Mr. £r- 
isktiie’s original Instruction, were sub¬ 
mitted to him by that gentlentan. Hie 
other. Viz. That that Instruction is the only 
one in which the Conditions were pre¬ 
scribed to Mr. Erskinp for the conclusion 
of an arrangement on the matter to which 
it related, is known to vftef by the Instruc¬ 
tions which I hftve myself* received.—la 
stating thesie facts, and in adhering to 
them, as my duty impefiqusly* enjoined 
me to dA, in order to repel the frequent 
charges of ill fnith, which have been raadie* 
agaimi^lus Majesty's Governmciit, 1 could 
not imagine that oiFcuce would be taken 
at ie by the .Amctican Government, as* 
mo.st certainly none codld be intended on 
my part; and this view of the suSjecI has 
been made know n to Mr. Smith. But as 
1 am informed^by him that no further 
communication will be received by him 
'from me, I conceive that I faajre no alter¬ 
native left, which is consistent with the 
King’s dignity, but to withdraw altoge¬ 
ther fronj this city, and await elsewhere 
the arrival of his Maje-sly’s commands 
upon the unlooked for turn which has thmt 
beeli given to his affairs in this country. 
—I mean, in the inlerval, to make New 
York the place of my residence, whire 
you will henceforth please direct your 
communications to me, as I shall be ac¬ 
companied by every member of his Ma- 
jc.,ty's mission. I am, with great troth 
and respect. Sir, your most obedient Itum- 
ble servant, (Signed) U. J. Jackson. 

To -, his difijesty's Consul, at -. 


Amehican Dispute. — Correspondence, le- 
tvMn Mr. R. Smith, the American Secre- 
Uay if iitate, and Mr. F. J. J-ACkson, 
the English Entoy. ' ^ 

*MK. SMITH TO MR. SACKSOK. 

Department qf Slate, Oct. 9, 1809. ' 
Sir; A"n arrangement. a.sWtbe revoca¬ 
tion of the British Oiders in Council, as wfll 
as to the satisfaction required in tRC case of 
the attack on tlte Chesapeake frigate, has 
been made in due form by the Govern¬ 
ment of the United'States witlfDavid Mon¬ 
tague Erskine, Esq. an accredited Minis¬ 
ter PlenipotentiaVy of his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty. ^nd qfiter it had been faithfully 
edtiried ipto execution on the part of this 
Government, and under circumstances 
rendering its efTccts qp the relative situa¬ 
tion of the United* States irrevocable, and, 
in Boqjie respect, irreparable^ his Britan- 
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nic Majesty has deemed it proper to dis¬ 
avow it, to recal his Minister, and to send, 
another to take hi§ place.—In such a state 
of things, no expectation could be more 
reasonable, no course of proceeding more 
obviousiy prescribed by the ordinary re¬ 
spect due to the disappointed party, than 
a prompt and explicit explanation, by the 
new fnnctionaiy, of the grounds of the re¬ 
fusal on the part of his GuvertimcAit to 
abide by an arrangement so soleiuniy 
made—accoi^-»anied by a subslrtution of 
•other proposiiions.-—Under the influence 
of tliis reasonable expectation, tlie Presi¬ 
dent has Ibarned, with no less surprise than 
„regret, that in your several conttrouees 
with me you have 8tated-->lst, That you 
have noiiisti uctious frohi yoqr Government 
whipii authorise you to make any explana¬ 
tions whatever to this Government, as to 
the reasons tvhich had inthiccd his llritan- 
nic Majesty to disavow the arrangement^ 
lately made’by your predecessor, and that 
theretbre you could nut make any such 
explanations.—^nd. That in the case of 
the Chesapeake, your instructfbns only 
authorise you (without assigning any rea¬ 
son whatever why the reasonable ternrs of 
satisfaction tendered and accepted, have 
not been carried into effect) to communi¬ 
cate to this Government a note tendcringl 
satisfaction, w ith an understand ing that sucli 
note should nut be signed and delivered by 
you, until you should have previously seen 
and approved the proposed answer of this 
Goverunient,* and that the signhig and the 
delivery of your’noie and of the answer of 
this Government should be simullaiieous.-r 
3 rd, That you have no instructions which 
authorise you to make to this Government 
any propositions whatever in relation to 
the revocation of the British Orders in 
Council; but only to rcKeive such as this 
Government iflay deem it proper te make 
to you.—4tli, That, at all events, it is not 
the disposition or the intention of the 
British Gov^iment^o revoke their Orders* 
ii^ CounciI;^iB they respect the United 
States”; Jiut, upon a formal stipulation 
on the ^art of the United States, to ac¬ 
cede to the following terms and condi¬ 
tions, via.-T'L That the Act of Con¬ 
gress, cbmmonly called the Non-inter¬ 
course Law, be continued against France, 
so long as she shall continue her Decrees. 

—II. That the Navy of Gr£at Brhain be 
authorised to aid in enforcing the provi¬ 
sions of the said Act of Congress.—Ill. 

That the United States shall explicitly re¬ 
nounce, during the present irar, the right 


of carrying on any tiade whatever, direct 
or indii'^t, with any polony of any enegiy 
of Great Britain, from which they were 
excluded during peace; and that re¬ 
nunciation must extend, not only to the 
trade between the colony and the mother 
country, but,,to the trade between the co¬ 
lony and the United States.—•If, in the 
aforegoing representation, it should ap¬ 
pear ,'lliat 1 have in any igistance misap¬ 
prehended your meaning, it will aflbrd 
me real pleasure to be enabled to lay be¬ 
fore the President a statement, corrected 
agreeitbiiy to any suggestions with which 
you majj be pleased to favour ^lae.i-To 
avoid the misconceptions incident to oral 
proceedings, I’liave the lionuui to* intiinatc 
that it is thought expedient that our fur¬ 
ther discussions, on the present occasion, 
be in tiie written form. And wifii great 
sincerity 1 assure ypu, that w^iatever com- 
niuuicatluiis yog may be phiased thus to 
make, will iie received with an anxious so¬ 
licitude to find theui such as nuy lead to 
a speedy removal of every e.'ti.sting*obsta¬ 
cle to that niuiuul and lasting friendship 
and cordiality between the two nations, 
which it is obviously the interest of both 
to foster. 


MR. .lACKSOS TO MR. SMITH. 

WaihiHgluiij 11 ih Ocl. 1803. 

Sir; 1 have had the honour of receiving 
your official l^ttSr of the fHh inst. towards 
the (fiose of which you inform me> that 
it had been thought expedient to put an 
en^ to all verbal commuiiicjitiuns between 
yourself and me in discussing the important 
*o&jects of my mission. Considering that 
a very few days have elapsed since 1 jde- 
liy^red to the President a credential letter 
from the King my Master, and thut no¬ 
thing lus bebn even ulieJged to have .oc¬ 
curred, to dejirivc me of the facility of 
aegess, and of the credit to which, ac¬ 
cording to immemorial usage,•! am by 
that letter entified, I believe there does 
not exist in the annalf of diplomacy, a 
|*precedentTor such a determination be-. 
I ween two Ministers, v^ho have met for the 
ayow'ed purpose of terminating amicably 
the exis^ng dillereiices' between their 
respective countries: but after mature re¬ 
flection, 1 am intfuced to acquiesce in it 
by the recollection of the time that niust 
necessarily elapse before 1 can receive his 
Majesty's commands u|fon so unejfpected 
an occurrence, and of the detriment that 
woitld^ensue to the public service, ,if my 
Ministerial functions were) in. tbe in- 
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terval, lo be altogether suspended. I addressed, on the 20th April, to his Ma- 
shsjl thei-elore content niyself vlitli en- .^esty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
teriug my protest against a proceeding lairs, 1 find that he there states, that be 
whicWl can considcf in no other light had sobniittcd to yo«r consideration, the 
than as a violation, in my person, ot' the three conditions specified in those instruc- 
most essential rights of a Public Minister; lions, as the ground-work of an arrange- 
wjien adopted, as in the present case, merit which, according to information re- 
without ahy alledged misconduct on his ceived from this cogntiyr it was thought 
part. As a matter of opinion, 1 cannot, in England might be* madew with a pros- 
1 own, assent ig the preference which you pact* w great mutual advantage. Mr. 
give to written over verbal intercouHIk tor Erskine then reports verb^im el, teriatim 
tfa^ purpose of mutual expihntftion and your observations upon eacimf the three 
acltoniraodation. I have thought it due ’conditions, and the reasons which indupeti* 
to the pi^blic character with which khave you to think that others might be substi- 
\he honour tefbe invested, and to,thc con- tuted in lieh of them. It may Kavebeen 
lidence \vhich*lns Majesty lias most gra- concluded between you that these latter « 
cioubly been pleased to repose in me, to were an equivalent for the original con¬ 
state to you unreservedly my sentiments ditions; but tjic vdly act of subAitution 
on this goirit. 1 shall now proceed to the evidently shows that those original con- 
other parts qf your letter, and apply to ditions v\ere, in fact, very explicitly com- 
tliem the best consideration that can arise municated to yoti, and by you, of course, 
from a zeal proportioned to the increase alaid before the President for his comsidera- 
«f difliculiy (hus thrown in the way of tion. 1 need hardly add, that the difie- 
the restoration of a ihofough good tinder- rence between these conditions and those 
btandiilg between our respective countries, contained in the arrangements of the 18th 
—You stale*,«sir, v(*ry truly, that an ar- and IPthofApril, is sufficiently obvious to 
rangument had been made between you r€(|uire noelucidation: nor need I draw the 
arwl Mr. Er>ktne, and that his Majesty conCiu!>ion,whithIconsider asadmitted by 
had thought pi'o|)i;r to disavow the agree- all absence of complaint, on the part of the 
merit—1 have here in the outset to re- Amer ican Government, viz. that under sUth 
gret the loss of the advantage of verbal in- circumstances, his Majesty had an un- 
tei'course w'itii you, as 1 should have avail- 'doubted and incontrovertible right to 
ed myself of it to inqujre whether by disavow the act of his Minister. 1 must 
your statement, it were you/ intention to here allude to a supposition, which you 
complain of the disavowal itself, or*ofa hflVc more than once mentioned to me, 
total want of explanation of it, or of the and by which, if it had any, the slightest 
circumstance of that explanation ivot foundation, this right might perhaps have 
having been made through me. I'ohfa^ been in some degree affected. You have 
serve, that in the records of this mission informed me that you understood that Mr. 
there is no t^ace of a complaint, on the Erskine had two,sets of instructions, by 
pa/t of the United Slates, of his IVkijesty which to regulate iris conduct; and that 
having disavowed the act of his Minister, upon one of them, which had not been 
You jiave not, in the conferciices we have communicated either to you or to the pub- 
hitherto held, distinctly announced any lie, wiA to be rested the justification of 
such complaint, and 1 have seen with ploa- the terms finally agreed upon between 
sure, in this forbearance pn your part, an you and him. It is my duty. Sir, solemn- 
' instance of that cjjndoui*, which, I doubt ly to declare to you, and, tiiA^gh you, to 
not, will prevail in ail our comniuiiica-, the Psesident, that the dispatr^fron) Mr. 
•tions, inasmuch as you could not but Canning to Mr. Erskine, which ^u have 
liave thought it unreasonable to complain made the basis of an official corcespon- 
of the disavowal of an act, done under dence with the latter Minister, and which 
such circumstances, as could enly lead was read by the former to the American 
to the conseqaence% that have actually Minister in London, is the only ^dispatch, 
folU)Wed.-r-It was not knovn when 1 left by which the conditions were prescribed 
England, whether Mr. Erskine had, ac- to Mr. Erskine'for the cotiplusion of an 
coraing 'tothe liberty allowed him, co(n- arrangement *with this country on the 
municated to yog m extenso his original matter to*which it relates.—^To return to 
instructions. It now appears that j^e did the immediate subject of your letter. It, 
sot. aBut, hi reverting to his official Cor- Sir, it be your intention to state, that no 
respondeoce, and particularly to a^dispatch explapiation vAatever has been given to 
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pW prohibited altogether. No option is 
afforded, and consequently no transit dut^' 
is required to be paid. In another,respect 
the Order in Conncil of the 26th April 
must be admitted to be more restrictive 
than those of November 1S07.—The trade 
with enemies cqjonies, which was opened 
to neutrals at the pbmniencement of the 
present W'ar ty the Order in Council of 
the 24th June 1803, was coritinuc^l to be 
left open by "those of November 1807. 

• The Order in Council of the 26th of April 
Refracts this indulgence. But it is to he 
observed, that, since the period, w’ben the 
Orders in Council of November 1807 

* were issued, the opening of the ports of 
Spain,>of Portugal, of' the South of Italy, 
agd of Turkey, has aflurddd a more ample 
scope to neutral commerce, and that by 
the capture of Martinique, in addition to 
that of almost all the colonies of ihe,ene- 
mies of 6reat Britain, together with the 
blockade of Cuadaloupe, the extent to 
which the liberty of commerce with the 
enemies colonie.s applied has been so far nar¬ 
rowed, that there is little of practical bard- 
.ship in recurring to the rule, which bqjvever 
occasionally mitigated in its application, 
^reat Britain can never cease in principle 
to maintain. It is further to be observed, 
that the Order in Council of the ifOtb 
April has this operation highly favourable 
to neutrals, that restricting the regulations 
of blockade, to France, Holland, and 
colonics,anti to the territories denominated 
the kingdom of Italy, it lays open to the 
direct trade of neutrals the ports of the 
north of Europe. Under tl^ Order of*the* 
20lh April, therefore, while there are on 
the one hand fewer pdlnts of dilTercnce to 
stand in the way of a satisfactory arrange¬ 
ment between Great l^iLsin and the United 
States, it ts«pos5iblc that there m,ay be less 
temptation to the latter to enter into such 
an arrangement, as the extent of their 
commerc^may be, if they please, nearly 
as great^der thi Order in Council of the 

*26m as it would be undcf any a»- 

rangement w'hich should effect the indis- 
pensSibie objects to which that Order ap¬ 
plies, or as it would be even without any 
such 'Prder, so long as France, and the 
Pofvefs subservient to^France,. continue to 
enforce their Decrees. ^ It is, in the same 
proportion; matter of in’differeiipe to Great 
Britain, whether the Order in. Council be 
continued, or an arrangement by mutual 
.consent substifutsd in ijsroom.—Such, Sir, 
are the grounds on which it has appeared to 
bis Majesty to b« viinccdssary to command 


,-me to nropose to the Government of the 
United States any fdrmal agreement tef be 
substituted for that which his Maj^y has 
been under the necessity of disavflwing; 
but I am directed to receive and disculs 
with you any proposal which you may be 
authorised l6 make io me on this headj— 

As nu.dispo.sition has hitherto been shown 
on your part to make any such proposal, * 
it has been impossible for»nic to state by 
anticipation (nor was I instructed so to do) ^ 
what might be the answer that I should 
eventually think it my duty to return to 
j'OB,' consequently I could pot bave madp 
with that view the statement contained in 
the 4th section of your letter, and the three 
subdivisions of it. Such a statement would 
have been obviously inconsistent with the 
former part of my overture, which you 
very correctly record in the 3d section, 
viz. that I was n»t instructed to make to 
you any propcffsal whatever*upon this siib- 
^ocf.. 1 must necessarily reserve, until 1 
hear from you wtiat proposals it. may be 
deemed proper to make on behalf of the 
United States, to state in hnw far they do 
or do not accord with thi; instructions 
which it has pleased his Majesty to %ive 
me for my guidance in this negociation.— 

1 will only add. Sir, in conclusion of this 
letter, that his Majesty is very desirous of i 
maintaining a perfect and cordial under¬ 
standing with ^^he United Stales, and of 
bringing ter a complete and satisfactory 
adjustment, all the points of difference 
that have arisen between the two Govern¬ 
ments ; and that, agreeing as I do witli 
»you, most heartily, as to the interest 
which both nations have in fostering a 
mutual and solid friendship aiftl cordiality, 

1 io Seal or exertions shall be wanting on 
.roypart tp carry into ellect his Majesty’s 
commands for this most salutary {Mirposc. 

—I have the honour to be, with great re- 
j*spect. Sir, your most obedient humble 
Servant. • 

«a. SMITH t 8 ms. JACKSON. 

* Department qf State, Oct. 10, 1809. 

Sir— I have had‘the honour of receiv¬ 
ing your letter of the 1,1th inst. Before I 
proceed to the more material topics which 
it embraces, itjs proper that I should take 
some notice>of your construction, which .• 
has unhappily converted an intimation of 
. the expediency of cqpducting in a written 
form our further discussions oiiHbis parti- 
tici^ar occasion, into a general prohibition 
of all verbal coimnfinicatibns whatarer, 
and iqto nn unjirecctleiitcd violation of the 
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most essential rights of a public l^inister, 
recfliiring a formal protest and a resort to 
the commands of your Soverefgn.—A re- 
ciirrer^te to that intirflation cannot fail to 
show that its sole olyect was to avoid, in 
the further discussions of a case of unusual 
delicacy syid importance, the misconcep¬ 
tions well known to be incident to oral 
proceedings, and of which the diplomatic 
intercourse bettveen the two Ciovernments 
bat[ furnished so many and guch serious 
proofs, nay of which your letter itself is 
additional illustration. That a change in 
jriplomatk discussions from an oral to a 
written form, js nut without precedent, 1 
cannot refer to one which will be more 
satisfactory to you^lhan the intimation re¬ 
cently given by Mr. Canning, in the case 
of the jiroposal by Mr. Pinckney on the 
subject of thc^Orders in Council and the 
Embaigo, that the discussions which had 
been previously verbal, ufust thenceforth 
take a written‘ibmi. i^nd witli this* view 
I take tJie liberty of recalling your atten¬ 
tion to the sijbjoined extracts (Sec A. and 
B.) of leticrs that passed on that occasion. 
—On tlic present, as on that occasion, the 
chtJhge from verbal to written communica¬ 
tions was requested after two conferences, 
and when the subject appeared to one of 
the parties to have, by those verbal dis¬ 
cussions been brought to a point, which 
required a precise understanding of the 
views and propositions of the bthcr.—Vou 
will. Sir, hence perceive, that in maintain¬ 
ing the right, which every Governmeijt 
has* as to the rules of intercourse with fo¬ 
reign functionaries near it, no encroach-* 
nient has been made or intended on any 
right' or ebstennary privilege beloneinj' 
to you in that character, nor any thing 
done to impede the proper .and hsual 
course* of negociation.—You have been 
sufTiciently apprised, by my letter of the 
yth, of the light in which the President 
views the arrangement lately made by 
^our predecessor with this Government, 
and of the grounds on which he has ex¬ 
pected a formal and satisfactory*explaua- 
tions of the reasons Ibr the refusal of his 
Britannic Majesty to cany it into cilect. 
lie persists in that expectation, anil in the 
opinion, that there hairbeen given no ex¬ 
planation that is adequate, cither as to the 
matter or as to the mode.—When one 
■ Government has be»n solemnly pledged 
to anothef in a mutual engagement by its 
acknowledged and competent agcnt,*ai:y(l 
reKascB \o fulfil the pledge, it is perfectly 
clear that it owes it, both t« itsplf^nd to 


the other party, to accompany its refusa) 
'with a formal and frank disclosure of suf¬ 
ficient j-easons for a step, w-hich, without 
such reasons, must deeply injure its own 
character, as well as the rights of the 
paity confiding in its good faith.—^To re¬ 
fuse, with honour (sajs^a Jiigh authority 
on public law), to ratify wjiat has been 
conoiivled on by Virtue of a full power, it 
is necessary that the Government should 
have strong and solid reasons, and that be 
show in particular that his Minister jiag * 
violated his instructions.—Although it is 
particularly incumbent on the Sovereign 
in sugh case to show that his instructions , 
have been violatcxl, yelr it is not a mere 
violation of them vm immaterial* points 
that w'ill be sii/hcient. It is indispensably 
requisite, moreover, that the reasons be 
strong and solid*; that they manifestly 
putweigh not only the general obligation 
to abide hy what has been so*done, but 
also the disappointment and injury accru¬ 
ing to the other party. And it is worthy 
of notice, fhat the case under discussion 
is<of a higher character, and appeals with 
greater solemnity to the honour and jus¬ 
tice of the refusing party, than the case 
stated in Yattel, inasmuch as the transa^ 
tiqp, now disavowed, was not a treaty or 
•convention to be ratified by both parties, 
previous to an execution by either. It 
bad, accoi'dii\g to the terms of it (and this 
peeuliarity appears to have been contem¬ 
plated by your Government), btfen actual¬ 
ly and immediate!}' carried*iiito execution 
on^the part of America. The refusal of 
**his Britannii^ Majesty is, therefore, not 
simply to ratify what bad been ratified 
by the other part.y,*but to carry into effect 
on his part, an arrangement which had 
been carried into 4*011 cilect with good 
faith on.the part of the Urfited Stivtes. 
Now the case is strengthened by the fur¬ 
ther peculiarity, that some of the circum¬ 
stances attending the cj^ecutiol^of the ar¬ 
rangement on the part of the United States, 
render *t unsusceptible of a full e^valent 
for the refusal to execute it on the other 
side.—It has not escaped observation, 
that the obligation of your Government to 
tender explanations on this occasioa’is ad¬ 
mitted by your attempt to show that it lias 
been sufficiently done in what passed in 
eonyersatian between Mr. Canning and 
Mr. •Piiickfi^, and by the instruetions 
given to Mr. Erskinc to communicate such 
explanations. With e-wry disposition to 
view in the most/avoiirable light whatever 
may efl'^ct the relations between the tvva 
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coantrief, it ib impoaible to mistake the^ I planatgi^fr communicationst that he under- 
coaversationt o£ those Miubters for a dis-*] stood Mr. Canning toW under the same fm- 


charge of such a debt to the good faith 
and reasonable expectations of the United 
States. Besides that they were mere con- 
Tersattom in a case i-equirtng*the precision 
and respect of a formal communication, it 
iajpertam tha/t it was neither understood 
by Mr. Pinckney, nor Intended Ly-Mr. 
Canning, that those conversations were to 
be regarded.' Mr. Pinckney is explicit on 
*thiy point; and Mr. Canuing himself 
after declining to rrcapitulate in writing 
what he had verbally remarked, ^gnifien 
to Mr. Pinckney, in a letter dated,May 
27, that his observations on the subject 
would *b« more profterly made through 
the successor of Mr. Ersicine, who was 
about to proceed to the United States.— 
With respect to the instructions on this 


pression,and that he learned from yourself, 
not more than two cltiys after his coftv^rsa* 
tion with Mr. Conning, that you were to sail 
for the United States within three weeks.— 
Although it ifiay not have' been your inten¬ 
tion to have given to this subject a posture 
which it would not have naturally assumed, 
yet such has been the tendency of some of 
your remarks, and particularly of the con¬ 
clusion you have drawn from the two cir- 
cums^nces; 1st, That no trace of com¬ 
plaint from this Government against thq 
disavow^ appears on the rTecords of the 
British mission, or was distinctly announced 
by me in our conferences, and 2nd, that 
from the ofticial correspondence of Mr. 
Erskine with his Government, it* appears 
that although he did not communicate in 


point, given to Mr. Erskine, it might bq exienso his original instructions, he submit 
sufficient to remark, that they were never ted to me the tlfrce conditions therein ape- 
carried into execution; but it may be ask- tniied and received my observations on 
ed, whether it was a mark of friendly re- each.—If there be no trace of complaint 
apect to the United Stales to ^ploy for against the disavowal in the ai;chives of the 
such a purpose a Minister with whom his mission, it is because thi^ Government 
Government had thought proper publicly could not have entered such complaint be- 
to withdraw its confidence, and to the pe- fore the reasons for the disavowal had tieen 
c!uliar delicacy and embarrassment of explained, and especially as the cxplana- 
whose situation you have yourself referr/id, tions were justly and confidently expected 


as accounting fur his not having cxecvited through the new functionary. And as to 


the task imposed upon him.—I must here 
repeat, what was suggested in my former 
letter, that the successor of Mr. Erskine is 
the propef functionary for a piroper expla¬ 
nation. Nor can 1 perceive the force of 
your remark, that the delay incident,to 
your arrival in the United Slates rendered* 
it more consistent with the friendly senti- 


the supposed reserve on my part, on this 
subject in our seweral conferences, Idid ima¬ 
gine, that m^ repeated intimations to you of 
the necessity of sati.sfactory explanations, as 
to the disavowal, were snflicient indications 
of the dissatisfaction of this Government 
Svith respect in the disavowal itself.—The 
stress you have laid on what you have been 


meats of his Majesty to pres-s the oilier pleaded to state as the substitution of the 
channels for communicating the motives thrnis finally agreed on, for the terms-first 
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for his disavoival. To your own re-consi¬ 
deration I appeal, which in the coarse most 
consonant to those friendly sentiments, was 
not the obvious one of employing the new 
organ, gi^'ding af the same time agaiAst 
mismstruction of the delay, by ap- 
prizingwe American Government, througit 
KS Minister, of the cause of it. The suppo¬ 
sition that the delay incident to your mis¬ 
sion ave rise to tne conversation of Mr. 
Cenm^ end Mr. Pinckney, is not rccon- 
cilenoln to the correspondence of the lat¬ 
ter, wbieb s^entains no such indication. On 
the contrary, it distinctly shows that he, 
was uipriaed of the intention* to replace j 
Mr. Erskine by a successor, whom lie re¬ 
garded as the {Hbpei^ channel for the ex- | 


prophsed, has excited no small degree of 
surprise. Certain it is, that your pre¬ 
decessor did present for my consideration 
foe three conditions which now appear in 
the printed d(fcument; that 'he was dis¬ 
posed to urge them more than the natui*^ 
of two of them (both palpably inadmissi¬ 
ble, and ^ne more than merely inacimiss!!- 
ble) could permit, sfhd that on finding his 
first primosais unsuccessful, the more i^a- 
sonable'terms comprised in the arrange¬ 
ment respecting the Orders in Council 
were adopted. And what. Sir, is there in 
this to colintenance the conclusion you 
have drawn in favoua of the right of his 
Britannic Majesty to disavow thc proceed¬ 
ing > (To be continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Jacobin Guineas. -depreciation 

of the paper-money, made in Thread- 
needle Street and in various ether parts o[ 

' the country, is a thing still denied by 
some persons, though it is notoriofls, that 
' almost the whole of the metaHic money 
has fled.from'tbe degrading society of that 
paper, and though it is not less notorious, 
that any piece oF^netaUic money will sell 
for mqce in paper-money, than its nominal 

amount.-»The fact ot an existing traffic 

in guineas and other pieces of gold coin 
could not bd doubted; but, in the follow-' 
ing paragraph, taken from the Statesoiian 
of tn 9 2nd instant, 4re have something 
like judicial proof of it. This proof is not, 
however, what interests me upon this oc¬ 
casion. I am interested in the fate of the 
Man, who is here said to have been "/u% 
“ conmitted to take his trial,” as a felon, 
for having sold some guineas at more than 

twenty-one shillings each.- *• On Satur- 

" day, at the Mansion House, a Jew, of 
" the name of De Youmcj, was charged by 
** the SolkUor qf the Mint, under an act of 
" Que&n Wiutbeth, with the offence or sell- 
" ing the current coin of the realm, called 
"•guineas, at a h^ker price than the cwfent 
" valia. By the statute in question, it 
"declared, that any person who shall 
" extort, 'demand, or receive, for any of 
" the current coin of the realm,* more 
"than the legal current value thereof, 
"shell be esteemed guilty«f/e&my. Ii 
*• appeared that the prisoner had sold 36 
" guineas, for a sum amounting to about 
"22s. 6d. each, or lib bd. for each 
" guinea more tl^ the legal price and 
" current value. Evidence being adduced, 
*" to prove this case, the prisoner was 
**fvlfy osfflmtMed to take his trial for the of- 

" fence.”-1 am persuaded, that there 

must be some error in this statement; but, 
it is not likely that is whoUjf unfounded; 
and, if it be true only to Uie extent of a 
man's having been committed to jaU for 
having sold guineasat a price above twenty 
one shillings eachj if it be true only to 
this extent, it is of very serious impoi||fance; 
and, if we are in'danger of being sent to I 
jail for maiuisg as much as we can of a 
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guinea, it really is fai^’tfme for os to look 
aboiU us pretty.sharply, of, which would 
be tne safer way, perhaps, to draw our^ 
selves into our shells, ther^waif the com¬ 
ing of tHe storm, and let it rage on. What j 
kend a man to jail, under a charge otfiloffy, 
for having made an exchange of guineas 
against bank-notes, and taken the profit i 
It ntver can be. I certainly do not be-^ 
lieve this. Rob^pierre put people ht 
prison, and seme he put to death, because 
they made a difference in their prlbes, 
taking less, for, the same weight of sugar 
fo|^ instance, in metallic money than they 
took in paper-money; and tins, in efifect, 
is just the same thing as selling guineas 
for more than their nominal value. Robe¬ 
spierre It a capital cdlence to shew 
tfiis preference for metallic money; but 
Robespierre did not, by that means, pre¬ 
vent the paper from depreciating, though 
I he was quite successful in driving ^he 
very semblance of metallic money out of 
the country; and, if I could possibly be¬ 
lieve the above statement to be con'ect, I 
sliould have not the least hesitation in pre¬ 
dicting, that the Old Lady in Thread- 
needle Street and her nomeroqs family all 
over the kingdom, must very soon give us 
paper-money down to half-crowns, if not 
to half-pence. The Old Lady has al¬ 
ways found* abundant business for Jack 
Ketch ; but, if the paragraph above-cited 
be correct, Mr. Ketch might set up his 
carriage and have his villa.as well as the 

best of them.-Rut, it is liafdly possible, 

that th4 paragraph can be correct; for, 
there is no such act of parliament as the 
one described in the para^ph. There is an 
act of Edward VI. and*one otvlTilliam DL 
against exchai^ii^ gold and sUv^^oiujffP' 
more than their vaSte; but, for tlfese of¬ 
fences the penalty is trifling ; a smell pe¬ 
cuniary punbhment merely. There is an- 
act of Queen Elizabeth, to be Atre,. touch¬ 
ing money; but, unless by a striTining of 
the meaning, unequalled in the annals of 
law, it is quite out of the .question ta 
miflte thu^ act apply to the case beforf* 
us. —— It is the act. Chapter I. of the 
18th, year of that Queqp’s reign. In- the- 
5th year of her reign, an act had been- 
pamed4.making^FmM(»i (not ftUmy) " the 
B 
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« af&iices of clippii^, rottnding, washing, 
and J/itifi, 'for wicked lucre or gaiirs 
♦‘bake/’ any of the Monies or Coins of 
the Kealm, or ,of the Monies or Coins of 
oiiier countries, suiFered 1u be current in 
the kingdom ; in short, of any of the mo¬ 
nies or coins legally curienf. in the 
1 Stli year of IujF 'reign, it being found, 
that some othet' metlftid, yr methods, not 
footing strictly under either of ihft* de- 
scrlptions'in tlje former act j namely, of 
clipping, rounding, washing, or ^Itng, had 
fitsemdiscovered fur diminishing the value 
of the current coins, another ac{ was 
passed, leaving out the words* clipping, 
•sounding, washing, naA filing, and inserting 
in their stead, the* following general de¬ 
scription*: “ any act, ways, or means, 
*• whatsoever /’ and then the prohibition 
tan thus“ Be it enacted, &c.—That, 
", if any person, &c. &c.—^oll, for wicked 
" lucre M* gain’s sake, by any act, ways, or 
" means whatsoever, impair, diminish, fal- 
"sify, scale, or lighten, the monies, or 
♦* coins, of this realm, &c. &c. he shall 
" sulilr death, &c. &c.”—Now, except 
one other act, passed in the 14-111 year of 
tiuoen Eiiaabcth, against coanlcrieirtng 
I'tireipn coin, tbe tw'o acts abovc-rnen- 
tiolicil, are tiie mily acts, at all relating to 
money, that were passed, in the reign of 
that Ciucen ; so that, if it he true, that die 
Jew in q^ueslion lias really been committed 
under an act of b.liaabetli, the ground of 
cotnrnitnicnl must have been diill-rent frodi 

that .stated in thp paragraph.-This act 

vif the 1 ttih of Queen Elizabeth makes it 
High treason tAiinipairot diminish, by any 
act, ways, or means, the monilb, or coins, 
of the kingdom. Well, ^hen; Ictus sec 
hpw this could possibly be twisted to ap¬ 
ply to the act ullcdged against the Jew. 
Are Bank-not^ monks ? * Because, if they 
are, tti soil a guinea for twenty twx> shil¬ 
lings and sixpence of the said monies is 
certainly one way of impairing or diminish-^ 
ing, the said iionks, er tlie value of them, 
atdeast.—^Bot, then, wbut> will become 
of the cotaUry bankers, who now exceed in 
numbers (counting all the partners, both 
pikes and gudgeoii.>) the trampers em¬ 
ployed yt collecting the rags of which 
their raofley is made. -You would send 
them all on board of ship,*pcrhaps, or give 
them art opportunity of displaying their 
loyalty by enlisting iino the WeSt Im^m 
llegiinent.' Aye; but, if the above para¬ 
graph be correct; if a man has actually 
bwn committed, n? a felon, for having 
diNie an act tending; to in^ie \h%.bank¬ 


notes, the country-bankers cannot hope to 
• get ofFsolightly, seeing that they are p*» 
toriously guilty of an act of this son as 
often as they set their pioney mills aig^^ng. 
However men may dificr as to other - 
points respecting the banking system,, 

I hey all agrees that the greater the ejuurt- 
tity of paper-money tbe less mifst be the 
real value, in proportion to the nominal 
value, of that inone}': in oth^r words, that 
the paper monies wliich were in circula¬ 
tion yestesda^, must have their value di¬ 
minished by any grist of fresh ground mo¬ 
nies puVinto circulation to-day. is a 

proposition universally udmittdd. Indeed, 
it is almost self-evident. H^nce it is, that 
the Old lAdy in Threadneedle Street, is 
continually complainiu^of her progeny, 
tlie country money-mills and shops^whilc 
every man, who view's the tyatter in its 
true light, and who has ilic good of his 
♦‘cointry at hearty must sincerely rejoica 
at tile rapid increase of tliuge mills and 
shops ; and, lor my own .part, 1 am con¬ 
vinced, that the time is not far distant, 
when we shall sec the papcr-m6ney shops 
exceed in number the shops of the taylors 
and barbers united. " lei Ton a des Ac- 
" signats, des cent francs jusqu’ a un 
" sousthat is to say : “ Paper-money 
" to dispose of here from a hundred francs 
to a single half-penny.” I remember 
seeing these words over a shop-door at 
Calaii^ in 17Q2; and, indeed, notihea- 
tioiis,*of this sort, were, in all the sea¬ 
port towns, or towns near the coast, as' 
consmon as tbe notifications relative to 
‘jfcitood wine” or “ good brandyand 
the makers and venders of paper-money 
seemed sometimes to have ^cei» so harA- 
pushed as to have coined up the very 
.shirts oil'their backs. Well! wlmre* was 

the harm of this ? Their shirts, poor devils, 
made very good money. At last, ind*eed, 
you were obliged to give a hundred pounds, 
for a quartern lo^f, or for a coupk of rab¬ 
bits; but, then, the shoemaker took care 
to -sell his shoes at five or six hundred- 
pounds a-pgir; so that, in the end, those • 
who had .--euse enough,m kap possession qf 
things of real value, and merely to let the 
p.ipcr-inoigey pass through iheir hands, sus¬ 
tained no loss, at the biysling of th» bubble. 

-To return,ffoni this digression: cait 

an\' one imagine, that, upon the above- 
quclcd statute of Elizabeth, our country 
mo*ney-makers are all liable to t)e tried 
for their lives? Yet, I scruple not to assert, 
that«if,*v/)on the statute of Elizabeth, %ma^ 
be liable to be tried for bis litis for bavii^; 
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sold guineas at a rate which t^nds to di¬ 
minish the Value 'of the paper-monej^,* 
every paper-money maker in the country 

is Ifaiile to be tricfk for his life.-i-Let, 

me> however, distinctly state, that it ap¬ 
pears to me, that there mu^ be an error in 
the paragraph quoted fron«he Statesman; 
because, all other reasons aside, the para¬ 
graph talks of felony, whereas the statute 
talks of ireasm! Mercy on us, if this were 
law, and if the law were^ put in force 
against all the money-makers in th|; 
country, why, the very air would be poi¬ 
soned js'ith the stink of their cafeasses ! 

-1 regard these money-grinders as a 

very useful description of persons; they 
are, in reality, doing more good than any 
other descriptiotf of persons that I know 
of; ^j^ey make little noise in their work, 
but their operations are sure; every inch 
they gain is held; there is no back-sliding 
in the progress of their efibrts; and, which* 
is not the least amiable circumstance, t^iey 
not pnly appear to "be, but, in general, 
really are, wholly unconscious of the 

great good they are doing.-What, 

then! would the Statksman, who is, ge¬ 
nerally, so just in his sentiments, condemn 
all this mebt populous and most useful 
class of active citizens to a trial for their 
lives ? Forbid it justice ! forbid it grati¬ 
tude ! He is labouring very hard, and very 
earnestly, in the caus^ of a reform of 
abuses and the extirpation^of corrqption ; 
but, he is not labouring with half so much 
effect as they are. He is attacking the 
monster in I’ront, while they, more Vise 
than he, are labouring, and. with a ccrtasn- 
ty of success, to take from that monster 

the very ni^t be feeds on.-1 should 

Ijke to see, in the Statesman, an explana¬ 
tion of the above-quoted paragraph. It 
mu^t be, in iu description of the law, at 
least, erroneous; and I am quite at a loss 
to discover upon what law a commitment 
for selling qf guineas could possibly take 
place, unless, indued, the guineas were 
sold, or exchanged, for other coin; an(i 
then, as was before observed,'<he crime is 
nolfclony, butsimpfy an offence, punishable 

by a pecuniary^ forfeiture.-If there be, 

however, contrary to my opinion and my 
conviction, any st^ute, upon which a man 
nvay be punished, in any way whatever> for 
taking a premium upon guineas, or gold or 
silver coin, when exchanged against paper- 
money ; if ther§*be any such statute, and 
if such statute be put in force, it j-equires 
•but a very small* portion of understanding 
to perceive, that ceia ef every^sort must 


very shortly totally vanish out of circula¬ 
tion; for, th*v6ry fact, that such ex¬ 
changes do take place, is a clear proof that 
the coin is worth more than its nominal 
value in paper-money ; and, as every thing 
will have itsj-eal worth, the coin will either 
go into: a hoard, or out of the country, if it 
be prohibited from obtaimng its real worth 
in circulation. • A guinea!* may be in the 
hands of a man, who may be unable to 
hoard, or to export, it; Imt, vidicn out of 
that man’s hands, it will not travel faj;. 
Probably the second or third personj iflto 
whose po,ssession it may fall, may, from si¬ 
milar causes, be unable to hoard or ex¬ 
port; but, the guinea is the last thing that 
the holder will part 'with ; its, progress 
from band to hand thus becomes very 
slow ; and the moment it comes intb the 
hands of one ^ho is able to hoard or ex¬ 
pert, away it goes from circulation entire¬ 
ly, because, if to sell it fur its worth be 
a crime, it will answer the holder'spurposes 
to hoard it, even if exportation were ren¬ 
dered i^ipossible, seeing that at the 
^rate of 1«. Gd. upon the guinea, the 
boarder has nearly a year and a half’s in- 
tefest, at five per cent; and during 
that year and a-half, what are not^the 
chances, that the guinea wilt become 
Vorth twice as much as it is worth now ? 

-Oh, no ! There is no way now left of 

keeping the gold coin, still remaining in 
jlhe country, from totally disappearing; 
no way but that of leai iiig pvery holder 
of such coin to sell it At any price that 

he can get for it.-The country paper- 

•moncy makers have, w’ilhin the last two 
years onl^, doubled their number. The 
next year will, in all probability, double 
the present number. It will, at least, 
greatly augment it. There can be no doubt 
of that. Consequently, thgir money will 
continue to depreciate in an increased 
proportion. The depreciation must go 
on with an accelerated vplocity. Oh ! 
these paper-money ^lakorxare the men! 
What an abundance of nioni?|r w* slf.aU 
have I Every man, of any substance, will 
make his own money. What a rich nation 
we shall be ! There was a man, belong¬ 
ing to the Mother Shop, whh, some years 
ago, wrote a pamphlet, cnlitleJl : “ Gui- 
“ NBAS AN EnCUMBR INCH.” Ought W'e 
not, then, to,rejoice at our* prc.sent situa- 
tipn, anjl our present more brilliant pros¬ 
pects ? Of this encumbrance, at any rate, 
we are nearly rid ; and, who knows but 
it may be followed by that of the “ iVa- 
" tiepal Debt,** as it is called ?—-When 

Ba • 



I see a nev<r paper-money mill set a-going, 
I hail the event as an addltionai sign of 
approaching good times ; and, amongst 
ail the absurd and ridiculous things ‘th^at 
I have ever heard of, the preferaice, which 
some jpeople appear to entertain for the 
manuiactares of certain mills, appears to 
me to be the most absurd and ridiculous. 
What signifies it wh&t mill the money 
comes from i What signifies it what It is 
made of, dr wliose name' is upon it, so 
tl^at it will pass out of your hand as 
soon as it comes into it ? - No man is, I 
suppose, foolish enough ever to staffer, it to 
remain with him twenty four hours; and, 
that being the case, what rifk does be ruti ? 
Success, t^en, say I, to t|{e money-making 
trade ! I do not mean figumtively, but 
literally. T|ie trade of making money ; 
the mechanical operation making mo¬ 
ney, and the vending of that money ; p 
trade, whicb is regularly working on 
towards all those effects, which every 
Kal friend of his country wishes to see 
produced, and which may yet make Eng¬ 
land what she formerly was in the scale 
of nations. 

Napoleon’s Peojects. -Under tfiis 

head, in my last Number, 1 quoted a pas- 
sageVrom toe Morning Chronicle, in which 
paper Napoleon’s Divorce had been spoken" 
of as a farce, as an instdt to the people of 
France, as kj/pocritical, and as irreligious. 
Upon this I observed, that it was no farce;^ 
that there wqs no sham in it; that it was' 
a real divorce, and for a great practical 
purpose. I also said, and, 1 should think, 
proved, that, so far from being an insult to 
the French nation, that natibn mbst neces¬ 
sarily feel itself flattered cby the act. I 
said, that it could not, with propriety, be 
called hypocritical, seeins that not only 
was it done in,the face of the world, but 
the motives were openly avowed and set 
fenh,^Bnd tliat it vras impossible not to be¬ 
lieve,'thut the, motives so set forth were 
the true motive's. Ujfon the charge of ir- 
rtUgionf I /^pressed my fear, that •the 
Morning Chronicle had given a little into 
can*, and* having referred to the practice 
of obtaining divorces in England and 
America, 1 asSed, tuAy a divorce bill might 
not also be* obtained in France.——As to 
the first three heads, the J'art'c, the insult 
and the hypocriap, the Morniqg Chronicle 
has made bo reply; but, with rejpect tp* 
the irrelitiousam of the act, he appears 
•tilt to bold out, 81 ^ complains, in the 
following manner, of navtiig been accused 
of canting.--« Ma. CostfpTT accpses 
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The Morning Chronicle of cantin|^ be* 
cause it termed the disgustingyeroiagt- 
" with which the divorce of Buonaparte 
“ firom his Wife, was accompanied/’ a 
" Solemn Mockery of a ^iritual rite. It 
" surely is not Canting to reject the sacred 
•• institutions tf - religion; or to s^, that, 
*• when a despot means to act in Itefiance 
" of its most solemn ordinances, it is con- 
" temptible to sCe him exhibifcthe farce of 
“ whining respect for that which he is at 
*' the moment grossly violating. There is 
** a paper on the subject, in the Examiner 
“ of yeSierday, written with the pgculiar 
"spirit of-the Editor of th^ Journal, 
" which shews, that in all ag^, and >n all 
" countries, divorce has been treated ac- 
" cording to the customs W the time and 
" place. It is no more applicable (p the 
" question, to state a parallel between th« 
" manner of divorce in America, and tb* 
manner of divorce under the present 
" cqnstitution of France, than it would be 
" to state a parallel ^between the age of 
" Reason in that country, when the most 
" perfect contempt for all rcligrous forms 
" was the order of the day, and the age 
" of Pontifical authority, when even the 
" Kings were forced to submit to the papal 
" bull, and the sacramental bond of mar- 
" riage could only be dissolved by the 
" Vatican. What we alluded to, was the 
" respect wluch every crowned head ought 
" to pi^y to the institutions which conduce 
to the religion, the morals, and the hap- 
" piness of bis people. And as canting is 
" in *^very instance a vicious and hurtful- 
".fesbibition of hypocrisy, so it is most 
" victous and most hurtful when it is prac- 
" tised in the highest place.-rWlien Mr. 

" Cobbtftt asks us what we think of th^ 

■" facility of divorce in England, though 
" it is foreign to the subject, we have,no 
" hesitation in saying that we consider it 
" as«a great national calamity; and think 
." it no more a Cipre for the evih it pro- 
" fesses to have in view, ^han we consider 
",a Slim of damages to be a compensation 
" to any man of honour or delicacy for 
" the loss of the sweetest coouolaiions 
" life."— — -Now, I caiuiot see, that this 
much mends the matter. To talk of " a 
" spiritual rite” as_ sotgething by which 
Buonaparte tstojie'liound, is quite-ridicq- 
ious, when .we j-ecollect that, in speaking 
of him, all ><laa oif a man of religious sen¬ 
timent has been thrown'aside. We re¬ 
present ^im as having no religion at aU; 
in tbit way it'has been the const8nt prac- 
tice to speak of him, in this countiy; hut. 
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behold, now, all qf a sodden, we are to 
inveigh against him for not being a Hriu 
Catholic! Tlie truth is, we hate him; we 
. hate him with good feason, as being a dan¬ 
gerous enemy ; and, therjefore, we seek 
to discover wickedness in all his actions; 
else, I aip certain, that we should not have 
discovered any wickedness in bis divorce. 

-The Morning Chronicle seems to 

think, that there would have been less 
harm in the thing; or, indeed, that it 
would have been perfectly right, if Napo* 
leon had complied with ihaform of the 
relii*ion*tha.U he professes ; that is to say, 
if he had obtained the leave of the Pope 
to put away his old lady and take a new 
one. What nonfsnse this is! Just as if 
we should not, in that case, have set up a 
howl of pity fur the poor Pope, who, we 
should have said, was compelled to con¬ 
sent to the clivorce; and^ in that case, we, 
should, with good reason, have accused the 

Emperor with hypocrijy.-TheMorntteg 

Chronicle is a little puzzled with my refe¬ 
rence to our divorce bills, and the manner of 
obtaining dIVorces in America. He says, 
indeed, that he considers the facility of 
obtaining a divorce, in England, as » a 
" great national calamitybut, he says 
nothing at all about America, except, that 
her laws and customs are not the same as> 
the laws and the customs in France. The 
municipal, the political, ftnd the ecclesias¬ 
tical laws are not the same ;* but, as far as 
any of these interfered with Napoleon's 
divorce, they were set aside by the Legis¬ 
lature of France; and, I am sure Mr. I’errv 
will not pretend, that the acts of that LegiSh 
lature ought to pass for nothing, merely 
because it is i body in which the Eqjiperqr 
M aliMys sure to have a majority on his side. 
Oh, no ! Mr. Perry will not pretend, that 
the acts of the French Corps Legislatif are 
a bit the less binding for being passed by 
a set of ntpn, who always are in a majority 
on the side of the crownT let who will be 
minister. No, no,*sure! The acts of the 
Corps Legislatif are mighty good acts; 
quite sufficient for taxing and hanging; 
and, why should th*ey not be sufficient to 
enable a man to put away his ^ife ?—^— 
As far, therefore, as mere law is concerned, 
there can_ be no fadit in the proceeding, 
unitite wb' boldly assert, that acts passed 
byan assembly, a minority qfwhom are al- 
Weys at the itoa qf 'the crown, are not lawful 
acts; and this, 1 take it, is what we shall 
think of 8 great many times, befiRe swe 
openly ;mert it once. Well, then, 
the nivorcewlMing according to lagat what is 


there irreligious in it, arty tnott than in a 
divotoe in America i The laws of than are 
not the same in the two countries; but 
the laws of nature and cf moralUy are the 
same, and must dternally be the same. 
Therefore, ninless we are ready to con¬ 
demn, as most impiopsly wicked, ihe di¬ 
vorce laws of America, fapw is it possible 
for as to condeTnn, as impious, this act of 
Napoleon —I dissent from the opinion 

of Mr. Perry respecting thi facility of ob¬ 
taining divorces in England. I think, pn 
the contrary, that the facility ougru to 
be gi^ater; and, I am convrnced, that 
mugh of the misery, which is entailofl^ 
upon so many ihmities, in England, fikdn 
adultrons int^rcoufte, would be prevented, 
if, in order to obtain a divorce, it was "Ct 
necessary that one of the parties should be 
previously convicted of criminal ennversa- 
tien.——**Asp^aalrite,” indeed! Why, 
much more, I imagine, than one half of 
the pairs in the United States of America 
have been married, or paired, if you will, 
by the Atstices qf the Peace, upon paying a 
nine-penny fee. When a couple take it 
into their heads to get married, they go 
away and call some bed^e 'Sqiiire out of 
his fields, and, in five minutes, he settles 
the matter, takes their nine-pence, and 
sends them off to keep their wedding. 
Now, there is not much of the " spiritual** 
in this, 1 take it; and, yet, 1 believe, that 
lAe Morning Chronicle would find it very 
difficult to snow, that this mode of marry¬ 
ing is not full as conformable with diviae 
authority as any other mode that has been, 
or is, in practice. The truth is, that the 
laws relating to^ marriage, all the laws, 
were made by man; and, though it is very 
proper to conform to them, and, in.some 
instances, disgraceful not to do so, the act 
of marrying may take almoSt any epithet 

rather than that of “ spiritual.” -Upon 

the whole, therefore, I see no reason what¬ 
ever to alter nw opinion rilative. to the 
Divorpe of the French Emperov. and^I ain 
quite impatient to see our writers ^viliing 
at the immorality of this act, while they 
seem blind to, or, least, unmoved by, its 
probable political conuquences. 9 

American Dispute. -Whenwill tWs 

have an end? Why, distant as the connec¬ 
tion may nem, it will, in, my «p«moo, 
naver ecti, as* long as the money ot the 
Oia Lad^ in Threadneedle Street conti¬ 
nues to circulate.-^Tb« eldert of my 
children was unhprn,*when this-dispute 
beg^n; and, if I could suppose, that the 
Old lAdy's monay would laat many years. 
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I should not be without hopes of being a 
great-grand-father before the dispute would 
end.——During the ’existence of this dis¬ 
pute, we have employeil six Envoys, with 
all their retinuesand, permanently, 
THKEE and sometimes FIVE contmissioners. 

-The expenoa -has been enormous (I 

wiH, one of thpse (fays, lay the amount 
before the public;) it continues to bn en- 
ormtfbs; Qud, which is the greatest curse 
©fall, there faafe been volumes innumera¬ 
bly w'ritteu upon thcsubject. There have 
been* including botli .sides, not less than 
from six to ten able bodied writer^, and 
j(what makes the thing more serious) i^iost 
of them lav;yers,'too, harct at work for the 
last sixteen years. Metcy on us! what 
balq^, what waggon-loads of tautology ! 
Reader, would you not rather be hanged 
at once, than be doomed to the perusal of 
the corre-spondence, relating to this never 

dying dispute.-*1 began, in my last 

Number, inserting the correspondence be¬ 
tween Mn. Jackson and Mr. Smith ; but, 
reallj’’, it appears, taking in its rcfferences, 
to have no end. They have, amongst 
them., w'ritlen, upon lliis new branch ofethe 
dispute, as much as is contained in one of 
thcr volumes of Dh. Joiinson’.s Works ; a 
twelfth part of -as much as Dr. Johnson 
wrote in his whole life time! And, what 
is it about ? You read for half an hour, be¬ 
fore you come to an iJh:a; and, when yon 
have read the whole letter out, you cann»t 
for your life*tell what is, or whai is not, the 
subject matter of it. I'liis corre.spondence 
might be very useful to a man who 
courting, and who was anxioutlo try, be¬ 
forehand, the patience of bis wife ; f.>r, if 
she could keep her temper to the end of 
this correspondence, he need never be 
afraid of her losing it.-*—But, the cala¬ 
mity might, pbrhaps, be bearable, were it to 
stop at tbc point it has now reached. This 
howeVer, will not be the case. The 
matter wdll t be difpussed in parliament'. 
jygbts and nights will be wasted ujion it. 
Paiief’s !^ papers ! papers ! about America 
will be^called for. Motion upon motion 
will be'inade. We shall have the solemn 
quibbling, Uie, puerile trash, which wc 
have now laid before us, served up again 
and again, in all munnec of forms. The 
bare printing expences, attending this 
branch only of the disputd, will, I dare 
say, come to many hundreds of pounds' in 

papei^money.-^ince 1 wrote the last 

science,’ I have b«cn debating with my- 
SQn, whether I ought, at once, to declare, 
that I never will again cram up my co- 


^lumns with matter relating to this disput^; 

' whether I ought now to leave it totally out, 
as being unworthy of notice; or, whether 
I ought, for tins one/, to slate, in a few 
words, what has happened since I last 
made any observations upon the subject. 
My own taste and bent are decidedly 
for the former; but, as some of my readers 
may wish to know a little of the matter, 
and, at the same time, may \Visely resolve 
not to waste their time upon reading the 
■correspondence, I think it may be as well, 
for thi% one time, to lay before them the 
substance of it; to pick the {‘ IwO grains 
" of wheat out of this bushel of chaftl” 
But, this must be postponed to my next 
number; mattef of mitph more import¬ 
ance presents itself) with claim irresisti¬ 
ble to all the space that I have left." 

Lonuon Common I1au..- 2—In page 
!)SJ of the foregoing volume of the Re¬ 
gister, will be found the Address and Pe- 
titfon oi' the Common Courfcil, and the 

King’s Answer thereunto.-A few days 

after that Address and Petition was agreed 
to, another was agreed to b^ the Livery 
in Common Hall assembled. This papfr 
the Lord Maj'or and Sherifls pledged 
themselves to deliver to the king in person, 
unless they were positively refused that 
4ionour, an honour to which they held the 
City to be entitled.-^'fhey were re¬ 

fused ; and, on Tuesday last, the 9th in¬ 
stant}'a Common Hall v^as assembled to 
receive their Report, relative to the busi- 

nc^.-^The Ilejiait of the Lord Mayor 

|nd Slieriils was, in subst.incc, as follows: 

SIIEUirr’s REPORT. 

."T^at in consequence of the Resolution 
of'the Common Hall of the Mth ult. or- 
dering'thc Petition to he presented by the 
Lord Mayor and SheriHs, the City Re¬ 
membrancer had waited upon the Secre¬ 
tary of State, to know when it .would iie 
his Majesty’s pleasure to receive the Pe¬ 
tition, staling a wish‘at the same time 
*to be allowed to pre.scnt it at the next 
Levee, llic Secretary said he would con¬ 
sult his Majesty; and communicated to 
the Lord Mayor and Sherifls at the fol¬ 
lowing Levee, that it was his Majesty’s 
pleasure that then: Pfitition should be de¬ 
livered at the Secretary of State''s Office, 
Ms Majesty having for the last four years 
discontinued public levees, on account of 
the defective condition t)f his eye sight. 
Tbf Ifbrd Mayor and .Sherifj^ iffiered to 
present it at the private levee, when they 
presented .the Common Cooncil Petition; 
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^ut th^ vxre mi pe^iitted, and the Secre¬ 
tary offered to take it and save them the' 
trojfble of calling at his office. They 
, read to him the Kesdlution of the Common 
Hall, and informed him, that they could 
■not present it excejit to bis Majesty per¬ 
sonally.. The Sheriffs afterwards waited 
upon the Secretary of State at Whitehall; 
and Mr. Sheriff Wood requested that he 
would app!/ to his Majesty for a private 
asidience for the Sheriffs, ^he Secretary 
thought he could not do this—his Majesty 
having already signified his pleasjjrc. Tri 
. conseq(ien(;ie of this situation of affairs, 
the Sheriffs bad thought it proper to re¬ 
port to*a Common Hall, and to crave fur¬ 
ther instruct ions^’ 

When this Report, had been read, Ma- 
Favkll, wfio appears to be a very able as 
well us pul)|ic-$piritcd man, proposed, a^ 
the end of a speech of some length, a set 
of Rcsolutidn.s, one of which, as* \\ ilV he 
suenrprovided for the publication of the 
ori:<inai Addre.ss and Petition.—-These 
Resolutions, which I am now about to in¬ 
sert along with the Address and Petition, 
were seconded, in a very neat and per¬ 
spicuous Speech, by Mit. Jones. 

Resolutions of gih Jan. 1810. ^ 
SMITH, Mayor. 

In a Meeting or Assembly of the Mayor, 

■ Aldermen, and Liverymen of*the se¬ 
veral Companies of the City of Lou¬ 
don, in Common Hail asscmbl«l, at 
the Guild-hall of the said 
Tuesday, the Sllh day of January, 
1810 ., 

• • Resolved unanimously, * * ’ 

1. That it is the undoubted right of the 

Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the 
City of London, to present their Petitions 
to the l^ing sitting upon his Throne ;*that 
out of personal feelingf towards their So-* 
vereign they did,%t the last Common Hall, 
Wave the exercise of thi.s right. • 

2. Resolved unanimously—That it ap¬ 
pears that the Sedfetary of State informed 
the Sheriffs, tlwt the Petition of the Livery 
■could be received only througS his Office; 
that they have bem denied not only the 
usual access to his Majesty, by a personal 
audience, but the undoubted right of pre¬ 
senting the sanee when they had actual 
accesk to his Majesty at the Levee, where, 
they attended to present, and diA present, 

•a Petition from the Court of Common 
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3. Resolved unanimously—That auch 
denial is not only subversive of the Rights 
of the Livery, but a flagrant violation of 
the Right of Petitioning, claimed, de¬ 
manded, and insisted upon, and confirmed 
to them by. the Rill of llights. 

4. Resolved un-inimopsily—That all com¬ 
plaints of the nii.sc<yf(Uict and incapacity 
oflys Mnjc'ty^s Servrmts’arc most likely 
to be nugatory, if such complaints must- 
pass ihfoiigh tile hands of|those very Ser¬ 
vants, and the People can have no stcuril^ 
that lli'-ir complaints arc heard. • * 

5. •kesolvcd—That whocver*advised his 
M^esty not to receive the Petition of die 
Livery in the accustomed end csiabli.sheif 
mode, have committed a scandalous hrcaeii 
of their dut/, violated one of the first prin¬ 
ciples of the Con?tifution, and abusca th# 
confidence of their Sovereign. 

■ G. Re.solved unanimously—That tins 
Common Hall, disregarding all attempts 
and de.signs of interested and corrupt liire- 
linirs, who derive emoluments from the na¬ 
tional burthens, to impute unworthy and 
.disloyal motives to those who resist iin- 
pyncipled and dangerous encroachments 
upon their established rights, are deter¬ 
mined, to the utmost of their powej, to 
jnaintain them ag-ainst those evil Coun¬ 
sellors, who have thus raised a bnvricr be¬ 
tween the King and the People, and there¬ 
by prevented their just complaints from 
.jxachtng the royal ear. 

7. Re.solve(l—That the following In¬ 
structions be given to oar Representatives 
in Parliament:— 

* Gentlegien—You are hereby instructed 
to move in the House of Commons (or sup¬ 
port such motioft if moved), for an humble 
Address to his Majesty, praying for an 
immediate and,rigid Inquiry into the 
cause of the unexampled foilures and dis¬ 
asters which have attended our late Expa- 
ditions to Spain, Portugal, and Holland, 
whereby the blood and ^easure of the 
country have beea*shatnerull}r sacrificed, 
wilflout rendering any effectual assista^hce 
to our allies, checking the prqgtcss of the 
enemy, or tending to the glory or security 
of his Majesty’s Crown and Doininioti*. 
You are also instructed to support all mo¬ 
tions which hqye for their obj*ect Inquiry 
into the violation of the rights of petition¬ 
ing—ijjlo the wasteful es^ienditure ot tlws 
’public •money—the correction of public 
abuses—the abolition of ad mviecessary 
places and pensions'^the .shortening ot lh« 
duration of Parliaments, and restoring 
them t« tlieu' constitutiunal parity and i*- 
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Aepeodence, aS the only tMans of retriev¬ 
ing our public ai&irs, and enabling this 
country succeffifully to contend against 
surrounding nations. 

8. Resolved unanimously—That the 
Sherifis, attended by Mr. Keiuembrancerj 
do forthwith waj,t upon bis Majesty, and 
deliver into his Aj-iuesly’s hand, in the 
name of the Lord Mayoi^ Aldermen^ and 
Livery of London, a fair copy of the fore¬ 
going Rdsolutjons, signed by the Tovm 
Viork. 

*9.' Resolved unanimously—That the 
Thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, for his inde- 
*pendent behaviour ppon all occasions,*and 
particul^iy for his conduct this day. 

10. Resolved unanimously—That the 
Thshks of this meeting be given to Sheriff 
Wood, for his general conduct, and for his 
having requested an audience of his Ma¬ 
jesty, agreeable to the Instructions of this 
Hall. 

Resolved unanimously—^That the Reso¬ 
lutions of this day, together with the Peti¬ 
tion agreed upon on the It-th day of De-: 
cember last, be signed by the Town 
Clerk, and published in the usual Morning 
an^ Evening Papers. Woodthokpe. 


Addkess AMD Petition! of l^thDec. 1809. 

To the King’s mast excellent Majesty. 
The humble and dutiful Address and Pe,i 
tition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery^ of the City of London, 
in Common Hall assembled : 

Most Grpcious Sovereign, 

We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
Subjects, the Lord Mayoi*, Aldermen, and 
Liver}’, oftbeCity of London, in Common 
Hall assembled,, most i^umbly approach 
your Majesty,* at this awful crisis, to ex¬ 
ercise* a duty no less painful than impe¬ 
rious. 

It is to represent with humility to your 
Majrsty the present‘deplorable situation 
cf *public aRaii's, that we have agaiif ap- 
proachetkyour Royal Person. 

Attached to your Majesty’s illustrious 
bouse, fiom afiection and from duty, we 
chould iJhdeiftonstrate the sincerity of our 
loyalty, were we u* coiyreal from your 
Majesty, that it is not amongst the least 
considerable of our grievances, ^at at- 
tempiB should have been made to brant! 
your Miijesty’s faithful subjects with dis- 
aRectioh to your perjon and government, 
whenever they have extfreised tbeir in¬ 
dubitable right to complSifl of gross 


abuses in the State, ^or to attribute the 
‘disgraceful failure of'expensive and cala¬ 
mitous enterprises, to the ignorance^and 
incapacity of those, 'who either planned, 
or executed them; as if infallibility were' 
the appendage of offibe, and belongs of 
right to tho^ who may be called into 
your Majesty’s councils. 

With equal grief and indignation we 
have seen the disastrous result of various 
Expeditions, •in which your Majesty^* 
^armies have been unhappily engaged, 
and w||ich most forcibly mark the dis¬ 
graceful imbecility of thos^ distracted 
councils, which have so scepdalously lap 
vished the blood and treasure of a-patient, 
loyal, and burthened people. 

Towards the close or the preceding 
year, your faithful Citizens bumUy ex¬ 
pressed to your Majesty their deep con¬ 
cern and disappointment at the disgrace- 
'ful Convention o*f Cintra; but we have 
yet to deplore, that due and’efficient in¬ 
quiry has not been* made into that dis¬ 
graceful transaction. 

It is equally painful to call to your 
Majesty’s recollection the melancholy 
fate of a second army assembled with¬ 
in the Peninsula, under the gallant 
commander Sir John Moore—ignorant 
jilike of the state and disposition of the 
Spaniards, and the force and designs of 
the enemy, this army being sent into the 
interior of Spain, w'as in imminent danger 
of being captured ; in this critical emer¬ 
gency and state of agonising perplexity, 
abal^doned to his own resources, this hap^ 
Ms, but meritorious Officer at length dis¬ 
covered that he had no safety but in 
flight; with the loss of his Ammunition, 
hordes, *specie, and baggage, and harassed 
and assailed on all sides, he secured the re¬ 
treat of the remains of his gallant fullowerg 
by the sacrifice of his own invaluable life. 

Deriving no benefit from experience, a 
third well-aitpointed arroy* under the 
command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, wu 
hurried into the interior of Spain, alike 
ignorant of'the force and movements of 
the enemy, where, atlAr an unpi^ufitohle 
display of British valour, and a dreadful 
slaughter, this army, like the former, wm 
compelled to 8eek.«its safety by a precipi¬ 
tate retreat, befhre (what we werfe led to 
believe) a vanquish^ foe, leaving tbeii- 
sands of our sick and vwranded countoyi* 
men in the hands of the enemy. * 

T^is ioss, like others, has passed widie 
out inquiry, ami as if impunity liad plhchd*' 
the Servants pfthe Crown abov^tbereadi 
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of justice, Jrpur Mujesty hss been advised 
to cbnfer titles of honourable distinction 
on the General, who had thus exhibited 
a rash and ostentatious display of unpro¬ 
fitable bravery. 

After these multiplied errors, and in 
defiance of reiterated experieifce, we have 
seen another Expedition yet more expen¬ 
sive, more disgraceful, and more calami¬ 
tous than the former. This Armament, 
, delayed until the fate of Austria was de- 
* cided, landed on the unwholesome shores 
of the Scheldt, where, after an unaccount¬ 
able Btattoof inaction, thousands of* our 
brave soldiers Imve miserably and inglo- 
riously pesisheci, by pestilence, privation 
and disease, without having accomplished 
one national object.* On such an Expe¬ 
dition, pknnrd and conducted by a Mi¬ 
nister, who i^ is now known had been 
pronounced unfit for his Office by bis Col- 
leagues-~an Expedition that touches all 
minds with shame, and fills all bearts.witl^ 
agony, it is too painful tb dilate. 

We canno^ refrain from representing to 
your Majesty, <hat while the afiairs of the 
nation have been so shamefully miscon¬ 
ducted abroad, the most scandalous waste, 
profusion and mismanagement, has pre¬ 
vailed at home; and your Majesty’s con¬ 
fidential Advisers, destitute of all those 
qualities essential to good government, 
and regardless alike of th^ sufferings of 
the People, and of the honour of tljeir 
Sovereign, and insensible or indifferent to 
the surrounding dangers, and the impend¬ 
ing'fate of the Country, have been CHI' 
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in her oouitci^, and so improyidezitly f e> 
verned. 

That while we forbear enumeratiog a 
long trafn of internal grievances, we can¬ 
not but attribute such a series of failorei 
and disasters to the abuses and corruptions 
of the state, and the consequent want of a 
constitutional controul-ovbr^he public ex¬ 
penditure, and the,8ervants of the Crown, 
whereby the responsibility of Min'tsters 
appears to exist only in iiamej 

We therefore humbly pray your Ma¬ 
jesty will be graciously pleased to assure * 
your loyal and affectionate people, that 
the object to which their wishes are di¬ 
rected; is neither tp be abandoned or de¬ 
luded; and that yqur Majesty will be 
pleased to institute a rigid, impartial, and 
general inquiry, into these great national 
misfortunes; into,the plans upon which 
thes^ Expeditions were undertaken; and 
iflto the conduct of the Commanders to 
whom they were intrusted. 

Signed by Order, Henry Woodthorpx. 

• 

It will be seen, that otie of the Resolu¬ 
tions orders a copy of the Resolutions 
themsbives tahedeliveredintothe king^shand, 
by the Sheriffs, accompanied by the Re¬ 
membrancer. So that, the City of Lon¬ 
don* is, at last, resolved, it appears, to 
shew, that the blood of Englishmen has 
not quite departed from their veins.—— 

1 hpve not time, or room, to make any re- 
marlts upon the debates at th«; Common 
Hall; nor is it necessary, the result speaks 
butter than any thing else could. 1 can- 

noticing a s^ort speech of Mr. Sherifjp 
Wood, upon the passing of the vote off 


gaged in the most di.sgraceful squabbles, howevey refrain from particularly 

intrigues and cabals, that ever degraded 
the Councils tff any Nation, and which 
cannot, but be as disreputable to youf'j 
Majesty’s Government, as they are ruin¬ 
ous and dishonourable to the Country. 

While we disclaim all interest in the 
views of contending parties, from a firnt 
conviction fhat we cannot vlook for a re¬ 
formation in the abuses of the State, from 
any persons or parties interested in the 
preservation of them; we cannof but ex¬ 
press our ardent hopd that your Majesty 
will be more fortunate in the choice of 
, the men to whom you may hereafter con¬ 
fide the conduct of affaira; and that your 
councils will be no longer Embarrassed, 
nor the country insulted and dishonoured 
by those disgraceful occurrences, whichi 
while they have exposed us to the ridicule 
ofsarrottimtng nsdions, may embolden t^e 
enimy to look forward with confidence 
lo the subittg^tion aS a nation so ^iatraeted 


thanks to him. — " He declared that no-| 
thing could be mpre graiil'ying to him 
“ than the vote which had passed] 
“ He came into the Corporation with'th^ • 
“ express determination of d(»ing his dutyl 
'*and he hoped he should unjj'ormly act\ 
up to this determination. Justice to| 
I' himsdf, however, and to their cause,*re-* 
" quired that he should explain tliE wayi 
« in which he had acted. Some persons' 
« had found it convenient for themselves] 
to misrepresent the conduct Vhwh h 
either had piirsujed, or might he sup' 

*' posed to be ready to pursue. He ha 
" been represented as ready, ^>n the firsj 
« faVourabWi opportunity, to rush into t'' 

" n^ence q/T his Sovereign, and to insult hit 
“This, he need only say, was never 
•• bis contemplationf While the Corpor 
“ tion was at tha'Palace, he confessea thi 
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« he did particularly request of the Lord 
** Mayor to urge the reception of the Adt 
*'dress ef the Livery. He was not then, 

•• however, the first person. Now he ob- 
" served, by the Resolution of the present 
Meeting, that he was the first person, 

" and he assqrdd them that he should do 
" every thing 'ift^is power to effect the 
** object cotainitted to his care^ The 
« persons who had so misrepresented him 
** were conscious of guilt in themselves^ 
They would tell you, if you wished for 
* ‘'‘redress of grievances, that you insulted his 
“ Majesty. They were enenties to true li¬ 
ft berty. But he assured the Livery, that 
no exertion op his part shduld be waiit- 
« ing^notwithstanding their impedimpt\ts, 

“ to reach the Royal ear.’’' -It is truly 

Heart-cheering to hear language like this 
applauded in that place, yvherc for so many, 
many years, nothing met with applause 
but the basest of court-flattcry, the vilest 
subserviency to every succeeding minister, 
be his principles, or his measures, what 
they^ might. What a change, and in so 
short a space of time! This does give /me 
some hopes, that the country, in the hour 
of her trial will not n aiit for hearts to de- 
Jend her. 

India. -What! an open rebellion in 

that country, in which a large part of ih^ 
army is taking a share ! Thus says the 
Morning Chronicle of the !Oth instant: 

-« We understand that official/lis- 

“ patches have been received, both by 
“ Government anrl by the Court of Di- 
• rectors, dated from Ceylon, in the end 
** of August, and from tht Cape, in*the^ 
“ middle of October, w'hicn agree in an- 
“ nouucing, that the vBhole native army on 
the Madras Establishment, was in a state qf 
" open mutiny, and revglt. The mutineer's 
•' had taken possession of many important 
‘•places, among which Hyderabad and 
I «' Seringapatam are particularly named. 

** The last-^ientioned place was their prin- 
' « cipal station.—Lord Minto had arrived 
I at Madras, having left CalcuttSi, to re-* 

** stoit tranquillity by hjs presence, be- 
•• fore matters came to this extremity. 

*• The King’s troops, to the amount of 
•• eleveji thousand men, had taken the 
" field * against the ii^urgents. General 
V •• Maitland had sent a strong corps from 
•* Ceylon to*co*operate, ami twa regin^nts 
" had already left the Cape fer the aame 

*' destination.”-The Statesman thinks, 

M that this is the laost atqf^ event that has 
Hhappened since the* in the 

am very far-indeed^from entettaining 


•rsf 

any such opinion. I would father hear 
of all India being'wrested from us, ^than 
hear of a commotion in one^ single 
county of Ireland.*-As a matter of cu¬ 

riosity merely, I shall, in my next, en¬ 
deavour to give a dlear analysis of the ac¬ 
counts that^^have come to han0 respecting 
this rebellion.*^—In the meanwhile, i 
beseech my readers to be under no ap¬ 
prehension at all as to die consequences 
that it m:\y produce to us, the people of. 


England. 


W«. COBBETT. 


Holley, WthJan. lc>10, 


COBBETT’S 

Parliaiiientaiy Debates: 

The Twelfth, Thirtceriili, and Four¬ 
teenth Volumes of the aboye Work, com-' 
jn ibing the Proceedings in both Houses of 
•j’arhajnent duripg the l&st Session, are 
ready for delivery, ('oniplete ^Is from 
the Commencement in thv Year 1803, 
may still be had of the Publishers. 


COBBETT’S 
Parliamentary Histoiy 


or 


• ENGLAND, 

JVhich in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, will contain a full and 
accurate Report of all the recorded 
Proceedings, and of all tjie Speeches 
jn both Houses of Parliament, from 

* the earliest times, to the Year 180.3, 
'Jvhen *he publication of " Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary Debates” comnlenccd. 

• The numerous Subscribers to the above 
Work are respectfully informed, that the 
Sixth Voluifie, entbracing the period 
from the Accession of Queen Anne, in 
1702, te the Accession of King George 
the First, in 1714, nvill be published iii 
March next. 


ca.th:olic claims. . 

Sir ;—In your last Number you tell us 
that you will not publish any long fetters 
which you may receivie upon the Catholic 

S aims. I conclude, ftora yqur expression, 
at you do not object to publish sHbrt 
ones, and^ach as do not over-lay their sub- 
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ject. From that Nutnjijer I learn, what I 
should not otherwise have suspected, that 
there #re still persons weak enough to 
iiqagine that the King Is precluded, by 
his oath, from assenting to the admission 
of Catholics into parliament. To such 
persons, gi\ie me leave to say,* in addition 
to your own forcible arguments on ihe 
subject, that the King has already, by an¬ 
ticipation, prodlaimcd to the nation his 
. assest to the measure. For#vhat oilier 
meaning but this can be aiFixed to the 4th 
Artfcleof the Legislative Union wit^ Ire¬ 
land, solefnnly sanctioned by his Majesty ? 
The words of the Act are, “ The members 
of the United Parliament shall take and 
“ subscribe the nsjjal oaihs and decla- 
“ rations iffitil thi said l\irliuwent shall 
othirwke provide.** Why did not those 
who arc said fb have suggested scruples to 
the King abopt the abrogation of those 
oaths, tell him, in the fir.-t mdanre : Your 
Majesty’s conscience ajid honour do no* 
permit you to sanction this Article, be¬ 
cause you, and, of course, parliament, 
never can prbvide for the alteration of 
those tests ? But, Sir, it was necessary, at 
the time of the Union, that his Majesty 
should appear to confirm those promises 
which his ministers so rrpeatenly and 
earnestly made to f'ailiolics concerning 
the loosing of their chains as an induce¬ 
ment to tliem to conniv hi the measure. 
And it ;s an undoubted fact,* that th* re¬ 
peated breaches of faith, in tiieir regard, 
have contributed more to ihcir disconti^it 
than their aetuai disabilities ami suileiings. 
—It appears. Sir, from one of your fonuel^ 
Registers, Jhat you, no less i!’,„n the jiiib- 
lic at large, iiiAgine tint Calli iiic-soldiers 
and* sailors arc uo ler no persecution or 
restraint in the anisic oi religion. * Tliis 
is far* from being the ca-e, as the ease 
which they enjoy, or t!ie restraint whieii 
they sufle^ in this respect, depemls upon 
^ihe character or cajiricef of their Uom- 
inanding Officers, aftd the vartiiig temper 
of the War-office. Comuianding Officers 
of an intolerant or churlish disposition, in 
refusing soldiers permission to attend their 
own place of worship, and in obliging 
them to attend another, contrar;^ to their 
consciences, shelter themselves under the 
first’ Article of War, whicit requires all 
military men to “ attend Divine Worship 
" at the place appointed for this purpose:” 
Such is the case even in Ireland, where, 
by the^Acl qf 1793, Catholic soldiers pre 
•expre^ly allowed the exercise of their 
religion. every other partpf«the Bri¬ 


tish empire they are, and they generally 
Tfeel that they are, out of the protection of 
the law. m this respect. I can confirm?* 
this from my own certain knowledge: for, 
having sent up a petition to the Com¬ 
mander in Chief, on behalf of the Catholic 
soldiers, then in garrisoq gt W’lnchester, 
praying that they mi^ be allowed to at¬ 
tend ll^eir own place of worship on Sun¬ 
days, when not upon military duty; his 
Royal Highness returned mf for ’answer, 
4;iirough a liberal Secretary at War, w'ell , 
known to you. Sir, and to me, that he t^as* 

“ not anthori/.ed by law to grant the peti- 
“ tion.” I have reason to.be!ieve, that it 
was more fo reiiwe the; consciences and ’ 
to conciliate the afiectfrins of y00,()00 
brave fellows \^ho are fighting the battles 
of this country, by sea and land, than to 
obtain cuiTjinis'i.»ns for two score of gen- 
^Icnkcn, that Lord Ilowick brought in his 
memorable bill, which was attended with 
such important consequences. You have 
painted, with your usual glow of colouring, 
the consequences of an invasion of Ireland 
at, the present time; but you have not 
takeij into coir-'ideratioii the eftect of those 
placards of Liberty of Con.science with 
which the invading general would as cej- 
taiply be furnished as with powder and 
.ball, or the feelings in your navy and 
army which w'ould be the too probable 
consequence of a slight impression upon 
Ireland.—Will it be believed. Sir, that the 
spirit of No I’opery has folUnwed the Ca¬ 
tholic soldiery into tlic heart of J^ortugal 
and Spain ? Whilst the troops (one fall 
half of whqpi were Iris!) Catholics) re¬ 
mained in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, 
they were not iifblestc.d on the score of 
religion, and half a dozen linglish or Irish 
priests,‘who ventured their lives in the 
charitable finploymeut, wcw» allowed to 
attend the sick in the hospitals and con¬ 
vents of that city. But the case was other¬ 
wise when orders were issued to march 
fornard into the country and into Spain. 
The I’residints of the English and’lrisTi 
colleges of Lisbon, Messrs. Bucktey and 
Crolty, presented a petition to SiV John 
Moore, requesting that the ^bove-mcn- 
tioiicd piicsts (all of whom arq*now in 
England to verify*the facts) might be per¬ 
mitted to attend those of their own reli- 
gipn, paaticularly the sick and wounded ; 
asking f<w no allowance for tJi m, but 
common rations; and, to remove all jea¬ 
lously on the part of the dean, so called, 
and the chaplsyns,Vhom the minis;rv sent 
out in* greater nqmbcrs than heretofore to 



.lil] 

counteract the Popish infection of the 
country, olKring that they should attend* 
* the army in the capacity of interpreters. 
In fact, what services might not these 
priests have rendered to the common 
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cause! To be brief; Sir Jphn Moore, on 
his part, expressed the highest admiration 
of tne heroism oTv^ese good men, and his 
sense of the* important*benefits to^be ex* 
pected from them ; but he said, his hands 
were tied up| and that he could not accept 
of the |>roposal without the consent of hi% 
*%taff* and of the chaplains. Their voices 
were understood to be all averse to the 
measure, except that of General Stew'art; 
and the fact, of course, becAme lAiown, 
not only to the Irish, Catholics, but also 
to the Portuguese and Spaniards. 1 must 
ndt forget a fact mentioned by one of the 
chaplains, the Rev. Mr. Qrmsby, in his late 
publication, that the conduct of a great 
part of ous army in Spain was such as " to 
•• confirm the inhabitants in their absurd 
" notion, that the English are not Chris- 
" tians.*’ Can we be surprized^ after this, 
at the coolness, or rather the aversion,.of 
our allies in regard to our troops ? ^ I'he 
fact is, these religious or bigotted people, 
c^ll them which you please, considered it 
as only a choice of evils between receiv* 
ing the English and the French amongst.! 
them.—The emancipation. Sir, must come 
very soon: God grant it may not come too 
late! Whenever it does take place,.Jet 
the prmnoters of it refrain from those use¬ 
less teasing measures, the mixed produce 
of bigotry and liberality, which will have 
no other effect than to maj^e the Ir&h 
hesitate about a choice of evils between 
No Popery and the Talents, and to render 
their discontent greater than ever. 
fV. Jan. 2. , Yours, J. M. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

American ^ispute. —Correspondence, £•- 
tween Mr. R. SmYth, the American Secre- 
* tary (f Slate, and Mr. F. J. jAt:KsoN, ^ 
the Sngtish ^vcy. 

’MIb SMITH TO MR. JACKSON. 

(Continuedfiomp. 32.J 

Is any thing more common in public 
negouations than to begin with a higher 
demand, and/ that failing, (o defcend to a 
lower i To have, if not two sets ^ instroc- 
tions, two, or more than two grades of pro¬ 
positions in the san^e set of instructions, to 
begin with what is the most desirable, and 
to end with wEat ig ibond ft> be admissible 


in case the more desirable should not be 
attainable. This niust be obvious to d^ery 
understanding, and it is confirmed ^y uni¬ 
versal experience.-*—What were the real 
and entire instructions given to your pre¬ 
decessor is a qucstitin essentially between 
him and hi^ Government. That he bad, 
or, at least, that he believed he had 
sufficient authority to conclude the ar¬ 
rangement, his formal assurances, during 
our discusyons, were such as to leavp no, 
room for doubt. His subsequent letter of 
the 15th June renewing his assurance to 
me, that the terms of the. agmement so 
happily concluded by tjie recent nego- 
“ tiation will be strictly fulfilled on the 
" part of his Majesty,” is an evident indi¬ 
cation of what his persuasion then was as 
to his instructions. And with a* view to 
show what his impressions Imve been even 
since the disavowal, I must take the liberty 
of referring y6u to the annexed extracts 
(see c) from his official letters of the 31st 
July and of the l^th of August.—•The de¬ 
claration " that the dispatch from Mr. Can- 
ning to Mr. Erskine, of the>23rd January, 

" is the only dispatch by which the con- 
" ditions were prescribed to Mr. Erskine 
" for the conclusion of an arrangement on 
" the matter to which it relates,” is now, 
for the first time, made to this Govern¬ 
ment. And I need hardly add, that if that 
dispatch bad been communicated at the 
tim$ of the arrangement, or if it had been 
known that the propositions contained in 
it, and which w'ere at first presented by 
Mr. Erskine, were the only ones on which 
Irfsh was authorized to make an arrange¬ 
ment, the arrangement would not have 
been made.—As you have disclaimed’ any 
ftatbA'ity to offer explanations for the dis¬ 
avowal, as y.ou have been willing to ascribe 
the want oi' such authority to the consider¬ 
ation that other channels had been pre¬ 
ferred, and as you have even considered 
the circumstances under which the ar¬ 
rangement .took placetto be such as could^ 
only lead to a disavowal, and therefore as 
superseding the necessity of any explana¬ 
tion whatever, it is no be regretted, that 
you had not deemed it proper to render 
precise iftid explicit, that part of your fet* 
ter which seems.to imply that you had in 
our conversations, in relation to the affair 
of the Chesapeake, following the words of 
ynur instructions, helij out not only the 
manner in which the reparation bad been 
accepted, but even the form in which it bad 
beSn tendered, as warranting* bis Majesty 
in even/exacting the offer of reparation* 
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and that you had elucidated the obsenra* 
tiofl Hy a reference to *the particular ex¬ 
pressions, which, at all events, put it lo^ 
tally oilt of his power to confirm any Mt 
comainipg them.—^Whatever may have 
have been your intention in this part of 
our conversation, or whatever may be the 
import of thd passage to which 1 have just 
alldded, I have now the honour of signify¬ 
ing to you, that lam authorised to receive 
in a proper form whatever explicit expla- 
hatioi& you may chuse to m^e with re¬ 
spect-to the grounds of this part of the dis¬ 
avowal ; upd without inquiring wliefher 
your authority he derived from instruc¬ 
tions that have been addresed to yourself, 
or that have devolved on you as the suc¬ 
cessor of the Ministef who had declined to 
execute tt^poi.—(As you have, at the same 
tjme, been pleas^ to say, that hisBritannic 
Majesty had authorized you to renew the 
offer of satisfaction which Mr. Erskine was 
instructed to make, it was also naturally 
expected .that you would in your letter 
have stated with precision in what that offer 
differed from the reparation solemnly ten¬ 
dered by Mr. Erskine, and accepted by 
the United States, and that you would 
have shewn in what the reparation thus 
tendered difiered from his instructions. | 
And when I had the honour to intimate • 
that order to avoid the misconceptions in 
cident to oral proceedings, was thought 
expedient that our further discussion on 
the present occasion should be, in the 
written form, there was no part of the sub¬ 
ject to which that intimation applied with* 
more force than the case of the Chesa¬ 
peake ; none of which it was more desira¬ 
ble to avoid Riisqpnceptions, and obtain a 
precis^ knowledge of the propositions < 
which you were authorised to make, not 
only beqause I did not really understand 
the particulars of the offer as distinctly as - 
you seem to have supposed, but also be¬ 
cause, on that point, and op that alone, 
yw bad expressly stated that you had 
propositions to make, and that you were 
authorised to carry them into immediate 
execution.—On the sul^ect of the Orders 
in Coipwil, the President perceives with 
sentiments of deep'regret, that yaar in¬ 
structions contemplate ppither an explana- 
• tion of the refusal of your Government to 
fulfil the arrangement of that branch of 
the existing differences, nor the substitu¬ 
tion of any other plap of adjustment, nor. 
any authority to conclude any agreement 
on that subject; but' merely to receive' 
and diiBcusa proposals that might be mde 


to you oa the part of the United States; 
Mid these it appears most ineltde a stipo- 
lation on the part of the United States to 
relinquish the trade with the enemicf 
Colonies, even in branches not hitherto 
interrupted by^ritish Orders for captuni; 
and also a sanction to the er^weing of aa 
Act of Congress by tb^Sntish Navy.-.. 
Were the way properly open^ for formal 
ropositlons from tfam Government, a 
nown determination on the |>art *of bis 
]&'itannic Majesty to adhere to such extra¬ 
ordinary pretensions, would preclude the * 
hope of spccess in such advances, whether 
regard be had to the conditions themselves, 
or to thte dispsisition, they indicate, in re¬ 
turn for the conciliatory* temper which 
has been evinced by the United States.-— 
As to the demand in relation to the colo¬ 
nial trade, it has bqen the less apprehend¬ 
ed, as.it is not in itself connected, nor has 
it ^ver before been brought into- connec¬ 
tion, either with the case of the Orders in 
Council or with that of the Chesapeake. 
And it was jreasonably to be presumed, if 
the idea of such a condition had in the first 
instance proceeded from the erroneous be¬ 
lief that it was not objectionable to tbe 
United States, that it would not have been, 
persisted in after that error bad been 
asceitained and acknowledged.^—The other 
demand could still less have been appre¬ 
hended. Besides the inevitable and in¬ 
calculable abuses incident to such a license 
to foreign cruizers, the stipulatioii would 
touch one of those vital principles of sove¬ 
reignty which no nation oug^tto have been 
MKpected to impair. For where would be 
the difference fn principle between autho¬ 
rising a Foreign Government to execute, 
*and authorising it to make laws for us > 
Nor ought it to be su[}posed that the sanc¬ 
tions and preeautionsof a law ofthe United 
States in the cases of the prohibited trade 
in question, would prove inefficacious for 
its purposes.—Had none of thesi^ obstades 
presented themselves to (he course corres¬ 
ponding with the sentiments and disposi- * 
tions of the President, I should have'folt 
great pleasure in giving you formal* as¬ 
surances of bis readiness to execute the 
conditional, authority with which^ is in¬ 
vested, for restoring in its full exteht, aa 
fad* aa it may depend on the United States, 
the commercial .intereourse of the two 
countries, a^ that be wouM moreover b« 
disposed to extend the experiment of a 
friendly negotiatiea to evqry poitt* of dia- 
ference and of mutual interest between 
them. Ifindeed, tn the event of » attccass- 
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fill termination of what relates to the case 
of the Chesapeake, it be thought that it 
removal of the difficulties arising from the 
Orders in Council might be facili'taled by 
comprehending them in a general negotia¬ 
tion, and the operation of (ha Orders can 
ill the mean ^ime be suspended, the door 
might be consider^ as immediately open 
to that course of i^oceeding.—^To such a 
suspension no reasonable objection can be 
made. If, as ^ou have stated, the Orders in 
Council, as now modified, leai^e the trad§ 
’•of*the United States nearly as great as it 
would be without the existence^ of such 
Orders, so long as France and the other 
Powers shall continue, their Decrees, and 
inasmuch as a discot^inuance of their De¬ 
cress by those Powers confessedly requires 
an immediate and intirc revocation of thi* 
Orders in Council.—-Tijat a suspension of 
the Orders, with a view to their l>eiug 
brought into a general negotiation, is mofe 
reasonable than a temporary submission to 
their authority by the United States with 
that view, is obvious from the reflection 
that such a submission would necessarily 
involve a relinquishment of the principle 
which they have stedfastly asserted, ^ herc- 
as a discontinuance of the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil, in the present actual state of things, 
would not be incompatible with the firin- 
ciples on which they were originally 
founded.—^I'his principle was, as you well 
know, the necessity of retaliating, thro^ugh 
neutrals,injuries received through a shola- 
tion of their.rights by another Deliige- 
rent. In thejactual state of things, and 
under the actual modification of the Orders 
in Council produced by it, It is admitted 
by you, that the Orders have no practical 
efiect in abridging the commerce of neu¬ 
trals, and can, of course, have no retaliat¬ 
ing efiect 9 n the other !^lligercnts.—Al¬ 
though it cannot be allowed to be true 
that the Orders in Council are no longer 
injurious to the commerce of the IJnUed 
States, it is certiinly true that they pro- 
* duce no degree of injury to the*cnemi<^ 
of Great Britain that can countenance the 
retaliating plea alledged in support of 
them.—What, permit me to ask, is the 
degree of injury actually accruing to tlic. 
enemi^^of Great Britain from her retaliat¬ 
ing Orders ? According to those Orders, 
as now modified, and mo|;e especially tak¬ 
ing into view along with thegi the pVohi- 
bitoiy law of this country in relation to 
Prance, the essential difierence between 
their repeal ana their existence consists 
in this—that in the case bf their repeal, as 


pledged by the arrangement of April, the 
trade of the United*Srates might be carried 
on directly with tiie poirts of Holland, 
whilst during their existence, as at jpresent, 
.it is to be carried on through the coiiti^- 
ous and neighbouring ports. To your 
own calculations, Sir, 1 submit, whether 
the inconsiderable efiect of this circuit on 
the prices in Holland, and in the countries 
supplied through her, can any longer sus¬ 
tain the ])lea of inflicting distress on an 
enemy, or palliate the injuries done*to a 
friend by a proceeding so contrary to his 
sentiments of justice, and whi^li subject 
his regular commerce not* only to incon¬ 
venient channels, but to all .the abuses 
which may result from the suspicions, real 
or pretended, of inteA;sted cruizers. You 
cannot but be sensible, that a pei;|cverance 
under such circumstance in a system 
w liich cannot longer be explained by its 
avowed object^ would fored an explanation 
,by spme object not avowed. What object 
might be considered as best exp|jiining it, 
is an inquiry into which I do not permit 
mj'sclf to cuter, further Ui'an to remark, 
that in robation to the United States, it 
must be an iilegitiiiiate object.—It remains 
to make a few observations which are due 
to the just interests of the United States, 
and which are invited by yours relating 
tu the Orders in Counril of May last.— 
You seem to cjnisider that measure as cora- 
prjsiiig thf! utmo.st precaution that was 
in the power of ids Britannic Majesty to 
take, for prevonting losses, from his dis¬ 
avowal rf the engagement of your prede¬ 
cessor, to citizvris of the United States, 
who had resumed their commercial pur¬ 
suits on the faith of tha^ act.—W-ithout 
«iiteriHg into a full view of the inadequacy 
pf the Order in that respect, 1 take the 
liberty of pointing out the fbllotving in¬ 
stances in which it falls essentially short 
•of it declared intention. — 1. The Order 
does not provj^e for the impiwtant case of 
vessels reiurniiig vtjth cargoes from the 
ports of Holland.—2. The exemption from 
interruption of vessels bound from the 
United States to Helland was restricted by 
that Order to.such as should have departed 
prior te the 20th of July, at which date it 
is not certain that, the Order, which was 
not officially communicated until the 31st 
of that month, had even reached any one 
,point of the United States, So that some 
vessels may have sailed between the limited 
dat^ and the arrival of the Qrder in the 
United States, and - many from di^ant 
ports must bare done so after its arrival,, 
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but bef<A‘e a knowledge of it had hRcome whose seizure making a part of the original 
gen*al; all proceeding on the faith of the hostility commitied against the American 
arrangement, yet all left by the Order ex- liigate, iniist be regarded in a light ana- 
pusecl to capture and condemnation.—3. logons to* a continued detentinn of the ship 
Tlfc Order does not provide fur the im- itaclf; that in the other case, viz. that of 
portant case of vessels which' had sailed the Orders in Council, you are not nutho- 
on the like faith for Dutch purl# other than rized to tender explanatinntt for the clis-, 
those of IIonand.-.-4'. It does not'include avowal, or to propose^^y new arrange- 
in its provisions the extensive list of ves- ment, nor to conclade any agreement, but 
eels going indircatly from the United States, solely to receive and discuss propositions 
but directly from foreign ports jo those of which might be made to you, tot conceal- 
*Holldbd, nor vessels trading entirely from ipg, at the same time, that, to be satisfac- 
Ibreign ports to Holland ; and in both tory, they must include two condition!; 
these instgpees proceeding on the fiiitTi of both inadmissible—one altogether irrelc- 
the arr.ingemcdl professed to l)c respected vant to the subject, and the other requiring 
within the.deiined period.—It is true, in notliin^ iess*than a surr^der of an un- 
these last instances 'the vessels were not to alienable function ot the "national eove- 
be captured without Sn attempt, after cun- reignty.—^Notwithstanding these repulsive 
trary wayiing, t6 proceed to those ports, considerations, such is the disposition of 
Uut I need uo(t remind you that the inju- the President to facilitate a final and com- 
'rics incident to the delay and to the break- prehepsive accommodation between the 
ing up of such* voyages cannot but have tvfo nations, that he is ready, as 1 have 
bcenconsidorablc, and will have resulted as, already had the honour of signifying to 
manifestly from the disappointed faith in you, to favour any mode of bringing 
the arrangement, as in the cases specially about so happy an event that may be 
provided fur,*and consequently with all found consistent with the honour and the 
other losses fairly resulting from the same essential interest of the United States. 
bona fide confidence in that act, they will * 

fall within the just indemnification for " , 

which the principle, assumed in the Or- xoti^s referred to in mr. smith’s second 
iler, is a formal pledge.—1 conclude, Sir, ^ letter to mr. jackson. 
with pressing, upon your candid attention, 

that the least which the P^psident could (a.) 

have looked for in consequence of tjte ExttQCt of a Letter from Mr. Pinkney to Mf. 
disavowal of a transaction such as was Canning, dated London, Oct. \0ffn08. 
concluded by your predecessor, and car- • 

lied faithfully into effect by this CJovern-* At • our first interview (on the- 29tli 
ment, was an explanation from yours of {siune) verbal communication was not dis- 
the disavowal, not through the Minister countenanced, out commended ; for, after 
disavowed, but through his successor—an I had made myself ^inderstood as to the 
expl^pation founded on reasons strong tnd* purpose for which the interview had been 
•olid in themselves, and presented, neither requested, you asked me if I thought of 
verbally, nor vaguely, but in a form com- taking a more formal coarse ; ibut imiqe- 
poAing with the occasion, and with the diately added, that you presumed I did 
respect due to the character and to the' not, for that the course I had adopted was 
good faith of the disappointtid party; that well suited to the occasion, ^y reply 
i* has been found witlj much concern and was in substance, that thi freedom ofeon- 
witb not less surprise, that you arc charg- i^rsatiorfwas better adapted to our suh- 
ed with no such explanations; that you ject, and more likely to conduct us * an 
have apparently wished to bring the sub- advantageous conclusion, than the ton- 
jects which have been formally and defi- straint and formality of vvritten intercourse, 
nitivelv arranged into fresh negoefutions, and that I had not intended to present a 
as if no ^uch arrangemept hpd taken place; note. At the secoijd interview (on the 
■ that ope of-the cases thus’skghted, viz. 22nd July) it did not occur to me that I 
that of the frigate Chesapeake, is a case had any reason tn conclude, aud certainly 
for which reparation, not denied to be due, I did’not copclude, that verbal conimuni- 
had been previously.so long withheld, or cation had not continued to be acceptable 
rather in which the aggression itself Jiias as a preparatory course, ,and it was not 
beep 8pu« out to the'present moment, by until the third intervitfiy (on the 29th July ) 
the sontinued detention of the marjoers, that it wsw rejectell as inadmissible. 
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complied with, I felt a thorougb»CQDvic« 


^ S 'rig;!; 

wishes, and accordingly conciaatd the 

i_»__1__k:. 


It is hu^lv probable that I did not (as 
you say 1 <ud not) assim to you as the 
nbtive of the wish which! (hen expressed, 
my penuasion, ‘that wriKen communica 
tions are less liabICHo ipistake than verba 
ones; because that consideration* is suffi 
ciendy obvious, and because the whole 
course and practice of office is,*in that re- 
> spect, so established and invariable, that 1 
really could not have supposed the assign 
me^t of any specific motive to 6e neces 
sary to account for my^requising a written 
statement of your groposals; previous to 
my returning an official answer to them.— 
f had taken for granted all along, that 
such would, and such must, be the ulti¬ 
mate proceeding on your part, however 
you might wish to prepare the way‘for*it 
by preliminary conversations. 


(C.) 

Extract cf a Letter from Mr. EfMne to Mr. 

Smith, dated Wfolangtan, Juhf 3 1, 1 tiOg. 

Neither the present time nor the occa- 
aon will afford me a favourable opportu- 
*nity for explaining to you the grounds 
and reasons upon which ! conceived I had 
conformed to his Majesty’s wishes; and 
to the spirit, at least, of my instructions 
upon that subject; nor indeed would any 
vmdicatipn of my conduct ^whatevllr 1 
may have to pfier) be of any importance, 
farther than as it might tend to shew that 
no intention existed on my part to praetisqi 
any deception towards the government of 
the UnitM States. • 

fVom the Sam to the Sam, dated Aug. 14. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, 
finding that 1 could not obtain the recog¬ 
nitions specified in Mr. Canning's dispatch 
of the 23rd of January ^wbich formed but 
one pwt of h» iifidructions to me), in the 
* formal manner required, 1 considered tha^ 
it would be in vain to lay before the Go¬ 
vernment of the United States the dispatch 
ip question, which I was at liberty to have 
done so ^te»$o, had I thought proper But 
aa 1 hifii such strong grounds for believing 
that the object of hia Majesty^s Govern¬ 
ment emild be attained,,though in a dif- 
fiereat manner, and the spirit,^ at least, of 
my several letters of iostruction be fully 


late provisional agreement on his Majesty’s 
behalf with* the Government of the United 
States.—^The disavowal by bis Majesty is 
a painful proof to me that I bad formed 
an erroneous judgment of his Majesty’s 
views and the intention of piy instructions; 
and 1 have most severely to lament that 
an act of* mine (though unintentiorially) 
should produce any embarrassment in the 
relations between the two countries. 


MR. JACKSON TO MR. SMITH. 

Washington, OctiAer 23, 1809. 

Sir; The letter, which you did me the 
honour to address to me on the"" 19th in¬ 
stant, was delivered to me on the .follow¬ 
ing day. 1 shall without loss of time, 
I transmit it to my Court, where the various 
**and important considerations which it 
embraces will receive the attention due to 
them. In the interval, I would beg leave to 
submit to you the following observations, 
as they arise out of the communications 
that have already occurred between us.'— 
In fulfilling a duty which 1 conceive to be. 
due to my public character, X have never 

S ested, nor mean to suggest, that the 
B of negociating prescribed by yon, 
on this partjcuW occasion, an occasbn se- 
ledted for the purpose of removing exist¬ 
ing differences, was otherwise objection¬ 
able, than as it appeared to me to be.less 
calculated, than it does to you, to answer 
the professed purpose of our oegociation. 
—It was against the general qirinciple of 
debarring a Foreign Minuter, in the short 
spaqe of one week after his arrival,’ and 
without ahy previous misunderstanding 
with him, from all personal intercourse, 
4bat I thought it right to*protest. Since, 
however, I fiqd by your letter, that it is 
not intended to ap^ly that principle to 
me, I will only observe, that in the case 
which you mention to have occurred be¬ 
tween Mr. Canning, and Mr. Pinkney, 
the conferences were held, under an ex- 
pectatien, at least, on tlie part of the for¬ 
mer, of their leading to a written commu¬ 
nication; wiieFfas, in ours, 1, from the 
beginning, stated that I bad no such' com- 
jniinicatimi to make. 

CTo be cd^mued.} 
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“ How.curions to contemplate TWO STATE RWKS, , # 

*' Btudious their nests to feather in a trice, 'y 

*' With all the Necromantics of their art, , ^ • 

‘I Playing the game of faces on each other, • 

" Making court-sweetmeats of their latent gall. 

In foolish hope tmsleal each other's trust ; , t 

“ Both cheating, both exulting, botb deceived ; 

“ And sometimes both (let Earth rejoice) undone !" 

• Young: Nigjft Tlionghts; The Complaint. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

• 

Lord C'isti.rrkaoh.- This Lord is, 

it would s|^eul from the public prints, 
making, or somebody for him, great ef¬ 
forts to put himsolf forward again, and 
even to establish some claim to compara¬ 
tive disinlercstednesg. Nay, a’corfts- 
pond^nt tells me, that he is not without 
his hopes, *tliat wo may “ yet see Castle- 
“ reagh a patriot,” as be seems so anxious 
to disclaim all share in the pocketing of 

public money.-If one may judge from 

the language of the, partizan> of the minis¬ 
try, it is the intention to disown both the 
Pistolling J’iivy-C()iniscilor» ; for, at tin* 
liEUKsiiiuE Mf.etinc, tlic wluile of the 
Proceedings at which tlft reader will find 
below, and find well woi tli liis rerflling ; 
at this luei'ling, the pai tizans of the minis- 
tty contended, that they were not t(« be 
blamed for the scandalous bickerings am| 
quarrellings. which had taken place in the 
cabinet, seeing that the wranglers were 
now out; an*!, one of the spcakers^/iagi'cd 

GW,‘ that they luere out. -it is not, 

therefore, impossible, that my LortlCastle- 
reagb may have the design of becoming a 
patriot; but, 1 must not Jet him, or any 
one for him, paj.s himself olL as to the 

past, at least, for what hcliasiMtbeen.- 

There is an attempt inakirig to create a 
belief, that, in my Statement,of the 21st 
of January last (juijt a year ago, lacking 
one day), at page 71. in V-'i. XV. of the 
Register, I published, respecting the emo¬ 
luments of this man and his relations, 
what was FALSE. \Jre*at yains are taking 
to cause this to be generally ^licved. 
The motives lor this 1 can easily ^ess at ; 
but, be the motives what they may, it be¬ 
comes me to expose the trick, and to show 
yilAT MY STAlTiMEN'J’ WASTllUE, 
with the 'exception of a mere error in cast¬ 
ing, and a trifling error in tli« Amount of 


one salary, whidh, it is evident, could not 
be intentionstl; which could make no dif¬ 
ference at all as to- the conclusions to be 
drawn from the statement; and which 
was more than •overbalanced by omissions 

oPother salaries or emoluments.-Some 

time ago (upon precisely what occasion I 
do not recollect), Mr. Waithman did, it 
seems, make, in speaking to the Citizens 
of London, a statement respecting the 
enormous sums of public money, swallowed 

by Lord Castlercagh and his relations.-- 

At the /flsr City-Meeting, Mr. Waithman, 
having, as he said, been informed, thathis 
slatemcnt about the emoluments of Lord 
Caslh rcagh and his relations was an er¬ 
roneous statement, corrected that state¬ 
ment ; but observed, at the same time, 
rttat he had taken his facts "from the netvs~ 
" papers,” which facts had ‘never been 

contradicted.-1 was father surprized 

Rt this explanation of Mr. W aithman, be¬ 
cause I hack not observed any thing incor¬ 
rect in his first ^atement; but, what was 
my astoni-shment, when I read, in that ex¬ 
cellent Evening Paper, the Statesman, a 
sort of circular • article, ascribing Mr. 
Waithman’s pretended mil-statemeiit to 
ME ! I was struck with the audacity of 
the thing ; and, 1, at once, got over a re¬ 
solution that I haci fvmed, Sever more to 
nam<\ cither Castlereacii or Cannusw. 

‘- ^The Statesm \n introduces Cir¬ 

cular Article with these word^: “On 
“ Saturday night, we received for insertion 
“ the fuiiowiiig statement, vfhiq[i, by its 
'* having appeared in the Morniag Papers 
“ of this day, wtf conclude to bo destined 
" to make the grand tour of the press of 
^‘•the Wiited* Kingdom .—We feel at all 
“ times gratified in the opportunity of giv- 
“ ing publicity to statements which have 
“ for their olijcctthe iflvestigation of truth. 
“ Lord Castlei^agh is, indeed, by this ac- 
" conhti a muchamcHe neglected Statesman 
C 
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*' rfian we had apprehended him to be. 
♦* This, )iowerer, our readers must Iiear in 
** mind, is a statement made by the noble 
** lord, in Gqa||ndiction of that which was 
** stated bylfiPn. Cobbett more than 12 
" months ago, and which having, until 
** Tuesday last, remained nncontradicted, 
" Mr. VVaithman waVitherefore, as fully 
in asserting, as the public ip be- 

** lieving.”- -This is very good for all the 

parties," except f‘ Mr. Cobbett,” who is not 
disposed to pass for a promulgator false¬ 
hoods', though those falsehoods should be 
two years Old instead of one ; and there¬ 
fore Mr. Cobbett, in order to arove tliat 
*be scorns to shelter any statement of his 
under a pretence of lapse (f time, here re¬ 
publishes bis Statement, and, with the in¬ 
significant errors above-noticed, asserts it 

to be a true ^strUement. -First, however, 

let me remind the reader of the circuifi- 
stances, unddr w'liich the siuteinent was 

made, and tiic cause of its being made.- 

The Danish Islands had ju.>t been taken, 
and the Commanders, by .sea aAd land, 
who made the capture, had Imstowcd, as* 
being in their gift, {from long usage) 
offices, two of Hasiiouk Master and two of 
Naval Officer, upon two officers of the 
navy, and one military officer, all serving 
upon the station ; but. Lord Castlereagh, 
being then in an office which gave him 
the management of the colonics, set aside 
these af^aintments; took the emoliimenw 
of these offiots from three officers, serving 
their countiy irCthat pestilential climate; 
took the four offices.from them, ond gore,, 
them all to hts own uncle. Lord Gbbrce Skv- 
Moi'R, who was living in s fely at home, and 
who was, at the same lime, a Cotnmissioner of 
Excise in Eu'j,land ! —=—I'his was the act 
that called forth ttie Statement, which iny 
friend •the StAtesman, has, without due 
consideration, seemed to admit to be un¬ 
true,' but,'for the truth of whieii| wdth the 
insignificuiit evce[>tio9.s above-mentioned, 
1 am ready to vouch. Indeed, 1 w'lll \pave 

no doiibt^at all upon the subject.-Here 

is the Statement. 

;&CTBACT fltOM THE POLITICAL REGISTER, 
• 21Jan. 1809. 

C 

*• Loyalty.*’ -1 mean not vulgar 

loyalty, but loyalty in the Aiodem sense 
of that word, as it is understood anfti passes 
current at Whitehall and in (he neighbour¬ 
hood ; and of which 5oyaJty I shall, under 
the indulgeoce of the reader, give some 
Yery striking instances. JVt one tirile in 


my life, when, indeed f ** fire$t 
a distance from my country to be able to 
know much of what tvas passing in at, I 
was dreadfully alarmed for the safety of, 
the throne. beard of nothing but meet¬ 
ings of CorrMponding Societies, United 
Irishmen, and Jacobins. Uttle did 1 ima- 
ine, that the loyal were so numerous as 
have, since my return, found them to 
be ; nor, indeed, was it tilf very lately 
that I obtainial a complete and authentic 
seturn of their numbers: 1 mean, the Lists 
of placemen,pensioners,and revensionaries, 
contained in the Report, laid betbre the 
House of Commons, by the Rnance Com¬ 
mittee, in the month of June last. Complete, 
indeed, this return is no^; but, defective 
as ii is, it is quite populous enough to re¬ 
move, from the mind of any reasonable 
man, all fears as to a ivant di loyalty in 

,t!iesc United Ki,ngcloms.-There are 

many individuals, and many whole f.tmi- 
lie.'T, to' VI hose distinguished loyalty it 
would well become me to attempt'to do 
justice; and, as opportunities ofier, I may, 
perhaps, towards many of them, be able 
to perform this very pleasing and not uu- 
iisethl task. At presem I shall coniine 
myself to the displaying of the proofs of 
tliis most eatimable quality in theViscocNT 
Castleueagh and some or his relation.s; 
and, 1 select this nobiemaii, nut so much 
because he is ond of the ministry, as be¬ 
cause ^he is well known to have been, of 
all mankind, the man after the late Pitt’s 
owiv heart ; the man, of all others, th.e 
Impest resembling him in talents as well 
a's'in disposition; and, the only man on 
earth, perhaps, whom he could have foi^nd 

to p^eciite his commands in Ireland_ 

III making this display, it will not be* suf¬ 
ficient merely to state the sum that'each 
person annually receive.s. We must'also 
ste^liow long they have been in the re¬ 
ceipt of it; whence will naturall)b proceed 
a calculation of tb*e total amount received, 
incluiiiiig, of course, ti!e compound inte- 
i't>st thcreog; because, it is clear, that if 
a mail has been in the,receipt of a tbou- 
.sand a year, out of the taxes, during the 
space of ywenty-eight yetirs, he has, in 
fa^t, received fifty-six thousand pounds 
from the publip ;**or,'which is tjie same 
thing, taken from the public that, which 
if left in its hands, would, at common in- 
terefet, have been worth fii’ty-six thousand 
pounds.-—-Having madd this preliminary 
remark,*! shall now proceed to iny /rtatr-T 
meut, numbering the offices, as 1 go, for 
the sake of vity in the case ofireferencs. 
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t I. Loud CastiAbeagh. Secretary ^of 
State, £. t>,000 a year. 

«. Bricaoier Gen.- Stuart, (brother of 
Lord Castlereagh) Under Secretary 
of State, £. 2,000 a year. 

3. Same person,—(jen* upon the Staff; 

apon our fanious Staff, £. j,500 a 
year. 

4. Same^person.—Lieut. Col. of a regi¬ 

ment »»f dragoons, £. 500 a year. 

• 5. Loro Henry Moobe* (a first cousin 

of Lord Castlereagh) Joint muster- 
master gen. in Ireland, *3 patent 
* place, £. 2,100 a year. 

6. Mr. doii.v Ormsby Vandeleur (a 
' first cousin of Ld. Castlereagh) Coin- 
miasionar of the excise in Ireland, 
wC. 1,200 a year. 

7r Messrs. John Staples and Thomas 
Staples (first cousins of Ld. Castle¬ 
reagh) Examinators of the customs 
in I/eiaiid, jf*. yi8 a year. 

8. Loiin Henry Seymour 1 (unclbs of 

and V Ld. Castle- 

Loup Rout. Seymour j reagb) I’ro- 
ibonotaiy in the Court of King’s* 
bench in Ireland, £, 12,511 a year. 

9. Same persons.—Glerk of the crown 

in the King’s bench in Ireland, 
£. 4^27 a year. 

• 10. Same persons.—I’ilazers in fchc 

King’s bench in Irelatid, £. 1,105 
a year. * , 

IV. Loru Robert Seymour (vtncle oP- 
Ld. Castlereagh) Craner and Whar¬ 
finger of the Port of Dublin,.£* 1,0 .‘>0 

u yciipA 01 ^ • 

12. lA)uri (lEORCc Seymour (uncle of 
•Loyl Castlereagh) Commissioner of 
Excise m Engl.Rnd, £. 1 -i year. 
I”S, Same person.—Harbour Master of 
the Port of Chri.lTiansttd, in the 
;.dand of Saint Croix, about 1,000 

a year. 

14. .Same person_-Jlarbouv Master of 

the Port of Trcdericksted, in Saint 
Croix; about £. 1, UK) a year, ^ 
l.>. Same person.—NavalJ^fficer of the 
Port of Christiansted, in St. Croix; 
about £. 900 a year. 

IG. Same p'erson.—Naval Qfficer of the 
Port of Fredericksted, in St. Croix; 

. about £. l,0(1b a.year. 

17, Lord (i'eorge .Seymour, 1 The 

and his son > ^rever-* 

' G. TI. Se^our, 11 years old ) sion of 
the office of Craner and Wharfinger 
• of the -Port of Dublin, valued at 
£. 1,930 a yoar, and now held, as 
j^tst stated, by I,‘l. Robt. Seymour. 


The total annual amount, paid by th® 
public to these several persons, is £. 36,691 * 
and, Nos. 8, 9, lo and II, having been 
held since 1700, the total sum, which, 
through thcMe channels only, has been 
(Iraw'n from tlie public, including the com¬ 
pound interest, is, if My cukulation be 
correct, £. 2,1 OOjoSfi. 1 L’wo millions, one 
hundred and ’sixty thousand, and fifty-six 
pounds. No. 12, has been h^ld for many 
yearsipast; as long, perhilps, as the others ; 
but certainly for about eight years gast, 
as will be seen by referring to a* list of 
places, in the second Volume' of the Poli¬ 
tical Register ; and, without including in 
the calculation, the several sums of money, 
which Lord Cattlereagh has received, in 
the shape of salary, under the administra¬ 
tions of the late Pitt, Lord Sidmoutli, and 
the present; *wilhout including in the cal- 
V'ulation, these sums, amounting to an ave¬ 
rage of about £. 5,000 a year, for the last 
sixteen or eighteen years; passing over 
the interest and even principal of this 
large ftera ; the total amount, drawn from 
the public bv the above persons, does not 
fiill much, if any, short of £. 3,000,000. 
Three millions the piMk numey, drawn 
from the public, during the last 30 <or 4-0 
years, by six or seven persons !—There’s 
loyalty for you !***•***♦ 

* *-1, sometime ago, produced slrik- 

ing proofs of loyally in the peri^on and fa¬ 
mily of Mr. Gamier, who,'as Apothecary 
(General aud Officer uf)Ou4he Stalfj resid¬ 
ing all the w'hilc ijuietly at Wickham, con- 
descendfd to rcc'eive from the public, and, 
in pait, of coyr.ic, from the nasty, dirty, 
.sweaty, smeary, hard-iisted and hard-ih- 
voured " Jacobins and Levellers,” tiie 
sum of thiitcifn thousand a year and uji- 
wards ; bul. the loya'ty l>f this jiontir-maii 
and hi.-4 family is rofhii:.', when compared 
with that of those lieiu 

we see noble Lotfls, wli'*, rather than liis 
jViiijcsty’s business should go Hnp.''rfoynLd, 
willing to become, IVIuster-Wasters, Pio- 
thonotaries. Clerks, Fdazers, ^xcisiuitn, 
and Wharfingers ; and. Lord <Teor.>e Sey¬ 
mour, not satisfied wiih what he ca.i do in 
his lif’o-time, has, we see, entjllcd tiii.s task 
of loyalty iip«n his son, though, at piesent, 
a child of only eleven ygarsold. Nay, so 
anxidus is’this nobleman to apist his Sove- 
reignj in carrying on the affairs of govern¬ 
ment, that he has not confined hi.s loyal 
exertions to Ejigiafld and Ireland ; but has 
procured •himsell', through Lord Ca.stle- 
re’ajrh (into ivhosc patronage these offices 
C 2 



came) te be appointed Naval Officer and 
Harbour Master, in the ports of oarnewly- 
GOtii]uered Island of Santa Croix, where, 
as appears by the Gazette of that place, he 
was formally appointed in the month of 
June last, by His Excellency General 
" Harcoartthdugh^ from mere modesty, 
I suppose, the appointment was never an- 

nounceti in the Gazette at home.-There 

are some uircumstaiices belonging to this 
appointment, thkt are worthy of particular 
iiMicQ. The island of Santa Croix, it is 
well known, was taken, about a year ago, 
by Sir Alexander Cochrane and General 
JJowyer, who, jointly, according to the 
usual custom in such cases) made appoint¬ 
ments of Harbour Masted and Naval Offi¬ 
cers.. They bestowed the four offices 
upon three persons, in the following man¬ 
ner. Captain Thomas Cothrane, of the 
Navy, son of the A-lmiral, was appoin1e*(l 
Harbour Master of the (wo ports ; Captain 
Pickinore, of the Navy, was made N<ual 
Officer of tlie poit of I'lederickstcd ; and 
iJrig. Gen. Ramsay, Nav.d Officer of the 
port of Christiansled. All those appoint- ‘ 
incnts wore sot aside by Lord Casi leroagli, 
and the four officers united in the person 
of his uncle, l.ord George Sej'mour, who 
was before, as wo have seen, and had 
been for many years, a Commissioner of 
the Excise in England. ***** 
“*********** 

***** With respect to thtf' 
propriety of making sinecures of such offi¬ 
ces, I have nd hesitation to say, that the 
practice is vvrong. But, such having been ■ 
the practice ; and the Commftiders by 
sea and land having unifofraly appointed 
officers of the navy and army, to be Har¬ 
bour Masters and Naval Officers in the 
conquered ports, the coilmianders, upon 
the occasion now referred to, cannot be 
blamed for what they did. At Martinico, 
Sir Charles Grey appointed his son, Capt. 
Grey, to be Haftour Master j at Surinam, 
J.«»a Hugh Seymour appoiuted bis son to 
the same^ situation ; Sir Samuel Hood, 
upon the /eduction of Surinam, tlii.s war, 
appoint^ Capt. Maxwell, of th6 Centaur, 
who still {{olds the post ; and upon the 
capture of ^’ura^oa, Capt. Wood, of the 
Latona, was appointed Ilftrbour Master. 
None of these a{}pointmentswere setaside. 
All were confirmed. These posts df pro-* 
fit appear to have been considerifd as a 
perquisite of the Navy and Army, particu¬ 
larly the former, in tnegifrof the captur¬ 
ing commanders. ■ Tlie tbtee officers, 
amongst whom this perquisite was diyillcd 
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upon the occasion refelred to, are, by the 
navy and army, well known to be very 
meritorious men. They were, at any 
rate, men engaged in actual and 'very pe¬ 
rilous service, if we thjiik only of the na¬ 
ture of the climate, under which they 
were compelled, and are still csmpellcd 
to remain. Lord George Seymour was 
notin the West Indies. He had run no 
risks from cannon balls or from yellow 
fever. He Rad, all his life long, berti 
Afe at home, and, for a considerable part 
of that We, a Commissioner of Excise, with 
a salary of 1 ,500 a year. He h^d had 
no bulietings of the seas to endure. His 
life liad not been a life of sutlering and 
of toil in that service,* in that arduous 
service, in that navy, u|ion the fidelity, 
skill, valour, and zeal of tlie^offictl's of 
whtcli the safety of this kingdom does 
♦low almost solely depend, and towards 
which otiii ers, therefore, policy as well 
as jiislitM', iiuperativviy forbid ns to dis¬ 
cover the slightest .symptoms of ingrati¬ 
tude. * *^* *'* * *.* * * 

************* 

Reader, what is your opinion, as to the 
influence of these things upon the fate of 
the country ? How do you think, that 
such a distribution of the favours of the 
crown, and of the money of the people, is 
likely finally to operate with respect to 
defence against a mighty conqueror, who 
is, andVho naturally must be, an impla¬ 
cable foe What do you think must be 
the feelings of those, who, after having, 
ujtder a pestilential climate, fought and 
subdued, see the fair fruits of their toils 
and dangers bestowed upon ^ those, who 
hav^ remained at home in security and 
ease ? Who see, that which might h‘av« 
diminished their wants, carried to augment 
the luxuries of others? The answer to these 
quesitions I leave to your sense of justice 
,and of policy. , • 

•Such wa.s my statement. In order to 
ta1;e up as Uttle room as po&s.ble, I have 
leftout partsof my remai^, not essential to 
the clearly comprehending of the state¬ 
ment. Bi)^ as to my Slatmient, here it is 
republished, and Ido, in the most positive 
manner, here re-as£rt that Statement to be 
true, except the insignificant errors above- 
mentioned. These errors are, .'100/. a year 
too much given to Lord George Seymour 
as an English Commissioner of Exci.se. I 
do Bot know how the ewor came te be , 
committed, but I believe it to be one. But, 
on the otSar* hand, 1 did not know, that 
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bord Castlereagh*c lirotber, who was, at 
one and the same time, a Brigadier Gene¬ 
ral tn Portu^I, a Lieutenant Colonel of a 
•regiment of Dragoons, and Dnder Secre¬ 
tary of State in the fhr-famed Downing- 
strcci; I did not know, that this gentle¬ 
man was/moreover. Military Governor of 
Charles Fort in the Island of Jamaica! 
My imagina^on never carried me so far as 
that. 1 had a great opinion of the “ loy- 
«%lty” of the gentleman; liut, how was 
it possible for me to form an idea of a* 
man’s filling so many, and such iiif!ompa- 
tible offices) at one and the same time ? 

-Besides 'this, I omitted, 1 believe, 

some other of the Lord's relations, whom I 

will not omit another time.-Add the 

GOOL a year, then, to my former total, and 
the tStal vgll be 37,291/. But, there 
was an error of a t/umsand in the addition: 
.•io that, instead of 3(),69<l pounds a year, 
it should havp been 3(j,291 pounds a year; 
and, with this exception, I here repeat my 
re-ass?rtiou of the truth of every part of 
my slateniCpt. Let us now go on to the 
inoof, item by item, of what is denied. 

S Stated in the Report, laid before the 
House of Coinmons, in June, lb()3, 
at page 296. 
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1 . 

2 . 


Not denied. 


1 .} 

6. > Not denied. 

7. i 

d } Stated in the above-mentioned fe- 

10. 3 port at page 298. ^ 

11. — Stated in the above-mentioned 

• Report at page 283. 

12. — Not denied. • • • 

IT. ~ Stated in the above-mentioned Re¬ 
port at page 294. 

15." Here the reader will see, that I say, 

] 4. f ABOUT such or such a sum. And 
] 5. r the ground, upon^hich I go, is this; 

] 0. 3 lhat, a gentleman, who, as to the of¬ 
fices, No. 13 and 14, was the agent ioT, 
Caht. Thomas Cochrane, and throiigh 
whose hands the tuaney transactions, relat¬ 
ing to those qfices, while held hy Capt. T. 
Cochrane, passed; tliis gentleman assu¬ 
red me,before 1 igpadc the statement last 
. year, and has again'assured me with¬ 
in these three days, that the emolu¬ 
ments of those offices to Capt. T. 
Cochrane we^ in the proportion of 
2,100/. a year for the two.^ Upon 
• tl^ authority-of this gentleman the 
valuation of Nos. 15 and 16 were 
made ; and, he has, within these 


three days, assured roe, that bis va¬ 
luation was, as he is convinced, not 

It all beyond the mark._ 

Where, then, has the author of the Cir¬ 
cular Article found his grounds of con¬ 
tradiction }' And, who byt be would have 
had the impudence, .thh unparalleled iifi- 
pudence, to call up<fh any^ine tu promul¬ 
gate U relrac-Ia/icm of my statement^ -liuf, 

come, let us now see what yiis ctdd-blood- 

ed imptfdunce has produced.-Here it 

is :—“ Neither Lord C-astlereagh, noi» aif\' 

" of his fondly, hold any civil office (d’ 
" emolument, or any pension under the 
“ Crown, cither in possession or reversion. ' 
“ —His Brother, BrigaBier-General Stew- 
" art, is MilitAry (5ovcrnor of Charles Fort 
“ in .Tamaica, the net profits of which«are 
“ 600/. a-year, paid by the Island. —Thu 
“ Marquis of llcrtford’s family hold the 
^ “ following employments• , 

" Ireland:—P rothonotary of the 
“ Court of King's-Bcnch ; — 

" Net .receipt, see Report of 
“Finance Commit. May 31, JE. s. 

* “ lb09 . 0,849 O 

" C'terk of the Crown, ditto - - 216 O 
“ Filazcr - - - - ditto - - 536 _0 
" These ollices were granted 
“*in reversion to the present pa- 
" icntces in the year 1766, when 
“ the late Lord Hertford was 
“ Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 

'^^nd came into their possessipn 
** about the year 1784. The pro- 
“ fits arise Irom fees paid by stators 
on law proceedings, and have 
“ been raifed to their present 
“ amount in consequence of the 
“ late increase of business in the 
" Court of King’s Bench in Ire- 
“ land. * , 

" Craner and Wharfinger of the 
" Port of Dublin, Net Receipt, 

. ** see Finance Report, as above 982 
" The profits of ‘this ofiice 
" a/rise from fees paid on imports 
into the port qf Dublin. The • 

“ grant was made about the • 

“ same time as that of the-pre- 
“ ceding offices. * • 

“ Naval Officer and Harbour-* 

“ master in th^ Danish Island 
“ of St. Crojx - - - 
• “ The. profits of this office 
arise from fees paid on vessels 
“ frequenting the pqfts of the 
“ Island. • 

“ CommissionA- of Excise - - 1,200 


- 733 15 
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•• Total by Lord Hertford’s 
"family - - - . 10,51,0 IJ 
" Held by Brigadier-General 
" Stewart, as above stated - OOO 0 

. , .£11,110 15 

"The above stateujfent requires little 
" comment; tiic misrepresentations, in 
question would have been hardly less 
" striking had they been made previously 
",to Lord Castlercagh’s retiring from of- 
" l^ce', as he then held no other situation 
" than that of Secretary of State, the sa- 
" lary of which is 6,000/. a year; and if it 
*** is to be assumed (ibr the sake of pointing 
at an individual) that Lord Hertford's 
" and Lord Casilereagh's faibiiics are to 
be*^ considered as one and the same, it 
" nevertheless appears that even in this 
" view, the utmost that can be stated 
" as the aggregate official eiiioluments of 
“ both families (exdunive of militarT/ pay) 
" does not exceed ll,ll<)/. 15$. per annum. 
"Of this sum Lord Casilcrtagh himself 
" receives nothing, bis family only 600/., 
" and of the remaining 10,516/. 15.r. ibe 
" sum of was granteil by the Crown 

Ufore luord Castloxagh teas born. ’ ’-So, 

then, here are Nos. 5, 6, and 7 left out as 
not being of " f/a-„/in«//j/” f suppose. But 
1 assert that they are " some of the rda- 
" Hons of Lord Castlereagli,” and, that 
was the description that I before gave qjf 
them, as tlu« reader will sec by referring 
to the extract above inserted. I do not 
care whctlicr Lord Castlereagh otivw these 
people, or not; nor do I care ji’ho it wa^ 
that gave them the public-money; I 
said they were some of h!?i relations, and I 
&till say that they are some of his relations, 
and that they receive, tir somebody' for 
them,.the sunft of money that I have put 

against their name.s re.spectively.-Ob, 

oh ! What, we are only to reckon the 
NET PROC'EiTlS, then, are we? And, I- 
aiy to he represented as zfahifer of facts, 
because I did not, in Jaumry 180i>, rfutice 
the contitints of a Report that was not made 
till May 1809? NET PROCEEDS, eh! 
..t — Ob, no [ This is a way that 1 should 
not have*, counted, even if 1 could, six 
months before it was hatched, have read 
the report of 31 May INOO. This is not 
the way that t count. 'When my money 
is taken away^ from me, I look only to my 
90»l or loss, It being of no earthly conse¬ 
quence to me what becomes of it, how 
many or how few divide* it amongst them. 
The Report, from wfaicl^ I took my in¬ 
formation (and for which. Report we have 


to thank Lord Cochrane), states, that th£ 
Prothonotacy’s Office in Ireland yields 
12,511 pounds a year. But, 1 am now told, 
that the two Seymours pocht only 6,849 
pounds a year.' What :s that to me, or to 
those who pay the money ? Utey bring 
only 6,849 odunds a year to bagbut, do 
not the public/Kzy 12,511 pounds a year? 
Do not the public say that ? Will the cal¬ 
lous, stone-he|irtea, bloodless author of 
t|)is article say that the poor Irish do not 
pay thes^ 12,511 pounds a year? Where, 
then, is the difference to them, w(hether 
the money be all bagged • b^ the Sey¬ 
mours, or whether it be diviited between 

them and their underliims ?-Just the 

same applies to all the*^other heads of 
emolument, not e.xccpting the offices of 
Naval-Ofliccr and Harbour-Mester. What 
is it to the merchants and captains of ves¬ 
sels, who, finallvi'iii the person that hags 
their money ? This distinction is down¬ 
right nonsc nso. It Van impose upon no¬ 
body, capable of reasoning; and, as to 
those who are inrapuhle of ruasahiiig, suck 
discussions as this have, on them, no 
practical eflcc t.-Reader, ilo you ob¬ 

serve in the btalcmciit, upon which we are 
here leniarking, certain little phrases, 
Uirown in, as it wi re to ex|>lain the nature 
of the oflices more fully, sucli as: “ arisifjg 
" from leas, paid by su/tors, &c. ik.c.’'? ITie 
intention ot the.se rentalks is to cause it to 
be hclicved, that what the Seymoufs re¬ 
ceive dues not come out of the jmbtic purse. 
Jus^ as ii' these unfortunate souls, called 
stfflors, did-not make a part of the public. 
Aye, and a part of it, too, on whom the 
hand of taxation should be Ikid very 
lig'lflly* indeed. Magna Charta says; 
“ We will se/4to no man, we will not de- 
" ny, or defer, to any man, v\lher justice 
" or right.”——Vetis, paid to oDicers of the 
several courts for real services, are not only 
right, but ncccssavy, provided th/!y do not 
exceed the reasonable swonb of the ser¬ 
vice ; but, when we .see it acknowledged, 
that the Seymours receive many thousands 
of NET profits out of^be fees of a court, 
in which they do not pretrnd to give any 
personal sfttendance, what arc we to think 
of it ? This is so. plain, that not another 
word need be &id upon it. Nor is it ne¬ 
cessary to say much in the way of expo¬ 
sure, as to simitar little phrases, thrown in 
about the source of Lord George humour's 
revenue»in the Danish Islands. The mo¬ 
ney is paid by merchants and 'ship-Jumers, 
W ell; blit yrhat of that ? It is money. It 
is paid b^ people under Brftish sway. 
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It has cost th« pedple of England blood 
and treasure enoAgh to capture and bold 
tb^ islands; and, if it be right to collect 
• fees from ships coming into, or going out 
of, those islands, svhy not-bring them to 
the tiation*s account; or, at least, give them 
to persons, who are performing, or have 
performed, something like real service to 
the nation ?, What reason could there be 
to give them to Lord George Seymour ? 
How came Lord CastlereagR to select that 
particular person ? Could he find no mart, 
amongst all the thousands of old tnilitary 
and naval officers, on whom to bestow such 
an income ?* Nay, wAy did he take a fourth 
part of them from G/d Certain (now admi¬ 
ral) Pichnore, who has spent nearly half a 
century in the service of bis country, tn 
order to gijjc them to his mcle Lord d^ge 
S^iourf Let him answer this question, 

if he can.--But, it seems, his brotherf 

Geneual Sjuart, tTcceivcs his sinecure 
salary, as “ Military Governor ’ of Eort 
“ Cmirles in Jamaica i** it seems, that he 
receives hif sinecure of 0001. a year from 
the island! it is paid hy the island.” 
Does this writer mean to make us believe, 
that the dtrl and stones of Jamaica pay him. 
He may; but, we know, that the salary is 
paid by our feUow subjects tf the Island tf 
Jamaica ; and we also know, that if they 
had not that sum to pay him, or any 
other sinecure man, they yvould have less 
need to call upon the mother dbuntry 
for assistance. In short, that man most 
have a strange notion of things oft this 
sort, who does not perceive, that ihjis 
salary, as well as all the other of the 
emoluments^ whether they be called 
fees, or by whatever other name Jthey 
may go, all come out of the public- 

purse. -And, sujiposing the loss to be 

sustained wholly by the island.’* What 
reason is there for, what justice is there in, 
fastening this brother of Lord Castlereagh,^ 
for life, or, cvei^for uiie year, upon the 
people of Jamaica, who, probably, never 
saw, and never will see his fece ? What 
had he done to picrit it ? What reason 
could the people of Jamaica see for giving 
their money t6 such a man fq/- doing no¬ 
thing f -Reader^ mark the words “ offi- 

" cial emoluments.” “That word was, I 
suspect, introduced for the purpose of 
avoiding the charge of direct falshood ; 
for, I am very nfuch deceived, if w'e shall 
not find some ^sions behind. ^For that, 

, hoHtever, we will take another w'eek.- 

By way of conclusion, 1 must remark, that 
I«rd CsKtlereagh's salary • 0,OOOL a 


year, as Secretary of State, and his bro* 
ther’s Salary, of 2,000/. a year, as Under 
Secretary of State, have ceased since my 
statement was made. But, I think, the 
public will be pretty well convinced, that 
those places were nut easili/ given up. The 
brother's double empio;^meiit was men* 
tioned by me, before it was given up, or, 
to ipII appearance, thought of being given 
up. He was, at one and the same time, 
joider Secretary qf S/otemllowNiNCS treet, 
and a General upon tlu Staff in Portvgac ; 
and, it was his brother. Lord Castlereagh, 
who'appointed him to, and kept him in, 
both situations.—~->What do we wan^ 
more ? Is not this encAigh { Talk of being 
" misrtpresented,”'indeed ! Why, how is it 
possible to say of any men, in public trust, 
any thing more than this, which neither is, 

nor can be, d<!hied.-Here I quit Lord 

Castlereagh’s officious foolish partizans, 
for the present; but, if they Hir again, 1 
am with them in a moment. 

Catholic Claims.— ■ — In my last, at 
page I inserted the very interesting 
letter of Dr. Milner, which will, I doubt 
not, have been read with great and gene¬ 
ral attention. In that letter the public 
will see the real grounds of the Catholic 
complaints, and the real cause of those 
heart-burnings, which have created that 
description of persons in Ireland, who, as 
w'as openly avowed in parliament, consti- 
’tute “a French Party” in that unhappy 

country.-The articjles,‘which, upon 

this subject, I have lately published, seem 
rto have settled the dispute. The whole 
matter hik been brought into a narrow 
compass ; witfijn the compass of an hour’s 
reading: and, so great has been the ellect, 
that 1 myself have received letters trum 
more than persons (some of them 
Clergytneu qf the Church of Engtandji thank¬ 
ing me for having undeceived them; and 
expressing their indignation at the arts 
which wterc made uce of to keep the public 
in instate of ignorance as to the real m«*rits 
of the question. I do, and I mu.st^l'eel very 
proud at this, and I am rather ^-urpriiied, 
that the editors of other publications, who, 
I-know', perfectly agree with me, as to 
this matter, at least, have notjeot me, or 
rather the cause of truth and ju.stii e, their 
aid, upon this occasion, bjigiviiig. through 
•their respective channels, circulation to the 
above-hieutioned articles; especially as 
they must have observed, that I so fre¬ 
quently give cy'culiftion to such of their 
articles as appear to me to be likely to 
produce gruab and general good eflects. 
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*- No-P&pery is now at a very low ebb j but to the doing of 'nothing that shaft 

indeed. I have received but one commu- endanger the Protestant kligion. And, if 
nication in her djfenoc; and, as I wish to the reader be satisfied; if the reader be 
give her a fair chance (though she has thoroughly convinced, that the granting of * 
never given any one a fair chai;ce), I shall the Catholic Claims would not endanger 
insert this comin^inication immediately at the protestant religion, he must, of neces> 
the close of this Summary of Politics, of- sity, conclude, either, that, to grSnt those 
fering here a few words (and not many claims cannot be regarded by the king as a 
are necessary) by way of rejily therednto. violation of his oath, or that the king is 
* 1.1 ...This 'adv<^ale of No-Popery says, under the influence of a wrong opinion.— 
that I have stated two positions, as the Then we rotne to the question: Who are 
gtounds upon which the Claims of the Ca- answerable, for what is done, or what is re- 
tholics ought to be acceded to ; naipely, yused, in*this case ? This AN ii-CAgnou- 
1st, T/u,t such a mcasiin' 'c.ould not be a viola- cv s is of the true no-pojiety stailip. He is 
aiioh oj (he king’s Oath ; and^2nd. That, ^ it for throwing the whole of the act. of re- 
be aviolation, the Oathkas already been broken fusal, together with ail its consequences, 
and disngM-ded by the privileges which his whatever they may be, «)>db rAr PER- 
Majrs'y has granted to i oeeicn Catholics to SONALLY. This is the W'ay this jcl of 

hold nuUta^y situations. -Now, the reader politicians have always acted. • It used to 

Well knows, that this was not my mode qf be the custom to keep the king’s person 
reasoning; li^t these were not thegroawds, but of sight in all •disputes about political 
upon vrhicb I urged the granting of the measures; but, now', as often, as it suits 
Catholic Claims; and, that, indeed, all, the purposes of this ihetion, he is dragged 
that was said about the Coronation Qath was forward, W'ith all the circumstances of age 
merely intended to show, that the putting and infirmity, and held forth as the obsta- 
forward of that Oath in opposition to the ' cle to such or such a measure. It is the 
claims of the Catholics must have been ’an king’s opinion, this man now tells us, that 
hypocritical trick, and that it was quite is to settle what ought to be granted and 
imjliossible to believe, that the king could what ought to be refused. If the king 
have any of those “ scruples of conscience/' thinks that the thing proposed does not vio- 
which it hud been so impudently pretended I4te his oath, then he may agree to it>: 
he had, upon the subject of Catholic but, if he thinks tl^at the thing proposed 

Claims.-Let us, however, examine , does yiplatc his^oath, then he cannot agree 

what this advocate of No-Popery has said ' to it. This doctrine squares most delfght- 
w'ith respect to tlje two positions, which he fully with the maxim, that the king can do 
professes to combat; and, for the sake of no wf-ong, and the two co-operating, leavo 

clearness, we will take the last first.-* tfat-people with a truly enviable stock of 

Says he, 1 totally dissent fiomSvhat you responsAility ! Well may the sensible part 
say about the Oath's being violated by of the world laugh at us!'—yWtll, nwv 
the admission of foreign Catholics into the as tothu other point, it has, I think, beep 
Staff of the army ; and then he says, that proved most clearly, not only, that the 
the oath is not sq strict as that; that the king granting of the claims of the Catholjcs, 
did not'so interpret it when he granted those would not be a violation of the oath; but 
indulgencies to foreigners in the army; that also, that it is impossible to believe, fAo/ 
the oath only forbids the king to do any thing .the king can think, ^lat it would be a vio- 
thut ^hall 1iNJ 3AN(,HI THE PROTES- lutioii of that oath. J^w, what, in an- 
TANI KELT(.t ION; that die king it to s^er to this, is urged by Anti-Cathou- 
form HIS.CV* N OPINION upon all matters CHS, who writes to me from Lincoln’s 
relating ta las oath; and that, he would not Inn ? Why, verily, that as it had been 
violate his oath in granting ANY thing to the thought wise to exclude Catholics from 
Catholics, JI‘ HE DII) NO'F THINK, the throne, ia must be also wose to exclude 
that suck gmnt would I'.NliANGER THE them from the legislature.——Ijoi us stop 

PROri'/SPANT REUGION.-Here, here a moment,cciui] make two remarks: 

then, Wre have >311 that we could ask fur. 1st, that I<ord Huwick’s bill did not pro- 
'ihe oath does not bind the kin|;jio any* pose,to admit Catholics into parliament: 
particolur mode of acting. The oath does 2d, that though Presbyteif jins are excluded 
not, as it is hero explicitly confessed, with- from the,^ throne, yet, they are admitted 
hold from tlie king the power of granting into parliament; and, though Quakers 
any thing to the Catholics. The oath binds cannot mount the throne, they might, if 
him t« nothing, in respect4o this subject, they woulfl,* become members of parlia- 
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menf; and, further, that it is notorious, 
that the king has, in many instances, 
made dissenters members of the upper 
house of parliament. Very properly, no 
doubt; but, then, wl^ object to Roman 
Catholics being permitted to enter the 
])ariiament ;• though, as was before stated, 
this has nothing to do in the justification 
of that pale ai^ malignant hag, No-Po> 
pery ; because the measure, against which 
•she i%ised her wolfish yell, dit> not con¬ 
template the admission of Roman Catho¬ 
lics into either House of Parliament.'*— 
Hut, says this > advocate of the viperous 
hag, how could* the constitution be pre¬ 
served, ifa'^n^'ortVy of the House of Com¬ 
mons were Roman Gatbolics, and « if the 
“ Catholics are to be emancipated, w/ua, 
“ lei me Ssk, is jo prevent both Houses of Le- 
" pislature from ^ing composed qf a MAJO- 

“ IMTY qf members tf this pet/swtsian f” _ 

Reader, is not this unworthy of an answer? 
Can there be one grain af sincerity in the* 
composition of the man who could put 

this question upon paper?-Such, then, 

arc the miserable shifts, to which the ad¬ 
vocates oi the old hag arc reduced. Hy. 
pocrisy will no Umger serve their turn. 
They have now been exposed; and, they 
arc trying what quirking and quibbling 

will ,jo.-In the mean while, all men 

of sense perceive the danger, which threat¬ 
ens us tlirougli Ireland, uRlegs measures 
of conoiliaiion be speedily adopted. 
“'Why,” exclaims the old hag, “ are not 
- the Irish quiet Yes, thou viperoi» 
hag, and are not the Dutch and the. Swiss 
and the Italians and the Westphalians and 
Ilamhurghcrs ajid the Hanoverians; are 
not they all very quiet ? And, yet iyo\j 
and yoilr vile crew are constantly telling 
ns, that all these people are oppressed, kept 
down \iy force, have their voice stifled, hate 
their rulers mortally, and sigh for an (ppor- 
tunity to casuof their yoke. 

, W«, COBBETT. 

Holley, Jan. ISth, IblO. 


COBJ]ETT’S 

Parliamentaiy .Debates: 

The Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Four¬ 
teenth Volumes of the above Work, com¬ 
prising the Proceediflgs in both Houses of 
larhament during the last Session are 
[h delivery. Complete .sets from 

the Commencement in the Year ISOS, 
way still bo bad of the Publisher)}.* * 
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• CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. 

" Qui non obstat quod obatare potest. &cere 
videtur.” 

Sir;—Upon the subject of Catholic 
Emancipation I perceive you admonish 
your Correspondents not to be prolix 
unless what they pffer be short and con 
I cise, no*admittancc can be afforded them 
in your Register. Being aware •of the 
latitude afibrded me, I trust I shall not ex- 
deed the measure of the indulgence, .j 
observe.^Mr. Cobbett, that after vgry ex¬ 
plicitly stating that you consider the erv 
of No-Popesy to be mere artful cant and 
hypocrisy, you allAlge tlfet the advocates 
of this No-Popery system build upon the 
pretext, that any further privilege afford^ 
ed the Catholics would infringe upon the 
Coronation Oath, dnd prove a violation of 
i^at his majesty has been swor/i to sup- 
port: and, in order to try the validity of 
that argument, you have very fairly and 
properly submitted to review the words 
of the Oath itself. Having done this, you 
sceln to contend for the manifest folly of 
the < ry of No-Popery, and the consequent 
propriety of Catholic Emancipation, upon 
two grounds, viz. 1st, That such a mea-* 
sure*(Eniancipation) would not be a viola- 
fion of the Oath; or 2dly, that if it be a 
violation, the Oath has already been broken 
and^disregarded by the privileges which 
his ftiajesty has granted to foreign Catho¬ 
lics to hold military situations. Now, Mr. 
Cobbett, in answer to your positions, w’hich 
(Mth'High they may boast the virtue of 
breviry, seemlo me very deficient in logic, 

I shall say a few words. The arbitrary 
• power which uniformly attended, and at 
length occasioned the expulsion of, the 
Stuarts, induced the Jjeople to c^otisider the 
cause. Experience taught them, that the 
constant usurpation of tlieir rights and 
privileges was the concomitant of Catholic 
monarchs: and this led to th5 very na¬ 
tural consideration, that the grievances of* 
which they had so much cause of .com¬ 
plaint, oweil tlieir birth in a great dagree, 
if not .solely, to the tenets of the R^iish 
church. Tins occasioned the •expulsion 
of the Stuart.s in a direct line, being Ca¬ 
tholics, and raised Ifi the throne a collate¬ 
ral branch decidedly Protestant; and the 
Actsof Settl|ment, pursuing thesame course 
of reasoning, ex ..dudes from the throne any 
descendant not being a Protestant. Now, 
Mr. Cobbett, expeiyencc should seem to 
dictate, that thev most efiectual mode of 
preserrmg the constitution entire, is to 
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exclude from the legislature all persons of 
the Romish persuasion; because it would, 
as it appears to me, be iuonstrous> and ab¬ 
surd to talk of-the constitution excluding 
Catholics from the tiirone, if a House of 
Commons, which, in fact originated and 
effected exclusion, should be com¬ 
posed of a majoiity of Roman Catholics; 
suad if the Catholics are to be emancipated, 
what, let me ask, is to prevent both houses 
of legislatui^ from being composed of a 
•. majority of members of this persuasion ? I 
therefore. Sir, contend, and 1 think not on 
light grounds, that if it be expedient that 
the constitution should remaii\unimpaired, 
which declares the inelegibility of Catho¬ 
lics, as legislators arid potentates, itnpe- 
rjuus necessity demands that they should 
not be emancipated. Now, Sir, with re¬ 
spect to the other positKm, that if Eman¬ 
cipation be a violation of the Coroilaiioa 
Oath, it has been already violated by the 
privileges afforded foreign Catholics to a 
certain extent, I totally dissent from it. 
The Oath is not, that Catholics shall have 
no Jndulgcncies granted; it is not of liiat 
merciless and insensible description: His 
mc^esty did not so interpret it, w'hcn he 
vrante'd the indulgenciesalluded to:—The 
Oath both in language and spirit aims at 
restraining the monarch for the time be-* 
ing, from doing any act which shall en¬ 
danger the Protestant religion or the Act 
of Settlement, which excludes CatboiVes. 
When tht'iefure his majesty was called 
upon to dispense the privileges he granted, 
he was to consider how far a compliance^, 
would endanger either th(f one, or the 
other; and if he form^ an opinion in the 
negative, it could be no violation of the 
Oath to comply with the solicitations ;— 
but should his majesty be of opinion that 
the* extensmn of privileges as now re¬ 
quired, will produce cither danger to the 
Protestant religion or the Act of Settle¬ 
ment, therf. Sir, will the concession be’ a 
•direct and unequivocal violation, of the 
CoroQation Oath. If such an opinion is 
entertained by his majesty, and I believe 
there are many able and disinterested men 
who do, then cannot the Catholics be 
Emancipated. I perceive. Sir, that you 
lay some considerable^tress on other in¬ 
fractions ol^ the Coronation Oath; but 
without entering into a discussion of topics 
of so discursive a nature, 1 apprehend you 
cannot mean seriously to contend, that if 
it be admitted tUht t^e Oath hath been 
disregarded in some particulars, it by any 
Keans follows, it should be altogether dis¬ 


obeyed. lilr. Cobbett, do I presuras too 
much when I say that 1 have demonstrated 
your positions to be fallacious 8m sure 
however, from your general candour, that 
you will not continue to advocate the Ca¬ 
tholic cause, without hrst satisfying me that 
1 am either incorrect in my deductions, or 
that I have mistaken yours; or by bring¬ 
ing. at least under consideration, other 
positions more tenable than those you 
have at present promulgated, < 

1 am. Sir, yours, Ac. 

• Anti-Cathoucus. 

Uncain's Inn, Jan. 5, 1810. * 


BERKSHIRE SIEETING. 

• 

On Monday, the 15th instant, a very 
numerous Meeting took pli^e of the Free¬ 
holders, Clergy, and Inhanitants, of the 
County of Bvks, in the Town-hall of 
Abingdon, pursuant to a requisition signed 
Ihy a respectable!.body of Freeholders.— 
As early as twelve o’clock the Hall was 
completely crowded in every part, and 
about half-past one the High Sheriff Sir 
T. Metcalfe, having taken the Chair, 
proceeded to read the requisition. He 
stated that the meeting was called to con¬ 
sider of the propriety of addressing his 
Majesty on the present alarming ci^is of 
public affairs. The objects that would 
present ihetpsefves would probably be two: 
—fst. Whether they should agree to ad¬ 
dress his Majesty at all, and 3dly, what 
the nature of the address should be ?. He 
hoped that every freeholder would be 
heard with attention, and reminded them 
that the humblest among them was as 
.ipudi entitled to that attention, as the 
richest individual in the county, 

Lobd FbLKESTOME then ruse. Before 
proceeding to the business upon which they 
were called together, he thought it right 
to si^ a few w'ords in consequence of what 
fell from the High Sheriff respecting the 
privileges of the freeholders to be heard 
for theipselves. He agreed w'iih that 
gentleman, as he sypposed every indivi¬ 
dual now present did also, that a forty 
shilling^freeholdcr was Entitled to as much 
attention as any individual in the county ; 
but he could i^ish *to hear why the_ votes 
on all public occasions should be confined 
to a freeholder of forty shillings a year, 
or why it should not be extended to every 
individual landholder*? It was his wish 
originally not to have a Keetiiig,of %e- 
boiders only, but of the whole county: 
the High Sheriff however,* bad thought 
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diffeitntly, and convened the Meeting in 
iu present form. In behalf of the free¬ 
holders* under forty shillings, he claimed 
the*privilege of voting, and he touched on 
this point thus early, that any freeholders 
present, if so disposed, might challenge 
the right of voting which he now claimed. 
—[A desultory conversation here ensued, 
and it seemed t(^be the sense of the meet¬ 
ing, that freeholders, of every description, 
“Sshouia have the privilege of foting.]— 
Lord'Folkestone then continued : he coti- 
gratiilntedj.he meeting on the iiniisual^ir- 
cumstanre of their being assembled at 
Abingdon—he dbuld not help considering 
this as a triumph, since from the erection 
of a certain building at Reading, gentle¬ 
men had^ been accustomed to represent 
that town as a/nore convenient place for 
public meetings. He had heard it insinu¬ 
ated that the Sherifl‘’s object in preferring 
Abingdon was,^liat popular objects were 
more likely to be obstracted theie than 
at Keadnig. For his part he rather thought 
the reason w a^athat Reading being nearer 
town, made the people lliere better ac¬ 
quainted with the corrupt trausaciions 
which were carried on at the >eat of (I’o- 
veriinient.—[Here the High Slierill’inier- 
niptcd his Lordship by saying, that he 
would have preferred Reading as the plai'e 
of meeting, but he could no^ connn.ind the 
Town-Hali, and he would not i^ondescend 
to ask a lavonr of any Corporation,—(.tp- 
plauses)]—Lord Folkestone then proceed¬ 
ed: die et'nceived it iinpossihle for any 
man, wheiher at Abingdon or at Reading, < 
to object to the Address he meant to pro¬ 
pose. • WliCii tljcy i.on.-ifiercd the pjT.s«-nt 
state, of liurope and of (neat Rritanif hu-i 
did not think they would eousider the epi¬ 
thet of. alarming as objecuionaMe ; when 
they reflected in whut hands the diflerent 
branches of the Adinini.stratiou of tho Em¬ 
pire were placed, and hpw pensons in 
power conducted themselves, gentlemen 
could not but feel dismay and alarm. The 
recent annexation of Holland t» France 
was suflicient to render the present mo¬ 
ment alarming, but when we turned to¬ 
wards Spain and saw how little hope there 
Was of the people in,thajt country doing 
any thing I’er them.selvcs—^wben we looked 
to the state of disaflection in wdiich Ireland 
Was placed by the impolitic and inipru,- 
dent conduct of Ijlinisters towards that 
country, we could not but regard ihp pre¬ 
sent state of the empire as perilous in the 
extreme. There was another circumstance 
vrhicb added to the dangers of'the coun- 


tsy, and which he hoped wonid not be 
jost sight of; he meant the introdoction 
into tnese realms of numerous bodies ot 
foreign troops. He hoped the meeting 
rcccdiccted the noble stand that .was made 
by our ancestor^ in the reign of King WiU ' 
liam, when they opposed tb/imroduction 
even of two or three Dutch* regiments, 
whereas*at this moment there were twenty 
battalions of foreign soldiers nourished in 
the country. (Loud Applause*) Another 
circumstance which added to the alarming 
state of afiairs was the dissentions now pre¬ 
valent in India: he would not enter at 
much l«ngth>into tliis subject, because he 
did not as yet knAw' wllt;iher to regard 
these disturbances as*a subject of grief or 
I congratulation—if we attempted to retain 
possession of India by arms, he could not 
iielp regarding it a great calamity; but 
\^we saw that the resources of the hostile 
^ powers were sufticiently great to forbid 
any attempt of that kind, he w'ould con¬ 
sider it as a^happy event. We had been 
told that our Indian terrilor}' was a great 
anil of the Empire ; but, in his opinion, it 
ivas arv arm of w’eakness. It w'as false to 
siipposf' that the wealth we derived from 
It was at all to be compared with whatf 
wc lost by it: It was a perpetual drain 
flpon our |jopulntioii, and roust produce 
the most ruinous eflects. It was extremely 
probable that the saying of Lord Chatham, 
wouhi s|tecdily be made good, that Indian 
banners would be the ruin o^ the Country. 
—Another topic on which it would be ne- 
«(;esKary to dwell was our Expedition to 
the Scheldt. *No armament bad ever cost 
so much money V> the Countr}'. The 
number of men employed in the different 
departments amounted to above 100,0(X).— 
Over all these was%et the na^e of Chat- 
iiam—a name dear to the Country. “All 
ilii.s mighty project ended, however, in 
biilteriiig down the wails of the inoffensive 
town of Flushing, anfh in thfi taking of 
Jtliddlcburgh, which had no walls at all.* 
The Expedition sailed in the month of 
August; in twenty-four hours it reached 
its destination—it could have accomplished 
its object in a lew days, but it vt'as kept 
for months in bogs and marshes) subject 
to all the disease# of the country. He 
trusted that something would be done to 
6nd out v^here the blame lay; if the 
planners, he hoped they would be punish¬ 
ed ; and if in tlie Commanders, they 
ought not to escape with impunity. But 
there was another still more-d»«eceful 
and calamitous expedition, samely, that 
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to Spain under Sir Arthur Wellesley. All the subject of Parliamentary enquiry^ It 
present must remember the spirit of liber- was a notorious-fact, that some how or 
ty that broke out in that country, «nd how other. Ministers had the power o# com- 
by the influence of zeal and love of liberty, manding majorities in both Houses of Par- 
the Spaniards had succeeded in driving liament. He conceived, therefore, that 
the French out of their country; they then there was little to hope for from Parlia- 
introduced lodahGovenimcnts, and sent to ment, and the only resource* left to the 
this country-for supplies—here their mis- people, was to address his Majesty and 
fortunes began—the Ministers of tluscoun- tell him their real sentimepts. His Lord- 
try did, all they could to crush the rising ship concluded by reading the following 
spirit of freed«»m that was rapidly pervad- Address; " ‘ 

••ing Spain. Their first act of impolicy 
was to create one Central Government, in- "We your Majesty’s most dutiful and 
stead of’those local Governments which loyal subjects,xhe ISobilitys Clergy, Gen- 
the people were bent upon ,estabUshing, tlemen, and Freeholders, of the County of 
and, what was more surprising, they com- Berks, beg leave to approach’ your Ma- 
pelled the Spaniards Ito proplaim Ferainand jesty’s throne, with foslings of sincere at- 
Yll, the very man who had betrayed his tachinrnt and devotion to your Rc^al Per- 
country to France. ITte spirits of the son, of anxious solicitude £gr the'^honour 
people soon began to flag, and then ex- of your Crow'ii, and the safety of your 
ternai assistance was resorted to. When Dominions, and, at the same lime, with 
our armie’s arrived in Spain, the people sentiments of the deepest ailliction, at the 
were as jealous of them as of the armies of perilous situation* of the public affairs of 
France. This had been witnessed in the these kingdoms. 

case of Sir John Moore, and onfe would iia- " It is unnecessary to remind your Ma- 
turally suppose that this was a Icssonrto jesty of the enormous burdens impressed 
Ministers. Another army, Iniwever, on your people, for supporting the war 
under Sir Arthur Wellesley, was driven in which we are engaged, of the species 
into the same snare by his bold but rash of taxation it has given rise to, novel in its 
conduct—he obtained a victory, but it princi|)le, oilensive and invidious in its 
was followed by all the consequences of a* collection, and oppressive beyond alk ex¬ 
defeat ; the army was left in an unwhole- ample in its magnitude. Your Majesty 
some climate, and were now about to re- has nevertheless seen that your subjects 
turn without having accomplished emy havl: patiently, and even cheerfully, sub- 
tbing. ItVas no wonder that thes« things mitted to sacrifices, as unexampled in 
should happen*, when it was found that the tbe history of this country, as they have 
men who had the conduct of afiairs were^ Jbeen injurious to numerous classes of its 
quarrelling with each other,%nd yet were inhabitants, in the hope and confidence 
still permitted to sen^ out expeditions, that the Councils of your Majesty, being 
What remedy is left for the country, under by prudence aii^ fidelity, the 

these alarming circumstances, but to ad- privations of your subjects would'be but 
dress his Mmesty ? If the answer from the temporary,* and that their zeal and sacri- 
Tbrene resembled that given recently to fices would be ultimately rewarded by the 
the Common Council of London, namely security of your Majesty's throne, the 
that no enquiiy was necessary, he must prosperitjr of ^our Dominion^ and the 
suppose that Ministers had wilfully con- confirmation oi their own liberties and in- 
<ceaied the circumstances from hisjMajes- dependence: It is, however, oar duty, 
ty ; if he knew the ruin and contempt' and our tpisfortune, to have it to state to 
which.they brought upon the country, he your Majesty, that ,we discover neither 
could not but be alive to their misconduct wisdom, prudence, nor fidelity, in your 
and to the*complaints of his people. It Majesty^ Advisers; thkt their acts are 
was tb^ duty of tbe meeting to tell his marked by every appearance of rashness. 
Majesty the truth—be reminded them, incapacity anti f6lly; and that, under the 
that eyery sp/eech from the King was to be government of persons so apparently itiade- 
considered as tbe speech of Miifisters, and quate to avert the dangers and difficulties, 
therefore might be freely discusiled. There we see no end to our Misfortunes, 
was no doubt that some persons would ad- *' We humbly crave 'particularly to call 
vise the people td waj^ until Parliament your Majesty’s attention to* the ftuitlg^s 
met, and then lay their gaievances before efforts of your gallant army during tbe last 
it, but what jiad expericace taught us on year. Voor Majesty’s Aidvisers had for 
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their guidance and instruction in the last similar disasters by bringing tO condign 
campaign in Spain and Portugal, the punishment, the authors ot'our misfortunes, 
melancholy experience of the fate of the We cannot conclude this our humble Peti- 
ever to be lamented Sir John Moore, and tion to your Majesty, without alluding to 
the sufierings of his brave followers, and your Majesty’s gracious answer to a similar 
yet a second British ‘Army, superior in Petition from ‘the Mayor and Common 
numbers to die first, and alike conspicuous Council of the City of Looddn; in which 
for its gallantry and zeal, was sent there, your Majesty is pleased to refer the Peti- 
and hurried into the heart of Spain, for tion tojthe wisdofh of Parliament. W« 
no other purpose, than that of making a presume to s!||e to your Majesty, that we 
•useless display of valour, and meeting its have seen for years past, with “the deepest 
own destruction. We crave your Majesty’s otnicern, that attempts to procure Parlia- , 
gracious attention likewise to the iatald'.v- mciitary enquiry upon the subject of our 
pedition t(? the Bcbeldt, where the flower national'misfortunes have, in all cases, 
of your troops, without the opportunity of been misnccjssful j and in the course of 
performing’ any exploit worthy of them, the Session we witnessed, with not less 
were permitted for ciionths to perish by astonishment than indignation, that a sys- 
diseases peculiar to the climate, and which tem was adopted, and almost proclaimed,of 
j'our MiTiisters must have known (o be protecting public men from public enquiry 
prevalent there at the tune when they thus —a system which is in direct defiance of 
doomed your Majesty’s troqps to destruc- tl»c uAifurm practice of the best periods of 
tion. At the same time, we particijintc in our history, and the most undouhtbd and in> 
the satisfaction wiiich na doubt mus£ be* valuable principles of the constitution. It 
felt by jfour Majesty, when in contem- is on this account that we presume to pre- 
platiirg these •national disasters you oh- fer this our'Petition to your Majesty; in 
serve, that the c*liaract(;r of your army was doing which wo have the happiness to ex- 
cvery where exalted, and that its uudaunt- ereisc jhat great and constitutional privi- 
ed valour has always risen in proportion lege which was attempted to be taken from 
to the dilliculi.i '* which it has had to en- our ancestors by the arbitrary and unpriu-* 
counter; a cf.nsidtration, liowever, which cipled advisers of the house of Stuart, but 
runstjncrcr.se tlie regret, and aggravate which was for ever secured to us by that 
the disappointment uhicli thcnc "disabters glorious llevolulion which produced the 
hav(! <icca.sioried. * ^ happy succession of your Majesty’s family 

•• it IS ith equ d grief and shame we sfi e to the Throne of these realms.” 

■•ompelltd further to submit to your Ma- • 

jeslyis ailcption that whilst the armies o6 Mr, Blandy seconded thfi motion for 
your empire were perishing by famine, Address. 

and the sword in Spain, and by disease in ’ Mr. MathBw Montague then rose. 
VV'ulcUertn. your Majesty’s Ministers, re- He rejoiced in the ojpportunity now given 
gardles.s alike of^he honour of their Sqjre-, , him of expressing his most cordial appro- 
leign* afid the dangers of the country, bation of the important privileges given 
have, cuasunied the time (which ought to by the constitution te the people, of thus 
have been exclusively directed to the meeting together and publiclyrdiscussing 
public service) in the must disgraceful the affairs of the state. He recognised, in 
squabbles, intrigues, and cabals, and hare its fullest extent, the right of the subject 
net hesitated, by |)ublishiiig*their transac- to petition the King, and he alse approved 
tions to the world, to*c.xpose your Ma- of that jj^esolution of the Meeting which , 
jesty’s councils, and the character/if your gave every freeholder, great or small,^ the 
fiovernment, to the ridjcule and contempt privilege of delivering his sentiments, H« 
of surrounding nations, and to prove them- considered such meetings as calculated to 
selves the faithless "and unworthy sgrvanls check and controul the King and^Parli- 
of J'our Miijesty and of the public. We ment, if either was disposed to trepch on 
humbly, therefore, supplicMt; your Ma- the liberties of the p«*ople. But while be 
jesty, that you w'ill be pleaseil to coiwliliite recognised these true and undopbted Eng- 
a most rigid inquiry into the causes of the lish principles, he could not conscienti- 
ealamitoiis issue of iHb two cxpedliions to' ously say thht it was judicious at present 
Spain and the Scheldt, and we rc.st a tured, to di.scuss the state of public affeir* in so 
that^your*Majesty will do all that Is in full a meeting. (Heqf.f^r > ) He thought 
yoin power to prevent the recuiiciieo of that if the IMcctiug had been confined tun 
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snigller nnmb«r of indiridaals, every pur¬ 
pose might have been answered. As it 
was, however, he hoped that Englishmen 
when addressed would consult their rea¬ 
sons as well as thejr passi(ms. He would 
thus early say that he by 'no means came 
to the same conCiUsi<Mi.s with the Noble 
Lord as to t!ie prevent state of public af¬ 
fairs, and lie begged thw the •■Meeting 
would hear him pafivntiyW whut he said 
had reason in it. (Much latr^ktei. ) There 
Yv'as a sort of slur ca«t on t;entletnen wlio 
opposed popular addresses, and on this 
account he thought it necessary'to profess 
that he had iu> selfish or-sinister object to 
serve ; his wish was lb speak hotieS^y and 
independently. When .the Noble Lord 
.spoke of the alarming state of public ai- 
fairs, he perfectly agreed wiih him that 
they were alarming; 'but if wlFairs were 
alarming, let us beware of trusting to the 
representationa of any set of men what¬ 
ever; let us beware lest in the heat of the' 
moment we awaken against each other 
feelings which .should only be excited 
against the common enemy. One great 
ca’i.se of our ahnii, was the unity, vigour 
and capacity which directed the Govern¬ 
ment of France; ought we not then to 
beware of throwing difficulties and dis¬ 
sensions in the way of those whose bu'.,i- 
Ties.t it was to meet the mighty arm of 
France? Willi respect to Ireland, he saw 
no g) minds for any alarm on that score ; 
he considered that country as more trau- 
<|uil at present than it had been in former 
times. As to the introduction of foreign 
troops, he did not think it fair to call to 
the recollection of the Meeting the anti¬ 
pathies of our ancestors to Dutch troops, 
particularly at a time w-hcii our own stand¬ 
ing army was so‘small, that the King 
migltt have overturned the constitution 
and destroyed the liberties of his subjects, 
by means of .i handful of forei<rn soldiers. 
With respect to* the other ciiii.-.es of com¬ 
plain'against Miiiist'*rs, the greunds ge- 
neiisl'y taken, and in.Iced tli'* broadest of 
all,-was ih'. failure of our foreign expedi¬ 
tions. He i.'id IK) doubt, henvever, that 
when tliV’-fc txjiedii'Miis cahie to he dis¬ 
cussed in tae I'.ioper pi.ue, namely, in 
Parliament, the pi-if].le would be ni ibled 
coolly toj'i<!_i' {.r til; lu-elvcs; itwa- im- 
posMhle, at a public in-• ting'like tKi pre-. 
sent, to enter into all llie vtrious viewr of 
policy which actualed Ministers i;i filling 
out these expeditious. He would not at¬ 
tempt to enter info so ^iJe a field, lie 


did not flinch from the subject, because 
he dreaded to meet the subject; but he 
challenged the Noble Lord to say, whe¬ 
ther in subjects of such importance* we 
ought to lose that jpirit of good fellowship 
and unanimity so necessary to carry us 
through our difficulties, on account of Mi¬ 
nisters? He thanked God that it'Wa.s not 
of any importance to thtj public at large 
who were Ministers— (a loud laugh .)— 
There wore talents cuoiigtu still in th:; 
country t.i supply the plai'es of those now 
inrpovver if iliev gave ollenoe.—Gentle¬ 
men, said Mr. Aloutague, let us despise 
those im-n win- talk of atiy set of men as 
fit to be Mill!slots—let us despise those 
per.'oriv. who, by appealing to the pas¬ 
sions of the p'lpnliice, think to gratify 
their ;uii!iirioii, if not theiy avarice. Gen* 
tiemeii, do 3011 suppo-ve that Parliament 
will not iiisiiiutc a rigid enquiry into 
all the subject-, of ciuijpla.int that may 
be brought befevio it? Has Parliament 
ever boon deficient in fl.;i)’g ifs duly?— 
(Alwfiys, excliinicd u Ipfudred voices). 
Wliat ! Was Mr. Fox? (A. T/ici/never 
listened to hun.) What do you mean—do 
you want to substitute yourselves for the 
Parliament ? What is your ground of 
conipliiiiit? (A. Its incompetoKy.) I can't 
help that— [Loud laughter). Whnt, arc 
w’c bettor aide to uiuierstand the various 
points connected with these expeditions 
than the Parliament ? can we send for 
Lord (’hathaiii or the Admiral of the Flee,t? 
Has the Sheriffaiiy jiower over them? In 
short, 1 deny that it is in our power to in¬ 
terfere except by overturning the Stale at 
once.—Is the Parliament to* be put down, 
hacaitse certain gentlemen are out of tem¬ 
per with it? Do you believe, that,by en¬ 
deavouring to dcsti'oy the bulwarks of the 
Constitution, we shall be better able to put 
tlown Buonaparte ? W'hy is this violent 
and intempeijate Address (gramis and hisses) 
to be voted one .week before the meet¬ 
ing t>f Parliament ? 1 am for distrusting 

those who will not wait umil Parliament 
meets. Do you believe that the King will 
dismiss his Ministers before he has rori- 
suUoa' Parliament? Is he a stout-hearted 

Englishman ifb^idoes?-Hebelieved that 

the present Parliament was ashenest a one * 
as ever sat in England. It introduced and 
established many of those liberties which 
we nowenjoif; antfjf they are overturned, 
it must be by want of iinanimitv among 
ourselves. He would mahilain,«thatHhoje 
wlio^stood lip lo excite dissensions at the 
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present moment, assisted the enemy. He 
did not think, with a Noble Lord, that we 
shoulchbe bettered by losing India. Per¬ 
haps the Noble Lord would throw away 
the West Indies on the same ground!— 
VVith respect to our Expeditions: was it to 
be said, that, because they were unsuccess¬ 
ful, the grounds were inapolitic or un¬ 
wise? With [espect to Spain, he did 
not think that the Governnitiu could 
• have^acted otherwise than they*did. They 
cocjd not know that the Spaniards were cow¬ 
ards until they were in the field with them. 
—I ne^ft come to the dissensions among 
Ministers themselves. I admit that no¬ 
thing could be more disgraceful, hut I see 
no use in noticing them here.—This 1 w'ill 
say, however, that those who quarrelled 
with eaPh other were no patriots, and, 
thank God, they are now out. Of course 
nothing in the Address now proposed 
«an apply to ^ministers on that score ^ 
and as for the Duke #f Portland, we 
all knovV lltat he is out, done, gone, 
dead—(muclr laughter).—Those w ho re¬ 
main are not the men who planned (»r exe¬ 
cuted the expeditions so much talked of; 
but if any of them do remain in the ('abi- 
net, let Them answer for it. I can see no 
other object in this Address, than the. dis- 
roissij of Ministers, with this addition, 
that its language tetids to degrade and sn- 
per.scde Parliament. 1 see potliiug Imt 
the adviMitage of ibc enemy in this Ad¬ 
dress. Happy and glorious will be the 
day. to Buonaparte when be sees in 
Leave the business to Parliament, and ifi 
they don’t take it up, let us meet again. 
And now, for the information of those who 
may vote with me, 1 must explain that J- 
do not a'sk them to reject the Address, but 
onl|r to hang it op until its obje'ets can be 
more effectuallv attained. 1 never knew 
any Ministry so little supported by .strength 
of party as«tbe present. ^Vas there any 
difficulty in punishiijg the King’s son! 
aye, and perhaps his favourite son too ?” 
(Hoftv did Tfon rote, Mr. Montagiif^ oit that 
occasion? said a freehplder.—No answer.) 
He concluded by exhorting the freeholders 
to suspend the expression of their senti¬ 
ments until they saw what Parliament 
"woold doi . ** . 

Dr. Barry said he agreed with the last 
speaker in the propriety of withholding 
the declaration of tfteir sentiments until 
after the meeting of Parliament. He did 
not^see what busine.ss the County of Berks 
had to resent the indignity which the City 
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^of London had received from Ministers. 
He had a better opinion of Parliatnent 
than the Noble Lord, and if Ministers had 
done wrong, he thought they should be 
brought to account in a constitutional 
manner. The Rev. Doctorjironounced a 
warm panegyric on Ministers, for their 
forbearance in not suspending the Habeas 
Coi-pnsaAct, and for permitting the undi¬ 
minished exercise of the liberty.of the 
press. With respect to these expedition.^ 
which had been called rash, it ought to J>e>* 
recollected that rash enterprizes were 
sometinfes successful — Their system of 
ItiMtion W 4 S very considerate. (Loud 
lau^j!kr, mixed witfi hissing.) 

Mr. Hallet jvarnTly supported the Ad¬ 
dress, lie declared it to be his firm con¬ 
viction, that the country could not be 
saved without a teform in Parliament— 
(4jogdapplauses ).—Lord Castlcr^agh open¬ 
ly avowed that he had trafficked for a Seat 
in Parliament, and yet they did not turn 
him out; and although the same Parlia¬ 
ment was fold that two of the King’s Mi- 
nisfters had frightened a Member out of 
his seat, fiecau.se lie had the boldne.ss to 
ti ll them he would vote in the Duke of 
York’s busine.ss according to his con¬ 
science, yet the oflenders were not ex¬ 
pelled. He concluded by assuring the 
meeting tint ho was no party man—there 
was no Title, n ) distinction, and no gift, 
whTeb he would accept of at the hands of 
his Majesty’s^Iinisters, nor lyou/^ he touch 
a farthing of the public money, however 
ifireuiloiisly it m’ght be conveyed to him. 

Mr. CiioFT^saiJ a few words in support 

of the Add I ess. • 

Mk. M vR'^n (of Reading) deprecated the 
'ine of policy pursued Ity Ministers to- 
wards tliu t'ailiolics’of Irelaiir^ He theji 
anunadverteil succe.ssively on the expedi¬ 
tions to Copi’iiliagen, Spain, the Mediter- 
rapean, and the Scheldt. The puny ef¬ 
forts made to create diversions in favout 
jif Au^tlua and Spain, resembled the de-* 
moiitiun of a gingerbread giant by a 
.school-boy, who generally began by nili- 
bling oft* his toes and fingers. (A laugh.) 
He thought the indignity olieivd.by Mi¬ 
nisters to the City of lAindon, was'a mean 
attempt to tliiow flfls hatred of the peopla 
from themselves upon the shonlders of our 
gracious Soycreign. Such roiiduct would 
produce more Jacobins and Whigs than 
all the Toili Paines that eyer lived.—^Tbeir 
only care was to kwep peace with a Bo¬ 
rough-manger. plUiti',h'ar') '^What(satdi 
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Mr. Marsh) are we to sit down quietly all public meetings. What had fallen 
and trust to the investigation of Parlia-*! from Mr. Deane on the subject of the-us- 
ment, after the specimen they gjve us of ,| spssed ta\es, proved that no complaiiit 
their ialegrity in the Duke of York's busi- / could be ill-timed. Mach had been said 
ness ?—Did they not gravcl 3 '’tell us, that of our distant calamities, and he trusted 
there was neither corruption nor con- the eftect of the present Address would be 
nivance at cdtriiption!—but did the Peo- to induce his Majesty to do his utmost to 
pie believe,them? No! He was certain check corruption in the Parliament, and 
that nine hundred and ninety-nine, in redress the grievances of the subject. With 
every thousand individuals in the Country, respect to the assessed taxSs, he could say 
were of a Contrary opfcion. {le trusted from his o#vn experience, as a Conjmis- 
that the Country would alwaj's be able to sioner under the Act, that the Inspectors 
defend itself, both against foreign and and, Surveyors had arrogated so much 
domestic foes. The ancients had repre- power, and behaved so insolently, that he 
sented Liberty as a beautiful nymph, an^ had ceased to act as a Qommissioncr of 
worshipped her.as a goddess; anA-^ke Taxes while the oppressive and arbitrary 
most ladies, she required a little watting clauses were in force, 
fa laughJ. Our ancestors* celebrated her Mb. Sills, of Abingclon, said a few words 
rites every three years ; but septennial in support of the Address. • 

Parliaments were soon introduced, and the Lord Folkestone shortly replied. He 
homage paid by Parliament to her shriqe called upon the hon. gent. (Mr. Mon- 
bccame Ifess fervent.—He concluded, by tague) to tell *the meeting who the men 
saying that he had no doubt the Prince of were who were actuated' by motives of 
Wales, who had not received a German ambition and avarice in calling .the pre¬ 
education, but was an Englishman every sent meeting? (Name’ natue! resounded 
inch of him, would tell his father, that the from all parts, but Mr. Morftague made no 
people of this country were not to be answer.) His Lordship then read aResulu-. 
goaded too far without resenting it.” tion of the Flouse of Commons in HiSO, ex- 

Mh. Deane, of Waltham, supported the pciling a Member for calling in question 
Address. He went into a long detail on the right of the subjects to petition, 
the subject of the Assessed Taxes, and was The question being then culled for, the 
heard with much attention.—In the course Sheriff desired those who uieant id vote 
of his speech he stated that, the Survcj'or for the Addre.-s to hold up their hands, 
under the Assessed Taxes had recently wh-^n all, fexcept a very small .number, 
surcharged a gentleman who kept a Tax- voted in this manner, and loud actrlama- 
cart, because’ he had the luxury of a l^otis resounded through the Hall. Three 
cushion on the seat of it. He supposed or four only held up their hands for Mr. 
that if a man was to sit iiva Tuxed-car^ Montague's motion against the Address, 
with stuffing in his breeches, the Survej'or Mu. C. Dundas then losc,^ and stated, 
would tell him, that under the Act he had that it g.avc him much satislaction to de- 
no right to wear breeches in a Tax-cart, clarc, that he perfectly' coincided with the 
Mr. Deane concluded'wiih a motion,which senlimenls: of the Address that had l^en 
tVas unatiiihousl)' carried, to instruct the voted. On the subject of the grievances 
County Members to apply to Parliament under the Asse.ssed Tax Act, he could as- 
for a repeal of that part of the Assessed sure the Meeting, that he would be happy 
Tax Acti which vested the powers of de- to listen to any*complaints that were made 
• ciding on appeals, in the hands of Com- to him, and would Cheerfully bring thein 
missjoners appointed under the Act, ant? before Parliament.—^'fhis speech was re¬ 
took {t out of the Courts of Law. ceived vvith groat applause. 

Mr. Goodlake supported the Address, It was tlien resuPved that the Address, 
in an animated and energetic speech, and the King’.s Answer when received, 
Alludii^ to what had fallen from Mr. should*lje inserted in the County, and in 
Montague, respectingtthe present being an all the London .Nevrtipapers, and the Meet- 
ill-timed A/ldress, that was an old and ing broke up about five o'clock, 
stale trick with the friends of Ministers at 
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“ Many, public Officers nnd Accountants have raised great Eitaht to thctnscitses,’ at tlic expence ot 
** the Public, when it i. evident they have h.id no lawful means to attain them : anct se\ural iw-rsons, 
“ whose duty it w.is t<j Jiinder such I xuihitancies, tneasunn^ their rerjudhts rather by their own avarice 
“ than by th(‘in»merit, have obtained for tr.cin»!lves Uiaiits to such a value, as in fore(;niiig Reisns have 
“ been esteeineil l.iige Supplies towards great and public services: wlridh has been anpthcr%ivat cause 
** ef the Debt that lies upon the nAion. This general mismanagement of the public aif.iirs did actually 
“ spread itself over the whole kingilom, and scomsato be owing to a disj^ition of Offices and P(aco^ 
“ where men were rather chosen foi the^ inclmations to serve a Parly, th in for their yual^ficalions ta 
" serve Uie Public. And these men being conscious to tlipmselres of Wxe ma,:j Frauds dtul Offerees 
“ committed against the Public, have no other hnau to shelter themselves fiom .Tiistire, THAN BV 
» TAKING AWAY THE REPUTATION OF THCTO WHO DESIRE TO DO PJtmT TO THEIR 
“ COUNTRY BY DETECTING THEIR INIQUWH:,3| .and being U^TITED IN GUITT ANI> IN- 
“ TEKEST, they endeavour to amuse and impose upon those, whose posteiity, we have too much i-easna 
** to fear, will groan under the sad cfl’ects of tlio wickedness cf the* one, nnd the too great credulity 
“ of tijp other. We chcaifully depend upon your Majesly’s wisdom, that all onr Grievances, by ;^ur 
“ grace and favour, will, in due time, be redresv.-d and leinoved, by puxisiiihc those, who liave been 
“ tlte cause of them, and by entrusting nunc in tlic administration of public affairs, who, for their omi 

“ private advantage, have roapifestly contributed to4hc <!hlumity of tlieir Country.”- Addkess of the 

House op Commons to Qukxk Ajwe, in 1702. 


R7] --^-s-^ 

SUMJVIARY OF POLITICS. 

Peculation. -Is it possible to read 

the Motto to this Number, without making 
a comparison between the House of Com¬ 
mons in the reign of Queen Anne and 
those in this Jubilee Reign? When have 
we* during this reign, heard such language* 
from a House of Commons; and, shall wc 

ever hear it again ?-’rtiis,laiigua"c was 

addressed to Queen Anne the first hour, as 
it were, of her coming to the throne; and 
the consequence of it was a reforn# in 
every department of the public expeml*^ 
ture; but, the Dutch King had contracted 
the Vebt,tbe aH-cnchainingand all-corrupt¬ 
ing Debt; that curse remained, aiiAit iias 
gone bn increasing in mischievous eflects, 
as well as in its amount, untiTthe nation is 
in that state, which the original opponents 

«f the Debt foretold that it would be.- 

■But, if in4he reign of William III. Pecu¬ 
lators bought estates lyith the public money; 
if this was, at ifiat time, a subject of com-, 
plaint, what woul<l the same House of Com¬ 
mons have said, if they had existed at this 
day, when a sum equal to the whole of the 
taxes raised, in flie reign of Qusen Anne, 
annually, would sem’cely supply the an¬ 
nual amount of waste ?-4n this Address 

of the House of Commons to Queen Anne, 
there is a passage; whence the rcader.of 
the present day wjll clearly perceive, that 
Public Robbers have always played the 
same wicks, nind especially the trick of ca¬ 
lumniating, in all manner of ways, those 
persons, who have endearotireci to detect 
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their villi^inies. “ These men,” said that 
truly Honourable House of Commons, 
These men, being conscious to theui- 
" scNes of the many frauds and oflcnces, 
" committed against the public, have 
» OTHER HOPES TO SHELTER 
THEMSELVES lllOM JUSTICE, 
“ THAN BY TAKING AWAY THE RE- 
» PUTATION OE THOSE WHO DE- 
"SIRE TO DO RIGHT TO THEIR 
“ COUNTRY BY DEFECTING THEIR 

« INIQUITIES.”-Reader,need I point 

out to voii the recent cases, wherein the 
conduct ofjthc Public Robbers of King 
William’s reign has been so happily imi¬ 
tated ? I had not this Address in my mind, 
nor do I know that 1 had ever read it, 
when, last summe^*, 1 observ'cd, with re¬ 
spect to the garbled documonts and other 
publications respecting me, that, in blast¬ 
ing the reputation of those who endea 
voured to expose them, coiisijjted the only 
hope of the Public Jobbers “ to shilitr 
“ ihertkckes from justice.” I gave this sen¬ 
timent to the rcarier in almost tl/e Very 
words, in which it had been e.vprbsseil to 
Queen Anne a hundred and^seven years 
before by a House of Commons famed for 

its wisdom and iisjntegrity.-ft is of the 

greatest possible importance, that the pub¬ 
lic, that l^ie people in general, should bear 
tills sriitifnent in mind ; aiRl should be 
constantly upon their guard against the va¬ 
rious arts, which are,, and which always 
will be, made use of by the Public Rob¬ 
bers, /or the purpose of destroying the 
reputation ef tiitise who have the spirit 
P 
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to expose llieir robberies. “ Beiiij'.” said cellent man, Mr. Waitmmam, who_ has 
that wise ami virtuous House ofCoiurnous; fived to see arrive all, yea all, the national 
“ Beins; UNITED IN ClUILi’ AND IN- calamities that he, iVomtinie to tinie. pre- 
•^'TEREST, they endeavour to amuse and dieted, and many others, which neither _ 
impose upon tho.se, wlmse po.stci ity, we. he nor any other man could have possibly 
have too niucli reason to liar, ivill imagined. For niany'years, Mr. Waith- 
" GROAN UNftEIil the sad cUlcts of the man was called -jl jacobin and Icpeller; h9 
“ wickedness of kite one, and the crodn- was so called because be made a motior^ 

** lily of the other.”-.-Xl ts! how Jiilly to address the king tor an ini^uiry into the 

has this fearful prediction Oven realized ! shameful failure at the Ilelder. Nay, as 
We do, iiulcvd, groan, literally* groan, often as he rj^e his voice against any a£:t 
tjodcr the burdens, w hich have grot% n out .of folly or corruption, or national misma- 
of that .sy.stem of peculation, of the first nageinf-nt of any sort, so often was ha 
rise of which this House of Commons called a jacobin and leveller.—^What 
complained ; mid, let us aivvavs bear was tlie natural consequencoi of this cr\' 


in mind, tliat this? terriWe system 
could have got to any* head, had nut the 
peqple been creduloas enough to listen to 
the calumnies, which the peculators propa¬ 
gated against the enemies of peculation. 
" United in ^idlt, and interest, they endba- ^ 
vour to amuse, and impose upon the pco- 
*f pie.” Just as they do now. Exactly 
as they do now. Only now, the times are 
auch, that the longer success of'such en¬ 
deavours must inevitably sink tiii.s uatiot, 
into a state, not of what is commonly call¬ 
ed tuin, but of actual submission to a fo¬ 
reign yoke. The people hate, in fact, 
been their own undoers, not inlentionall-y, 
to be sure, but still they must take a great 
share of the blame to tltemselves. They 
have been the instruments, the tools, in the 
hands of others; but, it must be confessed, 
tiiat, in bult too many instances, they 
have been the willing instruments. There 
ran be no doubt, in the mind of any ra¬ 
tional man, that the City of Ldhdon ; that 
the tameness of that City,; that its having 
been made a mere instrument in the hands 
of the minister of the day : there can be 
no doubt, that this City,*thus made use of, 
has been a principal cause of the present 
dangers of the kingdom. The people of 
tlie City of London were amused and im¬ 
posed igton; they were persuaded to be- 
lesve, that " all those who desired tto do 
right to their country” were jacobins, lo- 
veUers,4republicans, rebels, traitors, taus- 
culottes; no matter by what, or by how 
many names^ those persons were called ; 
the people of the City of London were 
persuaded to believe, that all such per¬ 
sons were enemies of their country. Charge 
any man writAt frauds and oUlmcp agaiiisl 
the public ; why, what was the answer to 
you ? " You are aJacMn, anti want to 
“ overturn all order and government.” 
Such was the answer, whkh, for years 
■ad years, was receired by tliat truly ex* 


join in which a great majority ol the 
City were persuaded what was to tie ex¬ 
pected from this } Not, perhaps, that Mr. 
Waithman would give the thing up , that 
he would retire to his home^ in di.sgust, 
and abandon bis .country to its fate : this, 
perhaps, was not to be expected : but, it 
wds to be, expected, that ’many many 
others, though entertaining the satrre sen¬ 
timents as Mr. Waithman, blit having less 
political courage, would be deterred from 
coming forward. There are very few 
men, who have the courage to meet such 
a host of slanderers as were set to work 
upon Mr. Waithman. The mere time 
and labour of giving a simple negative to 
^ each of their downright Lies are moix! 
than any man has at his command. If, 
during thre'timonlh.s of the last year, 1 had 
written only a simple a.ssertion, in contra¬ 
diction to every Lie that was, during that 
jljfne, published against me, it would have 
taken up the whole qf my time. No won¬ 
der, therefore, that men, in genecal, should 
bu^fr^id of exposing themselves to such u 

.swarm of calumniators!-^The wretclies, 

who are employed fur this purpose, are 
afraid of no consequences; they have no¬ 
thing to apprehend; they themselves 
have no character to lose; from the na¬ 
ture of their oHicc, thi^^ must bo destituta 
^uf all sense of honour and of shame; and, 
g< nerally, their associates are of the very 
worst description of,men and women. 
But, while they are, from, these causes, 
quite fea^'less and cal1ou$, the world do 
not knotv, and cannut^kuow, that such i» 
the case. Wlwlcver gets into print car¬ 
ries some degree of credit with it; and, it 
is next to impossible, that, by some part of 
' the peQ[)le composing S whole nation, thk 
I calumnies, though pure inventions of such 
wretches as 1 have described/ shoidd 
pass for trutia, and should not produce, at 
I least, %olaaa efiect, upon the minds af 4' 
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part of the people ; and, as no good man, 
no man of proper sentiments, can, without 
paA, know, that he is looked upon, by a 
‘ considerable part of his countrymen, ns 
being a villain; so, there’ are very few 
men indeed, especially if they have fami¬ 
lies whosfe feelings also are to be consult¬ 
ed, who can muster up the courage to ex¬ 
pose themsolves to the torrents o( lies, 
which are sure to be pnure^ out against 
tHeni, tbe moment they openly declare 
themselves the enemies of public rybbery. 
Tor mji own part, I have now been so long 
used to beai'Mie calumnies of these miser¬ 
able wretches, and am so happy in the 
conscious innocence, good sense, and for- ! 
titude of those, v\^iosc uneasiness under a | 
partiqpation in such calumnies could not 
fail deeplydto alTect me, that I care no¬ 
thing at all about any thing that is said 
against me, through stfch channels. 1 
know, that there is a certain part of Wie 
people;, who believ^ that I am what 
the advocates of the Public Robbers de¬ 
scribe me {(kbe. Very many there are, 
who, from a refinement in baseness, only 
affect to believe it; who know better, but, 
who are very desirous that others should 
continue in error. But, after all, 1 know, 
that there are, and that there must be, a^- 
greJbt irumber of people, who do sincerely 
.bclievo, that 1 am what athe advocates of 
the Robbers describe me to be. AJ^ell; 

I cannot help this. It is no fault of mine. 

I know, that the greater part of welldn- 
formed people are perfectly convinced, 
that all that has been said against me 
the»c knaves is false. And, then, 1 have 
always perceived, that one ellect of such 
abomijiable falsehoods being published 
against me is, to create inquiry, personal 
inquiiiy, into rny character, and my con¬ 
duct ill pritate hl'c; and, such inquiry 
has produced a wonderful impression in 
my favouf. Another effect of the calum¬ 
nies against me has been to bind my friends j 
more firmly to me. They, at any rale, 1 
well know how false and how malicious | 
are the charges allCdged against me by 
the advocates of the Robbers : they must, 
of coursc.feclindignationat i!iose*charges; 
and the effect of that -kidiguation is an 
increase df attachment to *mc. So that, 
upon the whole, if one can but bring one’s 
mind to be tranquil under the knowledge, 
that one is tliooght* ill of by a considerable 
part of one’s country-men, one gets nearly 
af Biu^ as one loses by the calumnies. 
But, how few men are there in this, or in 
»ny country, who can be brougllt to view 
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the matter in this light! In this light, 
however, a man must view if, and upon 
these principles must he act, or, as to any 
hostile movement agiiinst corruption, or 
public robbery, he had better remain 
quiet. It is, as we see,by this Address to 
Uucen Anne, the lot of hyn “ u7io deszni 
“ to do right ta his country'’ to have his 
" reputation taken aivay,” ^if possible, by 
those, who, out of the public raise great 
estates to themselves; by those who haw 
raised great estates, when, it is evfdent, 
they'(have had no lawful means to attain 
them; by those, who, being united in 
gu'ft and* interest, endeavour to amuse 
and impose upon<lhe people. This, we 
see, is the Idt, the inevitable fate of that 
man, be he who he may, tliat desires to 

“ do right to hismcountry’ -When I first 

, cast my eye upon the passage, being 
“united in guilt and interest, &c. &c.” I 
could not help thinking of the she-pecu- 
laiors and rubbers, who as they came 
down into this county, last summer, 
tossed the forged documents and base ca¬ 
lumnies against me down in the streets of 
the towns and villages, through which 
they passed. " United in guilt and inte^ 
“pest;" haunted by the double dread of 
punishment and poverty; such were the 
wretches, who published and eirculated 
against me the calumnies of last summer; 
a«td such arc the wretches, wlio are now, 
by all the arts that craft and*malice can 
devise, endeavouring irrla^j aieay the reputa^ 

tion (f Mr. IVardU. -To return a httlo 

to the Address (which is a document well 
worth our attention at this moment;) we 
see, that the House of Cuinmoiis spoke 
out plainly about the Estates that men 
had acquired, winiout having had risible 
tauful means of attaining thoSe estates^ and 
to he sure, nothing can be more just, or- 
more reasonable, than that, when you see 
A. public officer or accqpntant tVaring great 
estate^ without luiving visible lawful meams 
you snould inquire how he came by such 
estates. Is there any gentlcinao, who 
should sec his steward purchasing estate 
upon estate, .and who knew, at ^he same 
time, that the steward had no micans of 
his own wherewkh to make such pur¬ 
chases; is there any gentleman, so cir- 
citpistanced, who would not instantly set 
on foot aif inquiry as to the source of the 
funds employed in purchasing tbe said 
estates ? The aqpwer" is ready : There 
is no gentleman> not a downright fool, 
or a careless prodigal, who would not set 
on foot such inquiry. If a poor 'girl be 
D«. 
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icen with a gown or a pair of shoes finer 
thill she can he expeefed to have bought 
with her own means, and at the same 
time, with a gold watcli, or scfmo oilier 
trinket, she is carried hclbre a justice of 
the peace to give an account of the means 
by which those Wineries got intoher posses¬ 
sion. And, why, let me ask,* is not a public 
officer, or accountant, to be made to give 
an account of the means by wbicli his 
eftates hare been so suddenly attained ? 

■-Well, but how were sentiments, surh 

as these, relished by Qukkn Anne ? What 
. did she say to a parliament that held sipch 
language to her ? Bid she' give an answer 
discovering a partiality foi^ the Public 
Robbers, of wbom the House of Commons 
complained ? Did she shew*, that she loved 
such vermin ? or did she 'shew, that she 

hated them -She said: *' I shall cefn- 

" sider the several particulars of your Ad- 
“ dress, and always have great regard to the 
** representations of the House of Corn- 
“ iiions, and to the true intcresls'of Eng- 
land.” And she was as good as her 
word ; for she, with sincerity, set to Wiork 
to reform abuses, to punish peculators, and 
to*'set, in her own manners and conduct, 
an exain])le of moral virtue, and of iboo- 
nomy without loss of dignity. Out of her 
own revenue she voluntarily gave large 
sums, in order to make up for the falling 
oil of the public revenue; and, in liCr 
Speech at the conclusion ot the first Ses¬ 
sion of Parliament, held in her reign, the 
wm’having then begun: I must not con- 
elude,” said she, “ without^icrpiaiiititig 
“ j’ou, 1 have given difeetiuiis, that my 
“ part of all the Prizes, which have been, 
or shall be, taken during the war, be ap- 
*• plied entirely to the pitulic service ; and, I 
" hope my own revenue will not fall so 
** short, but that I may be able, as I desire, 
“ to contribute yet further to the ease of my 
" people.”—ii—She afidall this too. These’ 
^erc not empty professions; and, lias, 
with great truth, been observed, that her/lo- 
nes^and'^/r deo/rngtowards her people, vias 
one of the greatest glories of her glorious 
re'gn. Slie was no hypocrite; her heart 
was truly English; and, during her reign 
England'attained a height, from wliicli, 

I have always thought, she has since been 
■inking, mver can she rise agiin, unless 
there be a House of Commons to act upon 
the principles expressed in the Address, 
part of which I have taken for my motto, 
unless there be a House of Commons, who 
will act a faithful part totvards the people, 
and punish, really punish, all these who 


shall be found to have cbmniUled frauds- 
upon the public purse, no matter in wj^at 
way it may have been done. 

Paeliament. --The Session which 

opened on Tuesday last, the 23rd instant, 
has discovered, to those, who believed, or 
pretended to believe, that the Ministry 
would be left in a minority, that even this 
ministry can command a majdrity as well 

as any other.-*- The King’s Speech ai^d 

the Adueess, will ail be found at the end 
of these remarks. There is nothing, 
which, at present, I shall remark li^ou iti 
the frsi ; and the second is, as lisual, a mere 
echo of the first. The Asncndmeiit was as 
follows: After the word^ “ That,” in the 
second paragraph of the speech, to insert 

these w'ords :-" That we have seen 

" with the utmost sorrow and ‘indignation 
“ the accumulated failures and disasters 
“ of the last campaign, the unavailing 
“ ^astc of our national resoifrces, and the 
“ loss of so many tiiousands of our .brave 
" troops, whose distinguished gnd heroic 
“ valour has been unprofitably sacrificed 
“ ill eiitcrprizes, productive not of advan- 
“ tage, but of lasting injury to their coun- 
“ try—Enterprizes marked only by a rc- 
“ petition of former errors, tardy and 
p uncomhined, incapable in their success 
“ of aiding our Ally in the critical liio- 
" ment of bis favc, but exposing in their 
“ faiKire his ’Majesty’s Councils to the 

“ St orn and derision of the enemy.- 

" 'Ll>at we iheretbrc feel ourselves bound, 
^.witli a view to the only atonement that 
" now can be made to an injured people, 
" to institute, wiiliout delay, sncli rigorous 
".^nd.ellectual inquiries ailtl proceedings 
“ as duty impels us to adopt, in a case 
where our country has been subjected to 
" unexampled calamity and disgrace.” 
This is very good ; exceedingly proper ; 
nothing could be more true ; but, fur all 
that, there were,*in the House of Ixtrds, 
^only 92 for it, while there were 144 
against it; and, in the Commons, there 
were only 107 for it, while there were 203 
against it; leaving tllie ministers a majo¬ 
rity of 5^ ill oiip House and of 9b in the 

other. - Well, then, M«. Windham, whab 

do you now tlpnk ? “You still think, of 
course, that there needs no reform of the 
parliament ; but, pray, admit, then, that the 
ministers are right ; or/ at least, that the 
nation, through its coidpetent representa¬ 
tives, think the ministers right.——.The 
Ariti-Keformisis, who were for this Amend¬ 
ment, ntugt now be strangely puzzled. I 
give them joy, with all ray heart, of this 
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decision i^ainst intfuiiy, and, in order to 
console them, I beg leave just to remind 
them of their vote f^airmt inquiry, in the 
case of Mil. Madocks’s Motion, relative 
to the seat of Mil. Quistin Dick, and the 
censure, which some of •them then be- 
stoweil, with no sparing hand, upon all 
those, who were anxious for inquiry upon 
that subject, a subject of ten thousand 
times greater importance to the people of 
i^ngland, than the 8ubject|, as to which 

t!iey now voted for inquiry.- -As to thp 

present case, however, I can discover no 
argument at all again.st the Amendment, 
and, if objectionable, it was so only upon 
the grcuind of its leaving in existence any 
part of the original motion, every word of 
which, except the first word " that,” 1 

woul^ have swept away.-It was said, 

by some, 4liat the censure, contained in 
the amendment w'as premature; that it con-^ 
demned ministers * unheard. Why, 
there they weic to be heard ; there they 
werc.to speak for thdhiselves ; there they 
were to defend themselves. And, besides, 
is not wh'at is stated in the Amendment 
notoriously true f Is there any one of its as¬ 
sertions, of the truth of which any man in 
this kingdom hasthe smallestdoubt? And, 
if this was the case, what occasion was 
there for any previous steps ? What had 
tire Houses to do but to come to a votl 

upon the subject at onop.- 1 have not 

time to enter into remarks, «t any length, 
upon'the Debate ; but, I cannot help tak¬ 
ing an extract or two from the speech of 
Uie Hon. Mk. Ward, who seconded*the 
motion for the Amendment, and from tRIr 

speech of Mr. Whitbread. - Mb. Ward 

said : '' If th^ Parliament was ever to act, 
",it should act at the present mSmedt: 
•* and if it should not act noi\, he was sure 
it .would not act at all. If that House 
" were to resign its inquisitorial power as 
«' to the acts of any set of men, and to re- 
** nounc« the salutary controul which it 
« used to exercise over the Servants of the 
" Crown, it would, he was convinced, b& 
** a proof qf the decay of parliamentary virtue, 
** and an unerring symptom of the decline 
*' of the true spirit of the constitution. It 
“ was matter of astonishment, that after 
“ such a series of uAexjtropled calamities, 
*' his Msqesty’s Ministers, ever the greater 
number of whom the terrors of impeach- 
** nieiu were impending, should dare •to 
" remain in office {Hear! Hear!). But 
if Parliament should, without any re- 
^ gard to their past conduct, think proper 
” to give iti$ support to such ruleri, or lend 


181 0.^Parliament. [ UHi 

*' its sanction to such measures, nothing 
“ could more clearly evince that silent but uc- 
tual and alarming change, which wassaid tO 
“ have taken place in the British constitution ■ 

“ nothing could more indisputably shew 
" the resemblance between the gorern* 

“ ment of this country and tho^s old go- 
“ vernments of Europe, which, weighed 
“ down by the influence qf corruption and im' 
" bscility, fell successively a certain and 
" easy j)rey, to the superior wisdom and 
" energiesof t^e power which has enslaved 

" them.”-Well, then. Sir, we talfe you 

at y 0 ur word. Parliament has, in its vote 
of that night, given its support to •* such 
" rtlers nay, it has, by a decided niajo* ’ 
rity, given all the proofs, of which you 
spoke. Well, will you join us, then, Sir ? 
Will you ask lor a reform of Uiat parli i- 
ment ? I do nql.recollect havingseen your 
name amongst those of the few members, 
who, in the last session, voted for a reso¬ 
lution upon that subject. What is to be 
done then ? You say. Sir :—" At this nio- 
“ ment the whole power of France, which 
engrossed the whole means and resources 
" of Europe, was at the command of that 
“ ^eat and consummate general and 
" statesman, who contained in himself aU 
*‘^the shining qualities of those men, who, 

" at any time, by their talents, rendered 
" France formidable to this country ; who 
** united the policy of Richelieu with the 
military genius of Turenne, and added 
“ the inordinate ambition of* Louis XIV, 

" to the enterprise and activity of Conde. 

'* When they reflected upon all this, 

" they mqpt be sensible of the infutua- 
" tion of trusting to any thing but the 
** combination AT all the ab^iliiy and 
" wisdom in the nation for a successful 
" resistance to th% great and extraordinarv 
" power against which we were opposed. 

“ Jn his heart, and without the slightest 
" party feeling or partiality, he looked to 
the gentlemen below him.«-(on the Op- 
'' position Benches) Tor that combinatiqp 
" of iX'isdom and experience, which alone 
could be effectual for the salvation of 
“ the country in its present critical cir- 
<' cumstances. He was oonvinced that, 

** in coming into office, they woliid be in- 
“ fluenced by no ynworthy motives. They 
•' would succeed to shattered means, to 
« exhausted resources, and *to onsuccess- 
"’ful armies. They would succeed to 
" dangers and difficulties, which would 
" appal the firmest hearts—dangers and 
** difficulties, which no emoluments of 
•* office, or pTidp of Fartjr..victory, couhi 
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*• adequately or at all compensate, 'The 
time was not distant when the last trial 
** would be to l>e essayed ; and he.cou- 
juied the House not to spurn at its own 
" safety, by omitting to make provision 
for it in ‘time. Sure, however, be was, 
“ that it could •never be preserved by a 
" continuance },n the same system ; that 
** it could not be maintained by a system j 
which wjas something weaker than*im- 
" beciiity—by*nicn v\Uo oflered tliym no- 
but i/teir ignoiunce and iiUoltratwc. 
" That House, he was coufuient, would 
never suffer the State to he ruined in such 
** hands; and if it sliould be the will of 
'Providence that this empire siTould fell, 
he trusted that it would not be left to 
*' sink under its own weight,* but fall in a 
nianner worthy of its ancient character 

and power ” -^W’hat is to be done, 

then ? The House do like these same 
ministers. They have voted them to re¬ 
main in place. What are we to do, then ? 
This is what I want to know from all you, 
who, at one and the same time^ tell us, 
that the country must be ruined if it re? 
mains in the hands of the present mini¬ 
sters, and that a reform of the House of 
Commons would also ruin the nation. 
Pray do tell me, then, what we arc to dij ? 
This Is what you say: if the Flouse sup¬ 
port die present ministers, the nation must 
be ruined ; the House do most decidedly 
give its support to the present minister;..* 
and, yet you will not join us in asking fur 
a reform of tlie'House. To be sore, such 
a series of acts never was before a subject 
of discussion, in any asseinblycupon earth. 
Faults and follies of all sorts and sizes, and, 
arisingdircctly outof thes^ calamities, so ex¬ 
tensive, and of so disti‘cs>ing and disgrace¬ 
ful a nature, and foreboding consequences, 
enough to appal the stoutest heart. Well, 
here are all these acts, and this state cf 
thing.s, well understood long before the 
House meets*; it is [proposed in the House; 
tp censure the persons, who have been 
guilty of these acts; and the House*, by a 
decided majority, say NO to that proposi- 
^ut. Sir, if you tell us, that that 
House stands in no need of reform ; if you 
tell us. tllat that House is an adequate re¬ 
presentative of the pqppie of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland ; it you tell us that 
that House speaks the voice of the nation, 
then. Sir, you have no reason toK;omp]ain, 
but ought, in silence, to acquiesce i/i the 

decision qf the nation. -Of Mu. Whit- 

HREAo’s ^eech 1 shoai3 lijj^e to insert the 
-whol^ ; but ippst coated myself with the 
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conclusion of it, as reported in The Times 
news-paper.—He said, “ Hecould not help 
“ now alluding to the very extraordin|ry 
“ transactions which had taken place in our 
“ Cabinet; but before he did so he must 
“ notice some e5fprc.ssianji of the right bon. 
" gent. (Mr. Canning) which had much 
" delighted him. He had said that in a ' 
** good cause he would seek (lie assistance 
of men of all religions : tlie Turk and 
'* the Cliristiiyi, the Jew and the Pagan, 
i " were to him, politically considered, 

! equa(|—No doubt then, now that he and 

“ the noble Lord were emancipated from 
the shackles of bigotry, thej||*wnuld unite 
" with the friends of toleration in jsnpport 
" of unlimited religious freedom C^ar, 

" hear!) He wished particularly to know, 

" why Lord Wellesley delayed so Iqng in 
this country after hi.s appointment to the 
, " Spanish embassy. He was particularly 
" anxious to kndw this, on account of a 
“ paragraph which had appea,’'ed in a well 
“ known publicaUon, stating that “ had it 
" not been for a fit of illness^ the noble 
" " Marquis would have been long since in 
“ Spain.”—Now it was well known, that 
" the right bon. gent. wi.shed to incorpo- 
« rate Lord W^cllesleyintbe government at 
" home, and he had only to hope that this 
" interested feeling did not occasion his 
“ Lordship’s protracted delay in Englafid, 

" when he should have been fnlfillitig the 
“ funftions of'his important mission. On 
this subject he should hereafter demand 
•' im explanation from the right lion. 

" genUeman. To Spain, however, «t 
last, the noble Marquis went, and there 
“ what were his services ? Why, he watt 
" through the mwnmery qf dancing on the 
“'Frakh jiag! He did more; he visited 
“ the Junta, .went through all the routine 
of etiquette and politics, made a speech 
“ about reform, took his glass after dinner, 
“,and reli^ously toasted the Pope! (Hear, 

“ hear!) It was surprising indebd, to see 
“ him 80 soon returning after his Jlirtation 
with the " Whore cf liahylon’* at Cadiz! 

" On his return, of course, when the places 
" were going,he camef in lor his share, and 
“ made one of the Administration; an Ad- 
" ministifttion the Members of which could 
" not have been .distmguisbed, haal it not 
been for the motions that day, for the issn- 
ing of writs. It was made up indeed, by 
kind of political baiyit—one gentleman 
" (Mr. Dundas) had gone the entire cir- 
" cumnavigation of office, from the Board 
“ of Controul to the Irish SebretBrydiip! 

*• On that day a writ hnd been movad 
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•* tendering hia seat vacant, in consequence 
** ofbis receiving a situation which he be* 
*' ligved was not yft in his possession !— 
The Right lion. Gentleman had, how* 
" ever, at length compiled an adminis* 
" tration: and, indeed he ^d fully shewn 
«that, supported by the favour of the 
•• Court, be felt little fear in stemming the 
"authority of the people, (Hear!) But 
" how die! the Right lion. Gent, proceed 
« ^o form even this Administaation ? Why, 
" the very first application he made was* 
" {o a dear friend of his, and a Nob^ Lord 
" with -whose principles he had been at 
" war all his, political life. This tender 
•" was rejected by them in a manner wor- 
*• thy of their ^ignity, and the rebui)’ 
" which they gave the Right linn. Geu- 
" tlcnaan would have daunted anjf man of 
" less temei^ty than himself. 'liiere was 
" not a man in the country, from the 
" Orkneys to the Land’s End, who did 
" not pronounce him and his Administi^* 
tion. weak, incapal>)c, and inefficient. 
Even wi^h the addition of the two col- 
" leagues wdio had deserted them, they 
" were feeble, but they then stood on a 
" principle, or rather in opposition to a 
" principle ; (hear, hear) but now rejected 
" by all who W'cre worth}', the weak and 
old, and infirm, were collected from the, 
" Ifedges and high-roads, and consorted 
" with for want of betters (Hear,Jfear!) 

" The.motly combination wds duly appre- 
" ciated by the people—no one respected 
them—they might now exclaim “ "{he 
" Church is in danger,” but every opg^ 
" would know they meant " Mj/ IHace is" 
" " in dagger.” (Hear, hear!) Now the 
" time was ccAme when it would be jnani- 
*• fested that the people had a voice as well 
" as the Crown, and would not be imposed 
" on-by a set of adventurers who had 
usurped the Government, supported by 
" nothing but the favour of the Crown.— 

(Hear /) Tli^ats had been held otft by 
the runners of tlfls Government that, as 
" on a former occasion, a dissolution of* 
Parliament would be now resorted to. 
He believed in fiis soul Governpient 
dared not realiee the threat; b^t if they 
" did, it would only leave them ten times 
“as bad as they ^cre* before.—flfear, 
" Hear!) Pompous language as to the flou- 
fishing state of onr revenue was however 
“ held out. But wna it sound at bottom ? 
"Was there a legitimate trade? Was it 
** not ^gystepi, placing (by the requisition 

* of licences) the merchants under the 

• CQBtroul of Government ? W,aS it not 


" rather the chicane of amagglers and pi-, 
" rates, than the fair, liberal commerce 
“ of merchants? (Hear, Hear!) But our. 
“ “ Treasury was full.” Aye, by the rigo- 
" rous severity with which the taxes were 
“collected.* Under the system pursued, 
" the collection of the Pro'perly-iax would 
" soon be in the hands of Government col- 
" leq^ors. Indeed the liberty of the sub- 
“ ject was directly struck at by the nie- 
" tiled by which the taxes frere collected. 

" He gave it as his sincere advice, Ijt aw 
" economical reform be instituted before 
“ the*" last ounce,” was exacted, and the 
" CQUntry^reduced to despair. Let a Go- 
" vernment be removed to which the peu,- 
" pie have refused their confidencr. l/'t 
“ our relative'situaliou with the enemy,bii 
" well considered. Let the policy of 
‘‘ succouring Spain be also weighed un- 
der the existing circumstances: Aus- 
" tria gone—the French' fofee concen- 
“ trated, and that country their only 
“ object. It was said that we might de- 
" fend l*brtugal with 30,000 men : but 
'4 would not Buonaparte kno%v our force 
" e^yn to a drummer, and where we had 
“ 30,000 he would have 00,000. Who 
“ would struggle against such fearful odd»? 

" Our remaining some time unmolested in 
" that country should be no argument for 
" our continuance there. We remained just 
“ at the will of the French Emperor, and 
“•at his option he could drive us out of it.— 
" But what could be expected from such 
“ a Ministry, or rather froA a single man, 
“ for the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
** now* alondt—alone, after sounding his in- 
“ effectual war-tt^oop—alone, after fully 
" exposing his weakness, and shewing it, 
“ exceeded only by his rashness. Th« 
" Marquis Wellestey, of whom suoli ac- 
“ count had been made,he considered com- 
"p/t'iety jns/gn7'/icflj!<.—Who was he? The 
" Governor of India—the man who had 
" scarcely escaped tjje cenfure of that 
" Hoigie for his cruel tyranny !—the mai* 
who had assailed the press, the sacred 
“ palladium of the people ! the fdend of 
“ Despotism—the foe to Liberty. Good 
“ God ! could this man say to Bqpnaparte, 
“ in the n^>le indignation of insulted vir- 
“ tuc, I have not done as you have.” 
“ (Hear, hear, hear!) Alas, Jf tuck a man 
“ bad strdtigth, he would indeed be a fear- 
" fill acquisition to suoA a government; but 
“ he was known, and therefore weak and 
“ harmless (Hear!.). Peace should be tbc 
“ cry of the nation. Peaca-^oarticulaily 
** because the llirsldoia of fiullwDa of .ooK 
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** feiloW'SubjectSjWas the tenure by which 
** this incapable Junta held their offices. It 
has been said by.our enemy, (said Mr.W.) 
“ that the genius of France guided our ar- 
*• mies. Alas! itnowpresidesinourCabinct; 
“ for surely, whether we consider their ig- 
" norance, their imbecility, their bigotry, 
“ or the fate with which Pfovidence visits 
" all their measures, our enemy, had he 
" the numinatjoii, could not select men 
*• more suitable to his ends, or more per- 

niccous to our inierests.'*-Where is 

the independent and honest man, who 
does not applaud this speech ? ThTs is a 
• speaker for me ; one who never mipces 
the matter; but, who, indignant at his 
country’s wrongs, freely expresses his in- 

xlignation.-The House, however, you 

see, did not partake in the sentiments of 
Mr. Whitbread ; and, the House, as it 
now is, never^eill partake in such sentiments. 

W«. COBBE'IT. 

Sotley, Jan. 2hth, 1 10. 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

The Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Four¬ 
teenth Volumes of the above Work, com¬ 
prising the Proceedings in both Houses of 
Parliament during the last Session, are 
ready for delivery. Complete sets from 
the Commencement in the Year 1803, 
niay still be had'of the Publishers. 

All Communkations for^ the Parlia¬ 
mentary Debates will be carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly re jpetted that they may 
be transmitted to the Publishers with the least 
popsible delay. 


COBBETT’S 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF ' 

State Trials: 

• 

The Fourteenth Part of the above 
Work w'Ul be published on the 1st of 
February* One Part will appear, with 
the greatest regularity, un the Hrst of each 
succeeding month. Subscribers who pur¬ 
chase the Work in Quarterly Vdlumes arc 
respectfully infol’med that theTifth Vo¬ 
lume will be ready for delivery on the 
first ot March. Of the Two Hundred 
ruid Eight Trfals or Pwceedings, of 
irbich thp first Volumes Consist, 


Ninety-Five never before came into any 
Collection. The following is a List of the 
Articles contained in the Fifth Volume^; 

The new Matter is masked 
187. Tlie Proceedings, Examination, and Trial of 
Colonel Eusebius Anilrewe, more conimonly writ¬ 
ten Andrewes, (a Barrister of Gray’s Inn), before 
the Hi.^h Court of Justice, for High Treason, 
A. D. 1650. 

183. The Trial of Mr. Christopher Love, before 
the High Covert of Justice, for High Treason, 

A. D. 1651. 

189. The Trial of Mr. John Gibbons, before the 
High Couit of Justice, for High Treason, a. d. 
1651. 

190. Proceedings against James Stanley, Earl of 
Derby, Sir Timothy Fcthtistoiihaugh, .and Cap¬ 
tain John Bciibow, before a Court Martial, fw 
High Treason, a. d- 1651 [?'.] 

191. The'J'rial of Major llichard Faulconcr, at 
the Upper Beiicli Bar in Weslminster-halk upon 
uii Indictment for Perjury, a. v. 1655. 

192. The Case of Captain John Streater, on an 
Habeas Corpus, at 4ho Upper Bench in Westmin¬ 
ster-hall, a. d. 1655. 

19*. 'J'lie Trial of Mr. John LilbuAie, at the Ses¬ 
sions of the Peace held for the City of London, 
at JusUec-Hall in the Old Bailey, for returning 
into England, being banished by,Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, A- D. 1 ()53. 

194. Case of the Privileges of Embassadors, being 
the Proceedings against Don Pantaleon Sa, Bro¬ 
ther of the Embassador from the King of Portu¬ 
gal to England, ibr Murder in a Itiot in the New 
Exchange, a. d. 1654 f^-] 

‘195. The Trial of John Gerhard, Peter Vowell, 
and Somerset Fox, before the High Court of jus¬ 
tice, for High Trtasou, in conspiring to Murder 
the Lord Prot^tor, a. d. 1654. 

196. Proceedings of the Commissioners, appointed 
by Oliver Cromwell, for ejecting Scandalous and 
IWbufQcient Ministers, against John I’urdage, of 

^Bradfield, in the County of Berks, a. d. 1654. 

197. Proceedings of the Commissioners, appointed 

by Oliver Cromwell, for ejecting Scandalous and 
Ignorant Ministers. In the Case^of Walter Bush- 
metl. Clerk, Vicar of Box, in the County of Wi'U, 
A. D. 1656 [N.j • ' 

193. The Triai of the Hon. Colonel John Penriid- 
dock, at Exon, for Higii Treason, a. d. 1655. 

199. Proceedings of the Lord Protector and his 
Council against Sir Henry Vane, knt. for the 
piihlicatioii of a ^Book, intithxl, ",A Healing 
“ Question, propounded and resolved, upon oc- 
“ casion of the late pubift.' and seasonable Call to 
* “ Humiliation, in order to Love and Union 

" amongst the honest Party,’’ a. p. 1656 [N.] 
200. Proceedmgsin the House of Commons against 
James Nayler, ibr Blasphemy, and other Misde¬ 
meanors^. D. 1656. * 

201> The Trial of Miles Sindercotue, alias Fish, 
before the Lord Chiefalastice Glynn, and Mr, 
Justice Wgrburton, at the Upper-Bench, \Vcst- 
minster, for High Treason, a. d. 1657. 

2M. nie Trial of Sir Henry Slingsby, knt. before 
‘the High Court of Justice, for High Treason, 
A, p. 1658. • 

203, The Trial of Dr. John Hewet, before the 
High Court of Justice, for Higir Treason, a.j>, 
l'fi58. 

304. THb Jrial of John Mordant, esq. before thf 
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High Court of Justice, for High Treason, a. s. 
1G58, 

203. Tlic Trials of TWENTY-NINE REOrCIDES, 
at th^Old Bailey, for High Treason, which be¬ 
gan on the 9th of October, a. d. 1660. 

206. Proceedings upon an Impeachment against 
WiIJiain Drake, for writing, printibg, and pub¬ 
lishing a fake, wicked, malicious and seditious 
Pamphlet, entitled, “ The Long Parliament re¬ 
vived,” A. n. 1660 [N.] 

207. Proceedings in Scotland against Archibald 
Marquis of Argjile, for High Treason, a. d. 1661. 

208. Proceedings at a Conference ig the Savoy, 
’ respecting a Review of the Liturgy, a.b. 1661 [N.J 


King’s Speeci^ - On Tuesday, the 2'id 

qf January 1«I*0, the two Houses of Par¬ 
liament having tnet, the Session was opened 
by Commission, when the following Sptech 

was read by the Lord Chancellor ; 

• 

“ My Loads and Gentlemen, 

" His Majesty commands us to express 
to you his deep regret, thdt the exertions 
of the £mperor*of Austria against the am« 
bilion and violence of Fr&nce, have proved 
unavailing, and that his Imperial Majesty 
has been compelled to abandon the con¬ 
test, mnd to conclude a disadvantageous 
peace. Although the war was undertaken 
by that monarch without encouragement 
on the part of his Majesty, every effort 
was made for the assistance of Austria 
which his Majesty deemed consistent with 
the due support of his allicvi, and with the 
welfare and interest of his own dominions. 
—An attack upon the naval arnmanents 
and establishments in the Scheldt, aiibrded 
at once the prospect of destroying a gro\v- 


formidahle to the security of this country, 
and of diverting the exertions of France 
from the important objects of reinfor*cin|^" 
her armies on the Danube, and of con- 
trouling the spirit of resislance in the 
North ol’ Germany. These considerations 
determined his Majesty to employ his 
forces in aft expedition teP the Scheldt.— 
Although the principal ends of this expe¬ 
dition have not been attained, his Majesty 
confidently hopes that advantages, mate¬ 
rially afi'ecting the security of his Majes¬ 
ty’s dominions in. the further prosecution 
of the war, will be found to result Trom the 
demolition of the docks-and arsenals at 
Flushing. ‘ This important object his Ma¬ 
jesty was enabled to accomplish, in consc¬ 
ience of the reduction of the Island nx 
Walcheren, by thewalour of his fleets and 
®’™i 2 s.—His^ Majesty has given direc- 
tidhs tfiat siich documents and papers 
would be laid before you as be trusts will 


afford satisfactory information upon th 
subject of this expedition.—We have it in 
coromat^ to state to you, that his Majesty 
had uniformly notified to Sweden his Ma¬ 
jesty’s decided wish, that in determining 
upon the question of peace or war with 
France, and other Continental Powers, she 
should be guided by considerations result¬ 
ing from her own-situation aftd interests; 
while Kis Majesty therefore laments that 
Sweden should have found it aeceSsary to 
purchase peace by considerable sacrifices, 
his Majesty cannot complain that she has 
concludUsd it without his Majesty’s parti¬ 
cipation. It is his Majesty’s earnest wish 
that lift eveflt mats occui; to occasion the 
interruption of those relations of amity 
which it is the Xlesire of his Majesty and 
the interest of bdtli countries to preserve. 
—We have it further in command to com- 
njunicate to you, that the efforts of his 
Majesty for the protection o6 Portugal 
have been powerfully aided by the confi¬ 
dence which the Prince Regent has re¬ 
posed in his Majesty, and by the co-ope- 
ratjon of the Local Government, and of 
tlic people of that country. The expul¬ 
sion of the French from Portugal, by his 
Majesty’s forces under lieut.-gen. lord^ 
viscyunt Wellington, and the glorious vic¬ 
tory obtained by him at Talavera, contri- 
*buted to check the progress of the French 
arms in the Peninsula during the late cam¬ 
paign.—His Majesty directs us to state 
that the Spanish Government, in the 
name and by the authority of king Ferdi¬ 
nand the Seventh, has determined to as- 


iug force, which was daily becoming more *n;enible the general and extraordinary 

!JI— __1^1 #•*! I- ^_ 


Cortes of the nation : his Majesty trusts 
that this measure i^ill give fresh animation 
and vigour to the councils and the arms of 
Spain, and successfiilly direct the ener¬ 
gies and spirit of the Spanish people to, the 
maintenance of their legitimate monar¬ 
chy, and to the ultimate deliverance of 
tlieir country.—The most important con¬ 
siderations of policy ana of good faith re- , 
*quire tliat, as long as this great cause can 
be maintained with a prospect of success, 
it should be supported, accortling to the 
nature and circumstances of the contest, 
by the strenuous and continued assistance 
of the power and resources of his Majes¬ 
ty’s dominions; and his Majesty relies on 
the,aid of4iis Parliament in* his anxious 
endeavours* to frustrate the attempts of 
France against the happiness and freedom 
of those loyal and resolute iiationB.<—His 
Majesty commands us to acquaint you, 
that tlie intercourv between his Majesty’s 
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minister in America and tbe government < 
of the United States has been suddenly* 
and unexpectedly interrupted. His Ma¬ 
jesty sincerely regrets this event: * He has 
however received the strongest assurances 
from the American minister resident at this 
court, that th^ United States are desirous 
of maintaining ffiendiy relations between 
the two countries. This desire will be 
met by a corresponding dispositioif on the 
part of his JV^ajesty. | 

. ** Gentlemen of the House of Commons^ I 

* “ His Majest)’’ has directed us to in- j 
form yoQ that he has ordered the Estimates 
for the current year to be laid^bt for^ you; 
his Majesty hasdsrectedthem to be luriucd 
with all the attention to economy which 
the support of his Allies and the security 
his dominions will permit. And bis 
Majesty relies upon your zeal and loyalty 
to afford him such supplies as may bft n»- 
cessary fdr those essential objects.—He 
commands us to express how deeply he 
regrets the pressure upon his subjects, 
which the protracted continuabce of the 
war renders inevitable. 


'' My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

We are commanded by his Majesty 
lo express his hopes that you wilt resume 
the consideration of the state of the infe¬ 
rior Clergy, and adopt such further mea¬ 
sures upon this interesting subject as may 
appear to you to be proper.— W e havjs it 
further iiv command to state to you that 
the accounts.which will be laid before 
you of the trade and revenue <d' the coun-I 
try will be found highly iijitisfactory.— 
Whatever temporary and partial inconve¬ 
nience may have resulted from the mea¬ 
sures which were directed by France 
against those great soyrees of our prospe¬ 
rity and strength, those measures Jiave 
wholly failed of producing any perma¬ 
nent or general ellect.-^The inveterate i 
hostility of^ur enemy continues to be dt- ' 
^rected against this country with unabated 
* animosity and violence. To guard the se-* 
curity of his Majesty’s dominions, and to 
defeM the designs which are meditated 
against ns and our allies, will require the 
Utmost of vigilance, fortitude and 

pesxevefance. , 

" In levery difficulty and danger his Ma¬ 
jesty cmtfideoUy trusts that h« shall ,de- 
rive the most effectual support} under the 
continued blessing of Divine Providence, 
from the wisdom of .his parliament, the 
Talour of his forces, and the spirit and de- 
lavaaituktion of bh peoplp.' 


CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 

LBTTCB FROM LORD GRENVILLE TO THE 
EARL OF FINGAL. 

Camclford-House, Jan. 22, 1810. 

My Lord—-1 have the honour to ad¬ 
dress this Letter to your Lordshiji, in re¬ 
ply to that which I received from'you, 
respecting the Petition with which you 
are chargq^. This form of communica¬ 
tion 1 consider as most satisfactory to ‘ 
youi^Ljrdship. It is also best calculated 
to do justice to the sentiments of some of 
the most distinguished adVbcates of your 
cause, in concurrence with whom my de¬ 
cision has been taken.—I must in the first 
place assure your Lordship, that my opi¬ 
nion remains unchanged as to the ybjcct of 
your Petition. It w'ould, Lthink, be an 
act of undeniable wisdom and justice to 
communicate tb our fellow subjects, pro¬ 
fessing the Roman Catholic Religion, die 
full enjoyment of our Civil Constitution. 
Such a measure, accompanied by suitable 
arrangements, maturely prepared, and 
deliberately adopted, would, I am eonfi- 
dent, above all others, give strength and 
union to the Empire, and increased secu¬ 
rity to its religious and civil establish¬ 
ments. Your Lordship is well aware, that 
on this conviction only have I supported 
it. To those establishments 1 am unal¬ 
terably attached ; their inviolable main¬ 
tenance I have ever considered as essen¬ 
tial to all the dearest interests of my 
country. But they rest, 1 am certain, on 
'foundations much too firm ; they are far 
too deeply rooted in the affections of that 
community to which they dispense the 
blesffings of religion, order, and liberty, to 
require thejadventitiousand dangerous sup¬ 
port ofpartial restrictions, fruitful in discon¬ 
tent, but, for security wholly inefficient. 
—Wkh respect to the present application 
to Parliament, i knew not, ekeept from 
public report, that stfeh a measure was in 
contemplation; or that it was the wish of 
the petitioners to place their Petition in my 
hands.—I have twi(^ already, at the re¬ 
quest of the Catholics jbS Ireland, moved 
the Hotkse Lords to take this subjeet 
into consideration. • I did not, in either 
case, think fnyself responsible for-your 
determination as to the time of agitating 
the question: a determination which, in 
the firirt instance, I had not suggested, uid 
which in ^e lastl had in my place in Parlia¬ 
ment publicly dissuaded, decent evelUa 
had iohoth cases imposed upon me a pecn* 
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liar duty,not merely for my own honour, | 
but in justice also to your cause, to prove, | 
by my conduct, on the earliest occasion 
atiforded by yourselves, that no change of 
public situation,no prejudice, no calumny, 
no clamour, could, either vary or suppress 
my opinions on this great national ques¬ 
tion. This duty 1 willingly performed. 
Deeply impressed with the importance of 
the measures which I recommended, 1 
have spamd no sacrifice, omitted no ex- 
'ertion, by which 1 could contribute to 
their accomplishment. And if 1 c^uid 
now deceive myself with a hope, that a 
renewal of my freak efi'oets, in the present 
momuit, couldT expedite or facilitate 
their ultimate success, it would be my 
highest gratificatiotf once more to stand 
forward |s the chosen advocate of national 
conciliation.—Circumstanced as this ques¬ 
tion now is, both in England and in Ire¬ 
land, it is, on the contrary,'my deliberate 
opinion, that no«niotion grounded on your* 
Petition could, at this tiihe, in any hands, 
certainly not in mine, be brought forward, 
without great and permanent disadvantage 
to its object.—-This opinion is founded, 
not only on the present known dispositions 
of €iovernment and Parliament, hot also on 
the unexpected difficulties which have 
arisen in Ireland, on the impressions which 
they may create, and the embarrassments 
which mey unavoidably* produce.—It 
would be an invidious task for me to xfi- 
capitulate, in this place, the transactions 
of the last three years, or to discuss the 
temper and spirit, the language and thf 
conduct of his Majesty^s Ministers to¬ 
wards your body ; nor would it become 
me to censure, though I may be permitted 
to lament, thedecisions of the Legislatfire.* 
—To these two topics it is sufficient brief¬ 
ly to haye adverted. The obstacles which, 
in the present moment, tiu-y oppose to 
any favourable consideration of your 
Cmbc, and* the advantages which they 
afibrd to the misrepresentations of ynwr 
adversaries, are too obvious to require ex¬ 
planation.—Many circumstances compel 
me to speak to youi* Lordship more at 
large of the receqt proceedings in Ire¬ 
land ; with reference both to tiieif origin 
and to their consequences^. For tliis pur¬ 
pose 1-must beg leave to redkll to your 
Lordship’s recollection, the grounds on 
which the considerali^ of these Petitions* 
has usiformly been recommended to Par¬ 
liament* That which you have asked, 
•n<> which ha’s been supfiorted by the 
greatest Statesmen of our time, new no 
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more, is not in its nature a sin|^e or 
nnconnected measure. Its objects are> the 
peace and happiness of Ireland, and the 
union of the empire in affection, as well 
as in government. Vain indeed, wonld 
be the hope of accomplishing such pur¬ 
poses, solely by the rejpem of a few 
remaining disqualifications, which by a 
strange anomaly •are still left subsisting 
amidst Che ruins of a whole code of pro¬ 
scription. To impute to you this vi- 
sjnnary pretension, has been the artifice 
of your opponents. The views of your 
friends l^atii been more enlarged.i—With 
the just and salutary extension of civil 
rights ft) yoift body* must.be combined, if 
tranquillity and union be our object, other 
extensive and complicated arrangements. 
All due provision must be made for the 
inviolable maintenance of thereligiousand 
civil establishments of this United King¬ 
dom. Much must be done for niatual con¬ 
ciliation ; much for common safety; many 
contending interests must be reconciled, 
many jealousies allayed, many long clie- 
rislifd and mutually destructive prejudices 
eradicated.—Such, at least, have always 
been nfy own declared opinions. When this 
matter was last under the consideration of • 
Fhirliament, 1 had occasion to dwell, with 
particular earnestness, on this necessity; 

I invited the suggestions of others for pro¬ 
viding for it; and 1 enumerated several 
measures which eight j'ears before had 
been in the contemplation of Government, 
in conjunction with which I then cherished 
the vain hope of rendering this great ser¬ 
vice to nty country.-Among these mea¬ 
sures, I pointed out the proposal of vesting 
in the Crown an Effectual negative on 
■ the appointment of your Bishops. That 
suggestion had previously been brou^it 
forward in the House of Commofis, to meet 
the ju.st expectations, not of any bigotted 
or interested champions of intokrance, 
but of men of the pm^st inlenttons and 
most enlightened judgment. Men willing 
to do alfjustice to the loyalty of your pre¬ 
sent Bishops, yet not unreasonably alatmed 
at any possibility, by which functions of 
such extensive influence might ber.)after 
be connected with a foreign intereijt, hos¬ 
tile to the tranquillity of your country. A 
danger rec^tly very much inp’reascd by 
the captivity and deposition of the Head 
of your Church, by the seiaure of his do¬ 
minions, and by the declared intention of 
that hostile government to assume in fo» 
tura the exclusive nomination of his soe- 
cessors. • The suggestion thus opened to 
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Pwlitment, produced tlnsfe Imprenions 
highly &voarable to your cause { it was 
received as Uie sweat indication of those 
dispositiiwSi svitiioot which all concession 
must be nugatory, and all conciliation 
hopeless. To my mind it had been re¬ 
commended 4by long reflection. It had 
formed a part bf the original conception 
of those measures as consequent upon the 
Union. It was now again l)rou|;ht for¬ 
ward fCith the concurrence of the two in¬ 
dividuals, from whose opinions those gene¬ 
rally prevalent among your body might 
best be- inferred; of the agent of the ver^' 
persons to whose office it relaletf, and of 
your Lordship,^ to wljom, in addition to 
every other claim to respect and confi¬ 
dence, the exclusive chaise of the Petition 
liad recently been committed. What 1 
said on the subject, in the House of Ijords, 
was spoken in the hearing of both, ,and I 
received.from both, while the impression 
was yet recent on your minds, the most 
gratifying acknowledgments of your satis¬ 
faction in all that I had stated.—It was 
never, I believe, imagined by any of us, 
that what then passed could be binding on 
the opinions of the petitioners. The Ho¬ 
man Catholics of Ireland are not a coriio- 
rate body. They speak through no com¬ 
mon organ. Their various wishes and in¬ 
terests, like those of their fellow-subjects, 
can be collected only from general infor¬ 
mation; and any opinions, erroneously 
attributed to them, they, like all other 
persons, are* fully entitled to disclaim.— 

1 learnt, however, w'ith deep and heart¬ 
felt regret, the subsequent proceedingr 
which took place in Ireland, in conse¬ 
quence of this sugge^ion. To discuss the 
grounds of those proceedings would be 
foreign from my present purpose. Their 
e&ct obviously must be, not only to revive 
expiring prejudices, but to clog with fresh 
embarrassment every future consideration 
of any qf the measures connected with 
your Petitions. To myself unquestionably 
the difficulty of originating at *this time 
any fresh discussion of those measures, 
does, in such circumstances, appear al¬ 
most insuperable. Let me not, however, 
be midunaerstood. When I speak of the 
necesuty of combinyig, with the accom¬ 
plishment of your Wishes, provisions of 
just security to others, I am j)o less desir¬ 
ous of consulting every reasonable a\)pre- 
hension cm your part.—To the forms, in¬ 
deed, of these securities, or to the particu¬ 
lar details of the proposed arrangements, 
attach comparativ«dy*litUe importance. 


A per^nacipua adherence U> such details, 
in opposition even to groundless pve^dice, 
I consider as the reverse of legislative 
wisdom. 1 look only to their substantial 
purposes j' the safety of our own establish¬ 
ments, the* mutual, good will of all our 
fellow subjects, and the harmony of the 
United Kingdom.—That -adequate arrange¬ 
ments may be made for all these purposes, 
consistently with the strieiest adherence, 
on your pprt, to your own religious tenets, 
is the persuasion w-hich you have* long* 
been labouring to establish, and of which 
I have uniformly professed my own con¬ 
viction.—Were it otherwise, I should in¬ 
deed despair. Hut that these objects may 
be reconciled, in so fur at least as respects 
the appointmentof ydvr Bishops, is known 
with undeniable certainty. It is proved 
by the acquiescence of y^ur Church in 
similar arrangements under other Govern¬ 
ments, by the sentiments which many of 
yourselves still entertain as to the proposal 
suggested in l!f08, and, most of all, by 
the express consent formerly given to that 
proposal, in a declaration signed by the 
most considerable of your ow'n Bishops.— 

I see, therefore, in the present state of this 
subject, much unexpected embarrassment, 
and many difficulties, w-hich renewed dis¬ 
cussion, in the present moment, must, in¬ 
stead of smoothing, inevitably aggravate. 
There is, howpver, no ground for ultimate 
discouragement. The sentiment of reci¬ 
procal confidence, the spirit df mutual 
conciliation, would surmount fur greater 
I Hibstacles.—But nothing, permit me to re- 
I mark it, can in the mean time be more in- 
I jurious to your cause, than any attempt, 
i by partial and precipitate 'decisions, to 
I* prejudge its separate branches, or 1 q limit 
I .its unreserved discussion. No course can 
be more grateful to your opponeqts, none 
more embarrassing to your supporters.— 
To Parliament, when any more favourable 
conjecture for this discussion shall arise, 
every information may properly be sup¬ 
plied, every wish imparted, every appre¬ 
hension communicated. There only, by 
a systematic and comprehensive arrange¬ 
ment of this extensive^ subject, can all its 
difficulties be surmounted, all its relations 
finally adjusted- To be eflective and per¬ 
manent, such an arrangement most be 
mutually satisfactory. This is alike the 
interest of every qjjember of the British 
empire, but to none^more important than 
to the Catholics of Ireland. The stability 
of all your civil rights, both of those which 
you |Ire»dy enjoy, and of those to which 
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you seek to be admitted, essentially de* 
pends on the tranquillity and harmony of 
your country, on banishing from it every 
hostile influence, and coinpnsinff all its 
internal difierences. —» These ‘opinions I 
have expressed to your Lordship with the 
freedom of a tried and zealous advocate 
of your cause. On these grounds alone 
have I ever 'attempted to do justice to it. 
To Imvc argued it on any otjjer would 
Tiave been a dereliction of my own prin¬ 
ciples.—I need hardly add, (hat by the 
same principles iny present conduct iliust 
equally be directed.—Should the petition¬ 
ers continue to* entertain the desire con¬ 
veyed ill your Lordship’s letter, that 1 
should lay this Petifion upon the table of 
the .Houge of Lords, with that request 1 
caimot hesitate to comply. It would be 
highly improper to deny to such a body 
of men the opportunity of submitting, 
through my bands, if they should so desire, 
it, and at their own lim%, their wishes to 
the Legislature of their country. It would 
be still more inexcusable in a case, where 
all my opinions and all my wishes are 
favourable to the object of their applu-a- 
tion. On the measure itself, if any motion 
respecting it be originated by others, 1 
shall not fail to urge, with unabated ear¬ 
nestness, all the same sentiments which I 
have detailed in this lettei^ But I must 
with equal explicitness decline to be i^y- 
Bcir, at this time, and under so many cir¬ 
cumstances of such peculiar disadvantage 
to your cause, the mover cf any such pr^ 
position. 1 am satisfied, that, by this deci¬ 
sion, 1 shall best promote the ultimate suc¬ 
cess of that 'great work which I have long 
laboured to accomplish. My reasons for 
this persuasion 1 have, I trust, sufficiently 
explained. They may be erroneous, they 
are at least sincere.—To the principle of 
equal laws, to the object of national con¬ 
ciliation, 1 'am invariably •attached. By 
me, the}'shall never «be abandoned. But 
any personal exertions nhicb I can make, 
for purposes of such iiicatimablu benefit to 
my country, must evftr be regulated by 
that discretion, wjiich I am equally de¬ 
termined ill every situation to resefvc, un¬ 
fettered by previous •engagements, and 
the faithful exercise of which my public 
duty imperatively forbids me to relinquish. 
I have the honour to-be, with sincere re¬ 
spect and regard, my Lord, your Lord- 
■thi^’s most obedient humble servant, 

Grenville. 


. G. ViUicn’ Delinquency^ (IS®. 

the 

JHON. <5. VILLIERS’ DELINQUENCY. 

Sir j—This gentleman’s case is the 
most prominent instance «f 2)eliiiquency,' 
that has occurred within the century: and 
compared with it, ]x>rd Melville’s imputed 
misconduct sinks into a venial peccadillo. 
When the public are told tbaj up«to the 
year l804,*Mr. Villiers is indebted in the 
enormous sum of 284,000/. what opinion 
can the^ form of the administration, of 
their affairs? while the tax gatherers are en¬ 
forcing by distressing means the payment 
of taxes from the indigent mechanic and 
his starving offspring, what are they to 
feel, on hearing that there has been aW 
this time, so enormous a balance in the 
hand^ of an inferior paymaster. When 
laws were passed to regulate the.offices of 
the Paymaster of the Forces and the Trea¬ 
surer of the Navy, why was no attention 
shewn to thp Payma.ster of the Marines ? 
for it is now gravely advanced, though I 
presume, the defence is inadmissible, that 
no regulation having been made, Mr. Vil¬ 
liers had a power of using the balances in 
his hands, at his own discretion, and has* 
not been guilty of a delinquency, if he ba 
able hereafter to repay the deficit, and the 
public do not sustain a loss. It will be 
very easy to shew the fallacy of this rea¬ 
soning, but at present I shall only say that 
Lord Melville did not owe one farthing to 
the public, (vhen the House of Commons 
'Ordered him y> be impeached. But pro¬ 
ceed to farther views of this case, and I 
again ask, why an Act has not been passed 
‘ to regulate this office? Mr. Geo. Villiers 
is known to be a gi'ent favourite of the 
king’s, and from his agricultural pursuits to 
have been in the habits of familiar inti¬ 
macy with his majesty; and the inference 
drawn from this circumstance js the most 
unfavourable to llie chfl-acter of the king; 
tts I ant convinced that it is at the same 
time unfounded, fur his majesty has never 
been knowm to protect delinquents; or to 
encourage misconduct in his favourite ser¬ 
vants, however the mean subserviaicy and 
interested ambitionjof ministers nifty have 
led them, as in the present instance, to 
wink at ihft misconduct of sftch as were 
supposed to enjoy an uncommon share 
of royal favour, and to omit applying 
corrective regulation^, fur fear of giv¬ 
ing them oftence. These are inconve¬ 
niences. that naliirally result from, every 
degree of favouritism, the. .patural.. ten- 
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dcncy of which is, to confer offices of trust, public with tlicir ow'n money. I am 
on unworthy objects, and to protect their aware tliat Mr. Villicrs will have many 
abuse in tlie execution of thenf. But 1 supporters on this occasion, ana that 
return to the question of Mr. Villiers’ delin- there are maiijr who will think the loss of 
qoeney y md tm this, 1 have no hesita- office a sufficient .punishment. But, 1 
ttottMfVWlQimoe him guilty, though certainly difier from them, for though Mr. 
wiier vtsf diActly prohibitory act of Villiers should be stripped of all his va> 
puftihiwimt. and simp^ on this ground, rious sinecures at Gibraltar, and in the 
that evwy man entrusted with the public West Lidies, as well as of his place of _Pay- 
RKmeyt ought to keep it at all times ready master of the Marines, as I take it tot 
to be ap^ed to the public service, and granted that he will be, still this would be 
* should not use unfair means to possess only the conse(]uencc of incapacity. But 
himself.^ it, and that Mr. VHHers has mis- if h^ has been guilty of delinquency and 
applied the money, entrusted ioliimasa fraud, the transgression rtsquires a penal 
public officer, by diverting i* to his own prosecution, and that he “be brought as a 
private purposes, and wr his private emo- delinquent to the bar, to take his trial be- 
lument, so as at this moment to have a fore a jury of his *countrymen. If it 
balance against him of 280,000/. which he should be ailedged that Mr. Viziers re- 
cannot pay or refund, when called on so posed his confidence in a deputy or clferk 
to do. Here there is a notorious /lelin- of the name of Waters, that the returns 
queiicy, founded in a breach of trust and were signed by him, and the money ap- 
aere/iction of duty, and attended with a .^dietl hy him, and therefore that Mr. Wa- 
great loss and inconvenience to the public, j ters is alone refpons/ble for the conse- 
and this when on the ndnyission, that I quences; such a train of reasoning is 
there is no prohibitive statute against the I utterly inapplicable, and could not in any 
practice. But I understand, that tliere degree be f)ieaded in the present case in 
was a regulation of office, whitli will favour of Mr. Villiers, tor in the first 
greatly aggravate the delinquency, and place, no man will venture to deny that 
stamp Mr. Villiers with the infamy of a Mr. Villicrs is accountable for the public 
false return, twelve times in the year, for 1 money misapplied by Mr. Waters; even 
believe the rule of office to be, that he, sis on the su|)]>ositioTi that such misappiica- 
Paymaster of Marines, was to draw their lion had been made by him, without Mr. 
pay monthly from the Navy Office, ,and Villicrs knowing it, or deriving any ad- 
that on e«ch application he was to stafe the vant.age from the misapplication; but we 
balance in his hands, which, if exceeding have heard of instances when Mr. Villiers 
4 or 5,000/. w-as made applicable to the ser- ftas brought forward as the principal by 
vice of the ensuing montb^. Could Mri* Mr. Waters in the purchase of some 
Villiers be ignorant of the state of the ba- mills, where the seller refused Mr. Wa- 
lance of his cash accoiftit? impossible; and ters’s security ! and we belieVe it will be 
if he has every month signed a false rc- no difficult matter to identify Mr. Villien 
tom, he has been gu^ty of a direct fraud, and Mr. in all ^he purchases, en- 

totallydistinctfromtbc case of delinquency gagements, contracts, ■ trade and traffic, 
as stated above, and superadded to it. carried on in tbc naipe of the latter. And 
Such, I say, mast be our decided views this too by proof positive and direct, with- 
ofthis casf, and I request the opinion of out adopting w precedent rdpugnant to 
your legal friendfe, in what manner the the mild and iibcraVprinciples oftbe pe- 
Attomey General is bound by bis duty nal code of the British constitution, and 
to prosecute the dein!(|ucnt, fi r 1 conceive which savours too strongly of Inquisitorial 
that there can be no security lor the pub- malignity', the arnfing the deputy by a 
lie, if delinquents of the above descrip- Bill of Indemnity to charge his principal 
tion arfe suffered to escape with impunity, with offences in which they have been 
for thaf would be ho1<{ing out a precedent joint actors. Rut to return to the subject, 
to encourage the abuse i.f office, and na- Mr. Villierf by suticring the misapplica- 
turally lead to the belief, th-<^-if a man in tion, whether he knew it or not, is guilty 
office committed a petty offence, he* ran of the delinquency^ for he might have 
the risk of being cash it red and stigma- known it, and he ought to have known it; 
tized; but if he rose io the daring mag- and in sharing the profits of the misappli- 
nitade of guilt, and propped himself up cation with bis clerk or deputy^ be mn- 
with the spoils of tliq public, be might stituted himself a partner in all histrans- 
khcB be safe and be prepred to fight the actions,’ and is chargeable with every 
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species of fraud practised by Mr., Waters. 
lJut let us take another view; Who is 
this Mr. Waters, who enjoyed Mr. Vil- 
liers’s confidence to such a degree as to 
possess bimself of 2S0,()()0/. of the public 
money in Mr. VilUers's office ? Will it be 
believed that Mr. Waters entered that 
office as a low clerk without any property, 
and was raised by Mr. Villiers to be bis 
agent with fulf confidence in'his honesty 
.and intelligence, and with something less 
than no character ? if it be true, as I have 
heard, that Captain Bill of the Royal Ifevy 
had apprized ^^r. Villiers of Mr. Waters's 
conduct, when be acted as his clerk, which 
was calculAtcd to have put Mr. Villiers 
on his guard. But«is it possible that a 
clerk with the best cliaracier, could have 
diverted *10 his own use 280,000/. of the 
money for winch Mr. Villiers was an¬ 
swerable, without his knowledge ? If Mr. 
Villiers will defend himself hy saying 
that such a thing is possible, he would 
declare himself not only unfit for any of¬ 
fice that required common sense, but he 
muslappeara cTrivelierand an idiot; and 
this certainly is not Mr. George Villiers’s 
character. But is it not astonishing, that 
with the example of Lord Melville and 
Mr. Steele before his eyes, Mr. Villiers, 
kiiowijig himself to be a public account¬ 
ant, should not have thought of getting in 
his money, and being prepared for an 
enquiry. • These examples could not haVc 
failed to have given him a seasonable 
warning, and I can only impute bis being* 
now unprepared to meet the enquiry, by 
supposing what is known to be the fact, 
that he engaged in so many speculations, 
and embarked tfie balances in so many, 
diflerent objects, that it became impossi¬ 
ble for him to draw them in, anti that the 
consequent loss to the public will be 
something prodigious.—But what does 
Mr. Villiers say, now that .the money is 
called for? Mr. Villi^ssays, he has the 
utmost confidence in Mr. Waters, so far 
W'e believe him; that he considers Mr. 
Waters as an honest and trust-worthy man, 
and that he makes no doubt that every 
thing will appear‘very fair, when Mr. 
Waters returns from l^rtygal, and pro¬ 
duces the books wliich are in* his posses¬ 
sion. But in the mean tiifie, this honest 
man has disappeared, ^nd carried the of¬ 
fice books with him and this to«», we are 
to suppose, without Mr. George Villiers's 
knowledge. Now, fortunatmy for the 
cause of truth, there are always ciijcum- 
[ staaocB that overset the best loi nted at¬ 


tempt to conceal it, and here again we 
nave proof direct that this could not have 
possiblybeen, without, Mr. George Vil- 
liers’s knowledge; forMr. Wat^s left 
the Marine Pay Office about a year ago, 
but he was not dismissed; %ad last sum* 
mer risiled Kertb America, as was whi»< 
ered at the timei, |o avoid being examined 
y the*Commi9!Uoners of Accounts, and 
returned to England in th^ autumn. 
What boolK could Mr. Waters have kept 
irfler he left the office ? Certainly not the 
office books, tile business could not have 
been cafried on without them ; the books, 
'then, Uiat Mr. George Villiers now says 
, are in Mr. Waters’s posse*ssion, can be no 
other than the cash accounts, with that of 
the partnership concerns of Villiers and* 
Waters; and without these books, Mr. 
George Villiers certainly cannot pretend to 
6<iy \^at balance will be found op his pri¬ 
vate transactions applicable to the deficit 
of his public accounts. But this should 
not prevent the Commissioners from pro¬ 
ceeding witfi his public accounts, which 
shodld be made up with all possible dis¬ 
patch, 4hat the sum of the deficit may bo 
ascertained, for if the deficit on the last 
six years be in proportion to that of the 
preceding, 1 may venture to say, that 
Uic deficit, with legal interest on it, will 
far exceed half a million. The extent of 
Mr. Waters’s dealings as a general mer- 
chanf and discounter arc well ki^pwii, but 
it may not be equally known, that ha 
had a contract from the Ordnance Office,. 
«fi>r iron tools, ^c. a transaction which ap¬ 
pears extremely suspicious on both sides, 
for it presents us with the view of one 
' office contracting with another, and al¬ 
lowing a profit on the application of the 
money of the public. I forbeafcto pursue 
this more than suspicious connectfon 
through the various shades of dereliction 
of duty, if not of participatioi^ in fraud, 
which will present themfclves to those the 
least cotivcrsant with juiblic business. 
But I cannot so lightly pass over the con¬ 
duct of the Navy Boartl, who issueiT the 
money to Mr. Geo. Villiers, and to whom 
he has been all along accountable for the 
application of it; for between the obe and 
tlip other, a high degree of criminality 
rests. lflhn,Navy Board had*'lone their 
duty* this deficit could not have been ; it 
will lie impossible for them to exculpate 
themselves, by charging Mr. (ieo. Villiers 
with false returns. It was their business 
to have exaaiinetf those returns, when tha 
fraud would have ^en easily detectod; 
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and in not doing so, they have forfeited^ 
all claims to confidence, tqey have shewn* 
themselves incompetent to the duties of 
their office, if they have not connived at 
Mr. Geo. Villiers’ guilt; and they ought, 
as well as ^r. Geo. Villiers, to be not 
only dismissed dVoin office, but declared 
incapableof serving his majesty in any ca¬ 
pacity, civil or military. For if they 
should'be §nly dismissed from one office, 
to be appointed to another,, ministers 
would then become implicated in the ge¬ 
neral criminality; for such appointment, so 
far from punishing delinquency, as'ihe pub¬ 
lic interest demands, would ,in reajity be 
rewarding it.—rhavehfeard Mr. Fordyce’s 
case brought as a precedent of a public 
Vlefaulter being appointed to an important 
official situation. This is a strong proof of 
the danger of precedent. But without 
justifying Mr. Fordyce’s appointment; 
his case was, in every material point, <lif- 
ferent from that of Mr. Villiers. Mr. 
Fordyce’s deficit was about 100,000/. 
Mr. Geo. Villiers up to 1804 is 280,000/., 
this refers only to the public. Mr. 
Fordyce’s arose from the failure tof ilic 
Banks, in which he had deposited the 
‘ public money. Here there was misfor¬ 
tune, but no delinquency. Mr. Geo. 
Villiers’s deficit arises from trading with 
the public money, and a system of false 
returns. Mr. Fordyce’s deficit was set¬ 
tled, an^ sufficient security given fof the 
repayment. , Mr. Geo. Villiers’s deficit is 
not ascertained, nor his account settled. 
The cases are therefore totally differeivt^ 
and the precedent can, in no way, apply. 
-^Indeed the conduct, of government to¬ 
wards Lord Melville may satisfy the pub¬ 
lic on this point, that no attempt will be 
made to ju-otect Mr.* Geo. Villiers against 
the justice of the country, or to screen liis 
delinquency. They neither can nor dare 
do it; for, as I said in the beginning, Mr. 
Geo. Villiers infinitely exceeds any delin¬ 
quency ever imputed to Lord Melvilly. 
1 say 'imputed, for, at tiie time that Lord 
Melville was impeached, he was iiui a de¬ 
faulter, he did not owe the public a shil- 
ling.-^Mr. Steele’s case agrees more di¬ 
rectly;* with that of Mr. Geo. Villiers, for 
be was a defaulter alid a delinquent, as 
Mr. Geo. Villiers is, at this moment; and 
where the default has arisen **from an act 
or acts of delinquency, I believe it will be 
universally admitted, that repaying the 
money is not a sufficient satisfaction to 
public justice: and th&t punishment is 
doe to the delinquenq^, to act as a saluta¬ 


ry example, to deter public officers from 
the commission of similar ofi'ences; for 
if there be no punishment for malversa¬ 
tion and delinquency ; the temptation 
of private interest will continue'to ope¬ 
rate, as we see it lia^done, and lead public 
officers to apply the monies in their hands 
to objects of speculation and profit, if 
tliere be no check but the ^dread of losing 
the office in which the m*alversation has 
occurred .-i-If the restitution of a theft or a 
robbery, is not admitted, in law, as a dis¬ 
charge from the criminal prosecution; 
ought not the same principje to be applied 
to state delinquents ? wh<vhave no excuse 
from necessity, and whose oflehcesare in¬ 
finitely more dangei^us to the commu¬ 
nity, from the infection of example, and 
the magnitude of the crime. 

Yours, &c. * A. B. 


» CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 

* 

Sir;—^Dr. Milner’s Letter, published in 
the last number of your Register, contains 
a statement of some very important facts 
respecting the condition of the Irish anil 
English Soldiers and .Sailors in his ma¬ 
jesty’s service: the following circum¬ 
stance, copieil almost literally, from Mr. 
Parnell’s “ Historical Account of th;;Laws 
against the Irish Catholics” is'not less cu¬ 
rious or inle/'e.sting.—By certain Acts of 
thb Irish Parliament, Roman Catholics 
were allowed to serve in Ireiand as pri¬ 
vates: And the act passed fur the relief 
of the Irish Catholics in I7D3 made it 
lawful for them to hold in Ireland, any 
military office or eniploynieut below a 
.ceittain rank.—In a communication which 
they had with gurcnmicnt, they observ¬ 
ed, that the act would not enable them to 
hold, or continue to hold, any such office 
or employment out of Ireland : and that 
as both officerg and privates w ere in con¬ 
stant motion from,one part of his ma¬ 
jesty’s dominions to another, it was ne¬ 
cessary, to give the Bill any useful effect, 
that the English aq^ of 1st Geo. 1st, which 
prohibits Catholics from filling any mili¬ 
tary situation, should be repealed. In 
answer to this,application, the Catholics 
were informed by lord Hobart, that such 
a measure woiffd be immediately adopted; 
,aiid a letter of his majesty’s Secretary of 
State, containing a 'promise to this effect 
by the English government, was produced 
to them. Upon the debate in*t.lie i^use 
of Lords oil this act. Lord Farnhaiik 
proposed an amendment to the clause re- 
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lating to military officers, by rendering 
its operation conditional, until Rngland * 
shouifi pass a similar law*. The Chan¬ 
cellor, Lord Clare, opposed it: “ for,” 
said he, “ it could not be supposed that 
“ hismajesty would appoint a man to Sti<-h 
" a post, until the laws of the empire 
« should fully qualify him to act in every 
" part of itAnd he said “ it was more 
•• than probahle a similar law to this 
•* vi^puld be adopted in Englarsl bclurc the 
" lapse of two months, and that, on this 
" ground, the amendment would be Hiliolly 
“ unnecessary.”—Now, Sir, incredible as 
it may appear. Lord Ilowick’s bill,—that 
bill, that *vcry bill, which produced the 
horrid yell of " Np Popery,” and blessed 
the kiiigdom with the No Popery and 
Walchevren Administration, was no more 
than a perfoiTnance to the Roman Catho¬ 
lics of the promise made, to them four¬ 
teen years before, by Lord Hobart, and 
Lord Clare ; ahd, on tl^e faith of which*, 
thousands had enlisted as privates, and 
several accented offices, which in the 
hour of danger, they were courted to 
accept. Yours, Spartacos. 


CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 

Sir ;—^You have shown the futility of 
the dojection taken to the passing of a law 
for the emancipation or relief of the Irish 
Catholics, as founded in the terms of*his 
majesty’s coronation oath. You have 
given instances of acts done by his IMj- 
jesty, which, if there were a colour for the, 
objection, would be equally a violation of 
this oath. .Allow me, if enough has not 
been said already*, to state a ca ie Avhif h I. 
conceive to be precisely in point. His 
majesty, at his accession, took an oath (as 
all our sovereigns, since the Union in 1707, 
are by law obliged) inviolably to main¬ 
tain Presbyterian church government in 
Scotland, with its worship, rights, and 
privileges, as established by law at the 
time of the Union. By that law Presby¬ 
tery was established, and prelacy and nil 
superiority of any oflScer in the church 
above presbyters were abolished^ i\uJ 
yet his present majesty, in the year 1702, 
gave his royal assent to an Ai^t “ granting 
Relief to Pastors, Ministers, and Lay 
” Persons of the Episcopal Communion ii\ 
Scotland,” removing sundry disabilities, 
*ud in efiect recognizing an episcopal 
•stajrlisbii^eiit in that kingdom. Imroedi- 
ately, on the passing of that act, the Scotch 
hierarchy again appeared with .ali the 
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ecl&ttbat a church stripped of its tempora¬ 
lities can do. The bislu.ps <»! Scotland, as 
a lega4 body, have been allowed to ap- 
prom h the throne with their addresses, 
and, 1 dare say, though 1 do not know the 
fact, did not'fail to show their loyalty on 
occasion of the late joy hil Jubilee.—Now', 
bir, 1 certainly ^o not mean to insinuate 
that there was any thing wrong in this act, 
or any viulatioii of hi.s majesty's oath, but, 
I say, that k is beyond my power to see a 
• distinction between granting relici) by..acf 
of parliament, to Scots Episcopa^liiins and 
to Irish Roman Catholics. Scotus. 


ON BANKING. 

• 

Sir;—At the time I first addressed yrfU 
upon this subject, the Edinburgh Review 
upon Mr. Smith’s late publication upon 
non’ey, had not fallen under, my obser*' 
vation. At the close of their remarks 
upon that w'ork, is prefixed a statement 
of the causes of the embarrassment of the 
Bank of England, as developed by the 
examination before the House of Lords, 
whenwtliat institution suspended its pay¬ 
ments. Without question, as appears by 
the statement, that want was brought 
about by the heavy loans made to go- 
,vcrnment; and it is equally evident that 
had those loans been returned to the 
Bank, the Bank would have resumed its 
sprfeie payments, and, perhaps by judi¬ 
cious management, w'oulcl tq this day have 
continued them. I say by judicious lua- 
pagement; for even had the loans been 
returned by government, if the Bank is¬ 
sued small notes the extent now done, 
it is very probable specie would so totally 
have been banished, that the least over¬ 
flowing of the circulation it j^ould have 
been difficult to have redeemed. Nothing 
however, is more (o he lamented than the 
iniliscrction of Mr. Pitt inihistyinsaction ; 
Could the great Dr. Adam Smith, who 
Jias so iumiiioudy treated upon this sub 
jeet, have been made conscious of this 
stcf), he v." dd have risen from the tiead. 
It is singular that of all those authors 
who have prufessc-d to instruct ns upon 
this subject, none except Dr. Sfllitii has 
written consistentfy and intelligibly; 
some too have been pract'cifl men, and 
had«the theory of Dr. Smith before their 
eyes. But the Edinburgh licviewcre 
seem to promise os better things ; it cet- 
tainlv is in their power to enlighten the 
publTc ; let us Ifope that we may not be 
disappointed. Buf,J hare been induced 
E 
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to add to my first observations, with the 
view to enter ray protest against the new 
emission of dollars, which, we are told by 
some of the news-papers, governracnt 
have resolved to coin and put into circu¬ 
lation, to the amount as stated of eight 
hundred thousand' pounds. The effects 
of such a measure may bo predicted with 
perfect confidence, to prove of no kind of 
relief, or* additional security to the |»re- 
aent circulating medium. The <circulal- 
fng •medium is altogether full of specie 
under one pound notes; and any addi> 
< tional sum therefore poured into'it, wdl 
cause as much to be drawn from it. <'['he 
complaints of the scarcity of specie, to 
make exchanges with, under (>ne pound, 
af« not true. And most assuredly all 
that is added to it will be takeh from it, 
either in the small gold pieces, or in the 
same doilai's that are issued; but ihost^ 
probably the same dollars will be with¬ 
drawn, because as is stated, they arc to 
be made of more real value than usual. 
The only way the eight hundred thousand 
pounds can find employ in the circulating, 
is by proscribing the circulation ot one 
pound notes, and if all those were pro¬ 
scribed (and it would be useless to pro¬ 
scribe less than the whole) this eight 
hundred thousand pounds would consti¬ 
tute a very small part indeed of what 
specie would be required to substitute 
for them but small as it may bC*,' it 
would be better to reserve this sum, to 
come, some day or other (for the day 
will come) in aid of sucl^ a measure,, 
than to have it issued with the certain 
prospect of its going out of the country.— 
Your correspondent, H., is pleased to at¬ 
tribute to an inconsistency, my admit¬ 
ting^ at oi\6 time the'great advantage of 
aubs'tituting paper for specie ; and after- 
W'ards in urging that it would be prefera¬ 
ble to bave^no substitute. It still appears 
_ to rue, however, tftat I was very explicit 
"■ upon that point. I stated that tlicrc had, 
been a very great addition to the active 
capiurl of the country ; but that this was 
counterbalanced by the consequent loss of 
security^ net to the paper money only, 
but to,the whole personal property of the 
couiitry : in time of war, and especially 
such a vindictive war as we gre now en¬ 
gaged in, this insecurity may be fatal to 
Uie independence of the country. Specie 
in banished, and it is infinitely more easy 
to banish it, than to recall it. To recall 
any Iron the continent‘now, would be 
next to an impossibilify- It injudici¬ 


ous to maintain the present paper circula¬ 
tion, because individuals in this country 
hare more capital than they can, these 
difficult times, advantageously employ; 
and, consequently, perfect security can 
be given to the circAlating medium (al¬ 
ways desirable in time of war), without 
the judicious application of the active ca¬ 
pital of the country being much weakened. 
Your correspondent, II., entertains the 
common error, that paper does not neoes- 
‘ sarily banish specie from circulation. 
But, paper acts as a substitute, how is 
the principal to continue ?, And, if the 
principal continues in ciroolatioti, what 
is gained by the substitute ? Bdt, of the 
truth that paper money <loes banish specie, 
there can be no doubt with those, who 
observe the present and palpable^ effects 
of it. And bad as the cuVrtney is, it 
might get convderably worse, were the 
Banks to issue notes under the pound. 
Were they to issuQ^ notes do\s n to a penny 
value, in a short time there would be no 
copper pennies to be seen;.such would 
be the certain effect of issuing small notes 
to banish specie. There would then be a 
total absence of sccuiity for bank notes. 
Bank paper, wht*u specie cannot be 
realized for it, is altogether of imaginary 
value ; but where it is so governed, as^that 
a considerable part of the currency must 
necessarily consist of gold and silver, then 
theViominal price of bank notes.can be 
easily maintained. And hud this country 
never resorted to bank notes at all, most 
•indubitably where bank notes now circu¬ 
late, guineas would have existed to the 
same amount, except so far as the bank 
notes have depreciated. * That the cir¬ 
culating medium has depreciated, every 
practical iderchant, who observes the ex¬ 
changes, must certainly know'. The re¬ 
lative price of bullion to the currency 
establishes the |'act beyond question. The 
pound sterling, in Paris, sells tor little 
more than nineteen iivrcs; which is more 
than 25 per cent, under par. At Ham¬ 
burgh it is as bad^ Through the whole 
season at St. Petersburg a cargo of hemp 
has cost nominally 25’per cent, more for 
bills ill England, than for bills on Ham¬ 
burgh. Now all th'is effect would be im¬ 
possible on any other hypothesis, than the 
depreciation of the currency; for, sup¬ 
pose the currency be gold and silver,' 
the difference between the bills could only 
be the expence of transporting jlo Iljm- 
burgh^the bullion, which could easily be 
01 ^lit w .thout loss ill this country with 
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the gold and silver currency.—To keep 
specie in a country where the currency is 
filldU with paper is almost impossible ; it 
can be done only by hoardin-r it up ; and 
no man of sense wjll keep* unproductive 
property by liim unemployed if he can 
well avoid It; and in the precious metals 
it is always easy to avoid it. Into circu¬ 
lation it certainly will not go. Money 
produces no revenue of itself; and since 
ithannot be employed in the home circu¬ 
lation, it is sent abroad ; nothing is more* 
natural, nor more certain. The*speeie 
that conies into this country, as regularly, 
therefore, gdfcs out of it. Specie finds 
here a mere channel to convey it to the 
continent. It c*n only be stopped by 
drawing in the bank notes, beginning first 
with tlie sn^ll ones. In the present stale 
of our currency, specie is not an instru¬ 
ment to make exchanges with, but is an 
artichi of mci;chandize. It njipcars to qje, 
this distinrtion not being observctl, is in 
some mensnre the cause of the misconcep¬ 
tion and confusion of ideas whit'h prevail 
u|)oii this subject. Guineas, no doubt, 
wtudd not leave this country so rapidly, if 
our manufactures could be returned to the 
continent to answer for our present im¬ 
ports ; the new restrictions lately imposed 
wii' increase the demand for guineas. The* 
currency of P'rance was |pccddy restored 
to a specie medium after its assignat^s had 
fallen to nothing, by maintaining a great 
trade with neutrals, and by enjoying, as 
it has done, the revenues of Old ami Itew 
Spain. This country, happily by its pre¬ 
sent relations with New Spain, has it in its 
power to testrii e the currency to a proper 
stale ; an opportunity which ought* to be 
improved, and to me thcre^ is no other 
conceivable mode of doing it, than the 
one suggested in my first comniun’calion.— 
In proportion as our trade declines abroad 
will be the accelerated depreciation of the 
present currency ; /or the use of all cur¬ 
rency is to circulate goods, either in greater*] 
or less quantities; and, if trade declines, 
the circulation of goods declines with it; 
and, consequently, a smaller portion of 
money will be necessary to •circulate 
them; this "throws, of course, more paper 
out of use ; and thus will be depreciation 
hastened. This then, among many others, 
is one of the evds of paper money pecultar 
*nd incident to U ni time of war. The 
difficulty of restoring specie to the cur- 
w,ncy,«would certainly not be surmounted 
in a very short time; it would Up quick- 
•aed or retarded as our commerce abroad 


was prosperous or adverse.—^As to our na¬ 
tional debt, if the (•overiiment would sus¬ 
pend itlic operation of the sinking fund l« 
redeem any of it, until the stock declined 
in price to one half of its present value, or 
even one third, in a shorC time the debt; 
borne down by its owif weight, would fall/ 
and then the application of the revenues 
of th% sinking fund would be twice as ef>. 
licicnt as at present; and the {itiblie bur¬ 
thens iif a like degree be lessened. The 
morality of such a step I am not contftder- 
ing. It is singularly remarkable, that the 
sinking fund, really intended to lessen and 
discharge*the national debt, is the cause/ 
by preventing its depreciation, of main¬ 
taining and perpetuating it.-—The great 
evil to he apprehemled from the deprfti- 
ation of our currency to nothing is, that it 
wojild leave us in a palsied state; the 
consequences of which, in peaceable times, 
might be of no very great moment be¬ 
sides the total toss oi^ so much money; 
but, nnt!(;r the present state of our country 
and of the world, may be of incalculable 
injury. In this view I do sincerely iamqnt 
the •present state of it; 1 do think our 
neighbours, willi much less wealth and 
commercial advantages, have manifested 
niULh more wisdom. Suppose the colo¬ 
nies of the now world were shut out from 
us, how could this country restore the 
currency lo specie ? To regain it from 
t^ih coiiiincnt is certainly now.impossible, 
Jan. 2nd, ItilO. An.(Uconomi5T. 


SPEtiCH OF MR. DEANE, 

AT Tlir. L.'VTE lirUKSHlUE-MF.ETlNO, liPON 

THE SUBJECT OF A£»^JESSED TAXES. 

• 

Mr. Devne, of Waltham, iwsc and.said; 
1 cannot pass this opportunity, without ris¬ 
ing to express my thanks, to those Gen¬ 
tlemen, who have sigr-.-d th« Requisition 
for calling a County "l.'Cting on this day. 
by vvTiich 1 claim a right of coming lor- 
ward, us a IVeeholder of the County of 
Berks, and slating what I consider to be a 
great public grievance.—I have heard, 
some reflections cast on the Gentlemen, 
who signed the Re.quisitinn, charging them 
with private and sinister motiv< s for so do- 
in^.— Ili-kve the honour ol* being perso¬ 
nally acquainted with one oP two ; I 
know them dl by rej-ort, and I believe 
them to be men possessing high honour and 
strict integritj^ .some of them holding fine 
and valuable estates in this county ; and I 
would ask you. or I would ask any man 
U U " . 
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in this assembly, what motive could in¬ 
duce such men, to call such a meeting, 
but an anxious desire to do good to the 
country in which they live.—As I have 
ventured to come fortvard on this occasion, 
I fear 1 shall bate some severe reflections 
east on me; I expect to be charged by 
some with dislovalty, by others with disaf¬ 
fection,—but 1 Wg leave to state I btfd for 
many years of my life, by living under 
the immediate eye of his Majesty^ an op¬ 
portunity of evincing his personal justice 
and private virtues, for which J iiighly 
honour and revere him, and as to disaffec¬ 
tion, 1 defy any man, who ev»r lived in 
the united kingdom of threat Britain, to 
have a higher esteem or veneration for his 
country than I possess.--.Having tiius pub¬ 
licly declared my sentiments, L shall pro¬ 
ceed to comment freely on an Act of I^ar- 
liament, which I consider of a most unjust' 
and oppressive nature, and v^hich I trust 
will not be thought irrelevant to the pre¬ 
sent subject of debate.— It is an , act. Sir, 
which presses very heavily on all classes 
of his Majesty's subjects, it is felt severely 
by the O'oDtlemaii, the Tradesman, the 
Mechanic, and the I,abourer, and 1 am sure 
you will agree with me when 1 state it to 
he an Act of the 48lh year of the reign of 
his present Majesty, called the Assesseal 
Tax Act—or in plain words it is the Act 
which contains the long and alarming list 
of our presf^nt Taxes.—I have read sohie 
of the laws of my country with admiration, 
and listened to others with infinite delight; 
—but when I contemplate th(P contents of 
this act, I am struck with horror and dis¬ 
may, for it appears to'me to have been 
framed in the spii it of injustice, and everv' 
clause of it is-fraught wjih severity and op¬ 
pression.—Put before 1 proceed to com¬ 
ment on the more objectionable clauses of 
this Act, 1 beg most distinctly to be un¬ 
derstood, it is not my intention on this oc- . 
^asion to complain of one single Tax therein 
containedfor in this alarming stalii of the i 
world I am well aware of the high and im- 
portanC necessity there is for all of us—to 
subject ourselves to great and serious pri¬ 
vations, but although I do not mean to 
find faulf with the Taxes themselves, I do 
most bitterly mean to complain of the un¬ 
just and iniquitous mode of cn%cing their 
payment) by which their burthen, dread¬ 
ful and -heavy as it is—is rendered doubly 
galllilg aiid oppressive.—In looking atten¬ 
tively into this Act, I perceive gentlemen 
named as the Commissioners to carry it 
into executioa.; but.^ow irksome is 


their situation?—they are reduced to this 
unpleasant situation, they are brought to 
this unhappy alternative, they must either 
oflend their friends and neighbours', or 
they must incur the censure and animad¬ 
version of the Government, by which they 
are appointedbut the gret^- foundation 
of my objections is intended to be directed 
against people, who are called Inspectors 
and Surveyors. They are a set of men. 
Sir, furnished under this act w'ith inordi- 
'nate power, and armed with an authority 
so grdht, that no man, however high his 
character, or however elevated and dig¬ 
nified his situation, ought hi a free and 
independent country to possess.—They 
claim a power, and they appear to me to 
have it, under this most unjust Act—of 
criminating a man upon his own evidence. 
—This, Sir, is cruel, it is contrary to rea¬ 
son—it is contrary to justice—and I hope 
sqpn to have it in iny power to say, it u 
contrary to law.—^Indeed I believe it is 
now contrary to the established statutes 
of the kingdom, for it is there declared, 
that a man charged with the foulest of 
crimes, arraigned at the bar for murder, 
or high treason,—is not to be criminated 
on his own evidence. You mnst first ab¬ 
solutely and positively prove the facts, or 
you dare not inflict the punishment which 
the law directs.—So that under the ope¬ 
ration of this most injurious Act, an ho¬ 
nest haan stands not an equal chance with 
a villain.—These men visit us once a year, 
likj birds of passage, but they unfortu¬ 
nately partake not of the innocence of their 
natures; but cormorant like, they swal¬ 
low and devour all they can find, and if 
an henest man falls in their way perfectly 
innocent, and naturally unwilling to de¬ 
fraud the revenue of a sixpence; if they 
find he has committed any little error in 
the return of his complicated tax papers, 
they consider f^ii^ game, and they 
pounce upon him %s a vulture would 
pounce upon his prey.—Let me suppose 
the case of an honest, innocent, but unin¬ 
formed -man, inakinc«his appeal before the 
Commissioners of Eis District, for a sur¬ 
charge to the amount of*20/. what chance 
does he stand ?-—wh^n lie comes there, be 
is confronted • by one of these gentlemen 
IntbrmerB, just arrived reeking from So- 
raorset-house, armed at all points like a 
porcupine, with his Aft of Parliament at 
bis fiber's ends, which he knows much 
more about than any common lawyerdo to, 
for tbejieitofall reasons, because he .-gets 
his living by it j a bible is 4baiipat «ato 
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the appellant’s band, and Questions are ask- that no money is to be returned after the 
ed, framed entirely to criminate himself, curtain is drawn. In the whole of this 
and ^ut money into the Informer’s pocket. Act, the only favourable clause I find for 
1 say, what chance does that man stand ? the subject, is a 100 /. penalty, with costs 
tor another happy invention of the framers of suit, if the inspector makes a false, ves- 
of this blessed Act* is, that a man, how- ations, and malicious surcharge. Hut let 
ever ignorant, however uninformed, shall me call your attentiuny Sir, to this great 
be deprived of the opportunity of obtain- and mighty boop,—observe the cavefui and 
ing all legal gdvice, for it is there express- esutieus words made use of.— Nothing is 
ly stated he shall have no Lawyer to con- more likely than what has fajlen •from my 
duet his case, nor a Counsel 1:o plead his lips to-dey may give great odence to the 
cause.—But under all these disadvantages, * Inspector of my district, and he may^sui*- 
we will suppose the Commissioners,*in the charge me, perhaps most illegally j but 
spirit of justice and moderation, refuse to how hm 1 to prove vexation and malice 
confirm the surcharge ! What does this against a man I never saw ? Would not 
learned Inspector dor he tells them, if he come into a court ofjustice with appa- 
not in direct terma^ with very broad hints, rent clean hands, and say he had done no- 
tbat they know nothing of the atiair, and thing but what the conscientiousdischai^e 
he dentands a Case for the opinion of the of his duty required of him ; so that, in 
Judges, for which he pays not one farthing; facU titis clause grants you nothing.— 1 
but if the unfortunate appellant is dissatis- %hafl trespass, Sir, but a few mqtnentslnng- 
fied, and demands a Case, he must pay 40S;; er on your patience, which will be, by 
and 'IDs. for wiiat ? a Case it is true, and way of illustration, to name two cases, 
to be handed to the Judges; but by whom, which have come under my immediate in- 
there is the Ab !—I cannot tell you by spection :L-one was a very respectable 
whom, but r shrewdly suspect by some fi'iend of mine, who entered six pleasure 
creature of Government: some man inti- ’horses, two of which he bought at Reading 
mately connected with the Tax-Office, fair, and they turned out very bad, and 
who feels it his interest to point out to the were both lame; he sent them to grass fdSr 
Judge, that the appellant is a fair subject three months, and ordered his groom to 
for Ij^ixation and surcharge. I mean not, take them up, and get them fit for his use; 
.Sir, to cast any reflection on the Judges, I but they fell lame again ; in fact be found 
hope we have still some wise and virtuous them total!}' useless, and bought two frcsii 
and honest Judges left; but 1 own,*was ou*i*s, and when his taxes becayae due he 
I placed in that unpleasant situation, I was charged for eight hocses instead of 
should wish my case to be decided in the six: he made his appeal, but the inspector 
old-fashioned way, and 1 would prefer the- .contended he was liable, and he was ob- 

opinion of twelve honest men chosen out liged to pay his surcharge.-The other, 

of this halK to the opinion of the wisest Sir, is a much more common case,—it 
and most virtuous Judge, who ever sat happened a very honest neighbour of 
upon the bench.—But the injustice of the mine was surcharged for a Tax Cart; he 
case rests not here ; you would consider, had taken great care to have i^, built pre- 
Sir. arid the appellant would naturally cisely according to the directions in' this 
think, he was relieved for the present, and Act, and wdien he made his appeal the 
his 20/. would be safe, (jll the Judge’s Commissioners thought he was^not liable; 
ppinion was obtained;—but no such thing —but the learned Insjfhctor came forward, 
—this wicked and despotic Act demands >and said. Gentlemen, you are all over 
immediate payment of the money; and wrong, you really do not understand the 
if the decision of ,the Judges should meaning of the Act,—the man is evidently 
be against the surcharge, 1 know not liable, for he rides on a cushion, and that 
whether the 20 f. would be raturned : being an ornamental appendage to the 
but I kiow this—oi\jce pr twice 1 have cart, he must pay the surcharge f and my 
paid jmoney into the hands of collec- unfortunate neighbour was actually obli- 
tors in my own wrong, and wh^ it was ged topay,llf. 165 . instead bf U dr. 6 <h 
applied for, 1 was told it was paid into the Now there are many people in this assem- 
uchequer, and coql^ not be returned. I bly who ride in Tax Carts I dare say, and 
believe. Sir, the performers in the great when they hear what I have said, they 
*^**ahre at the Tax Office are like the per- will go home well contented, and say, 
formers at the other theatres in London,— Well, tl»e InspeCtw of our district shall not 
wish it to be pretty well understood, take advaiitagu of ps, for we wiU ride hn 
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our carts without any cushions. But vain, 
very vain, gentlemen, arc your hopes, tor 
after bumping your posteriors for a whole 
year, you will have the devil come among 
you again, and you will be surcharged; and 
you will ofcourw make your appeal, and the 
Commissioners will be inclined to relieve 
you; they will say, thi8*mati cannot be 
liable, for his cart comes within the meaning 
of the Act hc'has no cushion. The Inspec¬ 
tor may again assume his authoi''ity, and 
say,*Gentlemen, you arc all over wrong 
again, you know nothing about (his Act, 
there cannot be a doubt of his liability, 
for the fellow has i^ie imp^tdencr to ritle in 
his cart with his breeches on. Well 
enough you may laugh, Gentlemen, but 1 
coTitend otic is as much law as the other, 
for I see not one word about a cushion in 
this Act of Parliament, and I never ^'et 
heard of any Act that prevented a man 
riding cn a cushion made of purple and 
gold, if he thought proper..—In conse* 
<]uence of these considerations, Ibt'g leave 
to move, that the Members for the County 
of Berks, George Vansittart and Charles 
Dundas, Esqrs. be requested to attend 
tfceir duty in the next ses-^ion of Parlia¬ 
ment, and not only by their personal v\- 
ertion^, but by all the inlluei'ce they can 
obtain, to endeavour to get repealed so 
much of an Act, passed in the 4Slh year 
of his present Majesty, called the Assessfd 
Tax Act, aarelates to the present inurtli- 
nate power givc« to Inspectors of Districts; 
and to .substitute in lieu thereof a clause, 
leaving all disputed points alwut the pay¬ 
ment of Taxes to the discretion and deci¬ 
sion of the present Comfnis.sioncrs, named 
under the above Act, subject to an appeal 
to any common Court of Justice.—The 
motion was^uccuiidcd by Mr. Marsh, and 
carried 7ie/n. con. amidst universal applause. 


- OFFICIAL PAPERS. . 

Ameuican Dispute. — Correspondence, be 
tvieen Mk. R. Smith, the American Secre- 
taryqf State, and Mr. F. J. Jackson, 
fite English Envoy. 

MR. JACKSON TO MR. SMITH. 

■' (Continuedfrom p. 

There is also this essential difference be- 
tweeii the two cases, that Mr. Pinkney 
was charged to convey an important pro¬ 
posal to his Majesty^s jGSvernnieot, the 
particulars of which it might be very ma¬ 


terial to have correctly slated ; whilst the 
object of that part of iny conversation, to 
which you seem to attach the mosf im¬ 
portance, w'as to say, that I was not charged 
to make any proposal whatever.—It could 
not enter into my view to withhold- from 
you an explanation, merely because it had 
been already given, but, because having 
been so given, I could not imagine, until 
informed by you, that a repetition of it 
W'ould be required at my hands. I Urn 
‘quite certain that his Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, ^having complied with what was 
considered to be the substantial duty im¬ 
posed upon it on this occa.sioii, would, had 
this been foreseen, have -added to the proofs 
of conciliatory good fakh already mani¬ 
fested, the farther complacency to the 
wishes of the United States^of adopting 
the form of communication most agreeable 
' to them, and of •giving, through me, the 
eijplanation in question. { have, there¬ 
fore, no hesitation vn informing you, that 
his Majesty was pleased to disavow the 
agreement concluded bet\#en you and 
Mr. Erskinc, because it was concluded in 
violation of that gentleman's in.structions, 
and altogether without authority to sub¬ 
scribe to the terms of it. These instruc¬ 
tions, I now understand by your letter, as 
ivvell as from tlie r)bvious deduction which 
I took the liberty of making in mine of 
the lllhinst. were at the time, in sub¬ 
stance, made known to you ; no stronger 
illustration, therefore, can be given of the 
deMalion from them which occurred, than 
• wy a reference to the terms of your agree¬ 
ment.—Nolhiiig can he more notorious 
than the I'requency with which, in the 
course of a complicated ncgociation, Mi¬ 
nisters are furni.shed with a gradation of 
conditions, on which they may be stuces- 
.sivi'ly authorised to conclude. So com¬ 
mon is the case which you put hypotheti¬ 
cally', that in -acceding to the justice of 
your statement, I feej myself impelled to 
make only one oKservaiion upon it, which 
is, that it does not strike me Us be-aring 
upon the consideration of the unauthorised 
agreement concluded here, inasmuch as in 
point of* fact Mr. Erskme had no such 
graduated instructioji. You arc already 
acquainted with that which was given, and 
I have had the honour of acquainting you, 
that it was the onl]^ one by which the 
conditions on which he w-as to conclude 
were prescribed. So far from the terms, 
which he was actually induked tceaccept, 
having ]>een contemplated in that instruc¬ 
tion, he himself states that t hey were syb* 
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stituted by you in lieu of those originally 
proposed may perhaps be satisfactory 
that 1 should say here that I nost will¬ 
ingly subscribe, on this occasion, to the 
highly respectable authority which you 
have quoted; and 1 join issue with you 
upon the essentials which that authority 
requires, to constitute a right to disavow 
the act of a public minister.—It is not im¬ 
material to observe on the qualification 
contained in the passage yotf have quoted, 
as it implies the case of a minister con^ 
cluCing in virtue of a full pow^. To 
this it would suffice to answer, that Mr. 
Erskine had no full power; and his act con¬ 
sequently does not come within the range 
of your quotalioa, although it cannot be 
forgotten, that the United States have, at no 
very distant period, most freely exercised 
the right ol withholding their ratification 
from even the authorised, act of their own 
diplomatic agents, done under the avowed 
sanction of a full power.--"! conceive that 
what has been already said, establishes be¬ 
yond the n^ach of doubt or controversy, 
that his Majesty’s Minister did violate his 
instructions, and the consequent right in his 
Majesty to disavow an act so concluded. 
That his Majesty had strong and solid rea¬ 
sons for so doing, will appear not only 
fro(n his instructions having been violated, 
but from the circumstance that the viola¬ 
tion of them involved Aie sacrifice of a 
great system of policy, deliberately adbpted 
and acted upon, in just and necessary reta¬ 
liation of the unprecedented modes of hos¬ 
tility resorted to by his enemy.—Thece. 
appears to have prevailed throughout the 
wholtt of‘this transaction, a fundamental 
mistake, which would suggest tliat his 
Majesty had proposed to propitiate the 
Government of the United St'ates, in order 
to induce it to consent to the renewal of the 
commercial intercourse between the two 
countries : as if such li^d been the rela¬ 
tions of Great Brit^iin and America, that 
the advantages of that intercourse werc^ 
wholly on the side of the former; and as 
if in any arrangemiint, whether commer¬ 
cial or political, his Majesty could conde¬ 
scend to barter objects of national policy 
and dignity for perpiisgion to trade with 
another country.—Without minutely cal¬ 
culating what may be the degree of pres¬ 
sure felt at Paris hy the' difference in the 
price of goods, lynether landed at Havre 
,or at Hamburgh, I will, in my turn, ap¬ 
peal to your judgment. Sir, whether it be 
®ot a strong and solid reason, vjorthy to 
guide the councils of a great aad powerful 


monarch, to set boand.s to that spirit of 
encroachment and universal dominion 
vvhrcb would bend all things to its own 
standard. Is it nothing, in the present state 
of tlie world, w hen the agents of Prance 
authoritativ’ely announce ^o their victims 
“ that Europe is submitting and sni rendei- 
" iftg by degrees,” that the world should 
know, there is a nation which, by that 
Divine goodness, so strongly appiealed to in 
the pa[>cr to which I allude^, is enabled d 
falsify the assertion ? Is it not iinpo^lam, 
at such a moment, that Europe and Ame¬ 
rica ^ouid be convinced, that, from nliat- 
eves couiijtries honourable and manly re¬ 
sistance to such a s|di-it may have been 
banished, it \i’ill still-be found in the .So¬ 
vereign of the British nation, and jn>hc 
hearts of his subjects ?—As to the precau¬ 
tions taken in England to insure from in¬ 
jury upon this occasion the citizens of the 
United States, and which appear to you to 
be even yet insufficient, I am coiifideiit 
that in every doubtful case the usual libe¬ 
rality ofViur tribunals will be exercised in 
determining upon the circumstances of it; 
and»it was at Mr. Pinkney’s express re¬ 
quisition, that addiliuiial instructions were 
given to the Commanders of his Majesties 
ships of war and privateers to extend to 
vessels trading to the colonics, plantations, 
and settlements of Holland, the same ex¬ 
emptions from capture and molestation, as 
^^as granted to vessels sailing for any of 
the ports of Holland.—O^n the subject of 
return cargoes from those ports, I must 
olxserve, th^t although it was intended to 
prevent, as far as was practicable, the in- 
conveniencies likely to be created by the 
unauthorised agreement made here in 
April last, yet it was not and could not be 
intended to obviate all pos^le inconve- 
niencies, e-ven such as might have’arisen 
if no such agreement had ever been made. 
•—If an American vessel had sailed from 
America for Holland^ in time of profound 
peaco, or in time of war, the ports of Iloi- 
land not being at the date of sailing under 
blockade, it might yet have happened that, 
in the period between the commencement 
of such voyage and the arrival of the ves¬ 
sel at the port of destination, * blockade 
might have been established before that 
port. The vessel arriving •would, in that 
case, hat^ been w-arned not 19 enter the 
port, and would have been turned away 
with the loss of the w'hoJe object of the 


* Augereatf s Proclamatian to the Catsfe> 
loniaiis. *, 
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voyage. This would be no extraordinary 
hardship, and would nftbrd no legitimate 
ground of complaint.—^The Order in Coun¬ 
cil is far less strict than such a blockade 
would be, forasmuch as it provides for 
the original voyage, commenced in ex¬ 
pectation of being admitted to the port of 
destination, by permitting the entry into 
the ports of Holland; anJl it is no.just 
ground of complaint, that it does not super¬ 
add to that perYnission the liberty Ip rc-ex- 
port a cargo of the enemy’s goods or pro¬ 
duce*—I beg leave briefly to recapitulate 
the substance of wbat t have bat! the 
honour to convey to you, as well in a yer- 
bal as written communications.—I have 
informed 3 'ou of the reasons of his Majesty’s 
dist^vowal of the agreement *so often men¬ 
tioned ; I have shewn them, in obedience 
to the authority which you have quoted, 
to be both strong and solid ; and such*as 
to outweigh/ in the judgment of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government, every other conside¬ 
ration which you have contemplated. I 
have shewn that that agreement was not 
concluded in virtue of a full pow'er, and 
that tile instructions given on the occa,sian 
were violated.—Beyond this point of «'X- 
planatiori, which was suppo.scd to have 
been attained, but which is now given, by 
the present letter, in the form understood 
to be tlie most agreeable to the iSmerican 
Government, my instructions are prospec¬ 
tive ; they look to substituting for notioiis 
of good understanding, erroneously enter¬ 
tained, practical stipulations, on which a 
real reconciliation of all dilPereiices may 
be Bubstantiall}' founded; aii% they au¬ 
thorize me, not to rcnew^proposals which 
have already been declared here to be un¬ 
acceptable, but to receive and discuss any 
proposal made on the part of the United 
States, and Eventually to conclude a Con¬ 
vention between the two countries. It is 
not, of course, intended to call upon me 
to state, as‘preliminary to ncgociation, 
-Tvhat is the whole extent of those instruc¬ 
tions : they must, as 1 have before said, 
remain subject to my own discretion, until 
1 am enabled to apply them to the over¬ 
tures which I have the honour of receiving 
from you^I have the honour to be, with 
the greatest respect. Sir, your most obe¬ 
dient humble servant, F. J. Jackson. 

MIK JACKSON TO MR. SMITH. * 

Wadiington, Oct. 21, 1809. 

SiR,-^Finding by your letter of the 
instant, that notwithstanding the 
Irrquent statements made b^r me in our 


conferences of the terms of satisfaction 
wliich 1 am empowered to ofier to this 
country for the unauthorised attack made 
by une of his Majesty’s ships of war upon 
the frigate of the United States, the Che¬ 
sapeake, 1 have not had the good fortune 
to make myself distinctly understood bv 
you, I have the honour to inclose herewith 
a paper of memoranda, containing the 
conditions, on the basis of which 1 am rea¬ 
dy to proceed to draw up with you the ne¬ 
cessary official documents, in the form pro¬ 
posed in my letter of the 11 th instant, or 
in any other form upon whjch we may 
hereafter agree. 1 have the honour to be, 
with great respect. Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, ,F. J. Jackson. 

Inclosure in the above. 

“ The President’s Proclamation of July, 
1807, prohibiting to British ships of war 
the entrance into the harbours of the 
Uilitcd States, haviqg been annulled, bis 
Maje.'^ty is willing to restore the seamen 
taken out of the Chesapeake, on reserving 
to himself a right of claim, in a regular 
way, by application to the American 
(lovcrimient, of the discharge of such 
of them (if any) as shall be proved to 
be cither natural born subjects of his Ma¬ 
jesty, or deserters from his Majesty’s ^pr- 
vicc. His Majesty is willing to make a 
provision for the families of such men, as 
were slain on hoard the Chesapeake in 
consequence, of the unauthorized attack 
u|ice> that frigate, provided that such boun- 
.ty. shall not be extended to the family of 
any man who shall have been cither a na¬ 
tural born subject of his Majesty, or a de« 
serter from bis Majesty's service,” 

MR. SMITH TO MR. JACKSON. 

Department qf State, Nov. 1, 1809. 

Sir ; Your letter of the 28d uit. which 
was duly received., would have been sooner 
acknowledged, had I nqt by sickness been 
rendered for several days utterly unfit for 
business. Although the delay and the 
apparent reluctance .in specifying the 
grounds of the disavowal of the arrange¬ 
ment with.respect to the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil, do not correspond, with the coarse of 
proceeding deem^ most becoming, the 
occasion; yet, as the explanation has aft 
leqgth been thus made, it only remains, 
as to that part of the disavowed arrange¬ 
ment, to regret that such consideratioDS 
should have been allowed to outweigh the 
solid objections to the disavowal; It being 
understo^ at the same time, that his Srit* 
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tannic Majesty perseveres in requiring as 
indispensible conditions on tbe part ot the 
United States, an entire relinquishment 
of the right to trade with enemies colonies, 
and also permission to the British navy to 
aid in executing a law of Congress; pre* 
tensions which cannot but render abortive 
all proposals whatever upon this subject, 
whether made by the United Slates or by 
his Britannic Majesty. Whilst you have 
deemed it proper to offer an explanation 
with respect to the disavowal of one part 
of the arrangement, I must remind you that 
there is not to be found in your letter any 
like specificati<vi of the reasons for the dis¬ 
avowal, ndr particularly is it shown that 
instructions were v|plated, as to the other 
part, via. the case of the Chesapeake— 
the case* in which, in an especial manner, 
an explanatidh was required, and in which 
only you professed to have authority to 
make in this Government any overtures. 
For the first tilne it is pow disclosed that 
the subjects, arranged with this Govern¬ 
ment by your predecessor, are held not to 
be within the Authority of a .Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary, and that not having had a full 
power distinct from that authority, his 
transactions on those subjects might of 
right bo disavowed by ids Government. 
This disclosure, so t ontrary to every ante¬ 
cedent supposition and iust infer nee, gives 
a new aspect to this b isiii^ss. It the au¬ 
thority of your predecessor did not mun- 
bracc the subjects in question, so as to 
bind his Government, it necessarily fal¬ 
lows, that the only credi ritials yet present-^ 
cd by you, being the same as those jire- 
sented by him, give you no authority to 
bind it; and tb*at the exhibition of p full 
power for that purpose, such as you doubt¬ 
less are furnished wHh, is lieeotnc an iiiv’is- 
pensibte preliminary to further negocia- 
tion; or to speak more strictly, was requi¬ 
red in the first ins>ance bv the view of the 
matter now disclosed b^you. Negocia- 
tion without this preliminary would not 
only be a departurc from the principle of 
equality which is thf; essential basis of it, 
but would moreover be a disregard of the 
preautions and oftheself-respert^enjoine'l 
on the attention of the Uiieed States by 
the circumstances, which have hitherto 
taken place. 1 need scarcely add, that 
in the full power alluded to, as a prelingi- 
nary to negociatioii,*'is not intended to be 
included either the whole extent or any 
part of ^our instructions for the exercise 
of it. These of coarse as you have justly 
nmarked, remain subject to your own 


discretion. I abstain. Sir, from making 
any particular animadversions on several 
irrelevant and improper allusions in yoor 
letter not at all comporting with the 
professed disposition to a^ust in an 
amicable manner the difieKnees unhap¬ 
pily subsist iiig between the two countries 
But it would he improper to conclude the 
few olpservation^ to which I purposely 
limit myself, with'-ut adverting to^our re- 
.petition o/ a language implynig a know- 
.iedge on the part of this Government that, 
the instructions of your predecessor *did 
not auUiorise the arrangement formed by 
him. y After the explicit and peremptory 
asseveratioi? that this Guveni’oent had no 
such knowledge, and that with such a 
knowledge no *siicb arrangement wou|^ 
have been entered iiu the view which you 
have again pr»-sented of the subjects, makes 
it my duty to apprise you, diat such insi¬ 
nuations are inaJiT.i-sible iii*the inter¬ 
course of a foreign in -i.ster with a govern¬ 
ment that understands vi bac it owes to it¬ 
self. • 

I have the honour to bf. &c. 

^ (Signed) It. Smith. 

MR. JACKSON TO MR. SMITH. 

• 

Washington, Nov. 4, 1809. 

Sir ; When I forwarded to iny Court 
‘your letter of the 19th ult. and the answer 
which I returned to it, I imagined, and 
1 may add, I hoped, that the retrospective 
correspondence, into which y&u thought 
it necessary to enter with *inc, had been 
jclosed. You will, no doubt, recollect 
with what reluctance I acquiesced in your 
intimation on this^ead ; not, as I believe 
has been seen, from any difficulty in main¬ 
taining the justice of the cause which is 
entrusted to me, bfft because 1 was and 
still am of opinion that this soft of corres* 
pundence is not calculated to remove dif¬ 
ferences and soothe tlie irritations of the 
mast unfortunate tendency. As however, 
1 had no choice but to renounce, for the 
present, the hope of effectuating this de¬ 
sirable object, or to pursue it in tbe man¬ 
ner prescribed in your letter of the 9th 
ult. so as 1 am now unwillingly compelled 
to enter upon the consideration of another 
letter from you under date of the 1st. in¬ 
stant, which but too strongly confirms the 
opinion 1 Ukfore entertained. Since, Sir, 
it has been judged exfiedient to confine to 
a written form this important and interest¬ 
ing discussion j since that more has been 
declared by you to be indispensible, I 
will first appeal td the wiittea cmnmunicn- 
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lion which have passed between us ; and 
1 do this with the greater satisfaction, be¬ 
cause 1 consider it to be the chief cause of 
the present remarkable state of things, 
that of speaking of engagements contract¬ 
ed, or supposed to have been contracted, 
bctvi'eenlhe two countries,' understandings 
* or implied engagement,’have been allow¬ 
ed to take place of written cotn]ia||s, and 
have been considered, in some instances, as 
having tHe serine validity. It is furthermore 
necessary to place in the nn>st imequivo-. 
calMight a tojjic, which I observe to be 
constantly and prominently ic-siatcd in 
your letters, notwithstanding liio repeated 
but, as it should, seems fruitless endea¬ 
vours used in mine, to clear it from the 
slightest shadow of obscurity. Yon say, 
that it is understood that his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty perseveres in requiring, as indispeiisi- 
ble conditions on the part of the United 
States, an ’entire relinquishment of the 
right to trade with the enemies’ colonies, 
and also of permission to the British navy 
to aid in executing a Law of Congress. The 
same statement is contained in your letter 
of the Pth ult. and represented as thq, sub¬ 
stance of what hud fallen from me in our 
previous conferences. In my answer to 
that letter, 1 took the liberty of shewing 
that such a supposition was erroneous; and 
1 have looked in vain to my letter of the 
23d. to find in it any suggestion of a simi¬ 
lar tenor. I believe, therefore, that by^ie- 
ference to •my two letters you will find, 
that the statenflent now again brought for¬ 
ward is contained in neither of them ; that, 
it made no part of ray previbus conversa¬ 
tion with you, and that ,1 have in no way 
given room to suppose that I ever made 
any such statement at all. That before 
the Orders in Council can be revoked, 
their objeclr must be obtained in some other 
way, is unquestionably true: but you may 
be assured. Sir, that there is no wish what¬ 
ever enlcrt&iiipd in cJiingland, that the Bri¬ 
tish navy should be cmployf:d in executing 
a Law of. Congress, if the proposal that 
was m»de upon that subject, und made as 
you now know, because it w'us believed to 
be acceptable here, had been adopted, and 
had becojne a matter of compact between 
the two countries and thereby a part, not 
of the Law ofiCongress, but of the public 
law binding upon both parties*and which 
both woilld have had a common interest in 
seeing dpiy executed; in that case the 
agency of the British navy would not have 
had the invidious aspect which is now at¬ 
tempted to be given to it. At present 


[148 

tlicre is no engagements between the two 
countries, no Laws of Congress which bear 
a reference to any such engagement, and 
consequently it cannot be wished to take 
any share whatever in the execution of 
tho.se law's. In regard to the colonial 
trade, 1 need only observe, that all, or 
nearly all, the enemies colonies are block¬ 
aded by British squadrons: it cannot there¬ 
fore be so much an object of solicitude as 
you imagine, to obtain the relinquishment 
of the trade of any country to those colo¬ 
nics. • On the contrary, you will find it 
stated in my letter of the I ]th ult. to be a 
matter of indiflerence w'hether the Order 
in Council, (on this subject) be'continued 
or an arrangement byipuiual consent sub¬ 
stituted in its room. When 1 informed you 
that the agreement concluded here in April 
last, had been framed in deviation from 
the instructions given for the occasion, my 
explanation w'as intended to apply to both 
parts of that agrcepicnt. Tliat nothing, re¬ 
quired by the mo,st scrupulous accuracy, 
may be wanting, 1 now add, that the devi¬ 
ation consisted in not recording in the of¬ 
ficial document signed here, the abrogation 
of the President’s Proclamation of the 2d 
July, 1807, as well as the two reserves 
specified in the paper of Memoranda in¬ 
closed in my olficial letter to you of the 
27th ult. There is another motive fur the 
disavowal of thi^ part of the arrangement 
considered to be so strung and so self-evi¬ 
dent upon the very face of the transaction, 
tl^t 1 am not commanded to do more than 
indicate it in the manner 1 have already 
done. By this forbearance his Majesty 
conceives that he is giving an additional 
pledge of his sincere disposition to main¬ 
tain a good understanding with the United 
States.—I am somewhat at a loss to give 
a distinct reply to that part of your letter 
which relates to Mr, Erskine’s authority 
j to conclude with j'ou, in virtue of his ge¬ 
neral letter of credetye, because I do not 
very distinctly understand the tendency 
of it. 1 never before heard it doubted 
that a full power wqs requisite to enable 
a Minister to conclude a treaty, or that a 
mere general letter of Credence was in¬ 
sufficient for that purpose.—If it were 
otherwise, and a 'Government were in ail 
cases to be bound by the act, however un¬ 
authorized, of an accredited Minister, 
there would be no safety in the appoint¬ 
ment of such a minister, and ratification 
would be useless. No fuU power vms 
. given in the present case, because it was 
not a ti%aty, but the jnatcrialsfor forninf 
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a treaty, that was in contemplation.—In 
this dispatch of the 23d of January, Mr. 
Secretary Canning distinctly says to Mr. 

Erskine_“ Upon receiving through you, 

on the part of the American Government, 
a distinct and officitfl recognition of the 
three above-mentioned comliiions, his Ma¬ 
jesty will lose no time in sending to 
America a Minister fully empowered to 
consign them to a formal and regular 
irearty.”—This Minister would, ofcour.se, 
have been provided with a full power; 
but'Mr. Erskine was to be guided by bis 
instructions, apd had the agreement con¬ 
cluded here been conformable to them, it 
would without doubt have been ra'ified by 
his Majesty. I m^t beg your very parti¬ 
cular attention to the circumstanci, that 
his Marjesty’s ratification has been with¬ 
held, not because the agreement was con¬ 
cluded without a full power, but because it 
was altogether irreconcileable to the in¬ 
structions on 'which '4 was professedly 
founded. The qu estion of the full pow'er 
was introduced by yourself to give w- ighi, 
by a quotation from a highly respected 
author, to your complaint of tlie disavow il, 
in answer to which 1 observed, that ;hc 
quotation did not apply, as Mr. Kr<-ki')c 
had no full power. Never did 1 imagine, 
or i’ny where attempt, to rest tiie right of 
the avowal upon that c’.cumstnnce ;. in¬ 
dubitably bis agreement Rfoiild, neverthe¬ 
less, have been ratified, had not the inSli ac¬ 
tions, which <n thid case took the place of 
a full power been violated.—I am sur¬ 
prised at the transition by w'hich it ap.. 
pears to you that this part of the subject 
is connected with .he authority empower¬ 
ing me to mgotiate with you. It viii 
Mot^ 1 dare say, ha\t escip«-d your recol¬ 
lection that I iiiformed juil, at a very 
early period of our communicnl ions, tha^ 
in addition to the iisual crcdi ritial letter, 
his Majesty had been yleii«ed to invest 
me with a full pow^r under the (heat Seal 
of his kingdom, for the purpose of loii- 
cludiiig a treaty or convention. I well 
remember your testifying your satifaction 
at the circumstance, and I havc^ now only 
to add, that 1 am* ready, wheneM^^ it suits 
your convenience, qxchange my full 
powpr against that with which you shall 
be provided for the progress of our nego- 
tiation.~l am concerned. Sir, to be ob¬ 
liged a second tipie to appeal to those 
)»inciples of public law, under the sanc¬ 
tion and protection of which I was sent to 
this country. Where there is not freedom 
^-coinmuaication in the form su1}stituted 


for the more usual one of Verbal discus¬ 
sion, there can be little useful intercourse 
between Ministers; and one, at least, of 
the epithets which you thought proper to 
apply to my last letter, is such as neces¬ 
sarily abridges that freedogti. That any 
thing therein contained |pay be irrelevant 
to the subject, it is, of course, competent in 
you tg endeavoiiV to shew; and as far as 
you succeed in so doing, in so far^will my 
argument lose of its validity—But as to 
.the propriety of my allusion.s, you must, 
allow me to acknowledge only the deci¬ 
sion of my own Sovereign, whdse com- 
mandf 1 obey, and to whom alone 1 consi¬ 
der iiiyself responsible.. Beyond this, it 
suffices that I do not deviate from the re¬ 
spect due to tlte Government, to which J 
am accredited.—^You will find that in my 
correspondence with you, 1 have carefully 
avoided drawing conclusions, that did not 
necessarily follow from the premises ad¬ 
vanced by me, and least of all should I 
think of uttering an insinuation, where I 
was unable to substantiate a fact. To 
facts, such as I have become acquainted 
with,them, I have .scrupulously adhered ; 
and in so doing 1 must continue, whenever 
the good faith of his Majesty’s Govern* 
nicnt is ..ailed in question, to vindicate its 
honour and dignity. in the manner that ap¬ 
pear® to roe the best calculated for that 
purpose.—1 have the honour to be, w'ith 
gi^at respect. Sir, your mast obedient 

humble seivant, F. J. Jackson. 

■ 

MR. .SMITH TO MR. JACKSON. 

Dep'hrtment of Slate, Nov. 8, 1809. 

Sir;—In my Iqtter of the 19th ult. I 
stated to you the declaration in your letter 
of the nth, that the dispatch “ from Mr^ 
fanning to Mr. firskine, of the 2Sd of 
.lanuary, was the only dispaUil by which 
tlic conditions were prescribed to Mr. 
r,r.skine, for the conclusion of an arrange¬ 
ment on flic nutter to whicif it related, 
was then for the first time made to this 
ti’overnment.” And it was added that if 
that dispatch had been communicated at 
the time of the arrangement, or if it had 
been known that the propositioit^ contain¬ 
ed in it were the only ones on.wbich he 
was authorised to make lin arrangement 
the arrangement would net have been 
made.—In my letter of the 1st instant, ad¬ 
verting to the repetition in your letter of 
the 2d ult. of a language implying a know¬ 
ledge in this Government that the instruc¬ 
tions of your predecessor did not authorise 
the arrangement ^formed by him, an in- 
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timakion wm distinctly given to you that 
after the explicit and peremptory asaevcra' 
don that this Government had not any 
such knowledge, and that with such a 
knowledge, such an arrangement would 
not have been made, no suoh insinuation 
could be admuted by this Government.— 
Finding that in your reply of the 4th inst. 
you have used a language’whicb cannot be 
understood but as reiterating and even ag> 
gravating the same gross insinuation, it 
only remains, in order to preclude oppor¬ 
tunities which are thus abused, to intbnn 
you that- no further communications will 
be received from you, and that the ipces- 
sity of this deteimiination will, without 
delay, be made to your GovernmenL In 
the mean time a ready attention will be 
given to any communication afiecting the 
interests ot the two nations, through any 
other channel that may be substitutedi 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) K. Smith. 

Mr. Oakley, his Majesty’s Secretary of 
Legation, is desired by Mr. Jackson to 
state to the Secretary ot State, tha,t, as Mr. 
Jackson has been already once most grossly 
insulted by the inhabitants of the town of 
Hampton, in the unprovoked language of 
abuse held by them to several Officers 
bearing the King’s uniform, when tiiose 
Officers were themselves violently assault¬ 
ed, and put in imminent danger; he c«a- 
ceives it to* be indispensible to the safety 
of himself, of the gentlemen attached to 
his mission, and of his family daring the, 
remainder of their stay in*the United 
States, to be provided i^ith special pass- 
portsor safeguards from the American Go¬ 
vernment This is the more necessary, 
since some of the newspapers of the 
United Statss are daily using a language, 
whose only tendency can be to excite the 
people to commit violence upon Mr. Jack- 
son^ persons In consequence, he requests 
that the undermentioned names may be 
inserted in the document to be furnished 
him. ' Francis James Jackson, Mrs. Jack- 
son, their three children. Charles Oakley, 
esq. his Majesty’s Secretary of Legation. 
Mr. Geo/ge Ottly, Private Secretary. 
Servants: — Robert ClaAering, Francis 
Martin, Williwu Attree, Charles Beecroft, 
Richard Loweu John Price, Jbhn Lilly, 
James Wright, Amelia George, Mary 
Smith, Harriet Patten, Marffia Wood, 
Frances Bracknell. 

{Received at the Department of State, 
•irJNov. ]], ItfOlh} 


Mr. Oakley is desired by Mr. Jackson 
to say to the Secretary of State:— 

That Mr. Jackson has seen with much 
regret, that facts which it has been his 
duty to stale in his official correspondence* 
have been deemed by the American Go> 
vernment to alTurd a sufficient motive for 
breaking of}’ an important negotiation, and 
for putting an end to all communication 
whatever with the Minister charged by 
his Sovereign with that negociation, so in¬ 
teresting to both nations, and'on one point 
of which an answer has not even been re¬ 
turned to an official and written overture. 
—One of the facts alluded U> has been ad¬ 
mitted by the Secretary of State himself 
in his letter of the Oct. viz. that the 
three conditions forming the substance of 
Mr. Erskine’s original instruction were 
submitted to him by that* gentleman. 
The other, viz. tliat that instruction is the 
only one in which the conditions were 
prescribed to Mr. ^rskine for the conclu¬ 
sion of an arrangement on the matter to 
which it related, is known to Mr. Jackson 
by the instructions which be has himself 
received.—In stating these facts, and in 
adhering to them, as his duty imperiously 
enjoined him to do, Mr. Jackson could not 
imagine that oflence would be taken at it 
by the American Government, as most 
certainly none could be intended on bis 
part; but since die has been informed by 
the Secretary of Slate that no farther com¬ 
munications will be received from him, he 
copceives that he has no alternative dial 
is consistent with what is due to the King’s 
dignity, but to withdraw altogether from 
the seat of the American Govesment, and 
w^it tjie arrival of bis Majesty’s commands 
upon the unlocked for turn which has thus 
been given to his affairs in this country.— 
Mr. Jackson means to make New-York the 
place of his residence. 

Washingion, Nm. 13, 1809. 

MR. SMITH TO MR. PINKNEY. 

Department qf State, Nov- 23, 1809, 
Sir—M y letters ii^ the correspondence 
with Mr. Jackson, already transmitted to 
you, sufficiently evince thb disappointment 
that was felt, on finding that he had not 
b<'.en charged to make to this Government 
either the frank explanations or the li¬ 
beral propositions, which the occasion mar> 
nifestly required. In^ead of this obvious 
course of proceeding, it‘was in the outset 
perceived that bis object was to bring ns 
to resume the subjects of the arrangements 
of April,* in a way that would imply that 
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vre were aware that the aiTangement was 
not binding on his Government, because 
made*with a knowledge on. our part that 
Mr. Erskinc had no authority to niake it, 
and thus to convert the responsibility oC 
bis Government for Dlie disavowal, into a 
reproach on this for its conduct in the 
transaction disavowed. In the first in¬ 
stance it was deemed best rather to repel 
his observations argumentatively, than to 
. meet them as an oflTensive insinuation. 
This forbearance had not the expected ef- 
fectof restraining him from a repetition of 
the ofience ; a^d even on his farther insi¬ 
nuations, nothing more was done than to 
premonish* him of the inadmissibility of 
so indecorous a ^ourse of proceeding. 
This also being without eflect, nothing re¬ 
mained but the step finally taken, and 
there was th& less hesitation in shutting 
door to further opportunities for insulting 
insinuations, as the disclosures he had 
made, and the spirit of lys discussions, had 
so entirely shut it to the hope of any fa¬ 
vourable result from his mission.—I will 
not dwell on h*is reluctance to give up the 
uncertainties of verbal for the precision of 
written discussion ; nor on the manner or 
the time of his denial that he had given 
any room at all for a statement, which, in 
orde^. to guard against the misconceptions 
incident to verbal contercnces, 1 had 
placed before him in writing, with a re¬ 
quest that he would point out any inaceSra- 
cies, and to which he did not then objec: 
otherwise than by intimating, thathe could 
Aot have made the statement with the par¬ 
ticular view which seemed to he supposed. 
JSor will I dwell on the various instances 
in which partiaf or inconsistent viewis of 
the subject have taken place of its real 
merits. But it may not be amiss to make 
some observations on the correspondence, 
as it relates t* the justification of bis Go¬ 
vernment in having disavowed the act of 
his predecessor.—Wjth respect to the Or¬ 
ders in Council, the ground of the disa¬ 
vowal is the difference between the ar¬ 
rangement and the printed dispatch of 
Mr. Canning to Mr. Erskine of the 22d 
January. According to this dispatch 
then, tlie arrangemept jailed in three 
pomts,—1st. In not relinquishing the 
trade of the United States with eoemies 
Oolonies.—With respect to this point, it is 
*»ot necessary at th^'" time to discuss the 
’ fight ol* that trade. It is sufficient to re- 
{mark, Ist, that>as the trade is admitted to 
hhave become, in tl»e view of Great Bri- 
|laiB, of Hula practical importance, why 


' has it been made a ground of the disa« 
vowal, and especially, as important consi- 
derations only could, upon principles (rif 
public law, have justified a measure of so 
serious a character ? 2d, That as the colo¬ 
nial trade is a subject no w^ connected 
either with the Orders i^ Council, or with 
the al&ir of the Chesapeake, why has it 
been permitted lo frustrate an arrange¬ 
ment relating to those subjects;, and to 
those only ? 3d, That as this*condition is 
allowed to have originated in asuppqisi-. 
tion, that it would be agreeable to the 
Ameriean Government, why has' it been 
persisted iij affer the error was made 
known by the representation of Mr. Er¬ 
skine to nis Government, that neither this 
nor the other conditions of the dispatch of 
23d January were attainable here?—2d._ 
Another point in the dispatch, and not in' 
the Arrangement, is, that the British 
navy might capture our tradd to ports 
prohibited by the United States,-—This 
condition too appears to have had its 
origin in a'mistake of your meaning in & 
conversation with Mr. Canning, as noted 
by yyurself, and in an inference thence 
deduced as to the disposition of this go¬ 
vernment. But this double mistake must* 
have been brought to light in time to have 
been coiTCctcd in the new mission. In 
‘urging it, Mr. Canning has taken a ground 
forbidden by those principles of decorum 
whIVh regulate and mark the proceedings 
of Governments towards each other. In 
his dispatch tir'e condition is stated to be 
> Ihr the purpo:-o of securing the bona fide 
intention of America to prevent her citi¬ 
zens from trading with France andeertsun 
other powers. In other words, to secure a 
pledge to that effect against the mala fide 
intention of the Unftra States. And this 
dispatch too was authorised to hi commu¬ 
nicated in extenso to the Government of 
which such language was used. Might it 
not have be<'n reasonably expicted that 
fuch a -condition and such observations 
would at least, on such an occasion, have 
been given up by a Government, willing 
to smooth the way to an amicable settle¬ 
ment of existing differences ? In bis zeal 
to vindicate his government, Mr. Jackson 
too has attempted a gloss on this most n- 
traord inary idea of calling on a forei^- 
sovereignty, not indeed to make |aws lor 
us, but, what is equivalent in principle, to 
supply a supposed inability to execnlo 
them. He calls such an interposition of 
bis Government not an executimi of tfao 
law of Congress, but of compact badkif 
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' as a public law on both parties, and which 
both would have a common interest in 
seeing duly elxecuted. On his ovwt prin> 
eiple there ought to be a reciprocity, not 
only in the execution of the compact, but 
in the obligation and inu^est resulting 
from it. Besides, where there is a reci¬ 
procity in compacts between nations touch¬ 
ing attributes of sovereignty there isalways 
us-mucltof sovereignty gained as is parted 
with, so that there be no loss nor indig- 
• nity on either side.—3d. The rcmainirig> 
point in the dispatch, not secured by the 
arrangement, is that which required that 
whilst our prohibitory laws sl^ould tbe re 
]>ea1ed as to Great Britain, they should 
be left ill force as to France and the powers 
adopting or acting under her Decrees.— 

■ This is the condition which alone properly 
belongs to the subject; and it is to be re¬ 
marked, in the first place, that the British 
project, of which this condition makes a 
part, contemplated two things in their na¬ 
ture incompatible ; one, a repeal of the 
prohibitory acts as to Great Bfitain, with¬ 
out waiting for the conclusion of a rrgiflar 
treaty; the other a pledge, or engagement 
for their continuance as to the other 
'powers. Now, from the nature of our 
Constitution, which, in this particular, 
ought to have been attended to by the^ 
British Government, it is manifest that thi; 
Exeeotive authority could have given no 
such pledge, that the continuance oi^the 
Prohibitory Acts, being a subject of le¬ 
gislative consideration, could not have 
been provided for until the ^meeting of the >. 
Legislature, and that the condition could 
not, therefore, but have failed, either in 
the immediate renewal of commerce with 
Great Britain, or in the immediate engage¬ 
ment that it should bot be renewed with 
France. TThe British Government ought 
to have acquiesced in, and indeed ought 
to have been satisfied with the attainment 
of the imfiortant ailiject of an immediate 
repeal of our prohibitory laws ; anid with 
the consideration, that the otlK‘r object, 
not immediately attainable, was unneces¬ 
sary at the time, because the prohibition 
as to France was then in force, and be¬ 
cause there was every reason to infer, not 
only from this fact, but from the spirit of 
the communications made from time to lime, 
and from the overtures before submitted to 
the Bntish Government, that, without a 
repeal of the French Decrees, our prohibi¬ 
tory laws would be continued in ioice 
against France, and especially in the case 
of a repeal of the Briflsh Orders, which 


would necessarily render a continuance of 
the French Decrees doubly obnoxious.— 
But, if, on this head, doubts coulif have 
been entertained, instead of rejecting the 
arrangement, ought not the Repealing 
Acton our part to‘have been met with 
a suspension, at least, of the Orders in 
Council, until it could have been seen 
whether th«i Non-intercoursc Law would 
or would not have been continued against 
France ? Sftch a suspension could xotbave • 
given, in any point of view, more advan- 
tage^o the United States, than was given 
to (ireat Britain by the repeal, which had 
taken place on their ))art.-*-If this reason¬ 
able course could not have been sub-sti- 
tuted for the disavowal, why was not a fi¬ 
nal disavowal susjiended with a proposi¬ 
tion, that the arrangement would be e.xe- 
cuted by Great Britain in Ae event of a 
compliance on the part of the United 
States with the condition, required as to 
France am not unaware, you may be 
told, that the Non-intercourse law of the 
United States did not extend to Holland, 
though so intimately connected with France, 
and so subservient to her Decrees against 
neutral commerce. — It would not be im¬ 
proper on this occasion to observe, that 
this objection can be the less urged by 
Great Britain, as she has herself never in 
her alledged retaliations adhered to her 
I principles on ti’liich they were founded— 

I ThCis she has, from the date of iliem, until 
very lately, directed them against the 
American trade even to Russia, although 
Russia had never adopted the French 1^- 
crees, nor otherwise violated our neutral 
trade with Great Britain.^ So, in her Or- 
•dcr.of April last, she has discriminated, 
not only between the countries devoted to 
France by the ties of blond, and other 
powers, but between llollaml, Westphalia, 
and Naples, in enforcing her prohibitory 
Order against t;jhe first and not the two last. 
Whilst, therefore, s^c finds it expedient 
to make thc^e distinctions, she ought to 
presume, that wc, too, may perceive equal 
pronriety in the distinctions we have made. 
—But it may be of more importance here 
to compare the British* Order in Council 
of April last, .with the arrangement of 
April, made by Mr. Erskine. It will 
thence be seen how little is the real diffiir- 
£iu:e, and how trivid it is when compared 
to the extensive anif jierious consequences 
of the di.savowal.—Under the Order in 
Council of April, all the ports of Europe, 
excepi France, including the kingdoms of 
Italy and Holland with their dependeocies. 
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are opened to our commerce.—Under the 
arrangement of April, combined with our 
Act (k Non-intercourse, all the ports of 
Europe, except France and her dependen¬ 
cies, including the kingdom of Italy, 
would have been openeil to our com¬ 
merce.—The diflerence then is reduced 
merely to Holland, and that again is re¬ 
duced to the difference between a direct 
trade to the ports of Holland, and an indi- 
rccUtrade to Holland, through Toiiningen, 
Hamburgh, Bremen, and Ernbden.-r-Now, 
a^ the injuring of the enemies of ^rcat 
Britain is the only avowed object of her 
interdicting OiJder against our trade, let a 
computation be made of the eflect which 
this difference between the Order in Coun¬ 
cil and the arrangement could possibly 
have in producing snch an injury. And 
then let the cfticstion be candidly answer¬ 
ed, whether, laying aside all considera¬ 
tions of right and jnslioe, s .flieient induce¬ 
ment could ha^e been found in that result 
for rejecting the arrangement, and for 
producing the con,cquentrmi)arr.assments, 
as well to : rfiat Britain as to the United 
States —If it b«; necessary, as Mr. Jack- 
son has stated, to set bounds to a spirit of 
encroachment and universal dominion, 
which would bind all tin 'gs to its own 
standard, and to falsify by honourable and 
manfy resistance, an annunciation that all 
Europe is submitting by* degrees, effort 
must be feeble, indeed, which is t» be 
found in the inconvenience accruing to the 
formidable foe from the eperation of t|^s 
Order in Council; and especially when, 
we combine with it the strange phenome¬ 
non of subiitituting for the lawful trade of 
the United States a trade of British^subr 
jfcCtS, contrary to the laws of the adverse 
party, and amounting, without a special 
bcenc£, in the eye of British law, to high 
treason. 

Thus much for the Orders in Council. 
What has taken place wifb respect to the 
Chesapeake w'ill equally engage your at¬ 
tention. You will perceive, that through¬ 
out the early stage.so/ the correspondence, 
this case was, in some respects, improperly 
confounded with,*in others imprqperly se¬ 
parated from, that of the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil; and particiilarly’that pstms had been 
taken by Mr. Jackson to substitute verbal 
and vague observations on the disavowal 
of this part of the arrangement, for an ex¬ 
plicit and formal* explanation, such as 
w^s obviously due. It will be seen also, 
that, win ,1 tiiially brought to the point, he 
referred tor a justification of the disavowal 


to the departure of Mr. Erskine from his 
instructions, without shewing what those in¬ 
structions were, and to allusions to an ex¬ 
pression in the arrangement, without giv¬ 
ing to his meaning the distinctness pre¬ 
requisite to a just reply. It appears, how¬ 
ever, that he lays great jtress on the pro¬ 
posal enclosed in his letter of the 27th Oc¬ 
tober, ^s at once 'indicating the departure 
of Mr. Erskine from his instructions; and 
as containing the conditions oil the basis of 
•which he was ready to enter on an adjust-, 
ment. And from a note from the Secre¬ 
tary of the British I,egatinn, it' appears 
that Ive ha.s complained of not having re¬ 
ceived an answer‘to bis proposal, as he 
had before complained that no answer 
had been given*to his verbal disclosure on 
this head in his iulervicws with me. With 
respect to ids intimations in conversation, 
as tlfry were preceded by no proper as¬ 
signment of the rea.sons for nothaving ex¬ 
ecuted the original adjustment: it cannot 
be nccess.iry to remark, that no such no¬ 
tice, as he wished to obtain, could, with any 
sort of propriety, have been taken of them. 
With^respect to his written project, it will 
suflice to reniaik. 1st, That besides his re¬ 
luctant and indistinct explanation ofthe» 
disavowal of the original adjustment, he 
did not present his proposal until he had 
made succ progress in his offensive insi¬ 
nuation as made it proper to wait tiie issue 
of elte reply about to he given to it j and 
that thio issue had iiece.<«ai'.ly^ut a stop 
to further communications! 2dly, That 
although he had given us to understand 
that the ord^ary credentials, such aloaa 
as he had delivci^d, could not bind l.is 
(Jovernment in such a case, his proposal 
had neither been preceded by nor accom¬ 
panied with the exhibition of other commii- 
sion or full power: Nor, indeed, ftas he ever 
given sufficient reason to suppose that be 
had any such full power to exhibit in re¬ 
lation to this particular case.* It is true, 
^that in»his letter of the 2.3d of October, le 
had stated an authority eventually to cor- 
clude a convention between the two cour- 
trics. Without adverting to the ambiguitt 
of the term ‘ eventually’ with thf mark ef 
emphasis attached to it, and to other unce> 
tainfies in the phraseology, it is clear thit 
the authority referred to, whatevar it mar 
be, is derived from instructions subject t» 
his own discretion, and not from a pateis 
commission, such as might be properly 
called for. It is true also than in hii 
fetter of the 4tfe of November, suhsequen: 
to his proposal: die says he was possesses 
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of a full power in due form for the express 
purpose of concluding a Treaty or Conven¬ 
tion.—But it still remains uncertain, whe¬ 
ther by the Treaty or Convention to which 
it related was not meant an eventual or 
provisionahTi^aty onthe general relations 
between the two countries, without any 
reference to the case of the Chesapeake.— 
Certain it is that the British government, 
in former like case, as will be seen by the 
adjustme'nt V)f that part of the affair at 
^ootka Sound, which is analogous to this 
case, did not consider any such distinct 
full power as necessary ; nor is there the 
slightest ground for supposing that Mr. 
Erskine, although coidessedly instruct¬ 
ed to adjust this very case of tEe Che¬ 
sapeake, was furnished with any autho¬ 
rity distinct from his credential letter. 
That Mr. Jackson has any such com¬ 
mission is the less to be supposed; as 
it is but barel}’^ possible, that possessing 
it, he should not, uii some occasion, or in 
some form, have used a language suscepti. 
ble of no possible doubt on tins point.— 
But proceeding to the proposal itself, itds 
to be kept in mind, that the conditions 
forming itsb^isare the very conditions for 
«*.he deviating from which Mr. Erskine’s ad¬ 
justment was disavowed. Mr. Jackson, 
if not on others, is on this point explicit. 

I now add (says he) that the deviation 
consisted in not recording in the official 
document signed here the abrogation of 
the President’s proclamation of the 2d 
July, 1807, zS well as the two reserves 
specified in the paper of memoranda eD> 
closed in my official letter (o you of the 
2 ?th ult.”—Considerit^g then the condi- 
tiens in the proposal as an ultimatum, in 
wliat light are we compelled to view such 
at attempt to repair the outrage committed 
<Mi the frigftte Chesapeake, and to heal the 
disappoimment produced by a disavowal 
of a previous equitable repai-ation ?—It is 
impossible tm such en occasion not to recal 
circumstances which constitutied the 
character of the outrage lo which .such an | 
^imatumis now applied. A uation<tl ship 
doceeding on an important service, was 
^debed jby a superior naval force, en- 
j yiiig the time the hospitality of our 
pits, was followed, and scarcely out of 
c ir waters when she was, after an insult- 
i g KiBinons, attacked in a hofilile mani\^r, 
lid tbc'ahip so injured as to require ex¬ 


pensive repairs, the expedition frustrated, 
a number of the crew killed and wounded, 
several carried into captivity, and one of 
them put to death under a military sen¬ 
tence. The three seamen, though Ame¬ 
rican citizens', and therefore on every sup¬ 
position detained as wrongfully as the 
ship would have been detained, have, not¬ 
withstanding, remained in captivity be¬ 
tween tu'o and three years ; and it may 
be added, after it has long ceased tc be 
denied, that they are American citizens. 
—Under these circumstances we are called 
upon to ransom the captives. 

1 st. By acknowledging Jhat a precau¬ 
tionary proclamation, justified by events 
preceding the oulrage,^by the outrage it¬ 
self, and by what immediately followed 
it, w'as unjustifiable, and that a repeal of 
it was properly a condition ptecedent to a 
reparation for the outrage. And this re¬ 
quisition is repeated too, after such an ac¬ 
knowledgment ha^ been Uniformly as¬ 
serted by this Government to be utterly 
inadmissible, and, what is particularly re¬ 
markable, at a time when the proclama¬ 
tion, as is well understood, was no longer 
in torce. The occasion obviously invited 
a silent assumption of the existiug fact, 
and this would have excluded the difficul¬ 
ty heretofore found to be insuperable.-;p2d. 
By throwing into complete oblivion the 
conduct of the ufficer answerable for the 
I murderous transaction, with a knowledge, 
too, on our part, that instead of being pu- 
nij^ed, or even brought to trial, he has 
J>een honoured by bis Government with a 
new and more important command.—3d. 
By admitting a right on the part of Great 
Britajn to claim a discharge irom our ser¬ 
vice of deserters generally, and particular¬ 
ly of her natural born subjects, without 
excepting such as had been naturalised in 
I due form under the laws of the United 
! States.—It ha's not been explained, whe¬ 
ther it was roea'nt, as the universality of 
the term “ deserter’^ would import, to 
include American citizens who might have 
left the British service.—But what possi¬ 
ble ronsideraiiun could hare induced the 
British government to ‘expect that the 
United States could admit a principle that 
could deprive our naturalized citizens of 
the legal privileges which they hold in 
cqnimon with their native fellow-citizens? 

(To be colUinued.) 
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“ F.»rtlicnni)n‘, they hiive Ijid us open to all oin enemies; whoever wiH invade, may ^ut doubt to 
“ subdue iis: for they have taken from iii the sinews of war, that is Money and f'uttiage; all oiir 
“ money is gone, and they have exhausted the treasuie of the, nation ;*iin(l ui/ten people are poor, their 
“ siiiiili iiir loK, so that we are left without a defence ; arffl who must we thank for bringing us into this 
** despicable condilion, but these gi iillemen. who, notwithstanding this,/tad/Ae tVe shA- 
“a/Ae KINtJ’S FlMh'.NDS, and atf those who opposed their practices were I'AC'TIODS and SKOITIOUS. 
“ They had brought it to that pass that wlr-nsucvt-r any gentleman that had a true Knglish spirit.hap- 
“ period to say any tlihig that was bold, grcocnily away to seek the king and tell him of it; and often- 
” tunes itiurc than the truth : and thus they endearour to beget an ill opinion in the king of his best 
“ subjects: niirb their praetine was the more abuininable, because their words and actions gave the 
“ occasion to fVirec tliosf. smart rxpres“ions from the gciitlAnen that spoke thorn; for their honest hearts 
“ weie filed with true zeal to their king and country, when they behelrf//re imjflidence ami falseness of 
“ those renstoiieis. <!t ********it****sii* ******* 

“ Kings that dote tc>8 much upon their Favourites, do for the most paK pick up MKAN hf KN, Jwople of 
“ no fvi Limes oi estates, upon whom it is that th<“y place their favour to so high a degree ; and, theic* 
“ fort’, it IS fi^r their interest to riihise the king to govern by an Army, for if ho prevails, then they aie 
sore to have what heart can wish ; or if he fad, yet they are but where they were: they had nothing, 

" and lliey can lose milking.” -Mh. Booth’s SiMjecJies* in the House of Commons, in the reigu of 

f.hailes 11. and in 1680. See Farliainentary History; Vol. IV. pages 1‘268 and * 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PaEI.I WIKNTAUY I*KOt t.KT)INtiS.-1. 

Opening of the S wsiori: II. Lord Porche.’t ■ 
tsr’s Motion for Inrjiihy : III, Lord Cock- 
inne's Moiion ahtr t Lord (Jambier's Coutl- 
Mortial: I'v'. JJr. Manning’s Complaint 
ag(,(i:st t/tc Nciitt pfipers. -1. The Open¬ 

ing of tluj Sc" ■' ^vas notifoil in my last, 
at page 101, und iiic KinVs Speech was 
inserted at j;;'ge 113. For the sa^e of 
having a more clear view of what has 
pas'>c(l, or, at least, f>f what had passed 
tip Id Monday night, the 29ih of .lamiary, 
J wiP h. re jti.sl lestriie.that.uponthetjnes- 
Tion of the*Wwtc’rtdwfHf, which was moved 
on tlu> fir.st day of ihe Session, the ivini.s- 
tcr ’ ha I, in the House of Lords, 14+votes 
a;;',in.sr. *12; and that, in tli6 House of 
Commons, they had 2(J3 against 167. 
The Amcndinent, as will be seen by a re- 
feiTiic*’ to it, contained a^censwrc upon the 
conduct of the minijjters, and also a drcla- 
ralioii, that imjuiiy was necessary. How 
any man, at ail informed of what had 
taken place in Spayi anti in Walcheren, 
could, ibr one single moment, hesitate as 
to v\ hether the cfinduct of the ministers 
meriu-d censure, is, to mp, utterly incom¬ 
prehensible. Yet, many there were who 
would not, as they said, censure without 

inquiry! -II. Well, they were snon pig 

to the test upon this jmint; for, on Friday, 
the 26th, came Loud Pov.chestkii with a 
in<Atiuu fior “ tlie House going into a com- 
*' miitee to take into consideration the 
*' policy and conduct of the ExpetlTtion to 
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“ Walchej'en.” The speech, by which 
this motion was prefaced was, it appears, 
greatly applauded: but, not beyond its 
deserts; for there has seldom appeared, in 
a news-paper report, a speech so eloquent 
as this,'and, at Ihe same time, so replete* 
with clear and forcible statement, correct 
reasoning, and good sentiment. There 
wanted, indeed, nothing at all to be said 
upon the subject; for, who could say, that 
inqtiiry ought not to take pla(;p ? Aye ; 
but there rniglit be many, v^o, under pre¬ 
tence of not pre-Judging, would endeavour to 
§et rid of inqipry altogether.—’I’he motion 
of Lord Porciiester was seconded by the 
Hon. Mr. Quin. 'Wietask of opposing this 
motion was, itseems, allotted to a Mr. Cro- 
KER, a briefless lawyer from Ireland, who, 
as the reader may recollect, cut a conspi¬ 
cuous figure during the Ducal ^Investiga¬ 
tion, and w’ho is now Secretary to the 
Admiralty, with a salary of 4,000/. a year. 
This Mr. Crokcr cjipti^ed the motion of 
J.ord Pin clu'ster by another motion for the 
previom fjneslion, which, as the reader very., 
well knows, amounts to just the same*thing 
as a direct negative to the propositien, to 
which it is opposed. This Mn Ooker 
does not appear to me to have given any 
reason, worth a moment’s attention, for 
this motion of his; but, htf concluded 
with a pretty broad hint about (he king, 
which it is quite proper to hear in mind, 
especially considering the quarter whence it 
came.— He asked the House, the news¬ 
papers tell us, *• Whether it was (paling 
“ fairly end respecYylly by his Majesty to 
F 
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“ rote for inquiry, when he had assured 
" them, that sati^actary documents should 
be laid before them.” The Housedocs 
jeem to have kicked a little at this. This, 
from Mr. Croker, does seem to have been 
going a little tdo far even for the House ; 
and the thing wasj by Mr. Bragge, re¬ 
sented pretty sharply. Hjp gave it as his 
opinion, that, notwithstanding the lively 
spirit of Croker, the ministers had 
evinced no great .sagacity in putting him 
fftrswrd a.s a spokesman, upon this occa¬ 
sion ; aiul he deprecated in strong terms 
the use which this Mr. Croker had made 
•f the Ung’s «a»je.— — But, coiqp, let us 
not be too severe'upon this Mr. Crokor’s 
doctrine; for, I think, v. e rnyst allow, that, 
tor many years past, a pretty free use lins 
been made of tbe king’s name, both in the 
Hon‘«e and out of it. We riiust ail re- 
inenibrr, that, no longer ago than last win¬ 
ter, Mr. Canning not only made a simi¬ 
lar use of the king’s name, in the case of 
the Duke of York, but that he pushed for¬ 
ward the age and the infirmUies of the king 
to boot; and this, too, without exciting 
any great degree ol‘ indignation irv the 

House.-The truth is, I dare say, that 

iltis Mr. Croker had a desire to evince his 
friendship for his dearly beloved sovereign. 
And, really, when one considers the mat¬ 
ter rightly, it would be hard to prevent 
him from shewing this ardent attachment 
of his. He is young too, in ail ]>roba()i- 
lity, and we that* at that time of 

life, the feelings of affection, as well as all 
other feelings, are stronger than at a raore» 
advanced age. I dare say, that, ar.on, his 
love for the king, though not at all dimi¬ 
nished, will become more subservient to 
reason ; but, at present, 1 must confess, 
that I do not think this ebullition of loyal 
affection a* thing to be so much found 
.fault of, especially as the person, in wliose 
heart it seems to reign, appears to have 
been formed by n^ure for the entertain¬ 
ing of this particular atlacliar at.-^ 

Mr. Perceval seconded the m.Jtion of 
this Mr. Croker. Thi-s speech, a.s coming 
from the person who is ]>rime ii.iuicier, is 
of consequence, anri, therefore, 1 slia'.l in¬ 
sert ail •f it that is material, in the least 
degree, as an answer to Lord Porchester, 
or rather, as to why the motion for a 
commitp;e of inquiry .‘should ftot be adqpl- 

ed.<-The pretence wa.s, that the king 

bad, in the Speech, ordered the House to 
be assured, that he would cause papui, 
relative lo the Expedition, to be laiil be¬ 
fore them ; and that as these papers would 
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be ready for delivery by Tuesday next, 
" he would ask, why should they now ap- 
“ point a Committee to inquire, destitute 
" as they were of all information, when 
•• his majesty, [in his speech, had so soon 
" promised them information, which, he 
« trusted, would be satisfactory. What 
" was the object of Inquiry ? Why, of 
“ course, to get information; and this in- 
'' formation they w'cre certainly promised. 
“ There was,* of course, no uece.ssity fi>r 
•“ the motion, if that, indeed, was its ob- 
" jeef, 4)ut they wanted to get the vote first. 
“ The only' object of the vote could be to 
“get iiiforitiation; and wa,s it not then 
“ superfluous, when his ma jesty’rfgovcrii- 
“ mt nt had atlvised his yiajesty to proflev 
“ that information, on winch only an In- 
“ quiry could l>e founded r—It might h«« 
“ that tills information shoAld not be 
“ deemed snflfieient; but why not wait to 
“see? Wlicrc could be the mighty dif- 
“ licence between .Saturdav Smd Monday r 
“ Til is, however, would be (|uitc incon- 
“ sistent; it wouhi be too tleliberative for 
“ the bon. gentlemen opposite. Oh. no, 
“ say they, vve will wait for no informa' 
“ tion ; it is unnece.ssary’ to us: we will 
“ en(|iurc first, and get information af'ter- 
“ w'ards. One hon. gentleman, how'ever, 
“ feared when the papers did arrive they 
‘“ w'ould not be found satisfactory; if so, 
“ why then papers more so might lie 
“ mdved lor, but how’ could the question 
“ be ailected by waiting to see; what 
“ fould the loss of a day or few hours 
signify ? Anotlier hon. gentleman had 
“ spoken of Purliumentary tactics; indeed 
“ it was a science in which thgy seemed 
miserably deficient; they bad terribly 
“ mismanaged tlicir manoeuvres on 'the 
“ first night of the session. If they were 
“ wise, they w'ould have proposed tire Mo- 
“ tion of this night as an Amendment to 
“ the mniiuii for the Address, in place of 
“ pre-judgiug tlie (]uestirin as they did, 
“ and now moving for an Inquiry into it 
“ (Hear, hear!) But that would not do; 
“no; they were myre confident: they 
“ would bear down all precedent; they 
“ would,shi;w their strength, and carry a 
“ motion Mich as had never been made 
“before! f Hccr, Aehr .'j Perhaps, genlle- 
“ men opposite might say, there never be- 
“ fore v as such an occasion. (Loud cheers 
from the opposition.)" Even ii'there was 
“ not, it still became a‘ny assembly which 
“ wished to curry even a shew of, justice, 
“ to deliberate befi.re they decided; toin- 
“ quird before they condemned. (Hear!) 
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" They could never adopt the course of 
Uie gentlemen opposite; condemn tirst 
''sand try afterwards. They were at vari- 
" ance to-inght with their first night's 
" proceedings; t/tm they came with a 
" sweeping, prejudging condemnation; 
" now they tacitly acknowledged that they 
" were then wrong, and made a motion to 
" enquire. They were equally wrong in 
" both cases, bccan.se, in the first case, they 
S‘ condemned without cnejuiry, and in the 
“ second they enquired without informa- 
" tion Chear, /lear.'j. ’It was » curious 
" kind of justice; a castigat adiupie specip.s 
" of proceqfliug which he hoped no Brit- 
“ ish House of Commons ever would adopt. 
" But justice was not the ob ject; at least, 
" it wa.s only a nominal object: the real 
“ object, that for wdiicb cverj' nerve was 
" strained, aiul every slicw even of com- 
" moil decency cast aside, wast/ie removal of 
" Ministers. On such an occasion it would 
“ be idle tcTcondescend to forms; it would 
*' be unnecessary to attend to regular 
“ modes of proceeding ; inquiry would 
“ be orderly, and therefore it should not 
"be adopted; no, eveiy thing but the 
“plain object of interest was to be over- 
“ leaped, and the grand point of removal 
ami condemnation carried by storm. 

“ Down lliey came to the house for the 
** purpose, full charge.; nothing coutd 
'' withstand their self-supposed strength ; 
“ numbers, popularity, confidenecy weak- 
" ness of the ministry, all gave them as- 
“ surance of .sureess. Alas! what g sad 
“disappointment! totally (liscomfitiyl ]r 
“ there never, he believed, was a more 
" dispirjtcd set of men; the house had 
“ shevin them their mistake; their woeful 
“ error! It had let them see pretty plain- 
“ 1\' that it would not be led or hood-vAnked. 

*' They had at length fatally discovered 
“ that the House of Commons of England 
*' would not pledge itself to enquire until 
“ it saw whether enquiry was nece.ssarj’. 

“ He hoped it neVer would be so unjust or 
" so inconsistent. All that ministerscoulcl 
do they had done ; they had proflered 
“ papers which, in their opinion, wouhl 
*' be sufficients to throw ample light upon 
*' the subject. It was to be .seen whether 
*' they were mistaken'or not in their con- 
“jecture a.s to the importance of those 
*' papers; whether they would be suflici- 
"ently explanatory, and, if not, what 
“ points they Idft undetermined. Then 
/' wojild bq the time to demand more, until 
" even the most sceptical were sati.sfied ; 

** what more ministers should Itave done. 


“ lie could not see,"——Demand more 
papers: Aye, we all remember what de- 
mandtng palters produced in the case of 
Lord Wellesley. Yes, yes; demanding 
papers is the effectual wav. and the only 
effectual fvay. of tom;/j,«ilefeating all in¬ 
quiry. Papers, indeed ! What papers 
arc wanted to make out to u.s the truth oT 
Loj-d Porchcs'tcr’s charge, “ thatthe flower 
“ of our army had been sent,to perish in 
“ the charnel-houses of Walcheren; that 
“ the ministers had shamefully' washed the 
"means of the country; that they had 
“ killed the hope of our allies; that they 
" had, Iw this expedition, made this king- 
“ dom the laughing stock of Europe; and 
“ that, as our enemies had declared, the 
“ expeditions of our ministers, were ad- 
“ vantages only to Eranec.” Is there a 
man in all England, who has the smallest 
doubt upon this subject ? Is there one single 
man, who wants papers of ally sort to con¬ 
vince himof the truth of these propositions ? 
Wliy, then, was the House to wait for pa¬ 
pers s-Thc truth evidently enough is, that 

the very promise of papers, in the Speech, 
wjs intended toprevent an inquiry at the Bar of 
the House. If the papers had been waited 
for, then a discussion would have talten 
place upon them. More would have been 
moved for by the ministers themselves, if 
uobodv else would have moved for them; 
thus tFie thing would have drawled out; 
%nd, at last, the decision would have been 
grounded upon what ? Why, upon just 
such evidence as the tniaisters chose to lay 

before the House. -Papers, such as those 

which the ministers mean to lay before the 
house, may be )»eccssary, during an in¬ 
quiry; l)ut, to hold them out as something 
to [irevcntthe adoption of Lord Porchestcr’s 
motion, did certainly’- require more confi¬ 
dence than any man but ‘Mr. Perceval 
could be c.xpected to possess. The House 
agrees, that there have dreadful evils 
arisen, since it lasts met. ‘Let us, then, 
sa\’%oiic of its iiiefnbers, inquire into the 
conduct of those, who have had the 
management of the nation’s affairs since 
that tirag, the ministers. Oh, no! say the 
ministers, ilon’t do that; stop till we lay' 
oMr .Tfojji before you ; and, thqji you will 
see whether there be ground for inquiry or not. 
Was there any thing but,t!iis wanting to 
completeHhe series of insults, which this 
Nation has been compelled to 'endure, or, 
•at least, has endured, for these two years 
past .> What I the parties accused say to 
their accu.sef.s: stay, do not institute'an 
inquire, till j»ou have read oitr papers: 

y 2 
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becaase those papers may convince you,’ 
that no inquiry is necessary ! Never was 
there in this world any thing so coolly 
impudent as this. These accused persons 
would be a pretty set of fellows indeed, 
if they were t« produce any papers, 
tending to i^ew (hei^own guilt! It is 
their papers, that the public want: the 
public want an investigatioh*at the of 
the Hquse of Commons, and an examina¬ 
tion bf evi^nch of all sorts, and from all 
qujirters; and it wants to see, that, in con¬ 
sequence of such an examination, some¬ 
thing shall be done, and soine- 

thing like satirfactioa given to the public; 
eomething that may.operate in th% way of 

aecuritjf for the future. -^'Fhe rest of Mr. 

Perceval’s speech was inthholdwiy of 
xsr angling for place; and, (juite c:()ns<ilatory 
it roust be to this abused na'ion, to hear 
what it beard from him in this speech. 
Oh! Napoleon! thine is iiKlccd a JutLy 
star ! Never couldst tliou, even in thy 
nio.st sanguine mo!iiei;t.s, ija\c tJrejmed, 
tliat jGijgluncI would have been in 'Iier pre¬ 
sent plight ! — And, so, this little g( jitJe-- 
inan, when a nintiun is made for inquiry 
into the conduct of himself and his col> 
lc;')gues, in expending several millions of 
money for the blowing vp of a basm, at 
which the enemy laughs,'and in sending 
60 many thousands of fine men, as ISIr. 
Windham said, “ to their grave, to be ex- 
“ tinguished amidst the miasin-ata of Wa)- 
chtTcn, ter go out like a candle in a 
"vault;” when* a motion is made fur in¬ 
quiry as to such a matter, he, the king’s 
bead minister, banters'lis opptlnenls upon 
their failure in what he ^alls their “ par¬ 
liamentary tactics,’* and runs on for half 
an hour in a gleeful strain about ma jorities 
qf votes in that House. —r-Mr. Tic.a.c v, in 
answer to thv "peech of Mr. Perc eval, ob- 
aei'vcd “ upon the manner in which the 
” right lion, gentleman had treated the two 
" propcisitiuiu that bad come from that 
*' sMe ol’the Housi-, The right hon.^gen- 
" tlcman had said a great deal of*lheir 
" confidence in tlieir own slrcngth, and of 
" their (1isap|3uiiilntent on tlic first m,.■h^ 
" but h« believed that the surprise was 
« with tliel'ighthon. gentleman, at finding 
" himself ISor in a minority, and theeliccis 
of tliat suiqn ize had appeared in the 
'• altered manner of the right Inn. gcntlc- 
'• man since. He w'as now upon his still!,, 
*' self assured, and quite changed fron'i 
" that humble and subdued tone, in which 
he had on the first night ij^rown himself 
" upon the house, an.l fold them, that he 
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" must snorMy his Sovereign, now he 
“ oallcd upon the house to stand by biiii. 

" One gentleman under the gulh «•« 

" dealing out his rompliments on the pre- 
*' sent auniinistration, had forgot that he 
" was applying'to what.M,,^e encomiuins 
" he had intended for what mid been. 1 Ins 
" noble lord alluded to was no longer at.^ 
" the head of the War-department; and 
“ notwitlistmidiiig that versatile variety ot 
“ powers ihatvluid enabled lord Liverpool 
‘t to take the circuit of all the dij/'crcnt 
" ojices tft/ie State, yet it remained to be 
" proved tint he w.'.s as etlicicnt for liis 
" present Miu.ition as Ins pied(jcesscr. The 
" case of Jiiii.'imi Ayi ts iliat had been cited 
" was nut in p'liiit, for thcMc had i'cen in- 
“ 'joi-y ; and tin- uidorliiaato (lilicer who 
" had l(,.vl the cuiiimand of that cxpcdiiioii 
“ had been broke. It had btcVi said ih it. 
“ the public, notwithstanding li.c nature ot 
" ilie prei ions question, might turni wre 'g 
" notions of it, Tlie puldic tiu not tecn- 
“ nic.illy mider.stind it, hut practicullv 
" they uii.'eistood it as well as they did, and 
" H'culd t!;in!k. it. a liick lo dclVai ijupiry. 
" 7’iiere was no need of fun in r niqin/y 
“ bcf(»re the present motion— t/u: c.Uiuuili/ 
“ Wits uut.)rioi;s. If he see a man dead 
•* with tw'( nty gashes in his Iii.' .d, and tliai 
“ when :t was p'rouosed il' .. ll;py go bc- 
'» fore 1 he (ioroncr (just vi hat was j)i<)|>o.'-ed 
“il the cc.iSn), some iiie siimdd 

" objtitfl, Ao, in', iicv. r niiiid liie Coi. iior 
'• —but here is a tienllenian who will tell 
“ li^his story aliout it—aye—hut he may 
che mnid<Ter himself (alaugh). With 
" respect to the promise of inquiry in hi.s 
" majesty’s Speecli, it w as all v^ry good, 

" and he had great rospctl fijr it, and so 
“ forth*only he did not believe one syl- 
" lable, of it-.-thut was all —(a lani’h )— 
" fertile House, w'ould rcmciniier that they 
" had promises of a similar nature ; nay, 

“ much stronger; and they all knew what 
" became of iheirf. It was not papers he 
" wanted, but riea vote evidence at the 
liar ef that II ,iise~uotliing else would 
’• do. No gentleman had tha boldness to 
" .speak of a Select L'oumittec, or even a 
" Private Committee—\t must be a Com- 
“ iniltee of ii;e whole House. It had been 
" said tlipi the o’^|cv,l^)f tins motion is to 
“ turn out the present Ministers, and it is 
“ whimsical enough too, that the right 
“ hon. gentleman hiimelf gravely states 
" this as an objection to*the motion, as if 
" even if that event should take place it' 
“ would be so deplorable a catastropite. He 
" (Mr. Tiy openly avow'ed he widied to 
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get them out, and he sincerely wished 
** that the present motion inigiit he attend- 
" Al with that desirable effect. He con- 
‘‘ eluded with stating it as his upinioQ, that 
the confidence of the comtiy in that Home 
*' was shaken, and that it did seriously be- 
" hove the bouse upon that occasion to en- 
" deavour to retrieve it. He did not blame 
»' a Noble Lord (Castlereagh) and a right 
*• hon. Gentleman (Canning) for the silence 
"•observed by them—but “he confessed 
“ iiimself anxious to know tvhelher they 
“ would oppose the original mofion for 
" imjuiry.”-; —Lord ('astlere\c:h did 
vote^ for the ■inquiry ; but, Mii. Canning j 
voted against it ; and, in this respect, as in 
most others, siticf they have been out of 
office, their cqnJuct does present a very 
striking cuiitru.st. -Sir Samuei. Uo>iil¬ 

ly, in a mo*t admirable speech, sii|'|.'.>iU‘d 
the motion. “ Why,” said he, '• sii.juld 
" the minister reject inquiry, it he oc so 
“ confident of the wisdom of tl»e expedi- 
" tion r NV'hal arc we to think of ministers, 
who are for slaving off'niquiry upon such 
“ grounds?* He solemnly dcci.i.vd, tliat 
the house was now uixm its liial heivue 
the country ; Uiid hecxprossi-l his.-stonisii- 
inent, that there should be ju rsoiis to sup¬ 
port the presentmiiiis;er,upo.itnccround of 

his being ihe km^’s defender. -'I’liis is, to 

be .sure, a very rich topic. Wr. Percevaf 
said, during the fir.Nt night’s debate, tiiat 
Lords.Grenville and Grey having i-Sfnsed 
to come into his views, and to make part 
of a ministry along with him, he fe4t it 
to be his duty to stand by his sovcreii^ts-; 
and, Mr. Charles Yorkc said, that he sup¬ 
ported him, because he had stood by his 

sovereign. -^I'iicse are pretty sigipticant 

words, and words that one might have ex¬ 
pected net lo hear made use'of towards a 
king, in honour of whom IMr. Yorke told 
IIS (in answer to Sir Francis Hurdett) that 
ivery heart in the country rejoiced on the 
day of the Jubilee^ Now, to stand by a 
person means, not only that such person, 
n, in some measure, sustained by jum, but 
tliat he is attacked, fix, at least, that he is 
likely to be attacked in some way or oiiier, 
and that, too, IVy assailants, wl^om if Uft 
to himself, he would bp unable to resist. 
Without the existence, or .assumed exi-st- 
ence, of these circumstances, to talk of 
standing by a persuiiNs downright nonseivse, 
and especially lo *take merit to yourself 
lor such standing'by. —=—^Well, then, is it 
hjready came to this, that the king, in ho¬ 
nour of whom the Jubilee was held, is in 
isuch a state, that he needs .the Jtrotcction 
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ot Mr. Perceval and Mr. Croker and Mr. 
Richard Ryder and the rest of the men 
cornpQsing the present ministry, and 
which ministry was left in a minority on 
the secomi division that took place in the 
House ol Commons ? Is it already com® 
to this?—^—But, what are we to think of 
those ministers, those servants of the king» 
who»use bis name in this way ; vyho hold 
him forth to the parliaraei)^ and the^ na¬ 
tion, as being under their exclusive pro¬ 
tection ; as taking shelter under «th^r 
shield ? And who, in so doing, do, in ef. 
fec^ say : " those who tk) wot vote for us 
“ are enetnies qf the king ?” What are we 

to think of socli ministers?-Yet, this 

is not only iheit language, but the lan¬ 
guage of all their partizaiis ; and, in the 
case of the recent election at Osifw d, all 
those who voted for Lord Grenville were 
impudently dcnoininated enemies to ihe 
king > Courtiers have, in all times; the 
trading courtiers, in all times, have en¬ 
deavoured to identify themselves with 
the king, and to make opposition to them 
pass for disloyalty ; but, 1 do not believe, 
that this was ever carried to a length any 
thing a|iproachmg that which it has now 
reached. Of one lUing, however, 1 afh 
quite sure, and that is, that if this doctrine 
were to be saneiioned by the parliament, 
the inevitable consequence would be, the 
creation of real dhloyalty ; for, it would be 
iiTtpossible for human naturp to endure 
an existence under charges so false, so in¬ 
jurious, and so insnitiug. -Mr. Pon- 

soNBY ioucl)pd upoi^vcry part of the sub¬ 
ject in a brief waj'^ut ill a very masterly 
one indeed. Hw speech contains senti¬ 
ments that will be to be often repeated here¬ 
after, and, therefore, I will insert it, as I 
find it reported iu*the Times news-paper. 

-“ He thought that the right hon. gen- 

tleman opposite hud rais-sluted the ques- 
“ tion, where he said it was i^mere ques- 
“ tion between Fridhy and Monday—a 
" mere (]uestioii as to the propriety of 
“ w'ailing a few hours, or deciding imme- 
" diatcly. It was no such question : the 
" only question was, whether that house 
“ would do its duly, or defer it«iii conipli- 
“ ment to the minister.— {Hear, hear!) 
•• The minister desired the house to wait 
“ for his informatiuii ! w'hd ever heard of 
"such a reJJue.st on the part ol /he uccu- 
‘|sed? Clieur!) In courts of justice, if a 
‘^prisoner was to say to the Judge, '* Wait, 
" do not condemn me, wail in comjilai- 
" sance to iBy merit, and you shall 
" Aear in time wl^ut a famous story I shall 
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** fell you,” who would ever think of 
*' paying him attention ? (Hear, hear !) 

*• Why should parliament wait one ftio- 
ment ? Why were not the papers on 
the table the §rst day of the, session ? 
" Let the answer which the minister ad- 
** vised the king to make to the Corpora- 
tion of the City of London be recol- 
“ lected. “■ He did not think it necessary 
" " to institute ^iny enquiry into the con- 
" “ duct of his Commanders by sea or 
** land, hut Iqft it to the wisdom of fiis par- 
“ liament to proceed as they thought pro- 
" per.” (Hear, hear !) Parliament I^d 
now met, and why should it nofc ininie- 
** diately proceed ? " It was the first time 
" he believed in the history ofjihe country, 
** in which, in times of great national ca- 
“ lamit}', the house of Commons of ling- 
land was desired to wait on the pleas«ii;e 
of the minister! (Hear, hear') 'Ihciiii- 
*' nister said, it wouki be preposterous to 
vote inquiry, and then ask for inibrma- 
" tion : yes, so it would, if the hqiise w’as 
" to stint itself to the .scanty information 
“which he would give it j hut it would 
“ do no such thing—it would reject his 
ofleretl and unnecessary information, 
and ill its own wisdom, proce eding on 
its own grounds, probe the calamity to 
the bottom. The Miniiter also said, 
“ that the Amendment on the first night 
“ went to prejudge the question, anil in 
“ this also huw’as luistaken ; the Amend*- 
“ nient only went the length of stating 
“ that the iixj.ttiitio.i was a great ] ublic 
“calamity. Was aii^nquiryt necessary 
“ now to a-scertain that An Inquiry was 
“ indeed necessary : not^ however :o as- 
*• certain whether the Expedition was 
“a calamity or not, but to asctstairt to 
“ whom the calamity*^ was imputable. 
“ This was the only object of the > ropostd 
Inquiry, and condemnation would of 
*' course follqw the discovery. Contlemna- 
“ tion of the culprit, v^hcever he nnght be, 
“was indeed impcriou.s!y dcnuinddd.— 
““The enemy has declared (said Mr. 
“ Ponsorihy) li’.nt il.e Cenias of France 
“ conducted tire J’riii.sli aimy to perish in 
“ the pestilential inai-'Iics ol' Walehcren.” 
"No; it was not t!ie (;<•:.iv.s of France, 
“ but the Demon of England—a weak. 
“ divided, distfacted, and ineqpable nd- 
“ ministration; ill thought of Ly all, and 
" suspected by thcm.selves ; cuntemneu 
“ by the country, and divided against oni 
another ; their very leader—he who 
" comiitended the finance/ of the im- 
“ tion, declaring himseU' Innocent beetpse 

* / 
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“ he was ignorant. Behold the pictui'e of a 
“ British "Ministry! ! (Hear, hear, hear!) 
•• Why should Buonaparte wage hostility 
“ again-st the country of which such men 
“are the Ministers What need has he 
“ of his great power and talents to cope 
“ with their insincerity to themselve.s, and 
“ their incapacity in their offices ? (Hear, 
" hear!) men who were unanimous that 
“ their inefficient colleague should be 
“ dismissed, y^t allowed him to remain 
“*in power—allow'cd him to conduct the 
“ greatcA Expciliiion which ever left 
“ our coast, on which the eyes of F.ng- 
“ land were fixed, and the fate of Europe 
“ depended — kst they should hurt his fcel- 
ings > (Loud tries of he/'r!) Men who 
" were content to send our brave soldier* 
“ to their grave—content to squander the 
" treasures of the country—content to 
“ tarnish our national name, in thehopeof 
“ finding some colourable,/or tvcor- 
“ ctliir^ the Noble J.orf s feelings to his inca- 
" pacify! Where was their consideratioii 
“ for the honour of their country ? Where 
“ for the fame of the army? \Vhere for 
“ tlie fecling.s of the people who had com- 
■' mitted suih a trust into their hands? 
“ {Hear, hear!) and yet now is it to be 
“ endured, that one of those men should be 
“ tr.v.isfened to the head of the present 
“ Administration, and demanding the 
“ confidence of that house, desire it to ab- 
“ st.iinTrom all inquiry into their inisfor- 
“ times, I ill lic should think proptr to give 
I “ ii f’i* iriformauon. We h.ive indeed ex- 
“ f'ericiiced many calamities. We have 
“ tolerated innumerable sufli*rings and 
“privations; but if this demand is this 
“ irighf»ftccei!ed to ; if suck a minister ob- 
“ tam.s the confitlenee of this house, then 
“ 7naUgnm!l men enough imri}' he found in 
“ the nation,' to pnonoimce its greatest ca-' 
I “ lamity—SE'CH A IIOFSE OF COM- 

“ MOfi'S!”-OJi ! nialignanl men ! And, 

why not \ ery good-natur^'d and very honest 
men, .Sir r \N hy, the fact is. Sir, that, 
it is, as j'ou well know", and as not a man 
of you can or will deny it is. Sir, owing 
to the Jlousc of Commons ; owing wholly 
to the HuKbe of Commons, that this mi¬ 
nistry has ever been,in power, and, of 
course, that they have done what you and 
your colleagues charge them w'itli having 
done. Why, then, talk of malignant 
men ? Why call those mt^ malignant, who 
fliink, that such a House of Commons is 
the nation's greatest calami^ /-How 
doe.s the ^'ase stand? Why, you tell us, 
that these ministers have squandered tlte 
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treasure bf the country; that they have 
uselessly sacrificed the lives of thousands 
«t''<bvave men; that they have sent our 
soldiei-s to tlieir grave, content to squan¬ 
der the treasure of the people, content to 
tarnish our national name, in the hope of 
finding some pretext for turning out Lord 
Castlcreagh. You tell us, that they arc a 
weak, divided, distracted set of men; ill- 
thuuglit of by all, and suspected bytliem- 
salves; contemned by the country and <li- 
vided against one anolber; their very 
leader declaring himself innocent •nly be¬ 
cause he is ignorant. You t(‘ll ns, in so 
many words, that they are ” the Demon of 
England.” Now, Sir, if this be true, and 
if the House of Commons still keep these 
men in power, would those men l)e“ ma- 
lignaiil,” who should pronounce “ such a 
House of ^Commons” to be the nation’s 
greatest calamity ? Would none but " ma¬ 
lignant” men entertain such an opinion? 
Would it require malignily to pronounce 
to be the nation’s greatest calamity, that 
which should support “ the Demon of Eng¬ 
land':” That which alone .'•hould be found 
able and willing to prolong the existence 
of that, which you have rejiiesented to be 
the greatest cur.^c that ever befcl any 

nation ?-You should. Sir, it appears 

to^iuc, have said, with the Edinburgh Ite- 
vicieers, that, if parliament does not no^*' 
do what it ought; thafif it snjiports, or 
stands ly,” wliat you call “ the Dtmon of 
England” you will give your voice for a 
rrform qf that parliament. It appeals to 
mo. Sir, that there is no getting out of tlus. 
These men are ministers in consequence 
of the support of the ftouse of Commons; 
that support has enabled them to.do all 
those things which induces you <o call 
them “ tire Demon of England ;” and, if, 
after this, the House still supports them, 
by voting them innocent, or by voting 
that there is no need for trying tiicm, 
one of two things must be ; either that 
your description of the mini.sters is 
incorrect, or, that the House of Com¬ 
mons, as now qpustituted, is the na¬ 
tion’s very greatest calamity, and, of 
course, that airy one may calljt so, with¬ 
out being chargeable^with •‘malignily.” 

-SirErancis BtuDETT,onthc bringing 

up the Report of the Addre&s, in answer to 
the Speech, took the real solid ground. 
He ascribed all &'ur calamities and dis¬ 
graces to the sta'le of the House of Com- 
•luon^ He took a view of the shocking 
transactions which had occurred since the 
neuse last metj “ and yet,’* says he. 


we see just I he same sort of majorities at 
“ usual.” Yes, just the same sort, and 
just the same m amountj as if there had 
been no murderous expeditions, and no 
pistolling ministers. There is no one who 
has the impudence to denj>^ (hat thepeopU 
of this country feel inijignant at what ha* 
taken place ; that the whole notion parti- 
cipafes in the‘feelings expressed by the 
city of London; yet, there w'^s, in tha 
lluu.se of Commons a deerdtd majoriiy 

against a vote of censure. -M r. PoNspNav 

has luld us, that the present ministry is 
“ llm Demon of England ;” he Has tohl us, 
thud they sacred Lord Cusilereagh to send onr 
army to perish in HoUanti that th^ might haven 
prctcil fn getting him out of his place. 'J'liis 
is, in [.i.iiii English, what Mr. Pon.sonby 
has told us. Well, then, tohatmust that as¬ 
sembly be, v:ho shall be found to support such 

mthislcrsF -There is no getting nut of 

this. The house will punish flip ministers, 
or it will not. I say punish, because the 
mere putting them out of their places is no 
satisfaclltn of justice, supposing them to 
be guilty ; it is not answering the ends of 
responsibility. Well, then, the House will 
punish them, or it will not. If it doea 
punish them according to the magnltuik; 
of the charge which Mr. Ponsonhy has 
preferred against them, why, then, oiia 
may yet have hopes of belter days, even 
without a reform of Parliament; but, if it 
dries not puni.sh them according to the 
magnitude of their alledged drimes ; nay, 
,if it docs nut puiiisli tl^m at all; still more, 
if it does not put out; aye, if it stri] 
supports tkfm. dc^res tliem worthy of its 
confidence, andcii^ain heaps the treasure 
of the nation into their hands ; again com¬ 
mits the trea.sure,the honour, the life-blood 
of the nation to tibe disposal of •• the De¬ 
mon of England if it docs this, what will 
the people say ? Why, they must say one 
of two things; cither that the llou.se otighi 
instantly to be rrformed, or tlTat Mr. Pon- 
sonby’s description of the ministry is not 
true. ——Before I quit this subject, I must 
notice a pa.s$age in Mr. Charles .Yorke’s 
answer to Sir Francis Bcruett, on the 
2.5th. This was a most curiouj ansuxr to 
be sure. Never was there, I byliwe, such 
an answer to such a speech. Tlie piissags 
I have alluded to was tlds: “ The hoo. 
“ Baronet^iiad stated that this country was 
j' in great danger. He agreed with him 
1 ' as to the danger, but not as to his means 
\of extricating us from it; for if they 
'\should be adopted, the country he feared, 
<‘^ould be rui^d. He did vot think th* 
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•* great danger of the country was from a 
“foreign enemy, but that it arose and was 
“ engendered much nearer home. He * saw 
" it most formidable' in the dissensions ex~ 

“ isting among ourselves, and frorp a prcva- 
“ Icnce of opinrons uttered in tliai House, 

“ and spread all around lo make us hate one 
“another {Hear, hear!) .The exagge- 
" rated manner in which opinions vw;re 
“ uttered in tUat house, gave an opportu- 
" nity to persons disuffeclcd lo the (government 
“ to act uiidi r tlieir authority, and to turn 
“ them to tlie most niisfme\ ous purposes; 

" and eveiy expn.ssion lending to 
" thegorerniurnt in the opinion of.the poo- i 

“ pie was greatly to*be deprecated.”-| 

This is Mr Yorke’s old dogtrine. lie, j 
upon the lirst motion relative to the Duke 
of York^s tilhiir, discovend, that there 
was a " Jacobinical Conspiracy against i(ie 
house of Drunpuick anil now lie can see 
no danger from aforcigr eiwmy ; the fleet 
and arsenals in the Scheldt and all the. other 
mighty means of the greatest coriipicror 
that the world ever saw; all these appear 
to excite no terror in the staid and settled 
mind oi Mr. Yorke, who can seem* danger 
but that which arise.s froni the little liueuy ! 
cj the press, which is yet in existem-c. lie j 
says, that our danger arises Irom mem¬ 
bers of paviiainent expressing opinions, 
which give a sanction lo penons i)IS.\F- 
FECTED TO THE GOVERNMENT, 
to circulate ,$uch opinions, and to lurb 
them to the nnyit mischievous piirpuse.s. 
So, then, Mr. Yorke* knows, it seems, of-j 
“ persons disaffected ^ the gc^Lvnmcnt .f” 
Why' did he not nam,' them And he 
knows of these, too, at tlie same time that 
he tells Sir Francis, that nei'cr was there so 
unanimous a feeling and expression of loy¬ 
alty as at the time of the t'othei -day ju¬ 
bilee. Wrll* then, if this was so, these 
“ persons disaffected to the g&cemmait*' can¬ 
not be .very numerous; and, yet, it seems, 
that Mr. Yorlte thinks them more ibrmida- 
ble than any foreign enemy, tlioogh the 
king, in the Speech, dues think it worth 
while to tell the parliament, that “ to 
guard his dominions against his inve- 
“ terate enemy will require the 
“ forts of vigilance, fortitude, and perse- 
“ verance.’' Yet Mr. Yorke sees no 
danger from " aybmgn enemy h.e sees 
no danger.but from “ persons'llisaflected 
“ to the government,” in the midst of 

nation full of loyalty !- “ He saw ou/ 

“ danger most formidable in the dissen- 
tions existing amongst ofirselves, 

" from a prevalence of^o|iinions utteud 
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“ in that House, and spread all around to 
“ make us hate one another.*’ Why, tliere_ 
is, indeed, some truth in this ; aim, I sifp- 
pose that these assertions of Mr. Yorke 
about “ pasons. disaffected lo the govern¬ 
ment,’* are intended to 'work in the way 
of conciliation, and to make us LOVE one 
another! 1 said, at the time when it was 
first asserted, that Canning and Casllc- 
rcagh had been pistolling one another ; I 
said, tlien, that i wondered, that the Jaco- 
Ifins v.erc not aciuscd of being the cause of U. 

-W'lflU I should have asked of Mr. 

Yorke, liow. ver, li.id 1 been iu the House, 
is this: “ fr/io «7\ the [.ei.son*, disaliecied 
“ to the goveriimeni r” J uould have hail" 
an .m.swer to tiii-s; for, if’there be siu-h 
persons, they ouglit to bo poimed out by 
name; and, if ilnre be none such, it is 
doing the* nation flagrant iripistiee to siy 
thar there arc ; bi‘.%ides gh ing groat cn- 

ffiuia‘.;cmeni to the enemy.;- Ccrt.'iin 

minds apjjcar lo be formed tor ilio blood¬ 
ing over and the bate lung of suspicions; 
for tlie imagining <>t the exi'-tence of con- 
spiraeies and tn a'cuis; and, tlimigli the 
intention ni.tv be voitl of lualicc, as in the 
ease of jMr. Voike I am lo.iviiieeil it is, 
yet, it reqiiiies l.ur a vi ry litile- of •-obt-r 
rt flection to loake one perceive, ih.’.t, to 
"ivc wav to the siirfadiii" around of .suvb 
suspieioiis must ^irodiue implaeahie re¬ 
sentments; for, tliire is, peiiiap-., nothing 
so galfing as fal.e accu aiions of a'.y .sort, 
and particularly of this sort, whii h ha've, 

[ it isciotorious, in vaiious instances, created 
‘tbsit very disaflectioii, which they (ul-ely 

alledged to be already in existence.- 

HI. 'I'lie Motion of I.oiii) CotuntxE, re¬ 
lative ta Lord Gambia’s Court JJaihal, aii^d 
w'hieh motion was made on tlie ^Dth of 
January, wns'“ for the Mindtes qf the 
“ Et'idmce of that Court Martial to he laid 
" btfore the House,” in orilu* that the 
House might, prc\ioij.sly to voting thanks 
to Lord Gambier for hi| t-xploits in and 
Vear Basque Hoads, see whether he deserved 

any thanks. -1 shall here-insert Lord 

Cochrane’s Speech, aa 1 find it in the 
Statesman news-paper. “ Lord Cochrane 
“ ill a speech of some leng'lh, entered into 
" a detail of the circnjnstances attending 
“ the attack on the enemy’s fleet in the 
“ Basque Roads. Lord Gambier-'-had 
“ neglected his signals, and failed to sup- 
port him in a full and ^efficient manner. 
" The object in view, the destruction of 
“ the enemy’s fleet, he thought not suffi- 
" ciently^accomplished, when more might 
have been done. According to nil 
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" own account. Lord, Gambler had de- 
" lay; UK) support him for more than four 
“ honft; but according loins (Lord C.’a), 
•' ho liad d<»ne so for nioie tlniu six, and 
“ when at last ho took up tbit position 
“ which it would have been advisable tor 
" him to have taken earlier, the enemy’s 
*• sh.ps wore out of our tom h. He pledged 
" himself hj all lliaf was valuable to him as a 
7nan, to prtroe that the conduct of tite Court 
f‘ M9rtml on fmtl Gambler’s trial, was 
“ such us they ought to blush fur. l ie con- 
“ tended, that to give the thanks of*thc 
House to an, Glli'-a r, wli.') had been 
" tried for his life, who liad nt)t gone in 
“ to iho enemy, but who had been out of sight 
“ during thewhok actim, would be doingthat 
“ for which no precedent could be found. 
“ He called ugoii the House to insist on 
“ the production of the Minutesofthe trial. 
" Tho.';e produced, he pledged himsr'f to 
“ shot:', that the ('giirl Martial had proi'cd it- 
“ stfpnriial in a nianntr vrnvorthy of a ( ourt 
" of Law. He would prove that the 
“ ('harge and li^e Evidence were contrary 
“ to law; thut conlrudu iions had been given 
•• on oath by the’same trtdcnce; yet i.'iey 
“ weie admitted hy the Judge Advocate. 

“ The House ought to he on their guard 
“■ against giving into motions of that sort, 
“ as by those means Government might 
“ screen theni.selves from merited lepro- 
“ liation, and gam for a man «hose par- 
" liamentary influenee they wanted, Ine 
“ higlieSt honours they could hesUnv, 
“ lanvcver unworthy the object. It would* 
“ screen themselves from the censure they 
“ deserved, for appoindiig an officer to a 
•" station thesdulics of which he was in- 
competent to discharge. ' If he did jiot 
" prove all he had iinfh-rtalven to prove, 
“ when they acceded to his motion, 
" he would resign the honoiiis his Mtffesty 
“ had bestowed upon him, and consign hunself 
*' to the contempt and obloquy he should in 
“ that case deserve. Hew wished Ministers 
" would give such a pledge to-prove their 

“ statements.”-Now, it appears to me, 

that even the friends of l.x>rd (iainbier 
should, after hearing this speech,from such 
a person, have joined in the call ftr the 

Minutes.- Mk. Peiic^va4. moved an 

amendment, that is to say, he- moved to 
put the word Sentence, instead of the word 
Miimes! Let us have hj/j speech, however, 
from the same paper;* and then we shall 
have both sides. " The Chancelloii of 
“ th®^xcH%QUER ilid not rise exactly to 
“ but to amend the motion. That 

“ House was the only tribuntll competent 


« to decide on the policy of the Expedi- 
“ tion to tlie Selie.lili; but that case dif- 
" fered ftiati riidly from the present. If 
“ the Minutes of the trial vvf re to be pro- ' 
" dneed, it must be to review the conduct 
« of the Court, and not to levrse the sen- 
" teller-. lAird Gambier had been accused, 

•• and had been . honourably acquitted. 

" Whatmow did the Noble liiird do ? He 
“ advanced similar charges. J3ut could 
“ the Hiuese technically folluw him, so as 
“■to reverse the opinion of ihc Admirals 
“ and Capl.iins composing >he Couit-Mar- 
" tial } / The Noble Lord had asserted 
“ that the House sjiould be careful how’ 
“they acceded to motions of thanks, as 
“ Goverimient, to .strengthen tliemselve.s, 
“ would unduly com -lim- iit a man who 
“ had Parliaim-ntary inlli'ence. He never 
liear /1 of any such influence pos.sessed 
“ by Lord Gambier. 'I’he fieflection 
“ throw n on the First Lord of the Admi- 
“ rally was uiiju-vt. Nothing can place 
“ the iiitegrj/y of his conduct in a more 
“ luminous view, than the- appointment of 
“ liie Noble Lord lo tlje coii.iiiand assigned 
“ to him under I,ord Gainbirr. It was a 
“vvi.p choice; the Noble Lord had well 
“justified It; a'lhougii there certainly were 
“ others, who would have been equally success- 
'‘J'ul in theent rprhe. it was, therefoie, an 
“ unhappy remark, to allude to that Noble 
“ Lord ill the maimer that the Noble Lord 
“ opposite had done. The NoWe Loid 
“ had asserted that there w'asmo prosecu- 
“ trf. Why ? Why d^^not the Noble 
' Ijord assume rfiat clnupfler ? Instead of 
“ pn-leiring a direct ^arge against Lord 
“ Gambier, lie 011 I 3 ' tifrew out insinuations 
“ winch compelled that Noble Lord him- 
“ self to demand a Cotjri-MarliaL Upon 
“ the whole he thought the prudut:tiun of 
“ the sentence alone would be sufficient in 
“ the pre.sent instance, , and he should 
“ thi-reforc move as an^ amondnent to 
“ substitute the word “Senteuee” for the 
“ word “Minutes” in the Noble Lord’s 
" motion.” Sir Fr.ancis Burdett sai^ in 
answer to Mr. Perceval, “ that, the pre- 
“ ceding .speakers had saved him the 
“ trouble of proving the right of tlic 
" House to interfere with the sentence of a 
“ Court-Martial. The queslioq tlierelbre 
“ now related l^the propriety of such an 
•“ intn'l'creiice in the present case. ‘If to 
“ prof'e the propriety of such, an inter- 
“ fer^ce he would wish to cite an ex- 
“ trenK case, it vy»old be the present, in 
“ whilst an Officer yt the tharatter of his 
“ NoblS^Friendcame fwward and pledged 
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*' himself to prove the strong facts which 
*' he had so distinctly stated j facts which 
“ required the most serious cuusiderntion. 
" The production of the Sentence alone 
" would be most insufficient. Of the 
Sentence his Noble Friend complained, 
•* and was prepared to shew that it bore 
“ on its face marks ^of the greatest 
** inconsistency. There were circum- 
“ stances connected with it, which 
" common sense, ignorant of tactics, 
* ".would pronounce contradictory. Ilrs 
** nob Ip friend had been taunted* for not 
*' becoming a prosecutor. His nobk friend 
" might not think guilt attai'hed to Lord 
" Gamhicr’s cctnduci,* although it might 
" not deserve the thanks, of tliat House. 
" It therefore appeared to him that his 
" noble friend kindly wished to keep Lord 
" Gambier's behaviour from discussion. 
" Lord Gamhier admitted that there had 
" been a lapse of time, a delay he had 
" been charged with by his noble friend. 
" If there were any difference, the expres- 
" sion of Lord Gambier was the most 
“ pointed. There was an old proverb— 
“ * Time and tide will wail for no man 
" but Lord Gambier seemed to think that 
" both would stay for him. The signal 
" of his noble friend ought not to have 
been disregarded. Had Nelson been as 
" desirous of preserving bis fleet as Lord 
" Gambier, should we have had to boast 
of the,giorious victories of the Nile and 
" Trafalgar, in which he sacrificed the life 
" that had beclMo useful to his counter ? 

The admiral a flei*t should have* 
** greater objects view than the preser- 
“ vation of his shi^. More might have 
been done. His noble friend was the 
*' person who achieved the enterprise, 
" and why shoultl Lord Gambier be 
“ thank'edtbr it? Indeed ministersthem- 
selves tacitly acknowledged this fact, 
** .when^they advised his majesty to give 
*• his noble friehd the Red Riband. If 
“ the motion before the House Ihould be 
acceded to, his noble friend would be 
. ignominiously stripped of his honours ; 
" a ffisgrace which he had not deserved. 
" Ministers would pass sentence on them- 
" selfes in admitting that Lord Gambier 
" did right in disregarding the signals of 
" his noble friend. If he jvere not worthy 
of being attended to, why did they send < 
" him out on such an enterprize ? pould 
" the shoals and batteries cause a ^eater 
" delay, or threaten greater dangerin the 
" morning thaninthf^ ^fbrnoon? fWhen 
* the enemy becaiM less acc^ble it 
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“ seemed we could approach. He con- 
“ eluded, by declaring his firm opinion, 
" that .his noble friend was entitled to have 
" been supported by the noble Lord whose 
" conduct was the object of the present 

“ motion.”-Mn. Yorke said, that 

he was sorry Lord Cochrane had proceeded 
as he had done ; that he had never com~ 
mcmdtd a ship of the line; that he was 
but a young uiliccr, and though he thought 
highly of Risspirit and bravery, bethought, 
it not a little presMuptuous in him to set up 
his judgment against that of captain Stop- 
ford and others, who were captains btfore 
he was born; and that he thought the Admi¬ 
ralty much to blame for appointing the noble 
lord to the conmand of the attack in Basque 
Roads. --This last sentiment was re¬ 

peated by several other persons during 
the debate ; nor, indeed, is it any thing 
more than what was conveyed in that part 
of Lord Gambier’s dispatch, where he say.s, 
that several of the officers, already under 
him, would have done the thing as well as Lord 
Cochrane, or words to that effect; and, 
upon which the public, vvith voice unani¬ 
mous, asked this question : " Why did 
not tlwy do it then, and why did you not 
propose the enterprize ?” As to the 
choice of Lord Cochrane, there was little 
room for c/<oice; for, as 1 have ahvqys un¬ 
derstood to he the case. Lord Cochrane, 
in cuiniug hohie from the Mediterranean, 
tdtik a look into Rastjue Roads., saw the 
situation of the French fleet, hastened up 
•to London the moment he reached the 
land, told the Admiralty what he had seen, 
and offered his services in burning the 
enemy’s fleet. Now, if this was so, the 
Admiralty really had no choice ; or, at 
least, no other choice tlian that of rejecting 
.the proposal or of employing tlie person 
who made it. Lord Gambier might be 
right ; several of his captains might, for 
aught I ^AoWj^havc dune as much as Lord 
Co'chrane did; huk, this we all know, that 
they had lain off' Basque Roads for a long 
time, and that they did not do any thing qf 
the sort. Lord Cochrane, if my informa¬ 
tion be correct, was the origiwuor of tha 
enterprize; it was h*e who ffrst saw the 
practicability. of, burning the enemy’a 
fleet; it was he who proposed it; U was 
he who planned the attack; it was he who 
indicated the meaps; and, would not the 
Admiralty have be^n guilty of shameful 
neglect of their duty, if they had not em¬ 
ployed him to execute the plan ?—n—Hit 
yout^ / Well Mr. Yorke, this is very good, 
after all that we have heard, and all that 
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we know, about the age (f Colonels (f re¬ 
giments ! But, his youth ! Why, my Lord 
Cochraift*, though only thirty, perhaps, 
and though he has never cuminanded a 
ship of the line, has, perhaps, hat) mart ex¬ 
perience, has had more real experience, 
more active experience, than almost any 
man in the navy. And, then, are his sig¬ 
nal intrepidity and still more signal skill 
and resource of mind; are these to pass 
ftfr iKrthing; and is such a man to be 
stiled “ presumptuous," because he sets 
up hi» judgment against that of a mSn, 
" W’ho was a Caplpin kfore he was horn ?" 
Jlge, in such case*, is not to be reckoned 
by the number of days that a man has 
moved upon earth, but by the strength 
and extent of mind, tvith which nature has 
blessed him ; and, without disparagement 
to any man, 1 fiave no hesitation to say, 
that my Lord Cochrane possesses these 
qualities in a degree that falls to the lot of 
but very few men indeed ; and, of this 
opinion, the country, judging of him by 
his deeds, decidedly is with respect to this 

* distinguished olficer. He has, br'-ides, 
so much enthusiasm in the cause of his 
country; such an anient zeal in al! he 
undertakes ; he has been so wedded to 
his noble profession ; he is so completely 
disinterested ; he has a soul t.o devoted to 

. the fame of his country ; that though 1 
doubt not that there may be o^ers equal to 
him in these respects, yet I am warranted 
in believing, that his equals are rarely to 
be found. His mind is stored with all 
the knowledge, various as it is, that his 
profession demands, or that can be useful 
jn it; and to this is added an astonishing 

* perseverance, a never ceasing attention, 
"an activity almost beyond belief. Those 

who have witnessed his conduct in the 
performance of his duty, speak of him in 
strains of encomium truly romantic. And, 
is such a man to be told, that his judgment 
is not to be setupagaintf those, who have 
seen more years than himself How would 
Mr. Yorke have relished this, if offered 
against Mr. Pitt, when he became prime 

minister at the age of tccenty two. -The 

general objection to my Lord Cochwme’s 
V motion appears to have hecn, that to call 
f«r the Minutes would seem to impeach 
J-he integrity of the court-martial; and, 
indeed, so it would. B*it, tvhy were the 
Minutes cal led for ? .Not with a view of 
discrediting the decision of the Court- 
Martial; biftwith a view of shewing, that, 
though aerptuted. Lord Gambierwas, fjom 
what transpired at the Court-Martiah 


worthy qf the thanks of the House qf Com~ 
mans. Therefore, all the danger that was 
apprehended from a precedent of over¬ 
hauling the proceedings of a Court-Mar¬ 
tial was imaginary, as it never could be 
applicable to any case, wlierein’it was not 
proposed to give the thanks of that House 
lo a person, who bad been accused of 
neglect oi' the duty for which he was 
about to be thanked, and who ^d>been 
tried for his life upon that accusation— 
Upon a division, there were 19, who voted* 
for Ijord Cochrane’s motion, and 171, who 
voted agj^nst it; but, before this division 
took place, Loi'd Cochrane stated, “ That, 
“ in consequence oT some conversation 
wliifli bad occurred with some Members 
of the Admiralty Board, it had been 
“ known that he would resist the Vote of 
” Thanks. He had then received the 
“ letter which had been already noticed 
in the debate. His answer to it was— 
“ that one which ought to have been 
“ given; be c/itercd into no personal state- 
" nicnt ; he simply referred to his log- 
“ book. 'J'lierc was no trick, no evasion^ 
“in that'leforciice. The log-book con- 
“ tained all the documents that were ap- 
“ plicable, or ought to be brought forward. 
“ It had been asserted, that he ought to 
“ liave come forward to prosecute ; that 
“ fie ought to have made his charge 
“ boldly, and thrown himself before the 
“ counTry as the author of the charge. 
“ But he was not to be dictated to; he 
•“ fflt'the’seriousness of that^fteet, if urged 
“1)y him ; h«* kne'Vw-’^e responsibi- 

" lity which it woul^draw down; he 
“ thought of admiral oyng.—[Here the 
“ noble lord entered into a series of obser- 
“ vattions on the nature pf the nianceuvres 
“ in Basque Roads, but in a toneyo low, 
“ as to be unintelligible in the gallery.J— 
“ He proceeded to say, that he had im- 
“ posed a great duty and a greatihazard 
“ on himself; but he felt nimself adequate 
“ te both.* His own character was in- 
“ volved. His conduct had even been 
“ impeached ; but he was willing to suf- 
“ fer all things, the extreme of contempt 
“ and scorn, expulsion from that house, 
“ and infamy through the world, if h% did 
not substantiate the facts, whiirh he was 
" then pledged tp lay before them. Evi» 
“ dencic had been brought to disprove hia 
testimony ; he had wished to disprove 
“ that evidence; but permission had been 
" refuslw him.”-^After this Mr. Perce¬ 

val moved a Vote %1ianks to Lord Gam- 
bieij whSph was opposed by Ixird Coch« 
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rane. Sir Fratn’is Rurdctt, and Mr. Wind- 
iiani. Sin Francis required to know 
" whclhor the service ol' LonJ •Cianihier 
*' was tJiaukw'orthy, adniittiiig it to have 
“ all the value tliat could be j.iiniiuu d lo 
“ it, by an\* thiii!^ but the iuibiushinf; end 
" profuse spirit;ot' niini.'stenal favoni-itisni. 
" But, on the other hand, tlteie was the 
" full and decided testimeny ofa wianade- 
" quate to give his judgiiu nt, and of whose 
" admirable valour and gcoil fortune ihe 
house and (he n.nioii iucl but one opi- 
" nion, lie I'tdr that in nuking those re- 
marks, lie in’ght be lleading oiftperiloiis 
" grouii.l. lie was proin-vily uringing 
"upon hinjseii* soiuc'clnnilabie remarks, 
" particularly thote ofa ccritleniati. who«e 
" charity was of a very peculiar naliire. 

But he was careless about siicii i cmaiivi; 
" he dcprccaiul ihit pevsr.n’s charity ; 
" he would not shun, lie would rather so- • 
" licit li!s hnsliiiiy. Had there been any 
thing said lu make out a reason lor the 
" vote which was demanded of tliPiii on 
" that night r Where was the cvid« ik l «d’ 
" intrepidity or skill, of that boldne-s 
" ivhich bursls its way tlirough all o'^sla- 
" cles ; of that genius before which obsta- 
" cles vanish ? For all this he was only in- 
suited with a dry caialcguc of negative.-, 
'■ and an account that the noble admiral 
" inspected the action at a distance ofsevdn 
" miles. The question had been treated 
" lightly; but levity was unbecomihg the 
" grave and;sage matters of their delibera- 
"tion. TJie i^^ject was of the uiwiost 
« importance; v*Vid it periled to bt. 
" most seriously cbnsidered.”——-And 
Mu. Windham, tlw^h he disapproved of 
the motion for the Minutes, said : " that 
" the Thanks of that House did not dc- 
" serve to be lavished on any man, un- 
" less h*is service was of that rank which 
" forced itself into universal repoit, and 
*<ainivepal admiration. It was not lo be 
evolved in sdnie obscure process of 
" ofticial chemistry; not to be drawn out 
" from under bundles of obscure records; 

" nbt to be elicited by any Aeen, cunning, 
recondite, subtilizing process, beyond the 
" practice or the perception of the General. 
" To he praised, u must be knotin to be mat- 
" ter of thanks, it must be matter qf publi- 
" city." —S—Here the question of thanks 
was pjit to the vote, wheif there apj^ared . 
fur the motion 1<»1; against it .39.-4—So 
that my Lord Cambier has his thanls, for 
which so long and so tough a i\Ail has 
been kept up.—Let hiift take then/ then 
Bitd much good may Ikcy do Ju’mjr—At 
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prc.sent 1 shall say no more upon this 
subject, ihitn to point out to my readers a 
work just published, enlitJed, “ Notes on 
" the Minutes ofa Court Martial, holUen otv 
“ hoard hus Majesty s Ship the Gladiator, at 
“ Portsmouth, in July, ISO', on the Trial of 
“ Lonn tlAMiiinu;” which work contains 
illustrative charts, relative to the operations 
in Basque Roads. 

Jf 1 have room, I shall insert, in the pre- 
seiu sheer, correct reports of J,ord Poch-i 
rane’s Spcei h, and also of his lordship’s 
Rfejfly. They df?scrvc the serious atten¬ 
tion of every man in the kingdom. 

Want of room comjtel:* me to postpone 
an account of Mu. Manmmj’s Ccniplaint 
about the News-jiapprs; and also some 
remarks, which I meant to submit to my' 
rcader.s, upon tlic treatmtni of Mn. Fjn- 
NriiTY by Lord (lasliereagTi, or some one 
ill j'.ower. ’J'liat CJentleinan’s Letter has 
appealod in (he Si.vtlsm.\N iicw.s-paper, 
and a very impression it has made 

upon .ill ih '.-,0 who have read it. 1 hope, 
that tills ali'iir w ill lead to some inquiry ; 
for it is of great public importance. Mr. 
Finiierty w as invited lo go to Walcberen, 
as I heard, at the time, by Sir Home 
Poi'iiAM, and, no doubt with the luud.ibic 
view of his taieiils (than whom few men 
possess more) being used in the giving an 
account of what pas.<>ed. Why, then, was 
he nut suilert'd to remain And, at any 
rile, what just grounds could tlierc he for 
iiutiiing him through the iicct, as if he 
•liad been a malefactor.' His Letter does 
him iiitiuitu honour ; and, I trust, that wc 
are yet to have an account of the Expe¬ 
dition from his pen. • 

. W«. COBBE'rr. 

Policy, 15/ Feb. 1610. 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates; 

The Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Four¬ 
teenth Volumes of,the above Work, com- 
]>rising the Proceedings in both Houses of 
Parli^ent during the last bession, are 
ready for delivery. Complete sets from 
the Commencement in the Year 1SU3, 
may still be had of the Publishers. 

AW Comnamications for the ParliaA 
memory Debates will %e carefully attended to: 
but it is particularly requested that they, may 
be transmitted to the Publishers with the least 
possible delay. 



ISj] FEBRUARY 3, 1810.—Lord Gcimlicr I L^G 


LORD GAMBIER. 

\jord Ojchrank’s Speech in the House qf 
Commons, Monday, January 21), 1810. 

Sir; Painful as it is, to present myself 
to llie aUentinti of this House, on the pre¬ 
sent occasion ; yet a tluty which 1 owe 
to iny (’ountiy, demands the sacrifice of 
iny feelings. ”Jt is incumbent on me that 
1 sUoiJtl snlmiit to this House, tlw* reasons 
on which I found the Motion of which I 
have given notice, for the Minutes of ihc 
Court Martial, held on Lord t^ambier: 
a document n hicl\ his Majesty’s Ministers, 
on a former iiiglit, did not seem inclined 
to grant; alilniugh absolutely necessary 
in order that it miitlit be ininufcly in¬ 
spected, by every member, so as to be 
enabled fail ly, And impartially to decide, 
whether the than!;s, now in the lon'.cni- 
plaiien of his Majesty’.s Ministers, are 
fiic lo Lord Gambler, for the p.>r!. he took, 
in wli.'l has been denominated, by iIkmh, 
n Victory in Ba«(]'ie Roads. Bui, as if ir 
were iiinieccs'ni^' that we .should jinl'^fc 
for oin -clve.«, il has been asserted, by ilie 
right lionourahle the t'hanceilor of the 
ICxc hccjucr, that (lie merits of tiiis ca-e 
have been alrcaily diclued on: that the 
Court Martial heid on the Noble r.ord, 
has already'proc laim d L.s iumouralile ae- 
<liiit!al; and the /.cal. al).l!iy,*aiid anxi"ty 
he mamfe!?ted for tlie, wellaro of his Ma»- 
jestj'’.s .service. lint weie nil this true, 
y.r, and if it were possible that all those 
facts could be ascertained, by tli-* mere 
inspection of the copy' of a Sentence ; 
,gtill 1 contend, that the combination would 
I not entitle an Officer to the Tlianks of 
• lliis Hduse—the proudest honor that it i.s 
in our power to bestow. We have. Sir, a 
right, and ought to judge for ourselves, 
and this we can only do, by carefully 
cxainiiiing the Minutes of the Court Mar¬ 
tial, before which the Noble Lord was 
tried on a very serious charge : a charge 
not brought against him by an individual; 
but by the Lords Cominissioners of the 
Admiralty, and grounded on official do¬ 
cuments. Upon such documents;^ Sir, 
their Lordships founded the charge “ of 
" neglect, or delay in*tak*ing cHoctual 
“ means to destroy the enemy;” and 
tve cannot suppose, that their Lorddiips 
brought it without dfle consideration. 
However this may be', I submit to the 
house^ that,zeal, .ability, and anxiety for 
the welfare of his Majesty’s service, 
Mid having done nothing wrong, * do 


not entitle any Officer to our Thanks, 
which, ii bestowed on trifling, or indeed 
any occasion, txce])t when marked by 
brilliant achievement, w-ill dwindle into 
utter contempt, even with those on whom 
they' should be conferred, Tlrey are al¬ 
ready held lightly m the estimation of 
the Navy, and such 1 freely confess is my 
feeling respecting Ihcm. I therefore en¬ 
treat this House, to weigh the matt^ well 
before they come to a decision, and to 
consider what they arc about, and tliq 
conscciuences of voting indiscriminately 
an.l blindfolded, tliat whicinvus, formerly, 
bestowed exc'us'v.ily on lhul^e, who were 
publicly known iif have' rcntlered the 
highest service .s to the slate, 'i'he flouse 
ought to be on their guard against giving 
nay to inoiions that leave such objects: 
a ; by s.ieli incMiiS, I^linisicrs might screen 
thfmsclvi.s from reprobation; and gain 
for a man, wlio'^e pariiamcritary influence 
they required, lii" Ifr^hest honours they 
could render, limvevcr unworthy the ob¬ 
ject.—I contidid tiait to give me Thank* 
of the Hoii o f(i an f)ffic( r win has been 
tried on lieav y eh.irges,who inslrp J of going 
into action, continued at a distanco not less 
than .scicn miles dining the wiiole lime, 
would be doing that for which no precedent 
could be found. I am clearly of opinion, 

IImt the MinutesoftiieCourt Martial, which 
I am about to move for, arc indispen¬ 
sably Teqnisitc; not with a view, to re¬ 
consider the decision of the Court; but 
fo giif* foundation to our ositniQP respect- 
ii*g a matter on,which not only 

entitled, but bound to decide justly; and 
on wiiii.h the Court ]\Mrtial could not de¬ 
cide for u.s. Indeed, Sir, even in Lord 
Gambier's written defence, we might find 
ln.s Lordship’s pretensidn to our Thanks, 
which would be some satisfactionfor in 
ilie Sentence pronounced by the Court, 
and oflered as a ground, on which to rest, 
our judgment, I protest *1 can find no 
clajni. I »hall go farther. Sir, and, though 
it is not the object to criminate by the 
production of their Minutes; yet, Sir.* T 
shall boldly assert, that the charge of 
delay will be found, not only to have been 
proved, by the witnesses produced ;• hut 
admitted also by his Lordship’s written 
defence ; a delay of four hours’ elapsed. 
Jay the Noble Lord’s own account, ^ven 
beforeihe took up the position, which he 
has stated to he the best, for ob-serving the 
motioiA of the enemy, and for seuJing 
ships tothe attack,-* and five hours after¬ 
wards elapsed before attack was made, 
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which is in direct opposition to the Sen¬ 
tence deiivered by the Courtit a Court 
it can be called, when it appeared so ex¬ 
traordinary that the President could not 
give it a name, as he always spoke of it 
ambiguously ; thus, " what may be 
termed,” or,, “ what may be called 
** the prosecution.” Not only do I as¬ 
sert, Sir, that the charge has .been ad¬ 
mitted by his Lordship, and proved by 
witnesse'sj but liis Lordship’s written de- 
;fence, also, will be found to contradict 
itself in points, on which the charge 
hinged, and in others of tnater^l import: 
that his Lordship’s Official Leuers con¬ 
tradict that defence, tind each other; and 
that many of tlie witnesses falsify their 
own evidence in substantive facts, and 
contradict themselves when deposing only 
to the best of their knowledge. In other 
instances they swear positively to things, 
of the'truth of which they had no know¬ 
ledge. Which 1 believe is an otibnee 
against the law. The fabricated chart. 
Sir, will then also come under review : 
tlliat chart produced by the Master 
'of the Caledonia, to the Court, in order 
to explain the various positions of the 
British and Fiench Tieets, on and previ¬ 
ous to the 12th of April,” for the purpose 
of inducing the members, assembled on, 
what may be called,” the Trial of Loid 
Oambier, to believe, that no more of tiie 
French ships could have been destroyed 
than were destroyed, bad the British force 
beensen^jn earlier period; altliougiv^ 

the fabricatb.'^ that c|^art, after having, 
oil his first examination, sworn that it wus 
a chart of the 12^ swears afterwards that 
it was meant fur the I'Atk, inasmuch as 
that “ the only vessels marked on the 
chart for the 12th, were those that had 
been ‘destroyed — those. Sir, that did 
not exist.—I have one word more to say, 
j-espccting the falsity of this vile fabrica¬ 
tion, which the master of the Caledonia 
professes to have copierl from Uie Neptune 
Francois. The distance between the shoals 
are contracted to little mere than one-third 
of the swe of the Neptune, from which, 
as I have aheady rcmuiked, it is declared 
to have been taken: in order to shew 
(for there can be no oilier reason) that 
the space for anchorage, as deposed 
by Jhe Masters, witUoul»knowledge of tlif 
fact, was confined ; the water rhund it 
shoal, and the passage narrow; and that 
the British ships must hare heel within 
point blank range, not only ulTthe de¬ 
structive broadiides'of the two slij|js afloat. 


but of the upright ones on shore, and of 
the tremendous batteries of Aix, which, 
separately or united,” according to the 
testimony given, in support of the asser- ■ 
tions of Lord Gambier, must have demo¬ 
lished every vessel, " locked up in so con¬ 
fined an anchorage.” Though at the same 
time, and fur the safety, 1 suppose, of bis 
Majesty’s ships, that might have been sent 
in, in defiance of “ such unwarrantable 
peril,” :h€ vessels aground are removed, 
by the contriver ol’ the chart, from “ the ■ 
Njy part of the Palles t*hoal, the NW part 
nearest the deep water flanking the pas¬ 
sage,” where, he had 'swoili, tliey were 
situated, and which was the fact, to the 
S£ side of the shoal, farthest from the 
deep water, and beyond the Tonnere, 
wliich was not within range ; and “ where 
they never could have been approached 
by our ships fur the shot to reach them.” 
This, Sir, is not all: by Stokes’s deposi¬ 
tion the Cassard, one *of the ships that 
would have raked us with such terrible 
cilect, is stated, and in truth it was so, to 
have been about one-third of a mile from 
Aix, and the Foudroyaiit, another of them, 
about three cables length from her; but, 
Mr. Stokes,' in bis chart, has cunningly 
pul them in a corner, between two shoals, 
and close to both, where, he inu sworn, 
they could nut be got at, though he had 
positively s..vorn, first that they could have 
annoyed us, and next that he did not know 
the distance between the shoals. I have 
already asserted. Sir, that contradictions of 
facts, on which the Charge was founded, 
are frequent in the Defence of loird Gam- 
bier ; but I have yet to tell this House, 
that these contradictions, in substantive 
facts, arc, in several, nay, many instances, ■■ 
.confirmed, sunictimes one way, and some- ' 
times in another, by the same individual 
witnesses, e.xaminea in behalf of “ what I 
may be termed” the Defence.—For in¬ 
stance ; by ‘some of those witnesses it is 
said, that the Cassard, Foudroyant, and 
some of the grounded ships, would have ' 
fired with complete effect on the British 
shijjs, had they Recii sent earlier to attack 
thcij^; and, again, ‘that we never could 
have got near them for the shot to reach— 
Assertions that dre, in the nature of things, ^ 
incompatible ; as in positive contradiction * 
to each other, and given in support of 
Lord Gambler’s Statements, that three out 
of the seven shipS aground on the Palles 
were never within retich any,of the 
fleet that might have been sent in to at- 
tacTii tiiem; and, that the other four of 
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the eleven were never in a situation to be 
assailed, after the fire-ships failed in their 
main object; although at another time the 
noble lord declared, that some of those 
very iships would have raked our ships 
had they been sent in earlier than they 
were. 1 therefore call on the House to 
insist on the production of the Minutes of 
the Trial, and I pledge mysell' t.> prove, to 
tlie conviction of this House, and to my 
('.ountry, all that I have assertod. I will 
also prove partiality on the part of the 
t-ouFt, and illegal and unjust conduo*. on 
the part of the Judge Advocate, wlio ad¬ 
mitted, and even courted, evidence on 
one side, which he rejected on thO other j 
and urged inquiry into the conduct of 
officers, whose conduct the ('ourt were 
not empowered to investigate, in order 
that he niight,*by insinuations, (for there 
could be no other motive), create an 
unmerited prejudice against me, liy show¬ 
ing that their * conduct had been ar¬ 
raigned by tile, and so induce them to 
unite against me, and make eunimon cause 
witli the Conirrtauder in Chief) who had 
stepped forward, as he insinuated, to vin¬ 
dicate their injured characters, and exa¬ 
mined his secretary on the sul)|cct. One 
instance may, of the many which I could 
adduce. suflice, in relation to the con¬ 
duct of the learned .lodge Advocate: 
Asked, nn a certain occasioif by the Presi¬ 
dent, “ Is that evidence r” he answeren^, I j 
should think it is. And, why. Sir, did he 
think so ? " because it was to aflcct the evi* 
dence of Lord Cochrane; in that point of 
view he thought it was legal evidence/’ al- 
, though I hack not < ven touched on the sub¬ 
ject tlien under consideration. As tojhe 
t^ourt; their conduct is too glaring to ad¬ 
mit of a doubt, as to the motive.s'by which 
they were actuated. Conversations between 
officers, and questions fraiued upon matter 
arising out of such conversations: were ad¬ 
mitted, notwith.stauding.Sir* my testimony 
had been refused, in an instance, wheieiti 1 
merely smied, that the opinion 1 had at 
the moment delivered,to the Court, had 
formerly been given in the presence of cer¬ 
tain oflicers, and,Sir; 1 submit to yoi^ and to 
the learned gentlemen in jhis house, that 
such reference wasadiifissihle,as it was to 
establish that, by having said at a for¬ 
mer time what I then slated, I was consist-, 
ent with myself. Tlfc Judge Advocate 
pursued the same cotfrse, he received do- 
cuiq^nts ag evidpnee, which could not be 
Uutbenticated, and on the other side, re- 
ji^cted those that could. Amowgst the lat¬ 


ter, was captain WoolPs ortlcr to flupersede 
me in the inner anchonige; though the 
secretary who wrote it, and captain 
Woolf who received it, were witnesses be¬ 
fore the Court; but, had that paper been 
established, I 'will tell you. Sir, what it 
would have proved; it wpuld have prov¬ 
ed, that it liad been written together 
with L«vd Gambier’s twn letters of recall, 
on the 13th, although the signal,, to the 
same eilect, had been altempletT to be de¬ 
nied, and witnesses examined to support 
assertion against his acts. I shall not de¬ 
tain ihc'IioHse longer, than to pledge my¬ 
self by everything that is valuable to man, 
if these Minutes are granted, to prove, 
though that is not immediately the intention 
of calling for them, not only that injustice 
and partiality on the part of the Couft has 
been exercised towards me, not only that 
the Judge Advocate, the expounder of the 
law, pointed his decisions from the course 
ol' justice ; but, Sir, that the defence is 
contradicted by itself, contradicted by his 
Ixirdship’s fJfiicial letters, and by his own 
witftesses, many of wliom, as to sub.stantive 
farl'., are at variance with themselves an# 
each other; and lastly, that the Chart 
of the positions of the enemy’s ships on the. 
1‘Jthol April, a most material point, is false, 
and 111 every respect a foul fabrication. 
Thl';, and all that 1 have said, I pledge 
myself to prove to the conviction of the 
worlit, if the Minutes of the Couy; arc laid 
before this house. Or, if 1 (pil, then. Sir, 
let contempt and meritc-dinj^my follow 
*nc ; then Sir, unworf’Ij^M the honour, 
which his majesty w'a' graciously pleased 
to collier upon me, -f shall resign it back 
into his hands, and vacate my Seat in this 
house. 1 do not desire to get off with no¬ 
minal responsibility, diid I wish his majes¬ 
ty’s ministers could give such a pledge for 
their actions and for their statements..— 
1 now move. Sir, That there be laid be¬ 
fore this house, a copy nf the Minutes cif 
t^ic Ti iak of Admiral Lord Gambier, held 
on board his Majestj^’s sfhip the Gladiator, 
in Portsmouth harbour, on the 23rd ofJuly 
18()[). Also the original Minutes taken 
day by day by the Deputy Judge Advocate. 

Lord Cochkane’s Kepljf. 

SirSome remarks that have fallen 
from gentlemeif on both sides of the.house, 
call upon me for explanation.—And Arst, 
the houourable gentleman below me,'hM 
asser ed, that it was my bnmiden duty to 
have brought forward, myself, chargee 
againi t Lord Gambrer^if I thought his cou* 
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duct censurable.—I must tell that honour- to rejirobate my conduct. I have now a 
able gentleman, that, I adopted the mode word or two to say to the naval member 
that under such circumstances, it was my u|)f>osite, who has spoken of formiiig logs 
duty to adopt. I did not presume to IKime for the purpose of evidence. When he 
Charges founded on my own opinion, of throw's out insinuation or rather accusa- 
the trunsac^ons that had passed in liasqoe lions .such 'as these, it would be but ho- 
roads.—1 did not deliver Olwigc.s : Inii nourable in him, and justice demands that 
when I found ifiat a Vote of Tliank.s, was he should statu ihe dillereiice, which was 
to be pressed on this Ifouse, J felt myself ihtcrifd in these log.s. Lord Gambler, 
called .upon to refer their lordships to the who was pretty nincli alive to detect er- 
log book? and minutes of signals, wiii ie rors, did jr.niit out, “ that in one, the ssignal 
• they would find re.isons, why a Vote of made, was that half the llectcould destroy” 
Thaiik.s should not he granteti to the Coni- ilic f iicmy, and in the other, that it stood, 
marider in Chief, and tluir lordsli^is found “ purl of the llectcan deslioy the cnmiy.” 
them, in these official documents, w liii li are What, -Sir, is the mightV ditlercnce be- 
received, as evidence, "ill all courts of Jaw. tween part and the half, a pan may be 
These, Sir, I had no power to falsify, uinl titiiei more or less or exactly the half of 
to these 1 referred, not wflli a w ioli inullci- tlic licet. Js this tlie'error which the ho- 
ously to criminate, but to save this House nouralilc gcii'Jcmari ha.s .spoken of, or is it 
and my country, from what 1 feltvtould ilie eircumstance of my hading the Inde- 
be a disgrace. As this book lias been used fatigab'e which is not noticed in one, but 
(Gurney’s Minutes) I shall if permitted inserted in llie other. Tliut, .Sir, was a per- 
read the opinion of the Lords Commis- sonalact of my ow^; the words spoken had 
fiioners of the Admiralty, founded, 1 sup- nothing lodo with the transactions usually 
pose, on mature deliberatton. " And inserted in tiie log hooks of shijis. Those 
wherea.s by the log books and minutes of who weie on board can rmich for thecor- 
«ignals of the Caledonia, Impcricuse, and redness of the fact. As to the chart, 1 must 
other ship* employed on that service, it address a few wor.ls more, to the same 
appears to us, that the said admiral I..ord gentlem in, and si.ite to this House, and 
Gambier, on the I2'h day of the said pledge myself lo prove if the minutes ar& 
month of April, the enemy’s sliips being granted, lliat my chart is correct and is^ 
then on shoie, and the signal having been eoirnboratcd, astoevery point for w^iiicU it 
made that tliey could be destroyed, did, was pioduced, by liie teslinioiiy of the 
for a considerable time, neglect or Ticiny M*tster of the Caledonia, wiio, after falsi- 
taking cfiectual measures for dcslro 3 'ing f^'ing his own chart, swears, that the 
them: We^.*tht*‘eforc, in compliance-with Prench ships lay, exactly, as 1 placed 
his lord.ship's*iiV'ihest, and in con.sc■quenc<^ them. And here, Sir, I shall give a .speci* 
of what appears in the said log books and men of the evidence of those ingenious 
jninutes of signalsj'-think fit that a Court Gentlemen, the invetuurs of the fabricated 
Martial shall be assembled for the pur- chart, which was introduced, for three 
pose of examining into his lordship’s con- reasons, to shew the confined slate of the. 
dujCt, and trying him for the same Such anchorage, the point hiaiik shot of the 
was the’Charge brought against his lord- batteries of Aix, and that no more of the 
ship by the Board of Admiralty after in- enemy’s ships could have been got at, than 
vestigating the log books of the Caledonia those that were de.stroycd. Jit all these 
and of the fleets No individual had the points, 1 pled{^> myself to prove the chart 
pow'er to mislead their lordships ; and produced by the Rft.iier of the Caledonia, 
this 1 submit to the House was the faV false, bv' the mouths of its fabricators 
and'honourablc mode to proceed. It was themselves, and here i.s their evidence, 
regular, and not liable to be affected b): First, as to the sjiace in the anchorage, 
nmudice, or my opinions—I had another Mr. Fairfax^ on being, asked. Is it much 
reason for this line of conduct, 1 did not ermfini'd and the waters round it shoal ? 
chase to oppress my mind wuth rc.sponsi- —The space istnuch confined. I have 
bility; I believe, admiral Byng was called not sounded myself there.-—9. Is the na- 
to an, account' not by air individual but vigation of Aix roads difficult for large 
by his country. 1 trust. Sir, this explaua- ‘ ships a.s far as you l«jow ?—Very much 
tion will be satisfactory to thcJIou.se, and so. 

to the honourable gentleman who chose (To be continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Shutting the GALLERY.jf-^This is 

wliat I long ago suspected would be re¬ 
sorted to; and, when on the secon^ day 
of the Session, Mr. Yorke complained of 
the evil ctfeats of the Speeches, made in 
the House of Commons; of the sanction 
which they gave to persons out of doors 
to spread about sentiments, calculated " to 
“ make us hale one another when I heard 
this, I was pretty sure, tiiat the last re 
medy, or the last but one, was about to be 
tried, in order to jircvcnt us “ from spread- 
“ ing about hCNtiments, calculated to make 

" us hate one another.” -^The motive for 

this measure is so clear; it is so evident 
to every mui of common discernment : 
it so plainly speaks for itself, and is so 
universally understood, that I shall not 
waste one moment in remarking upon the 
measure itself. Tiiat measure has done 
more than the publishing of a years* de¬ 
bates!. It is a trumpet-tongued fact; and i 
it has already done its business. Only 
let us remember, ii'ho it was that brought 
forward tlic measure. Let us keep him 

in mind.--But, a debate, which has 

ari.sen out of this measure, is well wortb)^ 
of our atlenilon. I mean, the debate of 
the fith instant, upon Mr. Sheridan’s mo¬ 
tion for a T'oinmittec to consider of the 
Standing Older for excluding Strangdrs, in 
which debate Mu. WiNDHAM.took a con¬ 
spicuous part, and upon which part, so 
taken by him, it shall be my business to 
comment at full, after I have inserted 
what has been publisheti as his Speech 
upon ttiat occasion,*and have given some 
account of what appears to have been 

said by others. --- Mr. Sheridan 

acknowledged, ' that* the right of any 
member to move for the exclusion of 
strangers was recognized by a Standing 
Order, and that his iftotron needed no one 
to second it, nor need he state any rea¬ 
sons; but, that, upon the bare motion of 
any member, at any-tiine, the house must 
be cleared of stftmgers. He acknow- 
le^lged Jliat this was the law of the House ; 
but, he insisted, that there were many 
otlier of its laws, which had fallen iilto 
disuse; andA he said, that what be wudied 
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for was, not a* rescinding of the Order, 
but sdeh an alteration of it as would pre¬ 
vent any member from clearing the gal¬ 
lery at his will and pleasure; that he 
wished the matter to be subservient to 
reasoip and not left to wild caprice, or, 
which was worse, to make the liberty of 
publishing*speec]ics .subservient to partia¬ 
lity, and, in fact, making it a sure means 

of deluding the public.-In answer 

to this speech of Mr. Sheridan came that 
of Mr, IVindhum, and, as I mean, that he 
shall, in this instance, at any rate, have no 
reason to comphuii of a want*of full jus¬ 
tice, I shall give his words, just as I tind 
them published in the ne\v.s-papers, not 
looking upon myseW as answerable for 
their corrcctnc.-'s. I find a publication of 
a thing, called a speech, under hi.s name, 
and upon that )}ublication 1 shall freely 

comment.-'* iMr. Windham said, he^ 

“ suppo.sed it might create some surprise 
“ that he should, on the present occasion, 
“ speak and vote against the motion 
“ brought forward by his hon. friend. 
“ This was, however, one of tho.se acci- 
“ dental matters in which he had always 
“ dillered in opinion w^h his hon. friend. 

His hon. friend had s^jdfTle thought it a 
" matter of finportance ; he for his own 
" part confessed he did not think it was. 
'* This would frequently be the case. The 
importance of the war had not weighed 
" sufliciently with Ims hon. friend to bring 
" him to the House in the vasious ques- 
“ tions concerning it, though this Standing 
“ Order had produced that eflect. Hi# 
“ bon, friend had aUvays beel! an Iidvo- 
“ cate for the Liberty of the Press. He 
*" (Mr. Windham) was the same; but on 
*• other grounds, and what had been said 
by his bon. friend on the present ques- 
“ tion, seemed to him to be rather the 
“ matter of a threat than an aj’gumciit. 
" To allude to the enforcement ol all 
“ other Standing Orders waaii throat, and 
** not an argument. Tiiis Standing Order 
“ bad obtained and been submitfed to for 
“ a century, and no inconvenience had 
” been found in it till within the last 30 
** years. His hon. friend seemed to con- 
'* sider the right of admission of strangera 
into tbo gallery fft a part the coaati- 
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hitioti ; whereas,, mu the oMtnry, it had 
** been granted as ft mere'hil^r Tavour. 
** He would first ask, how much thecoun* 
" try had gaindi in its affairs since that 
** practice ha4 obtained ? He could not 
say in what respect the country had 
** gained any thing; past times might be 
contrasted with the pri^ent: hut still, 
** from the daily manner in which thb de* 
« bates wSr^ublished, he wanted to know 
•* in w'hat way he was to state the advan- 
*' tnges accruing to the country. What 
** was the value to their constituents of jaiow- 
** ing what was passing in that House ? Sup- 
posing they shouldjiever l^ow, it was only 
" the mflerence between a Representative 
" government and a denrocracy. Till 
within the last twenty or thirty years, it 
" not only was not practised as now, but 
“ it was nut even permitted to publish the j 
debates of that house. So lately as the i 
“ time of Dr. Johnson, the debates were 
“ never published but under fictitious 
** names. He was one of those .who liked 
“ the constitution as it xcas, he did not 
" likeit as itis. If this had been tolerated, 

*' winked at, and sufiered, it was no reason 
** that it bh.')uid on all occasions be conti- 
nued,audthatpcrsonsshould make a trade j 
" of what they obtain from the galleries, | 
“ amongwhom were tobe found men of all 
*' descriptions; banicrttpts, lotlery-qfficc keepers, 
footmen, and decayed tradesmen. He had 
heard thSt the Proprietors of Papers had j 
talked of tht( injustice of closed doqjrs. j 
" This w'as taSn.^^p the subject as If the i 
admission of strangers info the Gallery 
" was a privilege, but itwas no such thing, 
and though he might perhaps think it 
** useful after having so long prevailed, 

** he did not allow iu to be a privilege. 

** Were that the case we should come into 
a state of democracy ; a state like that 
“ of Athens. He did not think accounts 
in file Dkily Pap^s were so desirable as 
** many others did. They had Ja^ply re- 
** Tiled Government so fir as to assert,* 
** that .some of their cotemporaries were 
in the pay of Government. What did 
" this prove ? not the value or actual im- 
“ portanje of Papers; but it clearly shewed 
" that if Government could have them in 
** their pay, then Papers were liable to be 
“ let tor bwe; to be bought and sold ; and 
'* the prtss, which has been thouglit in 
" this country the palladium of its liberty, 

“ was always to be purchased by the high- 
" est bidder. He did not wish to eslab- 
" lish such a power in the press as to en> 

** able it to coatrool Farliamont. He did 


** not know etny qf tlte Condactorsqf the Press; 
“ but be understood them* to bfi a set of 
" men who would give^into the corrupt 
“ representation of opposite sides; and he 
“ was therefore determined not to lend his 
" hand to abrogate an order which was 
'* made to correct an abuse. He now savT 
« that it led to consequences of a most 
" mischievous tendency; no less than to 
“change th^ character of aKcpre.sentative 
“ Government into that, of ademocraiyj 
“ and led directly to that despotism u'At’cA 
“ had ?o lately desolated other countries. He 
“ did not like to part with a Standing 
" Order, which, though it might, hare run 
“ to rest, would not in former times have 
“ led to any mischief, awd he could see no 
“ reason why it should now be laid pro- 
“ strate at the foot of the very worshipful, 
“ but he would not say ancient, Corporu- 
tion qf jMiidott Printers. Those gentry 
" had their favourites. Hi.s hon. friend 
“ was esteemed and hailed by them as a 
" general patron of the London Press. He 
“ liiought tlie House ought, to discard a 
“ .sort of disgraceful abjection to its pro- 
‘‘ ceedings, and maintain those rules and 
' orders which has .so long prevailed. He 
'• would assert, that the rights of the House 
‘ were now in clanger of being lost from 
“ misuse. It was like shutting up the 
“ gales of a park, in order to prevent a 
" ci^tom »o a palli-way. It w’as like the 
“ O. P.’s, who bad .set themselves up as the 
“ people of the coun*ry, and by a system of 
" opposition and violence had compelled the 
Proprietors of the Theatre to give them 
“ plays at their own price. In this way 
“ tlie Proprietors of Newspapefs told them 
“ thm the people must have a daily pul> 
lication of the proceedings of that House 
" ait their breakfast; and, in the name of 
“ the Public, say, wc have that right, and 
*' have friends in the House that will sup- 
" port us ill oui* claim. His hon. friend 
“ had said the char.it^er of the Hc^se was 
“ at stake ; according to which-argumeiit, 
all the Houses for the last thirty years 
had no charactei' or ability at stake. 
“ His hon. friend wai^ now also most 
" anxiuits for the characters of Ministers: 

he could not blame him fur that sensibi- 
•• iity, but be (Mr. W indham) was anxious 
“ for the fame of this House, and could 
not see why they ^ould hesitate in sup- 
" porting a Standing* Order, which had 
" the sanction of so many j'ears in its 
" favour. For these reasons he sbohld 
“ certamly give his vote against the mo- 
" tion.”——The motiion of Mr. Shebioah 
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wfts f ppported 1^ Lord Folkestpne. Mr. 
Tierney, Mr. P. Moore, Hon. Mr. Lit- 
tleAn, and Sir Francis Burdett; and 
was opposed by Mr. Yorke and Mr. 
Perceval. —-Mr. Sheridan replied to 
Mr. Windham, " IJe said that his hon. 

friend l«d fiegun his speech by criticising 
" his (Mr. Sheridan’s) absence from the 
“ House on former occasions during the 
f" present Session. On this subject he 
" ftmst take leave to judge* for himself 
" when his presence in the House was iic- 
" cessary, and when not.—His hon.*f'riciid 
“ had arraigned him for not being present 
to support the charges which he stated 
" had been proved against his Majenty’s 
“ Ministers. On the first day of the Scf- 
" sion he had attended, and had voted for 
“ the Amendment. Since that period he 
" had been much occupied with private 
’'business; but he had a right, when he felt 
'• that a question was agitating of infinitely 
" greater iniporiance than any question of 
" a mere political nature could possibly be, 
“ to put aside his private business, and to 
*' attend for tlie purpose of assisting in the 
" determination of that question. Such 
" was the present question. On the first 
" day of I he Session he had heard one side 
“ of the House arraigning the other as ut- 
“ ter'y incapable of fulfilling the duties of 
office. That might or mi^ht not be true. 
“ But the other side retorted that they 
“ were at least as competent as their ad- 
*' versaries, ..iid that they possessed at least 
" an equal share of the public confidcnffC. 
“ Now, for what he knew, > the country at** 
large, with a very civil kind of impar- 
“ tiality, might believe both parties— 
" (a laugh). The inference which he 
“ would diaw from this circninstance was, 
“ that the House should guard against add- 
ing to the unfavourable impression 
which such mutual accusations were 
" calculated to produce. *His hon. friend 
had called him ' a counsel for the Press.' 
*' If he w'as so, lie was an unfee’d one. He 
" was proud of the appellation. Rut he 
" confessed that he was a good deal sur- 
" prised when hisHlonourablc Friend put 
*' in his claim fur a siiare of the divtinction. 
" IF on that ground hjs hoiiouiable friend 
meant to hug him in a fraternal eiu- 
" brace, he begged leave to decline the 
“ honour (a laugh) For myself,” con¬ 
tinued Mr. S. “ I .have always been a 
“ friend to the Liberty of the Press. Give 
“ ft) Miifistersla servile House of Peers 
“ give them a venal and a pliant House of 
“ Commons;—give them the keys of the 


" Treasury and the patronp^ of 
" Crown and then give me the UtKl^y. 
*• of the Press;—and with this 
•* engine I will destroy the edifice ofW- 
•* ruption, and establish on its ruins the 
“ rights anJ privileges of fl\e people !—. 
•• His only object in the motion' which he 
had subinitte4 to the House was, not to 
" prevent any individual member from 
" clearing the Gallery, but to^equire that 
“ after he had done so, he should con- 
“ descend to give some reason for the step*. 
" The hen. Gentleman opposite said, it 
" was* his humour. That was the very 
“ thing of .which he (Mr. Sheridan) cora- 
" plained. If, after the"exclusion ofstran- 
'» gers, the Hopse should acquiesce in the 
" proprii'ty of the motives for that exclu- 
" sion, I’le public would then be .satisfied. 
" To so.mu of tlie opinions of his hon. 
" friend, he had listened with tjie greatest 
“ regret, and even horror. For the first 
“ time in his life, he had almi st wished 
" that the ^Public bad been excluded from 
“ hearing his opinions. The friendship 
“'which lie had long entertained for hia 
“ hon. friend, and his regard for his hon. 
“ fricnd'scharactcT and honour, struggling 
“ vvilh his ow'n sense of public duly, had* 
“ nearly induced him to regret that there 
“ was a single stranger present, to listen to 
“ or repoit his sentiments. His hon. 
“ fritnd had asserted a broad general 
“ principle, that the publication of the 
“ proceedings of Parlianieut was injurious 
“ to the country. He ii'od«dcclared, that 
“ when the tkiors of the Gallery of that 
“ House were closed, the country had done 
“ well. lie (Mr. Sheridan) was not one 
“ of those w'ho thought or spoke despond- 
“ ingly of the situation, or degradingly of 
“ the character of the country. On the 
“ contrary, he w'as of opinion that Great 
“ Britain stood on a proud eminence, strug- 
“ gling as she was, and successfiilly strug- 
“ gling as he hoped slfe would be, for the 
•" libenics of the world. That honourable 
“ spirit by which the people of England 
“ were animated in this great contest, he 
“ attributed to the Liberty of the Press 
“ generally, and most particularly 
" phatically to the liberty of reporting 
“ and publishing the debates and pro- 
“ ceedings in^ Parliament. But his hon. 

“ friend had again set up the old BUGBEAR, 

“ and had characterised this practice as 
“ mischievous, and leading to revolutimary 
“ doctrines, and to the undervaluing^ of the 
“ blessings of tli^i British Constitution. 

“ The Liberty of tboFreas lead to reYolu« 
G !t 
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" tionary tloclriires ! Was it the Liberty their answer invariably amounts to this, 
“of the Press which brought on the that you must quietly submit to it, or ^hat 
“ rrenc'h revolution ? Was it notValhtr you will see “ all the horrors of a French 
“ the ejctingOishing of every opportunity “ Revolution’*. This has been a potent 
“ by the presiof giving vciu to complaint engine in all'sorts of ways; with juries, 
*'which prucluced that ex cut? .What with public bodies, with thopsands and 
bad occasioned flic fall of ail the rotten hundreds of thousands of honest indi- 
“ monarchies of Muii.pcf Was it the viduals. It is time, howcvci, that this 
“ Liberty of the 1*1 «’:<s ? No! It was the scaro-ciow was universally despised ; nor, 
" absence of that II’di rry. If the Liberty if any one I 141 S still the confidence to m^e 
“ of the Pi i s-i had c.\i-ited in I'raiiee, in ^^e ol' it, would it he amiss to enter into an 
“ A*u>ni.i, inPiUssia, in Spain, those CiPim- txaini^iatiori sis to what France has lout or 
‘'tries would not now be endurii\g she gained, by her revolution. Of one thing, 
“ oppics-sive domination of a U.inapartc.” at, any rate, we are certain, and that is, 

■- Now, 1 am a''oul t<J ofleV'-ome re- liiai w e hear of no such i/u/uhves. going on 

marks upon this piujjict’tioii, callt-d the in Fiance as we have scon going on in 

Speech of Mr. Winuham.* 1 shall con- Faigland.'-Ilaron Doftro is, it seems, to 

sider that publication as dividing ir^elf m- tune a pension of 2 , 000 /. a year for three 
to two parts, PUBLIC and PERSONAL. I'L.Mv./iOw, out of our taxes, ilhe lionour- 

-As to the first, w c will begin w heic abie ?iir. \illiers is a repr«.s< ntative of the 

Mr. i^heridan left ©if, numcly, at iliis le- Km;; in J Wtugal. Mr. Hunt i> a member ol 
conjuring up of that old humbugging bua- llie Ilouse ot Commori>:, aivUlras voted this 

bear, the French Revolution, by llio me m.-, sessi.piis on ibc side oHhe iirini.stcr.- 

of wliich so inucli mibchicr has'-bc-cu dune ^Ir. Wmdliam accused Mr. .Siieridau of 
HI this country, so niucli oppression prac- not altciulnig tlio House iii>oii important 
tised with impunity, and so much debt subjects, like that flfcout/Ac co>u/«c//n;'off/i# 
and iniscrv entailed upon this credulous iiar, to winch the other replied, that he 
nation. Mr. Windham is afraid, (hat the lot’ktd upon lhi.> question as being of much 
•ecuriiig to people admission into the gal- greater importance. To he sure ; and 
lery to take debates may lead to a repeti- vvlio does not ? The questions about tha 
lion qf all “ the Aon’ora of the rrcnch revo- , war are, in fact-, questions about the turu- 

“ lution.”-Reader, do you know of ing out of theiinni«try; questions about 

any one thing, wliicli men in power di.sljke, the putting out of Lord Hawkesbniy and 
which they do not tell you will tend to putting Mr. Windham in his stead, and 
produce the iiArrqrs of the French rwo- tl^^se are questions, in which no man of 
lution.^ Not^Stk^ The cryofN'o-Popery fCOimnon‘;cnse can feel tlie smallest inte- 
wa.s not move scandalously hypocritical rest, Mr. Winilhaiu may be angry that 
than this. 'I'be howl has never changed, tlic public are cold u[)on that point; but, 
though the state of France, and the exam- I can assure him, that it is a point, upon 
pie of France, have totally changed. When vvhic^i they are even more iiidiilerent than 
the nefarious howl was first set up, France upon a choice heiween the two kings of 
was in a state of anarchy; it afterwards Sjiairi, Joseph and Ferdinand. No; this 
formed a sort of democratical Government; is not what interests the people of Eng- 
then a species of Representative Govern- land. They are no longer to be cajoled 
ment*; aiW, last otall, a simple military into the tramnifls of/w/r/u. That is over, 
despotism; but, through all these changes, They feel their griev'ancu s, ami, if these 
the cry of French Revolution has been* are to continue, they care notonestiaw 
kept up by those, who have wished (and who have the bcni fil of them. The set 
for their own good icasons) to alarm and now in power endeavour to scare them, 
keep in subjection the people of England, upon all occasions, with* the horrois of the 
who lia^'e been persuaded, by such per- French ^Revolution, and Mr. Windham 
sons, that, let what will be. imposed upon does the same. TfleTaniy. thercTore, be out 
them, they vnust bear it all, or, that they df temper wiili the people for their indif- 
must undergo the horrors of adFrench Revolu- lerence, but his anger will he of no avail, 
fc'ow. Complain of oppressive taxes and This que.stion, brought forward by Mr. 
still more oppressive tax-gailierers, the Kheridan, was a qut'stion in which the. 
answer is, “ what, then, you would have people were really interested,; forj^it vi’a;^ of 
*' a French Revolution?” Tell the par- importance for them to know hovu the mem- 
fizaiis of tyranny of ally thing that you bers acted, during the inquiry that is going 
kava to complain of,^werer galling, and | on. Tbit they ara aovr prevented fron 
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knowing, in consequence of the Debate, men. Upon what ground does Mr. Wind- 
Reporters being shut out of the gallery, ham assert, that there are footmen amongst 
MnsSheridan’s object was to re-open that tliose,.who are concerned in the taking and 
gallery; and, compared to such a ques- publishing ofDebates? Isthetakiiigof those 
tion, what was all the party trumpery debates, and the preparing of them for 

about the conducting of thswar? -Mr. the press, a footman-like talent ? But, tha 

Windham asked, " what was the value to fact isnot tive; I asscrUlu- fact to be to- 
“ their constituents to know what passed in tally destitute of truth! The gentlemen, 
that House.” Very true : to the, con- who ^ake the debates in the gallery, are, 
stitueuts at St. Mavxa, or Higham t\rrcrs, and, indeed, they iK:ces.sarilv .must be, 
m^Old Sarum, it may be o^,little value; possessed of great and rare talents. The 
but, to the constituents of Sir Francis Bur- ■ education of most of them has heeq of 
d«tt, for instance, it is of very grea< value I the sujjerior kind. Many of them have 

to know what passes in that House-I been •fit College'with the members whose 

He said, Uiat yie Debates were not per- sp^eoches they are employed to report; 
mitted to be published till within these and, I am a'isured, tliat; in some instances, 
last thirty years, and that the state of the tlio.'ie in the Gallery have receixed prizes, 
country had not iwpropedduring that timo ; and actually Beaten those upon the floor, 
a notorious and melancholy truth, but, then, Wa.s it, then, fiiir play, to ilcscrihc these 
he should hSvc added, that he himself had gentlemen as footmen ; as the lowest and 
been a minister daring no small part of most contemptible of mankind ; and, that, 

that time.-But, I find that, for want of too, I repeat if, iu a place, where he who 

time, 1 must jJut off till another week, any was giving the description knew that the 
further observations upon the public part of aspersed party dared not to answer him ? 

this speech, and devote the little time 1 -But, f vcii this would no: have drawn 

have left, to the personal, the gross perjowa/ an obnei-vatioii from me, had not the at- 
uttack, contained in this publication, called i tack been so directly level!c<l at onepar- 

« Speech of Mr. Windham.-That gen- licuJar indiridual. Mr. Wikoham spok« 

tieman is represented, in the specchabove- of Bankrupts, as boingconspicuous amongst* 
inserted, to have said, that “ the publish- tho.se xvho are engaged in the publishing 
" ers of Debates, made a trade of the 
thing ;—that, amongst these publisliers 
there were all sorts of persons. Bankrupts, 

Lottery- Office keepers. Footmen, and* De- 
cayed Tradesmen; that he did not know 
“ any of them, hut that he had heard, that 
they were asortofmen, wdio wouid give, ! pre^sejl the slightest dcgioc ol'disapproha- 
" into corrupt nilsrepres nlations of opposite | lion of a/iy pem'afor, great or small. No- 

sides.”—m -In the first place, tlii.s ge-j ver; and, when the most corrupt practices 

neral, tliis sweeping assault, and thaj, too, Mi -ve beiMi brought forward, suih as the 
in a place where he well knew' that none i selling and the buying of .-.cats in the 
of the assaulted parlies could'answer him I House of Common’s he has been not 
withoutthccertaintyof being sent to New- amongst the first, but the ver^' first, the 

gate, was any thing but manly.-In the very foremost in the foremost rank, to 

next place, the description is not true, hm apologize lor, or to defend, suclj pragtici s» 
as far from the truth as any thing well and to attribute all coifiplaiiii against them 
can he. 1 ran, for my part, see nothmgde- ,to pofmIar clamour and seditious viexvs. 
spicable in the trade of a Lottery-Ollicc- Yet, this Gentleman appears to hold a 
keeper, any moie. llgui in that of a stock- Bankrupt in perfect abhorrence ! If there 
broker; in both cases, tliere is a specic.s wore, amongst the reporters and publishers 
of gambling, bufoue is just as as the of Debates, persons, wlio have been rc- 
olher, and, the thing lu ing so comimm, duced to a state of U.xnkruptcy,»w'ou!d it 
there is nothing, in Neither trade, to ren- follow', thence, that it was not useful and 
der the person wdio follows it an object of proper to publish the J>eh!iles ? A man 
obloquy. But, as tq^the./hef, it is war may become" a bankriipi, xvithout any 

There is no person in London, at all con- blemish to his character; aud, what is 
netted with the taking or the publishing o( more, the literary an<^ political mm of 
Parliamentary Debates, who does, or ever mind, which may tniinently fit for tits 
has, kept a Lottery Office. Somuch for that taking and tiie (iiiblishing of Debates, may 
part of the charge. -Tbciv m !o Fool- have been the very gause of his failure ua 


Parliamentary Debates. lie puls 
Bankrupts at the head of the degraded list. 

-Mr. Winrllum has never, upon any 

occasion, tint I have oiiscrved ;^aml, 1 ap¬ 
peal to the rcailcr, win ther 1 inav not .sav, 
ih.il he never, Uiioii anv ota.\tsion, has ex- 
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those concciais, which demand qualities 
of a diilerent description. How many 
good, how many excellent men, do every 
.one of us know, wh(» have been Bankrupts,, 
jor, at least, who, without any dishonesty, j 
jcither in act ©r intention, have been una- ' 

Jjle to pay their debts ?-Besides, if we ' 

were to allow, thilt to have bei ii a bank¬ 
rupt is sufficient to makd a man for ever 
afterward an object of contempt,’what 
Bankrupf iS there, who has any thing to 
Ao with the taking or the publishing of 
X>e6ates ? Wjicre will Mr. Windham find 
.any Bankrupts amongst them ? And what 
right could he have, unless he had named 
the parties, to declare im the ftce of the 
whole nation, that the persons who had to 
do with the Debates had bankrupts amongst 
them Can he point out an}’ one man 
amongst them, who is, or ever has been a 

bankrupt?-Yes, he does huno one ; and, 

the public 'shall now have an oppertunity 
of judging of that niee sense qffeeling and 
that high-mindedness, which have hern 
thought to belong to Mr. Windtiani'.s cha¬ 
racter.-The gontlenian, here alliidr'd 

to, is 3 Ib. vVkioht, who has always been 
.the sole editor and part proprietor of my 
.Parliamfntaby Dcbates, which have 
now, I’lider his ability and unwearied at- 
teniion, leaclif-d to 14 Volumes, the exe¬ 
cution of whi.' ii has been admired hy 

fvtry bo,-,y who has ever seen them.- 

Mr. W'ighi, in the year JfvOl, failed, in 
the trade bf bookselling, wliicti he carried 
on in Piccadifly. With all the rireftm- 
^tances of that'failure 1 wa^j^ particularly 
acquainted. He was, in the first place, 
too young for such a business; he was a 
batchelor ; he took more delight in read¬ 
ing of books than in selling of them ; and, 
which was the chief* cause of his pecu- 
jiiary failure, be had the misfortune to be 
bookseller to Messrs. Canning, Frere, 
Ellis, and the other Anti-Jacobins, by 
’whose woYks, though such a puffing was 
made abont them, he, to my certain know¬ 
ledge, lust many hundreds of pounds, 
^ts y, however, was, at last, to be 

attributed to a want qf collecting his debts : 
']and,.if all had been well managed, as in such 
cases ihijigs never are, he would have had 
more than sufficient to pay every farthing 
.that be owed# 1, who wps one of his credi¬ 
tors, was so well convinced of his honoura- 
i>le conduct, that,.finding him sued by one 
person, who had not come into'the list, 1 
assisted him through that difficulty j and, 
^eing him once more read^' to begin 
j^qrldafresh, I proposed to him the editing 


of the Pahliamentary Debates, of which 
we have now continued the publication 
since the year 1803. Since that, as the 
public well know, the Parliamentary 
History and the State Tria^-s have been 
undertaken by me, towards the compiling, 
of the former of which, in particular, Mr. 
Wright greatly contributes.-——Was it, 
then, at this distance of time, right to re¬ 
vive the recollection of this gtuitleman’s 
pecuniary embarrassments, not only w'th 
which, but with the whole history ami de¬ 
tail of^hich Mr. Windham was perfectly 
acquainted ? It could not be a slip qf the 
tongue; for, we have bankruht at the heatl 
of the list, and dgcaped tradesman at the end 
of it. Was this attack, then, manly ? Was 
it liberal ? Does the reader discover in it 
any of that tenderness and delicacy, which 
Mr. Windhum observes low’alds alledged 
corruptorsand peculators?—Mu. Wuight 
is, too, a person so well-known, so famed, 
if I may use the word, for rtie mildness of 
his manners, for his inoffensive and 
obliging disposition. Scores, and, I be¬ 
lieve, 1 may say hundreds, Of the mem¬ 
bers of the two Houses, have had experi¬ 
ence of this disposition; and, I am not 
afraid to appeal to any one them, of 
o«y pinh/, whether he hasnotahvays found 
Mr. Wright ready to correct any error, 
and, in short, ready to do cv.-ry tiling, 
which appeared* necessary to the making 
of the jiebates as nearly as possible a re¬ 
cord of what actually took place iii the 
H(>usl‘. Through the wli‘>le oi the 14 
•volumes, (here is not a single instance of 
partiality; and, though Mr. Winduarn 
was pleaJed to say, that he •' understood’* 
the publishers of debates to be “ a sort of 
men, who would give into corrupt mtsre- 
presentationsnf opposite sides,” Alr.Wnght, 
though he has frequtnitly been offered 
money for the inserting of paiticular 
speeches, has never taken a farthing in his 
life, and I her*by defy any one to «ay, 
that he ever did, or that a farthing was ever 
taken by any one, who has had any thing 

to do with the work.^-Is the public to 

be reminded, then, with respect to such a 
man, thtn he was once a Bankrupt ? Nay, 
is he still to be jcalled a Bankrupt ? Is a 
person, who once fails in trade, no matter 
from what cause, to be trodden down for 
eyer ? Is he, if he happens, as is the case 
with Mr. Wright, to recover, by his talents 
and industry, what he has before lost, and 
to be in a fair way of passing the resttof 
his life in ease and respectability; is he, 
in such*a case, to be twitted with his forroef 
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failure; and is the public eye, ever-and- 
anon, to be drawn back to the date of bis pe¬ 
cuniary distresses ?—Still, however, in any 
other ineniber of parliament; nay,in almost 
any other man in thewhoieivarld, Rlr. Wright 
might have forgiven this attack; but, in 

Mr. Windham, it is not to be forgiven.- 

What I am now going to slate is not at 
all necessary to the vindication of the 
character of jVlr. Wright, whose character 
isjknown to so large a pujii/tirm of the 
public; but, I shall state it, in order to 
enable that public to form its judg¬ 
ment upon the attack on that charac¬ 
ter.-Be it •known to the public, then, 

that, of all the Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
for whom Mr. Wright has corrected or 
inserted Debates ;*of all the persons, whom 
he has ever obliged in this way, be never 
obliged anyvone so much as Mr. Wind¬ 
ham ; nay, 1 am of opinion, that he has 
done more to oblige Mr. Windham in this 
way, than he* has ever done to oblige all 
the other members put together. This 
seems hardly credible; but, it i.s the fact. 
This gentleman, who carries his contempt 
of the traders'* in debates to such a 
height; who, to hear him, one would 
think, would disdain to speak to them, 
much less to have recourse to their assist¬ 
ance; this high-minded gentleman, this 
Mr. Windham, who does not care whether his ^ 
constituents know what is j)assing or not; 
this same gentleman has given ,Mr. 
Wright more trouble about his speeches 
than, if it had been duly paid for, would 
have cost, according to the worth of HAr.^ 
Wright’s time, five hundred pounds. Innu¬ 
merable are the times that he ha^sent 
for this " Ininkrupt" to his house to consult 
hint about the correcting and publishtng of 
his speeches ; Mr. Wright lias received, 
he supposes, two hundred notes and letters 
from him upon the subject of his speeches, 
made at diilercnt times; and, as to •• giving 
“ into corrupt misrepresOitations,” so far 
from his ever having witne.ssed any dis- 
osition of that sort in Mr. Wright, we 
avc, both of us, though his speeches gave 
very great trouble *and put us to con¬ 
siderable expenue, took pleasure in hav¬ 
ing them upon record as full as*possibIe. 
In the Printer (Mr. Hansard’s) bill for the 
Debates of the very last Session, there is 
the following charge against us: 

*' Corrections, Revi6t%,Slips, &c. 

&c. of Mr? Windham’s 
• “ Speeches (various) . . c£-9 11 0” 

Now, observe, reader, not the printing 
of bis Speeches, after he had altered them 


from the news-papers, or written them out 
a-new; not, the printing, hut the alterations 
made by Mr. Windham himself, tfftcrihQ 
speeches had been printed olf upon slips 
of paper. Mean wretches, as he chooses 
to represent us, all in a lump; and 
" bankrupt” a.s Mr. Wriglit was to be 
still called, Mr. Wmdham never heard of 
this charge befiirc; no, nor of any other 
such Charge, though we are both of opi- 
nion, and I state it as a truth, «f which we 
arc convinced, that, during the 14 Vo¬ 
lumes of Debates, alterations, of the *snft 
above;dcscribed, made with Mr. Wiml- 
ham’s own hand, upon slips sent to hmi 
at his reipiest, and without any possible 
view of gain on our part, have cost us up¬ 
wards of seemly pounds. -Mr. Wright 

has sent him proofs, and even reeises (that is 
to say, second proofs) down into Norfolk; 
and, w hat I suspected, but did not Imow, 
till I came to town, the publication of the 
last Volume of Debates was delayed for 
week-s, in order solely to oblige him.— — 
The.se facte, while they enable the public 
to judge of Mr. Windham’s conduct to¬ 
wards Mr. Wright, will also enable them 
to form a pretty correct estimate of the sin¬ 
cerity of that em ef/mness, which he profess*^ 
ed to feel as to what became of his speeches 
after they were uttered. But, there is 
still a fact to be related, which will place 
this sincerity in a very nice point of view; 
and that is the fact, that Mr. Windham, 
who has such a contempt for the Reporters 
and the Gallery, has, not once or twice, 
but many times, asked this •' bankrupt,” 
whether he ^as well heard in the gallery; 
what imjiression his speech produced; and 
consulted with hint how he should tuodif 
late his voice, how and where he should stand, 
so as to be best hearfj. in the gallery; aye, 
in the gallery, by those “ ban|:nipts, lot- 
“ tery-ofiice-keepers, footmen, and dc- 

cayed tradesmen!”-Such are the 

facts.-And " he did not hum any of 

“ the <;onductors of the pre.<!s, but he had 

“ heard about them !”-The comment 

I leave to the public; but, I cannot help 
adding, that I regard this attack upon the 
characters, in a lump, of the persons con¬ 
nected with the press, as of a piece with 
all those numerous means, which since 
about a year ago, have beenjiut in motion 
for the purpose of stifling t^e press, towards 
which end nothing would be more likely 
to contribute, than the creating of a ge¬ 
neral belief, that we, I'ho are the con¬ 
ductors of the press, are, without dis¬ 
crimination, a sat of worthless wretches. 
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Upon public ground, therefore, as well as 
injustice to Mk. Wiiicht (the allackupon 
whom was too palpable not to be perceiv¬ 
ed by every one), I have stated the above 
facts; and, upon public ground 1 insert the 
letter, which will immediately follow this 
article, and which will be found well wor¬ 
thy of the reader’s attention. 1 am told, 
that the author of it is a young gentlpinan 
of vefy aipiable charactei, a good scholar, 
and an excellent artist into the bargain. 
And, Windham suppose, that 

such men, because they have not privilege 
of parliament, have no feelings? 'Some 
persons may say: " it is imposs^le, that he 
•' should Tncan to allude to Mr. Wright.” 
One would hope so, if one could; but, 
when we, in looking round, can find no 
other person, at all connected with debate¬ 
publishing, who has ever had the niisfur- 
tune to be a Bankrupt, w'e must conclude, 
either that* he meant to point at Mr. 
Wright, or, which <loes not much mend 
the case, that the charge was made with¬ 
out the least consideration as to any fact 
in support of it. ' 

W^»*. COBBETT. 

London, fHh Feh. 1310. 


Mb. Wixdham’s Attack upon the 

PllESS. 

(Frotn the Jlloming Post of Feb. 8, 1810.^ 

Siu—A,proper jealousy of character, 
and a due cstjmation of public opinion, 
have ever been considermi by wise and 
virtuous men as among the rurest indica¬ 
tions of the presence of wisdom and vir¬ 
tue. The laudable sen.filjility which you 
have shewn to iheaspcrsions of Mr. Wind¬ 
ham on the Editors of the London News¬ 
papers, and my long experience of the 
liberality oY your mind, justify me in the 
conviction that you will allow to an indivi¬ 
dual ofant^her class, which has incurred 
t^c unmerited censure of that Gentleman, 
the privilege of entering bis protest igainst • 
the justice of that censure, and against the 
accuracy of the statements upon which it 

was supported.-Mr. Windham has 

thought fit publicly to characterise the 
Reporters of Parliamentary Debates in 
terms of general and unqualified rejiro- 
bation, too gfc*s to be repeated, and as 
unfounded in truth as they were coarse 
and illiberal in expression. 1 will ven¬ 
ture to assort, without fear of contradic¬ 
tion by any one who knows those gentle¬ 
men, that there are among them men of 
as respectable birth, of as liberal education, 
•f aa honourable principles,, and of as fair 


fame,in the comparatively limited circle in 
which they move, as their accuser himself, 
with- all those adventitious advanthges 
which the possession of wealth may have 
aflbrded him. It is rather too much when 
an individual such as 1 have described, 
preferring honourable and vigorous exer¬ 
tion to ignoble idleness, has been daily 
and nightly toiling in the execution of a 
task of the highest interest to the public ; 
and who in the faithful execution of that 
painful task (equally harrassiiig to the 
mind and to the body) enjoys, as the sole 
satisfaction for a shattered constitution, 
the consciousness of deserving w’ell of his 
country—it is rather too much 'for such 
an individual, so circinT\|^tanced, to hear a 
member of that house of parliament, 
whose proceedings it has been his anxious 
wish and endeavour accuratefy to convey 
to their constituents, speak of him in lan« 
guage, the bare recollection of which 
raises in pay cheek the blus4 of shame 
and indignation. I appeal to my country¬ 
men whether it is consonant to the gene¬ 
rosity and courage of EngliUimen to at¬ 
tack any man under circumstances in 
w^hlch the assailant Is assured of impunity? 
Protected by the privileges of the House 
of Commons—privileges which no one 
respects more than myself—Mr. Wind¬ 
ham has ventured to describe us as a 
worthless and ^’venal set of men. Sir, 1 
call \ipon him to prove his assertion. 1 
call upon him to adduce an instance of 
thr.t venality. Let us have facts, not 
fnuetidoes. 1 will set the honourable 
gentleman an example. 1 will stale a 
transiction which occurred at- no very 
distant period ; arid the truth of iny state¬ 
ment 1 am prepared to establish in any 
way that may be demanded of me. A 
member of the present house of commons 
(a gentleman of whom I am sure 1 am not 
disposed to say gpy thing at all disrespect¬ 
ful) sent me a n<»ie, during an important 
debate, intimating that he was about to 
address the house, and requesting that I 
would pay particular attention to h'S 
speech; adding that he would make me 
a handsome pecuniary ‘acknowledgment 
for my trouble. -It \yas not diflicultforaii 
honest man to decide how to act on such an 
occasion. To the note 1 gave no answer ; 
and tu the honourable gentleman’s speech 
1 paid precisely that aV-eution to which, in 
tlie exercise of iny judgment, and inth* 
discharge of my duty to you, Sii^ and vo 
the pubjic, it appeared to me to be enti¬ 
tled.—^The next day the honourable mem¬ 
ber inclosed to me a check upon bit 
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banker. This I instantly returned, ac¬ 
companied by a few lines, in which I ob- 
servcB that he had entirely mistaken iny 
character, and I firmly believed the cha¬ 
racter of all my coadjutors, if he imagined 
thaf we were to be influenced in the per¬ 
formance of that which we conceived to 
be a public duty by any private conside¬ 
ration. My correspondent then came up 
to ti»c gallery, and we had a short convef- 
satltwi, in which I frankly c:^>ressed my 
sentiments on the subject, and which ter¬ 
minated by a polite acknowledgment on 
his part of niy disinterestedness. To a 
gentleman, thelleporter of another Pajjer, 
this hoii. member made a similar applica- 
lioji, and from hin^he experienced a simi¬ 
lar line of conduct, biow. Sir, to the ge ¬ 
neral charge of venality, here arc in reply 
two particular proofs of tlie contrary. Let 
]\Ir. Windham bring u fact in answta- to 
liii'in; and 1 assure him that I will be ns 
ready ns liiryselfto attach to the person on 
whom be can fasten it the odium which he 
tleservcs. Hut, even in that case, a case, 
the existence *of which I at present totally 
disbelieve, Mr. Windham, in the opinion 
of every rational and generous man, will 
remain uiiju.slilicd for having visited the 
sins of an individual upon a whole profes¬ 
sion ;; and fur having given to many a 
manly and independent mind tlie pain 
which those who are desirous of preserv¬ 
ing the good opinion of their fellow-citi¬ 
zens, must feel at an attack so virulent and 

unprovoked.- As to the manner in 

which the ta^k assigned to Parliamentary* 
Keporters is executed, you will, perhaps. 
Sir, permifrine i« say, that when the [le- 
» uliar iiiconvcniencies to which tliose,gen- 
tlemea are subject are considered, dejiriv- 
ed as they are of those faciniies whiih 
could so eiisilj' be afforded them, and 
even compellctl to struggle for their situa¬ 
tions in the gallery of tliij house of com¬ 
mons with the herd ^>f common and com¬ 
paratively uninterested strangers who fre- 
•juent it, the accuracy of their Reports is a 
matter of surprise, ami, I will be bold to 
add, ouglit to be one of general gratitude. 
That these Reports are free frvm .error, 
nobody will assert ^ b«t that they are 
much moic correct than under the disad¬ 
vantageous circumstances of every descrip¬ 
tion 111 which they ^ire coinjiose.d coukl 
possibly be expected, every candid man 
must willingly allow.—I am, Sir, your 
•Scdicril humble servant, 

A Reporter ok Pari iasjentauy 
Debates for the 

Mouminu Post. 


• w 

COBBETT’S 

ParHamentary Debates: 

The Twelftli; Thirteenth, and Four¬ 
teenth Volumes of the above Work, com- 
[trising the Proceedings tn both Houses' of 
Parliament during the last Session, are 
ready dor delivery. Complete sets fj-oin 
the (Commencement in the Year 1803, 
may still be had of the Publishers. 

• • 

/J/i Crmimuhiaitians for the Parlia- 
mcnuiry Debates wilt be carefully attended to; 
but it ?s particularlu re/juesled that they may 
be transmitted to ifte rublishers with the least 
possible delay. , 

LORD GAMBIRR. 

Ijnd Cochkv.ne’s Reply.—(Continued 

fiomp. 192. J 

5?. Did yon know previous to the ]2tli 
of April, 'of .Tiiy anchorage above the 
Boyart-shoal and* near the Palles shoal, 
for line of Ijatlle ships out of range of 
the enc my’s shells ?— A. I knew of no an¬ 
chorage.— U. Have you actjiiired a know- • 
ledge of any such since r— A, I have not. 
—a*. Weie you in the road of Aix, after 
I the British shi|)s were placed for the pur¬ 
pose of attacking the enemy?— A. No. 
tio much for this genth nian's knowledge 
of that tovihich he positively .sweais.— 
Now, Sir ; let us see Mr. Stokes’s evideiu.e 
on this head. He docs not know the dis¬ 
tance between the sands fiom Ids own 
soundings,” yet he positively swears that 
*■ the space for anchorage is much coiifiiu-d, 
and the water round it sh';al, that it i-. dith- 
tmlt for large ships, tftid ilial tiieChamiel is 
very narrow.”—Why, Sir, evestthy liis fa¬ 
bricated chart, which he says he. copied 
from the Neptune Francois, thejchaipiel is 
a mile wide, and neither bank or shoal be- 
,twecii \vhuro our fleet lay and the C'ussard 
and Foudroyanf, which he has very inju¬ 
riously contrived to put in a corner,*a mile 
distant from Aix, tlioimh in his eiiduncc 
Ilf swears they were only one liiiid ol liie 
distance, and here i.s his deposilioi*.—“Tli« 
Cassard and Foudroyant both lay .afloat, 
the Cassard one thi:d of a niile from Aix, 
the Foudrovaftt throe c.ibh > leiigili astern 
of her.”—^Thc rta-.aii. Sir, for making a 
corner between two .suoal.s, and putting 
them in it, was to prevent tlie possibility 
of getting under their .sterns and between 
them ami the slinis.on shore, which, Mr, 



Stokes has sworn, "lay on the Western part 
of the Palles shoal, the three decker on 
the North West edge of the Palies shoal, 
witlf her broad side flanking the passage, 
the N. W- part nearest to the deep wa¬ 
ter,*' although in his fabricated chart lie 
has transported them from the N. W. part 
nearest to the deep water, to die S. E. 
side farthest from the decj) water beyond 
rile Tonncrc, where he says they never 
could hdvft heeii got at for the sliot to 
reach.” This chart, it is affii med by Mr. 
Stolfcs, is taken from the Neptune, but 
the space is contracted to about oin; third 
of its size. For what reason. Sir, could this 
be done, but to injluce a Relief ®f die “ un¬ 
warrantable peril,” to w hich his Majesty'.s 
ships would have been exposed. Mr. Stokes 
confessed on his examination his ignorance 
of die distance between the sounds, and yet 
presumed to deliver to ih^; Court a chan, 
not, of the* scale of the Neptune Fran<;ois, 
of which, it professed to be a copy. And 
to crown all. Sir, after havingsw’urn tli.it it 
was a chart, of the position of the enemy’s 
ships, on, and previous to the 12th Aprd, 
he, on a subsequent day, when asked hy the 
President, W'ho observed that " the Ocean 
was not marked on the 12th, she was 
marked on the 13th,’' afterwards positively 
swears that the only ships marked on this 
foul fabrication, " arc the ships that were j 
destroyed.” Yet inadvertently seveialof- 
ficers have spoken to this chart as correct, 
and someiiare even deposed^ that it W'as 
impossible to pass under the .stern of‘the 
Foudroyant, between her and the bank, 
although, she was seven* miles from 
them, and the bank, from nine, to thir¬ 
teen feet, under water. 1 trust. Sir, 
this is sufficient, ail this 1 can prove to 
the world by the testuuony given by the 
witnesses •themselves. Another naval 
member opposite has ollered to prove a 
fact which, he must do me the justice to 
own, Is ntt w’ithin Jiis own knowledge— 
That I was to blame for the failure^ of the 
fire ships; and he states, first, that the ex-* 
plosion vessel was a signal to the fire 
ships, and next, that she was improperly 
exploded. Now, Sir, this gives me an op¬ 
portunity^ to remark again on the conduct 
of the Court. How rigorous, as to the law ‘ 
on one side, cand how lax on the other. 
Lord Gambier,too, has asserted that, which 
the honobrable gentleman has undertaken 
to prove, but his Lordship did not prove 
it, and I will tell the House why he did 
not prove it, because the explosion vessel 
was no signal to the fire ships. Orders 


[m 

written out by roe, were delivered by 
Lord Gamhier in the cabin of ihe Cale¬ 
donia, directing quite the, contrary ^.-Or¬ 
dering them to use thejr discretion as to 
the time when they were to be kindled, 
and had the state of the weather render¬ 
ed it practicable to couple them togeifier, 
tile senior officer of each division of four, 
W'as to shew a lanthnrn, or a false fire, to 
d irect, whether, the long, or short fu.scs were 

to he kiiidUd_And an ackiiowledgmfnt 

of the delivery of'ihc.se Orders will be found 
in Lu||J Cambler's Official Letter, 1 think 
of the 10th of May. Tlie Court, how'ever, 
relused to rccei\ e this doenunent which i 
olTered to them, because, tfiey said it was 
not relevant to thechnige, although the 
Court, had not only slfllei-ed Lord G.un- 
bier to make the assertion, but hail them¬ 
selves examined several witnesses to the 
point. So far, Sir, from the e.vpiosion hav¬ 
ing been asignal fur i he tire ships to kindle, 
the fire ships were, by llK'irwvritten orders, 
to go in, in three division.s, Vach half a 
mile apart, and the explosion vessels half 
a mile a head of them. Thus much for the 
signal, and for the impartiality of the 
Court. Now, Sir, as to the place in which 
the vc.ssel exploded; and Mr. Fairfax, 
one of the fabricators of the chart, is the 
only person examined to this point; he. 
Sir, notwithstanding that he has sWorn 
that she blew up within two cables length 
of the I.yra, has a leniark a little unfortu¬ 
nate, on a chart or in a letter, I do not re- 
nmmber which, in the Naval Chronicle 
{(iihink of July): “ the French frigate (F,) 
cut or slipped before the lire ships gut to 
where they were set fire tothe fact is. 
Sir, the explosion ves.scl blew up close to 
her.-^l submit to tliis house—many of* the 
members ar£ military men, and ail are ca¬ 
pable to judge of the fact, whether one 
hundred barrels of powder, covered with 
shells, and at least a thousand grenades, 
would not have destroyed the Lyra, if ex¬ 
ploded, within two tables length. The 
Court, indeed, asked Mr. Fairfax " where 
be was w'hen she blew up,” and he an¬ 
swered, “lu the Lyra.”—In the Lyra, Sir, 
was his answer; tne Court did not put a 
question bn the minutes. Was you on deck 
in the Lyra ? If 1 could make use of notes 
which I had taken, I might submit also to 
this House, whether, a man who was 
low, at the cxplosioh of the first part of 
100 barrels of powder; could get on deck 
to see the second part exploder^. Loj^d 
Gambler’s defence was full of accusations 
againstnne. Evidences were examined t» 
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proTe these, thongh they did not relate in 
any way to the charge, and I w'as not suf¬ 
fered* to ask one single question to r^ute 
them, or to be present when tlie defence 
WM read. Sir, I was even sent out of 
CoVt, and denied the privilege of hearing 
it, altiiough, when an evidence on the late 
tiiaJ of a member of this House, I was sent 
for.—If, Sir, there were no other reasons 
for the production of the Minutes which I 
hasie called for, but that 1 am now pul 
upon my defence; that accusations are 
made, which, injustice to my feelings, and 
jny character, 1 must refute, I humbly 
submit to this Ht'Usc, that injustice to me 
they ought no^v to be produced, atsd I 
(rust. Sir, that for reasons more iinportant 
to the country ihcj’ will not be rci'useii ; 
that this House will not shut their eyes 
and go blindfold lo the vole. If so, the 
country must—will not follow their ex¬ 
ample. Sir, I shall not detain tin House 
longer tuan <0 rr-assert all that i I’ave 
pledged myself to prove, and s‘ake every 
thing that is valuabln to man on the issue. 
If the JMinutfls are granted, I shall expose 
fiiich a scene, as will, perhaps, make iny 
country tremble for its safety. J infreat 
the House well to consider, that there is a 
tribunal to which it is answerable, that of 
posterity, which will try all our actions, 
and judge impanially. 


EAST INDIA COMPANY. * 

Sir;—The measures, which are said^t* 
be in agitation between G ivernment and' 
the Company, make it absolutely neces¬ 
sary that tile Puli'ic should be reminded 
of the state of the transactions betwixt 
those parlies for some years past. 

SrniEs OF Facts. 

1. The mode established and pursued 
by LoitI Melville, Lord Castlereagh, and 
L<»rd Morpeth, for^ bringing before the 
House of Commons a regular Slate of the 
Company’s Allairs, was by the production 
of an annual Bodget.wilh all the accounts 
that belonged to it, uoth at home and 
abroad, on the nrbfeased principle and for 
the declared purpose of the greatest possible 
publicity. 

2. This form of proceeding was aban¬ 
doned by Mr. Rober^ Dundas, in the year 
1S07, because the t|ieii actual state of the 
Company’s affairs required another mode 
pfainveshgation. 

3. As the Company’s distresses how¬ 


ever, were very pressing, an Act of Par¬ 
liament was past, to enable them to 
borrow.two millions on their Bonds, with¬ 
out any previous examination of their ac¬ 
counts, but with the strongest declarations 
on the par* of his Majesty’s Ministers that 
the Public was not bound or pledged in 
any sense or shape, t<f answer for \his 
Loan. * 

4. On the 7 th of August 1807, the House 
of Commons resolved, Tharttfis House 
" will take into consideration, early in the 
“ next session of Parliament, the accounts 
“ presented to this House on the 10th and 
“ 18th days of July last, respecting the 

Revenue^and Gliarges,and the Commer- 
“ cial concerns of the East India Com- 
“ pany.” • 

5. The earliest day, that could be found 
f )r this promised investigation, was the 
1 llh of March, 180.S, when a select Com- 
mitlee was appointed “ to inquire into the 
“ present state of the affairs of the East 

India ('oinpany, and to report the same, 
« as it shaH appear to them, to the House, 
“ with their observations thereupon." 

O’. The first ■document laid before the 
Committee, dated 1 April, 1808, and which 
is not yet made public, was an Exposition 
of the whole State of the Company’s Af¬ 
fairs by the Court of Directors themselves, 
, including the foreign as well as the home 
account. From the 11th of March to the 
of April, the Committee made no re¬ 
port. On that day, a Pctition*was pre¬ 
sented to the House itself. From the India 
Company, p^^ying for immediate relief, 
and seating reasons for their not having 
been able to prepare such Petition before 
the 2fith of April. 

7. This Petition was referred to the Se¬ 
lect Committee, with a general instruction 
“ to examine the matter thertsaf, and to 
“ report thwsamc, as it should appear to 

them, to the House;’’ but not ^sepa¬ 
rately from the whole asubject of inquiry 
.committed to them. 

8. Their first and only report was not 
made till the 26th of May, and the printed 
c-ipies of it not delivered to the Members 
unti' the Sth of June. All these unavoid¬ 
able delays ended in a conclusiuu, which, 

'undoubtedly, could not have been fore¬ 
seen, videlicet, That whene\'tr ihe report 
was taken inW consideration, it would be 
in an empty House, or attended only by 
those, whom it concerned. 

9. These, it was said, were Indian ques¬ 
tions, which ver;^ few could uaderstund. 
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and nobody would attend to. Nothing 
was in agitation, but the payment of a debt 
of a million and a half Ui thc Indict t!oin- 
pany out of the public purse, and the pub¬ 
lic had nothing to do w’lih it! It was not 
an English question. Nothing, at least, 
can be more indisputable, than that the 
grounds of the Cbnipany's claim to the 
payment of a million and a half, supported 
by the Report of the Select C<immitteo,arf 
not at all understood. 

. JO. From that hour to this, we have 
heard no more of the India Company ni 
Parliament. There has been no Uudgel 
from the Board of Controul, nor Rep4;rt 
from the Select Committee, expressly ap¬ 
pointed in March 180S, to inquire iit'.u the 
State of the Company’s Aflairs, and to re¬ 
port the same. And even the Exposition 
of that State, drawn up by the (.'ourt of 
Directors, has been withheld not only front 
the Public', but even from the Trustees of 
the Public Puise, out of which liie last 
million and a hall was given to the said 
CompartV'.—We arc now in* I'tbruary, 
1810, and the Company’s Charter is goiftg 
to be renewed. But, instead of paying 
for it, as other Corporate Bodies Itiive 
usually done for every renewal of an ex¬ 
clusive privilege, it i-< actually- said to be 
ugreed that the Public shall lend or give 
them two millions more this year, toen-, 
able them to go on with their monopoly ; 
that is, to enable a merchant to continue 
to divide lOipercent, wdihout assets, on 
an ideal capital, of which then- does* not 
exist-one sixpence in thi^ world; and 
also to help them to export a million every 
year in gold and silver to China and India, 
as they have done for many years!—Of 
the House of Commons, gencTa!ly,it is in 
vain to say any thiifg, except that they 
are the Trustees of the People, whom thi y 
tax. I shall, therefore, content myself 
with^ski^jg, in the emphatic words of Sir 
Phiiip Francis*, •“ lias the House of 
" Commons a moral right, does it possess 

constitutional competence, does it fall 
" within the limits of any rational idea of 
” the trust reposed in them, to feed the 
“ wants and sujiport the existence of a 
*' merc'tfltile corporation out of the public^ 
“ purse ?”—By others it is said, and it 
may noBably*be true, that the two millions, 
which the Company are g<dng U> receive, 
are not to be given them by a grant of 
Parliament, but that they arc to apply for 

* Letter to Lord Ilowick, lit July, 1807. 


an act to enable tiiem to borrow so many 
millions on their bonds. Supposing tbit 
to ba the ease, it mends the matte* wry 
litile. The money still is rai-ed on the 
Public, and so much more of the Com¬ 
pany’s paper is to be forced ■ into cirotila- 
tion. The. wliole of this question was 
slightly argued about three years ago, on 
occasion of the former Loan. On the part 
of the Company, it was said that they had 
a right to rftise money on their own credit, 
that it concerned nobody but themselves, 
and Wiat Parliament had no right to re¬ 
strain, them. On the other side it was 
stated that, in that very ^ear, eniling in 
March, 1808, by ihi-ir own tslimaie, th« 
domestic Balance against them, that is the 
excess of their payments beyond their re¬ 
ceipts here in Ijcadenhall Siveet, would 
amount to iJ,2I3,79<>/. and that, willi a si¬ 
milar deficit for several years together, 
and saved only from avowed bankruptcy 
by ne.w I.o.uis, and Grants fr?nn Parliament, 
tlicy continued to vote tlicmselves a regu¬ 
lar dividend of lOl pet Cent;—that, in 
favour of the Proprii tors, the act of l7Q:i 
gave tlicm a precedence in tlie application 
of the profits of the company in 1'Ingland, 
and allowed them to begin with their ow n 
dividend. Out of what Fund Out of the 
net proceeds of their sales at home, and no 
other, it follows then that -any dividend 
out of money biurrowed, or from aiij* fund 
but'■the net proceeds, is not only frau¬ 
dulent on the face of it, but against law 
His Majesty’s Ministeisand others will be 
‘ready, as they alwaj's have been, to de¬ 
clare that the lenders of the two rail lions, 
on the security of the (fompuny’s credit, 
would have no claim on the Public, and 
with this help the measure will he carried 
again as it was before. The d( cJaruiions 
of individuals, he.Mth s being oijen to dis¬ 
pute and explanation, bind nobody but 
theni-sclvcp, and are conclusive ofno opinion 
but their own.* the other side, the 
creditors will plead an Act of the Legis¬ 
lature, whose meaning is made known by 
their acts or rcsulutiqns, and not by the de¬ 
bates in either House. Supposing the 
borrowef to be insolvent, the lenders will 
resort to the House of Cmnnions for relief, 
with :t plea, w’hich ft will he very easy to 
reject, hut very difficult to answer. 'I'liey 
will say that ifiey rq,itftded in the care of 
that'■Honourable llou:M', tliat it would not 
have allowed the CunipHiiy to raise money 
on the couimuiiity, without a certcin 
knowledge, derived from a strict cxaiuiaa- 
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tion of their accounts, that they had a suffi¬ 
cient jccurity to give, and that their credi¬ 
tors would be safe. They will tell the 
H(^8e of Commons, " In this case more 
“ t^n any other, because the-India Com- 
" pany is perpetually under the inspection 
“ of Parliament, you arc the Inquest and 
“ Guartlian of the Country: Whatever you 
*' permit you sanction. Wc should not 
“ Itfvc lent a shilling on the ^^mip-my’s 
'" Bonds, without your Indorsement.” 

.February 5, I S JO. X. X.^. 


TlIAXIvS or THE CITY OF LONDON 

TO MR. WARDLE. 

• 

On Tuesday, January 30 , Mu. Wmidle 
attended -at •Guildhall, to receive the 
Thanks, and the Freedom of the City, in a 
gold box, of the value of 100 guineas, voted 
him by the Corporation, for his able and 
patriotic coifdut't in the House of Com¬ 
mons, in bringing forward Charges against 
the late ConKnandcr-in-Clncf. He wa.s 
introduced to the Chamberlain by Mr. 
Alderman Goodhehere and Mr. Waithman 
(the mover and seconftr) attcudrd by 
levcral of the Iii\ery, who received him 
in the politest manner.—After administer¬ 
ing tITe oath, ]Mr. Chamberlain addressed 
him ill the follow in" words •— 

Gw'yllim Li.oyi) Warole, FNq.—I give 
you joy, and, in the name of the right hon. 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Con^- 
nioners of the City of London, in Common ^ 
Council assembled, and agreeable to their 
unanimous Resolution, admit you to the 
Freedom of the Metropolis of the British 
Emfrirc.—^Thc Court has likew'isc uflani- 
mou'-ly resolved, that you having, unawed 
by ministerial threats, exhibited serious 
Charges against the late Commander-in- 
Chief, which haive been clearly substanti¬ 
ated, and which have in fact induted his 
Royal Highness to Tesigti a situation, of 
which, in the opinion of the Court, he is 
unworthy, are entitled to the esteem and 
ralitude of this Courf and the Country.— 
am, thereh>re, Sir, to return you the 
Thanks of the Court, together witn a Me¬ 
morial of your admisiion to the Freedom 
of this City, in a gold box, of the value of 
lot) guineas, in grateful testimony of th,e 
high sense they entertain of the zeal, in¬ 
trepidity, and patridtism, which aresoemi- 
nqjjtly evincetj, in that arduous and lauda¬ 
ble undertaking.—The Court having so 
fwlly exprejised their sense of thelmpor- 


tance of the late Tnvesligatron, and of 
your meritorious conduct and perseverance, 
there is nothing left for me to add upon 
that subject: but. Sir, allow me to express 
a wish for your health and happiness, and 
that you may live to witness the good 
which we may hope will result from your 
exertions; and may mankind in general, 
and e.specially those of exalted raiik„ninl 
in confidential situations, be c}e(?[)ly im- 
prc.ssed with the truth of w'bat has been 
declared by the prince of historians, thaf 

Mitl'lrr amis<-a puiJicUia hau'.l alia abnnerit. 

Mr. Waudi.f. tjien, on receiving a copy 
of the Thanks and the Box from tne 
Chamberlain, addressed him as follows:— 

Sin—With sentiments of the highest 
respect and gratitude, I accept the Free¬ 
dom of the ('ity of I.,ondon. I am little 

capalile f»fsaying how much I feci honour¬ 
ed by so high and proud a mark of dis¬ 
tinction : for, however strong my nerves 
may be, when my dul}' calls me forth in 
defence of the rights and liberties of the 
people; .still when so highly respected a 
portion of that people are conferring upon 
me such an invaluable pledge of their ap- , 
probation, I feci my.sclf unequal to do 
more than offer ray plain, but heartfelt 
thanks. And yet. Sir, it is not alone this 
'mark of favour that lam bound to acknow¬ 
ledge ; but I have also to express my 
gratitude for that uniform affd steady 
support given me by the fJttizcn.s of Lon¬ 
don, during the yirogrcss of those unexam¬ 
pled attacks fliat have been in;Ale upon 
me, in consequence of that very conduct 
which has been so distinguished by their 
approbation. That support, Sir, has ena¬ 
bled me successfully to defend myself 
against ray enemies—the cncraii^s of every 
public man who daves to expose and at¬ 
tack corruption. By continuing to expose 
and attack it, wherevey it may <lllfei''itself, 

I trust to h.aving continued to me the con- . 
Tfidence and support of the first City in the 
World !—It is no small satisfactioiiJo me, 
to receive my Freedom, during the Mayor¬ 
alty of a Gentleman, who has already 
shewn himself the firm friend of the Rights 
*and Liberties of the People, and of our 
excellent Constitution—such as it once 
was; and such as, I trust, it once more 
will be.!—To you, .Sir, for the hand.sonie 
and flattering manner in which jrau have 
conferred this higli honour upon me, much 
is due; and I beg leave to thank you 
kindly. * 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AmIvRICan Dispute. — Correspondence, be¬ 
tween Mb. R. Smith, the American &cre- 
tary qf State, and Mr. F. J. Jackson, 
the English ^voy, tfc. ifc. ’ 

MR. SMITH XO MR. PINKNEY. 

(Continued from pT 1 60.) 

TheTJritisJi Government ought not to have 
made such a proposition ; because it not 
«nlf, like others, naturalizes aliens, but in 
relation to the United States has even re> 
fused to discharge from the British Service 
native citizens of the United ^tates invo¬ 
luntarily detained*. If ah Amei'ican sea¬ 
man has resided in Great Britain, or has 
married therein, or has accepted a bounty 
in her naval service, his discharge there¬ 
from, on the regular application to the 
British Government, has been invariably 
re/used by its Board of Admiralty. This 
I state on the authority of the oflicial re¬ 
ports made to this department.—It is, 
therefore, truly astonishing, tfiat, with a 
knowledge of these facts, such npreteii- 
sion should have been advanced at ail: 
but, above all, that it should hare been 
made a sine qua non to an act of plain jus¬ 
tice, already so long delayed. This is the 
more to be regretted, as the omen docs 
not favour the belief we would willingly 
cherish, that no predetermination exists in 
the Counu’lsof his Britannic Majesty irre- 
conciliable to an amicable arrangement of 
an ahPair, which, aflecting so deeply the 
honour gf the United States,^ must precede 
a general regulation of the mutual inter¬ 
ests of the two countries.—After tlic cor¬ 
respondence with Mr. Jackson was termi¬ 
nated, two notes, of which copies are iiere- 
wtth sent to you, were presented to me in 
the name “and by the hand of Mr. Oakley, 
the British Secretary of Legation.—The 
first requited a document, having the ef¬ 
fect of a special palsport or safeguard to 
Mr. Jackson and his family during their* 
stay in the United States. As the laws of 
this country allow an unobstructed pas¬ 
sage through every part of it, and, with 
the law of nations, equally in force, pro¬ 
tect pubHc Ministers and their families in. 
all their privileges, such an application was 
regarded as ’somewhat singular. There 
was no .hesitation, however, in furnish¬ 
ing a certificate of his public character, and 
to be used in any mode he might chuse. 
But what surprised most was the reason 
assigned for the applic^ion. The insult 
he alluded to was then, for the first time. 


brought to the knowledge of this Govern¬ 
ment. It bad, indeed, been amons the 
rumours of the day, that some unbeemning 
scene had taken place at Norfolk, or 
Hampton, be.iween .some officers bel<w.'^- 
ing to the Africaine and some of the iiflia- 
bitants, and that it originated in the indis¬ 
cretion of the former. No attention hav¬ 
ing been called for, and no inquires made, 
the truth of the case is unknown. But it 
was never sl&pposed that Mr. Jackson hfhi- 
seif, who xvas on board the frigate, had 
been personally insulted: nor is it yet per¬ 
ceived in what way he considers it as 
having happened. It is needle.ss to remark 
that any representation on the subject/ 
would have instantly received every pro¬ 
per attention. Another ground on which 
a protection was asked for, is the supposed 
tendency of the language of our newspa¬ 
pers to excite popular violence on Mr. 
Jackson’s person. ILid hy been longer 
and better acquainted with thp Habits and 
spirit of the American people, he would 
probably never have enlertaiiied an ap¬ 
prehension of that sort. If he meant to 
animadvert on the free language of the 
new.spapcrs, lie rilight justly be reminded 
that our law.s, as those of his coun- 
set bounds to that freedom : that 
the freedom of British prim.s, .how¬ 
ever great with respect to public cha- 
racU'is of the United States, has never 
heed a topic of complaint: and that sup¬ 
posing the latitude of the American press 
t(P e.xceed that of Great Britain, the dif¬ 
ference is infinitely less in this respect be¬ 
tween the two, than between the British 
press and that of the other'nations of 
LurCij^e. I'lie secoml note seems to be 
essentially intended as a justification of 
the conduct of Mr. Jackson in that part 
of his correspondence which has given 
umbrage. li he intended it as a concilia¬ 
tory advance, h^* ought not to have prece¬ 
ded it by a demand passport.s, nor by 
the spirit or the manner in w’hich that de¬ 
mand was made. He ought, in fact, if 
such was his objecH have substituted 
an explanation in the place of his reply 
to my premonitory letter. But whether 
he had one or oHier.or both of these ob¬ 
jects in view’, it was necessary for him to 
have done more than is attempted in this 
paper. It was neves objected to him that 
he had stated it as a iact that the three 
propositions in question hud been submit¬ 
ted to me by Mr. Erskind, nor* that *he 
had staged it as made known to him by 
the instructions of Mr. Canning, that 
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the instruction to Mr. Erskine, containing 
those three conditions, was the only one 
fiom'which his authority was derived to 
conclude an arrangement in the matter to 
which it related. The objecdori was, that 
a knowledge of this restriction of the au¬ 
thority of Mr. Erskine was imputed to 
this Government, and the repetition of the 
imputation even after it had been so fre¬ 
quently disclaimed. This was so gross an 
. attack on the honour atid veracity of the 
Government, as to forbid all further com¬ 
munications from Itim. Care was illevcr- 
theless taken, at the same lime, to leave 
the door open for such as might be made 
through any other channel, however little 
the probability that any satisfactory com¬ 
munications would be received through any 
channel here.^To the other inclosures I add 
a printed copy of a paper purporting to be 
a circular letter front Mr.' Jackson to 
(he British Corviuls in the United ijtatcs. 
This paper speaks for itself. As its con¬ 
tents entirely correspond with the paper 
hast referred tj, so they were unnecessary 
for the ostensible object of the letter, 
which was to make known Mr. Jackson’s 
change of residence, and as the paper was 
at once put into circulation, it can only 
be regarded as a verbal address to the 
Anicnican peo[)le of a representation pre¬ 
viously addressed to their tiovernment; 
a proceduie which cannot Tail to be seen 
hi Its true light by bis .Sovereign.—The 
observations to which so much extent has 
been given in this letter, with those coiA 
tallied in the correspondence with Mr. 
Jackson, will make you fully acquainted 
with the coifduct and the character he has 
developed, with the necessity of the «tep 
taken in refusing further communications 
from him, and with the grounds on which 
the President instructs you to request that 
he maj' be immediately recalled. You 
are particularly inslructei^ at the same 
time, in making these communications, to 
do it ill a manner that will leave no doubt 
of llie undiminishcd desire of the United 
States to unite in all the means the best 
calculated to establjsh the relations of the 
two countries on the solid foundation of 
justice, of friendship, ,and of mutual in¬ 
terest, With great respect, &c. 

R. Smith. 

MB. CANNING TO MB. PINCKNEV. 

• 

JForeign Office, May Hi, 1809. 

Sir—According to the intimation which 
I gave to you in our last conferunce, I 
*Mive now the honour to inclose to you a 


copy of the Order in Council, which his 
Majesty has directed to be issued, for the 
purpose of preventing, as (ar as, possible 
any inconvenience or detriment to the 
Merchants of the United States, who may 
' have entered into commercial speculations 
on the faith of the unauthorized engage¬ 
ments of Mr. Erskine, previously to the 
notification in America, of his Majesty's 
disavowal of those engagementv-«-liaving 
had the honour to read t«i you in extenso, 
the instructions with which Mr. Erskmer 
was fuyiished, it is not necessary for me 
to enter into any explanation of those 
points in which Mr. Erskine has acted, 
not only in nut (fhnfqrraity, but in direct 
contradiction tq them.—1 forbear equally, 
from troubling you, Sir, with any com¬ 
ment, on the manner in which Mr. Er- 
skine’scomniunication.s have been received 
by the American Government,^ or upon 
the terms and spirit of Mr. Smith’s share 
of the consideration.—Such observations 
will be cpmmunicated more properly 
through the Minister whom his Majesty 
has directed to proceed to America, not on 
any special mission (which Mr. Erskine was 
not authorised lo prouiise, except upon con¬ 
ditions, not one of which he has obtained), 
but as the successor of Mr. Erskine, whom 
his Majesty has not lost’a moment in re¬ 
calling. I have the honour to be, with 
great consideration. Sir, your most obedi¬ 
ent humble servant, » 

. (Sgned) Geobse Canning. 

• MR. i^nkney’s answer. 

Great Cumberland Place, May 29,1809. 

Sir—I have received the communica¬ 
tion which you did me the honour to ad¬ 
dress to me on the 2^7th instant, and will 
hasten to transmit it to the Secretary of 
Stale of the United States. No instruc¬ 
tions or information from my Govern¬ 
ment, ('oncoming the transactions in Ame¬ 
rica, to which your communication al- 
hides, having yet reached me, I e.in only 
express my concern, that the conciliatory 
arrangements concerted and concluded, 
as you have done me the honour to inform 
me, between the Anu'rican Secretarjr of 
State and his Majesty's accredited Mini¬ 
ster at Washington; acting in consequence 
and professing ^o act in pdrsuance, of re¬ 
gular inslrucUons from Ins Court/ are not 
iikely to have all that elleet which was na¬ 
turally to have been expected from them. 
1 have the honour to be, with great consi¬ 
deration, Sir, your4no‘*t,of>«‘J'ent. humble 
servant • P*?ikney. 
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FiusHiNG—JZ^poit qf A^^ant Fivderick 
Jiubourg-<M thepmau^fUleiftheJDock, 
Port, tmi Afvenal tf Fbahing, dated 
fromthmce, Jan. 4 , 1810 . 

WRBSENT STATE OF THE DOCK. 

The interior wood of, the quay of the 
on the side toivar^ls the ArsiMial. is 
destroyeeL The ground has been dug 
away,.and thrown into tlie Dock, on tiie 
•paved side of the embankment.—The quay 
on the side of (he Old Dutch Bank is in a 
gomi state, and nearly in the condition it 
was ill before the occup.ulon of the 
enemy. The Quay for*careening, wliicli 
had been repaired by tjie emerny, has 
been reduced to its forint r sfa'e. The 
ates of the Dock and the Sitiices have 
een blown up. Some large pieces of 
the timber remain, but they are shattered. 
From the general appearance of the 
mines employed by the enemy, it may be 
euppo.sed that the founJalious have nut 
been injured. Both within and vi-itbout 
the gates of the Dock, many vessels or 
boats laden with bullets and bombs have 
been sunk. Within the Dock there is a 
great quantity of cannon, or bombs, and 
of bullets which the enemy had thrown 
hastily into it, presuming that they should 
not have time to carry them away. Frort 
the middle of the Dam on the outside of 
the Sluice, the Dock may be very easily 
emptied, and* the condition of the found¬ 
ation uf the Sluice thereby examined.. 
The vessels or boats may Bfe easily raised," 
and the cannon bullets, and bombs ex¬ 
tracted, and every other incumbrance that 
has been thrown into the Dock. The 
value of the useful, articles so obtained 
will pay the expense of the labour, and 
even repair ilie Siuice, if his Majesty 
should think fit tinit it slioukl be restored. 

* A 

THE .\NTERI0Ii l'V*'f Or THE DOCK TO THE 
i.Il.SI.X. • , 

Here the enemy has thrown the clean¬ 
sing utensils, which may he easily ab¬ 
stracted. On the bank called the ^yai 
Holkindais they have thrown a quantity 
of rubbish, which Ixas elevated the soil 
nearly as high as the marshes. They 
have also thrown in ten pjpees of cannon. 


CHANNEL. 

. The piles which were driven in,"both 
perpendicular and horizontal, have some 
of them bee? sawed. A brig and a i^i- 
nace have been thrown also into the mid¬ 
dle of this channel. Also a boat on the 
north aide j but all this may be easily 
removed. 

• THE AliSliXVL. f 

The magazine and the different build¬ 
ings Sttachud to it have been burnt. The 
in.itcriais of hvidding hav^e been entirely 
destroyed.—Tlie niei'cantjJe port has not 
been injured; there is onij' a boat at the 
< nfranco between the, piers, which may 
with facility be drawn into the port. Tltc 
same may be done with an English brig, 
which is’very little damaged, arul which 
remains iie.ar the Wes'.ern Pier, under the 
ramparts of the town. This is one oi 
those boats to which the cnepiy set lire eii 
the approach of the French flotilla. In 
different situations on the bank there are 

about 15 wrecks of boats.-The English 

division W'hich fled before the French 
flotilla, cut away its cables on setting sail. 

I have ordered the pilots to sound the 
channels, and to raise the anchors and 
cables which the enemy has abandoned. 

-No vessels have been sunken in the 

Dykes. The *enemy intended to do tln.«, 
bu£ be was not allowed time to accomplish 
his purpose. Two vessels laden with 
ieveral kinds of artillery, have been taken 
in the ports. A quantity of bullets that 
the enemy probably haid not time to re¬ 
move, are now deposited h(?re—It is not 
possible at present to e.stimate the number 
of ve&sek the enemy has lost, hut hy the 
wrecks that are visible every where, the 
loss must have been considerable. The 
boats we have employed have preserved 
every thing, and among the materials are 
some masts of .shi[is of the line. Many 
bodies of men and horses are floating on 
the coast. An inventory is preparing of 
the effects abandoned by the enemy. 

(.Signed) Di'jUoijko. 

The Secretary General Minister at War 

(Signed) , Fkiheon. 
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’ “ 1 will vpnUitc to proplieny, tliat, if the reigninp; nofions uonwriiiut; LIBKI,:^ W pu '.iwl a little 

“ further, no man will flare to open bis raontli, nuirli lc.<s to nse bis pen, apaiesl the worst a«lmini«- 
trdtion that run take place, hon’over mnch it liehoves the people to liij^apprizeil of the ii.nililiiin they 
“ are likely to bt: in. In short, I flo not sec what can be^'ic issue, but an universal .aoquirscenec to 
“ any rnm or any measures, thul is, a liiiwnright passive obedience.——riicrc is one preat fuason 
“ why every patriot should wish thiiSint of wiitin;;s to be cticonraceel; which is, that ersions 

"Nipon the cniiihict nf mitii.lcis, s-ihiiilltrd to the eye of the public in print, imust, in the nature of tha 

“ tliiii", be a ^:rc-it chccL iipcm I'icii b,ul nctiuos, ami, at the s>ine tin”, an iii'-cntive to their dain^ 

“ wh.it is pr.irsc-worthy. Ncvcrtlicl •&., if|il be once clear lav., tliat a paper may he a lib”! whether 
“ TIIliE or EAl.s.', writlrii :ii;aiiist a or a hnd mao, wlifn altve or dciul, who c there that may not 
*' eoilinue t ?di«i .rri:, whclhur li * h.ts n arain of hcincstv or understanding if he shoiihl happen to bs 
“ a tavonritp .ateoiirt? 'I'iie wois; his actiins .arc, the moiv truly sharn the writer states lliem ; and 
“ the more tlic public, fioin liis )ust rc.isoninirs, drUst and ery out nirainsf them, tire more “ scaninUtus'* 
“ and iHiHo'ii,'’ of cniric. mil be the libel. Tln-re is BUl'^ONE STEP FURTH' R BEFORE 
“ YOU AIJlUVE .-tT C<>.MPI,(;iL f»ESP( iriScI, and that is, to exfend the same doctrine to worda 
“ spoken, aivl th'.‘, I am pc."'ouiici!, would, in (riitli. very soon follow. .An ! tlicn wbaf a blesMid coii- 
“ cliti'in slioul.'^ve all be in ’ w'lcii in ither the libr 'y of free wiifiua or free S[)ct?ch, about every body’s 
coneern, about tiie i!-:i:ij '('‘ii'’iit of public im.iK-y, public law and public afl’airs, was permitted ; and 
** eoioy /.(i./i/ i.ii, nfnud in uknt f.-c/,/ hod j, houi\.ci, could nut thinking /” Letter attributed 
to the (jiiLAT Lord Camden, pi.hlishcd in 
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SUABIARY or POLITICS. 

Shlttim; m> the (J\j,i,r.UY.- Pari of 

yvliat I intt'iiiled to say, imdur this liciul, 
la''l week, wits oniittfil foi want, of time. 

I now, therefore, resume, As to the ques¬ 
tion before the iloiisc, I siioiiitl liave voted 
a{rai,'i.st the mioioii of .Afr. Sheridan, had I 
been a member ; and for these rtMsoiis ; 
tliat, if, upon ail ocv asions,*,?/iMf, or not s/uit, 
were to be put. to the vote, the conse¬ 
quence would l)c, as the IIou.se i.s now 
constituted, that tlx* men in power woiRd 
shut out the people when tliey pleased 
and would not shut them out in any case 
where tlxwe who opposed ilx.ni mictlii 
wish it. Nothing, therefore, would.h.ive 
becii effected of any advantage to the 
A'.iusc of truth : a intijonty would liate an¬ 
swered the ministers’ purpose full as wi II 
as the mere motion of sueh a man as Mr. 
Charles Yorkc, and, we, know, tliat the 
staunch friends of oyr praclktd constitu- 
“ tion,” (Miitciid, that it is ahsolulely ne¬ 
cessary that every minister, that i.s to say, 
every one, wdio is, lot the time being, the 
head servant of the king, should have a 
decided majority* in the House; or, in 
other wot (Is, the [lower of doing ju.st what 
be and his colleagues please, in the way 
of making laws and granting away oiir 
juoney. Tiiis being ^lie " praeticu of the 
“ constitution,” ani| a practice, too, which 
both parties appear to approve of, tliere 
w*Hl(i certainly have been uothing gained 
h fhe power of csclusioi^out ol 

*»• hands of individual mtiiubitrs, and 


-[f 2(5 

piving it f» a majority.-As to leaving 

tlx; (ji.tilery opeu as mats^r of ri.'ht, that is 
quite out of the (|ue.«lion; for, .such would 
he the noise and tumult upon all occasions 
of great pulihc interest, that the members 
would be ur.able to'hear one another, and, 
of ci.'urse, nobody in the Cfallery could 
hear them. Theie must be, at once,, an 
•iMid to all debate-reporting, at lea^^t. A 
few persons might cateb licre and there a 
part of a dcb.tte w'ith their earsT but no 
debate could ever go fortli lo the public. 

-For these reasons 1 'should liave had 

no hesitation tfl vole against the motion of 
Mr. Isiieridaa, though I admire many 
parts of his ayua’cA, ami wish, with all my 
heart, I could say the same with respect 
to any part of what IJx lieve to l.ave been 

his motives. -^,Alr. Windham rqpreaehed 

him with keeping away upon the great 
quf.ilion'.', relative to the war : that is to 
.say, the gre.it yuestlons.* Kvery 

one has his taste. 1, for my [-'art, should, 
»!'it were not indecorous, reproadiMr. 
Sheridan, and most bitterly reproacli him, 
to.I, for keeping away upon qui.stions, 
wherein the people are interested. Upon 
questions relating to sinecures, to ci'-nvus 
taxation, to the selling and hut mg of 
offices ami seals, to parliaments^/ rt/orm, of 
which lie vsaswnce. the most distii)gi'i,shcd 
advocate. These are the (iiu'stion.s, in tho 
discTissiuii of wliicli, I sliould lihe to see 
his brilliant talents eiierted. I believe 
him to be a friend, and a very 8incei;a 
friend, to tlic lil/etti/ (if 7»'cs»f and hia 
speech, m a the press, was not 

H 
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1c!:s excellent in itself than it was well- 
timed; but, Mr. Sheridan is rauph too 
sensible a man to need to be told, that 
iip'ithpr the liberty' of the press nor any 
other right of the people enrf be safe, un¬ 
less the people his fairly rep'esented in par- 

Uamait. --But, tlioug'h I do not agree in 

the propriety of Mr. Sliendan’s motion, I 
am vsery far in<lrcd from agreeing In the 
main argument that was used against it; 
pamely, that it would be an innoviuim, 
which argument comes, too, with so bad a 
grace from any of those, who have* had a 
hand in riding this unfortunate nation for 
the last twenty yoars, an*! whdfec constant 
and only argument for their hundreds of de¬ 
partures from the constitutioifh'df been, that, 
the times having changed, wc must make a 
foiTCspomling change in our laws and usages. 
Remind them, as luy lord bolkcstonr most 
' pertinently did, during this debate, ef the 
«hanges which tlay liave made; remind 
them of ilic taxing laws, by whii li a man’s 
proficrty is tuki n away by persons ap¬ 
pointed by thcii'ow'n, and without any 
apfieal to a jury; remind them, that, 
while in eases where it is not necessary to 
a man’s interest, he is compelled to em¬ 
ploy persons in the profession of the law, 
he is in these taxing cases absolutely/or- 
biddai to employ any such yserson, how¬ 
ever illiterate or ftchle-minded he him- * 
self may be, nay, the prohibition is the 
same, il* the taxed party be a woman ; 
remind them flf the Barracks all over the 
country; remind them of the regular mi¬ 
litary e.stablishmcnt of (fermans, horse, 
foot, artillery, ingiueers, and stall', station¬ 
ed in the lieart ol'Kngland ; remind them 
that, while the Act of,Settlement, by which, 
and by which aloU(',,his Majesty’s family 
was exalted to the tiirone of this king¬ 
dom, remind them, that, while this great 
constitutionrd hvv declares that no fo¬ 
reigner sirali hold^any post of profit or 
trust, civil or military,'the faetjs, that 
there are now about seven hundred por.jons,* 
holdiqg military cilices of tmst, in the 
German estohlishment alone, ,n >t including 
the other foreign corps; remind them, 
that, of these persons, manv are put to 
command English qfficers, and' that, in no* 
less than thr^e of the districts of this king¬ 
dom, some of these Germaij Officers have 
great commands, upon the staff, one of 
them having no less tlian;/(»e EnglLh Ge¬ 
nerals under him in command; remind them 
of any of these things, or numerous other-s, 
at the very thought »f «vliich our forefa¬ 


thers would have startled with indignation 
and horror; remind them of the longrsus- 
penaions of the habeas corpus act or any of 
the other encroachments upon our liber 
ties; remind'them of any of these things, 
and their answ'cr invariably is, that the 
times home changed, that, of course, the laws 
and usages must change with them, and, how 
often have they had the effrontery to tell 
us, that on® of the great benefits of the 
English constitution is, that “ it contains 
" within itself the means of suiting itself to 
“ the exigency of circumstances f This was 
what they told us, when tl.ey were yiass- 
ing the acts to suspend the law of habeas 
cni'jtns, and to inflict new and unheard of 
yiunishmcnis for writm* and publishing 
what were to be deemed lilials. But, the 
inomeiil you yiroposo any ibuig in lavour 
of the lil'C'i'lv ol'tlic subjctl; in lavour of 
that “ birthright” of laigiidimeii, for the 
hettcr seeming of v.lii< b the# king’s family 
wereexpre.ssly raised to the tlfrom; of our 
country; the iriomenl \ou propose any 
change favourable to that hharty, that > cry 
moment do they set up agaircst you a cry 
against innovation. It i-, with them, no 
innovation to impose the Incorae-ta.x and 
Assessed taxes; to send people round pa¬ 
pers and make them their own taxers under 
heavy penalties, in c-ase of disobedievice; 
to deny them a jury to appeal to in casef 
whe/'e so large a portion ef their property 
is at stake, and in the same cases, to refuse, 
even to women, the assksiancc of any per- 
r son learned in the law for the defence of 
her property ; to do this is, with them, no 
inmnation. It is no innovation to erect 
bitnacioi; to introduce GerraaiiTegimcnts; 
to ntake English officers serve under the 
cofmnand qf.German Officers even upon Eng^ 
lish ground: these are, with our accusers, 
with the enemies of our liberties, no inno¬ 
vations; they fear nothing at all from 
the.se changes ;• but, dreadful are the 
dangers they apprehend, not from giving 
the people a right to enter the galley of 
the House of Commons, but merely from 
ruakiiig it, occasion^:!!}', a matter qf delibcf 
ration, whether, in a particular instance, 
the gallery shall he shut or not; from thi| 
" innovation,” wbat dreadful mischiefs ara 
we not to apprelieud! No danger in sus¬ 
pending the habeas corpus Act fur several 
^ears together; no ‘danger at all in that, 
nor in German Establishment, nor in tlit 
buying and sellifig of Seats. Mr. Wind¬ 
ham, in particular, seemed 'to discover ftot 
the least possible danger fiom the trai&c 
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in Seats. He openly declared so. And 
yet he is surprizingly alarmed lest the peo¬ 
ple sliould claim a right to be admitted 
ipto the gallery of the House, to buy or 
sell the Seats in which House appears to 

him so innoxious.-With resjject to the 

shutting up of the gallery upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, it is not necessary to say 
anjr thing, the object of it being loo plain 
to be misunderstood by any man in the 
kingdom, ideots that can read not except¬ 
ed; and, if there could have been any 
doubt upon the point, previous to tlA de¬ 
bate upon Mr.,Sheri<lan’s motion, it must 
certainly then have been removed by the 
original author of the exclusion, who, hav¬ 
ing bi en tauntingl]( asked why he did not 
clear the galleiy during the Duke of 
Yoi k’s invest^ation, answered, with liis ac¬ 
customed naivete, ilial, if i::: could hare fore- 
teeti the nature of theeiidcrce, he would have 
cleared tlie gallery upon lii*t occasion also. 
But, though,! not think Jtncu-stary to 
say a wortl as to the tnotire for sljuiting the 
gallery, or as to the tUt ct it ought to have, 
ami, in all likeiihuod, will have, upon the 
country, I cannot refr.un from again com- 
phiinnig, that this tnc.i'.nre has heeii ac- 
coinpunied with a violent pssanll upon the 
press, as far as that press is employed in 
the opposing of lolly and corruption in 

public men.-This allack up.m the press 

has, 1 beg the reader to*ol ’5'.rve, been 
systematic. It is now radn'r moie lliJki a 
year since it appears .sc i iot^ly to have 
been set about, and it ouglit neter to b* 
forgotten, iliat the first op^n invita ion to 
tile pcrs(‘CUtioii of the press was g veii in 
a pamphleUaddri ssed " to I'rcdcrul: Duke 
“ of York and Athunp," amf pn!)li>he(l by 
Ecerton, booksellv r to the Hor^p Guards. 

-In this paniptiUt, we had "a loicfaste 

of the doctrine that was afterwards to be 
held in the Ilonse of Cominons by Mr. 
Yorkc, Ml'. Vatmin" mul iMi d Custlereagh, 
and which w'as held by tliem during the 
debate upon Ma, Waudle’s first preferring 
of his ( barges against the Duke of York. 
The first of the ihrec.took occasion, that 
evening, to a.ssert, that there was a con¬ 
spiracy existing in'the country against the 
Iiou.se of Urunsw'ick; that made its ap- 
proachc.s towards the* king through his 
son , and that it was carried on by the 
means qf the press, ^r. C.snnisg, upon, 
the same occasion, as.serted that the press 
was carrying on a sy*s(ematic assault upon 
th%kiiigly goviamment; and, that its lan¬ 
guage was foul and degrading; and that 
Its aaacks upon high characters were base, 
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and might be compared to the assaulting 
of females. LoruCastlereagh, agreeing 
with thfj other tw'o as to the existence of 
the evil, pretty broadly hinted at a remedy. 
He said, that any man might, with only 
a tolerable share of low-cunning, render 

conviction extremely difficult. - Ah ! little 

did these two then think, that \vc should 
so soon, by the means of this same press, 
have to record, their going outouTpiSn a 
heath and shooting at each withers heads, 
and that, too, about a quarrel for place!* 
Since tjiat time we have seen them both, 
against one another, appealing to the press; 
and, I now^ppeal to the public, whether 
in giving to the \forld /nipublications, the 
press has not amply avenged itself upon 
Mr. Canning for his charge of baseness 
against the press. Before the clo.se of 
that investigation, at the opening of which 
Loid Castlereagh hud assailed the press, 
and had lamented the difficulty of convict¬ 
ing men for writing and publishing libels; 
before the close of that investigation, my 
lord Castlereagh himself was convicted, 
not of W'l'iting or publishing a libel, but 
of oHcring a place of profit, within his 
gilt, to be swapped, to be rapped, as the 
horse-jockeys call *11, for a seat in that 
House of Commons, where he had, but a 
few w'eeks before, made his charges against 
ihe press, and had lanientod that low-cun¬ 
ning could save a libeller from conviction. 

-These were the men with v^Jiom, in 

parliament, the assault upqn the press 
began. Isow, supposing the effect of tlip. 
’attacks upon them, by the press, had had 
its wished-for effect; namely, thjit of 
diiviiv^ them from their places, would the 
natii.n have had to lament such use, made of 
the press' Would the nation have had 
to lament, with Lord •Castlereagh, that it 
w.as difficult to convict of libels *for such 
writings? Oh! how happy would it have 
been for England, if the press ^jad^suc- 
ceeded in driving them* from their places 
Ijefore they entered upon their last cam¬ 
paign, which has been more fatal to the 
country than any three of the most’fatal 
campaigns of any of their predecessors? 

If the press had succeeded in driving them 
from place in the month of May las* 
(and had it been free, as it ought, it would 
have therein succeeded) whjft enormous 
expence, what rivers of blood, what an¬ 
guish, what toiment, what disgrace would 
it not have prevented to this nation and 
its armies! The press endeavoured to 
effect this great object; it went as far as 
it dared ; and, had*it djired to publish the 
H a 



iSn ?OLmCALmGlSmL.^ShuitwguptheCaneTf. 


irrah, that oljject woAld have been accom¬ 
plished, lon« before the fitting out of the 
Walchcren Expedition.——The province 
of a “ f'-ec-press** is not to send forth 
prim m.ers, spelling-books, systems of book¬ 
keeping, of geometry, and the like. This 
is not the province of a free-press; for 
any press, under the int>'»t grievous ty¬ 
ranny^ may employ itself in ihaf way. 
What i^tneant by " Libj-uty or the 
** Pbess,” is, the liLrij/ of publUImg one's 
'optnions freely as to the characttr and the 
condtwt VMEN in POWER; wrn uho 
have the ni.inacrcment of the public's affairs. 
If it means any thing ; il* it bns common 
Bcn.sc in it; if it be not a mere deceptive 
soLuid, it means this. Tlte great and tir- 
tuous author of my motto, who was an 
honour to human nature as well as to his 
country, proceeds thus: with resjiect to 
libels “ OH a particular person, in hispri- 
*' vate ca|>:n ity, there may be some little 
" foundation ibr a doctrine of this sort” 
(the doctrine, still tnuintained, of truth 
being a libel) "bec iusc, as the welfare 
** of the state has nothing to do witli bis 
" private traiwaciions, you ought not to 
make reflections that may injure him in 
his calling or his re|)iitation; yon must 
** alway.s do lisis out of personal sjnte, and, 
" therefore, ought to be i- Uiiifliied for sucli 

“your malovohnce.-lint, 'be ca.se‘ 

is totally different wi'li resjieit to an 
“ admumtraii'm; for t!ie country in t'e- 
“ neraf is alwnys the bet-cr or the worse 
•*■ for its conduct, .nid llicieh-vc every man 
“ has a right to know, to A'lisidcr. and to 
** reflect upon Tlicir po i, in the stale, 
“ or their pu! lie oharar tors, are not liki- 
*' any iiidividuai's jif-. *icc.!ar trade, pro- 
“ feasioti or fortune. j,r Iiis priv ite ch irac- 
“ ter. The writim: ol liieni cut of their 
“ places 111 the governi lent is not a loss, 
for which they have sny lisrht to be rc- 
“ pai«ed«n damages, 'i’neir holding ought 
only to be duriiTg good kt Ii.vviour, and 
“of thi.s the people at large outfit to b« 

“ made judges.-When mrn find tbcin- 

•* selve.s aggi itvcd by the vioierice or tin* 
** misconduct of ncrscns appointed to tile 
“ ministry, it is natuial for them to coin- 
“ plain,*to communicate their tlionglits tu 
“ others, to put fheir neiglibouis on their 
“ guard, and to remonstrate in print 
"against the public proctedings. The 
“ liberty of exposing and of opposing a 
“ bad administration by the pen i.s amongst 
the necessary privileges of a fice peo- 
pie, and is, perhap.s, ^le greate.st benefit, 
“ that can b« derived from the iiberiy ci' 


“ the press. But ministers, who, by their 
“ misdeeds, provoke the people to cr 3 fc out 
“ and complain, are opt to make that com^ 
“ plaint the fomdtUion of nnv oppression, fy; 
“ proseaitin^ the same as a Idxl on the statc'.^* 

-.Such is the deiiuition of the liberty 

of the pre.ss, given by the great Loan 
('AwnnN; and, indeed, if the liberty of 
thepre.ss does not extend thus far, I should 
be glad to know of what use it can poijsi- 
bly be for any of the ends which it is, or 
ever jjas been, suppo.sed to answer. It is 
a thing very much boasted of; it is called 
the ^uaidian of our rijrhto and Uheittes; 
but, how is it to operate as a guardian of 
our rights and liberiies, unless it l?e meant, 
that it is to attack those, who are hostile 
to those rights and liberiies? And, of 
wdiat coii3e<iueiiico can that .hostility he, 
nnicss the huslile jicrsons hav«* jn/iver ? 
There are many ways, in which a free 
press may act for lue public gooi' ; but, 
certainly, llie way, in whidi it can be 
more ef.icai ious than any oilier, L> to e\- 
j>o.>e llic or ilie vrickcinc-'i! of 

men in powci ; to sln-w l!.eir tiidilne.ss 
for tile oifet s rhey fnl ; to piiil the inask 
oil'from them, w'.n n they are liypociui >. ; 
to slioiv how lii'-y Imvc injured tlieir 
ci'imtrv ; an !. I v c .{’.ting tli". public in- 
digiiaiion ag'iui tin in, lo drive •itiein 
trot.'i those olVc i>, I'v tlic filling of w'liich 
they are cnalilcd to do ini'Chief to the 

king ami to iiis people.-Tliere, can, I 

think, lie no (bjuiit, in the initid of any 
ifian of common s n-.,', and of impartial 
jailgnioiit, that such i.llic pro'per ollice, 
and nor, oii'v the propi r oilice, but tlic 
'•niy greatly useful ofiicc, of a./;cc press. 
JniJcrcd,-if such be i.ol its office, it is ab¬ 
surd to talk ol io hbt.rti/; if it bupfr- 
miticd to s.ty nothing acainst linwe who 
are in power"; if it be permitted to speak 
of tln ni only in terms of praise, is it not a 
de.sj'icHbie mockery to talk of ns liberty ? 
In praise <,f a minister you may say as 
much as you ple.i'-e : no fear i.l .-uiieitiiig 
!;:iii or any oi bis tindcriings. upon this 
tlicmc you may enlarge: there are no 
iiounds prescribed hi re : nay, if you must 
censure, and wen if your propensity be 
to slander people,,there is ample scop* 
for you amongst the ojpments of those i.t 
power, whom yoii’inay liclaboar as long as 
you please ; till ywu be tired of the work, 
and till the public be.tired of you. But, 
the mimient you begin to animadvert 
upon the principles, the Condudt, or the 
measures of men in power, that moment 
you are assailed ttilh accutatious of im- 
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measurable length and of thundering 
sound; the very least tliat is imputed to 
you*is, that your nords are scandalous, 
malicious and seditious, and that your in- 
fcntioii is to bring his Majesty’s goveni- 
ment into hiUrtd and contempt, and to 
hold in defiance his laws, his person, 
crown and dignity; when, perhaps, the 
wh(«le that you have done is to hold up 
to the just ’indif,nation of your- couniry- 
itwn, the character, conduct 8r measures 
of some njan, who never was fit for a 
minister, and of whose measnres • your 
country will, for years and years, have 

to rue the fatal con-.e()iicnces.-Of 

the lengths, to which those may go, who 
take the side of men in power, numerous 
instances might be given ; but 1 will con¬ 
fine myself to one publication; and the 
specimen wiW not, 1 think, be regarded as 
the less complete, when 1 (rl)serve, that, 
of the authors of tlic work, from which 1 
am about to r|flotp, Ms. (.'\nmno (one of 
the foremost*!II eeiisuriiig the attacks upon 
persons of high char icter) was at the 
head.-In ibe Anvi-Jaimimn Nt \vs-P a¬ 

per, wliich was, after ii.s pulilication in 
single sheets, republished iii rv o von ivtEs, 
Octavo, there are attacks, of the most 
libellous and of tlie coarsest kind, upon 
almoAt every man of any weight, who wa.s, 
at th* time of its publication (t7s>s) op¬ 
posed to Pitl and his set. bi Vol. 1. l,oiu) 
MoiUA IS accuM'd of telling tales in oftlcr 
to co:uit the House of Lords. In the same 
place his features, his boots, his stock, hin 
hat, and his whole is ridi; uhd and ' 

abused. He is compared to tin- swagger¬ 
ing bully, yi--i<ii., in Sliakespoart’.-plays. 

-In tlie same article, Mr. Pryan ^'a1- 

wards, then a mcmlier of jiarliainent, is 
called limin ; and, us amongst the fol¬ 
lowers of J.,f)rd Jvloira, Old Tliurlinv,” 

and “ 0/</Pulteiiey,” are mentioned.- 

The Duke or NoiiroLK is accused, in se¬ 
veral parts of this volume* of endeavour¬ 
ing 111 incite rebellion,*\m\ of uttering trea- 
sonable expressions,——M b. Fox, in seve¬ 
ral places, is accused* in very unequivo¬ 
cal terms, of batching treason, along \\ ith 
Mr. Tooke and others. He is called the 
modern {.'ataline. In one, place he is re¬ 
presented as Iteing rlidl'ined with treasons, 
rapine, prisons, scailulds, blood, and with 
j war against the great and good. In the. 
same article tlie late l5i ke of 1}ei>j-'okd 
and the then MarquTs of Lausdownc are 
rid^culcd^——D um-; of Noutui'm- 
«erla.nd is described as inientionaUy en¬ 
deavouring to cheat the as*essed-tax ga- 
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thercr; and afterwards, in Vol. II. the 
grossest aspersions are cast upon his cha¬ 
racter,* under the name of « Duke Smith- 
son’*——hat, not to take up my room 
with more particulars, there is, under the 
title of" Mr. Fox's BiwthDay,” a string 
of scurrilities, such as I never saw, in any 
other pubiicatioa, even in America. Here 
are introduced, the Duke of Norfoll^the 
Duke of Bedford, Mr. Bosvillojdffr Ki- 
choll, Mr. .Tekyl, Mr. B. Edwards, Sir 
Francis Burdett, ,Mr. Tooke, Mr. Fox i(atf 
tlie coin|K>cr of Ilobesjiierre and Collot 
D’Herbois), Mr. Tierney, and Mr. Er- 
skine. Uit|]er a pretended account of the 
toa.sts, speeches,'songs, ’&,c. they are re¬ 
presented as uttering the most treason¬ 
able, and, at tlie same time, the most .stu¬ 
pid sentiracnis; they arc exhibited as 
lieastly drunkards; as fools and knaves 
and blackguards, and, in short, eyery thing 
that is loathsome and detestable. A pub¬ 
lication so gross and so malignant, it is, I 
lielicve, impossible to find any where else ; 
and, that, if it had been published agaiast 
men in power, it would have been punished 
with the utmost .severity, we may safely 
pre.sunie, seeing that it was in the very 
same year, that poorfJii.Br.KT Wakefiecd, 
w us, for a pulilication 'quite inofieivive 
compared to this, sentenced to two years 

iniprisomnent in a distant jail I -Towards 

I the close of their labuuis, the stock of these 
autliors seeni.s to have been prf'tt>nearly 
ixii.tusted, and they fell into something 
rather wo.'‘se even than punning; for in- 
•stance ; “ \ i.ettpr from 1jawb\-i).vrs- 

" .'.lU I-rtlOOI. \, to Mt-FIt-AWL-AnETCIIlD- 
“ KooLz.” That is, •• from Bob Adair, 
" a dull fool, to Nicol, u wretched quiz.’* 

-This is your gaitLmanlibc writing, I 

supjio'.e : 'fills miaevalile jilay, not upon 
words, but iijion letters: i'lps wretched, 
vulgar stulf, such as one might expect 
fiom appreiuiec-boysor ])ot-girU.w I» any 
thing so contemptible aS this to be. found 
ip any jAiblicatioii that ever before made 
It.: appearance r .And yet, tlii.s work was 
the joint eiUntol IMr. (’aiming, Mr. 5olin 
Ilookham I'rcrc, and Mr. (Jeorge Ellis. 

-But, it is tile abuse, the falshood, and 

the malice, wiiicli reigns, from onc»end to 
the other of it, th.it merits unr .alieiuion ; 
because Mr. Canning, w itiioul w liosc ex- 
, press approi).uiim no article was in-serted, 
IS notv one of the assaiknits ol the pi css, 
upon the score of its ati teking men ot'kigh 
rank, which attacks he was pleased to call 
cowardly. What lyiiilicis, then, did his 
attacks deserve, wuicl^nere made undeir 
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the assurance of almost certain impwiiiy f 

-There is, however, a sort of codicil to 

the history of this Anti>Jacobin News-pa¬ 
per, with which .the public should now be 

made acquainted.-The work, after 

having, in vain, endeavoured to rise in 
sale, never attained a publiration of more 
than about 2 , 006 , though, as may easily 
be conceived, every effort was n^e use 
of a sale, and though many persons 

took itirom the same motives that they 
, subscribed to the " Voluntary Conlribu- 
ttpns,” at that time goingon. TheptfWic, 
properly so called, were disguslod with 
It, and even the alarmist^ were asliantcd 
of it. It was dropped*; but* the authors, 
hoping to preserve the rhyme part frojii 
oblivion, and, at the sanib time to gratify 
their gentlemanlike’' feelings, proposed, 
or, at least, assented to, the re-publishing 
of the rhymes, in a quarto edition, illumi¬ 
nated wilii plates, by that eeltbialed pain¬ 
ter, Mk. Gilluay of St. James’s Street, 
who, for all his admirable representations 
of louring kn-ives and cut-tHroais, is said j 
to be indebted solt ly to his iiviTor. This 
was the person, wlio «as to furnish those 
illuminations, which were to preserve from 
the intTciless tuink-tnaher the rhymes of 
Co. In plain English, he 
a carieaUire, C'erespomling 
with tlie written dt s ription td taehoflhe 
principal per-ous, who had been so grossly 
attack'd in the vvoik. The printed pan 
of the*bo<)k was tinisfiec! in Septemher, 
ISOO, and 'the illuminations, frofti the 
hand of the worthy Gillray, werw 
nearly all finished about the same time ; 
when, whether from the alarming state of 
the country at that time, and a firead of 
any cAangc uhicii that might produce ; 
whether from a lortboding of danger, .and 
of a day of retribution, without peri eiving 
any .specific cause; or, from whatever 
other motive, certain it is, that, all of sud- 
€<en,*oi{f AiUliors, who had .subscribed la 
the work themselves and epcouiaged it in 
all manner of ways, and who, Mr. CanniiTg 
at least, had corrected the sheets, as they 
went through the (;res.s; all of a sudden 
thev 'withdrew their names from the 
subscription list, and, as iMr. Oillray 
asserts, not only put a stop to his further 
operations,* but !Ma. actually 

tooh the plates into l'i\ onn possession; 
liaving stated which circuni stances, I shall 
leave the public to form their own opinions 
ns to the share which lie had had in the 
selecting of the several subjects of those 
plates.——Now, reader, look at this trans* 
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action well. Give every part of it due 
consideration. Come to a correct opinion 
of it; such an opinion as plain go6d -sense 
dictates; and, w-bcii you have so done ; 
then remember, that it was Mr. Canning, 
who, a little more than a year back, in¬ 
veighed, in .such lofty strains, against the 
dastardly conduct ot the press; against its 
basericss and ctncardice in attacking persons 
ill high rank; and, who was diretilly fol¬ 
lowed bv his colleague. Lord Castleveagb, 
who, to ivlr. Caiiniug’s accusations, added 
an es;pre.ssiun of his regret, that it w-as ^ 
difficult to insure conviction in cases ol li¬ 
bel_Reader, yon must remember the 

outcry that was set np, towards the closie 
of the last ses.ston oi parliament, against 
what was callcil tlie prevailing disposition 
to -attack ail public men, when the real truth 
was, there w-as nothing atlScked but the 
base and delestulilc corruptions that made 
notorious to all the world, and which were 
attacked w ith breoming* ahhonence by 
tlie Sfieakcr of tlic liouse^l (/onimons 
himself; but, suppo&c it had been other¬ 
wise ; suppose we liatl attacked the persons, 
.surely- we had as good a right to attack 
persons with tru h a- ^Ir. Canning and his 
news-paper associates had to attack other 
peistiiis w'nhfaheliood. 

" The il •erms, are alf^ne, 

“ 'I'o piu.isli at! uijustiee but tlicirowii.” 

Byt this conduct of the Rhodian .Fudges 
isMJipas.sed by Mi - C.miimg; for lie cen¬ 
sures ill us allacks which we justly make, 
while he, as \vc have seen, has made 
severer, or, at least, ruder and gro.sser, 
attacks unjustly. Vi e accuse nobody- of 
treasuiiabk; laiig,'. *:'■ and designs; we ac¬ 
cuse no peer of uitcmii^ the House; w-e 
accuse no J)uk< ol iiit< •ntionally endeavour¬ 
ing to c/icar the revenue; we deal not in 
the abu-'e and ridicule of the persons, the. 
leaturcs, and the dress of public men; and 
what w-as he^ I wr.ut to know, that he 
slmuld make such afttaclcs w ith impunity f 
Why, he was a favourite ol the niiiii.ster of 
the day; he was under the wing qf qffice and 
qfpower. Talk of jhcol/inism, indeed! Talk 
of levelling! Talk of pttiling doten dignities! 
Look into the pages of Mr. Canning’s 
news-paper; look, into the. scandalous 
volumes of the “ Anti-Jacobin,” and see 
how men of bfgli rank are there treated. 
Is it not monsiroul, tiien; is it not suffici¬ 
ent to aw-aken aiigcr^nd resentment in the 
breast of any man who has a heart there, 
to hear other authors anil publishers*’'re¬ 
presented as aiming at the overthrow 
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all government, thongh they have had this 
txampie before them, and have stopped 
▼ery far short of its bounds?—,—But, no 
matter what the pretence, it is the liberty 
«f the press itself, which is hateful, and 
which there exists an evident intention to 
destroy; and, the truth really i«, that cor¬ 
ruption must destroy the press, or the press 
will destroy corruption. It is a deadly 

struggle between them.-One would 

iiyagine, that, as danger approaches us, 
there would be a greater and greater dis¬ 
position to relax in severities, to «lisarm 
men of their resentments, and to unite all 
hearts in the country’s defence; but, after 
what we have seen, in all the countries 
subdued by Napoleon, we cannot be much 
surprized at whatswe now see in our own 
country. 

Spanish Revolution, or Tuhtle-Pa- 

TP.IOT Wah.- - So, it seems, that the 

French, in spite of that “ defeat,’’ for 
which %ve are praising and rewarding 
Baron Douro and Viscount Talavera, have 
reached Sf.vtlle ; and that the Junta, the 

Supreme Central Junta,” who (having 
ffood advisers, 1 dare say) began their 
labours by putting down the small degree 
of liberty of the press that had risen out of the 
absence, of the momentary absence, of 
despotism; yes, it does seem, from the 
newspapers of this morning, that this 
Junta, though they had taken the precau¬ 
tion to fortify their “regular government” 
bj' putting down the liberty of the press, 
have been obliged to quit Seville, and to 
flee towards Cadiz; that is to say, to get ts 
far out of tlie reach of their pursuers as 

the sea will let them go.-Well; let 

that stand* there. And, when we have 
leisure, let us look buek a little, and see 
what this war in Spain; this war for 
Ferdinand, this war for a kin^, this war for 
the prevention of change, this war for the sup¬ 
port qf the old order of things, ihU war, as 
the pastry-cook called it, for the holy 
altars of Spain, this war, the object of 
which was tirst openly avowed at the din¬ 
ner of the Tuktle-Patriots, where the 
Lord Cliancellor, he who had been one ot 
Pitt's Attorney Generals, made a most 
flaming speech against Buonaparte's vil¬ 
lainous attempts to rpb the Spaniards of 
theirfreedom; yes,letuslook back,only for 
* moment, to the time when the Turtle- 
Meeting took place, and see what this war 
has cost ao, how Urge a portion of our 
means, how many thousands of valuable 
lif^s, and bow'much suflering from many 
causes, amongst which must not forget 


increased toroizon.——Numerous as the 
German troops, in our pay, are, we have, 
upon a moderate computation, lost more 
of our troops in Spain and Portugal than 
we have of German troops. Would it 
not, then, have been briter to have kept 
our own men at home, and have lel't tfie 
Germans in their own’couriiry ? What 
have we to show for all this loss? What 
have the ministers to tender the burtU meil 
country in lieu of all the inonc^'^1 hfe 
that has, in this war, been expended ? 
Nothing; for, not only have we, thus far,' 
at leasi, failed in all our attempts at keep¬ 
ing the French out of the Peninsula; imt, 
if we fail iiv tlie end.as.tljere is now reason 
to believe we shall, we shall have assisted 
the French iu the subjugation of tha 
country; because when the People of 
Spain see us driven out of the field, they 
will no longer entertain any hope from 
resistance, and, indeed, will not wish to 

resist.-It was, from the beginning, the 

opinion of thousands, amongst whom I 
was one, tjiat, if we gave our aid to a 
revolution iu Spain, tve should succeed; 
but that, if we made war, and inciteil 
the Spaniards to make war, for a 
choice qf masters for Spain, we should fail, 
and, in the nature oTlhings, we must fail. 
-How severely were these opinions re¬ 
probated by the partizans of the ministry'- 
•They had the charity to represent me as 
being “ truly imligaled by the Devil.” 
They asserted, in opposition towny opi¬ 
nions, that the People of Spain were de¬ 
voted to their “ amiable monarch,” Ferdi¬ 
nand the Seveffth; that it was for the in- 
terestsuf the world that no revolution should 
take place in Spain; that the people of 
England view the possibility of such re¬ 
volution with horror^: and they, at the 
same time, were so very candid ^as to as¬ 
sert, that I and those Who thought with 
me, were gi'ki-ed u- the soul to see, that the 
people of Spain loved their mouasKfav hnd 
that Buonaparte would,* at last, be beaten 
by tlie loyal and religious.” T'heir hops 
was, or, seemed to be, this: tluit the^ Spa¬ 
niards would repel Buonaparte’s attacks, and 
finally beat him, and that they would a ford 
(for tlie benefit of *• regular government”J an 
instance of a people, uNorr. a DEsririic co¬ 
ve iiNME NT, having risen in di;^encc of their 
cowilry and succeeded in their o/yect. This 
was the hope oT our political opponents. 
They were very anxious to have it in 
their power to say to us : " look, here ar« 
people, living-uinler a despotism, who have 
been able and willing to defend their 
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^country against France.” Their motives 
for this wer^ nut easily mistaken; and, if. 
the French bad, no matter by what means, 
been driven out of Spain, we should 
never have heard the last of it: morning, 
noon, and night it would have been dinn¬ 
ed in our ears, that people, ttnder despotic 
government, had succeeded in defending 
their country against France, when the 
peop^tof states, comparatively free* had 
made u?c?fe or no resistance against her. 
The irtferfn( •• woiild have been too plain 
not'to l>e perceived, and too useful, in the 
eyes of some persons, not to be applied. 

-This iiope, however, thisAeart-c/wa;- 

tn^r/ic^'of our poljtical o|)poneBt.s, has, it 
seems, n<»w vanished; for, if the Junta 
ha»e decamped from Seville, there c.iii 
be no doubt oflhe w'hole kingdom's being 

upon the eve of submission.-'riius.theii, 

if the lu-n-be true, will soon have closed 
that fauioi* war, of which Mk. (’a.\mng 
WHS ‘he oliicial originator, and thus will 
JFiigltshmcri know, and that, too, in tlie 
best possiide way; by llicir jfec/ings will 
tiirykiuw, what it is to have an Anti- 
.Ta< oiji.N jninioier. Aye, aje! we have 
not yet fi-lt all that v\e had to lieel from 
Anti Jaccbiri’sm, It is only n'->vv btgitmitig 
to work upon us. To acknowledge the 
8on 3' king, while the father was alive ; to 
e.spunse tiie caiue of that son in a war, 
cai' icd on against bis own published dt-' 
claiatioii; to send .in embassador 7tear his 
august p rswri at Madrid, wlieii it was no¬ 
torious liiai the said augu,t person •was 
in tu aiK e; to send a second army 
into till* lieurt of Spain lifter the fate 
of tht diioy of Sir .lohn INIoore ; to send 
out tnibassador after emliassador, with 
cxpeiK , upon t.<pence ; to send out aiio- 
th( 1 io'w cmhassiido/ just now, too, with 
all the cpoiiiioiis expeiice therefruin aris¬ 
ing: to do ti>e»e tilings, and a hundred 
others,, of tiie same de.scripiion, was re- 
serf ed- ^jr the Anti-Jucobins, whom, for 
many years, a majorny of tlic fieople of 
this infaiuatcd country extulied as their 

D U;cior'. Hut, we have, as yet, merely 
a taste of wiiat is to be c-mlured, as 

the tonsctjutncc of that iijfatu.ition.- 

Anioiig.st the minor consequences of the 
subjugvttion of Spain by Napujeou will be 
that of giving him the exclusive possession 
of ail the fne wools, without which it is 
very w'cll known; that aupeifme cloth can¬ 
not be made. JNo wool of this sort shall 
we, in future, have, without his consent; 
and, though he may find it sound policy 
to give that consent^ sbii our supply, de¬ 


pending solely upon his will, must be pre¬ 
carious. As ’eonnected with this topic, I 
will just inform the reader, that, if^a. 
Cochrane Johnstone had been allowed 
to export Arms to Spain, upon his first, 
arrival in England, early in December 
last, and if proper assistance had been af¬ 
forded him, he would now have had, safe 
in England, the famous Nf.gketti Flock, 
consisting of from fourteen to ffteai thousand 
she^ and latubs! A full account of ail 
transactions, relating to these sheep, wili 

hereafter be published.-Wejl; but, 

after ^11, how stand the Wellesleys ? 
How stands the question between them 
and Buonaparte ? I’liey have all been in 
Spain. They have all been employed 
against him. Well, brave and accom¬ 
plished generals and statesmen, what have 
you doll'.' iinth him, or to higi, or against 
him, or about him ? Can you give us no 
account of him ; and, shall we have you 
all home again, leaving IJm as he w.as 
before you w’ent out ? What! Douro 
and all! All come home again, and leave 
Buonuiiarle untouched ; untouched, did 1 

say ; Day, unseen by any one of you r -- 

At any rate, wbalevor may become of the 
Junta, and whatever may he the result of 
the war in Spain, 1 .shall always bear in 
mind, tliat, under the Junta, the Liberty of 
the fress was forbidden, 'i'hat is arfact, 
whhh I shall never forget, and which I 
hope the whole nation will remember. 

Col.-N AOAlNsT SCG.M'..--iTIlCSC tVVO 

articles of human susu-nunce, witich had 
st$ severe a combat during the Sessions 
bL'fot’e the last, and. in wdiich combat the 
former besides many wound.'d i hampioiis, 
had its great leader. Mi. Arthur Young, 
kilU'd by a cUJt stick, dead ii|»oii the field, 
appear to have leiieuid tiiiir unnatural 

hostilifies.-It will be ixmembered, 

that at the tiii.c alludt'ii to, an act was 
passed, prolid.iiiiig, iloovi^kout the united 
kingdom, the u.sc.of gra.i in ihv distilleries, 
and, pcruiilting sugar* to W used therein. 

-^'I'liis vv.is objected to by the “ Corn-. 

“ Growers,” wlio said Uial it would make 
corn, and particularly hurley, .so lowpritxd, 
that they' should be unable to pay their 
rents; and that, thus, 'agriculture would 
be discouraged.-:—jOn the other side, it 
was contended, that supposing the notions 
about the efiect of hw prices to be correct, 
ttill there wuultl ke no danger of that 
elFects’ proceeding from the proposed mea* 
sure, so long as the government was left 
with full power to stop thb opeFatiun'of 
the act as soon at^tbe prices of grain sunk 
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down to the point, which the Com 
“ Gronotn*’ acknowledged to be suffieiently 
high for the due cncouragejiient of agricul¬ 
ture.-There were many other argu¬ 

ments on both sides; the matter was fully 
discussed; reason prevailed-; the act 
was passed, and has been in force ever 
since. It is, however, an act for a time 
limited, and now is the time for renewing 
it, for which renewal a bill is now before 

House of Commons.-T(j this bill, 

• it would seem, from the reports, given in 
the news-papers, that some opposition is 
intended, particularly on the part of some 
of the Irish niambiis, and Mr. Fosteu, 
Sir John jS’ewi’ort, and Mk, Parnei.l, 
appear to be running a race of rivalship 

in this opposition.*-Let us, therefore, 

look a little into the grounds of their op¬ 
position.-The objects of the bill, were, 

■and still are, twofold : the 1st, to add to 
the quantity of corn in the kingdom, and 
thereby contribute towards keeping it at 
a reasonable price, and prevent the conse¬ 
quences of scarcity : the 2nd, to open a 
new murtei fan sugar, and thereby afford 
relief to our fellow subjects, the West 
lndi.i Planters. Consequently, the pro¬ 
priety, or impropriety of passing the act, 
and of keeping it in force, must depend 

upon \\\r. price of com in the kingdom. - 

\Vell,'tlic‘n, now let us compare the prices 
of coi-n when the hill was first passed with 
the prices of corn now. , 

THliX, NOW, 

per e/i-iarter. per qmrtcr. 

Wheat - - - ms. - - - lOJs. * 

Jlarley - - - a.Ss'. - - - 4'Js. 

Oats - - . - 33.V.-32s. 

Tiicrc lequhes I think, nothing more to 
show, that, if the wet w.vs proper in 1808, 
it must be proper to continue U in force 
now.—But, say the Irish members, though 
you have had a scanty harvest in England, 
we have had a plentiful one in Ireland, 
and, therefore, let not the act apply to that 
part of the united kingdom. In advancing 
such an' argument, tliey might, surely, 
leave out the word united; for, to hear it, 
one would suppose that Ireland was com¬ 
pletely separated frpm England, either by 
nature, or by some legal prohibition. Oh, 
no! These gentiemeo, men of so much 
sense, never can think, that I, for instance, 
am such a fool as to believe, that, while the 
ports are open, corn ctn be dear in ling-’ 
land and cheap in dreland, scarce in the 
fomer country and abundant in the lat- 
ten They might just as well suppose me 
capable of believing, that the peojile ©f 


Hampshire could experience famine, while 
those ofW iltshire were living in the midst 
of plenty. Th^ -argument, therefore, is 
worth no'thitig.———Another is, that, owing 
to the wetness of the harvest, there is a 
great deal of oorn, which cannot be used 
“ as hunumfood” which might be used in 
the distilleries. Now, *1 have always 
understood, that none but the very best 
grain is'used in the distilleries. But,^4)e 
this as it may, of one thing I iff^very 
sure, that (speaking of what sort of corn 
you please) in proportion as it is damaged, 
by wet or otherwise, it is less valuable for 
every purpose; for distilling as well as for 
eating ; and# it is well kno.wii, that Barley, 
which has been much wet, is never used 
for malting, if other can possibly be got. 
The reason is, that it has lost part of its 
spirit; paitof that, w’hich in one way or 
another, would go to the forming of human 
sustenance. Wheat is nut <listdlcd; but, 
suppose it was. Take a bushel of grown 
wheat, and it will make just as much-less 
j/«W/than a bushel of good wlieat would 
make, as the fiirnier would make less than 
the latter of human foud in the slmpe of 
flour. As to Barlt< 3 ', that w inch is unfit 
for malt and tin-distillerie.s, is, generally, 
consumed by Jfogs ;’an'l, jvirely, they are 
not so rery nice in their diet as to refuse 
to eat that which is fit for tiie still. Oa^s 
•>an hardly be called “ human food.’* Tiiis 
argument appears to me to liave nothing 
at all in it; and, indeed, unless tiTerc be 
someihitig more in the meaning of these 
[gentlemen, than I have been able to pick 
out of the repots of their .speeches in the 
news-papers, their opposition must be 
intended merely as a compliment in kind 

to their constituents.-But, I had, in 

imit-ation of these gentlemen, nearly for¬ 
gotten to ask them, how they cam© to pass 
over the circumstance (however trying) 
that we are now actually importing com 
from abroad ; nay, from JFrmce, wtrGTe we 
have, by.our importations, raised the price, 
since July last, from 27s. to 42s. a quartet, 
and where the corn, which wc import, 
|)ays a duty of 12s. a quarter, which is so 
much English money paid into the coders 
of Buonaparte! and, the Irish members 
overlooked this! Or, did they realfy, and 
do they really mean to say, that it' is 
better to give t^is money to Buonaparte, 
than to suflcr the distillation of ^sugars, 
because the latter may be hurtful to the 
interests, or, rather, the ini-aginaiy inte^ 
rests, of the corn growers of Ireland ? 

. W**. COBBETT. 

London, Feb. 10, 18/0. 
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N. B. I was mistaken, last week, in 
confounding Mr. Villibrs, Envoy to Por¬ 
tugal. with Mr. Viluers late Paymaster 
of Marines, They are difiere’nt pcr- 
s(Hi8; and I avail myself of this first oppor¬ 
tunity of correcting my error. 

COBBETT’S 

Padiamentaiy History 

or 

ENGLAND, . 

Which in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo> will cnntaiiV a full and 
accurate Report of all the recorded 
Proceedings, and of all the Speeches 
in both Houses of Parliament, from 
the earliest times, to the Year li>03, 
when the publication of " Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary Debates” commenced. 

The numerous Subscribers to the above 
Work are respectfully inforny^d, that the 
Sixth Volume, embracing the period 
from the Accession of Queen Anne, in 
1702. to the Accession of King George 
the First, in 1714, will be published in 
March next. 


MEXICO. 

To the Cotton, Woollen, and Silk Ma^ 
nufacturxrs of the United Kingdom. 

Gentlemen;—^While I was at Mexico, 
last year, I conceived it to be a duty in-^ 
cumbent upon me, to endeavour to pro¬ 
cure every sort of information which 
might be of service to the interest of my 
country. Amongst many other objects, I 
attended particularity to the state of the 
Cotton, ^Woollen, and Silk Manufactures 
there, and 1 have brought home with me 
patterns of most of them, with their prices. 
As l4iMBk that these patterns may he of 
very essential contequence to your inter¬ 
est, I take this opportunity to inform youv 
that ,if there be any amongst you, wiio 
wish to see them, I shall be at home every 
Tuesday and Friday from 10 o’clock in 
the morning until 1 o’clock in the fore¬ 
noon, when 1 shall be happy to aiibrd you 
every explanation in regard to them, and 
also relative* to the exports and imports of 
Mexicov 1 am. Gentlemen, your obedi- 
dient humble Servant, 

A. Cochrane Johnsto.ne. 

No. 13, Altop't BuUdmgt, 
lira) Road, 14j(A Fdf. IHIO. 


EToff. Georgs Villiers and Mr. Hunt. [944 

The Hon. GEORGE VILLIERS and 
Mr. HUNT. 

Sir; —In a former communication'on 
Mr. George Villiers’s delinquency, I stated 
a circumstance of Mr. Waters, his Deputy, 
having a contract from the Ordnance Of* 
fice—(see page 126,) which I qualified as 
a transaction that appeared extremely 
suspicious on both sides; at that time I 
did not knpw, that a delinquency, similar 
to that in the Marine Pay Ofiice, had ac* 
tually taken place in the oll'ice of the 
Treaaurer of the Ordnance ; an event, 
which though it does not directly prove 
connection or complicity, certainly tends, 
from the coincidence of time, and simi¬ 
larity of circumstanco-;, to create an ad¬ 
ditional suspicion, that the one was con¬ 
nected and influenced by ^be other; in 
whatever manner that influence had ope¬ 
rated. On the discovery of the delin¬ 
quency, Mr. Villiers rcsigmd ; on the dis¬ 
covery of the delinquency, Mr. Hunt, fol¬ 
lowing the example in this, as in the mal¬ 
versation of the public mqjiey, resiiined; 
and the Minister has appointed a succes¬ 
sor. The Minister has informed the House 
of Commons, that the projjer officers are 
investigating Mr. Hunt’s account.^, that 
they will soon be made up, and the dejicit 
known. 11c has not given any informa¬ 
tion re.'ipecting Mr. Villiers; but now 
that the discovery is made, vve may sup¬ 
pose that no time will be lost in bringing 
down his account so as to ascertain the 
ie^it to the time of his resignation .—That 
every eflbrt will be made, by the one, and 
the other, to pay up their respective defi¬ 
cits, 1 make no doubt; and ‘I will even 
adiiMt that they may both be able ty re¬ 
pay the whole, witliout any loss to the 
public, though I am far from thinking that 
that will be the case. But even then, a 
question still remain.s of much greater im¬ 
portance to the^iubiic, than the actual re¬ 
payment of the money; and that is, the 
danger of example, if such glaring acts of 
delinquency are suffered to pass with im¬ 
punity ; and without being made the sub¬ 
ject of a criminal prosecution.—This is 
not a light matter, in which Ministersmay 
exercise a disCre^onary power as the 
guardians, of the public [lurse. It does 
not end in itself—It branches out into con¬ 
siderations of the deepest social interests ; 
connected with the free and equal distri¬ 
bution of justice, which is the first and 
pre-eminent distinction of thd BritiBh 
Conitilukion, from that of any okhtr in 
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the known world. The question then 
is, Is this equality to be abandoned ? Is 
thert! to be one dispensation of the law to 
the rich, and another to the poor f Certain 
1 am that the utmost care ought to be 
taken to guard against the possibility of 
such an opinion being circulated among 
the lower classes of the people. It would, 
of all others, be the most dangerous ; and 
most likely to indispose them to the con- 
✓stitution, which admitted of so»grievous an 
’ abuse : they all know, that, if a man com- 
inirted a theft, restitution of the property 
will not free him from a prosecution-— 
that the persoit, who ha.s b. on robbed, if 
he docs not ]»rosecutn, is liable to be pro¬ 
secuted himself for compromising a felo¬ 
ny. And wliat mtist their opinions be of 
the laws, if they can hear of public men 
applying .fs^tXl.Ooo and £ 280,000 of 
the money of the public to their own o.se. 
Without being brought to any trial for so 
doiiit; ? While a poor man who had ap¬ 
plied a.s mflny pence belonging to his 
neighbour, to his own use, would be liable 
to the utmost rigour of the law. Let no 
man imagine, that my disposition is cruel, 
or tliat 1 on insensible to ttie distress that 
the men allii.lol to may feel from ilie dis¬ 
covery, aiifl ilie conseij'ieiice- of -lieir de¬ 
linquency; lint I have sopeiiur feelings 
for Wic inierests of the public; and I 
know there can he no safety for the pub¬ 
lic property, no .security agains? ni dfcr- 
sution, peciitatioii, .tnrl fraud, if sii. h enor¬ 
mous acts of delinipi ncy are suflered 
pass wi ll i npiiniiy. The House .if Com 
moiis evineed tiiis to he their opinion in 
ordering Lord MeLille tube })ro.secu:ed 
for a misdemeanor, though he did not ihi n 
owothe public a farthing; and thoufjhaii 
Act of Indemnity had been passed fir the 
strongest article of the cliarge against 
him. W^hy was not a similar line of con¬ 
duct observed in the case of Mr. Steele ? 
where the delinquency was marked by 
many aggrav.uiiig* cinmnistances, and 
where the large sum, he had diverted to 
his own use, wa.i not repaid till the mal¬ 
versation was discovered by his succes.sor 
in ollice. That t]ie onii.ssion at the lime 
was highly culpable, and has been attend¬ 
ed w itli most itijurii»u.s ’consequences to 
the (lublic, is now too evident. But that 
the blame may not incK.scriminatelv be 
charged to ministers fit large, it ought,to 
be known, that it belongs, exclusively, to 
Attorney General of the day, when the 
discovery was made, in the first place, and 
t® every subsequent Attocuey General 


sin.ee, though in a less degree; as that officer 
has the powfer, and it is an essential part of 
his duty, to prosecute oifences against the 
public. If Mr. Steele had been prosecuted 
tor the delinquency, is it likely that Mr. 
Villiers and Mr. Hunt would not have taken 
warning by the example ? But on the con¬ 
trary, when -they iouifd that detection 
produced no oflier inconvenience that^ 
the reVunding the money; may 
fairly conclude that the prospectW pro¬ 
fit, from trading with the public mo-, 
ney, was too strong to be resisted, and 
that it will continue to produce the 
same efTect on all men, w'bo have pub¬ 
lic money* in their bauds, until the law 
be duly executed in such cases, in 
favor of the pioperty of the public, as it 
would be ill the case of the property of 
an individual ?-At this time the delin¬ 

quency of Air. Villiers and Mr. Hunt, is 
each of much greater magnitude as to 
the sum, than tliat of Mr. Steele, but the 
case of Mr. Villiers particularly, except 
lie has Iu>(*n guil'y of signing felse re¬ 
turns, is inferii,!' in degree of criminality 
to tliat of Mr. Steele, as the latter acted 
against an express law passed to regdiate 
ills uilice, and .Vlr.^Vilbers was not under 
any such legal restrain^. Until Mr. 
Meele be prosecuted, is it [lossible to 
bring Mr. Villiers to a trl ,1 i think it is 
•not ; and that Mr. Villuns and Mr. Hunt 
■ii'ist be both ovi-r!u:-ked, and allowed to 
rs( ape wi'h i ii|)unity ; f r even is to re- 
’• I have little e.\peet iiions on that 

I p int, asoc li.^'e .seen liowiliit has been 
maiiignl rii other iivsl.m. cs; for in the 
fa.soof Mr. r.:rdye<’'s :!efieit, which oc- 
cuired s iiiie ‘JO years ago, if I am not 
mi., koii, tlieie was till very lately, aeon- 
siderable ba'ance 'tilldue.—I have heard 
a great deal ot Air. 13.iiikes’s Committee, 
but as far as I can ju of their proceed¬ 
ings, they appear to be dealers in small 
wares. J do nig kiioy that thel^ecent 
instanci^ of delincpicncy fall under their 
Inquisitorial cognizince, and I hope they 
will not be oniiuled at my expressing a 
wish, that they do not, like an ancient 
sect, strain at gnats and swallow camels; 
but if after being in labour two or three 
yea!'.s, they have produced but one little 
iuou.se, it woultl he unrcason«bJe to have 
any very great <;.xi)ectations of their futur# 
pro(luL'tioti>; and Air. Steele, AIi‘-Villiers, 
and Mr. Hunt may probably be dead and 
buried before they can come down to- 
ilieir case; but however the House of 
Commons may cfause to delegate their 
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auOcs, ia «peci*l 

4ion' has «ot ^ 

pobKc to VM;piijj|^li^;-'<iE>y. left them 
without«jiaiam ^ ^ in the cases 
befone nii, Uif Jt^^dlqr of the Kxche- 
qner is ihie property, aud ibe 

Attornev Ojcherat is charged with prose* 
cuting the ^liaqttqncy. I <mly desire it 
to be understood that the deficit, and de* 
lin gBenc y or misdemeanor, arc dliTerent 
andmSiLiuct; that it' the deficit were com¬ 
pletely done away, tt>e delinquency, 
‘which is the subject of a criminal pro- 
a^ution, would stilt remain; and* that if 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Attorney Genenil shoujd afjpear renii>s 
in performing their respective duties, the 
public will look to the Ilotisc of Commons 
to interfere, and to call them to account 
for the dereliction of their tliify--—I know 
there are 'many who make light ol iMr. 
Hunt’s deiinqueiicy compareil with tiiat of | 
Mr. Vill’ers, looking only to the amount 
of the deficit, which is expected, in tfie 
one case and the other. But I cannot 
agree wi'ii thi< nxode of reasoning, for I 
have alrendv slie^vn, that though the loss 
to the puh.'c ii' iy be less, tlie criminality 
may.fiHiii! iijan\ i.ircumstances, hegreatei; 
and hat the lielinijueucy must be viewed 
separately, to c.table ns to form a correct 
juiigment on the demerit c.f each case.-— 
Objections havf been made to the appoint-* 
meut of one of Lord J.lulgravu’s brothers 
as successor to Mr. Villie*.'., on the ground 
of mcapaci^)^—But if sulncient security 
has been takt'ii to guard tiie public against, 
the consequences, that ma^ arise from in¬ 
capacity or malversation, I should not 
be fur attending to the oitjcctions, though 
I think a question ought to be made, bow 
far the Civil Office of Paymaster is com¬ 
patible ij'ilh the MilitAty character of the 
General, and that the pay of tiic latter 
should be saved to the public, while he 
receive**llre salary of Paymaster : as in 
the case of Officers on half pay, which is 
gtopt, on the receiving a civil employment 
unde( government. A.s to the question of 
security, I am of opinion, that if the pay 
be issued monthly, the security need not 
ejtceed that amount, provided the Com- 

Kavy do thetr duty ^ 
and I again repeat what I observed in a 
former lSuml>er, that if those Commission¬ 
ers had* done their duty,*so enormous a 
deficit never could have |aken place in 
jWr. Villicra’s apeouQt. • 

I dcs. A. B. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 

At a MRwmoofthe Jnltabitssat Haase* 
holders, Eutexoas of the City and Liberty 
of WESTMINSTER, held in New Palacdt 
yard, the 9th day of February, 1810. 
Arthur Morris, Esq. llighBailifl, in the 
Chair. It was Resolved, 

That in a Petition presented to U»e 
House of Commons, on the 6th day of 
May, 1792, and entered on its Journalsbn 
it w'as averred, and ollered to be ]>roved 
at tlij Bar, that 151- Individuals. (Peers 
and others) did, by their own Authority, 
appoint, or procure the return of 307 
Members of that House (independent of 
those from Scotland), whow’cre thus cu- 
.iblcd to decide all Questions in the name 
of Ute whole People of Great Britain. 

That in a Report /trcscutad to the .'aid 
House during the last Se.<!sioii, it appears 
tliata large portion of the Meml)er.s there¬ 
of, arc I’lacemeu and Pensioners, depend¬ 
ent on the Crown. • 

That in a Petition presented to Ihc .said 
House, on the yth day of December, 1790, 
and cniored on its .lournals, it was averred, 
tliat “ .Seats therein were as notorioasly 
“rented and bought as standings for 
“ Cattle in a Fair;” which assertion was 
then re.sented a.s “ Scandalous and l.tbel- 
“ lousBut when, on the ilihtrayof 
May last, two ^of his Majesty’s Ministers 
we^e accused of being concerned in the 
sale of a Seat, they w ere screened from 
puni.shment, on a plea of the extreme no- 
tfiriety of the practice, which manv of its 
]Members uiiblushingly justified. 

‘Fhat to this defeciivc state of the Re¬ 
presentation, is to be attributed long, un- 
forianatc, and destructive Wars : the im¬ 
mense Debt and Taxes with whicit the 
Country is burthened; and those perni¬ 
cious (’ouncils which have deprived our 
fellow Subjects, the Citizens of Ixmdoii, of 
their ancient awd cunstitutioiidl right of 
Petition to the King.* 

That by these corruptions, the People 
are deprived of their lawful share in the 
Covcrnmciil, by Representation in the 
Commons House of J^arliameut, which 
sltare has been usurped by an unlawful 
Oligarchy of BoVough-mongors. • 

'I hat a complete Kefunn in the Repre¬ 
sentation would slestroy the corrupt itiflu- 
fence of the Borouglf Faction, secure to the 
Crown its just prerogatives, and restore to 
the People those rights of which, they an 
unlawfully deprived. 


FOUTICAL Rifam. 




UtM the ptlnciittei dt ottr Cott« 
ftitoteM shall ht fedupea t»’ pracitteis, the 
•xpences, disorders, a^ tomofts attending 
Elections, will be avoided; the right! and 
liberties of the People secured; taxes les¬ 
sened; the unequal and grievous imposi¬ 
tion of the Property TaX removed ; and 
future burthens prevented. Corruption 
will then be no longer necessary, much 
jikm avowed to be ncct;asary, for the admi- 
• nistration of public affairs. 

That a Petition to his Majesty bmiow 
read: (which being done). It was Resol¬ 
ved, That this he the Petition; That tlie 
High Baiiifl'do sign this Petition; That 
our Representatives, the lion. Lord Coch¬ 
rane, and Sir Frdticis Buvdelt, bart. ac¬ 
companied by the High Bailiff', be re- 
ijutsted to deliver the same to bis M.ijesty. 

1 hat a Petition^) the House of (Jotnmoiis 
be now read ; (which being done). It was 
Resolved, Tlia«>liiis l)e tho Petition ; That 
the High BaHitf, and 'rwenly-live Inhabi¬ 
tant Householders, do sign "this IVtition ; 
7’hat it b(‘delivered to our Representatives, 
the hon. Lord Cochrane, and Sir F. Bur- 
clett, bart. to be pre.iented to the House. 
And they are hereby instructed to support 
the .same. 

Fhat the Thanks of this Meeting be 
givi;n<*to our worthy llepresontatives^ the 
hon. Lord Coclirane. and Sir F. Burdett, 
bart. tor their general conduct in Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Tiiat ti<e Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to Sir F. Burdett, bart. for calling 
upon the IIoXi',e ol Commons, during t!ie 
last Session, to t.tke into their considera¬ 
tion the .''’ipI.c of the Heprcsemaiion. and 
for his able and coiu'tiiulional Speech’ on 
that occasion. 

lliat the Thanks of this Alecting be 
given to Arthur Morris, e.sq. High BaiiiH; 
for the promptness with whicirhe called 
this Meeting, and for hi*inipartia! con¬ 
duct in the Chair. • 

(Signed) Anriivn Mounts, 

High Bailiir. 

T7ie Petition to the King, 

*f We, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal 
Subjects, the Inhabitant* Householders, 
ICiectors of the City and Liberty of West¬ 
minster, respectfully approach your Ma-^ 
jesty’s Throne, to declSre our anxious so- * 
iicitude for the Hoxour of your Crown 
Safety of ybur Dotninions ; and, 
noiwithst&idiiig* the unconstitutional and 
odious barriers which, by evil minded 
voonsfUers^ havt rccfutly bueu placud 


^fWe«n yo>it Majesty Kid 

subjects, Citixenaof Londutij, 

ini^ in mind that the same Act! of 'Kiipi 

nreht which) aind which alone, 

Crowd of iEnfrland your Majesty’s biith* 
right, declared, as having always existed, 
the right of Petiljon to be our birth-right. 
-r-Wo ^humbly state to your Majesty, 
that it is with the deepest afflict|psrAvc 
have observed the rapid tendency of this 
our beloved Country to that state of things • 
which prepare Nations for Foreign Sub- 
jugatioil, the cause of which, we humbly 
submit, is to be found in one of the Three 
Fstates, of \<'hich the Government of these 
Realms is composed, having lost its Inde¬ 
pendence.—WeVill neither detail to your. 
Majesty llie proofs offered to be produced 
at the Bar of the House of Commons, on 
the Gth day of May, 1793; nor tliose of 
the generally received opinion* of your 
Majesty’s faithful and loyal Subjects, that 
a Majority of the Members arc not re¬ 
turned to thftt House by the People, but 
are placed there by a corrupt Oligarchy 
of Bi)ron»h-mongcrs : But with sorrow of 
heart we find ourselves compelled to de¬ 
clare to yonr Majesty our firm conviction ' 
that corruption has becn*estabii.shed and 
avowed in that House, and our belief that 
to this cause ought to be attributed th* 
flni'ortunate. circumstances which have 
afflicted your People, and brought^ your 
M:‘iesty's Dominions into such imminent 
peril; that to preserve, them from subjuga- 
•tion by a Foe w^ith England foragesdes- 
pised, will, as your M.ajesty has been 
graciously plea'^cd to tell us, require the 
utmost efforts of vigilance, fortitude, and 
pvTseverance.'’-—We humbly represent 
to you* Majc.-ly, thatvhe evils we .so feel¬ 
ingly dejilore, have caused the dcsitruction 
of almost all the Kingdoms and States on 
the Continent of Europe; the cornigtion* 
of their Governments, by alienating the 
affections of the People, having rendered 
them an ca«y conquest to the Armies of 
France —- \\ ith unfeigned regret * w« 
state these lamentable circumstances to 
your Majesty ; but we are not without 
nope, we have a resource in the Cijjistitu- 
tfon of our Country, and need only recur 
to its Principles to be again the great and 
glorious Nation we were in former times ; 

And we are fully convinced, that all our 
dangers may be averted, your Majesty’a 
Throne secured, tho Rights and Libcrticf 
of your People restored, and this Nation 
once mure becomc*the admiration of thn 
World—-simply, but ofily, by efficient 
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Reform in the Commons House of Parlia* 
ment; — We, therefore,- humbly pray, 
that your Majesty will be pleased to adopt 
such measures, as in your Majesty’s wis¬ 
dom shall seem meet, for effecting a con¬ 
stitutional Reform in the Conitnons House 
of Parliament, and for securing to your 
People the reality and uses of Represen- 
tatiaqj^’ 

The lotion to the House qf Commons. 

That in a Petition presented to your 
Honourable House by Charles* Grey, 
Esq. (now Earl Grey) on Monday the 
<ith day of IVJlay, IJSS, •and which > 
Petition w'as entered on the Journals of 
your Honourable House,, it was averred, 
and offered to be proved, 

" That the House of Commons did not 
“ fully and fairly represent the People of 
** England.—^That the Elective Franchioe 
was so partially and unequally distri- 
“ buted, that a Majority of your Honour- 
able House was elected by, less than a 
" two hundreth part of the Male Popula- 
“ lation.—That the right of voting was 
regulated by no uniform or rational 
*' Principle.—That Rutland,” the smallest, 

“ and Yorkshire,” the largest County, 

•• returned the same number of Repre- 
** sentatives.—^'fhal Cornwall,” which, liy 
the Census taken by order of ParliameiUj 
appears to contain a Population of 18S,26’i^, 
"returtis as many Members to your 
" Honourable House as the Counties of 
' York, Rutland and Middlesex,” which, 
by the same Census, contafn 1,6’93,377.— 

“ And that Cornvvali and Wilts,” contain¬ 
ing 373,376 persons, “ send more Borough 
Members to Parliament than Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Warwickshire, Middltsex, 

" Worcestershire, and Somersetshire, unit- 
“■ed,” which contain 2,')71,250.—" That 
*• 70 of your Honourable Members arc 
" retiErtied by 35 Places, where the Elec- 
** tioDS are notoriously mere matters of 
•' form.—^I'hat, in addition to t(ie 70 sm 
tt cimsen, yO more of your Honourable 
<* Members are elected by 46 Place.s, in 
none of which the number of Electors 
tf exceed- 50.—That, in addition to tiie 
«» j60 #} elected, 37 more of your Honourr 
*• able Mentbers are elected by 10 Places, 

" in none of which the number of Electors 
"exceed 100 .—That, in‘addition to the 
" iy7 Honourable Members so chosen, 

" more are returned by 26 Places, in 
" none of which the number of Voters cx- 
" ceed 2(X>.—That, in^iddition to the 2 W 
" »o elected, 30 enore are^ returned for 
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Counties in Scotland by less than 100 
Electors each, and 10 for Comities iu 
" Scotland by le.ss than 250 each.—That, 
" in addition to the 279 so elected, IS l)is« 
" tricts of Burghs in Scotland, not con- 
" taining 100 Voters each, and two Dis- 
" tricts of Burghs, not coiuaining 125 each, 
" return 15 more of your Honourabiu 
" Members.—^Thut in this manner 2[H of 
" your Hoi)purable Members are chosen. 
" which, being a decided Majority of die 
" entire House of Cominoii.s, are enabled 
" to decide all (Auestions in the name of 
" the whole People of G'cat Britain.— 
" That 84 Individuals do, by tlieir own 
" immediate authority, .send 157 of your 
" Honourable Membess to Parliament.— 
"That, in addition to these 137 Honour- 
" able Members, 150 mori;, making in 
" Ihe w'hole 307, are weturned to your 
" Honourable House, not by tlie collective 
" voice of thoie whom they appear to 
" represent, but by the recfjiqmeiidation 
" of 70 powerful individuals, added to 
" the 84 before-mentioned;^ and niakiiig 
" the total number of Patrons altogether 
" only 154, who return a decided Ma- 
" .jority of your Honourable House.— 
" That no less than 150 of your Ilonour- 
" able Members owe their Eleeiioiis 
" entirely to tlie interference of Peers: 

" And that 40 Peers, in dcliance of the 
" Resolutions 6f your Honourable House, 
" have possessed themselves of so many 
“ Burgage Tenures, and obtained such an 
** absolute and uncontrouied command 
" in very many small Boroughs in the 
" Kingdom, as to be enabled, by their 
" own positive authority, to return 81 of 
" your Honourable Members.—^That Seats' 
" m your Hoiiouiabic House are sought 
" for at a most extravagant and in- 
“ creasing rate of expencc.—^That the 
" means taken by Candidates to obtain, 
" aiifl by Elec^rs to bestow, the honour 
“ of a ^at in your, Honourable House, 

" evidently appear to have been in- 
" creasing in a progressive degree of 
" Fraud and Corruption.” 

Your Petitioners are of opinion, that if 
the Hepresen'ation of the People in your 
Honourable House had not been very de¬ 
fective and unequaf, they should not now 
have to complin of the sad effects pro- 
•duced by several ivifortunate and destruc¬ 
tive Wars, or of th^ immense l>fbt and 
Taxes with which the Country is bur- 
thuned. They lament, that your Honeur- 
able Ijouse have not thought fit to take the 
Petition, containing the above ailegationa^ 
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into your serious consideration; the more 
so, asf since the time it was entered on 
the Journals of your Honourable House, 
the above causes cannot but have increased 
the number of corrupt Persons'who barter 
for Seats. And it is with grief we state, 
that when a direct and distinct Charge was 
made in your Honourable House, on the 
11 th day of May last, against Lim'd Castle- 
yagh and Mr. Percwal, Membess thereof, 
•and at the same time two of his Majesty's 
Ministers, of having sold a Seat therein, 
that your Honourable House refused to 
institute any Inquiry—^we are therefore 
compelled to conclude, that the only 
alternative which is left our Country is a 
radical Reform in tlft Representation, or a 
final extinction of its Liberties. 

We cannot «onceal from your Honour¬ 
able House our apprehensions, that the 
Prayer of this our Petition will not be 
attended to until it be too late; but your 
Petitiu-ners well, in any event, have the 
aatisftotinn arising from a conscientious 
discharge of she Duty they owe their 
Country.—Your Petitioners most earnestly 
request,' th.it your Honourable House will, 
at an e.irly diiy, cause in(|uiry to be made 
into the present defective Slate of the 
Representation, and adopt such other 
means as sh.ill prevent the choice of 
Represt-ijtaiives from bein" “ committed 
" to select bodies of men, of such limited 
“ numbers a.s render them an ca.sy prey to 
" the anful, or a ready purchase to the 
"wealthy;” and to siiorten the duration 
of Parliaments; and by removing the 
causes of that conrii.'‘inn, litigation, and ex¬ 
pense, with wliieli they arc at this day con¬ 
ducted, to render frequnit and new Elec¬ 
tions, what onr Ancestors at tlte Revo¬ 
lution asserted them to be, the means 
of a ha^ipy Union and good Agree¬ 
ment between the King and tlie People. 


OFFICIAL I'APERJS. 

South Amerios. — La Pas*, Juh/ Ifl, 
1809.—The inhabitants of this place, su'-- 
pecting the Governor, Archbishop, and 
other persons in authority, of a dcsigti to 
transfer the sovereignty ^d'f he sc countries 
to the Princess ol' the Ih aziils, rose in a 
mass at half past six o’clock) and the bells 

~ _ • _ ■ 

* La Paz is nearly t&OO miles from the 
coas^, in the interior of Peru, and is adja¬ 
cent to the*lake of Cuenito. In the neigli- 
bourhood is the lofty mountain llhniani, 
one of the links of a vast chain of eleva¬ 
tion* abounding iu (b« precious uieti ls. 


of the cathedral being rang, the whole 
were sppedily assembled in the grand 
square. Parties were detached to secure 
the military guards and centinels, the Jail, 
the palace, and the magazines., All these 
operations were efiected amidst general 
exclamations of " Long five King Ferdi¬ 
nand, our Religidn, tad our Country!” 
and without any other casualty tha^the 
wounding of a serjeant who offered^ some 
resistance, and the killing of a peasant, 
who was mistaken by the populace for a 
soldier. * The portrait of Ferdinand VIL 
was stuck up at the entrance of the Town- 
hall. The Archbishop endeavoured to 
pacify the tumult; but the people ordered 
him to retire to his palace, to save himself 
from iiisnit. The Cabildo, inconsequence 
of the repeated demands of the people, 
assembled at one in the morning; and 
Don Gregoris Lanza, and Juan ‘Baotista 
Catucora, being elected Deputies to inti¬ 
mate the wishes of their feilow-citizen% 
proposed, in nheir name, that the Arch¬ 
bishop and Governor Intendant should re¬ 
sign their functions; that the Officers of the 
Haciendu should put into the hands of the 
Cahildo one of the k^ys of the Casa Real, 
and that the Post-master Rrancisco Pazos 
should be succeeded by Pedro Cosco, and 
that Don Pedro Mutilla should provi¬ 
sionally be appointed Military Command¬ 
ant in the place of Colonel Diego Fernan¬ 
dez Davila. All these propositions ffeing 
acceded to, and guards being stationed at 
die most important points, the people 
quietly dispersed at three in the morning.— 
July 17. All the European and American 
inhabitants were assembled by proclama¬ 
tion, at three o’clock, and in the presence 
of the Cabildo and the bust of Ferdinand 
\TI. took an oath to maintain the rights of 
their Sovereign, their Religion, and their 

Country_ July 18 . This day the Cabildo, 

at the instance of the Peputies of* the 
People, pcohibited any person from leav¬ 
ing the city without a passport from the 
t'o;nmandant, and ordered the Governor 
to be separated from the Archbishop, at 
who-sc |ialace they had hitherto remained 
under guards. Two battalions of cavalry, 
of* .500 men each, were enrolled. They 
consist of the most respectable Europeans 
and Americans.—T,/u/y J9. This day the 
'Cabildo, at the instance of the Deputies, 
ordered the officers of the Hacciendu to 
proclu<'e all the vouchers in their posses¬ 
sion of revenue debts, for the purpose of 
their being cancelled and committed to 
the flames. They also ftesolved that th« 
Indians skould lidt pay the ulcasala a« 
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bringing ititd warlcct thw provisions and 
manutactores, and that the duties on to¬ 
bacco should be lowered. It was also 
determined that a battalion of Indians 
should be raised, under the'title of Volun¬ 
teers of the National Union.—.f«/y 20. The 
Cabildo, on the proposjiion of the Depu¬ 
ties, admitted as associates, cight,persons 
liomil|ated by the people. Two ihou.sand 
dollars were drawn from the Casa Real, to 
be distributed among the poorer classc.s of 
the populace; but the latter, with o.ie 
voice, rejected the l.nrgess, catling out 
that the money should be expended in 
casting cannoiv, or iii'paying the troops. 
Orders were issued for raising a battalion 
of 500 stout megroes; for increasing the 
total of our fhilitary establishment to the 
number of 10,000 m«‘n ; for fortifying the 
heights of the city’ with 100 pieces of 
cannon,* and for casting a quantity of fly¬ 
ing artillery.—s/w^ 21. The people as.seni- 
blcd, as U'lUui, in the grand square, and 
the Deputies proposed to ihe Cabildo a 
new syjilein of government, with the view 
of for ever preventing the return of that 
tyranny and injustice under which they 
have hitherto sulfered. Tlie cciisidcration 
of this iniportsnt subject was, however, at 
the retjc . t of the Labildo, postponed for 
the pres< ,il.— Jtily‘Z'2. There was a gene¬ 
ral musicr o/t’ic battalions In the presence 
of Tlje CabiMo and Commandant; and 
orders were given lor an olheial commimi- 
cation of the proceedings of the IGth to 
all the (iuvernors ofjlie Unqdoin.—Jufy'J^. 
All the vouchers of revenue debts w'ere 
this day delivered up and burnt. A num¬ 
ber of Caciques and Indian Chiefs waited 
opon the Cabildo, and assured them that 
they are ready loVlefend us with 200,000 
Warrid^s of their respective tribes. 

The important facts communicated in 
thc^ovc, have led to the ntatcrial rhinge 
in the contmeroial policy' of the govern- 
inent of Buenos Ayres, announced in jhe 
following exxract of a letter:— 

* liuensfs Aj/res, Sfpt. 27, 1809, 

I take the liberty to observe, that the 
necessities of this (Government, not their 
^ood^vishe.s tow'ards Engli.shmen or stran¬ 
gers, are abotit to compel it to open th*eir 
ports to fbreigrt commerce. Ia Paz, the 
capital of the Audienci.i of I.rf)s Charias,. 
has deposed its Presidfent, aud exiled the 
Archbishop, establishing-a provisional go¬ 
vernment, at ttie head of which is the 
Royal Aodencia, but governed by the 


, popular voice, which is represented by the 
Cdbildo, or City Council, The King’s 
money, in consequence of the state pf 
afMtir.s re not peniiitted to come to Buenos 
Ayres ; and this, the principal source by 
which the Government has hitherto been 
supported, being completely done away, 
the Viceroy ha.s |)roposed to open the ports 
to free commerce, as the only means by 
which an Adequate revenue can be supplied 
to sustain his (juvernmeiit. 

« 

CONDITIONS OF COMME«CE. 

All vessels must consign themselves to 
Spanish merchants. 

The Consignee must present a manifest 
of cargo, in Spanl.«h, to the A»hninistration 
of the Custom House, twenty-four hours 
after arrival. * 

All goods .".re admitted (except those 
prolnhiled) and shall j) ly llic circular 
duty, agree:.bic to the T.irif; and .such 
goods as may not be in ihc'Carif, shall be 
vixlued at the prices ol' Europe. 

Good.s similar to those maruiiuctured in 
the country shall pay' a duty of 12 r per 
emit. o-.e.r aniLabow the circular duties. 

Ox and cow-hidcs sb dl pay' the war 
tax, oil clearance, of 12-^ per cent. As 
faras rcspcris the patriotic duly', ^it shall 
be extinguishi-d. 

Vicunier wool, baik, .sheep’s wool, tal- 
Imv, cocoa, and haii, at certain specified 
prices, lo pay a duly of 20 per cent. 

• The exportation of either gold or silver 
is not allowed. All returns must bo made 
in proiluco of the <-ountry, and to take 
away the same. Ye.sscls nj'ay come in 
ballast, and. may bring such goods as are 
permitted for the ik-.;i'o trade. 

The Spanish (’oiisignee mu^t become 
bound for the duties, and to pay a fourth 
in fifteen davs after having made the dis- 
pafc.'i, and tin- tcmainiiig tliree-fourths in 
tlir tiiree foi-'uung months, that is, one- 
fourth 111 eac’i inoiith. 

All vessels, friends and neutrals, shall be 
admitted, and must receive a Ciretom- 
house (hTicer on boaid, as is customary 
with other vessels, ami shall deposit their 
l-'-apers in the iiccrctario del Governor’s Of¬ 
fice, until a visitS.s p-ast for sailing. The 
Spanish Consignee shall not sell by- retail 
on account ol' any foreigner. 

The interdiction of wine, oil, vinegar, 
and tufuardtntc, (spiVits) except cara, [lha 
rum of this place,] is pruhibitwl. 
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papers have been kiid before the House of 
Commons, or, at least, in which thej' have 
been printed, that it is no easy matter to 
pick out and place in due order the seve* 
ral letters relating to any 'one subject. 
No order at all seems to have been fol¬ 
lowed ; but mass* of letters are thrown 
together, as if it had, in niany cases^ been 
don^ prom iscuou ly. 

On thh 2Qth of At^st Mr. John Webhe, 
Inspector of our hospitals at Walcheren, 
matces the first communication upon the 
aubject of the sickness in the army.* This 
he does in a Letter to the Svjbgeon Gene¬ 
ral in England, whom lie infdt-rns of the 
appearance of the fever, which has attack¬ 
ed from six to eight men* in each regi¬ 
ment upon an average, and requests him, 
at the same time, to send back all the 
medical officers who have gone to Eng¬ 
land with the wounded, because their pre¬ 
sence is urgently wanted in Walcheren. 
Mr. Webbe, under the same date, sends 
for the additional aid of 2 Physicians, 
4 Surgeons, I Deputy Purveyor, and 12 
Hospital Mates. 

On the '21th of August, Mr. Webbe writes 
again to the Surgeon General, inform¬ 
ing him of the rapid progress of the sick¬ 
ness. He tells him, that the number of 
sick is very considerable ; that it not only 
daily increases, but, from the information ' 
be has ^ ot respecting the season of the 
sickness, it must be expected to go on in¬ 
creasing ; that foreseeing, as he did, Chat 
the army would be very sickly, he begged 
leave to amend his former application 
for additional aid, and, instead of 2 phy¬ 
sicians to call for 4, and also for 20 hospi¬ 
tal mates instead of 12. 

On the Slst of August, Sir Etke Coote, 
then having the command in the island of 
Walcheren, writes home to Lord Castle- 
reagh, enclosing a letter from Mr. Webbe, 
applying tn the most wngent manner for medi- 
aat assistance; and, Sir E. Coots adds, 
from himself, that the sick of the army is* 
increafing daily to a most alarming degree. 

-The letter of Mb. Webbe to Sir E. 

Coote I will insert at full length, it being 
of great consequence that we should have 
before us the exact representation, which* 
was tnadeto the ministry of the state of our 
unfortunate countrymen, very soon after 
th« breaking out of the disease. We 
shall, then, see what they did; how they 
bestirred (bemselves ; what dispatch was 
used in consequence of the lamentable 
veils from Walcheren. * 


From Mr. Webhe to Sir E. Coote, i^ated 
Middleburgh, ‘.ilstAug. 1809. 

" Sir, I do myself the honour of repre-# 
" senting to you, that the divisions of the 
" army, which are in South Beveland and 
‘'*in Walcheren, are becoming soextreme- 
" ly sickly, and the medical officers both 
“ of the regiments and of the stafl’are suf- 
“ fering so severely from the eftects of the 
“ climate, and the excessive duty they 
“ have to perform, that it is with the ut- 
“ most difficulty, that we can have the 
" sick of this island properly attended to. 
" A pressing requisition was sent from 
" Flushing, yesterday,fur medical aid,but 
“ it was not possible tc comply with it. 
" Surgeon Liddcndale, who is stationed 
" here, was instructed, however, to make 
" such arrangements as will enable him 
“ to carry on the service for the present 

" without injury to the men.-1 have 

“ this moment received a positive order 
" from the adjutant general, desiring that 
" one physician, one stafl surgeon, and one 
•• hospital mate, should be sent forthwith 
“ to South Beveland. li is with concern 
" 1 am obliged to add, that 1 have but 
“ one medical officer (a staff surgeon) 
“ whom I can possibly spare from this 
“ place without leaving a portion of the 

" sick unattended to.-Under these cir- 

" cujnstances of great and evident difficul- 
“ ty, and with the certainty of our wants 
" increasing rapidly, and our means of 
.‘' Yiieeting them diminishing by the sick- 
" ness of medical officers, 1 beg to submit 
" to your consideration lAc absolute nccessi- 
" ty of sending exjtress to England for medi- 

cal aid, and of applying tluU a fast sailing 

vessel skmild be appointed to bring out the 
•• assistance that is so urgently required.” 

Well, reader, now let us see what was 
done at home, in consequence of this 
pressing letter. *Lct us now see, what was 
done by the ministrv^ in answer to this 
call on the part of our dying countrymen. 
Let us see, whether the ministry, whose 
fiscal agents, whose inspectors of taxes arc 
so alert; let us see, whether this ministry, 
who claim so mufh upon the score of vi¬ 
gour ; let us see, whether the vigorous mi¬ 
nistry did send off a fast-sailing vessel 
v^’ith medical aid! 

On the 2nd ef September, at latest. Sir 
Eyre Coote’s letter fb Lord Casth reagh 
was received in the faqird Downing 
Street. Oh ! that Street /—There, how¬ 
ever, oft the 2nd of September, at latest, 
the Letter of sir £. Coote, together with 
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the above-inserted letter of Mr. Webbe, 
inifst have been received ; because, as we 
shall presently see, on that day. Lord 
* Castlercagh wrote to the Commander in 
Chief (Sir David Dundas) in consequence 
of having received those letters.——The 
reader will not only carry the dates along 
in his mind, whereby to judge of the di*- 
patch that was made use of; but, he will 
• hear in mind the pressing language of 
Mr. Webbe. He will see, that a know¬ 
ledge of the existence of the disease and 
of its increase was officially cdbimuni- 
cated to the burgeon General in England 
on the 27/A of Avgust; and that, in a very 
few days afterwards, the ministry were in¬ 
formed of the whole of the alarming cir¬ 
cumstances. -Well; now, what did 

Lord Casyereagh, the war-minister, do, 
when he heard that our poor fellows were 
dying in the swamps of Zealand ; that the 
medical officers there were themselves 
suffering so much from sickness, that it was 
with the utmost difficulty that the sick 
could be properly attended to; when he 
heard that a pressing requisition for medi¬ 
cal aid had been sent from Flushing to 
Middleburgh, which it was not possible to 
comply with; when he heard that the Ad¬ 
jutant General had given a positive order 
to’-'Mr. Webbe to send to Beveland three 
medical officers, and that Mr. Webbe 
could by no means spare more than one ; 
when he heard that the calamity was 
daily increasing and the means of meet¬ 
ing it daily diminishing by the fic^- 
ness of medfical officers; when he heard 
Mr. Webbe. beseeching Sir E. Coote to 
send t)&‘express to England for medical aid, 
and to apply for a/ost sailing vessel foi the 
bringing of that aid ; what^ in this case, 
in this urgent case, in this case of unpa¬ 
ralleled urgency, what did Lord Castle- 
reagh, one of the vigorous ministry; what 
did he do? Why, he wrote the following 
letter, the ellevts produced by which 
it will afterwards be our business to traces 

Copy of a Letter from Ld. Castlereagh to 
Sir D. Dundas, dated Downing Street, 
2nd Sqrt. ISOU. 

•• Sir; —-1 transmit to you herewith 
“ Copies of a Letter 1 have received from 
*' Lieut. General Sir Eyre Coote, and its 
*' Inclosures, statifig the want of addi- 

tional Medical Assistance in the Island of 

Walcheren; and I am to desire you wdll 
“ take the earliest Measures for having the 
'* Assistance required sent without delay .— 
** I am also to desire you will cbU upon 


the Medical Board to consider the na- 
" ture of the disease prevalent in Wal- 
" ch^ren, and to forward the medicines in 
" sufficient quantities, which may be 
“ deemed sufficient for the cure and coun- 

teraction of the disorder there prevap> 
" lent.—You will also be pleased to con- 
" siderv/helhfsrthere are any other comforts 
“ necessary for the troops which can be 
" furnished from hence.” . 

Well, what now ? Why, on the 3rd of 
September, Sir David Dundas, does 
does*what ? Why he “ commands” a per¬ 
son of the name of J. W. Gordon, his 
Secretary, most likely, to do whatf Why, 
to xoiile to another person of the name of 
Francis MopRi, Esq. (who is, it would 
seem from other letters, a Deputy to the 
Secretary at War) desiring the said Francis 
Moore, Esq. to mooe “ his Lordship” 
(meaning, apparently Lord L, Gower, then 
Secretary at War) to order the Medical 
Board to send the medical aid and stores 
required, and further to require that a 
report may be made to Sir D. Dundas of 
the names of the persons and of the extent 

of the stores to be .sent.-^This report 

one would certainly have expected the 
next day at farthest. Indeed, why should” 
not the aid have gone "off that very night? 
Why not have hastened some aid away, 
at any rate, to the "fast-saUing vessel,” 
which poor Mr. Webbe was in expectation 
of seeing arrive upon the coa«> of Wal- 
oheren ? Let the sequel answer this ques¬ 
tion. 

On the 45fA of September, Mr. Moore 
makes a “ report” to Mr. CptaNEL Gordon, 
agreeably to the. latter’s request; but what 
of? Not a report of the names of the 
medical persons wjio hud gone offiot Wal¬ 
cheren and of the extent of t^e stores sent 
thither: no, no: this was not what Mr. 
Moore had to report upon. He had to 
report to Sir D. Dundas, that the Secre¬ 
tary ^at War had received a letter from the 
Physician General (Sir Lucas Pei'Vs, of 
whom we shall see a great de|il anon) 
upon the subject, a copy of which letter 
he enclosed lo Mr. Gordon, along with a 
copy of another letter from the Surgeon 

General, Mr. Keate. -Let ms now see 

what these two gentlemen^ay. The latter, 
that is to say, Mr. Keate, says, under the 
date of the 2nd September: •»* I have the 
" honour to submit for the consideration 
" of the Commander in Chief and Secre- 
“ tary at War, the inclosed copies and 
“ extracts of Letters, received from Mr. 
" Webbe, Inspector of Hospitals vrith the 
I 2 
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army under the command of the Earl 
“ Chatham, calling for the addition of one 
“ deputy inspector, four physicians, four 
“ surgeons, one deputy purveyor, and 'JO 
• (lospital mutes, besides stored, on which 
latter subject I shall have the honour to 
submit a separate letter.—I have accord- 
“ requested the inspector general to 
" sel^t a deputy inspector, a deputy pterreyor, 
“ and tVDmty hospital mates. I have called 
on the physician general for/oar phy~ 
" sicians, and I have directed staff sur- 
** geons. Rice, Short, anti Pooler, imme- 
*' diately to hold themselves in readiness to 
“proceed as three* of the^laff surgeons. 
" 1 have been obliged to take these gen- 
“ llcmen from the districts where they 
" are siationed, and I am under the neces- 
“ sity of rccoraniendiiig the appointment 
“ of a fourth ; I accordingly beg leave to 
recommeifd that surgeon William Tuy- 
“ lor, of the 10th Light Dragoons, may be 
“ appointed a surgeon to the forces.— 
“ Mr. Webbe has mready requested, that 
“ all the medical officers sent home with 
“ sick and wounded, may be directed 
“ to return immediately to their duty. 
'* Three staff surgeons have bet n Sv nt 
“ home, Messrs. Biiuce, Brown, and liigiis. 
“ Mr. Bruce has since been appointed to 
“ the royal military college at Marlow, 
" but his place may be considered as filled 
“ bji^ the late promotion of surgeon Hume 
“ of the 79t!i regiment, now on service i.i 
«' IIoll -Messrs. Brown and Inglis are 
ready to return, and 1 reqtisst to be in- 
“ Ibrmed from what port and by what con- 
veyance they, as well as the additional 
“ staff now required, (provided the mea- 
“ sure be approved of by the Commander 
“ in Chief) can procei'd to Walcheren.” 

The Physician General, Sir Iacas 
Prpys, writes thus to the Secretary at 
War, oajthe 4lh of September, the same 
day tliai Mr. Monre’s last-mentioni.J 
letter is written. “ In the absencc»ol'n.y 
“ colleagues, and in answer to the honour 
" ofyohr letter of tins day's date, I ha\e 
•• the honour to inform you, that I have 
“ directed two physicians to repair mmcdiatcly 
••to Walciyeren, and to report themselves 
" to Mr. Webbe, inspector of hospitals 
“ there. Thefe, together with the return 
" of Dr. Warded, and at» many hos}>ital 
•• mates as’ can be procured, will be a con- 
" siderable additional medical aid, and 
" such is now principally required.” 

Well now', here we are arrived at the 
4fth qf September, and^ noftvithstanding all 
iba pressing language of Sir £. Copte and 


Mr. Webbe, not a medical man is yet'goTie 
of to Walchercn. The Surgeon General 
has, indeed, we .sec, requested the Inspector 
General of Hospitals to get 22 hospital 
officers ready' to go, and he has even 
directed tiiree Stuff Surgeons, immediately to 

.not to go off; no, not that; but 

itmnediately to .... to do what ? Why, to 
hold themselves in readiness! Well, Well; 
but, why cavti about words; mere words, 
if we find that these Surgeons and others 
do actuqfly go off without delay } And, as 
to Sir I.ucAs, he speaks to the purpose ; 
he tells the Secretary at War what he has 
done: “I liave,” says he, "directed two 
“physicians to repair immediately to Wal- 
“ chajui, and to report tReniselves to Mr. 
“ Wctibe, Inspector of Ilospitul.s there.” 
Here wc have something positive. litre 
w’c see that someihing, at least, lia- been 
done, in the way of complying with the 
call, the pressing and piteoits call of Sir 
E Cuote and Mr. Webbe. On? minds are 
a little at case. P.Ir. Webbe will soon see 
bis ••f/iii-sailing vesseV ariivc* The sons 
of EM uli'.pius are flying tp his aid, borne 
upon the wings of P.Uriotism and Huma¬ 
nity, and bitjwn forward by the vigorous 

brea'Ii of the innn.'.try !-Now, then, 

reaile;-, mark wi 11 the loilovv ing two letters; 
iinJ, as you read lliefti, carry along witit 
•_\ ou the lecture I'f distress, drawn by Sir 

(’rtotc and ?,ir. Webbe. You W'ill look 
bnti; to Lord ( e.sileieagh’s letter to Sir 
D.^Pantlas, <'f tin; 'J:kI of Srpinnbcr, and 
ftbuTve, that, in tur’C days nj'teiwmds, 
D'.jiitlas gives him the follot\ing Answer: 

lAittcr from Sir D. Ihcndus to* Ld. (t.i- 
tkrcagk, dated Iloi sc Guards, bth Sept. 
1S09. 

" !M'' Lord, I h:ive ti.e l.-onour to ac- 
“ knowledge the ref('',;t of your lord- 
" slilpls letter of th^'intl instant, tvifh ius 
‘* iiic-losurcs. lioirf lieut. general .Sir Jiyre 
f (ki.ote, slating the want of additional 
"3iediciil asd'^ta’.n-o in the island of WaU 
"cheren; ;>p;l 1 ma to ac<|uaint your 
“ lord.^hip, that twn physjrians and twenty 
“ other intdical oj/irers Imw been ordered to 
“proceed to Deed THhS JNKJllT U> embark 
*" for that station.—S he. Medical Board 
“ have also been directed to forward the ne- 
“ i;essary medicines*in j^-fftcient quantities by 
" tlicsliip on board of which those officer* 
“ arc to be conveyed* to Waicheren.— 
"With regard to that part.ofyowr lori- 
“ ship’s letter, which sugge.sis the pro- 
" pricty* of considering whether the com- 
"fortt might not be forwarded from the 
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" troops from hence, I am of opinion that 
" it will be advisable to await the report of 
•'Ate general officer who has commanded 
on the station bffibre any decision can be 
" formed an the subject*’ 

Vcrv well, then: here we have reached 
the 5th of September, and, though no me¬ 
dical aid is yet gone offi, yet we now al¬ 
most see it going, and that, too, in abun¬ 
dance; for here is the Commander in 
T^hief of the forces, the suAessor of the 
Duke of York; here is he himself, telling 
Lord Castlereagh, in an oHicial • letter, 
that 2 Physicians and 20 other medical 
officers have %e.n ordered to proceed to 

Deal and to embar!: for Walchercn.- 

Under the same date we have a couple of 
letters, which arc too curious not to be in¬ 
serted. Mr. Webbe, poor man, h vd, as we 
have seen above, pressed Sir E. Coote to 
.send express to I'ingl.iud for medical as¬ 
sistance; and bad urged the t/cccs- 

s/ly of a fas! sdiu'tg ve-scl bcinganplied for 
to convoy* tiuit assistance to the point 

where it was wanted.-Well, Sir David 

having announced, that there were 2 phy¬ 
sicians and 20 ('iher niedicu! officers or¬ 
dered to proceed to Deal, to embark for 
Walcheien, Loid Castlereagh had, of 
course, prepare«l the means ot conveying 
thega. He h.id got the “ fast sailin'^ 
“ vessel” ready, to lie sure ? Or, at least, 
he would get it ready the moment he’ 
heard, tiiat the medical aid was ready to 
go. But, surely, the moment he ca'K d 
for the medical aid, lu; to«dv care to hn»- 

a vessel of some sort ready.-You shalT 

now hear how tliis was —On the 5tb of 
September,, the same day that Sir Da^id 
I)unda» wrote to I.ord Cuhilercagb, Sir 
David’s Sei retary, .Mr. (’t>lonel Uoidon, 
wrote to a Mu. Roimnson (wdio, it seems, 
was a Secretary of Lord Castlereagh) a'l 
follows.——“ Sir ; I have it in enmin.ind 
" fioin the ('oininaiiiler in Chief, to re- 
“ quest you uiil he j)l<,.*s,,'d (o move I.oril 
" Castlereagh to give immedi.itc diree- 
" lions that a amxeyanve may he pv'vided 
“ to the island of Walchercn, (I'rom Deal) 
" for two physicians and twenty other viediral 
" q/Jifars, together with ai>uut four tuns ol 
" medical stores.”—So tliat, it seems, tiiat, 
even on the 5ih of t^oplemlier, three days 
after Lord Casllereagli liatl received the 
pressing tall of Sir,Eyre Coore and Mr. 
Webbe, his lordship li.id to be nw/ved t«) 
give directions for tlie of a con- 

'•'iya.nc* for-the meii'caiaid! but, per¬ 
haps it was not necessary to move hiui ? 
Perhaps he had before moved pf*bimclf ? 


Perhaps, he had already provided the 
vessel, the " 'fast sailing vessel/’ though 
Mr. Gordon and Sir David Dundu ap¬ 
peared to think that he wanted to be 

moved thereunto.-^No; indeeil he had 

not; or, at'least, if he had, the following 
letter, from his Secretary Mr. Robinson, 
of the .5th of September, to Mu. Alexan¬ 
der .M'Leay of the Transport Board, 

must have been perfectly useless?- 

" Sir, I ant directed by Lord (Hastlert-agh 
" to request that 3 mu will move the Qom- 
" missioners of Transports to provide the 
" necessary tonnage for the convcjmncc to 
" Walchercn, from Deal, for fit'O physicians 
"and '20* othc^ medical officers, together 
" with about four tons of medical stores.” 
—So, here on'the 5th of September the day 
after the Physician General tells us,that 
lie has ordered 2 Physicians to repair 
immediately to Walchercn, we see Sir 
D. Dundas moving Lord Castfereagh and 
Ixird Castlereagh moving the Transport 
Board to provide, that is to saj^ to begin to 
get ready,* WtX a '•fast-sailing vessel,” as 
poor Mr. Webbe bad expected, but " ton- 
" nage'y” downright tonnage ; tonnage for 
2 physicians, ami 20 other mediced officers f 

-Well, w'ell: •never mind the phrase ; ' 

let it be tonnage, if it will, and, as to the 
quickness in sailing, the dillerence would, 
j)rol)ably, nut be many hours. But, at 
any rate, the anxiously desired aid is now 
about to embark; the medical gg;Ulemcn 
arc, on the .5th, at Deal, and it cannot be 
many hours before they reach tlu ir desti¬ 
nation. Indovd we have, in the following 
letter from ]\Iu. U. Kkate, Inspector of 
Hospitals, to Mr. ]\loore, dated on this 
same .5th of September, a more detailed 
account of the principal medical officers 

oidered to Deal.— - -" In the absence 

" of the surgeDn general, I coftsider it to 
*‘ be my dut}!^ to state, in relerencc to 
your Ictier of yester(ia 3 '’s date, No. 
11,1.56, and to yoiW two letters of this 
day^S date, (same number), that two 
“ physicians have been orde,red to proceed 
" to Deal, viz, Drs. M'Dougal and'i'oAer; 

" and that the two stall’ surgeons who re- 
‘‘ turned with sick from Waleliertn to 
" Deal, viz Messrs. Brown ayd inglis, 

" h-ive been diiectyd to report tlieai.selves 
" immediately to the port'aJmiral there, 

" in order to tlTdlr being fuimsh^-d with a 
“ passage to Walchcren. ——I'our other 
" stair surgeons, whose iiames^ are men- 
“ tioiitd in till* .-uryeon general s letter of 
" tlie 2nd instant, viz. —Messrs. Pooler, 

" like, Short, and ^aylor (recoiumended 
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“ from the lOth regiment of light dra- 
” goons), have also been directed to repair 
** to Deal, for^the same purpose.*'—So that, 
after all, here they go off, on the 5ih qf Sep¬ 
tember; and. though Mr. Webbe wasalittic 
hasty, perhaps, in bis expcctaliunsabout a 
‘’fast-sailing vcssel$” a vessel, or “ ton- 

nage/* at least, of some soft, is now ready 
for them, and they ready to step on board, 
seeing that they have, on the 5th of Sep¬ 
tember, been, as Sir David Dundas himself 
says; •' ordered to proceed to Deal this 
" night;” seeing, I say, that this is the , 
case, they are, ot course, ready to step on 
board the next day.—^Yop^hall-hear how 
this was; for. 

On the 9lh qf September, four days later, 
four days after Sir DaviU Dundas told Lord 
Castlereagh that 2 physicians and 20 other 
medical officers had been ordered to Deal, 
thence to embark for VValcheren, Mr. 
Robinson, Lord Castlereagh’s Secretary, 
writes to Mr. Gordon, Sir D. Dundas’s Se¬ 
cretary, thus; " I am‘directud by Lord 
" Castlereagh to transmit to you, for the 
“ information of the Commander in Chief, 
" the inclosed letter from the Transport 
“ Board; by which it appears that no ap- 
*' plication has been^ made by medical men go- 
" ing to Wulcheren for a passage.” The 
following is the letter of Mr. M’Lew, 
dated, « Transport-Ufii. c, !)iliSt;pt. I SOi). 
** » In return to your letter of the 5th 

"ofthfj month, requiring a pa.ssage for 
“ two physicians and twaity other medical 

(fficers from Deal to VValijjiercn, 1 have 
*' it in command to acquaint you that lieut. 
" Ross, the Board’s Agent at Deal, has- 
“ this day stated, that no application has 
** been nude fur a passage for medical men 

*• going to WaUienn.i: -Here, then, we 

are coni^ to the 9lh of September, 12 
days later than the d .te of Mr. Webbe’.s 
first letter, stating the increase of the 
dUease and calling fjr medical assistance; 

10 days later than the date of the folter of 
Sir L. Coote, covering the letter of Mr.' 
Webbe, calling for an express, and a fast¬ 
sailing vessel; and 7 days later than the 
date of Lord Casllereagh’s letter, acknow¬ 
ledging that he had received the pressing 

letters ofSir E. Coote and Mr. Webb.-• 

We mast now go across to Sir E. Coote 
again, and hear what he says upon the sub¬ 
ject of thfb medical aid, so anxiously looked 
for by him and his wretched army. 

On the 14/A qf S^tember, 15 days after 
he had so pressingly applied for medical 
aid, he writes to Lord Castlereagh thus:— 

11 It is with much rfigret that I have to re- 


" port to your lordship the indisposition of 
“ Mr. Webbe, iiKspector of hospitals, tpho 
« wasattacked yesterday with the Zealand 
“ fever, and is now so ill, as to be unable 
” to attend to-the arduous duties of his si- 
“ tuation, which he has hitherto, under 
“ luany difficulties, filled with the greatest 
•I zeal and ability.—Mr. Webbe's illness 
■' makes it highly necessary that an in- 
'* spector of« hospitals, equally qualified 
"with himsell^ should forthwith be sent 
"to this Island. Of this necessity your 
" lordship will best judge by an inspec- 
" tion of the enclosed dailyn cport of sick. 
" —On the Slst ult. 1 did myself the ho- 
“ nouv of enclosing to your lordship an 
" urgent upplication frowi Mr. Webbe, for 
" additional medical aid. On the 2d instant 
“ your lordship was pleased tP inform mo 
" that tlie Medical Board should be in- 
" structed to send out, without delay, the as- 
" sisiance reipiired, and also a sufficient 
" quantity of niedieiiics, such «is might be 
" best suited to remedy and counteract 
" the disorder prevalent lierci—I am now 
" concerned to acquaint your lordship, 
“ that, to this day, we have only received one 
staff surgeon and three hospital mates, wilh- 
" out any additional supply of medicines, 
" hosjntul bedding, or comjort of ariy kind, 
“ so imperiously called for, by the afflicting 
“ number qf our gick.” —He adds a return 
shew’ing the number of his sick to be 

8,315-This letter speaks for itself. 

Where, then, were the 2 physicians and 
•20 other medical officers, who, on the 5th 
ef September, had bren ordered to go off 
for Deal that niaht, in order to ctnbaik for 
Walcberen ? Whither had th‘ey gone ? 
What had become of tlie 2 physicians, 
Drs. M’Dqi’G\L and Faber. W'ho were 

ordered to Deal ?-^Well; but let us go 

with Sir E. Coote. Lei us hear from him 
how his army w’as treated, and how miser¬ 
able was tiiuir situation. 

On tlm 17//* of September, Sir E. Coote 

writes to Lord Castlereaii'h thus :- 

“ The I'orce I then stated as necessary for 
"our security was 20,000 men; that left 
" in the island wa.s about 16.000; of which 
" number 8,200 are now sick, leaving us 
" only 7,800 men for all defence. Our 
" loss by deaths has in the mean while 
‘‘ been very gnat, the casualties within 
“* the last fortnight Amounting to 49S —1 
" can assure your lomlship, without any 
" fear of exaggeration, as^ the following 
“ statement will bear me but, that the si- 
" tmtian qf the troops in this island is deplor- 
" able: and it grieves me /p say, that none 
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" qf the medical assistance (one staCfsurgcon 
and three hospital mates excepted), or 
" ai^ of the promised comforts, have yet^ ar^ 
•‘rived. On the contrary, our medical 
corps is daily diminished, either from 
*' sickness or from the necessity of scnd- 
*' ing some of the hospital staff with sick 
" men to England. Some corps from 
•• these causes are now left with one assis- 
•• tant suri^con .—I am enabled to give your 
* lordship a most correct account of these 
** tnelancholv ftcts, as I have only this 
day coni[)leled my inspection pf the 
•‘ general and regimental hospitals at the 
'* several plac^ named in the margin. I 
•• therefore write with the fresh impression 
“on my mind of the miserable situation of 
•• the greuta- proportion qf our sick, not 
“ through any fault of the medical gen- 
“ tiemen, fori must dothcm the justice of 
" the most unwearied exertion and exeiii- 
“plaiy attention, but owing to the un- 
“ avoidable wilnt of accommodation exist- 
•• ing in thi5 country, and in our own re- 

" sources.”-At this time, or, at least, 

in two days afterwards, the sick amounted 

to 8,S51.-All this time, now sixteen 

days after the minii>try leceired the piv.ss- 
ing applications of Sir E. Coote and Mr. 
Webbe ; and elez'ca days after Sir D. Dun- 
das had udiciaily informed Lord Castlc- 
rea^i -that 2 physicians and 20 other medical 
qfficers had been ordered to repair to Wal- 
cheren; even at this time, otily one staff 
surgeon and thne hospital mates, four per¬ 
sons in all, and neither of llicni a physicifgi, 
had arrived in the island ; nor had any of* 
the “ promised comforts” been rccciveiJ. 

On the ^'ird qf September, we find the 
disease still go on iucreasing, and only 
two additional hospital mates arrived in the 
island. But, let us take the whole, letter. 
It should be read and remembered by 

every man in England;-“It is with 

deep concern that 1 find myself called 
upon so shortly after Iny letter of the 
“ 17lh instant, agam to address your lord- 
“ ship upon the same ainicting subject, 
" the sickness of the troops.—^The alarm- 
“ ing progress hourly made by this fatal 
“ disease, issuch.that if it should continue 
•‘ in the same proportioi) for three weeks 
" longer, (and thcre’is every probability 
•‘ that it will) onr possession of this island 
must become very precarious, our chi^jf 
dependence will then be upon the navy, 
** and that during the w'inter months will 
^be extremely uncertain.—^The English 
" newspapers will inform the enemy of 
our perilous situationj exciusiv® of the 


" information which we' cannot prevent 
“ him Irom daily receiving from this 
“ island, .closely surrounded as it is by 
“ his possessions, and filled tyith his par- 
“ tizaiis; under these circumstances, it is 
“ scarcely to be supposed that he will lose 
“ so favourable an opportunity of attack- 
“ ing Walcheren.—^For your lordship’s 
“ iiiturmation, f enclose the returns of the 
“ sick* for the last three days, from w4uch 
“ you will perceive the ft ightfu I •increase 
“ whicli lias taken place between the 17ih 
“ and 22d instant; the deaths, I am sony to 
“ add,*are becoming daily more numerous .— 
“ The 23d regiment has suiiered so much, 
“ that 1 bwe foiiiid it uyeessary to send it 
“ home. The (jth and the 81st are so 
“ extremely sickly that they have been 
“ struck oil’ the list of duty. The 77th, 
“ 81th, and some other corps, have almost 
“ arrived at the same inelfii lent state; and 
“ the enclosed copy of a letter from bri- 
“ gadier general Montresor will give you 
“ a melancholy account of the garrison of 
“ Flushing^—At the representation of the 
“ principal medical oflicers, I have deter- 
“ mined on sending 2,(KK) sick, belonging 
“ to regimeuts in tlic island, to England, 
“ they' are at presgnt totally incapable of 
“ duty, and must reinaiy so for months to 
“ come. It is there lore most desirable 
“ that they should return home where 
“ they will have a chance of recovering; 
“ and their removal will afibrd us better ac- 
“ commodation for the sick that reillain.— 
“ I*trust your lordshi)) will approve of this 
“ measure, wlych in fact is one of neces- 
“ sit)% not of choice, as in some regiments 
“ w'’ have scarcely a sufficiency (f healthy men 
“ to act as orderlies in their hospitals.-—Ho 
“ m-dkul assistance (two hospital mates 
“ excepted) has reached me since my last, in 
“ the mean while the number qf our medical 
" qfficers is decreasing by sichiess. No com- 
“ forts or wine for the sick have arrived, the 
“ consequences of wjjich is, that we al- 
“ ready begin to be in great distress for 
port wine, although I have ordered the 
“ commissary general to buy up, at «in ex- 
orbitant price, all that he could procure. 
“ I am further concerned to state that we 
“ shall be soon in want of bark, an ar- 
“ tide of such indispensiblc ne?:cssity in 
“ the prevailing disorder; if it be the in- 
“ tention to re,tain Walcheren, I would 
“ .strongly recommend the reinfiJrcements 
“ should be sent from England at the latter 
» end of October, or beginning of No- 
•• vember, when the troops will not be so 
“ liable to feel the effects of the endemic 
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*• disease of this island.”-^Thc number 

of the sick, after all the deaths that had 
taken place, was now, on the ’2^d of Sep¬ 
tember, 9,836; and this number, as ap¬ 
pears from the return, was daily increas¬ 
ing-Here, then,'we see,’that there 

had elapsed 22 days from the time that 
the ministers received inlpUigcncc from 
Sir E^. Coote and Mr. Webbe, that iyame- 
(liate*mcdical a d and additional medical 
stores were absolutely necessary to afford 
the ^riny a ihance of escaping drc.tdful 
mortality ; and hero we see, that, at tiie 
end of these 24 days, only one Sinff' Sur¬ 
geon and fre bospual-matcs had arrived in 
the i-slanJ, and that no adStionil mipph/ of 
medici.icfi, and no comforts for the sick had 
been rcocivid. Whither, Mien, again I 
ask; whither had gone the 2 p!i^sicii:ns?,w\ 
the 20 otbtr medical oficers, who, as Sir I). 
Dund'-is informed Lord Castlereagh, had 
been aclualfy ordered to go to Ib-al »>n the 

night of the jlh of September^ -(loud 

God ! Little could any one liavo iniag'.iu d, 
that such thing>. were going on, at the 
time when the whole nation was sunk in 
grief on account of the sufferings of our 
army in Walchcren. And, u-isno Iiujai- 
ry necessary ? Were the City of London 
to bo snapped shwt by the ministers, be¬ 
cause they petitioned the king for Iiupii- 
ry r Had there bein no Inquiry, w!n» 
would the people of England over hwo 

known gf these tran-actioris?-We hoar 

eternally of this “ great kingdomwe 
are tohl of the difficulty of conducting 
“ the affairs of a sreat kingdom like this;’^ 
the greatness of “ thu kln^d'Jln” i'- even 
urged as an apology for the existence and 
the impunitp qf peculators. What! and 
could not “ this grear kingdom” get a lit¬ 
tle medical aid to Wtflcheren in the course 
of a month f 

Reader, whatever may be 3 ’our feelings 
at viewing this fatal and unai countable 
procrastination, and^ liowever eager you 
may be to get 011 to the point vvliert relict, 
shall be found to have reached our miser¬ 
able countrymen, I must stop you for a 
moment, while we turn our eyes towards 
the CABINET; while we sec what was, 
tit the verjffime of itddch ice are now speukin:', 
passing behind that curtain, which Mi. 
Canning and Eord Castlereagh liave since 

been so utiligingas to drifW^asulc_^You 

have .seen, that it was on the '2ndof Srptem 
ber that Lord Castlereagh received fro,ii 
Sir E. Coote and Mr. Webbe their joint and 
urgent application for medical aid to an al- 
fficted arnty, whose,^afflrctions were daily 


increasing. Well: on that vety day was 
it; that very 2 d qf September, that Mr. 
Canning (Sec Pol. Register, Vol. XVI? p. 
837) applied to the Duke of Portland to 
put the said Lord C.istlercagh out of his 
place. It was just at thi.s very time, that 
the intiiguc began to thicken. While 
l-oird Casilcie.igh wr.s moving Sir David 
Dundus to moic Lord Levison Gower to' 
move the Army dical Board to move me¬ 
dical officer? to go to Walcheren, and 
while, by the way of recoil, the Army 
Alcdical Board was wori'ng Lord Levison 
Gower to move Sir David Dundas to move 
Lord Castlereagh to move ‘the Transport 
Jioard to proviiic toniioge for the said me¬ 
dical aid, Mr. Canning, as if acting upOit 
the nK..':i!n of Bob something in the play, 
(‘‘ k.rp movin':^, Dau”) was secretly moving 
the Duke of Portland to ntrny Lord 
(’astlereagli, tinst Colleague ot his, with 
whom he had been living, up to that very 
hour, upon terms of outw'anf cordialitjq to 
wlw)-.a niajiai;''’in('athe ha.l consented to en¬ 
trust the planning and fitting out of such an 
expcfliiion as that to tin* .^ehcltlt, and with 
wliom, a.- lin; news-pap'rs told Uh, he had 
actuall'.' go,if to the sf-.-coasl to witne.ss 

llie :,ty departure of tii.at cx'pedilion.- 

<bi t(n* 7 i/i of Scj'trmbiT Mr. Canning says, 
that In; deciitntl i.tleiiding tin* C'abjnct. 
On the Hill rf Stptember Lortl ('astii reagii 
'sent in his risigj.aiion. On tin* '20th rf 
ScptO.ibrr, Mr. Ca'ining tells us, ih’.t be 
n eeived frotn L- rd Castlereagh the letter 
tl’*l Ic.l to the itinl, whicii to .l.' place in 
?ew’ days afterw ird. We fnid Loid Cas- 
tleri’agh, however, still in his office on the 
IO//t;'iid so I ale as the 23 rd of Srptemlter. 

-So lhai, yon Sic, while Sir E. Coote 

iiiid Mr. M'ebbc ware making npplica- 
ti'iiis for mldicul aid ; while thev were 
anxiously expeetiiig tins medical aid bv' a 
'‘fast-sailing vcs.al,” the ministers were 
thinking of qui'e other mailers, and that 
piMiicular minister to \viinni they wrote, 
was thinking of siiootiiig at another mi¬ 
nister’s head ——To is needs no comment. 
The man who vvanls any conimeiU to 
gnide his understanding, or to aw'aken his 
feelings, upon this subject, is too dull and 
in.scnsibie to msrit a moment’s atten¬ 
tion. All that one needs to say, is: such 
was the ministry, tq wlios; care the treasure of 
the country and the liv^s qf its soldiers w*ere 
I'oniinittcd.—H iving taken this look into 
the Cabinet, we shall now, with less snr- 
pri/.e as to its contents, proceed v/ith tire 
correspondence relative to the sick at 
Walcheren, and the tneans taken to alle¬ 
viate their sufferings. 
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After the documents, which I have al¬ 
ready inserted, or quoted, or ot which 
I ha^e stated the contents, I can find 
»,tjone that give any account of the time 
of the arrival of any further medical 
aid in Walchoren; but, there is one do¬ 
cument, namely, a letter of the Physician 
tieneral, which shows, that the two phy¬ 
sicians, who, as Sir David Dundas told 
Lord Castlcreagh, were ordered to Deal, 
aiTH thence to Walcheren, orPthe 5tA of 
* September, had not lift Enuland on the 26th 
of September! This same Physician (•ene- 
ral reported, on the -Uh of September, that 
he had directed *two physicians to repair 
to Walcheren; and, on the 26 lh qf Septem¬ 
ber, he repoi Is to the same oflice (the War- 
Ollicc) that those 3 physicians, are going 

dll’ for Waicheieii that evening' -Da. 

Bi.anc and tw^ other physician", were, at 
Iasi, aciinlly sent in the last days of the 
month of September; but, before w e come 
to speak of theif arrival in the island, and 
of the miserable state, in w’hicli they found 
the troop., it will be nece-.s.iry to detail 
the causes, wHich led to the empl.iyme'it 
of J)r. Ifi-ANK, who held no post in tlie 
medical depurlment of the army, and who 
did in no "liape lielong to tlie nuiilic ser¬ 
vice; it will be necessiry to detail the 
c.msiis, wliieli led to tiic employment ol' 
Dr. Blanc, upon thi> occasion. Ciirion,; 
causes they arc. They me . it being iri-.i- 
sured up in every Lnglishnian’s memo; y ; 
for, let iis liop<-, thu the d.iy wdl yet 
come, when to have been made ac(|Uainte|| 

witli them will he of uh'. -.\t the time 

when Sir E. Cooie. was wTiting home in the 
manner th i^ we liave last seen, ‘.t appears, 
thai the minisiry began to think of seiid- 
iiigouts nne uicdien person if high c'la- 
r.icter to useertum ilw nature qf'thc diseas . 
Tiiis thouglit ca lie a litlle of tho latest, 
indeed ; but, so it w as ; such persons were 
to he sent ; an.!, applieation was made, ae- 
cordinglv, by Sir 1).^ Dun.las to the Secre- 
tiry a* War, that eppiication might lie 
made bv the hitter I > ihe .akmy mkoicvi. 
i»kp\utment; and, observe, tli.it .v ritiNci- 
PAL oFFicEii of that department was tlie 
person to go, and w vs to liav<‘ 2 physi¬ 
cians under him. This appear.s to h.avc 
been what is called* a pinclicr. Tht.re 
are, it seems, three and only three I’rinci- 
pal Otficers of the Artyy Medieal Deparb- 
inent; the Physieian General, Stu Lee.vs 
Pep^s, the Surgeon General, Mr- T. 
Kwait,, «nd the Inspector General of 

HospiuU, Mr. F. Knkuit -To these 

gentlemen, under the title ef Principal 


Officers of the Army Medical Dcpartoient, 
ihe Deputy Secretary of War, (havtng 
before given them an intimation of the 
matter) wrote on the 25tU of September in 
the following terms. 

“ In rctcrence ,0 my letter of the 23d 
“ instant, intimating that apriimpal qfficer 
“ of the Army l^cdical Department, and 
“ two sjble physicians, should Itoldlhamelves 
" to proceed to Walcheren, I am now*di- 
“ reeled to desire that the said officers do 
“ repair forthwith to Deal, and apply fb[ a 
" passage to Walcheren to the naval offi- 
“ ccr commanding at Deal, who has re- 
" ceived instructions from government to 
“ provide pro|Ser conveyance accord- 
“ ingly.—^The medical officers in ques- 
“ tion are to i*6port themselves on their 
" arrival at Walcheren, to the general 
“ officer commanding there, and under his 
“ direction, to examine further into the 
“ causes of ihe malady prevalent in \hat island, 
“ and report their opinion thereupon.*’— 
This appears to have created great cmifu- 
.sion in the Vamp of the Principal Oflicers 
of the Army Medical Department, every 
one of whom found out good reasons for 
his not going to Walcheren. Here shall 
follow their three'letters to the Deputy 
Secretary at W'ar ; and, I would have 
them carefully preserved by every bod}' 
who lays hand.s on them. These letters, 
hiid the like of them, must do good, if you 

will but give them time.-Beforp you 

enter upon the letters, recollect, reader, 
that the number of the poor creatures, 
Miirering in Walt Iieren, was, at the time 
when the.se letters were written, upwards 
of ten tlnnisaul ; hear that in mind ; bear 
ill ini'id also the emoluments of these men ; 
and, with those things before yon, I com¬ 
mit to you the periisal*of these letters.- 

Tile letter." are all addressed th the De¬ 
puty Secretary at W’ar, the first dated on 
the '.Mh, and thu two others on the 2()th 
of September. • 

• Mr. Knight's Latter. 

“Sir; The Prill, ipal Officer." oft he Xrniy 
“ IMedical Dcp.ii tmenthaving met and de- 
“ lihiUMtcd on }our letter, jS’o. Ib-'tOI, 
f with its inclosure, referring trv the se- 
“ lection of pne memher for immediate 
“ service in Walcheren, it is thu opinion 
“ of the SurgeiW Genera!, as well as of 
“ iny.sclf, that thu duties required are 
“■ purely medical, and as such belong to 
“ the province qf the Physician General. 
•• —Sir Lucas Pegys will probably make 
“ Ills own rcpre»eut.iljon on this subject 
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*•*0 the War Department, and name the 
*• two able physicians who are to be se> 
«lected for the service stated in the said 
** letter.* • 

Mr. T. Keat^a Letter. 

“Sir; Your letter of yesterday*s date, 
*'together with that of the 23d instant, di- 
** reeling ** that a Principal Officer of the 

* Medical Department, and two able 
** physicians, should hold themselves in 
** reMiness to proceed to Walcheren,’* 
“ having been received at the Army Me- 
"dical Board; and the members of this 

Board not having been able to deter- 
" mine among themselves which of them 
ought to proceed to Wailcheren, I beg 
“ leave to represent individually, for the 
consideration of the Commander in 
** Chief and Secretary at War, that as the 
** duty in ’question, viz." to examine fur- 
" ther into the causes of the malady pre- 
*' valent in that island, and report there- 
on,” is entirely medical, anti unfit for a 
surgeon by profession; I cannot but 
consider iw Physician (ienernl ns the only 
« proper member the Board to umlertahe 

" such a duty, and as being, therefore, the 
" principal officer who is more especially 
pointed out for it in your letter. It is 
** not my desire to force any duty from 
« myself upon either of my colleagues 
*' and 1 have already stated to the Under 
" Secretary at War, in my letter of yester- 
" day, that 1 was ready to repair to Wal- 
” cheren, if my services shpuld be thought' 
" more useful there than here; but I can- 
not help observing that my going thither 
*' would create a great and serious inter- 
•* ruption t«> the progress of those arduous 
and complicated duties which have been 
“ assigned 10 me in consequence of the 
** allcdged inexperience of one of my 
** colleagues, and the total secession of 
** the other, of providing at home for the 
•• due care and accommodation of the sick 
** of the armies of lord Chatham and lord 
"Wellington; and also, that I should be 

* thereby placed in immediate co-opera- 
" tion with inspectorial officers, in whose 
** nominations 1 have not been concerned, 
" nor even consulted." 


* Mr. Knicht wrote, on the 28th, a 
letter to say, that he was willing to go to 
Walcheren. But he wrs informed, that 
another person had been sent upon the 
lerviqe. 


Sir Lucas Pepya’a Letter. 

" Sir; In consequence of the hoadhr of 
“ your letter of the 23d inst. the Principal^ 
" Officers of the Army Medical Depart- 
" ment met yesterday, and it was determin* 
ed that the answer would be more satis- 
•* factory if written by each separately. 1 
•* conceived that the person pointed out in 
" the letter was the Inspector general qf hospi' 
•• tala, whole duty it would be personalfy 
" to examine and give directions for their 
" coiiduct and management, and receive 
“ the reports of the physicians on the sub- 
"ject of the disease, anti I thought be 
“ would naturally take the service on the 
" present emergency, as he had hitherto 
“ taken no share of th‘e trouble in cither 
“ ihe Southern or the Eastern districts ; 

“ whereas the Surgeon Uciieral and 1 had 
" both been employed, the one gene- 
rally, and I especially, for the hospitals 
“ of ilatwich, Ipswich afid Colchester; 

" to which places 1 intended'again in the 
“ course of a few days to propose that I 
“ should make asecond vi»il, Ss the Surgeon 
“ (rcncrai would probaldy again vi.sit the 
" Southern district. 'I’hc Inspector Genc- 
“ ral being therefore unemployed, it was 
to be supposed that the duty, which 
" is propnly his, would on tins occasion 
“ be performed by him.—He does not, 
however, uilitf himself for this service ; 
“but if he had, I should have suggested 
the propriety of adopting the retom- 
'^.inendation of his majesty’s ministers/o 
' " send Dr. Blanc to undertake the present 
** duty at IValvhercn, which he is jrorfy to 
" do ; a duty which he has />fieii exe- 
“ cuU'd vvith grea^ ability, and his per- 
" formance of which is, in my opinion, 

“ .likely to- be of (he greatest use to the 
“ service. The Surgeon General strongly 
“ unites with me in this opinion. I re- 
" commend therefore that this plan be 
adopted, that* Dr. Blane should be ap- 
" pointed for this special service, and be 
" empow'ered to take to his assistance any 
“ army physician now in Walcheren, or 
" Dr. M'Dougle or Dr. Faber, who both 
“ go by the packet to-morrow- By this 
" means the business will be efiectually 
" done, the Surgeon General* and I be able 
" to attend to the concerns AT HOME of 
.*• that army as tfiejr arrive and require as- 
» sistaiice. I could not indeed be ^ared 
•• at pr{;sent, as I see 'such a number qf sick 
“ qfficera, whose applications for (leave ,i^if 
absence on account of ill health neces- 
“ sariiy come before ne^ and also^ if 1 ww 
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*' not present to examine medtcally the mates 
" tnkQ, must be sent aver in numbers to IVal- 
” cheret^, that part qf the service must stand 
'*’* still/’ 

Here are several excellent reasons, but 
all upon public grounds; Sir Lucas declines 
going abroad, but only because his going 
would be tjijurious to the service at home; 
and, as neither of his colleagues seemed 
tojike the trip any better thanjhe did, he 

• was, we see, so kind as to recommend an¬ 
other person (to be paid by the public) to 
go iff the stead of himself or either (ff his 

colleagues.-^This» however, does not 

appear to have been quite satisfactory to 
the Secretary at War and the Commander 
in Chief, the formes of whom, by his De¬ 
puty, wrote again to the Army Mcd'cal 
Department, |he next day, that is, on the 
27th of September, telling them, that the 
Physician General was the proper person 
to go to Walcheren, and that he was ac¬ 
cordingly to.set oiT immediately. Sir 
Lucas, however, thanking him as much as 
if he had went, still declined the honoura¬ 
ble preference," which all parties seemed 
disposed to give him, and, in this second 
letter, dated on the 27th of September, 
gave some nciv, and, as the reader will 
see, very cogent reasons indeed, why he 
ough»not to go. nc.-'e they are, and they 
will, I think, be remembered for some 
time to come. *' 

Sir Lucas Pepys’ 2nd Letter. 

“ Sir ; I have just received the honour 
" of your letter of this day’s date, and am 

* much concerned to find that the Secrc- 

tary at War and Commander in Chief 

“ have conceived it possible that a man of 
*' near seventy years of age, with infirmi- 
" ties, should be capable of undertaking 
•• such a duty as must require proper age 
" and proper health, as well as knowledge 

to perform it.— I hereby, solemnly declare 
“ n^self incapable qf '»performing it, and la- 
" ment that my letter of yesterday was 

not satisfactory, without being urged to 
' this declaration.—If it is the object of 
'' his Majesty’s ministers that the business 
" in question should be teell performed, I 
'request that Dr. Bjanfc may go as,my 
" substitute, and be considered on this spe- 
" ciai service as having power to controul 
“ the whole Medical Department at Wal-. 
" cheren.—-They wijl see the business then 
** well performed, and the service bene- 
*'^ted ; *where*as if I mas able to go, who 
" hum nothing cf the irmst^ation qf camp 
" and contagious diseases, it would be merely 


" proformd, and no possible good could arm 
’’ from' it. —f To Dr. Blaiie’s assistance I 
* should*rec6mmehd Dr. Lemperiere, from 
" the dep6t of the Isle of Wight. These 
“ two are the. best qualified for such a 
“ peculiar service.” 

There needs, surely,'to be very little 
said upon this letter. It is the frankest 
declaration that I ever heard of; but, ope 
wonders that it could be made, unaccom¬ 
panied with a declaration, that the'writec 
wished no longer to receive the salary, at¬ 
tached to the olfice. That is ail. 1716 
excuses of age and infirmities seem incom- < 
patible with^the folding of the office; but, 
what shall we say of the avowal, that the 
writer “ knows nothing of the investigation 
“ of catnp and comagUms diseases ?” What 
can we say, but congratulate ourselves 
upon the happiness of oiir army in having 
a Physician General to superintend its 
health, who knows nothing of the mvestiga- 
tion of diseases incident to camps. Sir Lucas, 
in his first letter, slated, as one of the rea¬ 
sons why he should not be sent to Wai^ 
cheren, that, “ if he was not present to 
“ examine medically the mates, who must 
“ be sent over, in numbers, to Walcheren, 

“ that part of the service must stand still;” 
but, if he “ knew nothin* of the investi- 
“ gation of camp and contagious diseases,” 
may it not be doubted, wh^her he was 
likely to be a very good judge of the fit¬ 
ness, or unfitness, of [lersons to be sent 
over Jto Walcheren to treat those diseases ? 

^-Well, but what reply did this letter 

of Sir I.ucas bflng from the Ministers ? 
How did they, who were entrusted with 
the management of the nation’s concerns, 
with the care of its money and the lives 
of its soldiers ; how did they reliJih being 
told by the Physician General, that they 
should not only not send him, 1)ut that 
they should, for this especial seretbr, appoint 
another person, nominated by him, to be, 
in this particular case, IKs substitute ? Why, 
they told him that they would dispense with 
his services at Walcheren. That is^ all! 
And, accordingly, Moore, the Deputy Se¬ 
cretary at War, wrote to him, on the 28th 
of September, thus ; “ Sir; 1 am directed 
to acquaint you, that under the <:ircum- 
" stances stated by you in your letter of 
“ yesterday’s date, the Commander in 
“ Chief and Secretary at War are of bpi- 
" nion, that your services at fValeherm nuts/ 

” be dispensed with; a communication to 
“ this effect will be made to the principal 
” officers of the ^roiy Medical Depart- 
“ ment.”— —That’s aU! Nor need there 
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be qne word aaid upon the matter. The 
thing speaka foi' itself. Not a word of it, 
however, should w'e ever have heard, had 
it not been for t^t Inquiry, which was 
moved for by Iaro PorchES'»’ 7 ,,t, wnicn 
^as ODposed by the Ministry, but in which 
ttoe House ot Commons is now engaged. 
We have here obtained a specimen of how 
^Eiursare conducted. It is for the public 
tpVeflect well upon it; to consider what 
most, hi the end, be the inevitable con* 
sequence of conducting afi^irs in such a 
jinanner. 

While this medical squabble w'as going 
on at home, the mortal enen^, disease, was 
not idle in Walcheren.* Tbtere our un¬ 
fortunate countrymen w'cre dying by 
hundreds and lying sick by thousands. 

-Dr. BtANE and his associates arrived 
in the island on the last day of September, 
when there was between nine and ten 
thousand'sick; and, such, to the very last, 
was the scarcity of medical aid, that, even 
Efter Sir E. Coote came home, and so late 
Es the 7th of November, General Don. 
who had succeeded ^ir E. Coote, writes 
thus to Colonel Torrens, Secretary, I sup¬ 
pose, to Sir David Dundas. " Sir, I beg 
"leave to represent, iur the Commander 
« in Chiefs consideration, that from the 
*' number of vacancies and absentees in 
** the Regimental Medical OlTicers of this 
Army, the Hospital Mates have been 
" unavoidably appointed to do duty with 
" corps, and, in consequence, a con- 
".siderable deficiency in that rank of the 
Medical Department haiabeen occasioned.' 
** —In the two last embarkations of sick, 
" several Transports proceeded without a 
*• Medical Officer; and for the embarkation 
** that is now about to take place, there is 
*• not a single Medieal Officer of that Rank 
disposable, and that can be appointed lo 
ff accompany the sick.—I beg, therefore, 
to submit, that 15 Hospital Mates may 
" be sent for th»duties in this Island.^’ 
Thus, then, this cry for tnedical aid, which 
was first made by Mr. Webbe, on the 27th 
August, was still kept up on the 7th of 

November. -Why the army was not 

sooner withdrawn is *a separate question, 
EOd a question, which, I think, will not be 
long in deciding; but, at any rate, if the 
army was td remain so long in the island, 
surely ,medical assistance enough, and 
even in abundance, ought to have been 
sent.——I shall conclude this article with 
E^atement, shewing the cost, in lives, of 

Expedition to the Seheldt, of this 
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Walcheren Expedition, of this grand efiort 
of a vigorous ministry. 

Officirso* Men. 

T.iere were embarked on 
the Expedition, and, of 
course, all in good health 1,738 37,481 


There were killed - — - - 7 9P 


Died abroad - -- -- -- 40 2,041 
Died since sent home - - - 20 1,850 

C - 

Total Died - - 60 3,891 


Sick on the 1st day of this 

month of February - - - 217 11,296 


This is a return, signed by "Harry Cal¬ 
vert,” and laid before*tlie House of Com¬ 
mons, since the commencement of the In¬ 
quiry.-There, are besides?, 84 deserted; 

deserted in such a place as Walcheren and 
Beveland! Nearly a hundred men, too, 
deserted in such a place! ‘Tiiese, together 
with 25 discharged, from behig, of course, 
unfit for further service, the total cost in 
officers and men, is 67 of the former, and 
4,108 of the latter. Disease had, evenhe- 
rordiiig to this return, killed 3,951, of all 
desi'i iptions, on the first day of this month, 
when there were 11,513 Mill sick : Eleven 
thousand five hundred and thirteen, slid sick 
on the first day of this month ol I'coruary. 
How many of these unfortunate men will 
dito with this disease, we cannot yet tell; 
nor h )w many, though tliey may not now 
^die, will never recover; bur, I should ob¬ 
serve, that fi oni the 2yth llcgiment no re¬ 
turn had been received by " Harry C.tl- 
vert,” so lha', in the above statement, we 

have not all the deaths nor all the sick. -- 

Such, in life and health, has been the cost 
of the Grand Expedition, to doubt of the 
wisdom of wiiich, at the lime when it was 
going forth, was sure to expose one to the 
foulest of imputations; nor was it a much 
smaller crime fib call for Inquiry info the 
conducting of it after it had failed. 

Lord Chatham’s Narrative. 

This precious document, for which we 
are certainly indel>ted.to the Inquiry now 
going on in the House of Commons, is a 
whole of itself. It Is a sort of sequel to his 
Lordship’s Dispatches, writte,n before he 
.came home. 1 ^ill, therefore, insert ;t 
here, just as it stands in all the news¬ 
papers, and just as i^was delivered to tlfe 
House; and, w hen I have so done, I will 
offer such observations upon it as appe^ar 
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to me likely to be useful; or; at least, as 
will slk^ what is the light, in which its 
contents appear to me. But, I must beg 
leave to simulate with the reader, that he 
go over the Narrative again; iTor (speak¬ 
ing from experience) I am pretty sure, 
that it is not to be understood at Once read¬ 
ing. It is a 'very important dpcument, 
and should be read with the greatest at- 

teifliun. • 

• 

Copt of the Earl of Chatham’s State¬ 
ment qf his Proceedinos, rfutoi 15/A 
October, ISOl)! —Presented to the Kin", 
I h Feb. 1810. 

In submitting* to your IMajesty a 
statement of my proceedings in the exe¬ 
cution of the Service your Majesty was 
graciously pleased to confide to me, and of 
the events which occurred in the course of 
it, it is not my fntentio.i to trouble your 
INlaJesty with*any further details of the 
earlier'parts of our operations, w'hicb hav¬ 
ing terminated in the speedy reduction 
of Waloheren by your Majesty’s troops, 
and the occupation of the adjacent Islands, 
and of the important post of Batz, received 
at the time your Majesty’s most gracious 
approb^Uion; but to confine myself prin¬ 
cipally in the narrative, which I am anxi¬ 
ous to be permitted to bring' under your 
Majesty’s view, to the consideration of 
the two following points, as most imme¬ 
diately applying to the conduct and final ( 
result of the Expedition to the iScheldt. 
1st. The ground upon which, after the 
, army was at. length assembled near Batz, 
a landing in prosecution of the ulterior 
obje'ets of the Expedition was not deemed 
advisable : 'Jdly. Why that army was not 
sooner there assembled, in rcadinesi to 
coramcnev further operations. 

*• W ith respect to the fiwmer proposition, 
I am inclined to think thaf it is so clear 
and evident, that no further operations 
could at tiuxt time, and in the then sickly 
state of tlie armv, have been undertaken 
witn any prospect of success, that it would 
be 'unnecessarily •trespassing on your 
Majesty to enter into much more detail 
efi thispointthan hasbednalready brought 
before your Majesty, in my dispatch of 
the 2fHh of August; an^ tlie chief object 
of this paper will be directed to shew to 
your Majesty, that \he second point, 
nttmely, why the army waS not brought 
up sooner to the destination from wlmncc 
its ulterior operations were to comrfience, 
is purely a naval considjecation, and that the 


delay did in no shape rest with me, or 
depend upon any arrangements in which 
the army was concerned; every facility^ 
on the contrary, having been a&rded by 
their movements to the speedy progress 
of the armament. 

in doing this, it will* I conceive, be 
necessary, for the sake of perspicuity, 

I should take up the consideration of this- 
business from its commencement. * ' 

“ Your Majesty will permit me herefp 
recal to, your recollection the change 
which took place in the original project 
formed for the attack of Antwerp, and o4‘ 
the French fleet *Sn the West Scheldt, in 
consequence of the opinions of the General 
and Stall' OiTicer^ to whom this question 
was referred; and a combined operation of 
the army and navy, the whole, with the 
exception of the force to be left for the 
reduction of Walcheren,to proceed up the 
West Scheldt, was accordingly determined 
on. 

" Upon tlfe practicability of such an 
operation being at once carried into exe¬ 
cution, which was, however, the ground¬ 
work of the Expedition, and which alone, 
in the opinion of aH persons consulted, 
seemed to afford any prospect of success, 
even in the most sanguine view of the sub¬ 
ject in all other respects, I must confess I 
eittertainedgreat doubts, till the communica¬ 
tion of a distinct oihcial opinion, given on 
this jioint by the Lords qf the Admiralty, 
decided in the affirmative this important ques^ 
iton. w 

“ At the same time it is to be remarked, 
that the occupation ofWalcheren, which 
bj’’ some persons it had been thought pos¬ 
sible to leave behind us, and the reduction 
of Flushing, which it hSd once been pro¬ 
posed only to mask, were deemed indis¬ 
pensable to the security of the fleet, in 
case <d*disaster; and accordingly a consi¬ 
derable separate force w%s allotted to this 
sejvice ; And, in this view, it was besides 
distinctly agreed upon, that a vigoijons 
attack by tlie navy upon the sea front 
should be made at the same time that the 
troops, after effecting their landing, ad¬ 
vanced to invest Flushing ; it beinglioped 
that by a powerful co-operation from the 
sea, at the moment the troop’s presented 
themselves before tlte place, the labour and 
delay of a regular siege might have been 
avoided, and a considerable portion of the 
force allotted to this service set at liberty 
to follow the army up the Scheldt.’ How- 
far this expectation was .fulfilled, or whe¬ 
ther the assurance given that the wholeof 
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the armament (the part to be landed at leading purpose of the Expedition, hameljr, 
Walcheren excepted) should be at once the running with the right wing^^d the 
transported op the Scheldt, in prosecution advance of the army at once up the West 
of the ultimate objects of the Expedition, Scheldt, at the same moment that the 
was carried into et&ct, or was wholly dis- attack updn Walcheren was proceeding, 
appointed, the information already before but tluu eoenthia need have delayed U for more 
your- Majesty wfli have jn a great measure burn three or four dayt, unUse on account qf 
a^ewn, and which if will be my duty to naval difficulties, which it udli be for the Ad- 
bring more ,particularly under your Ma- miral, not for me, to explain, I deny; for as 
jesty's view, when I detail the subsequent soon as Ter Veere and the Fort of !^maie- 
^burse of our proceedings. ^ kins fell, which happened on the 3rd of 

''from n hat cause this failure ensued— August, the passage of the Sloe was open 
whether it arose from insqfficieHt arrange- to the transports and gun vessels; or they 
tnenls on the part qf the Admiral, or was the might have, entered by* the Durloo or by 
unavoidable result of dif&cuHiei SRArrenr M the Zoutland passages, the batteries of 
the nature qf the Expedition itsef, it is not for Dyshook, of Vygeeter, and the Nolle, hav- 
me, con.oidering it entirely as a naval ing been all carried by the army early on 
question, to presume to offer any opinion the Istof August; and on the same day 
upon to your Majesty. the battery of Borslen at«the south-west 

■*' It may, however, be here proper to re- end of South Bcveland was abandoned on 
mark, that, in all the projects which have the movement of a detachment from the 
M various times been brought forward on corps under Sir John Hope; and I knova 
the subject of an attack upon the Island of qf nothing (but this, of coerse, is a point 
Walcheren and the Scheldt^ the necessity for the Admiral tospeak to) to have prevented 
-of having a wind a good deal to the West- the line qf battle ships and frigates from coming 
vwd, with moderate weather, has always in and passing up above Flushing, in the ffrst 
been insisted on. Without these ad van- instance, according to the plan originally de- 
tages. in the one case, the passage would cidedupon. 

be difficult; in the other, the surf would *' Before, however, I pursue further the 
prevent a landing on the points deemed details of the proceedings of the army, 
most favourable in other respects. In the governed as they necessarily were (until a 
present instance, owing-to the w'ind blow- tooting should be gained on the Continent) 
ing. strong from the westward, the surf was by the movements of the navy, I must for 
actually such as to prevent a landing on a moment refer to two separate operations; 
either of the points first fixed on Ibr tha^, the one under Lieutenant General Lord . 
purpose by the Admirai; and the situatiin Huntley and Commodore Owen, and the 
of the gun-boau and transports at anchor other under Lieutenant General Sir John 
m the Stone Deep becomiag very critical, Hopeand Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Keats; 
and the gale increasing, he found it neces- but both directed to assist* and ensure a’' 
sary to carry such part of the fleet as was rapid progress up the Scheldt, had the 
amv^ for safety into the Uaompot, and Admirsd found it practicable in other res- 
by wBich means the division of the army pects. With respect to tin- former, which 
j attack of Walcheren was was destined to destroy the Cadsand bat- 

e^bled to effect its landing from a more teries, and particularly that of Breskens. 
sheltered anchw^ge on the Bree Sand to had it been Carried at once into effect, 
ue westward of Fort den Haak. At this and that the Admiral could have availed 
time, the dn^ision under Lieutenant-Gene- himself of it, to lake the ships up ihe West ' 
ral I«rd RoMlyn, as well as that under Scheldt by the Wecling Pas.sage, it would 
lieutenant General Grosvenor, also the have been of the utmost advantage; but 
^valry, artille^, &c. were not arrived ; it was certainly rather fortunate it did not 
but tjp«y were afterwards, on their making take place at p later period, as after all the 
^ island, ordered by the Admiral into transporto, storeships, &c. were ordered < 
^ Veer Gat. It is, however, particularly into the Veere Gat, and the plan of running 
d«er,ving of attention, that this measure, at once up tile West Scheldt by the Weel- 
though in itself one of great idvantage, as ing Channel seemed abandoned, the object 
far as it applied to the division destined of destroying the C<!adsand batteries ceased 
tor the attack of Walcheren, by placing and a landing there' would ordy have been 
tM transports, storeships, and small craft, an unnecessary risk, and a very inconve- 
m Mcurity, wm, if carried further, cer- nielit separation of our force, and of 
tainiy not a Uftle at variance with the course, occasion great delay in collecting 
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it for ulterior operations. It ^ must not 
howri^ be forgotten, that the ‘difficulties 
here turned out to be much greater than 
bad been at ail foreseen before we sailed. 
In the first place, the beach' was so ex¬ 
posed, that in blowing weather it was 
found impossible to land; and, from what 
cause I know not, the Martjuis of Huntly’s 
disision could not be taken vp, in tfie first in- 
stince, high enough to attack the Breskens 
* Battery, the only one, from its situation, of 
much importance. In addition to this* the 
enemy, who had been represented by all 
the intelligence* communicated to me to 
be very weak, almost actually without 
troops in that quarter, appeared to be 
well prepared, and in considerable force. 
^ Under these circumstances, according to 
Lord Huntley^s Report, Commodore Owen 
appears to have experienced great disappoint¬ 
ment in not having the support of Lord Gard¬ 
ner's fleet and of his boats ; but his Lordship, 
as I believe, *could never enter the Weeling 
Channel at all; nor indeed was I ever ac- 
uainted with vSkat instructions were given to 
im on this head. 

•* When itwas found that Lord Huntley's 
division could neither land nor proceed by 
the Wheeling Passage up the Scheldt, as I 
had intended they should, it was determin¬ 
ed to withdraw them ; but from the bois¬ 
terous state of the weather,* it was some 
days before this could be efiected. «A.8 
soon as it was accomplished, they Vere 
passed over to South Beveland. « 

“ With respect to Sir John Hope's ope¬ 
ration, it was more prosperous. I'he 
object of i^ w'as this:—In the original 
arrangement for carrying the army at once 
up the West Scheldt, Sir John Hope’s 
division w'as included ; but just before we 
sailed, the Admiral received intelligence 
that the French fleet was come down 
abreast of Flushing, and seemed to threaten 
to oppose our passage up tHe Scheldt. 

" ^ this view, it w^ conceived that, by 
a landing on the north side of South Beve¬ 
land, the island might be possessed, and all 
the batteries taken in reverse, and thereby 
the position of the. French fleet, if they 
ventured to remain near Flushing, would 
be, as it were, turned,* and their retreat 
rendered more difficult, while the attack 
on them by our ships would have been. 
much facilitated : and for this object, the 
division of Sir John Hbp6 rather preceded, 
in Sftiling from the Downs, the rest of the 
fleet. 

" The navigation of the East Scheldt 
was found most difficult ^ but by the skill 


and perseverance of Sir Richard Keats 
this purpose was happily and earljf ac¬ 
complished, though the troops were carri¬ 
ed a great way in schujts and boats ; arid 
ibis division was landed near Ter-Goes, 
from whence they swept all the batteries 
in the island that cofild impede the 
progress of our ships up the West Scheldt, 
and possessed themselves on the 2d of 
August of the important post of Batz, to 
which it had been promised the army should,at 
once havfbeen brought up. 

“ Sir John Hope remained in possession 
of this post, though not without being 
twice attacked by the enemy's flotilla, for 
nine days before any of the gun-boats 
under Captain Sir Home Pupham were 
moved up the Scheldt to his support. 

" But It will be recollected, that both 
thdse operations tended directly to forward 
the original purpose of a rapid' progress 
up the Scheldt; the former by'opening the 
Cadsand Channel, could the landing of 
Lord Huntley’s division have been eflected ; 
the second, by covering the progress of 
our fleet along the coast of South Beve¬ 
land ; while the division under Sir John 
Hope was at the sanK time so for advanced 
towards the destination at w'hich the rest 
of the armament was to be assembled. 

“ It will now only be necessary for me 
tt> bring before your Majesty the dates at 
which the several parts of the armament 
were enabled, according to the arrange¬ 
ment* of Sir Richard Strachan, to pursue 
^heir progress up the Scheldt. In this 
place, however, it may be proper that 1 
should previously advert to the grounds on 
which the 3d division under Lieutenant- 
General Grosvenor, as well as the two 
light battalions of tHb King’s German 
Legion, (composing part of the fotce des¬ 
tined in the first instance to proceed 
against Antwerp) were landed at Walche- 
ren, and employed before Flushing. 

Youf Majesty will be pleased to re¬ 
collect, that the troops which sailed from 
Portsmouth under Lieutenant-General Sir 
Eyre Coote were destined for the service 
of Walcheren, and had been considered 
as sufficient for that object, according to 
the intelligence received, and the supposed ' 
strength of the jenemy; thAigh at the 
same time, certainty rdying, for the first 
efforts against Flushing, on the prdmised 
co-operation cf the Naty, and on their esta¬ 
blishing, aswasheldout,in the first instance, 
a naval blockade, except on the side of 
Veer andRammekins. Unfortunately, how¬ 
ever, this did not^takeplacef and for several 
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nights after the army wai before Flashing, nance ships, transports, store-ships, vic- 
tiu mxm swxiff^d in tkrotmg fi'(m the op- taallers, &c. in orde^ that the arpamcnt 
porite coaatyproucA^ the canal of Ghait, might proceed without delay to its desti- 
ewuidemble reii^fifcements into .the vface, nation; and 1 added iny liopes, that they 
lo^ch enabled^im eongtantly td atiTK^ our out- wouid rere'ivc the protent!or> ot, the ships 
pMts and XBorJcing parties, .and fnallyto at. of war, none of which had yet entered the 
a saUy in force, tlum^h, happily from the West Scheldt. 
vahwr qf your Mqjesty*s troops, tbithout sue- ** To all of this, and to the eeyeral ar- 
icm. This proving very harrassuie, par- rangements explained to him in detail, he 
ticulaily from tlic great difficulty of com- fully asscivted. • 

nasnication between the several parts of In bis reply to my letter of the 4th*. 
our line, I determined, in order to relieve on t^ie sth of August, he acquaints me 
the troops and press forw'ard the siege that several of the smaller vessels of dif- 
with as much vigour as possible, to avail ferent descriptions had |Missed through the 
myself for the time of th% services of thes*- intricate passage of tlie Sloe, and that he 
corps { but it is to be remembered, that had ordered the frigates to pass up the 
this was on/y dme because i saw no movement West Scheldt, to lie ftillowed, by the line- 
making to pu^t forward a single vessel up the of-batile ships; and be gave hopes that' 
Weu Scheldt; and it therefore seemed more be should be able to go up,the river w'ith 
(advisable to have their assistance before the flotilla on the 10th of August at fur- 
Flushing, than that they should lie inactive thest, ,and that the frigates and line-pf- 
in the Veer Gat; and they might at any batile ships should follow, as they came 
time be re-embarked from Baoimekins in m, in succession. * 

a few hours, whenever thtir transports « Tl.e frigates, however, did not pass 
could be brought up from Veer, and there Flushing till the evening trf the 11 th, and 
was the least chance of our proceeding to the line-of-battle ships only passed to the 
our ulterior destination. , anchorage above Flushing on the l-llh, 

" 1 hare already stated that Rammekins the second day of ihe bombardment, 
surrendered oa the evening of the 3d of “ These ships began to [irocecd up the 
August. , river on the lt;tli, and arrived on the lytli; 

“ Immediately upon this event, feeling, one division as high as the ba'/ liclow 
as I did, great uneas|mcss at the delay Waerdtn, t|jc other off the llanswcnt, 
which had already taken place, and at the «ibcre they remained ; the Courag«.ux 
departure from the original plan, I wrote a passed above Batz ; the cavalry ships 
letter to tlic Admiral, then at 'IWVecr,^ only got through the Sloe Passage into 
expressing my hope,.tlutt the ships wouhl the West Scliclilt from ifie i/Oih to the- 
•now be able to enter the West Scheldt byjfesd, and arrived olfBatz on the 23J and 
the Sl€«Passage, and that no time shoul<r'21i,h; the ordnance ships and store ships 
be lost in pressing forward as speedily as passed through lioni the 22tl to the 23d,* 
possible <our farther operations; and Ire- and arrived at their destination off Batz 
quested, at the same time, that he would on the Aftli and 23th ; the iransporis for 
qammunicate to me the extent of naval Lieutenant General Giosvenor’s division 
«o-(^ration he could aft’ord, as well for only came up to receive them on the IPth, 
the future blockade of Flushing, as witli on wliicii day they enibarked j and those 
a view to protcaing the coasts of South for Major Gesieral Graham's division on 
Beveland, and watching the passages from the 20th and 2lst» and they arrived ofl* 
the Meuse to the East Scheldt, as &is Bajz on the 2 kh. The corps of Brigadier 
consideration would govern very much General Rutteiiburgh, and the light bat-^ 
uie extent of force I must leave in South ialions of ihe Geiman Legitui, proceeded 
BevelaiKl, when the army advanced. To lo join the Eail of Russian's division in 
tUs^ter he did not reply fully till the Sth South Bevelaijd. 

tfMfpttt; Iwtihad a note from him‘on » Fro.ii the Statement, your Majesty 
fAe 5</^<'«^nng me tbe^ transports should will see, that noiwjihstandiiig eocry t^ffort 
be broogat .forward without delay ; and, an my pun with the Admiral, the arin.iment 
I bad also .a very kmg conversation with was not assembled at the point o^its dea- 
'bimon the fsorning of the oth, on the tinationiill the 25th, and of course that 
, arrangemeaits lo be token for our further the means of commencing oper|^tions 
operatiotas, when I twged, in the strongest sooner against Antwerp were never irl 
manner, Ihe neee^ty'of not tesiug a mo- my*power. 

mmt in.briiigH(jjf op'ihewavolry and ord- « It i^- became at this, advanced pel 
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ripd my duty to consider very serioasly 
thoi^xpedienoy of isuiding tbe army on 
tbeH^ntinent. On comparing aH the. 
intelligence obtained as to' the 'strength 
of the enemy, it appeared to be soch. as 
to leave (-is stated in my dtspatch of tlie 
29th of August) HO reasonable prospect 
of the force under uiy command, after 
accomplishing the preliminary operations 
^f reducing Fort Lillo as well •as Liefken- 
shoeck, on the opposite side of Antwerp, 
without the possession of which the de¬ 
struction of the ships and arsenals the 
cnrmy could iipt be eftected ; and in ad¬ 
dition to this, the sickness which had beijun 
to attack the army Tthoai the 2()tti, and which 
was hourly incrcasimg to an alarming extent, 
created the most serious apprehensions in the 
minds of the j/iedical men, as to its further 
progress; at that unhealthy season, and 
u Inch fatal experience has since shewn to 
have been but ^oo well founded. 

O' iTour Majesty will not be surprised 
if, under these circumstances, I paused in 
requiring thck Admiral to put the army on 
shore. 'J'hat a landing might have been 
made, and that any force that had been 
opposed to us in the field would haveyielded 
to the superior valour of British troops, I have 
no doubt; but then, any such success 
could* have been of no avail towards the 
altaiiimeiit of the ultimate object, and 
there was still less chance fliat the en^my 
would have given us the opportunity. 
Secure in his fortresses, he had a surer 
game to play ; for if ever, the army, di? 
vided as it niust.necessarily have been in 
order to occupy both banl^ of the river, 
exposed to the eiiects of inundation on 
every side, and with all its communica- 
tiuiis'liable to be cut while die furceof 
tlie enemy was daily and hourly increas¬ 
ing, had once sat down before Antwerp, 
it is unnecessary for me to point out to 
your Majesty bow critical*must in a short 
time have been theineituation. But when, 
added to this,, sickness to an alarming ex- 
JLeiit had begun to spread itself among the 
troops, and the certain and fatal progress 
of which, at that season, was but too well 
ascertained, it ap'peared to me that all 
further advance coukl,on1y tend to com¬ 
mit irretrievably the safety of the army 
which your Majesty had eoafided to me, 
and which every priifbiple of military* 
duty ^ well as the' (Utoct tenor of my in¬ 
structions alike forbade. 

* In thfs. statd of things, I considered 
that there was left me no alternatiw!, but 
to puraue the course 1 Have already stated, 
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for ywip Majesty’s infcminrtieir, in my 
dispatch of the 29th of August; end that 
comloet I now moat humbly, but at the 
same' time jvith perfect confidence, sa6m0 
to your Majesty’s Judgment. 

" I shall ivere close this report; which 
bus, 1 fear, already detained your Majesty 
but tpo long; b*y observing, that wherever 
it has'been necessary for me tp advett to 
(lie disappointments expcrienced,*through 
the arrangements of the Admiral, in the 
naval co-operation I had been taught to 
expccC I have confined myself to stating the 
facts; abstaining, as it became me, from 
all comment, and leaving it to the Ad-r 
miral, in such report as he may make of 
his proceedings, to bring under your Ma¬ 
jesty’s view tlie circumstances which may 
have occasioned them, and above all, to 
account fur the difiicnitics which prevented 
the investment of Flushing (a point never 
even doubted of before) as well as to shew 
the obstacles which presented lliemselyes 
to the early'progrcss of the Armament up 
the West Scheldt, which operation I bad 
always looked upon as the primary object 
of his instructions, and on the accomplish¬ 
ment of which our best hopes of success 
ill any of the ulterior objects of tlie Ex¬ 
pedition principally, if not wholly, de¬ 
pended. (Signed) Chatham. 

. Lieutenant-General, 

October 15th, 1809.” 

(Presented to the King, 1 \th February, 181 Q.f 
• 

The observations, called for by this 
Narrative, naturally divide themselves into ' 
two parts: FinsT, as relating to the con¬ 
duct of the Admiral, Sir Rich midStrachan, 
towards J^nn Chatham ; and. Second, as 
relating to the coiiduot of iltc ministry to¬ 
wards the. public. -Without <entering^ 

into detail, it is manifest, that Lord Chat¬ 
ham, though, ill some instances, hele«veB 
it, in words, for others to judge of the 
Adniwalis conduct, in fact he does con¬ 
demn that enndurt; that he blames the 
Admiral for nut giving him the assistance 
that he might have given him previous to 
the capture .of Flushing; that reinforce- . 
ments were, from that cause, let into 
Flushing; that the capture of ttial place 
was thereby retarded ; that, of course, the 
further intended operations up the Scheldt' 
were also retarded from the same’ cause j 
that, when the time came to push forward* 
the Admiral was again tardy, and, that. 
his tardiness did, in fact, cause so mtfch 
delay in the operattons of the amv, tirat, 
supposing the great and*nltimatwobject of 

Voi» XVII.^Price Is. 
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the Expedition to have been at aU pracH- 
0 abk (of which, by-^e«bye. Lord Chat¬ 
ham seeina from tne first to have 
ikHibted), that object iniist have been frus¬ 
trated in consequence of such delay on the 

part of the Admiral_^Such is, 1 think, 

the fair meaning of* Lord Chatham’s Nar¬ 
rative. What answer Sir JRfchard Straphan 
may*make to it, 1 pretend not to foresee ; 
but, 1 tiave seen, in some of the news-pa¬ 
pers, Lord Chatham’s Dispuieh of the ] Gth 
qf August quoted in answer to his present 
charges against the A^niral. ‘In IfisDis* 
patch of the 16th of August Lord Chatham, 
after giving an acqount of«bis operations 
against Flushing, the capture of which he 
was announcing, says: “.The seamen,. 
** whose labours had alreadjf been so useful to 
** arff<y, sought their' reward in a fur- 
" ther opportunity of distinguishing them* 
selves ; and one of the batteries was ac- 
coi^ingly entrusted to them, and which 
they served with admirable vigour and 
t* eflbct.—<•! must here beg to express iny 
" strong sense of the constant and cordial 
" co-opiration of the navy on all occasions; 
" and my warmest acknowledgments are 

* most particularly due{o Captain Coctebum, 
** of the Belleisle, commanding the flotilla, 
*' and to Captain ftichardson, ut the Caesar, 
” commanding the brigade of seamen 

* landed w'ith the army-”-Now, as, 

.Lord Chatham, in his Narrative, com- 

lains of the Admiral’s not having given 
im the proper, and even the promised as¬ 
sistance, in the attack upog Flushing, it is 
said, by Sir Richard Slrachau’s friends, 

' that we have here, under Lord Chatham’s 
own hand, aprotjf that his complaint, now 
made, is, as far, at least, as relates to 
. what took place previous to the capture 
•f Flushipg, totally unfounded; because we 
here see, that, q^er thtU capturCf he says, in 
terms the most explicit, that he has every 
V thing to say in praise of the navy; that 
he has had their *' constant and cogdial co- 
^eration.”—-—It is, indeed, very difficult? 
if not impossible to explain these words 
Utyay; mr, though the Admiral is not 
named, and two of liis captains are named; 
still the whole f the navy is praised for its 
cotfstant* and cordial co-operation. The* 
only question, therefore, is, whetber con- 
siderattonif of future adf^ntage, or of fu¬ 
ture pfeventton of mischief, did authorize 
Lord Chatham to make this report of the 
conduct of the navy, at a mexient when 
he was in possesion of the facts, wbicii he 
has now laid before the*king and the par- 
lissisut, and uhickimatsare iadireet con¬ 


tradiction to that report. Ha does net 
praise the Admiral, he does not name him; 
and, it is pretty evident that he waadis- 
pleased '^with him, at. the time when he 
wrote his dispatch of the lOth of August; 
but, still, where arewetolookforajustifica- 
tion for having, in a dispatch intended for the 
public eye, praised the navy and asserted 
tliat its co-operation had been constant 
and cordial, ewhen, at the moment when* 
he was writing that dispatch, he knew, 
that his oper'ations had been retarded and 
that the great object of his enterprize was 
likely to be frustrated by a want of that 
very co-operation ? In his dispatph of the 
29th of August, w’hcre he status the causes, 
which have induced hin»to resolve to pro¬ 
ceed no further, he does, indeed, say no¬ 
thing at all about either the.Admiral Or 
tl)e Navy, which shews that he was out 
of temper with the former, or, at least, 
that he was not upon a, very cordial foot¬ 
ing with him ; but, there is nothing, in my 
opinion that can possibly reconcile the 
dispatch of the loth of August with the 
Narrative now under observation. What 
took place, indeed, after the 10th of Au¬ 
gust, is another matter: Of the conduct 
of the navy after that date, Lord Chatham 
had not spoken in his dispatches, and was, 
therefore, at full liberty to condemn it 
eitlier in a report to the king, or in his 
erUlf nee to the'House of Commonsbut, 
there is no rubbing out the praises in the 
dispatch of the Kuh of August; there is 
lift reconciling that dispatch with the nar¬ 
rative ; and, the public must, according 
to their opinion as to tliose two state¬ 
ments, be permitted to judge (ff any other 
statanents, made by the same person.—— 
It has beet] urged against Lord Chatham, 
that the /iwe-of publishing this Nanrativc 
indicates a desire to take an unfair advan¬ 
tage of iSir Richard Straefaan. Really, 
there is somethiag so strange in the whole 
of this afiliir, that one *(1068 not know what 
to think of it; but, 1 cannot see any rev 
son that Sir Richard has to complain: that 
is to say, if what Lord Chatham says b« 
correct. The former may demand an in¬ 
quiry into his conduct.* Towards Sir R. 
Strachan I donofthyiik that Lord Chatham 
has acted unfairly.—But aH this ap¬ 
pears to me to-be of very little conse¬ 
quence to the natifin, compared with the 
question between the ministers and the 
public. This is the interesting j}oint, in 
'which Lord Chatham’s Narrative is tofte 

viewcik-We see, that the narrative ie 

dated on the 1 ith vf October; and that it t« 



S09] ,l^BRUARTSi» UtO^--ira/cAmi»/Amit^.' [394 


Mid to have been pre$ented to the king on 

qfFekmaiy. -Now, in the first* 

plac^, how comes it, thM (lOrd Chatham 
did not deliver it, in the shape of a report, 
to the ministen f How long, 1> should wish to 
know,4tas it been constitutional for'a com¬ 
mander of an expedition to make his re¬ 
ports directly to the king, and not to the 
ministers ?—— Well, but, why was not 
•the Narrative presented sooner ? Why, if 
drawn up on the I5t^ of October, was it 
not presented till within one day of fotir 

months afterwards ?-Let it be observed, 

too, that this paper was not presented to 
the House of Commons amongst those 
papers, which, in the Speech, tlie king 
was advised to say, he trusted, would be 
•’satisfactory’* upon the subject of this 
fatal Expedition; and, it is now clear, 
that this paper never would have 1>ectt 
laid before the House, and, of course, 
that the pubjic never would have seen 
it (though* written in October last) had 
not the Inquiry took place, and which 
Inquiry, w« should always bear in mind, 
was, in the way in which it has taken place, 
oppostdby the ministers. Never should we 
have seen this paper, had it not been for 
the Inquiry ; and, indeed, it would, from 
the dates, seem, that the kin^ never would 
ha'^ heard any thing of it; so that to 
Lord PoncMESTER,«ind those who voted, 
with him the public are ‘clearly indebted 
for the knowledge of the contents of this 

inestimable paper_But, no\y let us look 

back a little, and see what was passiffgt 
while this paper lay, ready drawn up, in 
the possession of Lord Chatham. It is 
almost intpussihlc to believe, that the mi¬ 
nisters, or, at least, a part of them, were 
not, in the month of October, made acquaint¬ 
ed with this Narrative of IjOid Chatham; 
and it is, I think, quite impossible to be¬ 
lieve, that whether they bad, or had not 
actually seen the Narrative, they must have 
knoum of the luutuaif accusations of the land 
and sea commanders. Yet, on the 20lk ' 
qf December did they advise the king, to 
tell the Corporation of London that he did 
not think it necessary to order any military In¬ 
quiry into the condsect cf the Expedition. Well 
enough may it now, be* asked, who it was* 
that advised the king to give that answer to the 
City qf Lmdon. The king, then, in the 
- Speech to the ParliaoSent, says that he null 
order such papers to be laid before them, 
he trusts, will he saiisfpetory', but, he 
md not,*and He could not intend to lay this 
most important of all papers before them, 
for, w« see, that the paper, is dated as pre¬ 


sented to him only on the 14rA tf February* 
long^afier the Speech was made, But, 
supposing the king not to l^ave heard of 
the Narrative, his ministers must, or at least. 
Lord Chatham, the author of it, must; and 
yet these ministers, of whom Lord Chatham 
himself was ohe, advised the king, on the 
20th of Dec. to tell the Citizens of Lon¬ 
don ^utt he did not think a military Inquiry 

necessary. -Now, how is this to be met 

by the ministers ? Jt is impossible, 
that they can deny haying had a ktiow- 
ledgefof Lord Chatham's Narrative ; be¬ 
cause, in that case, what becomes of him, 
who, as a» cabinct-niini^ster, could hide from 

them that knowledge ? -Thus we see how 

much can be. done by the City of Lon¬ 
don, if under the guidance of spund prin¬ 
ciples and animated with only common 
spirit. Had it not been for them ; bad 
it not been for their call for an Inquiry (a 
call which was treated in a manner that 
will not, I trust, soon be forgotten,) this 
Narrative.of Lord‘Chatham would have 
been without one half of its effect. We 
have now not only the proqf of the neces¬ 
sity of an Inquiry ; but, to that we' add 
the proof that l|}e ministers, or one of 
them at least, who is still a minister, had 
already drawn up with his own band, or, 
at least, had signed with hiS own. name, a 
paper containing grounds more than suffi¬ 
cient fur an Inquiry. 

• [Since writing the above, I find 
that tjj^ere arc some considerable 
omissions in the Returns of the 
Deaths, (see p. 280), which will be 
pointed out in my next.] 


It was my intention to l>pve offered 
some remarks upon several other topics, 
especially on the propo-sition for taking 
into our pay (just w^cn the war in Portu¬ 
gal is Ukcly to be put an end to) thirty thou¬ 
sand Portuguese troops, whom I hope the 
Parliament will take care to forbid being 
BROUGHT INTO THIS KINGDOM. 

-1 also wished to express more fully 

than 1 can now do, for want of time, the 
satisfaction I feel, in common* with all 
those with whom I have conversed upon 
the subject, at tha manly and useful strug¬ 
gle, which Mr, Burgoyne has’ made ■ in 
Essex; and which may, at a future pe¬ 
riod, be the cause of rescuing that county 
from the di^racefvl compromm,^ which, 
for years past, has in foot deprtved the 
freeholders of any voice at all. 

K 3 • 
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COBBETT’S 

* • 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

The Fiftkenth Taht of the above 
Work, will be published on the l%t of 
'Maren. One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
sneccipding month. Subscribers'who pur¬ 
chase the Work in Quarterly Volumt^is are 
respectfully informed that the Fifth Vo¬ 
lume will be ready for delivery on the 
first of March. Of the Two nuNoaED 
and Seven Trials or Proceedings, of 
which the first five Voiuhies consist, 
NiNETy-FouB never before came into any 
Collection. The'following is a List of the 
Articles contained in the Fifth Volume : 

The new Metier is marked [N. j 

187. Th« Proceedings, Ex^niinatioa, and Trial of 
Colonel F.usebius Aiidrewe, more coitfmonly writ¬ 
ten Andrewes, (a Barrister of Gray’s Inn,) before 
the Hiidi Court of Justice, for High Treason, 
A. D. 16o0.. 

188. The Trial of Mr. Christopher Ij>ve, before 

the High Court of Justice; fur High Treason, 
A. i>. 1651. u 

189. The Trial of Mr. John Gibbons, bcKire the 
High Court of Justice, for High Treason, a. d. 
1651. 

190. Proceedings against Janies Stanley, Earl of 
Derby, Sir Timothy Fetiicrstonhaugh, and Cap¬ 
tain John Benbow, before a Court Martial, for 
High TreaaoiJ, a. v. 1651 [N.] 

191. TTie Trial of Major Kicha^ Faiilconer, at 
the Upper Bench Bar in WcstiSinstor-hall, upon 
an Indictment for Pei jury, a. d. Id.'i't. 

199. Tlie Case of Captain Jolm S'lCiirr, on an 
Habeas Corpus, at the Upper Q^-neh in Westuiin- 
.ster-hall, a. d. 1053. 

193. The Trial of Mr. J^in T,ilbnrne, at the Ses¬ 
sions of the Peace lield for the City of Ijondon, 
at Justice-Hall indie Olil Bailey, for ri-tiirning 

*• into England, being baniahed by Act of Parlia¬ 
ment,' A . D. 1653. 

194. Casa of the PrivileKRS of F.mhassndors, being 
the Proceedings againtf Don Pantahs^n Sa, Uio- 
Ifanr of the Embassador from the Kin.? of Poriii- 
gnl toj^ngland; for Murder in a Riot in the New 
Exchange, a. ». 16.S4[K.] 

193. The. Trial of John Gerhanl, Peter Vowell, 
and Somerset Fox, liefore the High Con it of Jus¬ 
tice, fi/r High Treason, in conspiring to Murder 
the Lord protector, a. n. 1651. 

196. Proceatings of the Commissioners appointed 
by Oliver Cfontueil for ejecting Scandalous and 
Insufficient Annisteis, agaiitat John Pordage, of 
Bradfi^lil; in. the County of Berks, a. d, 1654. 

197. Proc^ings of the Commissioners upixanted 

by Oliver Cromwell for ejecting Sitarulaliiiis and 
Ignorant Minitten. In the Case of Waiter Bush- 
neit. Cleric, Vicar of Box, in tbe Cbunty of Wilts, 
A.i>. lu.>6 [N*. j A 

198. The Trial of tiie Hpn. Cidooel .fohn Penrmi- 
dock, at Exon, for High XVessos, a. v. 1633. 


199. Proceedings of the Lord Protector and hia 
Council against' Sir Henry Vane, knt. ibryte 
publication of a Book, mtitled, *' A Hemi^ 
“ Question, propounded and resolved, npon oc- 
“ casioD of tbeJate public and seasonable Call to 
*' Humiliation, * in order to Love and Union 
** amongst the honest Party,” a. d. 1656 [N.] 

200. PitK-eedingK in tbe House of Commons against 
Jnmes Nayhir, for Bla.s[jliemy, and other Misde¬ 
meanors, A. D. 1656. 

201. Tbe Trial of Miles Sindercome, alias Fish, 
before the J/»-d Chief Justice Glynn, and Mr. 
Justice Warburton, at the Upper-Bench, West¬ 
minster, for High 'Treason, a. d. 1657. 

202. Thw Trial of Sir Henry Slingsbv, knt. before 

the High Court of Justice, for High Treason, 
A. D. 1658. ' 

203. Tbe Trial of Dr. John Hewet, before the 

High Court of Justice, for High Treason, a. d. 
1658. , 

204. The Trial of John Mordant, esf). before the 

High Court of Justice, fur High Treason, a. d. 
1658. • 

205. The Trials of TWEN H'-NINE REGICIDES, 
at the Old Bailey, for High Treason, which ba- 
gall on the 9tti of October, a. d. 1660. 

206. Proceedings uiron an impeifchmont against 
William Drake, for writing, printidg, and pub- 
lishin.g a false, wicked, malicious and seditious 
Pamphlet, entitled, “ The Long Ikirlianieiit re¬ 
vived',” A. D. 1660 fN.] 

207. Pisiceediiigs in Scotian I against Archibald 
Marquis of Argyle, for Iligli Treason, a. I).*1661. 


ESSEX ELECTION. 

To the (JeniknuM, Clergy, and Fresholderii qf 
the County Enscx. 

GeKtlcmen :—the Eight Hundred 
and Eleven independent Freeholders who 
b.'vyc supported me, I return my warmest 
Thanks; to those who have opposed me, 
some of biicm not by the most justifiable 
n)oan.s, I oiler good will and forgiveness; 
and to those who on account of ambitions 
views and private friendship, have remain¬ 
ed neuter, though they approve of iny po¬ 
litical princiiiles, i submit my advice that 
they would in future fee! for their country, 
and exercise their franchises in support of 
their opinion.s—Hiider all circumstances, 
I assei I I h tt my defcMt is*in truth a triumph. 
I have manifested under every discourage¬ 
ment, sonic firmness and perseverance, in 
giving an example which I hope will be 
iollowcd throughout the Hnited Kingdom 
at the nelct General Election. I have 
'faithfully observed my engagements, and 
shewn, that wealth is not necessary for a, 
Candidate, and the Freeholders of 
Counties have still the power to choose 
their own Bepresematifes. I wish I could 
add, that -all those who haye talked tha 
most of independence have had the courage 
to exorcise it.—Powerful have been the 
means employed to iniluence and terrify f 
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and after your elective franchises lying 
donaant rorty vears, in consetjuence of 
th^Wmpromise'which has disgraced this 
County, it could not be expected that the 
spirit of independence should be at once as 
conspicuous with us as it is in the ueigh- 
• bouring County of Kent.' However, the 
foundation is laid, and the best return 1 
can make fur your favour, is to continue to 
support this 'constitutional work.—Mr. 
^oublon has no reason to boSst of his ma¬ 
jority; his return is owing to the disunion 
ofiiis enemies, not to the strength of bis 
friends. A third of the Freeholders have 
not polled; tSe leading Whig interests 
have not moved; hundreds of niy friends 
did not give me ^eir votes, because they 
thought that there w'as no chance of over¬ 
taking ray opponent. An exposure of some 
of the instafhees of influence and tyranny 
which have been e.xercised will be my 
first object. If they do not deter the ene¬ 
mies of your independence from such ve¬ 
nal practices in future, they will, 1 hope, 
encourage you to resist them, and teach 
you that your country is your surest party 
and your best friend. I am, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend and obliged servant, 
Montagu Burcoyne. 

Chelmrford, Feb. 17. 


MR. WINDHAM. 

Sir; —The Letters of your opponents 
so frequently find places m your Weekly 
Register, that I shall make no apology fiir, 
leaving this at your disposal.—As it is 
intended to be a commentary upon a com¬ 
mentary, *he text being Mr. Windham’s 
late speech, or rather, as you correctly 
describe it, “ tlic publication called a 
Speech of Mr. Windham,” 1 shall pursue 
the order observed by you; withholding, 
however, for the present, any remarks con¬ 
nected with what you caU the public part 
of that speech, partly because they might 
extend to a length inconvenient fur inser¬ 
tion, but more particularly because you 
intimate that your remarks on that head 
are not yet closed.—Adverting then to 
the personal” attack contained in the 
publication in question,*you first observe, 
that it was any thin§ but •• manly,” that 
is, it leR the persons attqpked without the 
means of defence. •What? The lords 
and masters of the press without the m'cans 
of defence ? Surely*this position is rather 
whimsical.— As well might you tell me 
that if you were to thrust your hapd into 
« hivo of bees, the poor bees could do 


nothing but drop their wingi, and mourn 
over their own helplessness. Let us loolc 
to what has now been the fact, Has the 
hive been indeed .so passive ? Has there 
been no bqgxing, no stinging, no shower 
of darts from the citadel, no sally from the 
garrison ? Or do mean it to be thought 
that your observations, and those of the 
Reporter whose letter you insert and ap¬ 
plaud, and those too, daily issuing from 
the Newspapers in town and country, fur¬ 
nish no defence at all?—That Mr. ^nd- 
hani’ssaUacks are going through the world 
unanswered and unchecked ? jHiis 1 think 
you cannot wjjh us to believe.—But the 
assaulted parties, you will say, though they 
could reply to him the next mbrning, could 
not do so when the 'httack was made. 
This is true, and it is equally true in every 
case where the party attacked is absent; 
It happened so with respect to some indi¬ 
viduals who had not the gootf luck to be 
amongst the auditors of your Speeches in 
Hampshire^ Yet I do not recollect that on 
that account you thought it necessary to 
apologize for the unmanlinesa of the cen¬ 
sures you applied to them. Well, but the 
present case, you may say, is not that of 
persons absent, buf of persons actually pre¬ 
sent who are prevented fft>m making reply. 
So, then, it seems that one of these rules 
should be observed;—either no member 
’of parliament should be permitted to re¬ 
mark on the conduct of any individual-not 
a member, but who may happen by some 
chance to be .seated in the Gallery—or else, 
what would b# more entertaining, ai^ 
perhaps more conformable with your’opi¬ 
nions, the attacked gentleman in the gallery 
should be allowed to reply to the attacking 
gentleman on the floor.—^This would give 
a pleasing variety arnTrelief to the debates, 
and the bouse and the gallery might come 
to a trial of strength of lungs in applaud¬ 
ing their respective champions. Seri¬ 
ously, Sir, in the presSnt contest, you and 
^our associates have every advantage over 
your adversary (if such you choose to con¬ 
sider him) which number, concert, esprit 
du corps, the use of your own accustomed 
weapons, and what is more than all, the 
.absolute command of the pre.ss, can afford 
you;—so that while you are censuring 
Mr. Windham for want of courage, all 
the rest of the world, unconnected wit4 
the press, is astonished at his temerity; I 
mean as shewn in a total disregard of per¬ 
sonal considerations. Next as to the des¬ 
criptions given c/ the persons attacked, 
you have asserted round ly« that not one of 
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them has ever kept a lottery-office or 
beeti a footman—and that but one of them 
has been a bankrupt.—^Without disputing 
your means of possessing thus early the 
result of an enquiry regarding a very nu- 
m.erous body of people, I would just ob¬ 
serve that, even if that result should prove 
to be correct,'the main arguments of the 
Speech in question would not at all ifliffer, 
provided that amongst the persons alluded 
to, some were found to he at least of simi- 
• lar (flasses, neither does it alter the case if 
it should happen (as from my own know¬ 
ledge it docs) that some, or even many, 
respectable and wejl educated persons are 
connected with the. daily and weekly press. 
The words in question, cv.en as given in 
the report you have made use of, arc by 
no means or a general nature, though the 
Editors and Reporters, as if coveting an 
attack, seem almost with one voice to have 
agreed to regard them as levelled against 
the whole fraternity, collectively and in¬ 
dividually'. With respect, howover, to one 
of the obnoxious descriptions, that of *' foot¬ 
man,” I have Heard from a person who was 
present, that it was not used by' :Mr. Wind¬ 
ham, through by mistakp it was noticed as 
if it had, in Mr. ^heridan’s reply—a mis¬ 
take which, I am told, was immediately 
corrected. You pos-ess ample means of 
informing yourself and the public, whether, 
this statement be true or false. Sut whe¬ 
ther the opinions thus .said to have been 
advanced by Mr. Windham were just or 
btherwise, it is to me, have been a 
frequent and almost constant reader of 
your Register for many years; it is to 
me, 1 say, a matter of perfect astonishment 
to find you, of all men living, charging 
those opinions with injustice or harsh- 
’ Jiess: You, who have so repeatedly brand¬ 
ed the press with every species of infamy, 
you who have constantly reviled its con¬ 
ductors as *' hirelings,” you, who have 
’ exhausted a vocabulary with which no 
writer has ever been more copiously stor* 
td, in*exposing these “Hirelings” forwhat 
you have described as their calumnies, 
inidrepresentations, venality and corrup¬ 
tion ! Passages to this effect I could easi¬ 
ly cite* from your works sufficient to. 
furnish you with mottoes for the next five 
■years. Ydt now the^', “ Hirelings” are 
Wiourctl with your special protection— 
your more than Jjrotherly commi.seration. 
This Inconsistency, though more glaring 
in you than in any of your new a.ssociates, 
is still remarkable enough in many of 
them, whose daily* practice it has been to 


bespatter one another with charges of ve¬ 
nality and slander. But let an attacl^be 
made from a foreign quarter, and the Civil 
wars are over in an instant—the wrangling 
corps forget ibeir own quarrels, and be¬ 
come firn^ united against the common 
enemy. Tne inference to be drawn from' 
this conduct must be, that the charges 
made are true when alledged by them¬ 
selves, but false when adduced by a by¬ 
stander.——I am now come to the personal 
a|)plication which you have chosen to 
make rff Mr. Windham’s use of the term 
“ Bankriqit.” That this geptlemati should 
have had in view any individual whomso¬ 
ever, seems neither necessary nor probable. 
That he should have (bought of Mr. 
Wright, appears from your own statement 
to be improbable in the highest degree. 
Mr. Wright seems by that account to have 
pos.ses.sed JMr. Windham's good will, and 
not to have done any thing to forfeit it. 
His past misfortunes, even if kyowntn Mr. 
Windham at all, must have been known 
by him to have proceeded .from other 
causes than misconduct ; and if any re¬ 
proach had been attached to those misfor- 
tunc.s, (which there is no reason to be¬ 
lieve) he would for the revival of that re¬ 
proach be indebted to your friendly offices. 
Mr. Wright, moreover, seems not to. be 
strictly of the description of persoas to 
whom Mr. Wiiidham was alluding. His 
pubficatiun is not a newspaper ; it is a 
Collection of Speeches compiled and print- 
(■dtl some time after they have been deliver¬ 
ed, with a view to the information of pos¬ 
terity, and corrected, in many instances, 
by the speakers themselves. Mr. Wind¬ 
ham appears to be one of the speakers who 
render this assistance, and it would have 
been strange indeed it he had thought it 
necessary to censure a publication to 
which he himself contributed. Neither 
is the care whicli he has manifested in the 
correction of his speeches at all inconsist¬ 
ent with his opmion(if such be his opinion) 
that the debates ought not to be published 
at all. If still they are published, there 
surely is no blame in his de.sire that his 
statements on important questions should 
be given correctly. ^ As to the oblig'sliun 
under which it is pretended Mr. Windham 
is placed by the.trouble his speeches have 
given to the editor,*it is surely at least re¬ 
ciprocal. It certainly must be' very'much 
the editor’s inte<'est, as it ought to be his 
endeavour, to have his puhKcatiofl correttit-’ 
ed by jthose who are most cotnpetent to 
the task; and in fact it appem from your 
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statement that both you and Mr. Wright 
“ took pleasure in haring Mr. Windham's 
'*'8|}eeches upon record as full as possi- 
« ble.”—Finally, you- adrert to a commu¬ 
nication very unimportant ^ itself, and 
upon which you leave the comment to be 
made by your readers, probably from the 
difficulty of ascertaining what sort of 
comment it was capable of. It seems not 
improbable^ I think, that in the represen¬ 
tation given, the dramaiii personct may 
have shifted places a little ; that is, it 
seems the more natural course that Mr. 
Wright should have first mentioned to Mr. 
Windham what Mr. Windham is stated to 
have asked from him. 1 am very far from 
wishing to impute to Mr. Wright any 
wilful misrepreslntation. The mistake 
may have arisen from the want of a pre¬ 
cise recolleetion of a conversation which 
probably took place some time ago, and 
which certainly proves nothing against 
Mr. Windhanf, in whicli ever way it might 
have passedT. I am, Sir, &c. 

15 Feb. 1810. A Friend to Truth. 

JACOBIN GUINEAS. 

Sir The liberality, with which you 
invite all your readers to the free discus¬ 
sion of every subject that excites public 
curiosity, hits induced me,' who am* a 
stranger, and by no means fond of ob¬ 
truding opinions, to offer a few observa¬ 
tions on the subject of Jacobin Guineas; 
and though I may only flatter myself 
supposing they may tend to simplify,*' 
I certainly shall not be accused of puzzling 
what wa:^ before a plain question.—I am 
not, Mr. Cobbett, a speculative theorist. 
The knowledge which I have acquired 
has arisen chiefly from observation and 
experience, and if in the discussion of this 
question I suffer myself'to be led by that 
experience, and attempt an illustration by 
a recurrence to my cash liook and ledger; 
though to the reffned philosopher, to bring 
it thus to the level of common accompts 
may appear degrading, yet to men of plain 
understanding, who like myself estimate 
knowledge by its practical effects only, I 
may fairly hope to stand excused; and 
the more so if it rcaify should in any mea¬ 
sure elucidate a subject rendered some¬ 
what obscure by fipe'spun reasoning, 
ingenious deductions, and false conclu¬ 
sions. The business'of a petty country 
hank, dlfl'ering only in degree, is in princi¬ 
ple the same as the Bqpkof England. And 
the trifling barter and sales of tHfe lowest 


trader, the same as the most extended 
commerce between one nation and another.' 
—Want of capual, limited credit, and an 
overstocked market producing in each the 
same difficnities, embarrassments and in¬ 
solvency.—Early in life I started' into 
business with a sum scarcely to equal the 
furniture of a modern 'kitchen, or the fit¬ 
tings-up of a stylish compting house. In 
the first place, 1 made myself acquainted 
with the value of a variety of ahicles at 
the wliarf with the prices given by, the 
rctailef, and with the profits paid by the 
consumer. Opportunities soon occurred 
of realizing large gains. The cheapness 
of the corilmodity, the certainty of its sale, 
and the prob’rible quickness of the return, 
were self-evident; but with my little sum 
and no credit, cheese-parings and candle- 
ends were all that 1 could manage.—My 
more wealthy neighbours easily secured to 
themselves these advantages, ‘ and were 
daily adding to their capital already so 
large : still 1 was not discouraged. The 
interval bAween my small purchase and 
return gave me more leisure than I either 
wished or enjoyed. Yet was this leisure 
useful. I began to enquire into the origin of 
their wealth, and Fsoon found that many of 
them started from the same point at which 
I then stood. I followed them through 
the different stages of their success, and 
investigated the causes which secured to 
them a fortune, so much more prosperous 
than their brethren. I perceived that as 
the'y advanced in business, by their in¬ 
tegrity, their «aiition, and above all by 
their punctuality, their credit increased in 
a ratio far beyond their capital. It was 
very evident that whilst their warehouses 
already contained goods, far exceeding in 
value the whole anfount of their pro¬ 
perty, they were still making advantageous 
purchases, and thereby doubling the means 
of getting rich. And this was no problem. 
They felt quite secur» in laying out their 
last shilling, no sudden demand could 
’injure them. An additional capi^l was 
soon created, and all their difficulties 
vanished. The Bank had no hesitation in 
discounting freely for them; for they had 
never been defaulters, even for a,moment. 
They knew that no man dare overtrade hia 
capital with impunity ; for*he must either 
sell at reduced prices, to remove the evil, 
or he fails, partially at least, in his engage¬ 
ment ; that no man fails in his engage¬ 
ment, but he inflicts a wound on his credit, 
in proportion to the magnitude of that 
engagement, bu\ the^ knew lidfio, that 





credit forms a part of capital, 'aii4 in pro¬ 
portion to the solidity or the. fontier, was 
the extent and power of the latter.. It is 
true, a comparison sometin^es produced in 
me a sort of melancboly->4)ot never des¬ 
pair; for consolation was alw&ys at hand, 
i knew that by steadily pursuing theirpre- 
cautious system, Itnoat aftaia the same 
advantages. And I have pursued their 
aystdm. And though still young, 1 hare 
experienced the good arising from it. 
Idyxapital, though princely in comparison 
of what it was, is yet very small: but the 
degree of credit I have obtained is* equal 
to my most sanguine expectation. Now 
let us apply these.simple facts; this plain 
statement, to the commerce, the credit and 
the resources of a kingdom. The close 
of the eighteenth century found Great 
Britain (no matter from'wbat causes) rich 
and powerful beyond former times; car¬ 
rying on a trade, both at home and abroad, 
equal to her most powerful energies. Sud¬ 
denly the flame of war bursts, forth be¬ 
tween her and Francl. All the maritime 
smd trading states of Europe, one by one 
as they became inguipbed in this destruc¬ 
tive vortex, lose every idand, every ship, 
and every bale of goods. Their whole 
commerce fell unfierthe guidance of Great 
Britain. Her fleets swept the ocean, and 
protected her merchant vessels to the re¬ 
motest corner of the globe : 

*' The winds and waves were Britain’s wide domain, 
** And not a sail but by permission spread.” 

But her' wealth, vast as it then was,'and 
not yet drained in subsicyzing her allies, 
was not equal to these opportunities. Her 
capital was already in action. Her credit, 
though never doubted, had been but par¬ 
tially tried. How then were these oppor¬ 
tunities, so valuabletin a commercial point 
of view, to be improved ? Simply, though 
certainly, by creating a new capital. And 
Mr. Pitt, in furthering his own extravagant 
views, did. at the same time a most essen¬ 
tial service to the nation. By the restric¬ 
tion of the Bank of England he taught us,*^ 
that we might employ that part of our 
capital,,which till then was necessarily 
detaiiwd at home, in the extension of our 
foreign trade; while theaccommodation.so 
liberally aflbrded by the Bank, in discounts* 
to our'raerebants, together with the relief, 
arising fl-om the bonding system, then 
introduced by the government,doubled our 
enterprises. 

It is not my intention, as it is foreign 
lroa> my subject, to enquire into the evils 
titat may arise from any mismanagement 


aw ralam, by the facility th^s afionled 
of obtaining supplies from the l^tok. The 
consequence necessarily would b€i,itede- 
pression as ,io oUjer countries. And no 
Restriction BUI, nor any other law, how¬ 
ever rigorous, could keep up its tottering 
creditruin would inevitably follow. 
But to return from this digression’ 
sooner were the effects of these changes 
felt, than our harbours were crowded with 
ships, from •all quarters of the world: 
Commerce and the manufactories, in spite 
of the. war, and contrary to all former 
experience, flourished beyond conception. 
But the Decrees of Buonaparte interrupted 
this course of prosperity. Then came the 
dreadful trial! Our whole capital, real 
and borrowed, had beeA bartered for fo¬ 
reign merchandize; and our manufactures, 
which hitherto had found* their way 
throughout the continent, lay heaped up in 
our warehouses: all were suddenly left 
on our hands ! Where then*is the wonder, 
that we should feel distressed ? 1 should 
rather say how wonderful that we with¬ 
stood the shock !! It is true, Our manufac¬ 
turers bitterly complained ; our West 
India merchants called on the ministers 
for support; and our East India Company 
fell embarrassed : but still we have kept 
oil our course, and none, of these dismal 
foreboditig.s, so often and so loudly hliard, 
have yet been t^calized. The great difter- 
enct^ of exchange, arising principally 
from this source, can be no proof of the 
i^pressinii of our currency. The sums 
'advanced to Austria, and the remittances 
for Russian, German, and French produce, 
whilst, from the operation of these Decrees, 
we could create no funds there, by the 
introduction of our cuniinodities, are 
causes quite suflicient to account fur this. 
The delicate state too of public credit in 
France, and the total ruin uf it in most of 
the other states of Europe, at the same 
time that it forbids the renewal of a paper 
currency, must necestarily increase, in a 
m».Ht astonishing degree, the demand for 
gold and silver : of which all their circu¬ 
lating medium must now consist: and this 
demand furnishes a most powerful argu¬ 
ment, amounting even to positive proofs 
that their paper currency, not ours, has 
sufiered a depression. Else why are gold 
i|nd silver not mbre valuable here ? Indeed 
so great and so solid are the advantages, 
arising from our paper, that whether with 
notes or withvguineas, our. want% are sqp- 
plied with the same facility. To talk then 
of the^epreMion of our currency, whilst' 
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thk fact ia adiiiitted« m tudeed extravagant. 
Where, let me aski i^that depreawen, when 
it re^ly does take-place, mostsenaibly felt? 
Be informed by the butchers And bakers 
of France, when the assi^ns^s began 'to 
aoeumulate on their hands, how differently 
they treated that customer, who came with 
a petit«ecH, from him who presented a six- 
livre-assignat, in exchange for the same 
a|^icle ?-^To conclude. Sir ; the differ¬ 

ence of exchange is a perfectly distinct 
’ question, and the very circumstance of 
our having a paper currency at home, 
will at all times, give us the opportunity 
of reducing it £he more easily : because, 
in all case.s, difference of exchange can 
only be affected iiLtwoways : a fund must 
be established, either by merchandize, or 
by money. If by money : then may we, j 
with safety, Aain ourselves ; whicfaif we j 
had not Bank potes, we could not do to i 
the same extent^ and the difference would' 
become still greater. If by merchandize : i 
then have I my proof at hand ; fur since 
the communication has been revived with 
the continent, the exchange has positively 
fallen. And let this communication con¬ 
tinue but for a few months, and I am per¬ 
suaded it will do more to the establishment 
of this point, than all the reasoning, how¬ 
ever ipecious, and however well directed, 
that the most able advocate on cither side 
can advance. 1 am. Sir, * 

Your most obedient, • 

Cfieapside, Dec. 19, 1809. J. V. 

• 

ENGLISH CATflOUC MEETING. 

London, Feb. 1, 1810. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
Meeting of English Roman Catholic No¬ 
blemen, Gentlemen, and Clergy, held 
this day, at the St. Alban’s Tavern, the 
fellowing Resolutions were unanimously 
adopted :—The Right Hon? Lord Stourtoii, 
in the Chair; * 

Resolved, 1. Tliat the Roman Catholics 
of England are subject to seve'ral penal 
and disabling statutes, which have the 
most humiliating aad depressing operation 
upon them, and by which they are redu¬ 
ced tea state of political degradation, high¬ 
ly ihjurious to their country and to them- 
selves.-~2. That arrived, as the United- 
Kingdom is, at the crisis of its fate, -itfka- 
niniity among all clafises of his Majesty’s 
sul^ects, is most essential for the preser¬ 
vation of the Empire, and that nothing 
can produce tluu unanimity, but an’equal 
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immunities, of the British Cimjititutien. 
—S. That the Petition signed by the Ro^ 
man Catholics of England, for the repeal 
of these statqtes, be presented to Parlia¬ 
ment.—4-. That Earl Grey be requested to 
present the same to the House of Lorda, 
and that the Right Hon. William Wind*- 
ham be requested to present the same to 
the House of Commons.—5. ThattjieEng- 
li.sh Roman Catholics, in soliciting the 
attention of Parliament to their Petition, 
are actuated, not more > by a sense of the 
hardships and disabilities under which they 
labour, than by a desire to secure, omthe 
most solid foundation, the peace and har¬ 
mony of the British Empire: and to obtain 
for themselves opportunities of manifesting' 
by the most active exertions, their zeal 
and interest in the common cause in which 
their country is engaged, for the mainte¬ 
nance of its freedom and indepi-ndence ; 
and, that they are firmly persuaded', that 
adequate provision foil the maintenance of 
the civil and religious establishments of 
this kingdom, may be made, consistently 
with the strictest adherence on their part, 
to the tenets and discipline of the Roman 
Catholic Religion.* And that any ar¬ 
rangement founded on thll basis of mutual 
satisfaction and security, and extending to 
them the full enjoyment of the civil con¬ 
stitution of their country, will meet with 
(heir grateful concurrence.—6 That the 
Thagks ot the English Roman Catholics be 
^give to our Secretary, Edward Jerningham, 
Esq. for his udkbated zeal, persevering 
assiduity, and distinguished prudence in 
the management of our cause.—7. That 
the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Right Honourable Lor^} Stourton, for his 
I conduct in the Chair. ^ 

Stourton, Chairman. 


official PAPERS. 

• 

Holland.Brabant. Decree ^ed 

Paris; Palace the Thmlleries, Jan. 20, 

1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the Rhenish League, 
and Mediator of the Helvetic; Confedera¬ 
tion :—^Desirous to provide for the security 
of the northern frontiers of our empire,' 
and to place out of danger our dock-yarda 
and arsenal at Antwerp, we have decreed 
as followsArt. 1. An army shall.be 
formed, to be called the Army of BrabanU 
—2. All the country sitiiate between the 
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Maese, the Schfldt, and the Ocean, shall 
compose the territory of the said army.— 
3. All the French and allied troops, whe¬ 
ther naval or military, within that com¬ 
pass, shall form a part of the Army of 
Brabaitt*—4. The fortresses situate be¬ 
tween the Maese and the Scheldt shall be 
placed in a state’of siegv,—5. The MiJi- 
tarv Commanders and French Authorities 
in Holland, are required to conform to the 
present' orders.—6. The Minister of War 
IS charged with the execution of the pre¬ 
sent Decree. (Signed) Napoleon. 

J^-oclamaiion. — [Army of Brabant.]— 
Inhabitants of Brabant, of the islands of 
Zealand, and of the islands sitdate between 
the Maese and the Scheldt.—His Majesty, 
the Emperor Napoleon, having ordered 
me to take military possession of the 
country situate between the Maese and j 
the Scheldt, I have ordered some steady 
afad disciplined troops to march thither, 
who are instructed to respect your cus¬ 
toms and manners. ^ 1 hope in return they 
will meet with a reception worthy of their 
good conduct, for which I have no hesita¬ 
tion to pledge myself. (Signed) 

The Marshal Duke de Heccio. 

Breda, Jan. 28, Id I'D. 

V _ 

Notes of the French Official Taper, the 
Moniteur, on the Kino of EnolanoU 
Speech at the opening of the Parliament. 

(^Kech.)—“ Ills Majesty commai^ds us 
" to express to you his deep regret, that 
" the exertions of the Efnperor of Austria^ 
" against the ambition and violence of 
• France, have proved unavailing.” 

(Moniteur .)—^What grossness of style ! 
If Austria had been victorious, and her 
armies had arrived at the banks of the 
Rhine,‘^we should have heard England 
boast of having restored the Austrian mo¬ 
narchy, .and re-e.siahlished its power, 
England alone should have done every 
thing. But the enter prize of Austria h^d 
only calamitous results, and the British 
Cabinet now disavows it. It follows the 
constant practice of England ; and soon 
we shall be required to believe, that Eng¬ 
lish fiigates did not come to Trieste (o 
bring subsidies from England ; that the 
Cabinet' of London had no knowledge of 
•the projects of the Court of Vienna; that 
whim it sent an army into Spain to main¬ 
tain the WK in the peninsula, while it ex¬ 
cited the PoFto against France, and Swe- 
dmi against the North, it had no thoiight 
ef Austria. a nation be thus shame¬ 


lessly mocked ? To know the true opinion 
of the English ministry, it will be suffi¬ 
cient to read the Treasury Journals,* and 
the numerous articles in which they ex¬ 
press with \xuUation the hopes they had^ 
conceived, when Austria published her 
Declaration. 

(Speech .)—“ An attack upon the naval 
“ armament and establishments in the 
" Scheldt, aflbrded at once the prospect of 
“ destroyirfg a growing force, which was 
" daily becoming more formidable to the 
“ security of this country.” 

(Moniteur .)—It was not then to suc¬ 
cour Austria that you undertook this ex¬ 
pedition ? 

(Speech .)—These considerations de- 
“ termined his Majes*ty to employ his 
*' forces in an Expedition to the Scheldt.’* 

(Moniteur .)—^Excellent Irigic I if you 
had wished to excite revolt in the north 
of Germany, you should have landed at 
the mouth of the Elbe, and not in the kle 
of Walcheren. But there were no ships 
and arsenals to burn at Hamburgh. Your 
Expeditions are only incencliary Expedi¬ 
tions.—^Wliat success could you expect? It 
did not require much penetration to feel, 
that, at the moment when you attacked 
the - sacred territory, millions of arms, 
which could not he employed to fiyght in 
Germany, were always ready tq be raised 
in defence of their homes, and would rival 
each other in courage and enthusiasm in 
their defence. To attack France was not 
lito prevent the Emperor from disposing of 
his troops to conquer Germany, it was to 
give him a new army of men, whom, once 
enrolled, he might retain undpr his stand¬ 
ards as long as he should judge proper. 
The British Cabinet knows little of France 
and as little of the Emperor; it has not 
yet been able to appreciate actual circum¬ 
stances. If the Emperor had been asked 
what England ought to do to promote his 
interests, he vvould,^no doubt, have ad¬ 
vised her to attack the territory of 
France, certain that the re.sult of this ex¬ 
pedition would be to give him an army 
completely equipped, which, after having 
driven the English into the sea, might 
march to the Weser, to the Rhine, or to 
the Danube. If tife war with Austria bad 
continued, the 100,000 national guards, 
collected in Belgium, after having repulsed 
th* English, would have taken the direc¬ 
tion upon the 6th cWps, and have joined 
the army destined to act agginsft Boheeaia. 
Noting could have l>een more easy than 
to profit by th^ir enthusiasm. A proof of 
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this is, that many of the national guards 
hariijgonce left their homes, and returned 
to the military life, hav-e not been willing 
to quit it, till they had tem/>ted more 
glorious hazards, and hare eiitei;ed .into 
several new regiments, called “ regiments 
*'of National Guards of the Guard,” regi¬ 
ments which will only be composed of 
men taken from the national guards, and 
tv^io will march to Spain. Thg men w'ho 
, conduct the English Cabinet must certainly 
be very ignorant, since they do not know 
the diiterence between the spirit of the 
French Monarchy, and the spirit of the 
French Empire, between the Royal Court, 
and the Imperial Court. The times are 
changed : the whi^c world knows it; the 
English alone remain in blindness. But 
what is most particular is, that thi,s attack, 
by creating to France new military forces, 

, lias procured her new resources of finance. 
The ccwtiwes ^guerre, which had been 
suppressed seycral years since, have been 
re-established voliuitarily, and by a simple 
patriotic decision of the general councils 
of the greater part of the departments 
threatened ; and have sufficed for the ex- 
pences of this army, raised, as it were, b}- 
enchantment, so that nothing will be 
added to the expenditure of the budget. 
The french have reasoned thus: 'I'he 
Emperor suppressed the centimes de gueire, 
when the motives which rtiused them to 
be imposed no longer existed ; the eneftiy 
now -approaches our fioriticrs, it is there¬ 
fore just to pay them as before. These* 
resources, given by patriotism, and the 
good sense of the departments of the 
North, will* be definitively authorised by 
the law relative to thefinances of the year. 

You wished to prevent France from 
sending her troops to the Danube, but 
you know not the resources of the empire. 
Know, that to cause all your Expeditions 
to fail, the Emperor neei^ not employ a 
'single man of his troops of the line. The 
10,000 men of gendarmoie, which form 
the finest cavalry in Europe, and a ca¬ 
valry five times more numerous than any 
you can bring by sea; the departmental 
companies, and th8 national guards, are 
forces more than sulficieiit to fi astrate all 
the operations you can undertake against 
the French territory. , 

(Speech .)—“ His ma|festy confidently* 
" hopes that advantages materially allect- 
** ing the safety of his Majesty’s domi- 
fllons, iit the fbrther prosecution of the 
“war, wriil be found to result froip the 
** oemoJition'of the docks and arsenals of 


/» Flushing. This important object' hi* 
“ majesty was enabled to accoroptish in 
•• consequence of the reduction of the 
“ Island of Walcheren, by the valour ot 
" his fleets and armies.” 

(Moniteur.J —The mischief done by the 
English, in the island of Walcheren, is 
estimated at 2,000,000 francs; but they 
have repaired the fortifications of Flush¬ 
ing, on the land-side, and lefttbeiq in the 
best condition. The expence thereby 
incurred, is estimated, by our engineers, 
at ()Q0,04)0 francs.. They have left behind 
batts, bombs, and pieces of ordnance,, and 
sufiered a g(eat plumber of their ships to 
be taken ; several of them were lad«n 
with clothes; 15,000 coats were found 
on board of one of the said ships. On 
calculating the value of these difRrent 
article.^, and taking eve^y thing'into ae-, 
count, it w’iil he found that our Josses are 
nearly balanced by oyr gains; at least 
the former do not exceed the latter by 
300,000 frapfs. The piines made to biai,w 
up the .vluice of the large basin of Flush¬ 
ing, were constructed willi such a degree 
of ignorance, or precipitance, that they 
did not iffect their purpose; they have 
not dainaged the ground-beams, which 
makes a diticrence of a* million. Had 
they injured the ground-beams, two years* 
labour, ‘and an expense of two millions, 
would have been required, to vender it 
pos.Mble for ships to enter the basin; while 
now„.'l()0,000 franc.s, and six months’ time, 
^wiil be sufficient to put the sluice in a 
serviceable condftion. On hearing this 
speech, should we not be induced to think, 
that the arsenals and dockyards of Flushing 
arc the arsenals and dockyards of Brest 1 
The dockyards, the arsenals, and part 
the Scheldt, are at Antwerp, and not in 
Flushing. Butene dt-gun ship, and one 
frigate, were on the stocks in Flushing. 
The I^glish have taken these ships to 
pieces, but left us the tiliiber. The expe¬ 
dition of' the English has produced one 
favourable result; it has removed all 
manner of doubt on the possibility of ships 
of the line, completely armed, sailing op 
the Scheldt. We have now such an accu¬ 
rate knowledge of that river, that our 
squadron has arrived: Antwerp, com¬ 
pletely armed, and has come there to 
moorings, perfectly safe. The basin of 
Antwerp will be finished in the course of 
this year, and 30 sail of the line can be 
afloat.there, perfectly sheltered froovtlte 
ice. Qur ships will# m future, set sail from 
Antwerp, completely asj«d, and having 
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thek provisions, water, and artillery, oa. 
board. 

The English Ministers insult broth tlie 
Parliament and Europe, by endeavouring 
to make them believe, that, in a war of this 
nature, a mischief done to a basin, not 
exceeding 200,0^ francs, can be of any 
. weight'in the scale. ('The rest of the 
BiHchief done at Flushing, consists, in the 
destruction of the magazines, and is esti¬ 
mated at 1,500,000 francs j but these ma¬ 
gazines were useless, and are not to be 
rebuilt.) God grant that England may, 
at all times, pay as dear for the advantages 
which she may obtain, as s|^e has done 
in Waicberen. 'At the same price wc 
olfer to her similar advantages every 
month, and feel convinceef that she will be 
ruined at the end of the year. Besides, 
we attach so little importance to Flushing, 
it is so little necessary for us, tliat were it 
not with a view of preventing England 
from glorying in mischief, which she has 
done on the Continent, w'c \jrua1d not ex¬ 
pend the 300,000 francs, which are re¬ 
quired to repair the sluice of the basin. 
]^ides, we entertained already the in¬ 
tention of suppressing the dock-yard in 
Flushing, on account of the high price of 
labour, and th^ prevailing diseases; the 
ship which was building there, had merely 
been put on the stocks to employ the tim¬ 
ber found there. We have at Antwerp 
slips for eighteen ships of war, and these 
eighteen snips are actually there on the 
stocks; what occasion can we then pos; 
sibiy have to scatter our”dock-yards ? 

(S^)eech) —" W*hile his Majesty, ihere- 
** fore, laments, that Sweden should have 
** found it necessary to purchase peace by 
" considerable saq^ifices, his Majesty can- 
not cpmplain that she has concluded it 
** without bis Majesty’s participation. It 
w is his Majesty’s earnest wish, tliat no 
" event may occur to otcasion the inter- 
"luption of those relations qf amity, 

* which it is the desire of his Majesty, 

•• add the interest of both countries, to pre- 

w serve." 

fltfoniteur.) —The generosity of His Bri- 
Ceanic Majesty is truly admirable. When 
SwedA has lost all her armies, and the 
most important of her provinces, the only 
one which secured^ her independence, 
witbotit haying obtained the least succours 
from England, when she was overwhelmed 
and crushed, in consequence of the dis¬ 
appearance of Gen. Moore, who, after 
having remained for* several months on 

board Uie tran^rts befots Gottenburgh, 

■ 
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'returned shamefully to England ; when 
she has sacrificed herself for the cause of 
Great Britain, without the latter h'aving 
fired a sbo^ in her defence; in Sne, when 
England, with all her vessels, has not been 
able to prevent the Russians from' taking 
Aland, the enemy threatening to cuter 
Stockholm, and the Swedes being compell¬ 
ed to purchase peace, one should expect, 
that England would declare, in the face 
of the world, from a noble and generous 
policy, that she will never acknowledge 
the (fismemberment of Finland,'' and that 
she will immediately present Sweden with 
Martinico, Cayenne and*Malta, and with 
all the other acquisitions, which she may 
have made during th^war, to indemnify 
Sweden for tiie losses which she has sus¬ 
tained ; for, in a general war, the two com¬ 
bined states make common Cause, and the 
conquests of one must serve to repair the 
losses of the other. But a policy so ex¬ 
alted clashes too much wi^h the narrow 
ideas and egotism of the English Cabinet. 
His Britannic Majesty firinly adheres to 
the principles which induced him to for¬ 
sake the King of Sardinia and the King of 
Naples ; be is accustomed to reckon on 
the ruin ol his allies the moment he signs 
the treaty of alliance with them. Eng¬ 
land declares to Sweden, that she has no 
objection to her having treated without 
her and parteSl with her provinces. This 
pd^sage is no doubt meant for an irony. 
What else do the English prove by it, 
than that .they forsake the unfortunate. 
But has this not already been proved by 
the Kings of Sardinia and Naples > 

Again, you say, tbatSwedon has made . 
peace with your knowledge; it is, then, 
.with your knowledge, that Sweden has 
precipitated from the throne the Monarch, 
who has brought all his misfortunes on 
himself by his attachment to your cause. 
ITie people ai^ the army, who felt indig. 
nant at the blind devotion with which h'e 
preferred your interests to those of his 
country, and, urged into action by the 
imminence of the danger, hurled him 
down from the throne; and they neither 
stood in need of your permission nor your 
consent, to save the remains of their coun¬ 
try. .You, therefore, add deception to 
irony. Nor c^n this passage be consider¬ 
ed with any degree of attention, without 
horror and disgust., Who would conceive 
that it is a king who thus expresses him* * 
seif? To whom do you allude,* whemYou 
speak of the King of Sweden—the late or 

the present ? But was not the latter raised 

1 
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to the throne by the unanimous wish of 
the Nbbles and the people, of the Court 
and the town, as it were, from a hatred of 
your principles and of your 'alliance ? 
And the late Kinj», on the cojitrary, was 
lie not your most laithful friend and your 
firm ally? Has he not sacrificed to you his 
crown, his policy, the blood of his sub¬ 
jects, and the wealth of his people ? Did 
he'nut support you in your infifnious ex¬ 
pedition against Copenhagen, and did he 
not apjTrove all your piracies in the Baltic ? 
Did not your colours sail in con>pany,,arid 
did nut the must intimate and most friendly 
relations exist between his Court and yours ? 

And yet, when this Prince was driven 
from iiis throne by^n act which was ne¬ 
cessary but violent, which w’as useful but 
illegal, which may save Sweden,but which 
has been, and ever will be, a dishonour to 
you in the eyes of all Europe; you ac¬ 
knowledge the nefv King, who has mounted 
the throne of ^onr friend, and who, for 
the first act of his government, has con¬ 
cluded peace \^ith France and Russia, has 
adhered to the continenial sj'stem,' has 
shut his ports against you, and has placed 
himself in a state of war with you ! You 
shew at least a great deal of compl.iisance 
and good nature! Uiiforiunale (lustavus! 
if, ill iTiy banishment, thou reailest this 
speech, what will not be thy astonishment 
and thy grief, not to find in it the slightect 
expression of regret? England, to whom 
thou hast sacrificed thy throne and thy 
family, deigns not even to honour thcc 
with regret: thou hast been abandoned, de¬ 
nied from the moment when thon ceasedst 
to reign. They disown thee, they con¬ 
duct themselves towards thcc, as if they 
iiad never known thee; they w'nuld al¬ 
most have it believed, thou hast 'been 
their enemy! And it is they, who, by 
their fatal friendship, have drawn thee to 
the precipice, that treat thee fhus! History 
will see in this conduct* the true character 
nf English policy; a policy destitute of 
feeling, which has no other spring than 
gold; and dowc not know, that the thirst 
of gold banishes every generous sentiment 
from the human heart ? We Hnd in this 
paragraph, we are bold'to say, a proof, 
that the King of England no longer exists 
as King. A King, who |vould preserve 
the august character of royalty, and, above 
all, a King, t||ho fills the ftirone stained with 
Ithe bipod of/^harlcs 1, would have avoid- 
l«d speaking on such a subject. If circum¬ 
stances prevented him from openly cen- 
aring a revolution wiiicli had dctlirdned 


a King hU aWy, his duty to himself at least 
re<}uired»tbat he should avert his eyea.freaa 
it, and in case policy had led him to ratify^ 
so authentically that extraordinary eveM^ 
his tears should have procured pardon for 
the calculations dictated by policy! 

(Speei-h)—" The expal^ion of the French 
“ fi’om Portugal, by His Majesty’s forg^g 

under Lieutenant General Lord Viscount 
“ Wellington, and the glorioas victory 
“ obtained by him at Talavera, contributi^l 
“ to check progress of the French arms 

in the Peninsula, during the late cam- 
" paigii.” 

(Mimiteur.^—’th\a is excellent! It was 
not the war declared by Austria which 
retarded the coiicfuest of Portugal; it was 
the battle of Taiarera which arrested the 
pi ogress of the Freiii-h army; whereas 
our troops were long stationary, and the 
result of this battle was to lead them seve¬ 
ral marches forwarder than the position 
which they had orders to occupy. 

(Speech )—‘^Ilis Majesty relies on the 
“ aid of his Parliament, in his anxious en-. 
'* deavours to frustrate the attempts of 
" France against the independence bf 
" Spain and PortugSil, and against the 
“ happiness and freedom ef those loyal 
“ and resolute nations.” 

('itfbnifear.j—There is in this para^ 
graph much bad faith. At the very 
moment when the King spoke thus from 
his throne, his Iroojis were abandoning 
^adajo'z, and the left bank of the Tugus, to 
tlfrow themselvis Ihi Lisbon, leaving un¬ 
covered the Sierra Morena, and all Anda¬ 
lusia. If you had wished not to have to 
regret that Swetlen should find it necessary 
to [nirchase peace by considerable sacri¬ 
fices, you should have laifded 40,000 men 
in Finland. If you had wished to sficcour 
Austria, you should have sent 40,000 men 
to Trieste or to Hamburgh. And if, when 
ou knew that the battle. t>f Ratisbon had 
xejl the ftfte of Austria, youdiad wished 
to .succour the Spaniards, your army 'at 
Walchcren should have been on the field 
of battle at Talavera. But the fame of 
the success and glory of France excites in 
your hearts a rage so violent; a shock so 
tuDiulluous of all the feelings^of hatred 
and fury, that they rise, as it were, in 
clouds of smoke, which obscure your sight. 
You no longer think of what may be use¬ 
ful to yon, but only of what may satisfy 
your rage. You must have murders and 
conflagraimns. TIius^ it rvas that when, at 
Tilsit, peace came for th^ifionsolation ©f 
Europe, and caused 11 ‘anquillity to liacca^ 
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to caramge, you shuddered at beholding 
the prosperity of the Continent, like the 
devils in Milton, on beholding the happi¬ 
ness of the first' pair: and, to dissipate 
yonr wmbrt spleen, you have procured 
yourself the horrid spectacle of the burn¬ 
ing of Copenhagen. You have just seen 
tvtp great nations concur to terminate the 
war, and presently, to console yourself for 
the cenation of these calamities, you recur 
Utnew scenes of destruction and of massa¬ 
cre i Since such is yonr instinct, follow it; 
but spare your irony to the wretches whom 
you ruin. Now that the two Castiles, La 
Mancha, Arragon, Navarre? Biscay, the 
kingdom of Leon, the province of Sala¬ 
manca, Catalonia, tbree-tburths of Valen¬ 
cia, &c. are in our power, you would 
collect the Cortes. You talk of political 
assemblies to men who have no other 
spring of action, no other energy, than 
fitiiaticism and superstition. Where are 
these Cortes to meet, unless on board your 
fleets? But you believe ndt a word of 
what you teii us, and London believes it 
still less. There are too many English in 
Spain for you to deceive your nation on 
the true state of afikirs in tliat country. 
Your object i» solely to excite the Spani¬ 
ards to combat the French, while you are 
flying to your ships. Continental wars 
secure you the empire of the seas. You 
behold the French and the Spaniards de¬ 
stroying each other. " They are ene¬ 
mies,” you say, “ that are fighting:* Shal^ 
we be so senseless net to irritate their 
quarrels, or not to furnish them with arms? 
Do not the Spaniards pay for our fatal 
presents in a manner most valuable to us ? 
They pay for them with their own blooti.” 
This passage coiftpletes the developcmcnt 
of you!' conduct, and furnishes every think¬ 
ing man with a new subject of malediction 
against you. 

\ye remark itrthe same paragraph ano¬ 
ther prostitution of the sovereign povier. 
—It speaks of Ferdinand VII. as if*thc 
Charles IV. did no longer exist, or as 
if the son could be possessed of any right, 
«Iurfng the father’s life. What would 
Gec^ UL say, were the Prince of Wales, 
with this speech in his hand, to ascend Iho 
Throne; and il, at the bead of the guards 
at Windsor, and of the people of London, 
be confined his blind and aged father in 
the Tower? We cannot deny that Europe 
woeld beauUiorized to say, in such a case, 
" You have well d^servw this.”—What 
doctrine for ^J^ing who has a stm 40 years 
old!, What error! Wb^t immoratity! 


Thus, because the consequence of a 
revolution of valets and of guards hasd)eeii, 
that a king, spotless on the throne, has 
been precipitated from it by his son, you 
acknowledge Ferdinand VII! This word 
alone, sufficiently explains your intrigues 
in the affairs of Spain. You acknowledge 
Ferdinand, because you have seduced those 
around him, and that you have made use 
of the Dake Del’ Infantado to drag hem 
into plots against his father and his mother,, 
under the pretext of attacking the Prince 
of Peace. The plan settled by your par- 
tizans was, that iinmediaiely King Charles 
was dethroned, the places should have been 
provided with ammunition, and strength¬ 
ened ; troops marches! towards the Py¬ 
renees have changed afterwards the system, 
and concluded the peace ^with England. 
You knew sufficiently the character of the 
Emperor of the French, to be convinced 
that he would nut agree/ and that France 
would attack Spain; and ynii thought that 
the latter would be compelled to throw 
lierself into your arms, and become your 
skive! Behold the knot and the secret of 
the affairs of Spain!—Your partizanshave 
openly displayed their plots. Your dread¬ 
ful intrigues had succeeded in arming the 
son against the father. King Charles, per¬ 
ceiving his life threatened, called -for the 
support of fjis ally, and the assistance of 
lljs army ; and he is cornu with the Queen, 
to seek, in the bosom of the French army, 
a shelter from the fury of the mob. 

Were it possible even to think that a son 
was capable of possessing any right to the 
throne during the life of his father, has not 
Ferdinand renounced all his*rights? And' 
has not his renunciation been unconstrained 
and voluntary ? This Speech will ever re- 
tnain famous, as a monument of inconsist- 
eiK-}', and of that corruption of political 
morals whicli foretels the dissolution of 
governments,*and the downfall of thrones. 

Ihe King of Sweden, the most faithful 
ally of England, is overthrown—instead of 
supporting him, of extending to him the 
hand of assistance, or, at least, of averting 
the eye from so aifiiqting a spectacle, the^ 
acknowledge .and they approve, in thi* 
speech, every thing that has taken place 
in . Sweden. They afterwards acknow¬ 
ledge, during tl^c father’s life, the rights of 
the son, who-has never yet reigned. 

One of the priRcipal traityn the Eng¬ 
lish character is this facility of pjgying 
wirh that, than which nothing more sacred 
exists! Gustavus IV. is dethroned, and im¬ 
mediately he is denied and disowned; 
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You say with Peter—** 1 know not the- The Ring asked to come and meet him 
man ewhom ye speak of.” . Charles IV« is there, and thither did his son repair also ; * 
deposed, and vou acknowledged a right in they both proposed to take the l^peror 
the mob to settle the throne. In a word, for their judge and arbitrator ; ail the 
you call a legitimate government, and world knows well that King Charles and 
treat as such, a factious set, who style Ferdinand came to Bayonne spontaneous- 
themselves Junta, and who speak in the ly, and that no.power*of the Emperor 
name of Ferdinand the VII. who disowns could have caused them to have coqaa 
them, and who abhors wretches, whose otherwise—Ferdinand was still at Viu 
only wish is to ruin their country for the toria, and in the centre of his artisans, 

• advantage of England, whilst the authority and of his troops, when the Emperpr 
of the name of Ferdinand was used only wrote, to. invite him, the letter annexed, 

by vTigabonds. No. -. The Emperor proposed tw 

We have ilisdsMned to be explicit; but King Charles, to re-establish him on hif 
since this name is uttered from the summit throne ; bu(fthe*King, overwhelmed with 
of the Throne of England, it will perhaps intirmities, his mind alarmed at the dan- 
be not deemed unt%asonai)le to place be- gers which he hsRl just experienced, and 
fore the public, all the documents con- viewing with horror the conduct of his 
cerning this cause. son, and the excesses committed by an 

When the partizans of England had ex- ungovernable populace, preferred toenjpy 
cited the commotions at Aranjuez, when peaceable days in retirement, and ceded 
King Charles, with a pistol at his breast, all his rights to the Emperor Napoleon, 
had been compelled to abamloh his throne Ail those who were then at Bayonne, and 
in favour of his son, the King and the who have beefl witness *to the august anger 
Queen applied to the General, who com- of the aged King, every time that his son 
manded the French army, placed them- has presented himself before him, will 
selves under his protection, and demanded carry to posterity the impression which it 
the assistance of his ally.—[Hei.e the Mo- has made to their minds; the arbitratory 
uiteur has the following note:— sentence could not have been mistaken; 

** In the justificatory pieces printed at it was a subject on which any one was ca- 
** the &nd of these observations, will be pable of deciding. A son armed against 
** found, the letter in which Jhe King of hie father ! It was the cause of all Kings: 
" Spain announced, the ] Sth of Maryh a son, surrounded by the partisans ofEng- 
*'1808, to the emperor, that he bad ac- land, and wresting the Crown from his 
** ce|>ted tiie resignation of the Piince of ,father^ because he had been the faithful 
"Peace. On the 20th, he wrote to the &lly of France. lt»was, besides, the cause 
“ Emperor, that he had abdicated in ta- of France ! The Emperor informed the 
" votir of his son, and the Emperor disco- Prince of Austurias, that he was no longer 
** vered by this letter, (so diilcrent from to reign over Spain ; that the King had 
*' tjie preceding,) that the King had not ceded to him his rights ; and that he wish- 
" acted voluntarily. These two letters ed to exercise his otvn lights ; neverthe- 
** will be found at No. 1, and 2; and, at No. less, a proposal was made to him id return 
** 3, will be evidently seen, tliat King to Spain, and promised a safe convoy, 
** Charles availed himself of the first op- svhen the Emperor declared, that he would 
*' portunitv to protest agaimt his abdica- wage war against him, with all the forces 
** tion. The ietter.s*of the King, the of jran(;e,*to deliver Spain from the iiiflu- 
"Queen, and the ancient Queen of Etruria, ence of the English. 

" at the following numbers, prove how (Nole.J —** A letter from Prince F4rdi- 
" much the King was terrified at the vio- ** hand, written during his stay at Bay- 
*' lence of tiic seditious, and manifest the ** onne, (and printed below) evinces wfaal 
** reseutinent he entertained against his " would his disposition have been tmvards 
"son.”] • ' "France, had he ascended the Spanish 

Ferdinand entered Madrid. The Em- ** throne.”] * 
peror, in order to be neaijpr\o the theatre . Ferdinand, in whom the reproaches of 
of these great events, came to Bayonne. his father had caused remorse, who vvaa 
Cl^otiitcur — Note.) —•" The Emperor re- dismayed at what he had seen in Spain, 
•* cejyed, oij the rpad, the letter of Prince and who felt that nature had 'formed him 
** I^rdiiiand, printed afterwards at No. to sit upon a tranquii throne, not to main- 
** ^t'd which was forwarded to hiln at tain his power in the of dteadful 

** lours, by the Chamberlain, Ferdinand storms, would not* re-enter Spain without 
•" Nunc*.”} 




B jpMfmflc ^om Frsnct tfant the Fre 4 ch 
bcaues sheahi' he .withdrasm, or .placed 
under hhi McbMk It waa the duty of the 
Emperor^ n^e trar for .the mamte* 
MUice of tfaie righta of his crown, and 
those whidk had been ceded to him by 
Charles IV. and to destrqy the projects of 
ihe^partisans of England. Ferdinand pre- 
ferrM securing to himself a peaceful life ; 
he adhered to his father's step, auJ re¬ 
nounced all his rights to the throne. The 
letters of Prince Ferdinand, annexed here¬ 
to, prove all these assertions, and it were 
vahi to search for a single letter of his con¬ 
taining an assertion to tbd contrary. 

[iVore.—His letters to the .Emperor, 
*• since he has resided at Valency, are also 
added.—Such letters retjuire no coiu- 
" ment.”] 

We know, further, that the Emperor 
nade kndwn to the Ambassadors of seve¬ 
ral Powers of Europe, that if Ferdinand 
wished to return to Spain, he Wcis free to 
do so ; and that he%hould bti escorted by 
French troops to whatever part he siinuld 
choose: but that France would immedi¬ 
ately niaice war upon him, and would 
never suffer him to reign. But Ferdinand 
despises the brigands who use his nune to 
desolate^Spain ; and it might even be 
proved, by letters from Saragossa ahd 
Seville, which the seditions endeavourad 
to convey to Ferdinand, but which were 
intercepted, that he has never ha.d any 
correspomleni.-e with Spain, and has nei¬ 
ther authorised nor approved any of th0 

E retended governments there, which a!)use 
is name I 

King Charles has ceded to the Emperor 
all bis rights to the throne ; the Spanish 
Princes have al:^ ceded to him tiieirs. 
(See tht treaties printed herewith}. Iving 
Joseph then is alone the King of Spain. 
All the ediirts which the English have 
hitherto made to prevent his power from 
being recognized by all Spain, have prov¬ 
ed abortive, and impotent. All n e desire 
is, that, as 'the speech from the throne 
saijts, England may continue a contest 
WMfa France single-handed, and that she 
iday '#Briou8ly engage her men and money 
on-the Continent. But we are convinced, 
these protattations arc merely n snare for 
the uoibetunate Spaniards, and that the 
English bay a determiiwd to abandon them. 




To fight, they muM hafve.«tfy luc^sea 
and an immediate object. < 

JUm Majesty has rccerredr 
the strongest assurances from the Atm^ 
" rican Minister resident at this Court thfi- 
" the United States are desirous of main- 
“ taining friendly relations between tha 
“ two countries. This desire will be met 
" by a corresponding disposition on the 
" part of His Majesty.” ° 

(J^lanUmr .)—^We scarcely know which 
to admire most, the pusillanimity of Eng¬ 
land towards Sweden, her irony towards 
Sf>>ain, or her conduct towards the United 
Stales. The latter have just rejected your 
Jackson-~Jackson, who ever bears written 
in his face the name of Copenhagen, anil 
who is so stigmatized, that every relation 
with him can only producie dislioiiour! 
They have laid an embargo on your ves¬ 
sels; they have been deaf to your in¬ 
trigues, and you are become humble, pliant 
and mild ! You consider yoilVselves happy 
that the United States have not deter¬ 
mined to make war upon you. Whence 
this language? men ask one another with 
astonishment. It shews a pusillanimity 
highly wdrthy of the rest of the speech. 
There is nothing to gain by war with 
America, and with you every thing is 
done for gold. Men only figlit foF gain, 
and it is only, for gold you shed your blood. 
Thinking men see, on the banners of your 
troops, in lieu of the leopards of your ar- 
, mories, those symbols of nobility and of 
chivalry, bales of sugar, of tea, and of 
coffee. It is for these you 6ght. Your 
commerce would reap no profit from war 
with the United Slates, and from that 
moment you are deaf to every insult. 

(Speech .)—“He commands us to ex- 
'* press liovv deeply he regrets the pressure 
“ u|)on his subjects, which the protracted 
continuance of the war renders ine- 
“ vitable.” • 

{Mmiitcur.) —Fradcc makes war without 
increasing her taxes; they have been con-' 
siderahiy diminished, and they are dimi¬ 
nishing every day; but yours are increas¬ 
ing in a dreailful progression. Be consist¬ 
ent: if you arctooliged every year to have 
recourse to enormous loans to pay roar 
deficit, bow can you support a perpetual 
. war. * , 

(To he continued.) 
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Thera a wiwehr# tfaee, wl^ ie, at present, held Iqr the Ea«i, of BPcitJMcnAinaistt f re'll 

Hobart), which place » worth £. 11,094, or, in words, eltvM Ikouteml md Hiietji-Jimr a _ 

The reversion of tbii enormous salary, that is to say, the possession of it ^(er lh» prwnt 
death, has been obtained and sacnr^ by'Loan HasdwickI, not only fcr himself during his life but ' 
.heyond that, /«r the Imu (if hie ttfjt rotw; and, this Lord Haidwieke is, as the reader will veccdlnst a 
brother of Ms. CHASi..Br YosaB. ' 

Ma. Chasles Yobkb, of whom ttia public has, mthin the last twdva months, beard so numb ;• that 
Mr.'Charles Yorke, who, upon Mr. Wardla’s 0 |wnii« of the ^harges aggiasf our late Chieftain, sriemoly 
declared his belief that there was a Jacobinical Conspiracy on loot against the illnstrions House of Bruns¬ 
wick ; that Mr. ^Charles Yorke, who, from the moment the Walcheren Inquiry began, moved the 
Bunding Order tar shutting the Ddute Reporters out of the Gallerjb; that Mr. Charles Yorke, who 
when a motion was made for Inquiry, which motion was <^p&ed by the minlister, daclaind that he 
thought it hh duty to stand by the minisUr, because the minister bad resolv^-to by the king* 
aye, that very Mr. Charles Yorke, bas, within this week, received through the hands of that same 
biinister, a grant, for life, of a sinecure place, (or place where nothing is to be done) called a Tellet^bip 
of the Exchequer, worth .£'.a,7<)0 a year; that is to say, be has thus secured, for his whole lifetime, 
two thtusandneven handled pounds a pear to be pud to Um out of the taxes, raised upon the people of 
England. 
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SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

Mb. Yorke. ——-My motto speaks no 
plainly, and says so nearly all that is ne¬ 
cessary to be said about this man and his 
sinecure, that 1 can hardly bring myself to 
say anotherHvord upon the subject, though 
1 shall certainly, I think, repeat the motto 
eigt|t or nine times a year as long as 1 

have the means of repeating it at all.- 

On the 20th of last month some notice 
was taken of this sinecure, in the Houre of 
Commons. In debating about the pension j 
of two thousand a year for Baron Dourt^ 
** Sir John Newpcmit said that in conse- 
" quenre of the late melancholy fate of a 
much respected and justly-valued friend, 
" an occasion had presented itself to mi- 
<' nisters amply to remunerate the lervkea. tf 
** Lord Welmgtan, without making any ad- 
dilion to the public burthensf Hear! hear!). 
No sooner, however, had the lamented 
•• fate of his regretted friend (Mr. Eden) 

» been ascertained, than the Tellership of 
f'the Exchequer was conferred upon a 
St person, of whose services Ministers 
t‘ might have ha(i such an opinion as to 
think that if he fought no battles 
tt abroad, he had at kait fought some at 
fs home. He thou^t that the Bill should 
" not be now pressed^ ir U was only in 
** common respect to the Petition^ of so 
•s respectable a body as tke Corporation 
" of the City of Lonjloif—a Petition that' 
s* pot the question injthe clearest and sim- 
"plest point of view. He admitted the 
” of Lof’d Wellington, but though 

f' this a question not involving merely the 
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" consideration of his merits. He re- 
" greeted tipit the unquestioned and on- 
" questionable merits of a lamented officer 
•* had not been more attended to. He 
thought that the glorious services of the 
" immortal Hero of Corunna had not yet 
" been answered bjr the public gratitude 
" as they ought to have Ween.**——! can¬ 
not let this go, without expressing my 
dissent to all of it, except that passage, 
which contains a disapproval of giving 
the sinecure to Mr. Yorke. In that re¬ 
spect I perfectly agree with Sir John 
Newport; but, in no other part of hie 
[speech. I wouldb not have given Baron 
I l^uro and Viscount Talavcra a sixpence 
a year; and, of course, 1 would not have 

f iven him 2,7001. under the name of a 
'ellerof the Exchequer. It is my opi¬ 
nion, for reasons repeatedly given, tha« 
he deserves no money at all out ofoir 
taxes; nay, no more than Mr. Yorae 
does; and, why, if thatbe the case, should 
he have any of it ? I agree with the Citi¬ 
zens of Lendon; that the grant of a pen¬ 
sion to him at all is a waste, a pure wstste, 
ofthe public money; and, so thinking^ 1, 
of course, should have objected to the giv¬ 
ing of the sinecure to him,' for, in both 
cases, the money comes out of the public 
purse.——Nor do I concur hi Sir* John 
Newport's opinion relative te Sir John 
Moore’s caibpaign. I know of no " gfo* 
rious services’’ that Sir John Moore ever 
performed; and 1 do think, that it us a ^ 
monstrous exaggeration to call him an 
•s immortaHsen^^ He was penned up .at 
Corunna, and fought for his life and li- 
h ^ - 








till} pouncAt msisrm.--'ArngfjmiMe8. im 


It..^ not % )bat0«. $if luschoice.. 
cM hi tlughtt leo fanve escaped 
withMt fight^ingf^ if. he conld., TBat he 
^ma.oUmeiea iialUitr all, c^uiteclear to 
me, nor,^ ,I biiittVe, to any unprejudiced 
mmo^ 11^ If acquit him of blame, let 

us not trumpet hiip forth as meriting the 
prtdse. —>-l have observed, in 
fteyeuM of the speeches of members on the 
tame side with Sir John Newport, endea- 
Yours, as they appear to me, to prepare the 
itray for sontepowios, or grant ^ some sort, 

"loore^ And, 


for V)hat, I should be glad to know? 
Never, until these days^ was ^ch a pr^ 
position, in such h case, made or thought 
of. It really would seem, that the two 
sides of the House are lilib the man and 
his wife in the fable, who, purely for the 
sake of mortifying one another, gave 
away the whole of their dinner to a set of 
hetgigars, there being, however, this dis> 
linctive circumstance' to notice; namely; 
that the man and wi^ gave away what be* 
longed to themselves .—side most 
have its heroes. To hear the debates and 


the thanks and the messages, one would 
really be tempted to suppose, that our 
armies had just returtacd from the con¬ 
quest of the-world ; and, surely, no human 
Ming would imagine that,- while all this 
high-flown language is in use, we are 
aeqpusly considering, haw we shall be 
hble to defend even our own fire-sides 
against the attacks of an enemy whom 

enr forefathers held in contempt^:- 

Mr. Henbv Martin saU upon the same< 
occasion, ** that the very important and 
" Dressing observation made by the Eight 
" Hon. Baronet, on the filling up the va- 
•" cancy of the Tellersbip of the Exebe- 
*'quef, had not been thought wt»t/iy, gf 
y some r^ily from any of his Majesty’s Mi-- 
** nisters. He felt satisfied, that if Mi- 
** mgters had advised his Majesty to confer 
** that place upon^ Lord Wellington, there 
WO* noi a man tn that House vihe would 
** have questioned thepr^mrny qfthe appoim* 
V With-respect the Gentleman 

npon whom that appointment had fallen, 
"he.believed that his sefvices in behalf 
the pubKc wen pet to be made known.** 
in saying,, that there was not a 
tmmiio Ae fiause, who would have ques¬ 
tioned the^rupriety for giving 2,700^. a 
year, tegAm, to Visecont Talavera’ de la 
Ecyna, ! haye -Tiiet th€-smallest doubt, that 
Mn Martttawu: mistaken ; and, indeed, 
I iraow he waa.—-r—It is very true, that 
"4he eorvicai'of Mb m behalf of 


f'thqpuldto, oxt he ma^ knesamf*' 
but, wMt aervioest'm behalf cf the pahlw, 
had, Mr, Yorkers predecessor ever per¬ 
formed } " Reply !” What difficulty will 
the minister have in making a reply to 
any i^Mervatiohs, ra^k upon the beitow- 
ing of this fiit place ? Wl»t repW is ne¬ 
cessary to any one, who is for keeping 
op the,sinecure system ? Mr. Perceval 
has more t]}an sufficient materials for a 
reply, at any time when he has a mind 
to make it. To those, indeed, who hold, 
that this dreadful system of sinecures 
ought to be abolished : to such persons 
he would find it difficult* to answer, ex¬ 
cept in scmie form of legal or parlia¬ 
mentary proceeding; |>ut, to those who 
are for maintaining the system of sine¬ 
cures, he has only to tell them, that they 
have done the like, and would, if they 
could, do the like again; for the truth of 
which assertion, the whole nation would 
give him credit. 

Army Estimates, — Mr. Warilez—Mr. 
Hudeisson,—Foreign Troops and Lord Ma¬ 
hon.- -The reader will not have forgot¬ 

ten, that, at the .close of the last session of 
parliament, Mr. Wardle, being thereunto 
urged by Messrs. Tiernev and Huskisson, 
brought forward a detail of the saviaa, 
which, he asserted, might be made. The 
general answer to his statement wa^, that 
it was easy enpugh to save money by dis* 
banding soldiers vaA putting down eslabliA- 
ments, and taking awe^ pensions and places; 
^but that none of these ought to take place, 
and, of course, that the plan of savings 
was all moonshine. Mr. Huskisson was the 
official answerer, and though 1 have not his 
speech now before me, 1 am alniost certain, 
that (albeit not of the liveliest turn) he 
did actually attempt to crack something 
like jokes at the idea of saving money in 
war time by the reducing qf miUtary cons. 
He attempted to turn this into ridicule; 
and, indeed, there was no part of Mr. 
Wardle’s statement;‘-none of his proposi¬ 
tions; none of his sentiments, fu which 
he did not express bis disapprobation ; 
but the main burden of bis ridicule was, 
the proposition of Mr. Wardle to reduce 
part, of OUT force durir^ tear.——Well, 
t what has happhnejl now f , Why, the iSe- 
creta^ at War has come forward tvith 
an ^iroate, iQ'wluch some, at- least, of 
'Mr. Wardle’s propositions ■ have been 
adopted. Mr. Wardle proposed to re- 
.dace the MousAol^ treeps, the dragoon 
guards, taid dragoons, so as to prndu^ a. 
saving of 41.3,000/. a year. He alto 
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* Moled that die ffi^gfo" IMt ought to be 
nduced. He meotioned the itfanx Hen- 
caUee. But. 1 nuut not leave this matter 
16 be ioAted abouu I must insert his 
Mm of proposed savings, from his speech, 
ms it was afterwards correctly printed. 
That list was as follows : 

RECAPITULATION OP SAVINGS ON 
Houirhold troopi, two regioients ^.’l'3,317 0 0 


•Dragoon guards, dragoons, and • 

fight di^ . 340,000 0 0 

PoreigB corps. 1,005,017 0 0 

Subudy annually paid Count Meu> 

Ton for continuing his regiment 

in his Majesty*! senrice. 3,000 0 0 

Mtlitm of the United Kingdom... 300,000 0 0 
Staff of fifteen small Militia corps 

reduced . 10,000 0 0 

Local Mihtia.•. 700,000 0 ^0 

Volunteers ofthe United Kingdom 1,000,000 0 0 

Royal Waggon Train. 48,973 0'0 

Manx Fendbfts. 24,184 0 0 

Staff of the Anny. 200,000 0 0 

Reoruiting Staff, Levies and Boun¬ 
ties . 200,000 0 0 

Army Agency,. 51,075 0 0 

War OflSce. 24.000 0 0 

i^y Office . 2*,000 0 0 

Contract horses. 299,063 0 0 

Fortifications iind lepain at home 500,000 0 0 

Medical dcpnitment and annual 

losv of men. 200,000 0 0 

Commissariat. 500,000 0 0 

Barracks. \ . 3)0,000 0 0 

Army clothme . 270,000 0 0 

On the collection of tlie revenue 

in Great Britain. 1,071,970 0 0 

On ditto ditto in Ireland 783,367 0 0 

Commissioners and Auditors of 

Public Accounts. 70,000 0 0 

Bank, the sum charged fur the 
Management of the National • 

Debt . 210,591 0 O' 

Pensions and Offices executed by 

deputy . 200,000 0 0 

Bounties...?. 150,000 0 0 

Colonics. 500,000 0 0 

Catholic Emancipation . 2,000,000 0 0 


i:. 10,693,563 0 0 

Expenditure of the navy for the 
year ending Jan. 7, 1809, 

17,467,8921, one third if which 
it..•. 5,822,630 13 4 

Total Savings. ^.16,516,193 13 4 

Now, reader, it ia hardly necessary to 
ranind you how *Mr. Wardle was abused 
for this; what a noise the partizans of the 
ministers made^abofit the anmerof Mr. 
Hoskisson, who, not only^ denied that any 
much saf ings could be made, but who ridi¬ 
culed, or attempted to ridicule, the idea qf 
eaemg tnenty redUtkig the military/one tn 
Mme qf mar. The iblTowing extract from 
tha speech of Jsoid Pahnerstoot now iacre- 


twy M War, on the flfith of Pfbrmtfy, 
will ^w, not that any nraf epviM is 
^outto tftke place (against any td* 
which the ^ reader will do well to gMKl 
himself) but, that enough is to be done to 
convince us that Mr. Wi^le’s proposi¬ 
tions were not ridiadaipt and that his and 
our adversaries think it good policy to do 
eomethv^, with a view of " slopping his 
mouth'’ a little. ——There wait he said, 
*• a reduction ih consequence of the aboU- 
** tion of the agency of cavalry men. •The 
** next article was that of the Cavalry. 
" Here there was a reduction caused by 
the dismounting of twenty men in eacn 
** troop. * Under the ‘head of Household 
" Troops there was a decrease in numbers 
" of 720 men,* and in expence of 41,249/. 
** Under the head of Dragoon and Dragoon 
" Guards, there wa4 a decrease in numbera 
" of 480 men, and in expenuc of 202,230/. 
'' This great savine was owing to an ar- 
“ raogement by wliich Troop Quarter- 
“ masters were discontinued, and Serjeant- 
** majors sfibstituteef in their place. Un- 
*' der the head of the unnumbered corps, 
" there was a decrease in numbers of 
1,237 men, and an expence of 49,721/. 
•• Under the bead* of Garrison BatUdforu, 
" there was a reduction/if two Battalions, 
"and a saving of 39,317/. Under the 
" head of the Royal Waggon Train, which 
" consisted originally of 12 troops, it 
" would be found that five of those twelve 
" had been discontinued; for, however 
" useful in foreign service, the establisb- 
" ment was thgught to be unnecessarily 
" large while remaining at home; under 
" this head, of the Royal Waggon Train, 
" there would be found to be a saving of 
" 23,433/. The next head was that at the 
" Barrack Artificers 04 GAraUar, but that 
" was not in this year's itenip. Under 
" the head of Manx Fmdhks, there was a 
" reduction of 347 men. . Under these 
" two last heads would be found a saving 
" in thp one of 13,8^4'. and in the other 

of 4,473/."-^The reader wil^take care 

not to suppose, thatkny saving will,* upon 
the whole, tt^e place; for, there is an 
increase in the German Amgf te a very 
considerable amount, which army goe$ on 
, regularly and quietly increasing every 
year and all the year long^ The spring 
from which it is red, appears to be pec^ 
nial. But, far moire particalars about wig 
army, 1 must refer the readee to 
Wardle's Speech, a short repert of wWch 
(copied from the Statesman) sriU ho JBsditd 
bdow.—«-This itatement of {etoA Pal-* 
L 2 • • 
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menton is« howem, notibiag, compared •• bit the tUuatum qf ite'ceuniiy, in order 
toJIfr. Mutkimm^tncImtUiik, which is the 'Uhat edeqiMte proTisi<m might be ^ 
moat enriotia thing that has happened for ** aoaabiy made to meet the dangera which 
a long time. It wotdd aeCm* that a new menimed it. Ihe first objects to which 
sort of langoagCy an ^entirely new tOM, is *' he wished to direct ^ the attention of the 
now to' be adopted, in speaking of the " Committee, with a siew to saving, were <Ae 
pebiib resdnrees and expenditure., It « ^trmy md Niay. In both these depa^ 
wnoid seem, that it is no longer thought " menta, he conceived that a eomtideriuk 
pmi^V to laugh in our faces, when we ** retratchmgnt might he made. Almott tv^ 
cry ottt against wding to the weight of our " head qf exj/pKC appeared to Atm eroets^. 

altvady intolerable burdens.-Now let " We had a much larger naval force now, 

ns bear Mr. Huskisson. As cimtaining hif '* than when the enemy had a naval power 
opinions, the speech is nothing. Straws " to encounter, and our army was larger 
are of litlle consequence in t^msrlves; " than any immediate probable necessity 
but, they serve to ahew whicl^ way the " called for—^larger considerably than at 

wii^ or the cnrrhnt is setcing.-^You "the time when invasion was very geoe- 

wiil hardly beliCve your eyes, reader; " rally expected. A reduction in the 
but. it is Mr. Hnskisson^a 'speech that is " armv was the more sare in his mind, as 
now before yon.——"Mr.H oskissow felt " we had so numerous a body of Local 
*' disappointed aA the Estimates now sub* " Militia ; and he particulany recom- 
" mitted to the House, every item of " mended a diminution qf the Cavalry, the 
** which ought to have been fixed with re- *' Staff, and the Waggon Train. Among 
gard to the strictest economy. A consi- " many otherobjectionable establishments, 
" aerabtt dmimuion iff our expenditure was " the hon. gentleman referred to the Manx 
*• essential, or rather was indilpensibie to " Corps and the Newfoundland Fencibi^ 
" tke^sefetyrf thecomtry. This could only " both of which he conceived to be quite 
" be efiected by revision and retrench- " unnecessary. The great fault in our ex- 
•' ment. In order to shew the necessity pcndiiure appeared to him to proceed 
** which called for economy, the hon. " fiora the want of a sufficient power of 
" Member stated the growth of our reve- "superintendance over the several de- 
" nue—the net proceeds of its produce " partraents. Blame be meant not to at- 
*<was, in I7il2, only ten millions; by " tribute to any individual, and least of all 
" the year 1702, notwitintanding Uie ut-« “ to his right ^on. friend at the head of 
" most industry of Mr. Pitt to promote re- '' the Treasury. He was certain that if 
" trenchment, it rose to 16 millions; and, " his right hon. friend saw a fault, no man 
"in the year 1609, it amounted to* 60 "would be more ready to correct it. 

" milliona. Thus, in Uie course of 27 But there vm a radical fault in the general 
" 3 fenrs, onr revenue had advanced no less " arrangement qf expenditure, which often 
** tfaan «x-fb1d. With this statement be- rendered it difficult, if not impossible, 
" fore the Committee, he was sure, that " to discover those evils which Could only 
** every Gentleman must be satisfied of " be corrected by the establishment of the 
** tbe propriety ofe devising every possAle " coBtronlipg power he alluded to. Re 
" means tq remice our expenditure. It was ** might be asked, why he did not propose 
" obvious;, that there must be a litaU to " these retrenchments eailier ? but to that 
** and the policy of considering " be could answer, that he had frequently 

" this sdl^t in ^ue time was forcibly " pointed out th^ aame topics for the con- 
"amgcAd by the system of the.enemy, "sideratioh of these with whom he had 
" whose boMility was principally aimed " the honour to act while in office. Ip- 
" at 6ar finances. The objects and cfaa- " deed, he had never ceased to press those 
^ meter af oqr enemy, indeed, rendering " points npon the attention of those who 
" tha rastoration of peace so problemati- bad the power to effect the end he bad ' 
** aal, i ft peculiarly behoved us so to bus- " in view, and he was ‘naturally anxious 
" iMiiafhniir resources as to Ac prepared. " that the reform'be proposed should ori- 
"jfor a period of tmr. He was " giimte with the eifocutive power. The 
" asMua tifot it might be said, thm this " statesnent whi^h he had now fok it his 
" waa wrt a time at which it was pro- " duty to submit would, be trusted, be at- 
" per to dsmH Upon the difficnlties of the " tributed to the real motive which urged 
"'cooBtry. But he dieted from those who " him to stand forward; a daire tosetvekis 
" tdhmee'^mt amertim. Fifi- in his country; to secure to ns tAe msoat tf cec<> * 
" opinion the rriiest way etzafidly to exhi- " agam^ Baoiufani, who had hW* 
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*• Mtf ca1calat«d upon living Hiirtv yrati, 
** Ruring which there was too much rea^ 
" to appri^e^ that be would continue the 
** inveterate and active foe of Great Brt* 
u taiii.”___«.Now, reader, ho^v many times 
have I urged the necessity of GSconom v. 
as the only means of enabling us to ob* 
tain any thing like a safe peace i In short 
do you find, in this speech of Mr. Huskis- 
eou, one new idea ? He has mow mereiy 
repeated ^hat 1 have written and published 
£11^ times over; and, what is, in princU 
pie as well as in detail, in direct opposi* 
tion to his speech, made, lart year, wAcn 
he was in »-But,'is it not rather 

odd, that while this gentleman was insist* 
ing, that it was ¥ proper to devise ever^ 
** possible means of reducing our expendi- 
ture i^ it not rather odd, that, while 
he was racking his mind in this way, he 
never happened to hit upon the following 
items ? . 

Pension, •yearly to William 
Huskisson > - - - - -,£ 1,200 
Profits (acknoidedged) to Wil¬ 
liam Husrisson as Colonial 
Agent for Ceylon - - - 700 


£\,Q00 

Besides a Pension to Mrs. Emily 
'Husrisson, the wife of the said 
William Huskisson, aud the par¬ 
ticulars of which I haVe not now < 
at hand; but 1 believe it to be 
500/. a year. , 

Now, is it not odd, that the Gentleman, 
who appears to have been, all of a si^den, 
inspired with a love of economy, dkl not 
think of't/<ete items t He says, that we 
ought to •* devise all possible means of re- 
ducin|^our expenditure;” and,'surely, it 
u'posnble to take o£P these items. I Icnow 
m^ing that Mr. Huskisson has done for 
the public, that he should be thus fastened 
upon us for life, at^ lhat his wife also 
should be fastened 'upon us. He has 
been, for about 12 or 14* years a clerk, 
and a secretary; but, has be not been 
wdl paiit He has never had less than 
about two thousand pounds a year, and 
sometimes five, or, perhaps, six or seven; 
for, after all, what do we know about the 
emoluments arising from bis offices ? We 
knW, however, that hi^&dhe salaries,hast 
amply paid him, not only for any 
suridteB that he has sendered the public, 
bt^^r any services, which he has the car 

^jMc^to rendmr the public*-Loao L. 

v^ho WM Secretary at Wartime 


months ago,>med with ffri Budtai 
upon.>thu occuion. In the 'sm 
that H givra of his speech, there ale Sa 
venr coriooe thmgs.-w< Lord G. *!• 
" (iowervfeltdisapTOiqted attbestatemeiil 
helmd heard. He ^ trusted that die^ 
burdens qf Me psMk,* aa connected with 
" Axa^y Estimates, would have been ^!e- 
" viated to a far greater d^pee. , He did 
" not think the items had been looked into 
" with a sufficiently sendmsing •He 
" was Qf opinion that the practice of buy- 
" ing for the cavalry, horses at two years 
" old, by which means the expence of 
" keeping^them till they were of use, 
" often exceeded 190/. ought to be done 
" away. ThfJVt^on Train too, instead 
" of fieing reduced, oi/ght to be done assay 
•• entirely. The Manx corps was of no use I 
the officers followed other avocations, 
" and the privates were labourers; yet 
they bad full pay, as if th^ were effi- 
•* cient regular troops. The City Militia, 
" and the^wer Hadilets, whose services 
" were extremely limited, he thought 
" were not of real utility. For the home 
•• district there were two Generals—the 
" Duke qf Cambridge and Lord Heatlffield, 
" who bad 4,000/. or 5,()p0/. a year—;^or 
" looking qfter 2,400 men. There was an- 
" other Honourable General in that House 
" who he was surprized was not ashamed 
*' to hold his dUtfict; and in Scotland, to 
" 11.000 men there were eleven Genendt. 
" AU these things, he thought, required to 
be loidud into*-Well said, my Lord 
G. L. Gower! Just in this style did Mr. 
Wardle talk last year, when he was jeered 
at by Mr. Tierney and others, and when, 
the ministerial newspaimrs called him 
every thing that was jlimtemptible and 

wicked.-^And, so, my lord, ^ou are 

for lopping oflT the 'Waggon Train, the 
*• Awm Waggon Train,’' of which oor 
old friend Pioby Hamilton, whom Mr. 
Perceral and Mr. Adam charged to tell 
S%ndon to be sure not to, destrOy the fa¬ 
mous Note about Tonyn; your lordkbip 
really is for lopping loppffigt com¬ 
pletely off, our frieiid Ugby’s ** Royal 
Waggon Train!” So was Mr. Wardle. 
Ana he was for lopping Off the Manx 
Corps, too, which he, too, said.was of " »«> 
use;" but for saying which he was most 
shamefully abused by the prints, under 
the influence rf the ministry, to whicii 
you belonged.——Yes, my lord, it id, iof* 
deed, a pretty thing that a people, weigh¬ 
ed to the earth wi«h,taxeB, sbonid have to 
pay tseo Oeaerids, at the (ats ot 4|000, or 
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$JOQOf< »:yeaiv’^cMtJ*»Wia®^|^t^ n»«n- of the Commons. Houso^ 

Snt( myllM, .wm not, so, lesryear aien4> and the consequent munbiwttoniTO 
as wjell as this’yMH; i„ .jViTas not this king’s that accursejd thing, that bane of Ibe jaa- 
■on its tha,aame. ^toation when you and lioq, called influence which has been 
Mr. Hv^tt^atid Mr. Canning were in tho chief, if not the only, camw, of all 
office t Ww y<H) say now is rery good; our calamities and disgraces, and which, 
▼ery good' indeed f but, Wihy was not the if it be not destroyed, will, as sure as Mr. 
hbusf, voq here complain of, reformed Huskisson has a pension, destroyabe king’# 
0>kife »bu tverv in qfficef Or, at least,* why throne as well as the liberties of the poo* 
was it^ot stated to tbe House <m pie.--—Mr.cPETEn Muore reminded tbe 

Cotpmons?-^Tbat the Duke of Cam- newrlight economists of the discounte,- 

bridge and Lord Heathheid should swal- nance', which they had, last session, shown 
low up 4,000, or 5,000 pounds a year, as with respect to the statements of Mr. 
a compensation for looking after 2,400 Wardle ; and, after a few .words of little 
men, that such a thing shbt||d have been consequence from Mr. Perceval, Mb. 
tolerated is, to be sure, enough to excite Warole himself rose, and, in a speech'of 
indignation in the breast of the most some length, of which d here insert the 
patient of mortals; but, still, 1 do not best report 1 can find, clearly showed the 
think, that those 4 or 5,000 pounds a year House, that all. the base means, which 
are so badly bestowed, so sbamenilly have been resorted to for the*’ purpose of 
misapplied as the-pensions to Mr. Huskis- silencing him, together with all the baser 
son and his Wife, who, for their whole aid which sotue of the oars, have given to 
htvr, are fastened upon the purses of the those means, have not secured .their object. 

. people of England. •There-may be some “Colonel Warule observed,that, al¬ 

ii ipe (though a very fhint onq, perhaps) “ though there were many points on which 
of our being relieved from this n\ilitary “ he did not feel it necessary to dwell in 
payment to the Duke of Cambridge and “ the present discussion, he could not re- 
Lord Heathfield ; but„ from the pensions “ frain from expressing his otter astonish- 
to Mr. and Mrs.-Huskisson there is no “ meat at finding, after the extraordinary 
chance of rcliefVor thirty or forty years, “ coolness with which the suggestions he 

at the soonest.-These are the things “ had tbe honour of making to the I^use 

that sting deep. Between the receivers “ last Session, on the subject of retrench- 
of our money, in this way, without ser- “ ment, had bl«n received, that the very 
vices'rendered us or losses sustained for •' p6inls on which he had then touched 
our sake ; between such persons and those “ bad now been taken op by the gentle- 
who wish for a retorm of abuses, tbera is, men opposite to him. For this he thank- 
there will be, and there*can bs, no com- " ed them most kindly, as he was sure 
promise. It is in vain to expect it; and “the country would also do. And he 
Mr. liudeisson may be assured, that we “ confidently trusted, that the (ilommittee 
shall judge for ourselves as to tbe motives, *' had now shewn that sort of mind and 
which i^uce {l^uos in bis situation to “ decided spirit which would justify tbe 
stand forward wiw professions in favopr country in tbe hope and expectation Umt 

of economy. - 1 beg tbe reader, bow- “ something in tlie way of retrenchment 

ever, to note welf and to bear in mind, “ would be done—nothing could give him 
this- talk about economy; so new in the “ greater pleasure than to see his majes- 
quarter whence it comm, and so unex- “ ty’s roinisterl beginning to do that 
pected4oo. I l^ave been, for years pa^, “ which was absoluraly essential to the , 
calling for a reduction of expence, in “salv,atioii—to the very existence of the 
order that we^ might be enabled to con- “ country. He rejoiced extremely in the' 
tic^e the vfw, until we could obtain a " conviction apparently felt by tboae who, 
sa£» -p{eace; and now, all of a sudden, "on a former occasiqn, bad refill to 
‘ifytkmm and even Old George Jtose " listen to his sqggestions; and as his sole 
say same thing! Let not tbe public “ object was the good of his cenotry, he 
be deceived^ however: they will find, “ should not be fastidious on the score of ' 
under preseBt system, no alleviation of “ the instrameqits J&y which that oijgetA, 
their taxtoi bu^ on contrary, wUl " of wMch he shoula newer relinquish the 
find those taxes im^rtase. ' The system itself “ pursnit, was obtained. With reo^l 
h bad. There wn^U.a4A«romj[A change "to the Local Mililia, heshould not at ihpk 
syuem; hot, tha^ ohnwe will never take “ time make any (diurration; .but Mtl^ 
place, it neT^r^caa tnEe jdace, widnHit a “ sulyet^ of tbe Waggon Train, Im 
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tba^tbe Ccmmittoe were not.aware of " which the supply coiil4 be fumiebfid? 
«*^he enormous expence ettendiMt on that " That was the fact, and he pledf^^dht- 
**OBpi^o6tabie and useless establishment.— "self to prove itl M\ho 

" He had not yet been able to obtain the " supply of accoutremetiti and thait m oa* 
«'papers relating to diat'branch df service, “ valry appointments were brought te 
" for which he had moved some tin^p ago; " open contract, he bad not the smallest 
otherwise he should atihat moment have doubt that n saving wwild accrue'at 
« been able to. prove to the committee " which the couniry would he astonished. 
*• that the estimate now before them, of •• He^was folly prepared on this subject to 
" the probable expenditure of the waggon *• give ample proof in support of bis awer* 
*" train, fell greatly short, ti9>y that it pro> " tion, and would certainly bring forwaid 
•* ved but a small portion of the real ex> the subject,unless his majesty’s ministers 
" penditure of that branch of service; but ** would render that unnecessary, by them.- 
*• as the inutility of this wasteful corps ap- " selves undertaking the investigation of 
" peared to be admitted by all sides, he " a subject of expenditure so hjghly im> 

, " trusted Uiat the public ’ would very •• portant.^ had some time ^o press- 
"speedily have to congratulate them- " ed on the House the subject oftbe price 
" strives bn its entire abolition. 77<e com- " of grcai'coattt with which the army was 
" mands tuii/t w/tkh foreign Generals had been " supplied—at tliat time the supply ivasat 
" entnutedifl this comity, andparticukirly in " the rate of I Us. Qd. per coat.—Ministers 
" the county qf Esqex, he could not but deem " had in that instance listened to his sug. 
" highly reprehensible—aach was not for- " gestion, and the contract urn thromn open, 
" meriy the usage in this country; and he " What had been the consequence ? coats 
*' verily believed, that even but a very " of fully equal, nay, even superior qua* 
" few. years ago no minister could havp " lity, as he sboult^ afterwards shew, had 
been found se daring, as to have appear- " subsequently been delivered to the 
" ed in that House after having sanctioned " army at only 9s. per coat, a reduction of 
" a measure so repugnant to the feelings "between 50 apd 60 percent (Hear, 
" of Britons, and to the general spirit of *‘hear!) This u^s n fact, beyond' the 
" the constitution. The introduction of " power of dispute, and sorry he was, that 
" foreign troops into this country, on the " in stating that reduetton, he could not 
" permanent looting which they seemed to " there stop—but there was yet reniain- 
*' have acquired, was a, novel measure, " ing what, although be would not dire<tly 
" evidently arising out df an unconstitu- *" term it a job, sometbing so very extra- 
" tional principle. The expenditui^ of " ordinary, that he would not pass it over 
*• the country had now arrived at that " in silence. For those very coats which 
" point, when it became necessary to exdtf, " could now te afforded at the sdm of nine 
« mine every channel of expence, how- " shillingt, ther?was charged for the proi 
" ever minute; for it would not serve as " cess by which they are supposed tb be 
" an answer to say, that this object was " rendered uiaterproqf—bow much ?—why 
"trifling—that was inconsiderable—the " no less than half a crown, aluuwf one- 
-(f aggregate of minute waste 'would, he " third of the original j|f(fkt, when it isno- 
" was certain, be found to swell into a pro- *' torious that the process can be as Com- 
" digious bulk. There was, however, one " pletely effected for sixpence^ (Hear, 
"article of expenditure, to which the im- " hear! He. had said that the coats tbu^ 
" putation of minuteness could not be ap- " supplied at 9s. were superior to those for 
^ plied—be meant thb amy clothing, in the " which 16s. Od. had been formerly p&id, 
" supply of which, it was absolutely ne- in proof of which, he need only state 
" cessary that some reform, and that too, " that the coats at t6s. 6d.- bad neither 
" without delay, should take place, la " linings nor pockets, While, those at 9s. 
" the last year, government had given an " have both, and are four, inches longer! 
" advance of 5s. Od. on every suit made by " (Hear, hear!} It might be thought by 
private contract more than what was paid " some Gentlemen that he bad dq'elt with 
"where the contract was open to public '"too much minuteness on this subject— 
" competition!—and he was certain that " he had been minute—h3 had, at the 
" Mr. Courtenay’s Buppt|' would be found same time, been minutely accurate, aw 
^ to havp been as gpod, at least, as that " his object was to impress on the mtnds 
■" of Jdr. Pearce. 'Why was the public " of the Committee the imperiow .per 
4ii«te payt 75,0Q02. more than was neces- " cessity of miliary relrenchm^^xer 
' niy, -and more than the amoant " nend—for be eould assura diat 
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"when come to examine other ar- 
" tie)e8of military expenditare>'mth equal 
** m^!Hitenea«, they would ^nd the' con* 
"tract for great coats aa example, and 
" that jDot an exaggerated one, of our 
*• general military expenditure—^-the 
" tame pnnciple of expenditure obtained 
*' throughout the system, *and the same 
" ^etem of retrenchment wouW be found 
** correctly to apply to that impor- 
"tant branch of national expenditure. 
" CHear, hear') In the estimate of the ex* 
" penditure in the office of the Seoretary 
" at War, he observed an excess of 
" 10,672/. The Nobb had told 

" them that there had been mo Change in 
"(he War Office,butthatdiffisrent persons 
" had bemi selected toaccelbrate the com* 
" pletion 'of the complicated accounts of 
" tfaai office. Now those very persons 
" had been at worh for years, and not- 
" withatanding that, the accounts were 
"yet in the utmost confusion—nothing 
" bad been done towards reducing them 
" to order; and yet,*in 1808,* there were 
" 113 efficient clerks in the War Office! 
" Mismana^ment there certainly most 
" be somewhere, and he verily believed 
" th4t not onC'hfih of the regimental ac* 
" counts wera gpt through in any one 
"year. He was extremely sorry to see 
" also from the estimates, that the num* 
*• hers of the Foreign Corps in our ser-« 
" Tke increase; this was a principle 
" and a practice which he should ever 
" oppose. No less a sum than 30,000/. 
" appeared on the foce tf the Estimates, 
"Jbr recrmting the Foreign Corw. That 
" such a sum should be required for such 
" a purpose, excited alike his sorrow and 
" his indignatioiO but we could not now 
" go into Spain md recruit from Duponts 
" aruy. jNo fewer than 800 of Dupont’s 
" army, who had been made prisoners, 
" were taken out qf Spamshjailt, and incor* 
" porated into foreign corps in oar service; 
"these were some of the reciuits with 
"wmch our foreign corps were sup** 
"plied. He had a very strong desire 
" to know whether .the Dab qf Bruns- 
"WsoFs corps, that has so recently been 
" taJum into our pay, had received any 
" thing* like bounty or recruiting mo*, 
"bey'^nch.was toe rumour, which if 
" tme, was traly extraordinary—and he 
" begged leave to put it to the Noble 
" Lord whether such was the fact. If 
" H were so, be 4i(m!d think it a very 
" siifficient refuon for patting an end at 
5* once to this ipe'ciei ofiecraiting. There 


" was another item in the estimate. Which i' 
" to him appeased not less extraor#* 

" nary; but, perhaps, it was sosceptible 
" of explanation—as last year the estimate 
" ofthc.foreign dep6t was 15,0(H)/.; in this 
yeafdt a as 20,0001. an excess of 5.000/ ; 
" while the whole expeiicc of the Bntish 
« depot, including the cavaliy, was esti- 
" mated at only 13,000/. 1— [Jfere setteral 
" members became impatient for the ques^ 

" lion.] Gentlemen might call out dues* 

" tion! Questicm' but that would only 
" protract the debate, for he was deter* 

" mined to do his duty. On the head of 
" Barracks in Ireland, ,tbefe was a grant 
"of 135,500/. for the erection of new 
" Barracks.—^Would the Committee wilh- 
" out document or inforijiation grant such 
" a suni? He had on a former occasion 
" stated, that there were already several 
*" veiy excellent Barracks in Ireland un- 
" occupied, and yet 135,500/. was asked 
" for building more Barracks' (hear, hear <) 

** and this too, at the very tiinb, when the 
" right himourabie gentleman, (Mr. Rose) 

" in his pamphlet, having just discovered 
" that this bariack system is so expensive 
" —acknowledges himself to have been 
" deceived in it ’— (Hear, hear, hear >) — 
" He trusted, however, that the Commit* 
" tee would not consent to throw away 
" the public money in this roannel’.— 
" There was bu{ one more point on which 
" li^should trouble the Committee.—— 
" The different regiments were all calcu* 
" lated at their full establishments; but 
f ^ on what ground did they vote away the 
" public money ’ Was it possible that the 
" whole of the money demanded could 
" be wanted ? Not one-third of it. The 
" second battalions of many regiments 
"were composed of boys, the pay to 
" whom was nine-pence; and yet these 
" estimates, on which they' were called 
“ upon to vote away the public money, 
" made no distinction, but classed them all 
" ashmen at a shilling. •He anxiously trust* 
" ed that the Committee would pause; that 
"they would make a stand ere they 
" thus lavishly voted away sums, in bis 
" opinion, so greatly exceeding the ne* 
" cessity of the service.* It was his in- 
" tention to havn moved, that the Eiti* 
" mate» be referred* to a Select Commit* 
" tee; in that ^e should not, however, 
" persevere j but be would maintain, that 
" were a minute examination of ifoe 
" sums actually requifed for the service of 
" toe year to be instituted, the 'Estimate 
" befo^ toe Committee would have been 
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V<^ticed Bt lettt two, or peiliftps liiree 
'Ml^liom. He trusted that after what he 
" had stated, something decisive would be 
** attempted by his niaje8ty*8 ministers on 
** the diflerent objecU of retrenchment 
" which he had pointed out; but if, an- 
•• happily he should be disappointed in 
" that hope and -expectation, he should 
" certainly feel it his duty to bring for- 
“ ward so important a subject by some 
""specific motion/* —— UpoA # the sub¬ 
ject of the German Troop$, the Honour¬ 
able 'House, or some part of it, at least, 
did, it seems, grow somewhat impatient; 
but, Mr- WAXbLB laudablv persever¬ 
ed in uttering what he bad to say. 
——The bounty to the Duke of Bruns¬ 
wick’s people is a*very curious thing in¬ 
deed. Lord Palmerston confessed, that 
they did receive a bounty of/our ffdneas 
a man,'but said that 3/. 17«. of it was to 
be laid out upon necesiariet. 1 care not 
how it has been*expended. All 1 wanted 
to know, aifd all I want the people of 
England to know, is that /our guineas a 
mm, besides all the enormous expences 
which must have -attended their btinging 
over, is to be paid to these Germans, or has 
been paid to them, out of the taxes raised 
upon this nation!; Let it be well ob¬ 
served, too, that, while we are dismount¬ 
ing Baglish horK and reducing other Eng- 
lim corps, so far from there ^being any re¬ 
duction in the German Legion or any, of 
its parts, that part of the army has been 

augmented. - Why, if reduction could be ^ 

made at all, was it not made amongst these 
Gemanst Why were they to remain 
untouched ? Why not dismount some of 
these Germans t I should be very glad 
to-know the reasm of this ? Mr. Huskis- 
son tells us, that we may reAux part qf our 
army. Well, then, shall we not. begin 
with these Gemutmt At any rate,-shall 
we ougmenr them, while we are reducing 
out neaive troops? If this does not set 
people to thinking adittle, it may be fairly 
presumed, I think, that they are past the 

time for thought!-^Look, reader, at; 

Mr; Wardle’s statement, about the recruit- 
esuMiskmaUs, There you see, that the 
recruiting Mtablishment /or the Foreiga 
Troops costs one fourth mOre dian the re- 
cmiting establishment W the British 

Army. Will not this <^ii men’s eyes ? 
--I-—The fact, stated hf Mr. Wardle,' re- 
spy ting the enlisting of men, out of^pa- 
xMh jails, who wera taken in DurdiHT’s 
is . eminently worthy of public at¬ 
tention. ' Tlieee are now, I auppoie, ap^mgst 
the d^fbndert qf Estglaid! What we may 


come to, at last, it is %tiHe 'imptMMble 

even to guess at.-^There are, bwW^er, 

persons', who seem very well satisfied- with 
this state of things; or, at least so ic 
would appear from the Speech said to have 
been made upon this occasion by Losb 
Mahon. 1 take it from the Morning 
Chronicle of thtf 2?th of Vphrnnry — r, 
" lA>rd .M>h<>o contended that no practical 
" grievance accrued from the egiploy- 
" ment of foreign troops. It was a r/tco- 
" reiM; conplumt,unA calculated to produce 
•• as much delusion as another question, 
" upon which much clamour was excited 
"—he vneutA Pmliamentary Reform. Much 
" was said ^bdut good old times, and of 
" our ancestors; but when such appeals 
" were made fdr sneh purposes, he was 
" almost inclined to wish that vri had no 
" ancestors at all.'* This is precisely the 
language, held by Mr. Windham last 
session, upon the subject of selling and 
bttying seats in parliament, which he said 
was no practical grievance, and the com¬ 
plaint againft which "was merely theore¬ 
tical. But, the worst of it is, that, while 
we are answered in this manner, while we 
are told, that these old notions are mere 
theories, and are net expected to be of 
any practical utility, thoa« who tell us so 
call us innaoators; and, if w'e want any 
old inveterate abuse removed, they tell 
us that it is better to let the wound re¬ 
main than to risk the existence of the 
whole carcase. When, for instance, we 
say, that it is a shame, that such an office 
cas Teller qf Ate Jbx^uer should exist, 
now that the use of it is totally done 
away, they say," no, no ; it is dangerous 
•• to meddle with onctinu things, with things 
" long-established, and h^ng about them 
" the venerable marks m the lore of our 
" ancestorsand, however much my 
lord Mahon may wish to get rid of the 
memory of our ancestors, 1 much question 
if he be so eager to gqjt rid of his office 
of SURVEYOR OF GREEN WAX, or 
hIs other office of KEEPER OF RECORDS 
IN BIRMINGHAM TOWER, which'offi- 
ces vvere created by our ancestors, and 
for which offices be now pockets out of the 
taxes raised upon the people, SIX HUN- 
DREDAND NINETY ONE POUNDS A 
YFAR. Surely, he will say, that those were 
indeed and indeed " good old times," when 
these n^ce convenient offices were created? 
- ' -F or the present I shall leave the Sw- 
twor qf Green Wax to side with the Cferft 
(fthe Irems and the Teller qfthe Exchi^; 
but, I shall return to the subject ve^ sixm, 
and* I have but little dcuib* of able 
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to show, tha* tbe Sarvejror bas tro4deo 
upon very sUp^ 3 r. ipou^..,.^!! would 
be wropf to ouiium^tye article, witbout 
cautiooiog tba reader to beware of any 
delusive* aopa.c^ a retrebchmefit in the 

I mblic expenditure. He should never be- 
ieva ni any thing of the sort, till he Joumii 
tlntt;Soi»e tax is tukm What a ibUy 
vrtyild it be in any man to suppose^ that 
he bad reduced the expences of his fa- 
mily, V Ar toere still tilled on/or tit umal 
tHfi ^mpn^ to d^mf those apmcett What 
is it to any man, whether his .servants 
waste his means by sacking them them¬ 
selves or by giving them to others ? So 
that his means are take]l*ditdni’biin to be 
given to others, what matters it in what 

way they go?-^When we see a tax 

tahn qffi then lei us believe, that the na¬ 
tional expences are about to be reduced; 
but not one moment before. 

LiBBRTy OF THE PfiSSS.- To Mr. 

Pbbrt, proprietor of the Morning Cbroni- 
ck, the whole account of whose Trial, 
with, the names of the Jurors, will be 
found below, tlie public owe infinite obli- 
gatimi. Hts Defence, as will be seen, 
discovered very great ability; but, what 
1 am most pleased with, next after the 
righteous verdi^ is, that Mr. Perry took 
the Defence upon himself, and thereby in¬ 
sured justice to his cause.-1 see, that 

the report of the Trial is to be published jn 
a pamphlet; and I trust it will be univer¬ 
sally read. 

- W“. COBBETJ’. 

Botkjf, Itt March, 1^0. r* 


I wish'to state, in reference to the 
Note at page 275 of this volume, that 
Mr. Kni^t's <}fter to proceed to Wal- 
eberen was mam on tbe 28th of August, 
the daysBfiter Sir Lucas Pepys, (the per- 
eon whom be thought the fittest for tbe 
Bervice,) bad declined ; and that the no- 
tfficMiOn to Mr. Knight, that another per- 
•on. ^as appointed for the service, was not 
till the 30th. * 


■ OOUKT OF KING’S BENCH, Fss. M. 
ihffifte hprd JSIetiborough and a SpedatJury. 
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Mr. Bichabdsqm opened the jdeadjppa 
in this case, which was an lnfbrpiatiQ||^br 
a Libel on tbe person of his. Majesty. 

The Attoxnby-Gbnbbal /oliowed pn 
the same side. He had felt it his dutjr to 
file an Information in this case against 
Mr. Lambert, the Printer and Publisher, 
and Mr. Perry, the Proprietor, of 2^ 
Morning Chronicle, for a Paragraph whkh 
appeared in that Paper, published on the 
2d of Ocfober last, containing a Lib'el 
against the person of his Majesty. As it 
was not unusual to treat all efibrts to Check 
publications of this kind as unjust attempts 
to break in upon the Liberty of the Prera, 
he begged leave to si^ a few words on 
this point. A free, full, and open discus¬ 
sion of every measure Iconnected with the 
public a&irs of tbe country, and into tbe 
conduct and measures of Government, he 
was far from refusing to tbe conductors' of 
the public prints. An attempt to controul 
the free exercise of this right, he should 
admit, would be improper and unjust. 
On that liberty some of our best privi¬ 
leges depended. It had been instrumental, 
in former days, in establishing and secur¬ 
ing our free constitution; and it might, 
when properly directed, be the means of 
preserving to us the same invaluable bles¬ 
sing in time to come. It was not for any 
discussion of, or animadversions upon tbe 
mestsares of Uoveniment, that the present 
Information Uas brought. He admitted 
that a free discussion of such subjects, and 
generally of all fair subjects, should be 
allowed; and even though^ in the exer¬ 
cise of this right, a person should uUow 
himself to be carried beyond the bounds 
of discretion, he should be backward to 
bring such a case under the cogniaance 
of a Jury. Those who knew his practice 
would do him tbe justice to say, that ke 
never took advantage of any case of this' 
kind, where it could be supposed to have 
proceeded only from indiscretion or inad¬ 
vertency. But, as on the one band, there 
should be a foil and free discussion of 
every public measure, if conducted wit)i 
decency, and confined withia. proper 
boimds; so, on tbe other, it was neces¬ 
sary tiiat decorum should not be enlirdy 
violated, that due regard for the relations 
between the Sovereign and his, pepple 
should be obseyved; am, above all thix^ 
it waq essential <lm it should net bit.in 
tfae^wer of any man to tell puh^ 
thsB tiMFO wwe btessings wltich tim 
.nig^ eoqoy, bni whicii wen nri^i!|ii^ 
their Sefvereign, and 
^ommam m winch ihe^ could not 
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till the accession ^ the soccessor 
who now held the Throne, No 
body who saw such language held, could 
doubt that it must have a manifest ten¬ 
dency to alienate and destroy the atfec- 
^ons of the people towards their Soee- 
reign, and to break down.that link of love 
which ought to connect the Sovereign and 
his people in the tenderest ties. That 
spch was die tendency, of' the jiublication 
in question no person could read it and 
deny. ,The publication was extremely 
sborf, and the Jnry could hardly miss-the 
sense of it at a single reading. It was in 
these words —** Wh^at a crowd of blessings 
rush on one's mind that might be bestowed 
upon the couniry^in the event of a total 
change of system....” Sofarthe publica¬ 
tion was political, and, therefore, though 
he could ndt agree with the Defendants 
in their idea of the benefits to be derived 
from a total change of system, he did not 
feel himself entitled, consistently with 
what heliad'already stated as to the right 
of free discussion on all political subjects, 
to quarrel with them for their opinions. 

It might be honestly their opinion that a 
total change of system would bestow a 
crowd of blessings on the country, though 
it was not his; aud according to the just 
latitude ordiscussion which the Press ought 
to e^oy, be could not quarrel with them 
for this branch of the recor^. The Paper, 
however, then proceeded thus:—“of,all 
the Monarchs, indeed, since the Revolu¬ 
tion, the successor of George the Third J 
will have the finest opportuhity of becom-^ 
ing. nobly popular.” In other words— 
No prospect of the attainment of these 
blessings which thus rush on one's mind, 
opens to us during the reign of our pre¬ 
sent Sovereign; they can only be looked 
for on the accession of his successor to the 
Throne; his present Majcsto and his life 
are the barriers which stand between his 
people and the ettainment of the blesangi 
allu^d to. Thus fixing the era for the 

a ment of these 'btessiugs to be the 
of his present Majesty. The Attor¬ 
ney-General said be bad consumed more 
words than were necessary on this occa- 
siUB. It was hnpdssible to reitd toe pub- 
lieation, midnot deid^e ft to be a limh 
lifr. Gakuow thep'vose, on tlm part of 
the Proseention, to prove thepVinting and 
puUohiog of tlie papef in qumtion. 

Mr. Pnnr, ohe of tbe Defendants, ad- 
die Court, ud begged leave to 
^•''^t if .it vru the intentimt of the 
Muned Counsel to prove tbe pubjicatwii. 


be would, with hts psirthksion, 

save the valuable time of toe (Wt. AiA* 
it had ever been the rule of the Dtofeadattbi 
to bold ootan unequivocal responsibiii^ fito 
the condnet irfthe Paper, he desired to be 
understood, to admit, that Mr. John Lam¬ 
bert was the Printer of TAe Morning Chrtmi- 
ck, and tout he itimself has toe proprietor. 

Lord ELLBtfsoRoooH said, that it liras 
perfectly allowable for Mr. P^nav to 
make this admission for himself ; but was 
he also empowered to make it for toe 
other Defendant ? 

Mr. Perky said, that the other Defen¬ 
dant stood at his side. 

Mr. Laa^sSCt begged'leave to declare, 
that he admitted the feet charged in the 
record, that hO was toe Printer of life 
Morning Ckroaick ., * 

Mr. Attorney-General then desired 
that the Paragraph in Tfie Chrmu 

cle, of the 2nd October last, as set forth in 
the record, might be read. It was read, 

and is as foltows:— 

• • 

“ What a -crowd of blessings- rush upqn 
“ one's mind, that might be bestowed 
“ upon the country, in tbe event of a 
“ total change of system! Of ail Mo- 
“ narchs, indeed* since toe Revolutidn, 
“ the* Successor of George the Third 
' “ will have the finest ppportunity of 
** becoming nobly popular.” 

• 

Here Mr. Attorney-General said he 
closed his case. 

Mr. Perky then stated, that there were. 
some other passiges in the same piqier 
bearing upon t he record, and tending to 
explain tbe meaning of toe Defendants in 
its pnblicaiioD, that he presumed he had a 
right to have read either now or in toe 
course of his Defence. ^^And he respect- 
fully applied to the Court to kiinw who* 
toer he were so entitled. 

Liwd £llbnboro«gh said, that undoubt¬ 
edly if there were any, other pa^ of tbe 
same paper upon the same topic, and ap¬ 
pertaining to it, toe Defendants hid a 
right to their being read; but certainly 
he could not admit that passages and 
paragraphs totally fmeign to toe snbject 
of tbe record 'ihoold be read, or could bo 
in any way made applicable to their De¬ 
fence. if there were passages of toe same 
paper, clearly and manifestly tending to 
ebew toe iirtentioa and mind of tbe Defea- 
dsmts as to tois specific paragraph, ^ Mr, 
Perry bad a right to havethem read etto# 
now or m toe course of his Defenceii^gt bw 
migbi toiito the one couwe to tbe etoto 
most advantageohs to bis asgumenk, 
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Mr. BEitity respectfully thanked the » singular, vs^nity is bat too apt to whisQ^ 
Court, and said he would take occasion to " an application of to some fancied takrit 
refer to the passages in the course bf what •• of ohe’s own; but it is proper for the 
he should have to offer ia justification of ** honour of the English Ear that the 
his friend Mr. Eambertand himself. " world should know such things happen 

y' •• to all of us daily and of coarse. 

DEFENCE. „ Happy, indeed; is it for this country, 

Mr. Peruy then addressed the Jury, as « tjjat whatever interested divisions may 
newly as ^e can himself recollect, to the "characterise other places, of which I 
following purport: «« may hav^ occasion to speak to-day, how- 

My Lord, and Gentlemen the Jury, " ever the councils of the highest depart-^ 
Jn presenting myself personally to you " ments of the State may be occasionally 
this da}', I am moved by various con- "distracted by personal considerations; 
sidcrations; some of them grow'ing out of " they never enter these walls to disturb 
the nature «/f the cause itssify and peculiar " the administration oP justice : whatever 
to it; some of them of sKmbre general " may be our public principles, or the 
nature, but bearing with a heavy weight “ private habits of oi^ir lives, they never 
on my own feelings. 1 atn sure that if I " cast even a shade across the pain of our 
could faithfully describe the motives of " professional duties, 
both kinds that press upon me to this un- *' If this be the charactef'istic even of 
usual course, they would be duly appre- " the bar of an English Court of Justice, 
elated by the Noble and Learned Lord on "what sacred impartiality may not every 
the Bench, and by yourselves. By the " man expect from its 'Jurors and its 
very nature of this cause, and by the line " Bench.” 

of argument and inference which I antici- Such was the just and noble eulogium 
patedin my own mind that his Majesty’s of that distinguished orator, who was in 
Attorney-General would take, I felt a himself a shining example of the imparti- 
degrceof delicacy and embarrassment in ality he ascribed to ail. I subscribe to 
requesting the assistance of the Honour- every word of it; and it does not belong 
able and Learne^ Gentleman who holds a to the learned profession only, but is to be 
retainer fur me, and who by his place found in the heart and practice of eveiy 
within the bar of this Court, would have one of the liberal professions of England, 
had the conduct of our Defence. lam 1 may be permitted to state a most honour- 
confident that in the just and manly spirit abl§ instance of the same feeling which I 
of the British bar, the Learned Gentleman had from the lips of an immortal hero, who 
would have flung aside every feeling but ,by the most aflectionate testimonies of his 
that of liis profesMonal^duty—and I am cTregard down almost to the last hour of his 
sure, also, that in the estimation of every glorious life, did me the honour to call me ^ 
fair and honourable mind he would have his friend. When Lord Nelson received 
been able to exert the full vigour of his from the first Lord of the Admiralty, the 
splendid talents, with a perfect and con- last commission " to conquer, burn, sink, 
sistent regard toShe discharge of his poli- " wid destroy, the fleets of our enemy/* 
tical dutips. tohick he executed to the letter, the book of 

Of this truth, that no personal considera- the captains of the British fleet was put into 
tionsare ever suftered to interfere with the his hands by the Board to chuse his offi- 
professional exertions of the learned Gen- cere. It was a proper deference on their 
tlemeh of this bar, 1 am in the sincerity of parts. It was nobly 'answered upon his. 
my heart convinced, and 1 have always He returned the book unopened, and told 
admired the just eulogium that was paued them to cbnse whom they pleased-; for, 
upon them by a great and illustrious " though there might be mstinctions as to 
lawyer who was once their ornament, " experience and endowments, as in the 
and is still, thank God, their model—I " order of Providence wb were not all made' 
meui Lprd Erskine, who, when Mr. Stock-> " alike ; yet in* pqint of galhwtry, of 
dale, a perfect stranger, and a person ad-' " promtoitude, of zeal, and of self-devo- 
verse in political opinions, applied to him " tion, there was not a captain of the Bri- 
for bis assistance in a cause in which he " tish fleet with wltom he would aotchear- 
had givep o^ence to Mr. Erskine’s own " fully sail, and in whom he would not 
political friends,, the eloquent advocate " safely confide, not only his own honour,' 
expressed himsejUF in the following words; " but the glory of his ^ereign, and ttfH 
" A trust uppaxtahly so delicate and " secuyty of the State.” 
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Vf, therefore. Gentlemen of the Jury, I 
htfwought myielf justified in a cause in 
which the record charges the other De¬ 
fendant and myself with an attempt to 
bring the sacred person of the King into 
disrepute, to apply to my 'Counsel in the 
particular situation in which be stands 
(Mr. Jekyll, SoKcitor-Gcneral to his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales) I am 
confident that the Learned gentleman, 
and my other most able and esteemed 
Counsel (Mr. Raine) would have arduously, 
honesCly, and much more successfully 
than, 1 fear, I shall be able to do for 
myself, have deftnded Mr. Lambert and 
me this day. But 1 felt that I could not 
with propriety make the application; and 
neither the rules of this Court, nor the 
rules of honour, that have always actuated 
ray conduct, would permit me to overlook 
iny engagement; and the respect which I 
bear for the honour, the talents, and the 
integrity of this1}ar,wilj ever prevent me 
from going to* other Corals to look for as¬ 
sistance here. 

But, Gentlemen, I should not have ven¬ 
tured to present myself to your attention 
if there had been any thing in the cause 
of an intricate or of a complicated nature 
—if there had been any inuendoes to be 
disputed—any special pleading to be en¬ 
countered—any quhstinnof law to he argu¬ 
ed—any witnesses to be cro|3-questioned 
--or, indeed, any thing but a plain, naked, 
simple proposition, which it is only ne¬ 
cessary for me to shew you, was innocently 
published. I am not come here with the 
impertinent design of attempting to make 
a speech, in which I should only succeed 
in displayiri^ my presumption and my 
folly—'ill which 1 should only more sorely 
incur, because 1 should more richly de¬ 
serve, the ridicule to which the man who 
pleads his own cause is always subject— 
and which, I assure you, I have myself 
sufiered in no ordinary degree, even in the 
streets, from my-friends, and from stran¬ 
gers, since my determination was known ;■ 
and which in some instances would have 
affected my spirits, if any thing could 
[have shaken the steady purpose of my 
[mind, when supported by the conscious 
nctitudeof my heart. But there is nothing, 
gentlemen, that I mean to try so little as 
» captivate your understatvfings by the 
tffectation of eloquence, fhat would, even 

I had the gift or the practice of speaking, 
be out of place; since nothing can be 
mo^ unseemly than for a person in my 
‘'Itaatiqu to usurp a province to whicb he 
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docs not belong ; for after all, mu ia like 
a plant, which when trusplatited‘into a 
soil foreign to its habits, will feel tbo 
change, will shrink into itself, will dr^, 
wiH bend id bead, until the mildness of 
the climate, and the chearing influence of 
the sun shall revivify and freshen whatever 
native vigour it nSay possess. 

And, Gentlemen, even with alt the 
simplicity of the cause, and with the sim¬ 
plicity wtikb it» my resolution to observe 
in treating it, I should not have come here 
if it had* been of any kind or quality but 
what it is. If it had been a pretended 
libel on an ipdiyidual, of which I trust I 
am also incapame, but which in an hour 
of negligence, or by accident, (for it 
could happen by no other means), had 

f rained admittance, we should have suf- 
ered judgment to go by default; for we 
shall be ever as ready to acknowledge n 
ftiuU as we are careful to avoid one. if it 
had been an attack only on the King’s 
Ministers, which I oft^n assume the right 
to make, 1 shduld with confidence, and so 
would my inseparable co-adjutor and 
friend Mr. Lambert, have left our vindi¬ 
cation ’to the Learned Gentlemen who 
would have done us* the honour to exert 
themselves in our protectioo; but when it 
is charged on the record, that we had 
“ unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously 
devised ud intended to bring his Ma-. 
jesty’s sacred person into great and 
“ public hatred and contempt;” we feel that 
^othiifg can deliver us from the horror of 
such a charge butoby exposing ourselves 
fairly to you, in the race of our country, 
that you may observe, examine and try us 
with all the intelligence, all the acuteness, 
and all the authority tha^Jbelong to you 
in this public tribunal.—oh that you had 
the power of God, as you have the*power 
of the country, to look into our breasts, 
and to search our hearts, to see whether 
there lurks in any partpf the bosom of 
either, any dark, malignant, traitorous 
feeling, that would dispose os to use, if 
we could with safety, the pow'eriul instru¬ 
ment in our hands to bring even into 
disrepute the^, sacred name of the Sove¬ 
reign, under whose beneficent rei^n I 
have myself lived during the whole period 
of my conscious existence'! I'll is divine" 
power of truly searching the heart is not 
given to mao; but it is something oh our 
part to expose ourselves, nakedly and 
alone, without guile, without aid, wfthoiii 
Counsel, to the critical observations and 
scrutiny, wbiolt twelve difceraing men, - 



SIS] POLlTICAlii jElEG^n^R .—Uberty qf ifte Press. [S44 


Mr. ££SBv respectfally thanked the 
Court*, and said he would take occasion to 
refer to the passages in the course bf what 
he diould have to ofj^r in justification of 
his friend Mr. ILambert and himself, 
z' 

DEFENCE. 

Mr. Perry then addressed the Jury* as 
nearly as, he can himself recollect* to the 
folfowiag purport: 

My Lin'd, and Gentlemen qf the Jury, 

Jn presenting myself personally to you 
this day* 1 am moved by various con- 
aiderotions; some of them growing out of 
the nature of the cause itselfy and peculiar 
to it; some of them of ^oihre general 
nature* but bearing with a heavy weight 
on my own feelings. 1 atn sure that if I 
could faithfully describe the motives of 
both kinds that press upon me to this un¬ 
usual course* they would be duly appre¬ 
ciated by the Noble and Learned Loid on 
the Bench* and by yourselves. By the 
very nature of this cause* and by the line 
of argument and inference which I antici¬ 
pated in my own mind that his Majesty’s 
Attorney-dieneral would take* I felt a 
degree of delicacy and embarrassment in 
.requesting the assistance of the Honour¬ 
able and Learned Gentleman who holds a 
retainer tor me* and who by his place 
within the bar of this Court* would have 
had the conduct of our Defence. I am 
confident that in the just and manly spirit 
of the British bar* the Learned Gentleman 
would have flung aside every feeling but 
that of his professiona^duty—and I ami 
sure, also* that in the estimation of every 
fair and honourable mind he would have 
been able to exert the full vigour of his 
splendid talents^ith a perfect and con¬ 
sistent regard mHie discharge of his poli¬ 
tical dutips. 

Of this truth, that no persmial tmnsidera- 
timasare ever sufifered to interfere with the 
professional exertions of the Learned Gen- 
ttopien of this bar* 1 am in the sincerity of 
my. heart convinced* and 1 have aiwa)^ 
amnind the just eulogium that was passed 
upcm them by a great and iilustrioos 
Is^yer who was once their mnament, 
an^ is still* thank God,-their model—I 
meim Lofd Erskine* who, when Mr. Stock-* 
dale, a perfipet strang;er, and a person ad-' 
verse in poUMcal opinions* applied to him 
fm his aasislmice in a cause in which he 
had given c^nce to Mr. Erskine’s own 
political Vriends*, the eloquent advocate 
ejepresaed hiihself in the following.words: 

A trust appanBtJ|r ao delicate and 


“ singular* vanity is but too apt to whism^ 

" an application of to some fancied iflent 
•• of obe’s own; but it is proper for the 
*' honour of the English Ear that the 
" world should know such things happen 
" to all of us daily and of course. 

** Happy* indeed'* is it for this country, 

'* that whatever interested divisions may 
** characterise other places, of which 1 
" may hav^ occasion to speak to-day, bow- 
" ever the councils of the highest depart-,^ 
" ments of the State may be occasionally' 
''distracted by personal considerations* 
" they never enter these walls to disturb 
" the administration of justice : whatever 
" may be our public principles, or the 
“ private habits of oipr lives* they never 
" cast even a shade across the path of our 
" professional duties. 

" If this be the charactefistic even of 
" the bar of an English Court of Justice, 

*' wliat sacred impartiality may not every 
" man expect from its ‘Jurors and its 
“ ^nch.” 

Such was the just and noble eulogium 
of that distinguished orator* who was in 
himself a shining example of the imparti¬ 
ality be ascribed to all. I subscribe to 
every word of it; and it does not belong 
to the learned profession only* but is to be 
found in the heart and practice of every 
one of the liberal professions of England. 

1 may bepernytted to state a most honour¬ 
ably instance of the same feeling which I 
had from the lips of ui immortal hero* who 
Jby the most affectionate testimonies of his 
regard down almost to the last hour of bis 
glorious life* did me the honour to call me.. 
bis friend. When Lord Nelson received 
from the first Lord of the Admiralty* the 
last commission " to conquer* burn* sink, 

" and destroy, the fleets of our enemy,” 
which he executed to the letter, the book of 
the captains of the British fleet was pnt -into 
his hands by the Board to chuse his offi¬ 
cers. It was a proper deference on their 

S alts. It was nobly •answered uponhia. 

[e returned the book unopened* and told 
them to chose whom they pleased ; for* 

" though there might be distinctiims as to 
" experience and endowments* aa in the - 
" order of Providence wh were not all made' 
" idike ; yet in* pmnt of gallantry* of 
" prom^tude* of zeal* and of self-devo- 
" tion, there was not a captain of the Eri- 
" tish fleet with wltom he would not chear- 
" fully sail* and in v^om he would not 
" safely confide* not only his own honour,^ 
" but we glory of his Sovereign, and M 
" secuig^ty of we State.” 
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Vlf, therefore, Gdnttlenien of tHe Jury, I 
bacNJiought myself josttfied in a cause in 
ivhich the record charges the other De¬ 
fendant and myself with an attempt to 
bring the sacred person of the King into 
disrepute, to apply to my Counsel in the 
particular situation in which he stands 
(bfr. Jekyll, Solicitor-General to his 
Royal Higlinessthe Prince of Wales) I am 
ccmfideiit that the Learned <|entleman, 
and my other most able and esteemed 
’ Counsel (Mr. Raine) would have arduously, 
honestly, and much more succcssfuily 
than, 1 fear, I shall be able to do for 
myself, have defended Mr. Lambert and 
me this day. But 1 felt that 1 could not 
with propriety make the application; and 
neither- tbe rules of this Court, nor the 
rules of honour, that have always actuated 
niy conduct, would permit me to overlook 
my engagement; and the respect which I 
bear for the honour, the talents, and the 
integrity of tbis1)ar,wili ever prevent me 
from going to* other Courts to look for as¬ 
sistance here. 

But, Gentlemen, I should not have ven¬ 
tured to present myself to your attention 
if there had been any thing in the cause 
of ail intricate or of a complicated nature 
—if there had been any inuendoes to be 
disputed—any special pleading to be en¬ 
countered—any question of law to be argo- 
' ed—any witnesses to be cro^s-questioned 
—or, indeed, any thing butap1ain,nak(^, 
simple proposition, which it is only ne¬ 
cessary for me to shew you, w'as innocently 
published. I am not come here with the 
impertinent design of attempting to make 
a speech, in which I shonld only succeed 
in displayid)^ my presumption and my 
folly—ill which 1 should only more sorely 
incur, because I should more richly de¬ 
serve, the ridicule to which the roan who 
pleads his own cause is always subject— 
and which, I assure you, 1 have myself 
suffered in no ordinary degree, even in the 
streets, from my-friends, and from stran¬ 
gers, since my determination was known ; 
and which in some instances would have 
affected my spirits, if any thing could 
have shaken the steady purpose of my 
mind, when supported by the conscious 
rectitudeof my heart. But there isnotbing. 
Gentlemen, that 1 mean to try so little as 
to captivate your understanpings by the 
affectation of eloquence, Aat would, even 
if I had the gift or the practice of speaking, 
be out of place; since nothing can be 
mo^ unseemly than for a person in my 
situation to usurp a province to M'hich he 
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docs not belong ; for after all, man ia Iffce 
a plant, which when transphitited^4iito a 
soil foreign to its babits, will fee] the 
change, will shrink into itself, will dr^, 
will bend its head, until the mildness of 
the climate, and the chearing influence of 
the sun shall revivify and freshen whatever 
native vigour it iday possess. 

And, Gentlemen, even with all the 
simplicity of the cause, and with the sim¬ 
plicity wnicb it» my resolution tO'observe 
in treating it, I should not have come here 
if it had*bcen of any kind or quality but 
what it is. If it had been a pretended 
libel on an ipdiridual, of which I trust I 
am also incapafile, but which in an hour 
of negligence, or by accident, (for it 
could happen by no other means), bad 

f 'ained admittance, we should have suf- 
ered judgment to goby default; for we 
shall be ever as ready to- acknowledge a 
, fault as we are careful to avoid one. If it 
had been an attack only on the King’s 
Ministers, which I oftqn assume the right 
to make, I shduld with confidence, and so 
would my in.separable co-adjutor and 
friend Mr. Lambert, have left our vindi¬ 
cation 'to the Learned Gentlemen who 
would have done us* the honour to exert 
themselves in our protecUoti; but when it 
is charged on the record, that we had 
** unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously 
'* devised and intended to bring his Ma-. 
** jesty’s sacred person into- great and 
“ public hatred and contempt;” wefeelthat 
^othiifg can deliver us from the horror of 
such a charge but*by exposing ourselvea 
fairly to you, in the face of our country,, 
that you may observe, examine and try ue 
with all the intelligence, all the acuteness, 
and all the authority tha^elong to you 
in this public tribunal.—«Oh that you had 
the power of God, as you have the*power 
of the country, to look into our breasts, 
and to search our hearts, to see whether 
there lurks in any partpf the bosom of 
either, any dark, malignant, traitorous 
feeding, that would dispose us to use, if 
we could with safety, the powerful instru¬ 
ment in our hands to bring even into 
disrepute the sacred name of the Sove¬ 
reign, under whose beneficent reign 1 
have myself lived during the whole period 
of my conscious existence'! I^his divine' 
power of truly searching the heart is not 
given to man; but it is something oh our 
part to expi:»se ourselves, nakedly antf 
alone, without guile, without aid, w,fthatlf: 
Counsel, to the critical observations and. 
scrutiny^ wbioh twelve di-cerning men, . 
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Freehoideri of t^Co«nty:..iii which we 
lire, interofted tii {weieiTfOg bleasiaga 
we enjciy, skilfoi and experiedoad in the 
cherectMTs of tlwir fetlowi^itiaens, may 
feel it fa> he ihetr duty, and may be able 
by their inteni^eitce and penetration to 
detect, if the crime alledgedf against us be 
covered under tKe mosf artful disguise. 
Geulemen, you will have,. under the 
direction of the Noble and Learned Judge 
on the bench, to exercise your faculties 
in»discovering the mind and intention with 
‘ which we published the words charged on 
the record—by the whole tenor of our 
lives—from the general s^timent and 
character of the 'Paper tnht we publish— 
and particularly from the contents of the 
Paper in which the sontary paragraph 
complained of appears, and which, if you 
should have occasion to quit that ^x, 
you will receive, and will have an oppor¬ 
tunity to Bead. 

I am sure, that after having looked at 
the context which ^he Noble and Learned 
Lord has been-so indulgent as to permit 
me to desire to be read in its proper 
place, you will be satisfied and convinced . 
that the interpretation put upon it on 
the record, and still more in the speech 
of his Majesty’s Attorney-General, is not 
the true sense, non that which can be 
home out by any fair, legitimate or sound 
deduction. , 

Let me state. Gentlemen of the J ury, the 
record and the sense pot upon it by the 
honourable and learned Attorney-Gene-^ 
ral. • 

It charges Mr. Lambert the Printer, 
and myself the Proprietor of The Mom- 
i/ig Cnremck, as *• being seditious, ma- 
" licioas, ill-dvsposed persons, greatly dis- 
aftected to oul^ present Sovereign Lord, 
" George the Third, and to his Adminis- 
tration of the Government of this King- 
** dom—And that we did, unlawfully, 
** wickedly, and maliciously devising, 
** designing and intending as much as in 
** us lay, to bring our said Lord the King 
*f and his Administration of the Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom; and the persons 
employed by him in the Administration 
** of the Government, into great and pub- 
.lie hatred and contempt among all his 
''.liege subjects, and to alienate and 
" withdraw fr«m our said Lord the King, 
•* j^e'cdmihal love and aflectroa, true and 
*!'dacf wbedience, fidelity, and allegiance 
-^►of his sttbjects, publish, &c.” This is the 
ofSEbnee charged, and. the words set forth 
- in the record are the means we used—all 
the means and nothing^but the means, to 


accomplish these tremend^ 

Short as ^e pamgraph 
into two parts or propositions,; mid bis 
Majesty’s Attorney' General has fiitrly, 
candidly, and ingenuously taken them 
separately for the sake of distinction 
'accuracy. 

He declares that be has been induced to 
lay this information ex qfficio, because the 
paragraph comp]aine4 of, contains in his 
mind a direct attack upon his Majesty’s 
person; and that this is a thing so contrary ' 
to the fair, just, and full liberty of the 
press, that with every respect for that 
sacred and inestimable |Sririlege he could 
not, consistently with his duty, overlook 
this monstrous departure from it. Mr. 
Attorney .General tiiAi proceeds to ex- 
olain what he means by, and what he 
conceives to be the free vend genuine 
liberty of the English press. He declares 
it to be the right of free discussion in 
print—^the right of free,* fair, and full 
inquiry into the administration of public 
affairs-into the conduct of public men 
in the administration of public affairs— 
aud generally and freely into the written 
and printed discussion of all matters, to¬ 
pics, and things connected with and con¬ 
tributory to the state and happiness of 
man in society—provided always that 
such discussion shall be kept wilnin the 
bounds of temperance and morality; 
and he solem^nly and honourably declares, 
which I firmly believe, that he would 
oppose any endeavours that should be 
made to controul it, for to that liberty and 
to the noble exercise of it we are iiuiebted 
for every blessing that our forefathers ob¬ 
tained, and for the preservation of these 
blessings to the present da 3 % 

GenUc;men, 1 subscribe to the definition 
of his Majesty’s Attorney General. I ac¬ 
cept of it as of all that I desire—In my 
own name and in that of all the Jour¬ 
nalists of England, I accept of and re¬ 
cognize the boundaries which he has 
staled for the liberty of the press. It is 
a scope sufficient for every good purpose 
of legitimate ffeedom—sufficient to adroit 
of a vigilant and unequivocal censure of 
mal-administration, and of incapable, in¬ 
dolent, misguided or corrupt Min'sters; 
to exercise a free spirit of inquiry on 
every subject of religion, science, and 
morals, that can interest a people living un¬ 
der a Constitution of freedom, and desir¬ 
ous of perpetuating the blessings they 
enjoy. Ob! that the same fieodum tiMte 
pre|p were extended P> every part and 
portion of the inhabited globe! We should 
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l^a bear bo mom of ft pe<^e ci^ttkig so*, 
pnm while their GarernOteftt is atto^e'9 
••Mrf ancient Monarchies being overthrown, 
or of new tyrannies being trtampbant! 

The Learned Qentlemui handsomely 
and properly follows op this definition b^ 
an acknowledgement which saves niO this 
day some trooole^ and saves the (kiurt and 
you rome time, for he at once admits that 
first branch of the text wb^ch forais a 
. pwt of the record, is within the scope of 
the liberty which he thinks legitimate. 1 
thank him for the fair and candid conces¬ 
sion. It is worthy of the high and distin¬ 
guished sitoatioA which he holds: and 
becoming an honoorable and constitu¬ 
tional lawyer. He fairly admits that to 
say " a crowd ot blessings might flow 
" from a total change of system” is fair, 
because, thcragh it is 'not his opinion, it 
may be honestly mine. And if upon an 
examination and review of the measures 
of the King’s Ministers, or of any depart¬ 
ment of his Administration, a writer shall 
see cause for animadversion and censure, 
he thinks it within the fair and just pre¬ 
cincts of freedom that he should publish 
his thoughts. » He, therefore, does not as¬ 
cribe to this branch of the sentence the 
epithets that are upon the record. He 
does not certainly think of his Majesty’s 
Ministers as it appears that'I think of 
them, but lie gives me credil^for a fair dif¬ 
ference of opinion, and for honestly think¬ 
ing what 1 have openly said. How the 
Learned Gentleman, with the conviction 
on his mind, of the innocence of this 
branch of the sentence, ^couId yet put it 
on the record, and apply to it all the se¬ 
vere epithets of charge that stand against 
UR, it is for him to explain. It is not pos¬ 
sible for me to divine the cause, unless tlie 
Learned Gentlemtin should think this 
brapch of the sentence, necessary to intro¬ 
duce the second, as tending to its expla¬ 
nation. 

Bat, Gentlemen, i thank him for ex¬ 
empting me from the necessity of shewing 
you what I meant by a change of sys¬ 
tem. It would have become me to have 
shewn you, who are loyal subjects of 
your Sovereign, that by • a change of 
system I did not mean* a change in 
the frame of our Constitution or of our 
Government—Got! forbid-«and even the 
most suspected part of tffe sentencer would 
protect me from tha|: charge, because it 
speaks of the regular descent of the, Mo- 
nSftby to a legitimate successor; but I 
am relieved at once and for ever from all 
mixiety, and from all doubt upon this point; 


^ I should bo in a aunt perflottt ifitna- 
tkm inedeed, if it were otherway^, fiMT in¬ 
stead Of my being able to adduce the uni¬ 
form tenor and practice of my life, to jtli*' 
tify me -Irom • the imputation cast upon 
me for the last branch of the sentence, my 
whole life would be ap almost uninter¬ 
rupted series of'transgressions under tbe 
first. * 

For, Gendemen of the Jury, I do difisi* 
with tbe Honourable and Learned Gentle¬ 
man as to the character of the Adminis¬ 
tration, end as often and as long, as I have 
seen the Administration of bis Majesty’s* 
aflairs in stygh jjands, and so conducted, I 
have felt it iny duty to* say, that a total 
change of system would ' bestow a crowd 
of blessings on'his Majesty and on his 
People. It has' been niy creed—lit has 
been my invariable object, to state and to 
instil it into the minds of my fellow-sub¬ 
jects ; and happy would it have been for 
us all, jf I had been as successful as I have 
been industrious! For, Gentlemen, I have 
done it daily—three, hundred and thirteen 
times a year—for three and thirty years 
of my life have I proclaimed, that a total 
change of system would bestow a crowd of 
blessings on the country. It was clearly 
and perfectly known what I meant by a 
cliange of system—that I meant a change 
of measures, together, undoubtedly, with 
a* change of men, as a security to the 
country for a change of measures-i-and 
that the phrase meant no more, than to 
,impress upon the public mind this great, 
^indeniable Whigrooctrine, that the true 
magnificence, solidity and power of the 
British Throne re(]^«ired that the free 
choice of the King m the appointment of 
his Government should be stren^hened 
by the opinion and confidence of his peo¬ 
ple. Now, in the whole of tbe bventful 
period of my political life (into which 
there have been crowded more vicissitudes 
of human fortune—^more awful admoni- ‘ 
lions to Princes—and more important les¬ 
sons to mankind, than ever were known in 
any other portion of time), there never 
was one when the truth of the above 
maxim could be proclaimed with a more 
seasonable, a more lively, or a mgre ur¬ 
gent interest, than on Monday, the 2d day 
of October last, the day laid id the record ‘ 
for the ofience. 

But tbe Learned Grentleman says, most 
generously, that he does not quarrel wi^ 
me as to my opinion of his Majesty's pre¬ 
sent Ministers, and as to my wish ror a 
change of system—uor as to my idtea of 
Ae blessings that^wopld flotv from it. It 



0913 


by which they WiijiAt 
ft in* when 

^ King'll Cabmet hid 'Ijrolem QV|» after 
private treachery* i^inito.'the'aoandal ef 


uay be my oiriidMI* tlNMitaft Uftmet his— 
bat that whichihe of is the tkae 

that 1 bold oat le tlie coantry aa,0ie anly 

C eriod whea they taby hope lo<eiuoy the 
lessings that waold flow fimn sach 


change—*ad ha says that I mesa to inai- 
-naate that ao soph hope can be enters- 
tioatd daring the life of bis present Ma¬ 
jesty—bat that i proceed to state it may 
he expected flom the Successor of Geoige 
the nird. Having coiyored op this 
phantom of an insinuation, he very pro- 
fterly dresses it in the garb of terror to 
affright your loyalty, aiM to impress upon 
your minds the most horril^e images of 
^ivil discord—of the linxs of love 7hat 
bind the Sovereign to the^ people and the 
people to the Sovereijpi ‘being broken— 
and that the country is to be condemned 
to anarchy, because the King’s life is set 
op between Uiem and their hopes of hap¬ 
piness ! All this is dreadful—but where 
does the Learned Gentleman find all this ? 
Not in the record, |br there is not an tnu- 
esdo to thatofiect. It is re^ly hard upon 
Mr. Limbertand myself that the Attorney 
General should acquit us of what he finds 
upon bis own record, and then charge us 
with an insinuation that is not to be found 
there. Whence does he draw the infer¬ 
ence that he now puis upon the phra«e ? 
Not from foe simple words, for foey con¬ 
tain no such meaning—and not from tlie 
context, as 1 shall have the honour to 
shew you when 1 call your attention to 
the passages in the same paper, Which^ 
the Noble and Learned Lord permits mft 
to call for and put in as part of my De¬ 
fence. 

But first. Gentlemen, give me leave to 
call back your recollection to the period 
wf time, and to the very curious and in- 
ierestidg circumstances at the time of this 
pubhettinn. Gentlemen, it was imme¬ 
diately after the foilure of our most nota¬ 
ble and most calamitous Expedition to 
Waidieren, when almost every family ill 
this kingdom were covered with sorfow 
at the svoefol certainty of the loss of a 
lawband, a son, a brother, or a friend, or 
wfth foe still more agonizing apprehen- 
siom^the loss which they dreaded every 
peat wrowld b.‘ing them—Not losses from 
the ftM uoP battle, where death even to 
those dMi are nearest in blood to the suf¬ 
ferer* \wings with it foe consolation of the 
glory that shtoesorer the grave, but losses 
from ll^ (boat cruel neglect of the means 
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public duelling—It on tlt%total dts- 

orgaeiiaation of the Kingfa Government, 
when, humbled and mortified into a just 
but temporary sense of their own inc^ia- 
city, they had made a proposition to two 
great and illustrious Statesmen to support 
their tottering fabric. GentletOen, this 
paragraph made its appearance on the 
very day when the first faithful narrative 
of that overture to a negociation was com¬ 
municated to the public Ihrougb the me¬ 
dium of the Morning Chronicle. 

It foitonately happens to my friend and 
me, that there will to found in the columns 
of the same identical paper, ample-proof 
of the mind and intention with which the 
paragittph on the record was insetted— 
for, you will please to observe, that we 
are not charged with the writing of it. 
That is no part of the impdtation, for, in 
point of fact, it was a paragraph copied 
from another journal, which-is the uniform 
practice of all Editors, when they sec any 
thing that coincides with, or serves to 
corroborate their own sentiments, or that 
puts an idea in a new light. We are not 
striving to shelter ourselves from our direct 
responsibility for every part of the |ktper, 
written or copied, by tfos stateoadnt, but 
to, account to you for a distinction which 
you may observe in the mmiiier in which 
the passages that I shall refer ymu to, and 
this paragraph, are presented to the public 
eye. It is no more than a distinction 
which belongs to the mechanic part of 
the composition of a newspaper. That 
a hich is our own, or that a'hich is new— 
tliat which is important, or that which is 
peculiar to ourselves, we display in space, 
or in a different character from that which 
is borrowed, and that which may be -in 
every other paper as well as our own. 
With thisdistinciioix Gentlemen, you will 
view the whole paper—and .you will see 
whether the passages, to which I shall 
point your attention, which precede this 
in point of place, though separated from it 
—are not mta fide connected with it in 
sense, though disjoined in situation; and 
whether they will not lead your judgment 
to form a tru« estimate of the mind apd 
intention w^ith ^hich we admitted this 
tailpieceto tlie narrative. 

(To be hntimed.) 
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Tbercif in. a tineeure plae*, wbich u, at present, held by the Eahl oy Buckixguamshire (late Lord 
Hobart), which placd u worth <f^. 11,094, or, in words, eleven thousand and ninety-ftiur pounds, a year. 
The reversion of this enormons salary, that is to say, the possession of it nfler ike present postossoi^t 
death, has been obtained and secured by Loan Hardwicks,. not only for himself during his 4ife, but, 
beyond that, for the livet nf hit tte^tont ; and, this Lord Hardwicke it, as the reader will recollect., a 
dfoMcr 'of Mr. Cbarlss Yorks. 

Charies Yorke, of whom the public has, within the last twelve months, heard so much ; lhat 
Mr. Charles Yorke, who, upon Mr. Wardle’s opening of the Charges against our late Chieftain, solemnly 
dTClared his belief that ^ere was a Jacobinical Conspiracy on foo^gainst the illustrious House^of Bruns¬ 
wick i that Mr. Charles- Yorke, who, from the moment the Walcheren Inquiry began, moved the 
Sunding Order, for shutting the Debate Reporters out of the Oahihry'; that Mr.. Charles Yorke, who, 
whqn a motion was made for Inquiry, which motion was opposed by the minister, declared that he 
'thought it his duty (o stand by the minister, because the minister hqd resolved to stand by the king; 
ay^, that very Mr. Charles Yorke, has, within this week, received through the hands of that same 
minister, a grant, for life, of a sinecure place, (or place where nothing i< to be done) called a ’D^llership 
of the Exchequer, worth £. 2,700 a year; that is to say, he has thus secured, for his whole lifetime, 
tvw thousand seven hundred pounds a pear to be paid to him out of the taxes, raised upon the people of 
England. 



To THE Independent Freeholders 

OF THE 

County of Cambridcs. 

Latter I. 

Gentlemen : 

Mr. Charles Yoke’s haTing obtained a 
graift of a Sinecure Placf. has put it in 
your power to do more good, or more 
harm, to the cause of public liberty, than 
it has, for many years past, been in the 
potYer of any part of this kingdom to d(>,s 
or to leave undone ; and, as your conduct, 
upon this interesting occasion, must af¬ 
fect, in q, greater or less degree, the 
whole of your countrymen, you will not, 
1 hope, think it an act of presumption in 
me to state to you a few of thoke reasons, 
which,' in mv opinion, ought to prevent 
you from're-electing your late Member. 

Gentlemen, it is not necessary for me 
to remind the far greater part of you, that 
his Majesty’s family came not to the 
throne of this country in virtue of lineal 
descent ; but, that they were raised to that 
throne by Act of Parliament, which set- 
aside the direct descendants, and put his 
Majesty’s family in their place. This the 
people of England did because their rights 
had iieen trampled on by the kings of 
the Hojise of Stuart, and because they 
thought, that those rights would be pre¬ 
serve under the Rouse of Brunswick. 
Bfst, when they made this change, they 
did not make it without conditions^ An 
.Act was passed, which is commonly called 
the Act oeSbttlsmrnt ; but which is en- j 


titled An Act foi^ further limiting the 
Crotvn, and better securing the rights and li~ 
bertics qf the people.'* This Act is neither 
more nor less than a Statement, or rather. 
Declaration of the Conditions, upon which- 
the House of Brunswick shall enjoy the 
throne of these realms f and, amongst 
these conditions there is this: That no 
" person, who has an office or place cf profit 
under the king, or receives a pension from 
" the Craum, shall be capable qf serving as a 
“ member qf the House ^ Commons." Now, 
this provision having been introduced into 
^suen an Act of Parliament, an act the 
most important, perhaps, that ever was 
passed, clearly snows, how anxious our 
forefathers were to prevent members of 
parliament from being under the influence 
of the Crown. This provision was, how¬ 
ever, done away by a subsequent Act of 
Pafliament, passed at a time when- the 
people, -.vere less alive to their interests 
and their honour; and*, accordingly, vre 
nqw see a very great abundance of pen¬ 
sioners as well as placemen seated in the 
Commons’ House of Parliament; but, still, 
those who passed the act, by which this 
wholesome provision, was repealed, n-ere^» 
afraid or ashamed, to go the full loegth of 
at once opening the door to placemen and - 
pensioners, without check or controul, 
and, therefore, while they permitted 
placemen and pensioners to be ch^en 
members and sit in the House, mey had 
the decency ti> provide, that when any 
manq^rr his elccMon, became a placemau 
or a pensioner, he should quit bis seat, 
and should not,*of course, re entor tho 
M 
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House, unless he was re-elected by his 
former constituents, or by some other 
. bo^ of electors. 

The reasoning, upon which this mea¬ 
sure was attempted to be justified, was this; 
That, all that any one could ask for, on the 
part of the people,'W38, that they should 
na/oc (Juircfioice ; that, by sending the placed 
or pensioned man back to them, the power 
of rejecting him was given to them ; and, 
thah if they re-chose him, it was clear 
that they liked to have a place-man pr pen¬ 
sioner for their representtuive. How falla¬ 
cious, gawraUy speaking, was this sort of 
reasoning, I need hardly point ohit to you; 
for you must all recollect, that it has been 
oflered to be proved at the bar of the 
House of Commons, that in the election 
of more than one half of the members of 
that House the people have, in fact, no¬ 
thing at all to do. But, as applied to 
COUMTIES, and to open boroughs, like 
Southwark and Wes^tminster, and some 
others, the reasoning is fair enough; for 
there, though the taxing system has 
created a dreadful influence in favour of 
placemen and pensioners, it is the fault of 
the people ; it is, and niust be, owing to a 
fault in them, if a person unworthy their 
sufiragus be re-elcclcd and sent back to 
parliament, and for which fault they are 
answerable not only to their own con-t 
sciences and to their children, but to their 
countrymen at large; for the man they 
tiius return has the power of assisting the 
making of laws to ta# and to bind the * 
whole nation, and, besides, to whatever 
political principles he is known to possess, 
they, by re-electing him, publicly and 
irrevocably give their sanction. 

Thus, then. Gentlemen, it is now to be 
seen, auTl must, in the course of a few 
days, be seen, whether you like to have a 
placeman, and' a sinecure placeman too, 
for your representative ; and whether you 
are ready to give your public and irrevp- 
eable sanction to the political principles of 
your late 'member. What those princi. 
pies are you know pretty well already ; 
but, it may not be amiss, now that be is 
appealing to you as judges of his past 
conduct, to take a view of some of the prm 
minent parts of that conduct during the 
last and the present session of pai-Iiament. 

To name the Investigation, relative to 
the Conduct of the Puke of York, is to re¬ 
call to your roemoiy a crowd of circum¬ 
stances that need qo repeating here. 
Well; wliea |hat Investigation was ^ 
' moved for by M». 'WAantE; when this 
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gentleman, to whom the nation is 
much indebted, came honestly forwara 
with ipecifc charges against the Duke 
of York, you must remember how ha 
was assailed by men on both side^ of the 
House ; but by no one was he assailed so 
furiously as by Mr. Charles Yorke, who 
had the confidence to ascribe Mr. War- 
dle's charges to the instigation of Jacobins 
and Conspirdtors. His Speech, upon that 
occasion, I will now insert here, because it 
is one of his political acts by which you 
ought to judge him; and upon the merits 
of which you have now to decide by your 

votes. The Speech was as fallows:- 

" Mr. Yorke observed that he never lis- 
“ tened to a charge morS serious, and he 
" had heard it with the greatest possible 
** concern, both on account cj the Com- 
" mandcr in Chief, and the hon. gent, who 
“had brought it forward, (bear! hear!) 
“ who took so heavy a responsibility upou 
“ himself. But he was glad that the house 
•' had come at last to some Charges against 
“ his royal highness the ('onimandcr in 
“ Chief in a tangible form. At length they 
“ could reach in a tangible shape some of 
“ those libels which had for some time 
" past been more assiduously an^ pertina- 
" ciousiy circulated than at any former 
“ period in this countrjf so prolihe fh li- 
“ bels. Ptibljcations which he would 
“ tiyat as libels, (hear ! hear!) had lately 
“ appeared against the Commander in 
Chief, and these had been circulated with 
' “ a pertinacity hitherto unexampled. He 
" was glad therefore that something was 
“ now brought forward in a tangible form, 
“ and he hoped the House would do its 
“ duty to itseli^ to the country, and to tlie 
“ Royal House of Brunswick—(Loud cries 
“ of hear! hear !); that blame might rest 
“ where it ought to be fixed, and that if 
“ lliere was no ground for these accusa- 
“ tions, justice might be done to thc'Com- 
“ mandcr in Chief. *■ And he sincerely 
“ hoped, that if the latter should turn out 
“ to be the fact, the hon. gent, would be 
“ enabled to acquit himself, by shewing at 
“ least, that there existed some probable 
“ reasons in support of the heavy charge 
" which he had taken upon himself. For 
my own part, Mr. Yorke continued, I 
" believe that th%|’e exists a Conspiracy of 
“ the most atrocious and diabolical kind 
“ against hi.s royal highness (loud cries of 
“ hear! hear !)-^burided on the Jacolp- 
“ nical spirit which appeared at the com- 
" mehcement of the French revolution; 
“ for though this spirit did not shew iuelf 
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in exactly in the same form as at first, when 
once raised it was not easily quelled, 
“ and it never could promote its views with 
” better hopes of success than by talking 
“ down illustrious persons—(hear! hear!) 
*' It was the object to write down his royal 
" highness—It was no less so to write down 
“ all the eslablishinents of the country. 
" By means of the press, the liberty of 
“ which was s* valuable, ariB the liccn* 
tiousness of which was so pernicious, it 
** appeared to be the design of the Conspi- 
" rators to write down the military system 
** through the Commander in Chiefs—the 
army through its generals, and other 
establishuienis through the persons most 
conspicuous in'each—and of this [)lau 
'' the present was only a particular in- 
" stance, (bear! hear!).—He was glad 
“ that this enquiry was to take place, be- 
cause there was in the country a con- 
" spiracy against all that was eminent in 
the state. 'They all knew what that spi- 
" rit was upon which this conspiracy was 
•' founded; and though it was not the 
“ same at present as at the time of the 
« French revolution, yet, as the late JUr. 

" Pitt had truly said, “ the Jacobinical 
“ spirit, when once rouscil, is not easily 
" put down.'' The spirit was not yet ex- 
“ tirfet, and the consequence was a conspi- 
" racy for talking and wntipg down every 
‘‘ thing illustrious and eminent in thckna- 
“ tion—to run down the royal family 
" through the duke of York, and to run* 
“ down the army through its generals. 
*' This was a consequence of a free press, 
" the freedom of which was justly consi- 
" dered the palladium of libeny, but whose 
" licentiou.ines.s was the destruction of civil 
" society. That licentiousness of the press 
“ had been actively directed against the 
" illustrious person who was the object of 
this motion, and who from his station 
“ and all his past services, might be sup- 
" posed secure frofti its attacks. Let 
" blame fall where it ought; but the 
House ought to consider the illustrious 
•* object against whom the charge was di* 
reeled; they ought to consider his high 
station in tfie country, %nd the eminent 
" services which be had performed for the 
country, in the state to which he had 
" brought the army—(fie&r.) What was 
" the state of the army when he became 
"Commander in Chief? It scarcely de- 
*(|Perved the name of an army, and it was 
"how found by experience to be, in pro- 
“ portion to, its numbers, the best‘army 
" that ever existed. .The best mode to do 


" justice to the sovereign—to do justice to 
" the Hiigh character now impeached—and 
" to do justice to the country, would, per- 
" haps, be to appoint a Parliamentary 
“ Commission, with power to examine 
" each party on oath—(loud crie s of hear I 
“ hear ! from 4}otii shies of the House.) 
" The gentleman might have cireium-' 
" stances in view to support these charges, 
" which he believetl to be founded in 
" truth. He only spoke of this Cominis- 
“ sion .with reference to his own argu- 
" raent. He had said that he hclievea a 
" Conspiracy to exist, and if the Housa 
" could gtf along with him, and suppose 
“ that this was actually the case, he threw 
“ out for their consideration, whether a 
“ Parlianien!..iry Commission with power 
to examine on oath was not preferable 
to a Committee. He could not think he 
" had done his duty if he had not thrown 
" out this idea for consideration. The 
" importance of the ^ubject well deserved 
" such a riioTle of proceeding. But at all 
" events, he was happy that the matter 
" would now be properly investigated." 

Gentlemen ; of all the hateful modes of 
assailing truth and justice, the most hate¬ 
ful a^suredly is, that of vaising false im¬ 
putations against the advocates of truth 

and justice.-Mark, now, the conduct 

of the man, wliom you sent to the parlia¬ 
ment as your representative. He hears 
a member distinctly charge a son of the 
king with acts extremely injurious to the 
' nation ; and whaffdoes he thereupon say ? 
Does he say, that he is ready to give the 
charge an impartial hearing; and that 
justice ought to be done upon the high as 
well as the low ? Does he wait with pa¬ 
tience for the proofs, either of guilt or in¬ 
nocence ? No ; none of thesci; l?ut, with¬ 
out more ado; not having boldness enough 
to deny the charge; not having the confi¬ 
dence to assert the chSirges, or any part 
qf them,* to be false, he endeavours to er- 
cite a prejudice against the charges alto¬ 
gether, by ascribing them to the crafty 
wiles of Jacobins and Conspirators, who 
were making use of the press ff#r the pur- 
ose of overthrowing the " iUmtrious House 
of Brunswick.** Of the existence ot any 
such conspiracy he had no proof; it was 
out of his power to state a single circum¬ 
stance in corroboration of such a charge ; 
there was scarcely the possibility ot be¬ 
lieving such a charge to be true. But, if 
vou could suppose it possible, that he him¬ 
self believed the charge Jo he true at the 
time when be made it, what can you think 
M 2 
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of him for having, to the last, safiered the 
charge to remain mrelracted ? He saw the 
proofs that Mr.'Wardle brought forward ; 
he heard all that we heard upon the sub¬ 
ject j but never, during the whole of the 
proceedings, did he, in any shape what¬ 
ever, retract his charges against the prest, 
the ci;aniping of whicii, oven at. that time, 
seems tb have been resolved upon, and in 
the performance of which service he 
scents^ for reasons best known to himself, 
to have taken the lead. It was se^, by 
those most deeply interested, that, unless 
the liberty of the press was destroyed, 
they would never‘be safe. The cry of 
Jacobinism was, therefore, revived. Mr. 
Robert Wharton published a dirty 
amphlct about Jacobinism, and he has 
ecB since made a Secretary of ike Treasury. 
This attempt to frighten, to scare, to ter¬ 
rify, did, however, fail: the nation was 
not, a second time, to be frightened out of 
its senses; and, the Inguirj'’ relative to the 
conduct of the Duke; the disclosure of all 
the scandalous transactions brought to 
light by that Inquiry, conlirtned the na¬ 
tion in its disbelief of the preachers of 
alarm. 

I beseech yoa,dGentleraen, to reflect a 
little upon the tendency of conduct such 
as I have here described to you. We are 
continually told of the necessity of manU, 
mity, in order to enable us to resist our 

r iwerful enemy; but, how is it possible ; 

say possible, for us to be tmanimous, 
while, upon every ocousion, when we 
dilfer in opinion from such men as Mr. 
Yorke, or, rather when we make com¬ 
plaints, which lie does not approve of, we 
are called Jacobins, Conspirators, and enemies 
if the House of Brunswick; that is to say, 
traitors; hr, in other words, nun meriting 
the gallows ? Is this the way to make us 
unanimous ? Is this the way to induce 
■s to spend our '^iast shilling and shed 
the last drop of our blood" in bpposing 
Buonaparte ? We now complain, that |bls 
Gentleman has contrived to fasten himself 
upon us for life at the rate of 2,700/. a 
year, and, because we complain of such 
things, .he calls us Conspirators against 
the f|ouse of Brunswick; and this, forsoothj 
is to induce us to be unanimous not only in 
defendiug the country against an invader, 
but III approving of all 'the measures of 
which this same Mr. Yorke chooses to 
8fM/iove. Verily, such men as Mr. Yorke 
muai look upon us as a people superlatively 

Lviort I come to Mr. Yorke’s conduct; 
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during the present session of parliament,, 

I must beg your attention to one particu¬ 
lar passage in his Speech above-quoted. 

I allude to that, where he, upon the as¬ 
sumed ground of the charges of Mr. War¬ 
dle having arisen out of the esdstence of a 
Jacobinical Conspiracy, proposed the In¬ 
quiry to take place before a Parliamen- 
TARV Commission, and not at the bar qf the 
House. ThisSs well worthjaof your notice. 
Upon that occasion, the person who had the 
confidence to propose a close Inquiiy, was 
a person returned to parliament by you. 

It was to you that the nation ow'ed an 
attempt, at that time, to cause the Inquiry 
to be kept from the bar of the House; 
because it was you, whb sent Mr. Yorke 
to the House of Commons. 

Exactly in the same spirit has he acted . 
with regard to the present Inquiry. First, 
he both speaks and votes against Lord Por- 
chcstcr’s motion for the Inquiry; and, un¬ 
able to prevent its taking plact, what does 
he next do, why enforces the Standing 
Order for the exclusion of Strangers, by 
which means he well knows, that the peo¬ 
ple will, in the first place, not get at what 
passes until some days later, and that the 
thing will thereby be rendered less inte¬ 
resting ; next, that, though all the ques¬ 
tions and answers wili/n»//y be published, 
yet that, coming out in such masses, the 
evidence will be read by comparatively 
few persons; and, thirdly, that the peo- 
nle will never know by whom the several t^uea- 
' tions have been put, nor see any account of 
the speeches made during the progress of 
the Inquiry, which, as we know from last 
year’s experience, must be of t^e greatest 
importance in enabling us to judge of the 
conduct and views of the several mem¬ 
bers. In short, the shutting of the doors 
of the Gallery was doing ail that it was 
possible for any man to do to keep from the 
people a knowdedge of the facts relating to 
the Walcheren Expedition, and also a 
knowledge of the conduct of the members 
of parliament relative to the Inquiry into 
those facts. Besides himself there was but 
one man in the whole House (Mr. Wind¬ 
ham), who openjy justified the measure, of 
which it was impossible to mistake the 
motive. Even the ministers would not 
say, that they Approved of the thing. It 
was to have the appearance of being the 
act of an independent country gentleman ; the 
act of a county member; a man who had 
nothing at all to do with the ministers; 
but, nTho had, as.it were by accident, taken 
it into Me head, that it was right to shut the 
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gallery; and who could have no interest 
ht all in the matter, not he! Gentlemen, 
if therie were, amongst you, some persons, 
who viewed his conduct in this light, what 
must have been your surprize, what your 
shame and indignation, at seeing, in the 
course of a short fortnight, the minister 
come to the House and inform it, that this 
independent country gentleman, this tnem- 
ber for the county of Cambridge had accept¬ 
ed of a place under the Crown; had be- 
CQine even a Sinecure Placeman; had got 
a Crown grant upon the taxes; had fasten¬ 
ed himself upop you as well as the rest of 
the people of England,'for his whole life 
time, at the rate of 2,700/. a year? 

Gentlemen, look here well into the con¬ 
duct of this man. You kiiQW how heavy 
is the wei^it of your taxes. You know 
well how uiificult it is for you to get to¬ 
gether money wherewith to satisfy the al¬ 
most daily demands of the tax-gatherer. 
The whole* train of assessors, inspectors, 
supervisors, and surchargers of endless 
descriptions fail not to remind you of the 
burdens of taxation. Well, j'ou hope, 
iiowever, that what is thus raised upon 
you will be expended for none but uscftil 
purposes ; or, at least you have a right to 
expect this; ^d you choose two persons, 
called your Representatives, to see, on 5 'our 
part, that the money raised upon you in 
taxes is expended only Tor useful pur¬ 
poses ; but, what does one of these your 
represtmauves do ? Why, Ac takes 2,1001. 
a year of these taxes to himself; he doe* 
nothing for this money; and he gets a 
grant from the Crown, which is to compel 
you, and the rest of us, to-pay him out of 
the taxes, this 2,700/. a year as lung as he 
lives; and, what is, if possible, still worse 
than all the rest, he has now the conti* 
dence, the assurance, the unparalleled ef¬ 
frontery, to appeal to you to judge of his 
conduct, and to call upon you to choose 
him again; that iu to say, to give him 
another opportunity of making a pull at 
your purse. 

Gentlemen, in his Address* to you, 


* To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free¬ 
holders of the County of Cambridge. 

Gentlemen, • 

His Majesty having been graciously 
pleased, without any solicitation or 
expectation whatever on my part, to ap¬ 
point me one of the Tellers of his Ex¬ 
chequer, the trust, wiih^ which I have so 
repeatedly, and for so many years, been 


upon this occasion, he talks about your'" 
“ tiberol and candid good will,*’ which, if 
it mean any thing at all, certainly'meaps 
something very different indeed from 
what is, upon all occasions, visible in hie 
character. He trusts, that he has done 
nothing to offepd you, " because .... 
because, what? Why, because his con- 
science assures him, that he has endeavour¬ 
ed to discharge his duty towards you. 
What! was it, then, a part of his duty to 
take to himself2,700/. a year of themoney 
that fan appointed him to watch over ? 
Did he ask you to give him this salary for 
doing nothing ? Did. he ask you, whe¬ 
ther he ought to accept of it ? He tells ' 
you “ that Ilis Majesty has been gracious- 
“ pleased, without any solicuation or ex- 
" pectaiion on his part, to appoint him 
“ one of the Telkrs qf his Exchetpur'* 
So, you are to believe, if you will, that 
the king forced the 2,700/. a year upon 
him; foi*, if you do not believe this, of 
what consequence fs it to you, whether 
he solicited or expected the place, or whe- 


honoured by you, has again devolved into 
your hands; my ^seat in parliament hav¬ 
ing thereupon become yacant.- 1 hope 

I may presume to throw myself once more 
upon your indulgence, and upon that 
liberal and candid good-will and support, 
which 1 have so often experienced. I 
trust that I have never done any thing 
that can justly deprive me of your good 
opinion, which w my chiefest pride ; be¬ 
cause my conscience assures me, (hat 
during the twenty years which I have, 
spent in serving you, I l\ave at least en¬ 
deavoured, upon all occasions, to dis-> 
charge my duty to you and my country 
with the utmost zeal, diligencot End fide¬ 
lity.- 1 regret that the vacancy of my 

seat at this moment hits" prevented me 
from continuing to give my best assistance 
in forwarding and bringing to a conclusion 
leveral important Bills now depending in 
Parliament, for the security and improve¬ 
ment both of the County and EIc. 
Should it be your good pleasure again to 
elect me one of your Meraliers, I nhall 
apply my best diligence and imiustry in 
furthering and couipleting'as well these, 
as all other measures that can contribute 
to the wealth and prosperity of both the 
districts of the county, and generally, to 
the advantage and happiness of the Em¬ 
pire at large.—I have the honour to be 
Gentlemen, &c , » Yoseb 

Ckorks-street, JFeb.QS, 1810. 
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'' ther it came of itseif. He has the place ; 
he has taken care to have a grant iqr life 
of the 2,Toot, a year’; and. unless he can 
prove, that the king compelled him to have 
It, these miserable pretences do not at all 
mend the matter. There arc, in most 
cases, two ways of expressing a thing, 
and, if Mr. Yorke had expressed himself 
in plain' terms he would have begun his 
Address thus: « The king’s minister has 
" just got fill me a grant of 2,700/. a year 
*' for life out of the taxes raised upon you 
" and the rest of the nation, whic^ you 
“ sent me to parliament to take care of; 
" in return for wliich I am to ^o nothing 
“ at all, except to vote for the said mi- 
*• Ulster.” This would have been more 
plain in terms; but, tlie sense would hare 
been the same; and, leally. you must 
be made of no common mould, if you can 
read this supercilious Address wiliiout 
strong emotions of indignation. ’I’lie lat¬ 
ter part of it roniams a sort ol’ threat, that 
his re-election is nec<?Ssary to "the success 
of your private hills now before parlia¬ 
ment. Gentlemen ; believe not .t vvuni of 
this. Any member of the IL use can Ibr- 
ward those bills as wcll as Mr Yorke can. 
This is an a[>peal^ not to good seii.se and 
public spirit; but, it is a clirect appeal to 
ignorance and selfishness, of which he 
evidently payts you the conipbment to 
suppose you -abu<idanlly stored. 

The Address of Mr. BciuirLi. * ; the 

■ — ■ ^ 

* To the Freehoiders of the County of 
Cam’oridge. 

Gestlemex ; His Maje.sty’s Ministers 
having thought fit to reward the services 
of Mr. Yorke, by granting to him for life, 
the very lucrative appointment of Teller 
of the Hxcheipier, his Seat in Parliament 
has become vacant; as on such occasions 
the Constitution has wisely declared, that 
Freeholders and Llqcturs should decide on 
the propritty of such Grants, and on the 
political Merits of the Gentleman on wiioiii 
they are < onferred.—In the present Crisi.s, 
your decision involves so many ini[>oriant 
Considerations, that it must be looked to 
with eagerness and anxiety by all who 
have a just sense of the Situation of tho 
Country.—Iir suppoitiiig x\Ir. Yorke, you 
support the men, who, by their councils, 
hare sacrificed so many of our gallant 
countrymen, and exposed the nation to 
unparalleled failures in every part of Eu¬ 
rope who have uniformly re.sisted or 
evaded, those inquiries* which their con¬ 
duct so imperhiusly demanded: but above 


principles of which have been adopted by 
the opponent of Mr. Yorke, is good as feir 
as it goes ; and is excellent when com¬ 
pared to that of Mr. Yorke, who does not 
condescend to say, that he will ever move 
hand or foot in support of your rights and 
liberties. Indeed, considering the con¬ 
duct of Mr. Yorke, it is almost impossible 
not to derive advantage from a change. It 
is not withiiv.thc compass of probability, 
that you should make the matter worse ; 
and, one very powerful argument in favour 
of the opposing candidate, is, that he is 
not a person at all likely, from any motive 
whatever, to seek after, or accept oj, a 
Sinecure Place. But, the great thing for 
you to consider is. in my opinion, that, if 
you ag.iiii cliiiosc Mr Y^orke, you will, in 
that act, iilciitily youi.selvt*.s with him a.s 
to .ill thtve pimc'j'lt'S, of willed, for some 
time pa.st, he has be<-ti the most hardy ad¬ 
vocate. In his om-ny re-snecting a Jaco¬ 
binical Con^;>lI•al y ; m Ins.seeing his face 
against inquiry ; in all his attacks upon 
the Press ; and fniali), in his taking a 
Sinecure Place for lili-; m all tliosethings, 
you, ii you re-elect him, will iieeoine par- 

all, you support the man, who, when the 
wisd’om of Parliament had at length 
yielded to inquiry, was. foremost in.ylc- 
priving the people of the melancholj^ con¬ 
solation of heartng the progress of that in- 
teielliiig exaniiiialion.—it becomes me, 
liowcvcr, in presuming to solicit your suf- 
,fi-ages,lo explain ihe line of eonduct which 
it Isiny intention to pursue.—I .shall firm- 
IV'co-operate with those who wish to re¬ 
duce the lavish expenditure vif public 
rn'jney. To the rights of the subject—to 
the ini!e)>v‘ndcnce of ParliauieiU—to the 
vigilant exercise of its duties, 1 am sincere¬ 
ly and upon prineijile attached. The Li¬ 
berty of the Press will always find in me 
a zealous supporter; and it will be my 
constant endeavour to promote, not to 
stifle, discussion of topics in W'hicli all 
Englishmen are, or ought to be, interested. 
—It only remains for me to say, that I 
shall take the earliest opportunity of pre¬ 
senting my.self to the Freeholders) and of 
assuring them, that if they do me the ho¬ 
nour of entrusting their intei'ests to my 
charge, those interests will never be sacri¬ 
ficed, nor the privite businessof the Coun¬ 
ty suspended, by my acceptance of a 
Sinecure Office, however lucrative, from 
any Administration.—I have the honouf, 
&c. P«Tnti Robert Dhumhond Burrell. 
PiccattiUy, March ‘V, 1810. 
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ties; and, yon will therein do an injury 
to your country 'as great as you have the 
ower to do. Mr. Yorke has told you of 
is twenty years of parliamentary service. 
During that time he has always been a 
supporter of the ruling party, and has, for 
some years of the time, been a minister 
himself, or, at least, one of the ministry. 
Now, then, if you were to ask him what 
had ktn done for you, during that time, 
what could he answer } Your taxes have 
been increased four-ff)ld in the twenty 
years ; the National Debt has been in¬ 
creased in the same proportion ; the In¬ 
come and Assessed Taxes have been im¬ 
posed daring that time; upwards of twenty 
thousand Foreign Troops have been intro¬ 
duced and established here ; and, during 
the same time, France, whom Englidimcn 
used to sp^k of with contempt, has con¬ 
quered almost the whole of the continent, 
of every nation of which, during this series 
of conquestjS England has been the Ally^ 
During almost the whole of Mr. Yovke’s 
parliamentary career ; during the twenty 
years that you have returned him to par¬ 
liament, our government has lieeii engaged 
in the deliverance qf Europe from the ambi¬ 
tious encroachments ol’France; and, at the 
close of his career (for I trust »t is over) the 
French have subdued the whole of Europe, 
3 little speck or two in the Southern Pe¬ 
ninsula excepted. Ills Uv^th <f service, 
therefore, will hardly be an argumeftt in 
his favour. 

In cases of this sort, men are apt to b(* 
very forward with their tongues; Imt, un¬ 
fortunately, there they stop. They com¬ 
plain of oppression : they complain of the 
burdens and the vexations they have to 
endure ; each individual is, at all times, 
ready thus to comp/azn; but, few," in general, 
are those, who are reaily to exert them¬ 
selves in the way of obtaining redress. To 
obtain redress, or to endeavour to obtain 
it, is the busihessof |he whole community; 
and, thereK)rc, itis, thatbut too many, indi¬ 
viduals are inclined to leave the work to 
their neighbours, who, on their part, are 
full as willing to leave the work to those 
individuals. Thus it is, that no redress is 
obtained ; and thus are we compelled to 
bear burthen upon burthen even to the 
weighing of us down to tl^ earth. If, in¬ 
deed, you are satisfiet^; if j'ou think it 
right, that your money should be taken 
from you to support Sinecure Placemen; 

then, you wilt act consistently in re¬ 
electing Mr. Yorke; but, then, remgmber, 
that all your'future complaints abeut the 


vvejght of taxes will be a‘fit subject for 
.ridicule andscorn. Nor will this apply to 
thosd of you only who vote for him. it 
will apply, and with cquai justice, to 
every man, who does not vote against him..; 
nay, perhaps, the latter ought To be con¬ 
sidered as the worst of the two. 

(I'entlemen, Mr. Yorke belongs to a set 
of persons, who have arrogated to tliem- 
sclvi.'s, exclusively, the name of « the 
King’s Friends,” thereby necessaiily in¬ 
sinuating, that the king has enemies 
amongst hi.s subjects. Nothing can well 
be more audaciou.s than this. It is the 
custom o^^hese persons to consider it as 
a matter of course, thsit all-those who op¬ 
pose them, are enemies of the king, (len- 
tiumen, you have lately, I mean within 
these few years, seen a great many prea- 
lators, or public robbers, detected and ex¬ 
posed ; and, 1 beg j'ou to observ e, and 
bear it in your mind, that all of them, 
without a single exception, have been 
distinguishi;d for tUeir proi'cssioi^ of loy¬ 
alty, and have called themselves " king^s 
friends;” while, on the other hand, not 
one of those, Who have, at any time, been 
denominated Jacobins, has ever been ac¬ 
cused, or even suspected, of any act of 
public robbery. Here, therefore, is a com¬ 
plete answer to all Mr. YorJke’s big talk 
about loyalty, which, it would seem, is [los- 
■scssed by no one, who does not, in one 
way or another, live upon the public. 
Thq gentleman, who is the declared oppo¬ 
nent of Mr. Yorke, has a large fortune in 
your county, and^ias certainly every mo¬ 
tive which a man can have fur supporting 
the laws and constitution of England ; 
yet, 1 venture to predict, that the |)arti- 
zam of this Sinecure Placeman will, by 
insinuation at least, accuse him of being a 
Jacobin and a Leveller. 

The real friends of the king, Gentle- 
meu, are those who endeavour to cause 
truth to j'each his ears* and who have set 
titeir faces against corruption and a consequent 
waste qf the public money; and these are 
precisely the persons, whom men like 
Mr. Yorke represent as the enemies of 
the king. It has been thus in all the 
pountries that Buonaparte has sirbdued ; 
and, it was thus in the old gwvi riiment of 
France itself. When the people have 
complained of their burdeii-s, wlseii they 
have besought a redress of their griev¬ 
ances, they hiuc been answered by accu¬ 
sations of disle^aity, and, upon the ground 
of that charge, their grievances have been 
augmented by the very*me»tis employed 



to prevent the necessity of yielding to 
their just and reasonable requests. The 
final consequence has generally been* that, 
when attacked, those countries have fallen 
en easy prey to the enemy. fVe have 
stood astonished spectators of that series 
of conquests, Here the conqueror was to 
be met; tAere he was to b’e beaten ; now, 
and dien again, his career was to be put an 
end to. Alas ! we have always been dis¬ 
appointed ; each succeeding hope has 
been destroyed almost as soon as con¬ 
ceived; till, at last, the contest* is re¬ 
duced to the simple point, whether Eng¬ 
land shall be subdued or nob. In this 
state of things, who is the really loyal 
subject: the man, who is, and always has 
been, the supporter of every species of 
waste and corruption; or the man, who 
endeavours to pot an end to that waste, 
and to root up that corruption ? 

Gentlemen, by those who are the most 
bold, or, rather, desperate, in supporting 
conoiption, it has bean broadly asserted, 
that all the nation is corrwpt ; that the people 
are more corrupt than those w'ho have 
bought and sold seats in parliament; and 
that corruption begins ai tlw bottom and is 
more inveterate there. Gentlemen, so 
false and foul a charge as ibis never was, 
in my opiaiun, before preferred. What! 
Because a man, by money, probably taken 
from the public purse, is able to corrupf 
some score or two of miserable wretches in 
a rotten borough, and thereby to procure 
his return to parliament^ because, seats in , 
parliament are obtained in this manner, 
are we to admit the truth of the accusa¬ 
tion, that the whole of the people are cor¬ 
rupt ; that corruption is as general as the 
air; and, that, therefore, there is no harm 
in corruption, or in any species of public 
robbery ? The city of Westminster and the 
Borough of Southwark have proved that 
they, at least, merjt not this accusation; 
and I do earnestly hope, that the county 
of Cambridge will follow their examplfe, 
and, in so doing, set a noble example to 
other counties. There never was, per¬ 
haps, an occasion, when any body of elec¬ 
tors had so fair an opportunity of distin¬ 
guishings themselves as you have at this 
moment. The general principles of 
Mr. Yorke; his proved hostility to some 
of the dearest of our rights; his recent 
conduct, and his recent reward; his being 
compelled to appeal to the people, just 
enriched, as he is, with a sinecure, a thing, 

I believe, never befor% grasped at by a 
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wmty member,£ven in the most shatneless 
of times: all these circumstances com¬ 
bined have naturally excited an uncom¬ 
mon degree of interest as to the ensuing 
election, and have fixetl upon you tim 
, eyes of the whole nation: every one is 
waiting to know, whether the being a 
Cambridgeshire man shall, in future, be 
considered as a mark of honour or of shame. 
The case is |o plain, that it admits not of 
dispute. It is not like ordinary cases, 
where men on both sides may claim credit 
for uprightness oi' intention. Here there 
can be no allowance for error of judgment. 
Your csnduct must be rfght, or your in¬ 
tention must be wrong. The great, and, 
indeed, as 1 should hope,^the only danger, 
will arise from negligence. Great is the 
majority of those Freeholders in every 
county, who may, if they will; act an in¬ 
dependent part; but, then, they are 
apt to be backward to act at all, which 
is, in a case like the present^ full as dis¬ 
graceful as it is to act wrong. What 
remorse must that man feel, who, having 
had it in his power to save the honour ef 
his county, and to do so great a service 
to his country, shall neglect to do it, 
through indolence orfromany insignificant 
motives ? Each man of you should feel 
upon this occasson, as if the salvatioji of 
your country depended upon his single 
I efibrts. Instead of each man saying, 
wh^ can / do; each one should say, the 
I whole depends upon me; if i am not 
,•there, no one will be there; it is upon my 
voice that the honour of my county and 
the good of my country rest. And, how 
little, alas! is the trouble or the cost of 
the .requisite exertions ! Which of you 
.does net spend, every month in the year, 
more time and more money in mere 
amusements: in pursuits, which when 
compared to the one now contemplated, 
are too trifling to merit a thought ? In 
the hope that each man of you will put 
this question seriously to himself, and in 
reserving some further observations for 
another Letter, 1 remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your friend, 

and obedient Servant, 

W“. COBBETT. 

London, 8tA March, 1810. 

• _ 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Lord Chatham.- In page 281 of tfio 

present Volume, the famous Narrative of 


POLITICAL R^OlSTfiR.—Lortj Chatham. 



8G9] MABCn iO, lBlQ.-^Lord Chatham. [STO 


Lord Chatham was inserted. On Friday 
and Monday last, a debate took plane, in 
the House of Commons, upon a motion of 
Mr. Whitbread, the purport of which 
was, a censure on Lord Chatham for hav¬ 
ing laid the said Narrative before the king, 
and, upon which , motion the ministers 
were left in Minority, there being for the 
motion 221 and against it 188.-Pre¬ 

vious to this, there was another question 
carried against the ministers, the history 
of which was as follows.——Lord Chat¬ 
ham, after his Narrative was before the 
House, was questioned upon the point, 
whether he had not laid some other paper 
before the king, relative to the Expedi¬ 
tion; but, upon tl\|s head his lordship po- 
sitively rtfused to give any answer. Where¬ 
upon Mr. Whitbread moved an address 
to the king fdr the production of any such 
paper, if any such had been laid before 
him. The ministry opposed this motion; 
but, it was l^na*lly carried against them. 

-The answer from the king was, that 

he had no other paper of the kind from 
Lord Chatham; but, that, on the 15th of 
January, his lordship did lay before him 
this same Narrative. Let us, however, as 
the best, and even the shortest way, in¬ 
sert the king’s answer.-“ The Earl of 

" Chjitham having requested his Majesty 
to permit him tt) present his report to 
his Majesty, and having Jso requested 
*' that his Majesty would not communicatt it 
far the pT.Sint, his Majesty received it 
on the \5ih of Janwtry last, and kept it 
till the 10th of this month, when, in con- 
*' sequence of a wish having been ex- 
" pressed by the Earl of Chatham, to cor- 
*• red the sanw, his Majesty returned it to 
him. The report, as altered, ,was again 
“ tendered to his Majesty, by the Earl of 
Chatham, on the 14fA of this month, when 
** his Majesty directed it to be delivered 
•• to his Secretary of State, and his Ma- 
*'jesty has not keptr.any copy or minute 
“ of this Report, as delivered at either of 
those times, nor has he had at any time 
" any other report, memorandum, narra- 
" tive, or paper, submitted to him by the 
" Earl of Chatham'relating to the late ex- 

** pedition to the Scheldt.”-Upon this 

answer being given to the House the afore- 
znentioned debate took place; and, as was 
before stated, the.motio& of censure upon 
L^rd Chatham was carried against the mi¬ 
nisters, who made every effort to prevent the 

passing of such censure.-^This debate, 

though it lasted two days, or, wither, 
is by no means an interesting one. 


It was so managed as to present ns with 
the view of a mere battle for power; and, 
so milch of the indirect object of it peeped 
out, that it lost much of the high character, 

which of right belonged to it.-^The re* 

solutions, proposed in Mr. Whitbread’s 
original motion, were these;—"FiRST.That 
" John Earl of Chatham* having requested 
" permission of his Majesty to presenb to 
" him a narrative of his proceedings, did 
" on the 1.5th of January, privately sub- 
“ mit to the King a paper, bearing date 
“ the 13<h of October, purporting to be a 
" narrative of the proceedings or his Ma- 
" jesty’s land forces under his command, 
" of which he withheld all knowledge from 
“ his Majesty’s Ministers, and the Admiral 
" commanding the naval part of the £x- 
" pedition, whose conduct he had impli- 
" cated in no fewer than twelve parts of 
" his narrative, and that on the 10th of 
“ February it had been returned, in con- 
^^'Scqueuce of a request from him to that 
“ effect, and ^hat the same was again ten- 
“ dered on the 14th of February to his 
“ Majest}'-, having been altered, by the 
''omission of a paragraph, containing an 
“opinion, thesubs^anc; of which, trom 
“.the examination of I,ord Chatham, they 

“ had not been able to ascertain.- Se- 

“ roNDLY, That it is the opinion of this 
“ House, that John, Earl of Chatham, hav- 
ing thus acted, had been guilty qf an 
unconstitutional abuse of the privilege be 
'* enjoyed of having access to the throne, 
which could not Jjut tend to be highly 

“ injurious to the public service.”- 

There was afterwards some modification of 
the words in Italics; but, that is not mate¬ 
rial.-^The first Resolution is merely a 

statement of acknowledged facts, and, of 
course, calls for no observation. .The se* 
cond Resolution contains the censure; 
and, though there can be little doubt, that 
the conduct of Lord Chatham was censura¬ 
ble, this really does not appear to me to 
h^’e been the best way of proceeding. 
I see nothing unconstitutional in any com¬ 
mander’s presenting a Memorial, or a 
Narrative, any more than in any one'/i 
presenting a petition, to the king. Where 
is the law that forbids it 1 Where* is the 
maxim, where is the principle, where is 
even the construction of Jaw, that forbids 
such an act ? The words constitutidnal and 
unconstitutional are extremely dangerous 
words; because they may be made to 
mean any thing that any man pleases to 
make them mean, •'fhey are, like Jack’s 
will, « of Cathqjic utility.’* Whe* our 
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forefathers made the Revolution, and 
raised the present family to the -throne x)f 
this kingdom, they never thought it of 
any great consequence whether a man 
should or should not go to the king with a 
paper of any sort; nor cati 1 any where 
find,' that they made such a ciaiiiour about 
secret advisers. This is a subject of com* 
pl;^int, that 1 can never undo stand. I 
do not see what nii--ci'iief can uiise from 
what is callevl secret advice. And, Imvv is 
it^possiblc to j)rcvent the king from re¬ 
ceiving such advice ? If tlie advice breaks 
out into ce/s. tlica there is :i ministry, re- 
spoiisi!)Je for what is done; fijjr, if the king 
follows other pertples’ advice,*all that is in 
it, i.s, that the ministers ought to quit him. 
It has always been a favourite doctrine with 
the Whigs to corisidtn' the king as a mere 
man of w ax. According to Uicir doctrine, 
he is to have neither tars, nor eyes, nor 
tongue. V/ell, rtaily, if (his he "so, why 
perform the -empty ceremony of presetit* 
ing Addresses and I'etitions to him ? 
Why complain, tliat the*petitions of 
the people lie unopened at liie office 

of (he Secretary of Suite!-IJut, thougli 

1 do not blame Lord Chatham for piT- 
senting a Narrative tb the king, tlie 7iian- 
ner' of doing I may and do blame. 
He wrote his narrative, he says, on the 15ih 
of October; he presented it oh the Wth qf 
February ; but, it now appears, that he did 
present it soonir, namely, on the \5tliof 
January, a week before the parliament met. 
He is tO'blame for having ojoined se-J 
mey on the king. Qbod God ! what arf 
idea ! As if he had said, as, indeed, he 
did say in effect; " Here is my narrative, 

" Sir j. but don’t you let any one vec it for 
" the present; that is to say, till I tell 
you.”——-This really is like dropping 
in to (hke a mutton chop with a man. 
However, if the king liked it, the point of 
ceremony was wholly between him and 
his General. Buf, then, this narrative did j 
certainly contain very broad insinuations 
against Sin Richard Strachan ; and that 
being the case, it was an mderhandal act to 
present it without first apprising SirRichard 
of its contents, or, at the very least, no 
promise of secrecy should have been asked 
of thei.king;i-All this, however, is no¬ 

thing when compared with the question 
which.here arises between the ministers 
and the country .—narrative of 
Lord Chatham contains most important 
information respecting both the policy and 
conducting of theWalcbercn Expedi¬ 
tion. Obseeveit was written on the lith 


of October. Do you believe, reader, that jt 
lay quietly until the 15/A cf January, with¬ 
out being shewn to any qf the ministers f 
Can you believe this ? What was it drawn 
up for ? The attacks upon lx>rd Chatham 
were going on daily iii the news-papers. 
Is it likely, that he kept his defence in his 
pocket, 'till ilie 15lli of January, witliout 
letting it sec the light ? Is it likely that 
he, who has no parliamentary interest, 
would set* his colleagues at defiance by 
going to the king with his narrative be¬ 
fore he shewed it to them ? Nay, that he 
would request the king not to show it to them? 
Well; and supposing all this; supposing, 
that he really did thus keep the whole 
matter a secret from them till the mo¬ 
ment when the paper'was brought before 
the House of Commons ; supposing this, 
do you believe, reader, thati in that case 
the ministers w'ouid have defended him, 
would have made such great exertions to 
save him from censure, *and would even 
have risked a division which threatened to 
be so fatal to them 1 Is there in any sane 
mind credulity equal to a belief of this? 

I am convinced, that there is not a man in 
ail Eiigliiud who bt lieves it ; and, indeed, 
it is almost an insult to the undrrstaiuiing 
of the public to have .said so much upon 

the subject.-Well; now let it ^je re- 

membeied, that the .ministry, the Wal- 
cheren miuisy-y, the Jubilee minislry, ad¬ 
vised the King, on the liOth of Decem¬ 
ber, more than two months after the Nar¬ 
rative was W'ritten, to tell the city of Lon¬ 
don, in answer to their petition for In¬ 
quiry, that he did.nut iitteiul to institute 
any Inquiry relative to the, Walchcreu 
Expedition. Bat, more especially let 
it ba remembered; let it be borne in 
everlasting remembrance, that this Nar¬ 
rative of Lord (ffiathiirn was not amongst 
the jiapers laid before the Ilouise of 
Commons, in pursuance of the pro¬ 
mise made in the Speech at the opening 
of the session. In that Speech the par¬ 
liament were told, IN THE KING’S 
NAME, that he would cause to be laid 
before them such papers, relative to the 
Expedition, as, HE TRUSTED, would 
be satisfactory. . Amongst the papers laid 
before the House of Common^, previous 
to the Inquiry, this Narrative of Lord Chat¬ 
ham was not, thomgh it is now confessed 
that the king had it in his possession on 
the \5lh qf January, that is to say, tight 
days bqfore the Speech was made to the Far* 
liamei^l, and that it remained in his pos¬ 
session until the first week in February ; 
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and, of course, it must have been in his 
possession, at the very moment, when a 
prtmist was made in his name, to lay before 
parliament such papers as he trusted would 
bo satisfactory* Ajt the time, indeed, 
when the other papers were laid before 
the House of Commons, it is said that this 
paper had returned for a few days, into 
the possession <»f its author; but why was 
not the House told, then, of the/xistence of 
such a paper ? Why were they not ap¬ 
prized* that such a paper was coming ? 
The case is too plain to need another 
word : and, yet the ministers defend this 
Lord Chatham at*the risk of their places ! 
Would they have done this, if they, as 
is now pretended, Jiad been kej>t in ig¬ 
norance as to the existence, or the pur¬ 
port of this paper ?-Those who be¬ 

lieve in Failles would reject the belief 
of tins.——I shall only add, upon this 
subject, liiat, from the Lists, printed in 
the iie.vs-paiiers it appears, th.it Siii 
JosEPn Yoiikk, the brother of Mu 
CiiAUi.r.s Youkk, voted for Lord Chatham 
upon tins occa.sion, nr, at least, agaiii..i 
Ml. Whitbread’s tnolioii of censure ; and 
that Loin) Mahon, the Survn/or of Green 
Wax and Keeper of the Jtecords in Birming¬ 
ham Toiwr, ilid the same. 

RiiyEusioN Bill^ -This bill has, from 

some deficieticy in pomt of ybrwi, f.iih d 
again in the I..ords; and ano her, it seems, 
is to he brought into the House of Cofn- 
mons. Mu. Peter Moore said, upon 
this subject being, the other day, before 
the I-Iou'C, that" this was a most unfor- 
lunate bill; it had had many nurses and 
“ was yel stunted in its growth ; and not- 
“ withstanding all its fiit-nd.s, he was 
“ afraid it v\as not destined to come to ma- 
“ turity. Tie tiiought that the House 
“ ought not lo abandon itself, and .should 
“ pa.ss A<blrcss upon Address rather than 
give up their opinions upon this mea- 

“ sure.-He mainlg.in('d, that the best 

service that could be done, the limpirc 
" was to take care of the Finances. He 
" adverted to the case of Mu. Steei.e, 
" who had nut ’oecii nia-'.e an c.xaniple of 
—so that Ollier def-iubers were encou- 
" raged. H.' then mentioned the cases of 
« Me. Vi 1.1.1 Eus mid Mr. Hunt, whicli had 
" occurred since; and siat(;d, that of the 
“ balanr e of yo,00()/. flue to the piiblii*, 
" 30,000/. had been due from the year 
" 1805, when Mr. Hunt was Treasurer 
the Ordnance before. How many 
“families must, be called upon for ttgxes to 
“ make tltese balances ? He thought the 


“ Bank might do for nothing the portion 
- “ of the business of the public at present 
" condilcted by them, on account of the 
" use ot such an immense sum of public 
“ money, by which they were enabled to 
“ discount to the amount of from a million 
o and a half to two millions a week. He - 
“ then adverted Tto the‘little satisfaction 
“ the public had received with re-speetto 
“ the Loyalty Men, Mr. John Bowles, 
“ &c. &c.; and concluded by declaring 
“ his preference of the inode of Address, 
" as it 4<ept the subject in their own 

“ harid.s.”-This is the sort of Speech, 

to which M]}. Yorke alluded, when he 
said, in answer to Sir Francis Burdett, 
tliar our greatest danger arose, not from 
Buoiiaparle (poqr gentleman! as if lie 
knew any thing about Buonaparte’s 
views!): no, no; not fiom Buonaparte, 
" but I'rom Speechis made in that House, 
“ which gave a sane tion to designing 
" persons to circulate sentiments that 
” made us Ijate one,another.’* Ye.s, if 
Mr. Yorke had been present, yon, Mr. 
.Moore, would certainly have incurred 
his lo'iy fl(S!>io.isure. What ! would 
you, then, make us iiatcMit. Steele, that 
old bosom companion of toe miiii.ster who 
lent forty llioiisant' pounds of the public 
money to Bovd and Beiifiehl (iheti two 
members of parliament), W’iihout the sanc- 
tniii of parli.irnent or the consent of his 
colleagues? Would you have us hate Mr. 
ViLHERS, the Right Honourable, 1 believe, 
•who, doling a great part of this Jubilee 
reign, has been on^ol the most choice fa¬ 
vourite.-at Court ? “How many/a»n7ies,” 
indeed ! What are familie-, when com¬ 
pared to Mr. Vtiliers and Mr. Steele and 
J/r. Jlimt and our old friend John Boivles^ 
-These are. the Speeches, wiiich, ac¬ 
cording to Mr Yorke’s iiotiun, “‘make vs 
hale one another make us hale such wor¬ 
thy people as iliose just mentioned. Very 
I rue, they do, in good* earnest, tend to 
rnnke us hate ihein; but, where is the 
harm if that, Mr. Yoike? Pray tell us, 
wheie the liarni of that is. Pray tell u.s, 
why we should not hate them. But, 
above all things, thou sapient ninn, do 
If II us, how our hatred of such persons 
can lend to produce public .danger. Do 
have' the goodness to tell us, liow it can 
po.ssibly be, that our hating the -.Steeles 
and the Villiers's and the Hunts and the 
John liowles’s has a tendency to expose 
our country to duriger. Or, if you are 
too busy to explain the mystery to the 
rest of us, do have the goodutiss to ex- 
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plain it to tbo Freefaoltkrs of Cambridge- 

ghire. - ^The truth is, that this complaint 

was of a piece with all the rest'of Mr. 
Yorke’s conduct for some time past. It 
was intended to prevent, or check, the ex¬ 
pression of wholesome truths in the House, 
and to prepare the way for the prevention 
•f a repetition of them 5ut of the House. 
This scheme, however, lias hitherto failed, 
and, 1 trust, the people of Cambridge¬ 
shire will set upon it a mark of their re¬ 
probation. 

Want of room compels me to •postpone 
the observations, which 1 intended to have 
made upon the case of Mb. £^llf.k ; upon 
the CiTV OF London Petition against the 
pension to Baron Douro and Viscount 
Talavera (the town where our sick and 
wounded were left) and his two genera¬ 
tions j upon the not hearing any thing 
lately about the jRe®. Mr. ^azeley, who 
offered the Duke of Portland a bribe and 
.who wrote a No-popery pamphlet; upon 
the subject of the.CathoIiQ Claims, and 
the dispute about the Pern,- and, thougli 
last not least, upon the subject of the 
Honourable VVarwick Lake’s Court-mar¬ 
tial, respecting the putting of an English 
Seanutn on slime upon a desert Island, rot 
forgetting the Conduct of Sir Ai.exander 
Cochrane, and which subject must and 
will 6nd its way to the heart of every 
man in this kingdom. 

gS" In consequence of a wish expressed 
by Mb. Wkicht, the Editor of the Par- 
UAMENTARY Debatesj^ I think it right iff 
state, that, in my observations upon the 
conduct of Mb. Windham, at page 20G of 
this volume, where I say, that Mr. Wind¬ 
ham ccmsulted with Mr. Wright as to the 
best place of standing in the House and 
the way to modulate his voice, it was not 
meant to convey the idea, that Mr. Wind¬ 
ham was lhe.^m mover as to such consult¬ 
ation. The fact^ as Mr. Wright says, 
was the contrary. He first mentioned 
the thing to Mr. Windham, in consequence 
of bis being requested so to do by several 
of the Reporters, who expressed their re¬ 
gret that they could not hear him dis¬ 
tinctly. But, the circumstance was not 
Btatetl* by me as containing matter of 
blame, any more than was the other cir¬ 
cumstance of Mr. Windham’s taking so 
much pains to have his speeches printed and 
corrected, to do which I myself had urged 
him many and many a time., Not in the 
way of blame were these things men¬ 
tioned ; but merely R) show, that, at the 
bottom of his heart, he Jiad not that con¬ 
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tempt for the persons, connected with the 
press, which his speech was calculated to 
make the world believe be had. 

W“. COBBfiTT. 

London, 9 th March, 1810. 

COBBETT’S 

History 

ENGLAND, 

Which in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, will contain a full and 
accurate Report of all the recorded 
Proceedings, and of all the Speeches 
in both Houses oV Parliament, from 
the curliest tiine-s, to the Year 180.'}, 
when the publication cf " Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary Debates” commenced. 

The numerous Subscribers to the above 
Work arc respectfully informed, that the 
Sixth Volume, embracing the period 
from the Accession of Queen Anne, in 
1702, to the Accession of King George 
the First, in 1714, will be ready for 
delivery on Saturday the 31st instant. 


Trial of Mr. Perry, and Mr. LAMBEnT,/or 
a Libel, continued from p, 352.’ 

Gcnllemer., I most perfectly acquiesce 
iitthe clear truth, propriety and necessity 
of the rule which his Lordship has laid 
down, as to the description of matter which 
I may desire to be read. If 1 were .so far 
to forget the respect n Inch 1 owe to the 
Court and to you, as to desire passages 
quite extraneous and foreign to the subject 
to be read, and attempt to create an argu¬ 
ment from them, I should be properly 
rebuked by the Noble and Learned Lord. 
But I am not so bewildered. I know that 
nothing would be more absurd than to at¬ 
tempt to join things which have no con¬ 
nection. If we were charged, for instance, 
with the insertion of a paragraph offensive 
to morals, or with any crime the most 
intolerable and abhorrent to our natures, 
such as blasphemy or impiety, and that 
we were to bring a thousand paragraphs to 
prove out- loyalty or our patriotism,' they 
would not, and they ought not to stand us 
in any stead, fbrVe can only adduce that 
which is pertinent to the matter in issue. 
But when 1 agree to this, I must lay in 
my claim, that the mere disjunction**of 
paragraphs, which are kindred in tenor, 
and appropriate to the case, shall not aul- 
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lify them, nor deprive jne of their benefit; 
for the Noble and Learned Lord will tell 
you that you have a right to take the 
whole paper into your view—That such 
has been the Noble and Learned lord’s 
own just practice, and recommendation to 
Jurors, wncn he told them that the mind 
and intention of the Defendants were to be 
made out and ascertained from the whole 
tendency of the bookor paper upon which 
the record was bottomed. 

Now", Gentlemen, let me beg of you to 
attend to the immediate cause and reason 
of the appearanca of the paragraph com¬ 
plained of in my Paper of the day men¬ 
tioned. There is, as 1 said before, a full, 
temperate, and faifhful narrative of tiie 
oiler of negociation which had been made 
by Mr. Perceval and Lord Liverpool, to 
Lord Grenville and Lord Grey—and there 
is contained in that narrative a train of 
reasoning upon the terms of the overture 
that had been itiade, on the answers thereto, 
and on the result. Having prepared and 
digested this paper, and delivered it to 
Mr. Lambert for insertion in The Morning 
Chronicle, I met with this paragraph in a 
respectable and well-written Sunday Paper 
[The Exfminer),mii finding it to harmonize 
with the Essay I had prepared—1 took it 
as a fh and appropriate postscript; a just 
corollary from the foregoing propositions, 
and 1 directed it to be copied according||;v'. 
I do not come here, therefore, to prate 
about negligence, or oversight, or creeping 
in by accident—No, I took it with my 
eyes open, in the morning, with my senses 
fresh, and vvjth the entire approbation of 
my judgment as to its innocence. The first 
passage in the narrative, Gentlemen, to 
which I would beg leave to draw his 
Lordship’s attention and yours, is in the 
second column of the second page, and is 
as follows:— 

“ Lord Grenville arrived in town on 
Thursday last, the 2!!th, at night, and, it 
is understood, that on the 2[)th he commu¬ 
nicated to Mr. Perceval that he could not, 
consistently with his principles, have any 
interview, or enter into any discussion 
with him, with a view to jiis forming an 
ACCESSION to the present Administration, 
as he considered their measures to be most 
objectionable in every •reSpect, and he 
could never approve the principles of their 
formation. It is understood, that when he 
said this, he begged to express his most 
invariable and profound sentiments of res¬ 
pect for his Majesty; that his cofeduct 
a»d principles he trusted bad always been 


calculated to heal, not to foment, the dhitiont 
cf the empire, but that he could not view 
wbatwas proposed as tending to that end.** 

This will serve'to shew you what waa 
the feeling of the mind of that great and 
superior Statesman, as to the character 
and tendency of >1116 system to which he 
was invited to accede, and in which his' 
declaration is distinctly stated, that \iis 
conduct and principles had always been 
calculated to heal, not to foment, the divi¬ 
sions of the Empire, “ but that he could 
not view >vhat was proposed as tending 
to that end.” Upon this the narrative 
proceeds to*feason, and. the whole ten¬ 
dency, purport, and drift of the subsequent 
argument is to shew that by a diflerent 
course of proceeding—namely, if the 
Noble Ixirds had been commanded to at¬ 
tend his Majesty in person, there would 
have been an immediate prospect of a 
change of system that would have tended 
" to heal, not to foment, the divisions of 
the Empire.** And this is particularly 
expressed in the next passage, to which I 
beg leave to draw your notice—where it 
is said: 

" If the question relates to prospective 
measures, whether of w%r, negociation, 
commercial intercourse, or domestic eco¬ 
nomy. If in those great leading lines of 
Gpvernment the conduct is to be directly 
the reverse of that which has been pursued, 
who shall represent to the Sovereign the 
^wisdom of the measures that arc to be pro¬ 
posed. or the mischtef of those that are to 
be abandoned ? Are those whose aid arc 
asked in the crisis and exigency of public 
affairs, to be shut out from this communi¬ 
cation ; and is it to be entrusted to those 
who have a direct interest to give the 
representation a false colour, and, inde¬ 
pendent of interest, have view's of the ques¬ 
tion calculated to mislead their judgment.” 

So much for my meaning, as to the 
ch|inge of system, meaning a total change 
of measures oni j', but that that total change 
would bring a crowd of blessings in its 
train " immediately and of course.” 

Ah ! but the period was to be postpon¬ 
ed— No blessings till after the demise of 
ohr Sovereign Lord the Kinof—and the 
crime of the charge is, that I postponed this 
happy period until that day which jve all 
trust may be so distant. Read the para¬ 
graph which introduces that which s^ieaks 
of the King, and of the Heir Apparent, 
together with that paraCTaph itself—and 
then see. Gentlemen, what inferpretatioti 
you will put upon my adopted paragraph, 
ft is as fellows .* 
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" Awful as the crms n, and arduous as 
tlie task would be, we may conclude from 
their principles and conduct (nfeaning the 
principles and conduct of Lord Grenville 
and Lord Grey)Ahat they will be ready to 
devote themselves to the service of their 
Kin^ and Country. But they cannot, 
consistently with these principles, permit 
Lqfd Liverpool and Mr. Perceval to be 
the'persons to communicate their thoughts 
and views—a rule of action which vve coii- 
ce’ive to be most correct; not dictated by 
any narrow-minded principles of exclusion, 
but resting upon those sound and well con¬ 
sidered views of. the constitution which 
ought to govern their conduct as states¬ 
men in this most important and interest¬ 
ing matter. 

" We ought to add to this statement, 
that his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales has, upon this most curious and in¬ 
teresting occasion, taken a line which must 
exalt his character and endear him to his 
country. The senfiments t>f his Royal 
Highness on the awful crisis of the empire, 
and of the character of the measures which 
hav£ led to that crisis, are not unknown. 
He feels on the subject like every other 
enlightened map, but more strongly, pc?r- 
haps, because he has a deeper interest 
than any other in its welfare : but, from 
some unfounded rumours respecting his 
interference in the arrangements wiiich 
were in contemplation, the Prince Has 
thought it bis duty to express to his Ma-^ 
jesty his firm and unalterable dctermiiiaa 
tion to preserve the same course of neu¬ 
trality which he has maintained, and 
which, from every feeling of dutiful at¬ 
tachment to his Majesty’s person,from his 
reverence of the virnies, and from his cun- 
fidenceinthe wisdom and soliritndcof liis 
Royal Father for the happiness of his peo¬ 
ple, he is sensible ought to be the course 
that he should puisue. We luite no doubt 
but that this assurance of the tiiml respect 
of the Heir Apparent, in not interposing 
bis high influence in the forming ul an ad¬ 
ministration, will be most acceptable to 
bis Majesty.” 

I papse here. Gentlemen, and fairlj^ put 
it to you, whether 1 might not safely leave 
my whole ckse, and that of my faithful 
friend,^iri your hands here, with this de¬ 
monstration of my feelings, with this de¬ 
claration of my opinion before you. Will 
any fair man sav that I do not in this pa- 
^graph inculcate the duty of love and 
reverence for bis Majesw, by staling, not 
,jnerely my own ideas oiUhis royal virtues. 


of his wisdom, and paternal solicitude foV 
the hkppiness of his people, but the opi¬ 
nion and feeling of the illustrious person¬ 
age, the highest subject in his empire— 
the most interested next to himself in its 
welfare—and whose example of reverence 
and devotion W'as so well calculated to in¬ 
spire confidence and attachment in every 
class of the community ? Gentlemen, this 
paragraph) so expressing his Royal 
Highue.ss’s sense of his Majesty’s paternal 
wisdom and solicitude, I declare this day, 
in the presence of (iod and my country, I 
wrote,and that it expresse.s my own senti¬ 
ments as one ofhis Majesty’s most humble 
subjects. 

Is there any thing* here that talks of 
postponing the blessings to another reign ? 
No, directly the reverse. 'l'l\pie is present 
consolation held out to the people in ilie as¬ 
surance of his Majesty’s wisdom and pater¬ 
nal solicitude, and there-i-. the cheering 
prospett of their being [lerpfttuateil by tin; 
description of the virtues of the Heir Ap¬ 
parent. I feel that 1 am brought here' 
improperly, and that, instead of being 
charged w ith this as an otFeuce, 1 should 
have received the thanks of every good 
friend of the Monarchy for the sentiment 
I promulgated. 

I confess my astonishment that we 
should be brought here upon such a charge. 
Ayd I have endeavoured in vain to find a 
reasonable justification for the Law Officers 
of the Crown in this proceeding. I cannot 
bring myself to believe, that they acted on 
the hasty and intolerant animadversion 
that was made upon the text by a rival 
Journalist the next day—an amin.idversion 
that was more than ordinarily coarse and 
violent, but 1 cannot help thinking, ihat 
the comment of the MorHinn I’oh has been 
officioiisiy 'cad.so as to make the impres¬ 
sion in some quarter t'roni wjtich this pro¬ 
secution originates: and that it is not the 
well-considered resutt of an examination 
of the paper by the Learned Gentlemen 
themselves. 

[Here the Attorney General interrupted 
Mr. Perry, and appealed to the Court. He 
said, that*he had remained s.lent longer 
perhaps than He ought, and suiibred the 
Defendant to wandei from the point at is¬ 
sue; but now It he was drawing into 
observation persons not in (he Cause, and 
not in Court, and even nani ng thciii, he 
must interfere, and .say that he could ijpt 
submit to the irregularity. 

Lofd Et-LENBOKOUGH said, that if Mr. 
Attorney General had seen reason to stop 
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Mr.' Perry before, he might have done so. 
It-he had Jiimseif seen any material caule 
for intcriercnce, he certainly should have 
felt it his doty to have 'done so—although 
when a Gentleman came into the Court to 
speak for himself, they must not be fastidi¬ 
ous if he did not entirely regulate himfclf 
by the established forms of their proceed¬ 
ing. Mr. Perry certainly must abstain 
from personal allusions. * 

Mr. PEUttY said. My I.ord, I respect¬ 
fully submit to the rules of Court, per¬ 
suaded as I am that my ignorance of its 
forms will not be taken as a trespuFs ; and 
that under your Lordship’s protec lion 1 
ahull not be umiccessarily uarrov/q,d in 
my defence. I wa^only endeavouring to 
find a motive to account for -the prof.ecii- 
tion,^and 1 ^im perfectly sensible that 
their motives can be no justification ol niy 
conduct, if wrong.*] 

Mr. Perry •proceeded—Gentlemen, 
take the para^aph by itself, unconnected 
with the illustration which I have given, 
and see if it can be tortured into the mean¬ 
ing which is put upon it. It does not al¬ 
ledge that the successor of our present 
Sovereign Lord is to be more popular" 
it states only that he has the finest op¬ 
portunity of becoming nobly popular. 

. t ---■- 

* The following is the passage alluded 
to:— * , 

“ Never, surely, was any thing more 
calculated to insult the good sense or 
horrify the pure and amiable nature of 
his Royal Highness, nor was ever any 
thing more calculated to call forth the 
indignation and execration of a loyal and 
admiring people, upon the wretch who is 
capable of broaching ideas so repugnant 
to the feelings of the illustrious Heir Ap¬ 
parent, and to the ardent wishes of every 
good and virtuous subject. To the indig¬ 
nation and execration of the British nation 
do we therefore coftsign this damning 
''^ecimen of the abominable and infamous 
sentiments by which the base faction are 
impelled in their most unprincipled and 
diabolical pursuits.”— Mokminc Post, 3rd 
October, 1809. 

The aHusion was really made to the 
above article, in order to shew the Editor 
of that paper (who whey out of political 
content is a most friendly and obliging 
man,) and to shew Editors in general, how 
in^ii^creet it is to throw unprovoked odium 
upon one another. If the press would 
only be true to itself* it would be ftnas- 
sailable. 


-Liberty of tie Preg$. f SSf 

Can these words involve even the insinu¬ 
ation of Aiisrespect to his Majesty’s sacred 
person.? May they not rather be fairly 
construed into a must courteous and loyal 
compliment ? Have I not a right to say that 
the duration of bis Majesty’s happy reign, 
the Eiftieth* Anniversary of which we are 
now celebrating as a Jubilee, has given 
the finest opportunity (of which the pa¬ 
ragraph speaks) for the Heir Apparent to 
learn the means by which he may make 
hini«elf nobly popular? Was there ever 
an Heir Apparent since the Revolution— 
since the cst:>blishment of the Monarchy 
—since thf«lfeginning of; the world, that 
did possess such opportunities as his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales? 
'Djd ever Prince study the art of 'Govern¬ 
ment in .such, a school—or did ever 
Prince undergo such a probation, as the 
length of his Royal Father’s reign, and 
the fearful events which have passed under 
his eyo, have aflTorded to his Royal High¬ 
ness? Nay, after all,*vvhat is this, but 
what happens every day in colloquial 
discourse when it is a common flattery? 
Gentlemen, if I bad not determined to 
abstain from every tWng that could have 
thfe air or tone, or emphasi^of elocution— 
that could be thought to be an attempt 
to engage and to work upon your feel¬ 
ings,—1 could here adduce the most 
beautiful and the most tender passages 
from ancient and from modern writers— 
fruiii the pages of the historian and of the 
poet, to shew that ivaall times and by the 
most sublime allusions, it has been con¬ 
sidered the mo.st endearing sentiment to 
the heart of a parent, that bis virtues and 
his glory were to survive, and even to be 
transcendant in his son. But I am not 
come here. Gentlemen, to attempt to stir 
the emotions, but simply to address the 
understanding—And I may surely say, 
without disparagement of the Parent, that 
the Son may be nobly popular by follow¬ 
ing* the example he has set, by treading 
in his steps, by having become so inti¬ 
mately acquainted with the character, 
with the feelings and with the interests of 
the people he will in due course of time 
be called on to govern—and what I con¬ 
ceive to be also most favouraUle, that b« 
will be of a njature age, to chuse th« 
persons, of whose experience, ability 
and maxims of Government he has had 
such means of being so thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted, as to enabje him to give^ tobia 
own free choice of his AdministraUon the 
confidence of his subjects. 
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But, Gentlemen, I am able, fortunate- his Lordship for the information by which 
ly, Jo shew you, by tbal which must be your time will be saved, and by which I' 
' present to alt your recollection, that at feel that I shall be served, for. the para- 
the time of the publication of the para- ^aph I was going to . read, might 

graph in question, there was a great topic have led me into a train of reasoning, 

of public interest in universal discussion, which 1 am sensible, upon reflection, it 
the nature and meaning of which you will . will be discreet for me to avoidf. Gen- 
discover in the context to which I have tlemeii, it is only necessary for me now 
drawn your regard. At that time Parlia- to say, that not only from the paper of the 
ment was not silting. Public agitation day, but from all that I ever published, 
was at its height: The topic was in every I wish you to form your judgment of my 
lAouth; and the 3toTniii^ Chroqide was intention on this one act. It is in my 

the Held of discussion on one side, as rival opinion, from the whole body and tenor 

Journals were on the other. It was per- of a volume, that its tendency is to be 
fectly understood what was Tncant by the taken, and a journal, though the numbers 
allusion of I/ard Grenville to the principles are ppblished successively, is of the same 
which would tend to heal, and not to fo- character. You inust^ look lo the style, 
Blent t/ie divisions qf the Empire. And to drift, and spirit, with which it is written, 
shew you that at the time my reasoning and the doctrine which it strjvcs to iiicul- 
on the subject was taken and construed cate. Gentlemen, try us by this most 
to mean distinctly, that the blessings faithful, but most piercing test. More 
which would crowd upon us by a change than thirty-three years of my life have I 
of system, would arise directly, and not been engaged either as the Editor or 
remotely, if the Noble Persbns who had Proprietor of a Public Journal—more 
been applied to as fit and proper Ministers, than twenty years has my faithful friend 
to strengthen and uphold the the n enfee- laboured by my side, and that we are 
bled, tottering and disorganized Cabinet, both destined to persevere in the labour 
had had the opportunity presented to may be owing lo the integrity we have 
them of impressing on his Majesty’s Roy- practised in it. 
ol mind the conviction with whb'h they (To be continued.) 

were themselves impressed, I have only .. . . . ■ - - *-— 

to recall your memories to the discu.ssioiis t The paragraph which Mr. Perry pro¬ 
of the time, and to the declarations which posed to rcalEl, apjieared in a very long, 
were understood to come from authority, ingenious, and candid answer (seemingly 
Naj^ I can shew you, that the rea-soning, from authority) in The Courier, to the 
ofthis very paper wife so understood article in his Paper on the day before, 
that authority, end so answered on the The words were as follows: 

Very day subsequent to my publication. " We had hoped indeed, that the known 
I presume, my Lord, I may be permitted “ opinion of the King, the known opinions 
to read, as a part of my speech, a para- “ of the Country upon this question, and 
graph to this" effect, in direct answer lo “ the manner in which Lord Grenville had 
my article, from a paper which was pub- " been disavow'cd by the Roman Catholic 
lished the day after? " Bishops in the part he took in their name 

Lord Ellenborodci] said, that if it w’as " in the last Session but one, might have 
a paper published afler the appearance " induced a disposition, without any 
of the paragraph in question, it certainly " pledge or any B.siuraiice being given or 
could not avail the Defendants in shewing required, to have formed a govern- 
their mind or intention in the previous " ment with persons who are known to 
publication; and he informed Mr. Perry, think, that at least during tite King's life 
that be could not draw any inference " that question should be kept at rest." 
from lany paper whatever, without jmt- It is also to be remembered, that in 
ting it in a^d proving it regularly a.s evi- The Morning Chronicle of the 4th October, * 
flence'; in wnich case the Prosecutor the insulated paragraph, now complained 
Would havte the power to adduce evidence of^ was decl iteti, “ to express only a fer- 
to rebut it if he should think fit. •• vent hope that the religious prejudices 

>Mr. F^bht. I thsink you, my Lord. " of the present reign might not be per- 
Gentlemeo of the Jury, I'um grateful to " petual.” ^ 
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There is a tinecure plaet, which is, at present, he'd by the Earl nr Buckinghamshire (late fibrd 
Biibart), which place is 'worth £. 11 ,^V4, or, in words, eleven Ihmtand and ni»ely~fuur pounds, a year. 
Ti>e reversion of this enormous salary, that is to say, the possession of it after the present pvssessndt 
death, has been obtained and secured by Lord Hakowicke, not only for himself during his life, byt, 
beyond that, for the lives of his (tea sons; and, this Lord Uardwicke is, as the reader will recollect, a 
iro^Aerof Mr. Charlrs Yorre. 

Md. Chari es Vorje, of whom the public has, within the last twelve months, heard so much ; that 
Mr. Charles Yorke, who, upon Mr. tVardle's opening of thu Charges ggainst our late Chieftain, solemnly 
declared Ins belief tliat there was a Jacobinical Conspiracy on foot against the illustrious House of Bruns¬ 
wick; that Mr. Charles Yorke, who, from the moment the Walcheren Inquiiy liegan, moved the 
Standing Order for shotting the Debate Reporters out of the Gallery; that Mr. Charles Yqtke, who, 
when a motion was made for Inquiry, which motion was op|x>sed by the minister, declared that ha 
thought it his duty to stand by the minister, because the minister had resolved to stand by the king; 
aye, that vcr 5 P Mr. Charles Yorke, has, within this week, received through the bands of that sama 
minister, a grant, for life, of a sinecure place, (or place where notliing is to be done) called a Tellership 
of the Exchequer, worth 2,700 a year; that is to say, be has thus secured, for his whole lifetime, 
two th-msand seven hundred pounds a year to be paid to him out of the taxes, raised upon the people of 
Eoglaad. • 

“ Off! Off! No mock Loyalty ! No Cfnt!” * 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Cambridcesiiire Election. -In my 

last Number, at tlTe close of a Letter to the 
Freeholders of the Connti/ qf Cambridge, I 
expressed my intention of a3dre.ssing ano¬ 
ther Letter to them, upon the same sub¬ 
ject ; but, I am happy to perceive, that 
they neither want nor wanted, any Letter 
from me, or I'rom any body else, to in¬ 
duce them to act a part worthy of uncor¬ 
rupted Englishmen; Englishmen having 
.still a proper sense of what is due to them 
from,their rulers. The reception, which 
Mu. Charles Yorke, that constant sup¬ 
porter of every measure hostile to the 
public purse, and to public freedom; the 
reception which this gentleman met with 
at Cambridge, at thiNominatim, on Tues¬ 
day last, the 13th instant, is, however, of 
great importance, in many points of view, 
that a particular account of it demands, 
in iny opinion, the precedence of ajl other 
matters, with the sole exception of that, 
to which I shall, in the latter part of this 
Number, have to call the public attention. 

—In my next, whictih ® double 

nutrd)er, I shall insert all the speeches, at 
full length, made upon this memorable 
ilccasion.' What I shall now offer to the 
reader will be merely an account of what 
passed, upon the occasion referred to, to- 
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gather with such observations as have oc¬ 
curred to me thereon, and as I am led to 
hbpe may be of .some liltlp use in further¬ 
ing the great work of effecting a legal and 
constitutional rqform of that Hoilse, who, 
last year, rejected Mr. Madocks’s motion 
for an inquiry into the sale qf seats; that 
House, who, this year, have voted away 
^2,000/. a year of our money for three 
•generations to theaman who left his sick 
and wounded to the mercy of the enemy, 
upon the very .spot whence he takes his 
title of Viscount; that Huuse, who, while 
we are actually sinking under our burdens, 
have just voted nearly a million of money 
for the purpose of taking 30,000 Portu¬ 
guese troops into our pay ; that House, 
who, while it has, this Session, reduced 
the numbers of our native army, has aug- 
. mented the Gemtan army, now maintained 
in*this kingdom; that House, in short, 
without a reform of which no good can 
be expected, no change for the better, no 
alleviation of our burdens, no punishment 
on the heads of Public Robbers, no Justice 

fbr an injured and insulted people.- 

The first circumstance, which I have to 
notice, is, to me, a most pleasii^ one, 
namely, that, in opposition to Mr. Yobkb, 
or rather his intolerant and tyrannical 
principles, there appears to have been 
arrayed, not only great talents, but gftat • 
properly and high rank. A Mr. KsBmb 
N • ' • 
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proposed Mr. Yorke and was seconded by 
a 3 |ajor Pemberton. These arc nicn who 
may be known rh their neighbourhoods; 
blit, they are utterly utd^nown in the 7ia- 
fi'jn; while, on the other side, we see Lord 
Pit.4Ncts OsBOBNE proposed by the Mar- 
ftucs OF Tavwtwck, seconded by Mr. 
Brand, men ivlu) ore well known'to the 
wlibl^ nation, "and to receive praise froih 

whom is, of itself, no small honour.- 

.Mr. Yorke seems to h-ive been surprized 
at*the thunder of indignation, wi^^i which 
he WHS received by those who had" sent 
him to parliament for 20 years past; and 
lie complained gtievously ofthe being re¬ 
fused a hearing. -Oh ! then it was that 

he might have been reminded, that Mr. 
Gale Jones was, upon his motion, sent to 
Newgate, without any trial, there to be kept 
during the jdcasure of those who sent him : 
and then it was that he might h ive been 
reminded, too, that he was one of the for- 
W’arde.st in supporting Pitt in the measure 
for suspending the *Art Of Habeas Corpus, 
in cunse()uenc'e of wdiich suspension, so 
mail}- persons were sent to prison, and there 
kept, fat years, without any trial, without 
any critiK alledged against them in any court 
qfjtatice, and vjhen finally let out of pri¬ 
son (those who lived to be let out), without 
being idile to obtain any redress. While the 
air was ringing with shouts of indignatiop 
at the very sight of him, and when, in a 
feiv hours aflter, he incimalcd his intention 
of declining the contest; in those mm^ents 
of humiliation hemiist/one would suppose, 
have reflected a little upon his past manly 
conduct,, and upon the snflerings of Mr. 
Gale Jones, who, upon hi.s motion, had 
been sent to Ncwgr.tc (where he then was, 
and where he still is) for having called Mr. 
Yorkfc’s^conduct, in shultiug the Gallery, 

* an outrage uponpithlicfeding/’ and having 
advertised his intention of having a dis- 
mssion therexm. k'nr this wa.s Mr. Gale 
Jnhes, without any trial, and by* the sole 
powar cf the of ended pat ly. sent to jart j 
and, upon this point, ns well a.s others, 
did the Freehulders of Cambridgeshire 
express their opinion. Mr. Gale Jones 
proposed to dhaiss tiie conduct of Mr. 
Yorke, in causing the Gallcvy to be shui*, 
and Mr. Yoflve caused him to be put into 
Jail for^ such propositimi; but, the first 
gfcctihg he got from the Froeholders of 
Cambndgesbire, from those who sent him 
into the Hoase of Commons, was, “ Off, 

" <lfft clear the Gallety ^ again to clear 
** tlm Gailery that we ure to re-elect you 
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Tills was the first salute he received, not 
from a rabble, as he would have called the 
pebple in Westminster, but from the very 
persons who had sent him to parliament : 
these very persons saluted him with a re¬ 
petition of that for having uttered which 
he bad caused Mr. Gale Jones to be sent 
to Newgate. What a rich thing it wopld 
be, if he were, after getting in again, 
through tilt stinking channel of softie rot¬ 
ten borough, to move for the sending of 
his old constituents to Newgate ! And, 
why not! The}" told him, not only of hia 
shutting the Gallery, but of many other 
of his parliamentary feats, many other his 
despotic acts and attempts, such as mov¬ 
ing for the imprisonment of Mrs. Clarke, 
during the investigation about the Duke 
of York. Well, then: wfa^ not bring 
up his old constituents, and put them in 
jail too? ,What right had the House to 
put Mr. Jones in jail, any more than 
they would have to put thft Freeholders 

of Cambridgeshire in jail ?-This, by- 

tbe-bye, is a question that must not oe 
dropped. The House has negatived Sir 
Francis Bubdett’s motion, and some of 
them have declared, that they have the 
right of committing people to jail, who do 
not belong to their ow'n body ; but, this 
/is a point which is yet to be discussed. .It 
is yet to be settled, and made known to 
tha world, whether there does really exist, 
in England, any man, or any set of men, 
having the legal right of sending whom 
they please to prison,-witAour a trial, and 
keeping persons, so sent to prison, in pri¬ 
son during the pleasure of the party exer^ 
cisiiig such power. Yes, sure ; we will 
endeavour to ascertain this point; w'e will 
endeavour* to know, whether there be, in 
England, any body who can, at any time, 
seize any of us and put us into jail, and 
keep us there, during their pleasus*. 'We 
will find out, and we will, before we hot^ 
any more about our 'the point, 

whether our repraaUativea'’ have the- 
" privikgd’ of laying any of us by the 
heels,whenever they choose, and of keep¬ 
ing us so laid by the heels as long a.s they 
choose. I, for^my part, never yet did 
vole for ail}' member of that honourabie 
House, in which Mr. Madocks’s motion 
was negatived*; ^nd, 1 am sure I never 
will; 1 am quite sure that I never will 
vote far any one ; yes, I am quite sure, 
that I never will help to choose any raafi ’ 
to represent me, unless be will first promise 
me ndVer to bring ne before trini aud lay 
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me by the heels.. Mr. Jones seems, from 
his excellent Letter,* to be resoWed to 
bring this matter fairly and legally to 
issue, and, in so doing, he will confer a 
great benefit apon the country.-In re¬ 

turning to the Cambridgeshire election, it 
is not ^the mere circumstance of driving 
away Mr. Yorkesomuch as the principles, 
upon which it was done, that ij| of import¬ 
ance to the public. He was not opposed 
tipon the old stale ground of party. It was 
nut by a body of people, brought forward 
by great political leaders, that he was 
hooted oft’. It was by the real freeholders 
of a count y, moved by pri/ictp/e and not by 
the wcigiit of wha^is usually called interest., 
-The speeches of the Marquis of Tavi¬ 
stock, Mr- Gunning, Mr. Brand, and the 
Rbv. Mb. Brown, most ably and clearly 
.state the grounds, upon which Mr. Yorke 
was driven avvay : namely. That he has 
been an tinifQrm Supporter of an Adminis- 


* To Sir Frau.is Burdett, Hart. 

Sir ; I request, permission to offer the 
tribute tif my unfeigned thanks for your 
most able, legal, consitutional, unanswer¬ 
able, and ununswered defence of the Rights 
and Libcrnc's of the People, which you 
are vf opinion, htvve been violated in my 
per-on. So strongly fortified is my 
mind, by. the authority rtf your judg¬ 
ment ; so fully a.sstired am I that no Hhg- 
lisbman can sustain any wrong, without 
having some rciuedy, that I am firmly con¬ 
vinced the House of Commons never bad, 
nor could have, the privilege of exercising 
the power s)f passing a sentence of impri¬ 
sonment upon any person, not a member 
of its own body, whilst the copimon law, 
Magna Charts, the Petition of Right, the 
Bill of Rights, the A'‘t of Habeas Corpus, 
and the Act of Settlement, are the unrt- 
pealed laws of the land. Therefore I will 
never so far degrade my character, as 
humbly to petition for my liberty, which I 
boldly claim as my right. 

“ Forgiveness to the injur’d doth belong. 

They nio’er can forgive, who do the wrong.” 

.Nor will I, " from*a slavish fear, or pri¬ 
vate policy” compromise the Liberty of 
my fellow-subjects, by allowing a prece¬ 
dent to be drawn from my acquiescence, 
svhich, though it may rtlieve my weakly 
frame from a prison, must plant a sting 
for ever in my mind.—I have the honour 
|b be. Sir, with the highest respect, your 
jfiost humble servant, • 

Jotm Gale Jones. 

Stott Side qf J^gtugate, March 13, 1810. 
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tration, by whom' the presitite ^ 
has been increasing, until it is almost 
tolerablethat he has s'lipported 
under whom hordes qf Foreif;n Troops 
been introduced into this country, in d'efr- 
ance of every constitutional provision, and 
to the hazard of our' rights and seca- 
rijy ;—^that, upon a late Inquiry, he're-i 
vived the old exploded cry of Jacolmkal 
Conspiracy, with a view to prevent the 
adoption of the honest and unpreju¬ 
diced dpinion, which .the nature of the 
charges against the Duke of York was 

calculated ,ID produce j-that he has 

recently endeavoured by et\furcing the Stands 
ing Order, to deprive the people of the 
slender and melancholy consolation of 
knowing who were the authors of their ca¬ 
lamities ;—in short, said the Marquis 
of Tavistock, such hare been the politi¬ 
cal acts of Mr. Yorke, that, " if the people 
“ were fully and fairly represented inparlia^ 
" ment, he .might ^o from county to 
“ county, from town to town, and would 
“ not get a single elective bfxly to confide 

" in - Mr. Gunning, whose 

speech was not inferior to that of the Mar¬ 
quis of Tavistock, charged Mr. Yorke with 
having, from the first to fhe last moment 
of his career, been the advocate of evety 
oppressive oict, and the enemy of evAny at¬ 
tempt to restore the blessings qf the constitu~ 

tion; -with having supported every 

measure for increasing the burdens and 

^mintshing the liberies of the people;-- 

with having been amongst the foremost 
in supporting the suspension qf the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and for voiding toriiare in Ire* 
land; with having advised and jus¬ 
tified the ignominious Treaty qf Amiens, 
though he had denounced as trqpors and 
jacobins all those who had, for years before, 
liihted at the necessity of peace between 

this country and France;-with his 

having attributed Mr. Warole’s charges 
trt a Jacobinical Conspiracy against the House 
qf Brunswick, though the investigation 
brought to light acts exceeding all others 
in groBsness of corruption, ip barefacedness 
of profligacy, in degradation of manners, 
though venality was proved in evtry de- 
partment'of the slate, though the churcK 
was found not free from its baleful inj 
'fluence, though even its most dignified 
preferments were attempted to be dItot 
cured through the ipteryention of p 
strumpet, yet this conscientious aiid' uni¬ 
form patriot could* conceive no danger 
but from a conspiracy of the pr&s »• "•■■ with 
having proposed to have Mrs. Clarke, a wit- 
N 2 
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ness at the bar qf 'tlie House, imprisoned, 

during an adjournment;-with having, 

upon all occasions, been the steady assist¬ 
ant of every minister, in doing whatever 
was inimical to the rights aiid liberties 

of Englishmen ;-Ami, can you, said 

Mr. Gunning, “ •suppose that he made 
" hjpnself thus active, and thus ohnojtious, 
” without aiiv view to personal advantage f 
** Indeed, it is much more probable, that 
^e has since delivered in his bill of work 
" done for the —Mb. Biwino ac¬ 

cused him of having been constantly a 
supporter of those, who weje ever en¬ 
deavouring to exeite one part ^ the peoph 
against the other; to propagate suspicious 
qt'disaffection and of treason, to set English¬ 
man against Englishman, and this was, he 
said, a permanent unvarying part of their 

policy,-The Rv:v. (George Brown 

oxhorted the meeting • to prove to the 
country their sense of patriotism and pub¬ 
lic spirit " by rejecting with marked di‘- 
" regard their late Member *Mr. Yorke. 
He had, forsooth, complained of the 
misrepresentation of his speeches; couid 
*' he say that his veHts were misrepresented ? 
" When- did he evef vote in favour of 
constitutional fperdom ?—or, what was 
•* the measure which went to infringe 
" that freedom that had not his support ? 
** Was he not the principal actor in upr 
‘‘holding an incapable, profligate, and. 
" contemptible Adininistratiun; men who 
** came into office upon the diabolical w'ar- 
*• whoop of religious dissensions, and w’ho 
“ have shown their attachment to the sa- 
cred preceptsof religion, by an open vio- 

" lationofthelawsof God and Man - 

The Marquis of Tavistock, at the close 
of the debate, said, that Mr. Yorke was 
now the hired advocate qf Dlinistcrs, and had 

teceived his retaining fee -Well; what 

bad he to say, in answer to all these 
charges? I-will, even here, give the whole 
of his speech, as I find it reported*among^t 
the others, as far as it relates to any thing 
but, mere coun/y matters, and even that 

part shall be inserted in my next.- 

“ He denied that he had ever brought for- 
« ward Jthe Cavalry Bill alluded to, or that 
" he was a Member of the Cabinet the* 
*♦ conclusion*of the Treaty of Amiens. 
" As to .the charges against the Duke of 
York, although he thought in his con- 
*' science that the Duke was not guilty of 
*» corruption or criminal co»nii;a»«, yet, 

" that from the high- r^nk be held in the 
“ State, and Jhe example he was bound to 
“ shew, that it was very iftiprcper foi iiim 


“ to connect himself, as he had done, with 
" a woman of such notorious character aa 
“ Mrs. Clarke. If that question bad come 
" on brfore Ihe other, he should have voted for 
“ it. . With respect to charging the Press 
“ of London, with being engaged in a 
“ Conspiracy, he avowed the charge, and 
“ would say, that it still exists. He com- 
" plained that every thing he said in tha 
“ House of "Commons was misrepresented; 
“ and could appeal to Mr. Brand, and 
“ to the Marquis of Tavistock, whether at 
“ this moment, there existed not a con- 
“ spiiacp among them not to report the 
“ speeches of Mr. 'Tierney and Mr. 

“ Windham.- [A lau^h /]—He believed 

" that there was iiow*a conspiracy to 
“ misrepresent or suppress all that was 
" said by persons who werer tiot favottr- 
“ ites qf the London Editors. That a 
*' great conspiracy did exist against the 
“ Duke of York was, as hfi thought, suffi- 
“ ciently proved by the Jury, wrbo, in the ac- 
" tion against Mr. Wardle, in which Mr. 
“ Glenie and Major Dodd were impli- 
“ cated, conceived that there was a con- 
“ spiracy to run down the Duke, and in this 
“ conspiracy he conceived the London Fress 

" a party. -Much h.id been sajd upon 

“ the Standing Order of ihe House of Com- 
" inons. h was not merely intended that 
“ because the [Ttillery was sometimes open 
“ to strangers, that therefore the people qf 
“ England had a right to be present at 
every discussion of their Representa- 
" lives; in such case, iti place of St. Ste- 
“ phcii's Chapel, Parliament should b# 
“ assembled upon Salisbury PJaiii. The 
“ Gallery of the House of Commons did 
“ not hold above 150 persons, and was 
generally filled with Reporters, Editors, 

" and Proprietors of the London Newspa- 
“ pers. The Order of the House, which 
" he had enforced, was settled shortly 
“ after the Revolution, by'^ those great 
“ men whose conduct it would be always 
" his pride to imitate.—His object in-^n- 
" forcing that Order at the present was to 
guard against the gro-ss misrepresenta- 
" tions, the gross mistakes, and he would 
say, the wiljftjd .misrepresentations givm qf 
“ ihe ppoceedmgs qf .the House qf Commons; 

“ He wished also to be considered as 
“ no means hosliie to an iiujuify into the ^ 
“ late Expeditions, though he opposed 
“ motions which were substantially a con* 

'* demnation before inquiry. It was noh 
“ necessary for him to enter into aay de- 
“ fence of his general conduct. [“ No in-"' 
“deed.’’*) Hit had evei^been the active 
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" opposer of those who, either at home or 
** abroad, were endeavouring to destroy 
*• the greatness of Old England. [Grae* 
Off, off ! no mock loyalty, no cant!**] 

*' As much misrepresentation was circu- 
" lated about the nature of the office 
“which it had pleased his Majesty” [not 
his Majesty, but his Ministers] “tocon- 
“ fer upon him; he begged to say that it 
** was an ancient and honourable one, re* 

“ gulated by acts of Parliament, and not 
*• paid, a.s was industriously stated, out of 
tho’public taxes. The salary w'as made 
“ up by stnall fees levied upon every issue 
•• of nu»ayfrom*lhe Exchet/ucr, and did not 
“ amount to more than U,300l. per an- 

*' num.”-Verv good indeed ! “ (ff! 

"off! mock^oyulty! no cant!** He 
little expected this, when he was talking of 
*' standing by the minister,” because be had 
resolved “ to stand by his gracious sove¬ 
reign.” He little th<mght, that the Free¬ 
holders of Canibridgeshire saw so clearly 
into his true character and his real views. 

" No mock loyalty! no cant at once 
gave a lesson to the mock loyalists, to the 
jubilee men, and an example to the 
wretches, who, by fraudulent pretences 
about loyalty have so long succeeded in 

blinding and rubbing this nation.-His 

salary not come out of the taxes ? What 
an impudent assertion! Why, are not the 
fees paid out of the mon^jy issued from 
the Exchequer ? And what money is«that 
but the money collected from the people 
in taxes ? The salary is not paid by a tux-m 
gatherer, indeed j but, what a miserable* 
quibble is this, and hotv clearly does the 
use of suqIi a quibble show tlie want ot 

any fair grounds of defence !-The 

dhiount, too, iiow dares lie say, that it is 
only 2,300/. a year, when it stands, oven 
in the parliamentary return, at 2,7<i0/. 
which is well known to be stated as low 
as, by any .contrivance, by any shew of 

accuracy, it .can possibly be stated f - 

What he is stated to have said against 
Messrs. Wardle, Glennie, and Dodd is as 
untrue, besides being deeply imbued with 
the speaker’s usual malignity. What coti- 
spiracy was proved against the Duke of 
York ? Who ever dreamt of a calumny 
like this, except Mr. Yorke ? It was 
proved, indeed, that those gentlemen had 
been all assisting to gstfiom Mrs. Vlarke 
proofs against the Duke qf York; but, 
proofs of what ? of falsehoods? no, but 
•of those disgraceful and damnable truths, 
which were afterwards made apparent 
to this insulted nation, and for having 


done which, those gentlemen ‘have re¬ 
ceived, ami .will continue to receive, the 
heart-felt thanks of every honest man in 
this kingdom. Conspiracy, indeed! Was 
it a conspiracy of Mr. Wardle, Mr. Glen¬ 
nie, and Mr. Dodd, that induced the Duke 
of York to write the Darling Letters ? Was 
it their conspirsTcy that caused the ever- 
famous Note to be written to Tonyn ? Was it 
their conspiracy that induced the Duke to 
get the pious O’Meara, the man of celes¬ 
tial unci ion, leave to preach before the 
royal family.^ Was it their conspiracy 
that gave commission and the command 
of English ^Idiers to a whore’s fooiboy, 
who, as sotne of the "'loyal” contended, 
had the honour to be an-officer’s bastard, 
but which was not true, the boy being the 
legitimate son of a very poor, but, 1 be¬ 
lieve, very honest mani Was it their con¬ 
spiracy that made Knight pay Mrs. Clarke 
200/. on account of his brother’s Ex¬ 
change ? Was it their conspiracy that 
brought about the bargain between French 
and Sandon and Mrs. Clarke / Wsls it 
their conspiracy that made Dowier pay 
her for his place ?——Why did he not 
say, at once, that it w'as the conspiracy 
juf these three gentlemen, that caused 
all the illegal trafficking in Writerships 
and Cadetships; that made Lord Castle- 
reagh offer a Writership to lie swapped 
•for a seat in parliament; and, that pro¬ 
duced all the facts, relative to the seat of 
Mr. Qnintin Dick, mentioned in Mr. 

Madock.s’s motion -No: but which 

Mr. Yorke dislik%s full as much, and a 
great deal more, their conspiracy detected 
and exposed the existence of all these in¬ 
famous facts, and a most useful conspi¬ 
racy it was. It gave rise to a quite new 
way of thinking in the people, who, all of h 
sudden, clearly saw what vi as Aieant by 
the cry about jacobins and levellers. It 
gave the first great blow to corruption of 
every sort. It enabled the people to 
jiudgr oV the Hoase of Commons. It an¬ 
nihilated all confidence in party. It was 
a beginning of what will never end, until 
the people of Englattd are inf the enjoy¬ 
ment of their just and constitutional rights, 
and. of course, until the pariianiant be le¬ 
gally reformed and piinisl\)nciit inflicted 
upon every speciesof Public Roiibery.—— 
The rest of his Speech is wholly unworthy 
of notice. It is beneath any expressions of 
contempt that one can make use of. Its 
effect appears to have corresponded very 
well with Its quality; for indignation 
more hearty and universal vaS|^ perhaps. 





who/ tet |ii 
faavo an 
ampjie, 
pea'rarice?3^% 


. tJpon the first ap 
peai aricc^i^^l^'CjhWge^ against the Duke 
ofYorli;,' OiU a Cpp^piracy of the 
Jacio^im'aAd'the Press j he votes> all the 
way through, for the Duke-of York; he 
votes for Lord Castleicagh and against Mr. 
Maciockh’s niuTinn; he votes against the 
Int^uiry into the Walchercn Expedition; 
he clears the Gailery ; he declares, that 
he Will stand by tlie itib'lee ntini.s(er, be¬ 
cause the jubihe inini'sUT is^sesolved to 
stand by hts gracious iJovcreigti; he gets 
n stiii’Citre place; alter ail vihich he ap¬ 
peal...to i!ie Preeholder.i of the Cotinty of 
Cai.ihritJge to deiide upon Ins conduct, 
and they, widi both haiuls up-lifted, drive 
him flora their pr^-^encc. He calls us, 
the Lon-Ion Editors, Jacobins: he appeals 
from us to the quiet good sense ana the 
loyalty of his native county*; and, that 
county boots him aivay, leceivcs him 
with: “ (^/ off! no mock loyalty! ho 

•‘cant!” -Veiiiy such melt do well 

to katc the PrcfS. Were it not for the 
Press, their c -nduct would be unknown, 
or, at least, soon Yorgoto-n, For him v. ho 
wanted lo imprison Mrs. Clarke, %\bi!c she 
was awitinss at the bar of the House 
of Comnion.s, it was very natural to use 
whatever means he had in his power to 
kce[) the Press at adistance from the .scene 

anuiiier t'lne.-It well a.sked by 

the i'Ev, 1 \Ir, Brown (and the better be¬ 
cause by a Cienryman) whether the VOTES 
of Mr. Yorkc had been misr^resented. 
Aye ! there’s the rub ! and a rub, too, 
which W'll, 1 am coiifulenl, whenever the 
time conics, be ft U by others, as well as 
by Mr. Yorke For this reason it is, that it 
vriilbe ofthe utmost importance, that those, 
who publi.'h Lists of Ma,orities and Mino¬ 
rities, should be particularly careful to be 
correct; and that, when they publish 
Lists ai all, they should publish Lists of 
.both sides of the <jiiestion,'——Vot my part, 1 
have no doubt at all, that, if every county 
antf independeut body of electors had the 
same.sdk’t of opportunity afforded them,* 
that bds been'aftbrried to the Freeholders 
of Cambridgeshire, they would all act in 
the samd manner. The number of Free¬ 
holders, in eveiy county, vt'ho may act an 
independent, part, if they will, is quite suf¬ 
ficient to insure the return of good mem¬ 
bers ; and, a^ain J catdibt-rcfrain from ex- 


—ii the duty w every jdihi, who hw 
a vote ti> give, in the choice of ipeinhenof 
patliamept, to keep his eye steadily 6xed 
upon the proceedings of thirt parliament, 
and to bear in mind what is the conduct 
of each of the present membersupan every 
great constitutional question; every ques¬ 
tion involving the great and \dtal interests 
of the people. Nothing should he. .suflered 
to drive this out of a man’s memoiy, and 
in ever}- county, in particular, the con¬ 
duct of the members should, by some 
means or other, be kept constantly before 

the eyes of the people.-liere 1 am 

obliged to break or to le'arc out the 
article which iniincdiately foliotv.s, which 
nothing ui>on earth can induce me to do. 

I \V". COBBETT. 

London, 1 Gth March, I 10. 

CAPT. WARWICK fAKE. 

The conduct of this man, which has 
hitherto escaped general notice, shall, if 1 
have life to effect that object, be known 
in every' part of the inliabiled globe: it 
shall flow as widely as the waters, which 
surround the uninhabited rocks and swamp.s, 
on which poor ROBERT JEFFERY ‘was 
landed and left. It was very much niy 
wish lo extenifmy observations upon mat¬ 
ters? connected with the (Jambridgeshirc 
Election; and also to write upon several 
pother topics, interesting at this time. 
But, this subject, the treatment of Rebert 
Jellery, demands precedence of all others. 
Viewing this subject in the light that 1 do, 
it would be infamous in mo to lose one 
moment in ^ailing the public altention to 

it.-At present I shall confine my.self 

to the publ ication of the Proceedings of the 
Court-Martial (by whom Lake was tried 
at Portsmouth, on the 5th and (ith of last 
month) and of a Letier, written to Mr. 
Braggf. Bathurst, by a Mr. Thomas, 
which letter it was that led to the trial of 

Lake.- Mr. Thomas's letter will speeds 

for itself; but, I trust, that care has been 
taken to provide for bis speedy and seff* 
return to England, in order that he.may 
be further heard, by the House of Com¬ 
mons, ‘or, at any rgte, by the public.—— 
These Papers were printed by Order of 
the House of Commons, on the 2Srd of 
fast month, having been moved for hy^ 
Sir Fhancis Buroett, who, m the 
place, mentioned the matter, in the Houses, 




_!te, • >• * • 


l^an^ i9 W 4^ ^#«<«t 
MVf t 0 it. W{i«i tht:^ laid tfl^ faiili in aja^ 
BWti li «f Httie coBieqawK*. Ha fald 
th«m, tbat be’ elMukl amt aotnc days to 
Bto whether tbtfy took any steps, and that,, 
if no steps were taken, be should make a 
specific motion upon the subject. This 
motion he made, and, in consequence of it, 
the public will now be in possession of that, 
of which, without his interferenae. it never 
would, in all probability, have got a sight, 
——■Besides the documents, 1 now publish, 
there are, a Letter from Lake to the Admi¬ 


ralty, an Opinioiv of Mr. Bicknell on the 
ease. Proceedings of a Court of Incjuky, 
a Letter from Sir Ales. Cochrane, and a 


Letter from five efiicers (including the 
purserj of Lakeys latt ship, giving liin a 
character.— 5 -AII these I will publisli in 
my next Number; but, as to these 

adilitional papers are quite immaterial.— 
To ollisr observations on either the crime or 


the evidence at is not now my intention. 
I wish to leave the reader to his own un¬ 


biassed judgment; but, 1 beg him to read 
with aUeniion; and to dwell particularly 
on what is said about a belief that the 
Island was inhabited; about the leporting 
of poor Jeffery as having run aiiriy from 
the sliip; about the interlineation of the 
Log-book, in which* the landing of the man 
was, at first, omitted to be entered; about 
the sort ofthat Jeffery Was chargid 
with; about his having actually been 
flogged for tlMt theft; and, above all, about 
his having been taken off bj an American 
ship.-. -Upon this last point, I muht re¬ 

mind the reader, that, just after the Court> 
Martial todk place, and Lake was dis¬ 
missed, there appeared, in all the London 
news-papers, a paragraph, stating, that 
.the man, landed by Capt. Lake, had been 
taken off the Island by an American ^uu. 
This was slated in the most positive terii^. 
There was no doubt expressed as to the 
matter. The public in general, w'ho had 
beard of the landing of the man, still 
thought the .same of Lake’s conduct; but, 
as the poor man had got off'with his life 
and was .safe, their indignation was as¬ 
suaged. And, tbub would the thing have 
gone off'; thus would the public have been 
deceived, bad it not been for Sir Francis 
Burdett, who seems to t|iink that the per¬ 
sonal liberty and the lives of his country¬ 
men are matters of more consequence than 
(^e question of who shall -be in and w ho 

out of place.-^The public will now see 

what foundation there was for thn story 


frqm' which 

OMtotioned, was publisl^^— 
any paazle, that might .arise from 
bein^ sontetimra seen in the coramanil 4!it; 
the Mdop, REqauiT, wd ‘ sofnetimea iii 
that of the Ship, JTlvsses, 1 wilUjust ob¬ 
serve, that he was a Vomntander, while in 
the Recruit, and when he pnt poor Jeffery 
on shore; and that, SINCE THAT, he 
has been promoted to the rank qf Post Cup- 
tain, and has had given to him the com- 
i raand of the Ulysses. I cannot let this re- 
j mark go, without saying, that in the Pa¬ 
pers laid befeWR parliament, the time when 
t the Admiralty first knew* of the landing of 
[ Jeffery does not appear." It is, therefore, 
possible, that, though the deed v.^w com- 
j roitted in December 1S07, the Admiralty 
had not beard of it, when they promoted 
Lake; but, though it is barely poi«ible, 
that the Admiralty might be ignorant of 
the deed, Sir Alex-vndeh Cochk.'VNE vvas 
not ignorant 4 »f it. He was apprized of it 
soon after it took place. He says he was; 
and that he sent Lake back to look for the 
man. Well, then, did he apprize the Admi- 
rulty of t/ic deed?-z —Lake’s promutiuii, 
tfter the deed, \s a thing that lies betn eon 
sir Alexander Cochrane anti the Adniiraitj-:; 
and, I trust, we shall know, very shortly, to 
whom it belongs.—.—^Wiih this much, by 
Way of Preface, 1 leave the case to the se¬ 
rious and impartial consideration of my 
readers. 

' ' MR. THOJ'fJvS’S -LETTER. 

Letter from Cuarlcs Morgak Thoma'^, to 
Mr. Brai.oe H.viiirRST,-diiffd, Nepluite, 
Fort Jiityul hoy, Mortinico, 24<.'* Hurfb, 
I0O9. 

Sir;—A freeman of the city o*f Bristol, 
which you have so Iony,honuur.ibly represented 
in parliament, takes the liberty to aildi ess yu», as 
the only ahcniative he bifs against oppres-siuii. 
—*In the first place, it will he neccss.-.ry t'l/rine 
to state, that 1 lately "as Purser of IJis ItJo- 
jestv's sloop Demerary, hut resigned niv aar- 
1 rant to Sir Alex. Ciichinne, upon condmnn of 
[ being discliargcd from the Service altogether; 

1 the Adii.iral superseded me, but ordtrut that 
i I should be detuined, beilig impre-ssedwvith the 
! idea, that it is possible I might liave de- 
I frauded Government. Wlicn tins came to my 
I knowledge, I requested to be sent honje, where 
alone 1 knew this point could be decided. I 
I was buoyed up with proniises, smee^ when two 
ships have sailed from this express for England^ 
tho Goiee and Belleisle, yet still aui I detRinea 
I a Superautuerary for*Vieiunls only, and Uttiiid 
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it at present no hopes of an alteration in my 
ciixumstuiices.—^The cause of jmy Ixing kept 
prisoner is, tliat I made public my iiueiicion to' 
develope certain circumstances, among which 
one was, that Capt. Simpson, late of the Star, 
made a false muster, and signed hills upon 
Government before they were due, thcieby to 
enable a Master to desert from liis Maje>-ty’s 
service. Lieut.' Stusrt, late of the Star, witii a 
zei^highly laudable, applied to Sir A. Cochrane 
fur a Cnuit Martial on C^apt. Simpson, but in¬ 
stead of granting the rvished-for enquiry, the 
Admiral removed Mi. Stuart, and the investi¬ 
gation never took place.—T deem it a duty I j 
owe to huruaiiity, to iiil'orin you tbht Capt. j 
Lake, when Commander of (he liecrmt, set a < 
man heloiigiiig to (hut vessel ontshore at Sum- | 
brero, an uninhabited island in *hc AtluiUic 
Areliipelago, where-he died through hunger, or 
otlierwise, for more wus never he.ard of him. 
This was likeni.'^e known to Sir A. Cochrane, i 
■who suffered tlii- tilled murderer to escape, and j 
be now has the command of tlie IJiysses. 
—I appeal to the right hon. C. Bathurst, not 
only as the Member, but as the beloved Mem¬ 
ber of Bristol, to see one of ycur friends put in 
possession of those rights so dear to Eiiglish- 
inen, and of whirb he lias been so iiiiju.vtiy de¬ 
prived. Voltaire justly observes, that streams 
always become uiure impure the farther tiny 
are from the fountuin'he.'d ; this assertion is 
just, inasmucli as the following facts are incon¬ 
trovertible ; viz. the Transport lately seized at 
Trinidad, was em|)layed upon speculating pur- 
oses. The ransoming enemies has not only 
eei) connived at, hut encouraged, and the ho¬ 
nour of the nation lias not only been cumpro- 
mised, hut basely jbandoned, by a set of 
wretches, calling tliemsclies Commissioned Of¬ 
ficers, hut who, in reality, would do better he- 
bind compters in Clieapi^le and Liidgate Hill;4 
but if they makenhese their prototypes, they 
fall short, very short of the original.—P. S. I 
hope you mil not construe into disrespect the 
sealing this with a wafer only, and omitting a 
cover, as I am obli.^ed to use secrecy, in order j 
to prevent detection. 

< 

MINUTES taken at a Court Martial a$scm- 
bled on board Hi* Mujestif’t Ship Gladiator, 
in TorUmouth Hqrbour, on the Sth of Feb, 
1810; and- continued by adjournment the 
following day. • 

Capt. Vi. Bldpohd, President: 

' Captains 

Charles D. Pater, Robert Piampin, 

John E.’Douglass, ’ Thomas Rogers, , 
John Barrett, • John Irwin, 

Sir A. C. Dickson, Bt. Hon, Charles Paget. 
Bichard JI. Pearaoii, William Cumberland, 
Ricbard.,^aggetr, Robert Hail. 

. TJte Prisoner wtas brouglit in, ami audience 
admitted.—The order from the Lords Com¬ 
missioners of the Admiralty, dated the Sd of 
7eb. instant, netting for& that a Letter had 


been addressed to their lordships by tliert. hon. 
(3. Bathurst, enclosing a letter to him front 
Mr. Charles Morgan 'rbomas, dated His Ma¬ 
jesty’s ship Neptune, Fort Royal Bay, Mar¬ 
tinique, tlie 24lh March 1809, in whiph it is 
stated, that the hon. Warwick Lake, when 
commander of His Majesty’s sloop Recruit, 
did oil the 13th Dec. 1HU7, cause a seaman of 
the name of Robert Jeffery, to he landed on 
the desert island Sombrero, and that in conse¬ 
quence of the said letters, their lordships di¬ 
rected, by their secretary’s letter of tiie 6th of 
Dec. 1809, itdmiriil sir Roger Curtis, hurt to 
cause an enquiry to he made into the circum¬ 
stance above-ineulioned on board His Ma¬ 
jesty's said sloop Recruit; and that the Ad¬ 
miral had transmitted to &ieir Louisliips, in 
his Letter to their Secretary of the 9th Dec. 
Ih09, a Report dated the' day preceding, 
which he had received (Tom the Captains of 
His Majesty’s ships Caledonia, Monarch, Etel- 
lona, by which it appears, on q^ainiiimg the 
log of the Recruit, that Robcit Jeffery, a sea¬ 
man of the said sloop, was landed on the 
island Sombrero on the IJth ,Dec. J807, at 6 
p. M. and directed to the Prestfleiit to assem¬ 
ble a Court Martial to enquire into the con¬ 
duct of the said Hon. Wamii k Lake, as coiit- 
muiider of His Majesty’s sloop Uccruit, upon 
the occasion uliove-ineminned, and ro try him 
for having ordered and caused the said Robert 
Jeffeiy to he landed on the said island of Som- 
breru on the 13th Dec. 1807 at 6 v. m. was 
read. 

The Members of the Court and the ^dge 
Advocate, then in open Cuuit, and before they 
proceeded to tgal, respectively took the seve¬ 
ral ^aths enjoined and directed. Then the ex¬ 
tract from tlie said Letter of Mr. C. M. Tho¬ 
mas, the said Report, a Letter from the said 
Capt. Lake, dated 3(1 July 1809, an extractor 
a Letter from the Solicitor of the Admiralty, 
dated the 12ih July 1809, both addressed to 
the Hon. W, W. Pole: and a• Letter from 
their Lordship’s Secretary, enclosing one from 
Vice Admiral .Sir A. Cochrane; were seve¬ 
rally read, and arc iicreio annexed. 

Captain Lake delivered a paper writing to 
tl^Court, as follows : “ I submit that 1 never 
disputed or denied the specihc charge of land¬ 
ing the iniin; it stands admitted by my Letter 
to the D^rds of the Admiralty ; and 1 am now 
willing, ill order to save the time of this Ho¬ 
nourable Court, to admit the specific charge 
for which the Lords Commissioners have been 
pleased to put me on trial by this Honour¬ 
able Court.’’ 

The Court was cleared, apd agreed that, 
notwithstanding 'the above admission, it was 
necessary the Court should bear the evidence 
of the facts, to eisable them to form their judg¬ 
ment upon the case.' 

Mr. EDW. SPENCER, late Master of Hit 
Majesty's Sloop Recruit, called in, and *won\. 

The Judge Advocate asked: —You will be 
pleasea to state to the Court what you know 
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of the charge agiunit Capt. Cake f—On the 
ISth Dec. 1«07, standing to the northward, 
and the island of Sombrero bearing east from 
the ship, distant from her about a mile and a 
lialf (which island is about 5 or G leagues from 
the Dog and Prickly Pear Island, in the West 
Indies, Capt. Cake came on deck, and came 
to the gangway, where I was standing, between 
the hours of 5 and 6 in the afternoon, and 
asked. What island is this? I answered, it was 
the island of Sombrero; Capt. L. said, have* 
we not sonie thieves on board ?• to which I 
said, yes; there are two, who have been guilty 
of theft; Capt. L. immediately said, send up 
Jeffery here; the man soon came up. Capt. 
L. told him, he would not keep such a fellow 
in his ship, and tfiut he should send him on 
shore. Capt: L. afterwards went up to Lieut. 
Mould, second Lieut, who was carrying on 
duty at the time, nilH spoke to him, hut 1 did 
not hear what passed. In about a quarter oi 
half an hour gfierwards Capt. L. said, bear a- 
hand, and land the man, and come off. At 
this time Lieut. Mould was in the boat astern, 
as was also lloltert Jeffery, from the time he 
was called to ^le gangway until I saw him pass 
the gangsvay, to go into the boat; lie wa^ ai 
that time looking for his things, and he was 
called to go into the bout, over tlie stern, 1 
did not see the boat put off, hut after she was 
off I heard Capt. L. hail the Lieutenant to 
bear a-liand, and land the inuii, and come off 
again. I hare omitted mentioning, that be* 
fore the man was ordered into the boat. Cape. 
L. ivdered tlie paipter to get a piece of can¬ 
vas, and paint on it “ Thief,” which I did not 
see done. I was on deck between the horns 
of 7 and 8 when the boat returned, and J^'ery 
was not then in the boat; the bout was 
hoisted up, and wc made sail to the north¬ 
ward. t 

The Court anked: —Was there any water or 
provisions put into the boat tliat landed Tlo- 
bert Jeffery, for his use? I did not see any; 
neither did I hear any ordered.—Were his 
clothes put into the boat? No, they were not; 
I saw tiiein, the next day I think, on hoard ; 
he was dressed in a frock and trowsers, not 
having any hat or shoes on at the time 1 saw 
him. On the following day I dined with Capt. 
Li,, and just as he was rising up to quit the 
tabic, Capt. L. said, i wonder how old friend 
Jeffery comes on now; 1 suppose he is got 
housed by this time.—Arc there any houses on 
Sombrero ? None. I was on the island after¬ 
wards on the 11 th Feb. 1808 I was sent on 
shore by Capt. Lj,- accompanied by Lieut. 
Mould, to see if I could see jiny thingof Jeffery, 
and see what sort of an island it wtis. We 
walked over some part of the island, where we 
found a great many e^^s^ aad young birds sit¬ 
ting on their nests, liot capable of flying away ; 
they are large birds, and when at lull size are 
called Noddies, hut could not find any fresh 
•water. I tasted many pools, and it was all salt 
water which I tasted. The island wa| entirely 


barren, nothing but a kind ofron^ grass weed, 
which was in the middle of the island ; there 
was no.house or inhabitant on it. On the 
island I found a remnant of a pair of trowsen 
much torn, and the handle of a tomahawk or 
hatchet, which were the only tilings I found oil 
the island. I did not find Jeffiry there, (Jor 
any traces of liim, for I minutely surveyed 
every part of the island : it has a craggy ascent, 
and flat when you get upon it; it is about a 
liiile and a half in circumference. We went 
hack to tlie ship at 12, according to Capt. L.’s 
order; we were about an hour and a lialf at 
that time on the island. We brought off vrith 
us soind of the eggs and yuing birds. We 
went a second time in the afiernooi], and car¬ 
ried with us ^uskets and slugs t<> shoot birds, 
and to lookTor the man ; alien it wus we found 
the trowsers. Lieut Mould and Mr. Hobson 
and Mr. Salmon went with us. We surveyed 
the island all over, taking different routes ; we 
did not find the man, nor any traces of him 
then; we returned about 6 or 7 on board. 
Capt. L. came to tlie shore of the island, but 
did not land, and returned w'itli us on board. 

The log-book of His Majesty's sloop was 
produced, begiiiiiiiig May 1807. 

Is that tlie'log-bouK of the Recruit of that 
lime? Yes.—Who wrote it? Mr. Jones,'the 
Muster's Mate, who is dead; he wrote it under 
iny direction.—Did you, from time to time, aa 
Master of the Rerauit, examine the entries 
onade therein? I did, at diffcieiit times; but 
was not correct in ohservinl everv day.—^I'urn 
to the entry of the 13th Dec. 1807, and state 
to the Court when you examined that entry 
^fter it was made? It might be several days 
after.—Do you know that the several circum¬ 
stances there staled are true and correct ? I 
do; except tiie wordi “ lowered down boat 

anil Iniided Robe^^ Jeffery, seaman, 6 . 50. 
up boat, and made sail ” "This being omitted 
by the Master's Mate, who had not inserted it 
ill the log-book, I therefore inserted it myself 
several days afterwards.—Did you acquaint Lt. 
Mould that you had made such entry? 1 did 
not, ns all hands were^on deck at the time« 
the boat was lowered : Cups. Luke did 
not know I had made it, hut the offners of the 
ship knew it.—What is the nearext inhabited 
island to Sombrero ? Tp ihe hr sr of my know¬ 
ledge, I* think It is Anguilla, which i', I be- 
Meve, 7 or 8 leagues distance.—At * hat dis¬ 
tance do vessels generally pass from the island 
of Sombrero? I have heard they pass iie.ar, 
but never saw them; the Recruit u as within 
a quarter of a mile from Sombrero ; the clian- 
nci is about 5 or 6 leagues across, :tpd I have 
' heard that the French fisliennen come there 
tiirtling.—Had any steps been taken to ascer¬ 
tain if there were any inhabitants on the island 
previous to Jeffery being ordered t^^ landed 
there, or provisions or water ? I d<^^t ktiow, 
—Do you know that there were any eggs or 
young birds in the island in the month Oi Dfr*' 
cember, or was it likely, from your obserrations. 
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that aav wen then at Uw tine^ 1 do not 
haow that there were but 1 think it is 
very likely. — Jju l£wd, or any other 
officer, point oat to Capt. Lake, what wduld be 
the pliable fate of Jeftryon that-day or the 
following ? Not that I heard.—What aistance 
was the island of Sombrero from the ship 
the next day 1 About day>ligbt, the island 
bon abopt S. W. ^d by W. about 5 or 6 
leagues distance, being within sight.—^Are the 
Court to Understand that if Capt. L. had been 
so (Usposed be might then have returned to the 
island and taken Jeffery off? Yes; I think 
he plight have done it.—How was the wind ? 
About £, S. £.—At the time Capt. asked 
whether there were any thieves on boani, did 
you name Jeffery as one ? 1 did not mention 
any name.—Do you know why JeRhry’s clothes 
were nut sent with him ? He did not bring 
them up with him, and they were not brouglit 
up before the boat shoved off. Captl Lake or* 
dcred the boat to shove off, and said, never 
mind bis things.”—Did Lt, Mould bring any 
message to Capt. L. on his return from Jeffery, 
expressive of his apprehension of bis situation, 
and desiring to be taken off? Not that I 
heard.—Did you hear Capt. L. forbid any 
water or provisions bein^ut into* the boat for 
Jeffery ? NoI did not.—Do you knuw what 
crime Jeffery had committed, that induced 
Capt. L. to inflict this punishment on him ? I 
rec»llect, in Nov. ISOT, he was charged with 

ra into the gunner's caCih, and taking out aj 
1 , with some (um in it ; be was punished 
Ibr it by flogging him, as a man. On the 13th 
Dec. following he was charged with broaching 
a cask of spruce beer, which had been brewed 
for the ship’s company, for which he was not ' 
punished; but it wa^roved by some persons 
who saw him do it.—Do you know of Jeflery’s 
having been guilty of any other crime, subse¬ 
quent to the punisoBtent iTe received, besides 
tVat of his having broached the cask of spruce 
heer?' Not to the best of my recollection.— 
What distance is the island of Ancgada from 
^oatbrero? I suppoie nearly 10 or 11 le^ues. 
—Do you know that there were on the island 
of aombrego, at tbe^tfke Jeffenr was landed, 
any caaoe, or any mmr possible means by 
Vl&b be could have got to that island, being 
d^tly to leeward? No; I do not.—Was 
JdSera generally considered as a man pf a bad 
or bi^^ous character ? He was always cpn-i 
milered as a skulking man before be committed 
tbeftSr-'From your knowledge of tlie trade- 
#in4^in tiie West Indies, and the Dog and 
fri(^.,Pear Passage, did it strike your mind 
piwable, that vessels would pass near 
fllioiKli. tif discover Jeffery on the island of 
^Dwero? Yo6, it did, at the time. — Did 
jOQ, or any of the officers, to your knowledge, 
sequest Cupt. Lake to send for Jeffery, on the 
monupg ^jMha 14th, the island then in sight ? 
Idld not^ieilber did 1 hear any of the other 
^aeer>.—Did the Becaruit return to Barbadoes, 
or join the Adnural, between the 13th Dec. 
•u 11 th Feh.? 'We returned to Barbadoes, 


end, 1 think, joined the Adnii^ before w« 
wefit to Sombrero again.—Did you sog^t to 
Capt. L. to send provisions wRh Jemn, or 
bear auy other person do so f No; I did not. 
—^Did you bnng the part of the tomahawk or 
hatchet you describe to have seen on the island 
of Sombrero, sn board the Recruit ? I did.— 
Did you compare it with the others in the 
Recruit? No; 1 did not.—Did you form any 
opinion what it was, or from whence it came ? 
My opinion was, it was a fisherman’s; it was 
very rough; it was not any thing belonging to 
tfie Navy.—^Were the trowsers you found of 
the same sort as those worn by Jeffery ? They 
bad the same appearance as trowsers served 
out in his Majesty’s ships.—Did you at any 
subsequent period afterwards hear Capt. LUke 
express any apprehensions as to the fate of 
Jeffery ? Not to the Best of my recollection, 
except os I have before stalled.—Have you any 
reason to think, from Capt. Lake’s saying he 
supposed Jeffery had got liouscd, that he be¬ 
lieved the island of Soiubiero to Uh inhabited? 
1 really believe he did.—Was you prevented 
by fear, or any other motive, from suggesting 
to Capt. Lake the taking off Jeffery ? No ; I 
was nut.—Did Lt. Mould give h!s opinion, as 
to the propriety of leaving Jeffery on the island ? 
Nut that I heard. 

Captain Utke asked : You said, “ Wc hara 
two thieves on board did you mean Jeffery 
as one? I riid.— How often ilid Lt. Mould go 
to the island ? To the best of my recollection, 
he was twice on the lltli of l^-b. ht-sides the 
time he landed the man.—Did you ever hear 
any report as to what hecUinc of Jeffeiy ? 1 
heard it on board the Recruit, 1 think from 
Capt. Lake, that it was advertised in an Ame¬ 
rican*paper, that tlie man was takeu off die 
island, and c.arried to America.—Did you hear 

from Mr. Winds-ir? 1 heard him say, since 
1 hare been at Portsmouth, that he heard it 
from the Hun. Capt. Crofton.—Did you often 
report Jeffery to me as a very had. character, 
and say it w’ould be a very good thing if we 
could get him out of the ship; that floggii^ 
would do him no good ? Yes; I did,—^Did 
you conceive, at the time he was lauded, that 
there were houses, or rocks appearing like 
houses, on the island ? At the time I thought 
tfiere were houses, and did not know that it 
was not inhabited. , _ 

The Court asked: —Considering the descrip¬ 
tion you have given of the island, and the situ¬ 
ation of your ship, could you, or any other of* 
flc'cr of the ship^ have discovered houses, if 
there had been any there ? No, we could not; 

1 think there might have Been bouses and we - 
not see tiiem; tlie Ibnd rises from the surface of 
the water above 40 feet, I should think, and 
therefore we couliknot see over the island,— 
W^ had you frequertily complained of Jeffery 
to Capt. Lake, and wish him out of the ship ? 
He was generally down below in the watch, 
and could never be got up on deckhe had. 
nut been long at sea; he was a very wes^k 
man; oSid bis punishments kart hiin verp 
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much; and 1 ^iioug^l sucli'a man had h^t$r 
be out of the ehip; 1 do not mean hie flogging ; 
he was started several tiroes by a boatswain’s 
male with a rope.—What in yoor conscience 
was the impression upon your oiindy at the 
time tijat Jefiery was landed on Sombrero, 
whether it was a desolate island or not ? ■ The 
impression on my mind was, I did not think it 
was a desolate isuund.—'Had you any reason to 
alter that opinion on the retuiii of the boat 
with Lt. Mould, or before you h» 8 t sight of the 
islaitd ? No,—Did you then coti^der the act 
of Cnpt. Lake as very oppressive ? I did not 
consider wliether it was oppr«sive or not; I 
did not take it into consideration.—How long 
have you been a Master m the Navy; how 
long ill the West Indies; and how many times 
have yon been in sight of Sombrero, before 
that time ? I shall have been a Master, the 
30ih of next month, ftyears. 1 served a-board 
4^ years in the West Indies, in a man-of-war, 
and never was in sight of the island before we 
landed ti^p inaR, lo the best of niy knowledge.— 
Have you any Instruction Book for navigating 
in tile West Indies? No; but 1 have seen 
one.—Did you cter look to see if Sombrero 
was inhabited, or had wood or water ? No; I 
never did —\\^ks the Recruit in want of water 
at the time ? I do not recollect. 

Mr. JOSEPH ELVy, late belonging to the 
Rect uitf called in, and sworn. 

The Judge Advocate asked: —What was you 
in the Recruit, in Dec. 1807 ? 1 belonged 
then,to the .'ifter-guard.—Stale to the CoLy-t 
wlint'you know of die charges against Capt. 
Lake. On llie ISili Dec. 1807, the ship was 
off Sombrero. About 6 in tiie'evenmg. Cap!. 
Lake called Jeffery, and told him he shuTiid 
send him on shore on that i'liind ; a patch was 
sewn on to his back, with the word “ Thief” 
on it; Capt. Lake then told Lt. Mould to 
make iriste and land the man, and return. I 
suw the inuii,go into the bunt by ordtr of Capt. 
Lake; liC had on a white frock and irowsers, 
black hat; 1 cannot say win (her he had shoes 
on or not; when the boat returned he was not 
ill it.— Are you sure he had a hat on ? I am 

{ iretty sure.—Were any clothes put into tlie 
loat with him? None, that 1 know of.— Did 
he ask for his clothes ? I did not hear him. 

The Court asked: —yj^ere any provisions or 
water put into the boat ? 1 do not know that 
there was ; I did not see any put in.—Did you 
bear any orders given by Capt. Lake to pre¬ 
vent any water or provisions being put into the 
boat? No, I did not.—Was Jeffery consi¬ 
dered an infamous character ? He had been 
flogged once tor takuig rum olit of the gunner's 
caUn.—Du you know that there is any water, 
or inhabitants, on Sombrero?, No.—Did you 
see any houses there ? No.—Do you know, 
on the return of the boat, that any representa¬ 
tion was made to .Capt. Lake, relative to the 
aitpation of Jeffery, or relative to the island it¬ 
self either by the officer, or any man who went 
M slwre ? No,' I 4 q ooW-i*Do you rerflentber 
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the next moroiag beiog ia nght of Sombrero ^ 
Yes.—Do you know at any tune that day, than 
any representation was made to Capt. Lake 
respectirig Jefllny, with a request of bis being 
taken off, by any person on board the Recrait r 
No.—Was the situation of the ship such, tbm. 
next day, that if Capt. Lake bad been so dis¬ 
posed, be might have approached the island, 
and taken the man off? ^I do not recollect 
that it was.—What distance was the Recruit 
from Sombrero, about 5 in the evening of the 
13th Dec. 1807 ? I do not know.— 1 » it your 
opinion she was near enough to b.ive discovereid 
houses, had there been anyonlt? Itliinkvgre 
were too fa i off at that time.—W h.s she near 
enough, at any time prior to the man being 
sent from the ship, to have discovered auy 
houses, if tlsefe had been any there? Yes, 
abopt a quarter of an hour \ieiore he was sent 
away.—From what you had observed, did you 
suppose, at the time Jeffery was sent from the 
bug, that the island was uniuhabited ? No ; I 
did not know whether it was or nut.—Do you 
know what crime Jeflery had been guilty of to 
induce Capt. Lake to set him on shore on the 
island ? 1 believe it vyas fur broaching a cask 
of spruce beer that same day.—Did you think 
it a very very cruel andvoppressive act, at the 
time the putting Jeffery on shore ? Yes, I did. 
—Was the ship's company at an allowance of 
water at the time ? 1 do not recollect.—Waa 
any ship in sight at the time, or boat, wheq 
Jefftry was put on shore ? No. 

FRANCISCO VAL(A, a Settman belonging i» 
the Recruit, called in, and sworn. 

The Judge Advocate asked :—Was you one 
of the boat’s ert \v in- which Jeffery was takeq 
on shore from the Recruit, and landed on Som¬ 
brero ? Yes, I was; when the buat was lowered 
givtrrn, he came into the boat.—How was be 
drrs-'-d ? Hu had wlflte tri^irsers, white frock, 
and a straw hat; one of tlie boat’s crew gave 
liini a pair of shoes, Mr. Mould a handker¬ 
chief, and another man a knife.—Were any 
provisions or water put into the buat ? No.-?* 
Was the man in good spirits, or was he crying? 
He cried when he went a-||i()rc ; he sqjid, Cood 
heal.h to the gentlemen and boat’s crew.—Did 
lie nik them to take him on hoard again ? I 
did not hear him say that.—Did he immediately 
get upon the rock on the tsland ? Yes.—How 
higii IS it?* A', high as the mjzen-top.—Was it 
difficult to get up? No; any one could get up. 
—Did you go on shore yourself? Yes; 1 went 
about 30 feet on the island.—Was it dark at 
the time ? It was dark. 

The Court asked: —How long was the boat 
on .shore ? About i of mn hpur. — Did the 
Lieut, and boat’s crew go upon the rock, to se9 
if there were any liousesr Yes; and when, 
they came down, they Mid there were oa 
houses.—When you put off, did cry} 

Yes; hut he did not make any noise.--^W b« 
bleeding at the time ? No; I did not seg hinu. 
—Did Jeffery ask for water or proviiioiui wW 
^ was put OB shore ? ^o; I did pot ktic^un* 
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Mr. JAMES HOBSON, /a<e acting Purser 
aad Clerk of the. Recruit^ and now Clerk of 
the Ulysses, called in, and sworn. * 

The Judge Advocate asked: —Produce the 
Muster Book oi' the Recruit, turn to the 
Prisoner's name, and au<juaiiit the Court 
how. it there stands? No. 117, Siiip’s Book, 
Robert Jeffery, ordinary, entry llth Aug. 
1807, appearance 25th run 13tlj, Dec. 

Idb7, at Sombrero island. — Do you know 
that Jeffery was put on shore on that island by 
tie order of Cnpt. Lake on that day ? Yes.— 
Was he the person above described ? Yes.—By 
whose order did you put the 11 . gainst his 
name ? I believe I did it of rny own accord.— 
Did Capt. Lake know that yqp had so dune i 
When the ship arrived at Barbadfles, he asked 
me how he was dischargeil on tlie book: I told 
Jiiin 1 had run him on uie books; he said that 
I ought to have discharged him to Sombrero.— 
How long was that afterwards? About six weeks 
ago. —Did Capt. Lake direct you to take out 
the R. and make an enti^ of Ins being dis¬ 
charged to Sombrero ? Yes.—Why did you 
not do It? Because I helieve I had sent a Mus¬ 
ter Boofc up previous. —Had CapU Lake any 
knowledge or that lV^?ster £o(k having been 
sent away, and of the II. having remained 
against the name of Jeffery on that book ? He 
’signed that Book, but be did not know that the 
R. was against Jeffery’s name at the time it 
was sent.— Before you had entered tlie R. 
against the nainevof Jeffery, had you any con¬ 
versation with Capt. Lake, as to the mode the 
en^ should be made on the book ? Nu. 

The Court asked: What distance was the Re¬ 
cruit from Sombrero at 5 p. M. on the 13tb Dec.? 
1 was on deck just before the man went away, 
about 6 o’clock; she was not more than f of a 
mile or a mile then.—^is it at that time sufii# 
ciently light and i^ar for you to see the island ? 
Not distinctly.— From any observations you 
had made in the course of that day or at that 
time, did you suppose Sombrero to be inha¬ 
bited, or not ? I tbouglit it was inhabited, at 
the time.—What reasons had you for funning 
that opinion ? 1 could not see the island dis¬ 
tinctly enough to sec any bouses: tlie ofiicers 
said, at the time, that fishermen resoi ted to it, 
and inhabited it, whp came there to catch tur¬ 
tle; I heard the first and second'alieutenant 
say so, I think the master, but am not sure:'— 
Do you mean to say, that you understood that 
the fishermen were eccasionally there, or when 
fliey went away with fish, they left part of their 
people there ? I understood it was always inha¬ 
bited some of them.—Do you know whe¬ 
ther any research was made by the officer whb 
landed Jeffery to ascertain that fact ? No.—Did 
you see any person or building on the island 
ourself; I have already said, it was too dark; 
could eot discover any tiling distinctly.—Was 
there any report made by the officer, or any 
person in the teat, on their return, that tlm 
island was not inhabited { > 1 beard the officer 
sajf who Un^ed the man (laeut. Mould) that 


be did not think it was inbabitra. I have no 
knowledge that it was stated tp Capt. ^ke.— 
Did you, at any period subseipient to the 13tb 
Dec. 1807, bear Capt. Lake express apprehen* 
sion respecting the fate of Jeficry ? No; only 
when he learnt it was an uninhabited island, 
he said, he was very Surry it had happened; 
he would rather have given 20,000 /. This was 
after he had been to the Admiral, at Barbadoes. 
—Do you know when Capt. Lake heard that 
Sombrero was not inhabited? I believe he 
heard U wffien we got to Barbadoes.— Did 
Capt. Lake tell you so ? Capt. Lake told me, 
he understood that it was an uninhabited 
island, and that lie was going back to sec if the 
man was there, by the Admiral’s orders.—How 
long have you sailed with Capt. Lake ? From 
the 8 th March 1R06 to the 14ih June 1808, 
and from the 30th May 1809 to this date.— 
From your kncwledgc of Capt. Luke, do you 
think lie would have ordered Jeffery to have 
been put on Sombrero, if he kngw it w.as unin¬ 
habited? No; lam almost sure hewodld not.— 
Do you know ifOpt. Lake, at the time Jeffery 
was put on sliore, directed .any inquiry to he 
made whetlier the island was iishabited or not ? 
If he did I never heard of it.—Did you see Lt. 
Mould that night, after he returned from put¬ 
ting Jeffery on the island ? Yes.—Did he ap¬ 
pear to be distressed at the order he had been 
directed to execute, or express any regret at 
it? No; iiotliing further than I have stated; 
that he did not think it was inhabited. 

Captain fake asked: —Did you hear Lt. 
Mould ask me leave to go and land tbs man 
volunteering to do it ? No ; I was below.— 
Ilaie you aiiy„ and what knowledge, and by 
w))pt means, as to what became of Jeffery ?—I 
understood that lie had been taken off the 
island by an American merchant vessel, and 
conveyed to America: I was told so by the 
Purser of the Recruit, Mr. Windsor, who said, 
that Capt. Crofton told him tlmt he had cut 
the account of it out of an American paper, 
and that lie should give it to him, to take to 
Capt. I.Ake, but he could not find it.—Did you 
hear what was the date of the Americao paper ? 
No. 

Ctii February 1810 . 

Mr. EDWARD SPENSER called in again. 

The Court asked: —At the time Jeffery was 
sent on shore to Sombrero, did Capt. Lake 
give any directions to examine whether the 
island was inhabited or not ? Not that 1 beard. 
— Did Capt. Lake order his pistols to be 
brought on dock, at the time ? Yes; he did.— 
You will state tp the Court what hef'said on 
that occasion ?—I did not hear captain Lake 
make any remark at the time, further than 
order bis pistol»>toJbe brought on the deck; 
and they were laid on the capstan.— By 
whom were they brought? To the best of 
my retellectiou, by Capt. Lake's Steward.— 
For what purpose were those pistols brougUt 
on deck ? Really I cannot say; I have 
quently known Capt, Lake’i pistols brought 
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on deck, when beating the quarters.—At the 
time Captain Lake'ordered his pistols to be 
brought on deck, did you notice the state 
of his mental faculties f _No ; I did not.—Had 
you any reason, from bis conduct, to suspect 
him not to be of sound mind at the time? I 
did not consider myself a competent judge, but 
I have heard the Surgeon say, that he ihouglit 
he was a little touched, or insane. At the 
time he ordered the pistols to be brought on 
deck, he spoke loud and harsh. *I think he 
was as much in his senses then as ho usually 
was, wlien carrying on the duty of the ship.— 
Did you hear Capt. Lake say, if any body men¬ 
tioned to him the name of Jc tlery he would put 
him'to death, or wards to tliat effect? No ; I 
never did.—Did you hear him forbid water and 
provisions being put into the boat? No ; I did 
nut.—Do you mean to say, that Capt. Luke has 
li-equcntly ordered his pistols to be brought up 
when not at quarters? I have seen them so 
often brought up, that I cannot recollect whe¬ 
ther pistols have been brouglit up, when not at 
quarters, or not.—^jlave you at one time known 
Capt. Lake toiiave ordered his pUtols to he 
brought up, when not at quarters, besides the 
time before stated ? I do not recollect.—Did 
you sec Lt. Mould on the uight of the IStli 
Dec. aftt r he had put Jeffery on shore at Som¬ 
brero? Yes.—Did Lt. Mould appear to be dis¬ 
tressed at the orders he had been directed to 
execute, or express any regret at it, either on 
that night or the next morning? No; he did 
not, that 1 beard.—IJpon consideration of whftt 
passed at the time Jeffery was put on shore, 
do you still mean to say, that it did not enter 
into your consideration, whether the act was 
oppressive or not, or what would be hJs fate ? 
No, it did not; for i really thought, at the 
lime, that the island was inhabited.—Were 
there' any ships or vessels, or boat in sicht, at 
the time Jeffery was landed on the island ? We 
boarded a vbssel a few hours before; but I 
cannot say whether she was in sight or not; 
when the man was landed 1 did not see her.— 
lielate to the Court whether Capt. Lake was 
sober on the evening of the 1.3rh of Dec. 1807, 
when he ordered Jeffery to be put on slmre on 
Sombrero. 1 do not think he was perfectly, 
sober.—What quantity of water was there on 
board tlie Kccrui: on tlie evening of the IStli 
Dec. 1807? 1 believe from 17 to 19 tons: 
not less than 17.—Under the impression of the 
oath you have taken, since you hetird of a 
Court Martial for the trial of Capt. Lake fur 
leaving Jeffery on the island, have you had 
conversation with any person as to the evidence 
you were to give, except Capt. Lake and the 
Judge Advocate ? On my oath, I never have.— 
In one p.art of your cvidcqpe you say, that the 
conduct of Copt. Lake was as usual at the time 
Jeffery was sent on shore, and you have since 
Mtd that you do not think' he was perfectly 
sober; what are the Court to understand from 
tlast ? Capt. Lake, after liis wine, was psually 
im>re elevated 'than he was in the former part 
of the day.—Did yon see Capt. Lake on the 
following .luumiiig; nhd at what time? 1 


saw him when he cqme on dgck, between 8 
and 9; I was then officer of the w^tch.—Was 
Sombrero then in sight? 1 think it. wag; i» 
was at 6 in the morning.>-.-Was Capt, Lake' 
informed of ite being in sight? Lieut. Mould 
had the morning watch, but 1 do not know 

whether he informed tlie Captain or not._Do 

you from any circumstance arising from your 
ovt;n knowledge, know that Capt. Lake ku^w 
the island was in sight or not ? No; I do 
not.—Was any vessel or boat in sight whim 
you relieved the deck at 8 o’clock ? 
tticre was not.—Do you I^now whether the 
pistols laid on the capstan by Capt. Lake’s 
order, on the 13th Dec.J|1807, were loaded or 
not? No ; I do not.'—Did you see any am- 
. munition produced on the* capstan on that 
evening? No; I did not. 

THOMAS JENKINS, Serjeant of Marina, 
• called in, and sworn. 

The Judge Advocate asked: You will state tp 
the Court what you know respecting the charge 
against Capt. Lake. About two years ago tim 
ship was in the West Indies, near an island, 
whose name I ^o not r^ollect ; I saw Jeffery 
sene into the boat by Capt. Lake’s order; be 
ordered the boat to b« manned and him into 
it; 1 brought him up between decks; he was 
dressed in a blue jacket, and mother of pearl- 
buttons; I believe he^iad a hat on; when ha 
went into the boat; 1 am not positive whether 
he had a blue jacket on of not.—^Were his 
clothes brought up, and put into the boat 1 
Nut to niy knowledge; 1 was not ordered to 
bsing them up.—Do you know why they were 
not put into the boat? No.—Did he ask for 
his clothes? No.—Why did you not bring 
them up ? I was never ordered to bring them 
%ip.—Did Jeffery ex]^» any reluctance at 
being set on shore ? l^d not hear him 
speivk.—Was he immediately ordered into the 
boat, on his being brought uu ? A few minutes 
after.—Was anything said to him by Capt. 
Lake before he went into the boat ? Nothing 
that I heard, further than to make haste back 
with the boat.—Did Jeffery at th^time^ he 
went into the boat, know that he was to be 
landed and left on the island ? Yes; I be- 
liete he did—How do yon know ? Every 
person theught so.—Did you see the island 
freftn the ship? Yes.—Did yon know whether 
it was inhabited or [not ? 1 thought it was.— 
Why did you think so? It being dusk in thk 
evening, there were large rocks^ which appeared 
like houses.—Could you discover the size of the 
island ? It was about half a mile in l«n|!tl>.~' 
Did you hear any directions given by Capt. 
Luke, to examine whether the I'kiid was in¬ 
habited <'Ot not ? No,—Did you hear him di¬ 
rect the officer wlio conimonded the boat, tp 
bring back Jeffery, if he should find it was not 
inhabited? No.—Were any provisions or 
water *ordered into the boat, for tlie 'nse 
of Jeffery ? I did mot hear of aityi-^Did 
you hear any directions given by>«,Cwt. lAhe, 
that there should "not be gny proi^noa or 
water, or liu^inuu’s clothes put into the boiU? 
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1 did hIm tw of any.—Did you hear of any 
.# at dona given, to seareh if there was freati 
water On the island at the tioae JeRi^y was sent 
an shore? No.—Was he brought back in the 
beat ? I <Ktl net aee him; Oor hare I seen 
him since. - ' 

'£kt Court o$ked: Was Jeffery considered as 
an anfbmous character on board ? No; he 
WasxitftrSiied about a week befiire for theft.— 

When yott brought Jeffery an the quarter deck, 
did Gapt. ]^e state any reasons for landing 
him? No; not as I heard.—Did you hear 
Cimt. Lake say, that if any inan mentioned 
/emij he would put him to dmiih? No.— 

Did you observe a 'brace qf pistols placed' on 
the capstan ? Z did not see thtti ).—Did you, 

‘«n the following day, hear any person remind 
Capt. l«ke that Jeffery was left on the island ? 

No.—After the boat returned, did you under- 
lUasd the idud tobe uniniiabited, or that there 
WM flesh water on it and houses? I liiought 
9 ^' thepeojde were saying, when the boat was 
Mae Vritj) Jefl^ny, that he woald be starved to 
deaim; and Mr. Spencer came up- behind, and 
•aid, ** You be damned;” which I thought 
tteanf he would do vetf well.—fDid you notice 
aay diing extraordinary in the conduct of 
Gapt. (Ake, at the time he sent Jeffery on 
diore; or did he carry on the duty in a cool, 
dldiberate manner, in his usual way ? He ap- 
yteated to be very paisiobate at the dme, more 
shba-usual.—Fra|n what you observed at tffe 
~ have you any re.-isoii to. believe that he 
I sot of sound mind at the' time when he 
Jeffery on shore ? No; 1 do not know; 
da Was not in such a passion in the mornirig 
$0 he. was over-night.—Did you, at any time, 
dUnk it cruel and oppressive patting Jeffery on 
Aon}' No; I thought the island was in-. 
i^bitfidir*~’Zl^tie^p<^]^Court whether Capt.* 

SsEe'wss sober on the evening of the 13th of 
Dec., when he. ordered Jeffery to be put on 
dNve on Sombrero ? He appeared to. me to 
bw sober.—Do you know whether Jeffery 
dwh off his jacket before he went into the 
nr was directed to do so ? I cannot 
iNWUeet? 

JUPN PEARSON, Quarter matter of Hit 
^ ^fajestfs Shop Rfemit, culled in, andneorn. 

' Hds Judge' Advocate atked: *Was 
IGnarlta'-master. at the time when Jeffery was 
the boat? Yes, I was.—State to the 
ir^what you know, and saw, upon that oc- 
•djfliiil. When he came up, I met him coming 
fillljK^mtaain-deek : he then had a frock and 
etDipifoj tad a blue jacket with inother-of- 
y b brltl blmtas; on it, and a straw bat, and no 
wiww 1 came aft, be went into the 
IfoillL wjUkodft’any jacket on.—Was the Cap- 
ddotia'dejchfP Y«*.~What did he say ? When 
tin beat WtainiBind up on the starboard side, 

Cbpt^ Eakr told ‘Efr. Mould to land him, and 
Mr • band badc'srith the boat.—Did Jeffery 
•Ifowtay rehictanoetoEe landed ? I did not 
iiabba srhenba weht ioto^the boat.—Was he 
bnUarboatwhea siincaiM back ? He ww not. 

M«*tbnulaB4'EM<>'tho ahip ? Yes; 


m 

it was about | of a mile'(jrom us. Tlie isliind 
appeared to be 2 or 3 miletluiq^; and the height 
[f of It might be as high ns a brig’s cross-jjtak 
yard.—Did you know whether it was inhaniled 
or not ? I do not know; I was qever on shore. 
—Did it appear to be inhabited ? I do not 
know.—Did yon sec any huosts or smoke ? 
No.—Was it iiglit enough to have seen it, if 
there were any ? Yes.—Were there any pro¬ 
visions or i^ter put into the boat ? No.—iJid 
you hear Capt. Lake qrder that none should 
be put in? No.—Were any'ordeis ginn to 
search if tliere was any fresh water on shore 7 
1 did not he-ar it.—Did you see uny pistols on 
the capstan on that evening? No.—Were bis 
clothes put into the boat? No.—Why were 
they not? I do not know — Did you hear Capt. 
Lake threaten to put asy man to death that 
mentioned the name of Jeffery ? I did not.— 
Was he considered an infamous churacter ? 
He had a good character, us faf us I know.— 
What impression did it make on your mind, the 
landing of Jeffery ; did you tinnk it an act of 
cruelty and oppression ? !• thought it was a 
very cruel thiug at the timei-^Was the blue 
jacket taken in the boat %iitli Jeffery or not ? 
I (Jo not know.—You have said, “ you thought 
it a very cruel thing, the putting Jeffery on 
shore;” what induced you to think so? The 
people were saying at the time that it was a 
barren isl-and.—Was iliat your own opinion ? 
No; I did n.it. know what island it ivas. 

Capt. Luke atked; —Did you see all the 
islaniJ, or only one side offit ? I sub/ all found 
the west pint of it.—Was Jeffery repeatedly 
accused of tlieft ? He was punished for theJt 
abfiut five days before; he was reported for 
stealing some rum out of the gunner’s cabin. 

Th" Court asked: Had be committed any, 
otiitv thrit after that puiiisbmeiit? Nut that I 
know of; it was reported he had broaciied a 
cask of spruce beer, a day or iiyo before be 
was sent on shore. 


JOSEPH MOTT, Captain of the Forecastle of 
the Hecruil, called in, and sworn. 

The Judge Advocate ask ed: Was y<>u on deck 
at the time Jeffery was sent out of tlie Recruit ? 
Yes; off Sombrero. I heard Capt. Lake give 
orders to have him put intn tlie boat, and land¬ 
ed on the island.—Did be say why it should 
be done? Yes; on account of taking some 
spruce out of a cask.—Did Jeffery say any 
thing? Nut in my hearing.—What duthes 
had he ? A frock and trowsers, wlien 1 saw 
him in the boat.— Did he look cheerful or sor¬ 
rowful? He looked sorrowful.—Did you see 
any pistols brought upon deck ? No. 

The Court asked: What impression had it 
on your mmd at*th* time, leaving Jeffery be¬ 
hind ? 'I tlkoiight it was very sorrowful to see 
a man left on a desolate island like that.-*- 
^Djd you thiuk it a cruel act ? Yes.—Did yogi 
know it was a desolate island ? No; it was 
dusk. • 1 did not think it was cruel at first;;, hot 
when we returned, and found it to be a' deso ■ 
late island, 1 thought so.—Was there a sufii- 
dent light to see if there were hduses on 
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island? There were rocks that, looked like 
houses.—Before you lost^sight of the island, 
conld you ascertain if they were bouses or not? 
They did not seem like houses when we got 
round the rock.—Did you hear Capt. Lake 
give directions that neither water or provi¬ 
sions or eiotlies should be pot into the boat ? 
I did not hear that.—Have you seen Jeffery since 
he was landed ? No.—Was tlie brig on the 
weather or lee side of the island, when the boat 
was sent away with Jeffery ? On*the lee side. 
—Did you run down from the windward ? 
Yes.—At what distance did you pass the 
island? A mile .and a half.—Was there liglit, 
at that time, to see^if there were any houses or 
inhabitants-on the island, had there been any ? 
Z looked, but did not see any; I think there 
was light sufficient to sec them, if tliere had 
been any.—When the boat returned from land¬ 
ing Jeffery, do yon know that tliere was any 
report from tl^ officer or men, of the situation, 
as to the island, in which Jeffery was led? 
Mr. Mould said it was n barren place, as he 
came over the trijngway.—Did he tell Capt. 
Lake so ? Not in iny hearing.—Did you see 
Capt. Lake when he ordercil Jeffery to be 
landed ? Yes.—Did you then consider him to 
be in bis right senses ? The same as usual, 
•niy passionate. 

DEFENCE. 

Mr. President, and Odntlemen or tuis 
fioNOURABtE Court ;—It is not my intention 
to dutain you at any.length, by representing 1:o 
you tlie painful situation in which J am placed, 
nor of pointing out to you the nature of the 
charge alledged against me; to men of your 
honourable minds, such an address can hardly 
be wanting ; indeed, I am convinced it is 
wholly unnecessary, from the strict attention 
you have paid to the Inquiry. The accusation 
Against me is of a most serious nature; and I 
beg leave to*ask every gentleman of this ho¬ 
nourable Com t, whether it has not been brought 
forward under most siiiguLar circumstances. It 
is suggested by a person 1 have never seen in 
tny life, but whose character will not bear in¬ 
vestigation. I need not remind you, that the 
character of an accuser ought always to be most 
scrupulously attended to. When I s|»eak of the 
accuser, of course I dti not mean the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admirolry, for whom I 
must ever have the highest-icspect, but by my 
accuser, I mean Thomas, who is nut here to be 
confronted by me, and wliosc charge is couched 
in a bitterness of spirit which brings down sus¬ 
picion upon it. It also contains a foul and 
false assertion, as I tnist will manifestly appear 
in the result of this Inquiry; a cliurge which 
hits occasioned aggravated^and unfounded ru¬ 
mours and conjectures against my character. 
With regard to the fact of |-anding Robert Jef- 
refy, I have never donjjed it; I have admitted it 
iff letter to the Lords Commissioners of the 
A'ffmiralty, a3d I was equally ready to admit it 
yesterday, in order to save tli6 time of this ho¬ 
nourable Court; but I do from my heart deny 
motives imputed to me. I solemrly de- 


claie, I never intended to pM S»ber| Jeflkvjr 
in any jeopardy ,by landing him. It aftpMrt 
that his^ character wu bad; his propensity to 
disobedienco and' dishonesty was such, es is' 
lead me end others to believe, Uiat punisfaniesC. 
would only harden his heart, and confirm him 
in his had practices. You will be pleased to 
recollect the evidence of Mr. Spencer, the chief 
witness on the part of the prosecution on (jiis 
point; he himself advised me to get the mas 
out of the ship; and I declare, that by landing 
him, 1 thought lie would be made more senslUe 
of his. want of couduct, and reform in fiitoret 1 
was persuaded,, at the time, that the island was 
inhabited; iii addition to which, I cannot but 
suppose it within youp knowledge, that tho 
island is not out of the reach of human assist¬ 
ance. 1 need not state that it is within the 
track of vessels on particular destinations, and 
which frequently pass within sail of the island. 
Jeffery found this to be the case, and there is 
no reason to doubt but that he was taken off the 
island ; for it appears, that on a search being 
made tliere afterwards for him, one of the wit¬ 
nesses states expressly, tliat not a trace of him 
was to be fout^, whicl^ cannot conceive could 
have been the case if he had perished there, aa- 
is most unwarrantably asserted by Thomas. 
Gentlemen, I have no doubt he was coqveyed 
to America in perfect safety. 1 myself verily 
believe he is in England at this moment, con¬ 
signed (ns it were) to the merchants, out of 
whose service I pressed hhn,1ind who, perhaps 
are keeping him concealed till the event of mis 
Court Martial it known, and then he may be 
1 st loose upon me, to seek a compensation in 
damages, by-an action at law; the place of bis 
concealment, how'ever, has hitherto eluded tlw 
diligence of my agents. I do not expect or .da- 
tsire any statement to Jhfijgkm on my own ap* 
sertion, but I stand her^9*my defence under 
considerable disadvantages, with several wit¬ 
nesses, w1)om I consider material on my behalf 
now abroad, sneh as Lieut. Mould, Mr. Sahnon 
the Midshipman, Mr. Boyce the Gunner, and 
others; among whom I may mention the Hon. 
Capt. Crofton. I am not, however, Mft dest^ 
tutc of evidence, for a most important docu¬ 
ment is now before you; 1 mean the dfficiid 
report made by Sir A. Cochrane to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, on this sub¬ 
ject, and by them transmitted to the Judea 
Advocate, read by him to this Honouralw 
Court, and now lying on the table. Be pleased 
to consider attentively the statement made by 
this official communication; contrast it with 
the Letter of Thomas, who is my insiocibld* 
Accuser, and then decide whether he was war¬ 
ranted in asserting, that Robert Jeffeiy h^ p«* , 
rished through- the inhumanity of one whom oa 
has thought proper to describe ss a “ titled 
“ murderer.'' Gentlemen, I have stated, 
that I admit the fact of landing the man, but 
I deny the motives and coas^ueneM 
ledged against me, ai*d found this^ *deinal aa 
wen on his character, as on my ow Jb^f >e- 

, * Qy. Invisible. 
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»pectmg the .state -of due u||m)4^ J Waa in¬ 
formed afterward*, oa my «d*al «t ^ajhidoes, 
,ihatlwMti«»tehen on thi* subsea, which 1 
moat ever de|dore; it eannot, however, be de¬ 
nied, that this island is within the oluervation 
ot passing vessels. For this fact I beg to advert 
to the evidence on the part of the prosecution ; 
and alao. to ttie conclusion uf the Letter /ram 
Si^A. Cochrane. I must again deny that any 
fatal consequence befel this man; as to tliis 

f ioint, 1 miglit safely rest on ths presumption of 
aw, in favour of the man’s existence, unless his 
death be proved: as to this, 1 again beg leave 
to refer to the evidence before yoy, •and once 
more draw your attention to Sir A. Cociirane’s 
■Letter, whereby be expresses hyiiself fully sa- I 
lisfied as to the man’s safety. OentieinVii, it 
appears, that my Coiniiiaiider in Cfiirf, A. 
Cochrane,,took this afi'air under bis enquiry, 
with every means uf intonnation atforiied to 
him; and the result of his mature and unbiassed 
judgment was, that the case did not require 
lirai to try me by a Court Maniel, but lie did, 
agreeably to the feelings of his honourable cha¬ 
racter, enquire into, adjudge, and punish me on 
the occasion, for I was seriously admonished by 
him, as he states in hi?X,etter f and wh.it but 
punishment can that be to a feeling, manly, and 
honourable mind; I did theref ire hope, tl.ai 
this unfortunate event had been sndiciently 
visited, and that the present Court Martial 
' might have been deemed unnecessary; butj[ 
do not mean this *s the language of complaint; 

I bow to the wisdom and justice of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, who have 
thought it proper to put ibis matter into a trajn 
of further investigation; and suine circum¬ 
stances of my case must make it apparent, that 
1 bad no wish fo impede or protract the en¬ 
quiry. I cannotb^cgevailed upon to speakf 
of myself, <but it l^lflSSible that you may know, 
that an early testimony was bestowed upon me 
([ hope not undeservedly) for having done that, 
which I admit was nothing more than niy duty, 
and which I Ho not pretend was worthy of no¬ 
tice. This, however, is a subject wliicli it noes 
not becolne any man to dwell upui), and I li.'pe 
to be excused for even alluding to it; but, Gen¬ 
tlemen, when I am presented to your ixnice 
cruel and oppressive am I not vindicated Irom 
the charge by the evidence; Mr.•Hobson in 
particular I consider os saying cxp/essly, ondiis 
solemn oath, .that be does not believe me capa¬ 
ble of such acts; for he states, that he is most 
xnrtaiii, that I would not have ordered Uobert 
JeBerj to be landed, had 1 known, believed, or 
'«veost]|>P"^^*^> island w.as not inhaiiit- 

«d. Iii^addition to this, I might fif I could be 
permitted jm\n do) adduce the unsolicited and 
unexpected evidence of a most b.'indsome Let¬ 
ter froift the iOtiicers of my own ship. I must 
ever feel obliged to thove gentlemen for ad¬ 
dressing it me, whether I am albiued today it 
iiefore this Honourable Court or not. I rely 
.implicitly on your good»8cnse, experience, and i 


i 

' honour, and I look forward to.be qieedily k. 
I lievfd by your-Sentence, from the dark and 
horrible insiniintionB which have gone forth, and 
deeply wounded iny peace of mind^ and afleceed 
i iny character as a Captain of a British mao-cf- 
war. I apologiee for occupying so miiOh of 
; your time, acknowledging the attention'and in¬ 
terest you have manifested on this occasion, 
and confidently expecting a favourable result 
from your feelings of justice and honour, actu¬ 
ated by the divid^ptice Which has been adduced 
before you; and which, I must submit, does in 
no respect substantiate the very extraordinary 
accusation that has been preferred against me. 
—Dated Cth February, 1810.—W. LAKE. 

SENTENCE. 

Pcrsitakt to an Order from the Right lion, 
the Lords Cnminissionere of the Adniirnlty, 
dated the 3d of Feb. instant, and directed to 
the President, setting forth that a Letter had 
been addressed to their Lordships by the Rt. 
lion. Charles Bathurst, enclosing a Letter to 
him from Mr. Charles Morgan ’J'iinmas, dated 
Ilis Majesty’s Ship Neptune^ Fort Royal Bay, 
Martinique, the 34th of March tHOP ; in which 
II is Slated, that the Hon. Warwii-k Luke, 
when commander of His Majesty's Sloop the 
Recruit, did, ou the 13th Dec. 1807, cause a 
seaman uf the name of Robert JeflTcrv, to be 
landed on the desert island of Sombrero ; and 
that their Lordships, in cnnseqiicoce of the 
said I.eitevs, directed, by their Secretary’s Let¬ 
ter of the 6th Dec. 1809, Admiral Sir Roger 
Curtis Bait, to cause an ‘inquiry to be ^ade 
into tlie circumstances above mentioned on 
b.rard His Majesty’s said sloop Recruit. And 
that the Admiral had iraiisiiiitted to their Lord- 
ships, ill hi- Letter to tbeir .Secretary of the 
9th Dec. 1809, a Report, dated the day pre¬ 
ceding, which he had received from the Cap¬ 
tain’s of His Majesty’s Ships, Caiedonia, 
.Monarch, and Belloim, by wliicb it appears, 
on examining the lug of the Recruit, that Robert 
Jefi'ery, seaman of the said sloop, was landed 
on the islanrl uf Sonibreio on the IStli Dec. 
1807, at G p. M. Thu Court proceeded to in- 
I quire loto the<onduct of the said Hon. War¬ 
wick Luke, ns commander of His Mtyesty's 
said sloop Recruit, upon the pccasion above 
inenti.uied, and to try him fiir having ordered 
and cuuseri the said Robert .Icficry to be landed 
on the said island of Suinbreio on the 13th 
Dec. 1807 at 6 p. M. And haring heard the 
Evidence produced in support of the charge, 
and by the said Hon. Warwick Lake, in his 
Defence, ni.d what he had to allege in support 
thereof; and liav'ing maturely and deliberately 
weighed and eonsideied the whole,—the Court 
is uf Opinion, That the Charge has been proved 
against the said tlo*. Warwick Lake, and doth 
adjudge him to be dismissed from fiis Miyesty’* 
service; and the said Uoii, Warwick Lake is 
hereby d smissud from liis Majesty’s servi'gs 
accordingly. 
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“ No Freemaa shall be taken, or IMPRISONED, or be disseised of his Fseehold, or Liberties, or 
“ Fkee Customs, or be out-iawed, or exiled, or any othenrise datroyed ; nor will we not pass upon him, 
** nor condemn him, hut by /awful Jud/^ment tf hii Peers, or by the Law of the Land, We will lAl ttr* 
*' no man, we will not deny oredefer to any man, dtber Justice or IU|liL”— Magna Chasta : 
Chapter XXXUC. 

• 

“ PERSONAL LIBERTY b a natural inherent right, which cannot be surrendered, orRyfeited, 
“ unless by the commission of some great and atrocious crime, and which ought not to be abridged, in 
any case, teithowt the special permissivn if law. A doctrine coSral with the first rudiments of the 
English Constitution, and handed down to us from our Saxop ^tncestors, notwithstanding all their 
*' struggles witli the Dalies, and the violence of the Norman Conquest: asserted afterwards, and eon- 
« firmed by the Coqfiueror himself and hb descendants: and, though sometimes a little impaired by 
*' the ferocity of the times, and the occasional despotism of jealous and usurping princes, yet establlAed 
■' on the firmest basil by the provisions of Magna Cbarta, and a long succesrion of statutes enacted 
*' under Edifard 111. To assert an absolute exemption from imprisonment in all cases, b inconsistent 
*' with every idea of law and political society, and, in the end, would destroy all civil liberty, by ren> 

■' dering its protection impossible: but the glory of Uie English Law consists in CLEARLY DEFINING 
the times, the causes, and the extent, when, wherefore, and to what degree, the imprisonmeut pf the 
" salgectmay^b^lawfnl.”—BtACKSTOHE’s (^MMBNTAniai. Book IIL Clwp. 8. 
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POWER OF IMPRISONMENT, 

BY THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

IN my last dumber, I intimated my 
resolution to resume the discussion of this 
question without delay ; but, happily 
for the public cause, I am enabled to 
efiect my intended purpose mueh mbre^ 
effectually by publishing, by sending, at 
once, from one end of the kingdom to the 
other, the whole of the Argument of Sir 
Francis Burdett, in the House of Com* 
mons, on the I2th instant, together with 
am Introductory Address to his Constituents. 
—Reader, look at the Motto. There 
you see a description of the English law 
in this respect Is this a mere parcel of 
words, then ? Is it a deception ; a fraud; 
a farce; a humbug; a mere whim ; a 
dream; or is it a reality? Was Blark- 
atone hoaEiiig the world ; or, did he 
really mean what he said?-^Till this 

I mint be settled, all other questions are of 
ittle importance. Blackstone spdaks of 
the power of mprismmtnt at pkasure as 
being the worst of all {he attributes of 
tyranny. “ Of greaf importance to the 
'* publid,” says he," is the preservation 
*‘pf this PEfeONAL UBERTY; for, 

'" if once it were left in the power of any, 
*• the highest, magidtrate, to impnkm 


•< bitrarify lahenmer hear his officers thought 
••proper, there would soon be an end of 
" all other rights jind immunities. Some 
,•• have thougnt that unjust attacks even 
" upon l^e or property, mt the arbitrary 
will of the magistrate, are kss dangerous 
“ to the Common-wealth, than such as are 
*' made upon the personal liberty of the 
"subject. To bereave a man of life, or, 
" by violence, to confiscate his estate, 
•• without accusation or trial, would be so 
•‘ gross and notorid(itt*R»act of despotism, 
" as must at once, convey the alarm of 
“ tyranny throughout the whole kihg- 
•• dom: but confinement of the person by 
•‘ secretly hurrying him to jail, where his 
•‘ suiTerings are unknown or forgotten, is a 
•• less public, a less striking, and therefore, 
•• a more dangerous eityine cf arbitrary go- 
•• omiffifli/.”—Just so now ; for, who 
does not perceive, tha*t, if such a man as 
Sir Francis Burdett had not been found to 
espouse the cause of Mr. Gtde Jones, the 
latter 'would have bee!h very soon for¬ 
gotten by the public; while his fate 
would have operated as a terrific lesson 
j.to all those, who know him, and •particu- 
Idrly all those who have any thing to do 

with the Pre.ss.-This Privilege of 

the House of Commons is now discumed 
for the first time. It was one of the engines 
by which the kingly government ^tself 
was overturned, in the seventeenth century. 
Lord Clarendon,* in his History of the 
O . ■ • . 
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Rebellion, Book IV. speaks of it thus.- 

*• It is not to 'he oelieTed hour many 
» sober, well*minded men, who were real 
“ lovers of the peace of the kingdom, and 
*' had a full submission and reverence to 
" the known laws, were imposed upon, 
and had their understandings confound- 
" ed, and so then- wills perverted, by 
" mere mention qf privilege Parliu- 
** ment; which, instead of the plain and 
** intelligible notion of it, was by the 
** dexterity of those boutefeus, and their 
under events qf the Law, and 4.he su- 
** pine sottishness of the people, rendered 
such a mystery, as could be ojily explain- 
** ed by themselves, and exteuued as far 
•• as they found necessary for their occa- 
sions, and vm to be acknowledged a good 
** reason for any thing that no other reason 
** could be given for. • We are, say they, 
" * and, have been always confessed, the 
“ * only judges of our own privileges; 
" ‘ and therefore whatsoever we declare 
" * to be our'privilege, is such; otherwise 
•' * Whosoever determines tliaC it is not so, 
" ' makes himself judge of that, whereof 
'' ‘ the cognisance only belongs to Us.’ 
" And this sophistical riddle perplexed 
" many, who, notwithstanding the despe- 
« rate consequei|ce they saw must result* 
•* firpm such logic, taking the first propo- 
“ sition for true, which, being rightly 
" understood, is so, have not been able, to 
wind themselves out of the labyrinth 
** of the conclusion : I say the proposition 


"•rightly understood: they are the only L that, if any one should be inclined to an- 

iudpes of their nwmAnrivilncres. that in. S stuifr. thrnuo-h this same rhaniiel. artru- 


' judges of their,,fi^eprivileges, that is, 
*' upon the brea^ of those privileges, 
" which the law hath declared to be their own, 
" and what punishment is to be inflicted 
" upon such breach. But there can be 
'•» no privilege, qf which the 'law doth not 
" take notice, and whiqh is not pleadable by, 

" and at law.** -Again: " And indeed 

" these two, of freedom from arrests for 
" their persons (which originally bath not 
" been of that latitude to make a* Parli.%- 
** ment a sanctuary for barderupts, where 
" any person outlawed hath been declared 
•< incapable of being returned thither a 
member) and of liberty of speech, were 
» accounted their chiefest privileges of 
Parligment^ For their other, of access* 
" to the king, and correspondence by con- 
" ferenejs With the Lords, are ratner of 
" the essence of their Councils, than pri- 
" vilegca belonging to them. But that 
their being jud|^ of their privileges 
should qualify Uiemu^o f>»ake new ptivU 
leges, or ,that their judg|neiit should 


** create them such, as it was a doctrine 
" neter' before now heard of, so it cohld 
'* not but produce all those njonstrous ef- 
** fects we have seen; when they have 
" assumed to swallow all the rights and 
'• prerogatives of the Crown, the liberties 
" and lands of the Church, the power and 
" jurisdiction of the Peers, in a word, the 
" Religion, Laws, and Liberties of Eng- 
" land, m tlw bottomless and insatiable atlpk 
" qf their ou» privileges. And no doubt 
" these invasions, on pretence of privi- 
" lege, will hereafter be judged to have 
" been the most unparalleled, and capital 
“ breach of those privile^s, that had ever 

« yet been attempted.”-Here is the 

true doctrine of Parliamentary Privilege; 
and, according to this *doctrine, there is 
no privilege, possessed by the House of 
Commons, which THE LAW •hath not de¬ 
clared to be a privilege. This is very rea¬ 
sonable. We are not, and need not be, 
afr&id of any Privilege, whiqh the law has 
created; because, in such case, the nature 
and extent of the Privilege is defined; there 
is a boundary to it. But, what do any of 
us know, or can any of us know, of the na¬ 
ture and extent of those Privileges, which 
the House itself is to create, and to inter¬ 
pret according to their pleasure -1 

will not longer detain the reader from^the 
Article which follows, and which I regard 
as being of far greater public importance^ 
than any that 1 ever befora publiiihed.— 
I cannot, however, refrain from adding. 


swer, through this same channel, argu¬ 
ments that have, as yet, received no an¬ 
swer, I shall be, at all times, ready to pub¬ 
lish what they may send me, with this 
sole condition, that they put their names 
to what they send to me for publication. 
I am, however, thoroughly convinced, 
that there is no Lawyer in England, who 
will put his name to an opinion, that 
there exists in England any man, or body 
of men, who have a right to cause to be 
seized and imprisoned any roan, without 
trial, or without oath made against him, 
and to keep him in prison during the 

E leasure of the person, or persons, who 
ave committed him; ami, I am also 
thoroughly convinced, that neither the 
Lord Chief Justice nor any one of the 
Twelve Judges* would refuse to release 
Mb. JoNEt, if he were now brought .be¬ 
fore him upon a writ of Habea.s Corpus. 

W«. COBBETT, • 

23d March, 1810. 
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SIR FRANCIS BURDETT 

TO 

HB CONSTITUENTS; 

BENYlifO THE POWEE OF THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS TO IM- 
PEISON THJB PEOPLE ^OF ENG¬ 
LAND.* • 

Gentlemen ; 

The House of Commons having passed 
a Vote, which altnoants to a declaration, 
that an Order of theirs is to be of more 
weight than ,Magna Charta and the Laws 
of the Land, I tlTink it my duty to lay 
my sentHPents thereon Before my Con¬ 
stituents, whose character as free-men, 
and even whose personal safety, depend, 
in so great a degree, upon the decision 

of this question^-^a question of no less 

importance tKan this: Whether our li¬ 
berty be still to be secured by the laws of 
our forefathers, or be to lay at the abso¬ 
lute mercy of a part of our fellow-sub¬ 
jects, collected together by means which 
it is not necessary for me to describe. 

In order to give to this subject ail the 
attention to which it is entitled ; and .to 
avoid the danger,*to be apprehended from 
partial views and personal feeling, it will 
be advisable to argue the question, on 
its own merits, putting the individual 
(however we may deplore his present 
sufferings) out of view; though, at the 
same time, every man ought to consider 
the case his own; because, should the 
principle, upon which the Gentlemen of 
the House of Commons have thought 
proper to act in this instance, be once 
admitted, it is impossible for any one to 
conjecture how soon he himself may be 
summoned from his dwelling, and be hur¬ 
ried, without trial, and without oath 
made against him, from the bosom of his 
family into the clutches of a jailor. It is, 
therefore, now the time to resist the doc¬ 
trine, upon which Mr. Jones has been 
sent to Newgate;, or, it is high time to 
cease all pretensions to jthose Liberties, 
which were acquired by our forefathers, 
after so many struggles and so many sa- 
criftces. • * 


* For the convenience, of those who 
•nay not take the Register, this Address 
will be published ou Monday in the shape 

f f a PamphleL 


Either the House of CohUBO^. An- 
tbprized to dispense with the I#W8 of 
the Land; or it is not. If the Constitu¬ 
tion be of so delicate a texture, so weak a 
frame, so fragile a substance, that it is to - 
be only spoken of in terms of admiration, 
and to be viewed merely as a piece of cn-' 
rious but unprofitable •workmanship ; if 
Mama Charta and all the wholesome IJwrjiL.... 
of &gland be a dead-letter: in that case, 
the affirmative of the proposition may he 
admitted; but, if the Constitution liviss, 
and is •applicable to its ends; namely, 
the happiness of the community, the per¬ 
fect securitv«of the life, liberty, and pro¬ 
perty of e<mh member and all the mem¬ 
bers of the society ; then the affiimative 
of the proposition can never be admitted; 
then most we be free-m'en; for we need 
no better security, no more powerful pro¬ 
tection for our Rights and Liberties, than 
the Laws and Constitution. We seek for, 
and we need seek for, notAing new; we ask 
for no more than what our forefathers in¬ 
sisted upon a^ fheir own; we ask fur no 
more than what they bequeathed unto us; 
we ask for no more than what they, in the 
Testament which some of them had sealed, 
and, which the rest'of them were ready to 

• 1 •.» .«»wve avi *^a- 


confidence, for security; to these laws the 
individual now imprisoned has, through 
me, applied for redress in vain. Those, 
' who have imprisorAi^bii^F refused 
to listen to my voice, weakly expressing 
the strong principles of the Law, the 
undeniabjf;. I claims of this Englishman’s 
" Your voice may come 

with more force; may command greater 
respect; and, I am not without hope, 
that it may prove irresistible, if it pro¬ 
claim to this House of Commons, in the 
same tone as the toiigmis of our ancestors 
proclaimed to the kings of old, " Nolu- 
“ Mus Leoes Anglia Mutari or, in 
our own more clear and not le.ss forcible 
language;'' The Laws of England sii.ar. 
•< Not be chanced.*' 

The Principle, Fellow-Citizons, for 
which we are now contending, is the same 

f irinciple, for which the people of Eng- 
and have contended from the. earlier 
ages, and their glorious success in wblch 
contests are now upon record in the Qreai 
Charter of cur Rights and Liberties, and in 
divers other subsequent Statutesof st^rcely 
less importance^ ft was thiaiame great 
O 2* 


seal, witn tneir Diooct, expressly oeciareato 
be “ the Birth-right of the People of Eng¬ 
land namely, “ the laws of England. , 
To these Laws we have a right to loQk,with 



vilvti in niniifCMilre nfWHp 
liiffEnJI* 
tif'C(Mi- 


Moficijri when ^ 
land end an irtioQitVhiithd' 
mona renewed tlH^ ctmceat j a cotiteataHneh 
ended in ttM Ith|)rtk>tit!teht, the Trial, the 
CondemnaijeR, ana the Execmion of that 


ilt-adviscd King. * The self same Printi- 
Was, that Was so daringly Tiolated by 
his son James the Second; for which tio- 
lition he was compelled to flee from the 
jast indignation of the People, who not only 
etnpt him of his Crown, but who prevent¬ 
ed that Crown fh>m descending to his fa¬ 
mily. In all these contests, fcotirage, 
perseverance, and jfbrtitude of onr ances¬ 
tors, conspicnohs as they were, were not 
more ‘so than their Wisdom*; for, talk as 
long as we will about Rights, Liberties, 
Franchises, Privileges and Immuiuties, of 
what avail are any, or all of these together, 
if our persons can,tu the Sole will and com¬ 
mand of any man, or set of men, be seized 
en, thrown into prison, %nd there kept 
daring the pleasure of that man or set of 
men ? If every one of you, be liable, at 
any time, to be sent to jail withmit trial, 
and without oath made against you, and 
there to be detained as long as it pleases 
the parties sending you there (perhaps 
to the end of your Rfe), without any Court 
to appeal to, without any means of re¬ 
dress : if this be the case, shall we siiil 
boast of the Laws and of the Liberties ot 
England ? Volumes have been written by 
Foreigners as well as by our own country¬ 
men in praiseof thinpart of our Law, which, 
in so admirable a manner, provides for our 
personal safety against any attacks of men 
m power. This has, indeed, b^4n, in all 
ages, the pride of our country; and it is 
the maintenance of this principle which 
enabled us to escape that bondage, in 
which all the States and Kingdoms in 
Europe were enthralled by abandoning 
and yielding it up; and, we may be as¬ 
sured, that if we now abandon it, tife 
bright days of England’s glory will set in 
the night of her disgrace. 

But, I would fainhelieve that such is not 
to be our fate. Our Fore-fathers made stem 
grim-visaged PasaocATTVE hide his head :• 
they broke in pieces his sharp and massy 
Sword. And, shall we, their Sons, be 
afraid to enter the lists with undefined 
PaivtLEoe, stfsnming the powers ofPre- 
sogative I 

i shall be told, perhaps, that there is 
iiottnach danger of thik power being wry 
^^ejtmx/y.eiercised. satfii^ 


may . ht madwioT ^rewa ^ ^y 
■ 1 Jo ko* sdimohh Hiat 

the Gentlemen of the House of CommoM 
will send any of yon to JaiL when you do 
not displfease them. Mr. Yorke did not 
move for the sending of Mr. Jones to jai l, 
until Mr. Junes displeased him: but, U 
is not a very great compliment to pay to 
i any Constitution, to say, that it does i»t 
permit a man to be imprisoned, unless he 
has done something to displease persons 
in power. It would be diflicult, 1 should 
suppose, to find any man upon earth, 
however despotic his disposition, who 
would not be contented with the power of 
sending to prison, during his pleasure, 

' every one who should, dare to do any 
thing to displease him. Besides, when I 
am told, that there is little danger that the 
j Gentlemen in the House of Commons will 
tj^en exercise this power, I cannot help 
observing,, that, though the examples may 
be Ifew, their eflcct wUl, naturally, be great 
and general. At this moment, it is true, 
we see but one man actually in jail for 
having displeased those Gentlemen ; but, 
the fate of this one man (as is the efiect of 
all punishments) will deter others from 
expressing their opinions of the conduct 
of those who have had the power to 
punish him. And, moreover, it k in 
the nature of all pow er, and especially of 
assumed and undefined power, to increase 
as it advances in age; and, as Magna 
Charta and the Law of the Land have not 
• been sufficient to protect Mr. Jones as 
we have seen him sent to jail for having 
described the conduct of one of the mem¬ 
bers as an outrage vpon public fSelitig, what 
security have we, unless this power of Im¬ 
prisonment be given up, that wc shall not 
see other men sent to jail for stating their 
opinion respecting Rotten Boroughs, re¬ 
specting Placemen and Pensioners sitting 
in the House; or, in short, for making 
any declaration, giving any opinion, 
stating any fact, betraying any feeling, 
whether by writing, by wmrd of mouth, or 
by gesture, which may displease any of 
the Gentlemen assembled in St. Stephen’s 
Chapel ? * . _ 

Then, again, 'as to the kind of punish¬ 
ment ; why should they stop at sending 
persons to jail ?. If they can send whom 
they please to jatl; if they can keep 
the persons, so sent, in jail as long a« 
they please ; if they can set their prisoners^ 
free at the end of the first hour, or keep 
them eoiifined for seven years: if, in 
short, their absolute Will is to have the 
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We «r Lew, eecttrity cm yoa ham, 
that they will atop at Jmpritoimettf If 
they have the absolute power of imprkon- 
iog and releasing, why may they not send 
their prisoners to York Jail, as well as to 
a jail in London ? Why not confine men 
in solitary cells, or load them with chains 
and bolts ? They have not gone these 
lengths yet; but, what is there to restrain 
them, if they are to lie the 8(de judges of 
the extent of their own poivers, and if 
they are to exercise those powers without 
any conrroul, and without leaving the 
parties, whom they choose to punish, any 
mode uf appeal, any mesns of redress ? 

That a Power such as this should exist 
in »ty country it ds lamentable to be ob¬ 
liged to believe; but, that it should be suf¬ 
fered to exigt, and that its existence should 
be openly and even boastfully avowed, 
in a country, whose chief glory has been 
its free constitution of government, is, 
something tot> monstrous to be believed, if 
the proof were not before our eyes. Had 
the least doubt hung upon my mind of the 
illegality of the proceedings in the pre¬ 
sent case, jt would have been altogether 
lemoved by the answers given to the're¬ 
ferences made by me to the Great I.umi- 
naries of our Law, and to the Laws them- 
selvce. The Argument, by which I En¬ 
deavoured to convince the Gentlemen of 
the House of Commons, that their acts, in 
the case of Mr, Jones, were illegal, 1 shall 
now lay before you, in a more full and 
connected way than it could possibly be. 
done b}' the Parliamentary Reporters; 
and, in doing this, I shall do all that now 
remains iti'niy power tpwards the correc¬ 
tion of this, as 1 deem it, most enormous 
Abuse of Power, and most dangerous of all 
encroachments upon the Rights and Li¬ 
berties of Englishmen. 

1 remain. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient 
humbfe Servant, 

FRANCIS BURDETT. 

Piccadilly, March 23, 1810. 


ARGUMENT. 

Ih order to make clearly understood the 
Argument which is here submitted to the 
consideration of the Puyiios it will be ne- 
eessuy, first, simply to state the question 
about to be discussed, as it was proposed 
priginally to the House of Commons, and 
to endeavour to put out of view altogether, 
as making qo part of the present enquiry, 
every other Privilege or Power for which 
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am the more anxious upod lids pkMk bn 
aecoant of tbe difficulty expciieiiced •it- 
ing the discussion in the House of Oou- 
moni, of keeping separate, things, in dielr 
nature totally disrinfilar, and quite di»> 
tinci, but always emfoonded: namely. 
The other Privileges and Fowers contend^ 
for by the House of Commons, and thst;; 
which we are now about to discuss;— 
•• The Pauiff exeremd by the Houee cf Com¬ 
mons qf^pauiHg a Seaiaax qf Impruam^nt 
on any *penm not being a Member qf that 
House’* It will be necessary to keep 
our minds s^nstantly fixed upon this sim¬ 
ple question alone, and id apply to it, and 
to it only, all the arguments about to be 
adduced in the course of this em^oiry. 

. Had I not been prevented by indisposi¬ 
tion from being present when tbe House 
of Commons passed by vote a Sentence 
of Imprisonment on Mr. Gale Jones, I 
should have endeavoured to shew'. That 
under the falstjjiotion of Privilege, they 
were exercising a power, and committing 
an act of oppression, ill suited to tbe cha¬ 
racter of Guardians of Public Liberty, 
and destructive of the first and most im¬ 
portant object of the Constitution, via. 
The Personal Security ofrtbe Subject. 

Though 1 was well aware of the greater 
difficulty of persuading men to recall an 
act once committed, than to prevent iu 
commission—it being much more easy to 
slide into than to recover from error—I 
k would not allow th^t consideration to de¬ 
ter me from what mjl^oty called upon 
me to attempt. To others I shall always 
leave fiwcitol ideas, suggested by wild 
metaphysical imaginations, on the sup¬ 
posed nature of what they may be pleased 
to call Privilege, or any other ciijmerical, 
unddined non-descript; and, as a plain 
man, be content, upon this as upon all 
other occasions, to be^ guided by the old 
Laws of the Land ; in which alone I am 
able to' find Ths Constitution of this 
Country—the Liberty which 1 claim as 
tbe inheritance of Englisbmen—and that 
Standard by which and by which alone, 
every act and proceeding of any man or 
' body of men ought to be measured. 

The Common Law of the* Land is the 
inalienable inheritance of tbe people. It 
is, says Lord Coke, " The Inheritance of 
" Inheritances: it is the best birth-right 
" the Subject hath; for thereby bis goods, 

" lands, wife, children, bU body, life, 
honour and estiniatiott are protected 
•* from injury and wrong; J%or haredi- 


the House at ftwnwiMiri 
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)« US vatU umektqmmaitnM d^vrt et ItftZna 
*• (jwtm d pormuim. It is Itigbest above 
** the highest: None are above its reach, 
*• nor any beneath its protection: Its foun- 
*' datious are laid broad and deep in na> 

tare and reason; 'and therefore not to be 
*• removed from those foundations by any 
*• Merer upon ewth *.’* " The Law of 
, ‘^England,” says the great Lawyer Plow- 
den, << is no other than pure and tried 
" reasonf.” And, according to lord Coke, 

' *'*the abwlate perfection of Reason. The 
• ** ground whereof is beyond the’memory 
" or register of any beginning J.” 

The question, then, for the People to 
consider, is. Whether a Vote of the House 
of. Commons -can deprive them of these 
their imprescriptible Rights i 

Many are the Statutes, which, embody¬ 
ing these principles of the Common Law, 
have declared. That no Order, Writ or 
Commandment whatsoever, either from 
the King, or any other, shall slop the 
Common Law : Thatdt by no means 
be delayed, being the surest sanctuary for 
'the innocent, and the strongest fortress to 
, protect the weak. It has dipt the wings 
of high-flying prerogative; and will, 1 
trust, yet dissolve the potent spell of un¬ 
defined Privilege of'Parliament: for, there 
•are no Powers or Privileges, even the 
(highest, that are not bounded by the 
»known ascertained Laws of the Land. H, 
‘therefore, aiiv man, or -set of men, lay 
claim to Privileges or Powers, not recogtii- 
-sedihy, but repu gnar^ to, those Laws; sucbi 
claims ought to bfl^ally resisted by every 
one who values regulated Liberty, and 
abhors Anarchy or Despotism—the never- 
failing consequence of departing tbere- 
iirom. 

Founi^ed on such a basis; fortified by 
.aucb Authorities as I shall have occasion . 
4o appeal to in the progress of this enquiry, 
1 have little doub^ of being able to con¬ 
vince every impartial mind, that the House 
4>f Commons, by proceeding to judgment— 
fiassing a Sentence of Imprisonment—and 
inning a Warrant of Commitment, hu 
gone beyond its prescribed limits, acted 
in a manner inconsistent with the ends of 
its instttution; and violated the fundw- 
mental'firineiples of the Law and Con¬ 
stitution of the Land. And this I shall 
prove by the 'sq>plication of the staudtid 


* Coke Ut. 141. a. 3 Inst. 56. 63. 
t Plowden, 3Ib* 

% Coke, 3 Inst, 17^- Coke, Lat. 976. 


of the law to the Proceedings of that 

To bring this question fairly into dis¬ 
cussion, it will be necessary to state the 
origin and extent, from which will appear s, 
the nature and reason, of the Privileges of 
Members of Parliament. 

The first mention of Privilege of Par¬ 
liament is to be found in Spellman, who 
records a« law of king Canute, “ (hnnis 
** homo eundoad CretHottan,vel redetindoa Gc- 
*• moto habfat pacem." " That every one 
going to, or coming from the Wittena gc- 
motte, should have prolfction.” 

The next notice of Privileges is to be 
found in two Writs of Supersedeas of Ed¬ 
ward the second to privilege members 
from being sued in any court, (sitting the 
parliament) and which are still extant. 

The extent of these Privileges cannot be 
better set forth than in the following 
Order of the House of Coipmons, of the 1st 
of June 1621, supposed to have been drawn 
up by sir I^vvard Coke, then a leading 
member of the House : 

“ Ordered, upon question. That if any 
“ Arrest, or any distress of goods, serving 

any process, summoning his land, cita- 
" lion or summoning his person, arresting 
" his person, suing him in any court, or 
“-breaking -.ny other.privilege oft this 
“ Houxe, a letter shall issue, under Mr. 

“ Spe.iker’8 hand, for the party's re- 
“ lief therein, as if the parliament was 
“ sitting; and the party, refusing to obey 
“ it, to be censured at the next Access."* 

On the 18th of December 1621, the 
following Protestation concerning the Pri¬ 
vileges of the House of Coiftmons, was 
agreed to, and ordered to be entered in 
the Journal: 

“ The Commons, now assembled in par- 
“ I lament being justly occasioned there- 
“ unto, concerning sundry Liberties,Pran- 
“ chises. Privileges, and Jurisdictions of 
“ Parliament, amougst others not herein- 
“ mentioned, do make this Protestation 
" following: That the Uberties, Fran- 
“ chises. Privileges and Jurisdictions of 
“ Parliament, are the ancient and un- 
« doubted birthright Und inheritance of 
“*the subjects‘‘of England; and that the 
“> ardubus.‘ and urgent. afi^rs < concerning 
“ the King,'State|^ and the*Defence of the 
“ Belli m, and of the CbuEch- of Ikfigiand, 

“ and the making and maintenance bf 
" laws, and redress of mischiefs and griey- 


• I* Commons’ Journals, 634. 
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** ances, which J*aly happen within this 
" realm, are proper subjects sund matter 
of counsel and debate in parliament: 
" and that in the handling and proceeding 
" of those businesses every member of the 
» house bath, and of right ought to hare, 
“ Freedom of Speech, to propound, treat, 
** reason and bring to conclusion the 
" same: that the Commons in Parliament 
" have like liberty and freodom to treat 
*• of those matters, in such order, as, 
** in their judgments shall seem fittest: 
and that every such member of the said 
bouse hath lij^e freedom from all im- 
" peachment, imprisonment, and inolesta- 
tion (other than by the censure of the 
“ house itself) for, or concerning any bill, 
" speaking, reasoning or declaring of any 
matter or matters, touching the parlia- 
meat or 'parliament business; and that, 
if any of the said members be complain- 
ed of, and questioned for any thing said 
" or done imparliament, the same is to be 
•* shewed to the king, by the advice and 
*• assent of all the Commons assembled in 
“ parliament, before the king give cre- 
" detice to any private information.”* 

The nature ami reason of these Privi¬ 
leges are declared by a Resolution of the 
House of Lords, May 28 tli, ItiGi. On 
wImcIi day, the.Earl Marshal, from “the 
Committee for searching Precedents to 
sustain the Privileges, &c. of the House, 
made the following Report: viz. * 

" How far the Privileges of the No- 
“ bility do clearly extend, concern-* 
" iiig the Freedom of their Servants 
“ an^ Followers from Arrests. 

*• To all their menial servants and those 
" of their family, and also those em- 
ployed, necessarily and properly, about 
" their estates as well as their persons.— 
•• This freedom to continue twenty days 
«• before and after every session ; in which 
"time the Lords •may conveniently go 
" home to their houses in the most re- 
" mote parts of the kingdom.—That all 
*' the Lords, after the end of this session, 
" be very careful in this point, and, re- 
" member the ground of this Privilege : 
which was, only, in regard they should 
not be distracted, by the trouble of their 
** servants, ftom attending the serious af- 
" fairs of the kingddhi; that therefore 
" they will not pervert that Privilege to 
^ " the^ public injustice of the kingdom, 
" which was given them, chiefly, that 

^ .■ 1^ . I ■ p 

* 1 Cobbett’s Pari. Hist. 1S61« 
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" the whole realm mtgfah in ii%h 
" Court, draw ^e clear Ug^t M juiliw’ 
" from them. In which case,' evety ‘ooif 
" ought rather to keep far within, tbdoa 
" any way exceed their due llmito.-.-'niaS 
" hereafter, before any person be sent for 
" in this kind, the lord whom he serves 
" shall, either by hiffl%elf or by his lot- 
" ter, or by some message, certify 
" house upon his honour, that the person 
'* arrested is within the limits of the Pri- 
" vilege before expressed.—^And, for 4he 
“ particulars, they must be left to the 
" judgment of the House, as the case shall 
" come ii^ question; wherein the House 
" wants no means, as* well by oath as 
*' without, to find out the true nature of 
"the servant’s quality .in his lord’s ser- 
" vice. Thereupon, if it be adjudged by 
" the House contrary <10 the true intent, 

" any member whatsoever must not'think 
" it strange, if in such a case, both hjm- 
" self su^r reproof, as the house sbaH 
" think fit, hiq^ rvant receive no be- 
" nefit by the privilege, but pay the fees’; 

" because the justice of the kingdom must 
" be preferred before any personal respect, 

" and none to be spared tiiat shafi oifond 
after so fair a warning.—Ordered to be 
" observed accordinglvf with this altera- 
" tion, viz. This freedom to begin with 
" the date of the writ of summons, and to 
continue twenty days after every ses- 
" sion of parliament.”* 

We may reasonably conclude, that afi 
the Privileges, the House of Commons 
then thought itself Im-itAed to, were enome- 
‘ rated in the Order of the 1st of June 1621, 
as sir Edward Coke, so well acquainted 
with, and then contending for them against 
the undue prerogative of the crown, claimed 
no more. ^ 

Whenever these Privileges, so modestly 
and reasonably claimed, and so necessa¬ 
rily complied with, were infringed, they 
were aa modestly and reasonably main- 
fained by an appeal to the tribunal of the 
Laws : which is apparent by reference to 
all the Cases of Privilege which occurred 
up to the time of the Civil War. As for 
instance: 

In 1427,. onu Richard Chedda*, a me¬ 
nial servant, attending upon sir Thomas 
Brooke one of the kmgbts for Somerset- ' 
^ire, who was assaulteiT, beaten,* and cru¬ 
elly maimed, was content to seek redress 
by law t* 


* 1 Cobbett’l Pari. Hist. 1469. 
,t 1 Hatsdl, 14; • . 
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In 14S(V WiUi*m WiL 

UanillfiMred a<M 1pe«piNB« br the 
Oij of W<».r to (he 

^ <0 p*rlioBt«tH «aa 
towLw.ipfni t S#a?ior pcmity br the 
oantatt^i. f aMmbnr, thj^ the li^or had 
piyk|ifly inflicted. The act is entitled 
~^Ak against assaults made upon 
Leofs or others coming to the Parlia- 
ia«it.** 

In 1456, Thorpe, the Speaker teas ar¬ 
rested at the suit of the duke of York, on 
which the Commons appealed to the whole 
parliament, who referred the case to the 
Judges, whose opinion was in favour of 
Thorpe’s being entitled to privilege: not¬ 
withstanding vi;hich, the Parliament de- 
’ cided otherways, and tlte Commons ac- 
fiuiesced and chose another Speakei |. 
Wlmt is remarkable in tliis case is, that 
both the Judges and the Parliament ap¬ 
peal to the same maxim : both apply the 
same argument as con^TUSiTeT via. " That 
the party aggrieved could have no re¬ 
dress, and that there could be no wiong 
without a remedy." The Judges deter¬ 
mine from this maxim %nd from this rea- J 
son, that no general Writ of Stmrsedeas 
could lay ."because” (say they) " ifit could, 
the High Court of Parliament, from which 
all justice and equity ought to flow, would. 
seem to stop the course of justice, and 
leave tbepar.ty aggrieved without remedy.” 
And the Parliament yield to this same rea¬ 
son set forth by th^jtihike of York in the 
argument against Thorpe’s being allowed 
Privilege, viz." That in case it was granted 
to Thorpe in this instance, the party ag¬ 
grieved could have no remedy.’’ So that 
we have the Opinion of the Judges and 
the Decision of the Parliament equally 
determined by the never failing maxim, 
" That there can be no Wrong without a 
Remedy.’’ * , 

In 1461, Walter Clarke, a Member ar-» 
rested, was relieved by law 

lu 1472, John Walsh, servant to the 
Earl of Essex, being sq^ in the courts 
below, pleaded Privilege not to be sued 
as being servant to a member of parlia¬ 
ment : but tbe Judges decided that there 
' was no such Privilege ||. 


* 1 Hatsell, 17. 
t Ibid. 28. 1 
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In 1543. in Ae case of George Petrwa, 
who was arretted, and h ho, ai well as be¬ 
ing a meaaiber of rtrliameot, was aervant 
to the tiwA ectwanf* 

none leeat to hove praceeAtd too ntf* 
forent manner, by sending the Siejoinl *• 
Arms tbtJfrM f»«c» to rmieTe llmir 
her. This was resisted by the SUmrini 
with viedence, the Seijeant had his mioe 
broke, and returned wUfaout the member ^ 
whereupon, the Sberifift were summoned 
before King, Lords and Commons, who 
referred their punishment to the latter, 
who sent them to jail.* ^ 

In 1515, Trewynnard, a member, was 
arrested and relieved according to law 
by writ of Privilege; fqrobtying which, 
the Sberifi sustained an action fur escape.f 
Another case in the reign of Henry the 
Sth IS very remarkable; nam^y, that of 
Mr. Stroud a member; who for bringing 
a bill into parliament for /cgulating the 
Tinners in Cornwall, was upon the break¬ 
ing up of parliament, guattoned lor it in the 
Court of Stannaries—fined and imprisoned 
in Liltord Castle; but relieved by due 
course of law, by Writ of Privilege.^ 
lu 1580, the singular and complicated 
Case of Mr. Hall, a member, occurs; who 
having written a Book derogatory to the 
character of the House, pnd haring pub¬ 
lished the same against its Orders, and 
misrepresented iuPioceedings; and having 
bc&ides vrritten an impudent Letter to 
the Speaker, and being absent when order- 
,^d to attend in bis place, was imprisoned.|| 
In all these Cases we may observe, that 
Members, when their Privileges were vio¬ 
lated, and their Persons arrested, were 
content to appeal to the Law, and had that 
tenderness and respect for other men’s 
Right-, as well as their own Privileges, as 
to make provision for the interest of cre¬ 
ditors, when affected by their Privileges, 
ail'd to indemnify officers against actions 
for escape, to which they were legally 
liable for giving up their prisoners. And 
never did the Members of the House of 
Commons presume to overleap the bouads 
of the Constitution, and take the law into 
their own hands, till the days of the Long 
Parliament; when, from the peculiar 
circumstances of the countiy^, in order to 
resist the arbitrary encroachments of i 

' * 1 Hatsell, 53. 1 Cobhett’s Pari. Hist. 
553. 

t 1 Hatsell, 5<J. 
t IbwL 86, 120, 206. 

11 Ibid. 93. 
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deapotic PriBce, the Hoiu* of Coo^nens 
found it ebaohitely neentsary is tiw sting* 

e le« not only to extend the^ Fneitegcs, 
at to assugae po«wa» die esoMias of 
which idwlished the Home of Lords, 
broagbt the Sing to the bloi^f and nki» 
matoTy dusolTca the whole rrune of the 
Goremment. If these osnrpaticm of 
.Power were not only acquiesced in, but 
strenuously supported by the People, it 
was because they were supposed to be in* 
dispensibly necessary to enable the 
House of Commons to stem the torrent of 
tyranny which wa$ sweeping every thing 
before it to destruction; and as the only 
means of wresting from the grasp of des¬ 
potism, the expiring Liberties of the 
country. 

But these, surely, are not sources su0i- 
cienily clear*nor times sufficiently analo¬ 
gous to justify our drawing thence in¬ 
stances, miscallec^ Precedents, to counte¬ 
nance similar proceedings under a legal, 
settled, and established system of govern¬ 
ment. But as every day's experience will 
inform us how reluctantly all men relin- 
guish power and authority, which they 
Lave once exercised, even alter having ex¬ 
perienced its mischiefs, so was the House 
of Commons after the Restoration unwil¬ 
ling t« yield up its usurped power and au* 
thorily, submitted to in times of trouble 
and commotion, but incompatible with the 
return of order and the laws. * 

Accordingly, we find in the Cases of 
Dr. Carey, Mr. Fitten, sir Samuel Barnar- 
diston, Shirley, and Stoughton versus On¬ 
slow, the pietensions to Power under the 
name of Privilege still clung to by both 
Houses of Parliament, but as constantly 
denied and resisted by each House in its 
turn; the one always denying the usurpa¬ 
tion of the other, and the parties aggrieved 
the authority of both; Consequently, no 
power or authority is acknowledged or al¬ 
lowed to belong to either. But the following 
Case, which occurred about the same time, 
and which having been argued at a Con* 
Terence between the two Houses is entitled 
to more particular notice, is that of the 
four Council in the Appeal of sir Nicholas 
Crispe ver^ the lady ww^er, Dalmahoy 
and others, who were taken into the cus- 
of the Seijeant at AnnS) for pleading 
belbre the Lords, contrary to an Order 
of the House of Commons to forbid them j 
^Ijbich Conference the Lords as- 
■f rt, the House tsi Commons is no 

Court, lias ne authority to administer an 
Oath, or to gire a Judgment; diet it is a 


tmnioeadaiA umasiax ttf dw ’|ib«M xf 
the Suiiyeot} ffiak i| is n*™** Munxi' 
Charta, tha PetUion ofligETi^^K 
idber iffiiiA have 
'fiwtmvi ihaB be imprisonad/of ntbaimiisi > 
railpaified qfbis Uberty,biitby dMpSZ 
of bw) ifeot it toads to tbe subversioB 
the govenuBeiit of tbe kiifgdtHn, becaoseit 
is in the nature of au InjanctieB from ffiw*. 
Lower Heoae, whioh has no auffiority or 
power of jurisdiction over vi^mor 
much less over ffic King and Leras:* 
Which argiunents, not to be controverted, 
the House of Commons contented itself 
with replyicyg'to, by retorts upon tike as* 
sumed jurisdiction of the House of Lordly 
and by advancing empty assertions oi its 
own authority, without attempting to offer 
a shadow of proof in their support. 

But in the Case of sir Samuel Barnar- 
diston before mentiimed, it is curious to 
observe the two Houses changing sides. 
The House of Commons then TOComes, in 
its turn, theadyfij^giefor Magna Chartaand 
the Rights of the People against tbe 
usurping jurisdiction and arbitrary pre* 
tentions of the House of Lords. £nch 
House deciding as eguitably against the 
unjust pretensions of the other, and ac¬ 
cording to the laws and the interest of tbe 
public; and as regardless of all equity, the 
public interest and the laws, when taking 
upon it to decide in its own cause; thus 
alibrding a strong additional illustration of 
the old wholesome doctrine, That no 
% one ought to be Judge in bis own cause.'* 

From this period to tinxt of the Revolu¬ 
tion, tbe first instance that •occurs, is that 
of a Pamphlet on clipping and coining 
guineas. The House of Commons offered 
a reward for the discovery of the author, 
and ordered the Pamphlet to be burned. 

Tbe next case that occurs, is that of Dr. 
Welwood, who published a weekly paper, 
reflecting upon the wly)le House. He 
was reprimanded and disdmrged.f 

Complaint being made against a Book 
entitled •• King William and Queen Mary 
Conquerors," said to be written by Charles 
Blount, esq. was ordered to be burnt: as 
likewise was a Pastoral Letter at the same 
time. I Dyer, a News-paper mad, was 
reprimanded for publishing Debates, and 
discharged II. 

Having briefly noticed these impcrtant 


* 4 Cobbett’s Pari. Hist. 7 S3, 
f 5 Cobbett’s Pari. Hist. 6J8. 
i Ibid. 75a. 
n Ibid. oat. • 
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Ca8M> I shtll next proceed > to ‘direct the 
public atteotaon to the remarkable Case of 
Aidgeman verm Holt* in 1696-7. The 
duchess of Grafton having claimed under 
si patent of Charles the second, a right to 
appoint Glerk to the King’s Bench, 
Lord Chief Justice Holt contested the 
elaiin. It was a Irial at bar, and was de¬ 
cided against the Duchess in favour of 
Lord Chief Justice Holt. Upon which, 
the counsel of Bridgeman, who had been 
nominated as Clerk by the Duchess, ten¬ 
dered a Bill of Exceptions, which the Jus¬ 
tices refused to seal. In consequence of 
which, a Petition, complaining of the con¬ 
duct of the Jiid^s, was presented to the 
House of Lords, accusing sir Wm. Dol- 
ben, sir Wm. Gregory, and sir Giles Eyre, 
Justices of tlie King’s Bench, of acting il¬ 
legally in having so refused. They were, 
in consequence of this Charge, summoned 
by the House of Lords to appesu* before 
them, and answer to the complaint made 
in the Petition. . Wbich-_t be Judges re¬ 
fused to do: mid they, in a solemn well- 
digested Argument, denied the Jurisdiction 
of the House of Lords, and, insisted upon 
their undoubted Rigijt, as Englishmen, to a 
Trial bya Jury of their equals, in case they, 
in any thing, were accused of haring done 
wrong, and claimed the benefit of being 
tried according to the known course of the 
Common Law: they relied upon Magna 
Chartaas free born Englishmen,which,they 
said, was made for them as well as for others; 
that all Powers and Privileges in the king¬ 
dom, even the highest, are circumscribed 
by the laws, and have their limits. In the 
Courts of Westminster, (said they) the 
Law is determined by one, and the Fact 
ascertained by another; here, both the Law 
and the Fact would be in the same hands. 
If the House of Lords should punish, could 
such order stop or bar the legal process 
hereafter ? or be used below as a recovery 
or acquittal ?—as* an autrrfois convict ? or 
mrrfou acquit ? Would the Proceedings 
in the House of Lords save them from the 
trouble of answering to an information or 
tndictment^r the'tame thing elsewhere ? 

Here it is to be remarked, that when 
the Judges of the land were attacked by 
an upwarrantable power, they sheltered 
themselves behind the broad shield of 
Magiw Chwta and the Trial by Jury, well 
knotfing the value of such a protection— 
and they conclude with these memorable 
words: " Some persons have, perhaps. 


* Shower’s Cases in Pwliameot, 111. 


" from a diffidence of succen, or from a 
" slavish fear, or private' policy, forborne 
« to question the power of their superiors, 
" but the Judses must betray their repu- 
“ tation, and their knowledge of the laws, 
" if they should own a jurisdiction which 
“ foimer times and their predecessors 
“ were unacquainted with.” Whereupon, 
the Petition was dismissed. 

If thesw reasons were conclusive a^inst 
the jurisdiction of the House of Lords, 
they apply much more forcibly to the 
House of Commons: for the House of 
Lords retains the judicjal authority of the 
parliament, being a Court of Appeal; but, 
the House of Commons has no judicial 
function to pertorni, asid is no court at all. 
The Judges claimed no more than their 
right as commoners of England in Magna 
Charta and the-Common I^w of the land; 
which they contended, and with success, 
admitted of no man’s bqing tried, except 
by a jury of his equals. They sdirmed, 
that all Powers and Privileges in the king¬ 
dom, even the highest, are circumsciibed 
by the laws of the land, and that they, 
the Judges, should betray a slavish fear 
and gross ignorance, if they permitted 
such an usurpation to be drawn into a pre¬ 
cedent unknown to former times. 

• These arguments, which need no fur¬ 
ther comment, ought to have been suf¬ 
ficient to pot an end to all such preten- 
stbns in either house of parliament for 
ever; but so reluctantly do ail men part 
with power, that we find the Lords in the 
very next year, 1697, in the Case of Lord 
Banbury, summoning Lord Chief Justice 
Holt, to appear before a Committee of 
their House; but Lord Chief Justice 
Holt refused to Appear, and the Lords 
listened to the voice of reason, and dropped 
their pretensions. 

From these solemn acts of venerable 
Judges in good times, it is evident, that 
undefined Privileges in the Houses ofPlsr- 
liamcnt w'ere unknown to the Constitution 
and tlie Law; though, sometimes, per¬ 
haps, yielded to from ignorance or tear, 
but in which the Judges who knew the. 
laws would not ac<](uietce. 

This sound‘exposition of the Law, and 
the conduct and example of the Judges, 
might reasonably have been expected to 
operate as a prevention of any further 
disquietude of an English subject fromthe 
power of either house of parliament; 
And that it did produce a considerate 
etieot, we may presume from the number 
of subsequent Cases, in which neiti^r 
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Hoaw presumed to trench upon the Xi- 
berty of the Subject. For instance: in 
the year, 

169a. Molyneux’s « State of Ireland," 
He refused to appear, and the House of 
Commons addressed the King to discon- 
tinue the like Works in future. 

1699. Mr. Chivers, a member, was or¬ 
dered to attend for a contempt; but de¬ 
clined coming: and, next d«y, on its 
being put to the vote. Whether he should 
be taken into custody by the Serjeant 
at Arms ? it was earned in the negative. 

1702. Doctor Drake’s " History of the 
last Parliament," a libel. 

1707. Doctor Friend’s “Account of 
Lord Peterborough’s Conduct in Spain," 
a libel. 

1719. Hall’s “ Sober Reply,’’—a work 
against the I'rinity. 

1750. “ Constitutional t^ueries.” 

1763. Wilkes’s “ Essay on Woman,” 
to which thentame of Bishop Warburton 
was prefixed as the author. 

1763. Wilkes’s “ North Briton, No. 


45. 


>5 


1763. Veni Creator paraphrased. 

In all of which Cases, whether for libel 


ing any member of either house, or the 
whole house, or both houses, or the whole 


franvs of the government, both Lords and 
Commons were content to pursue the 
known course of the Law, and left the 
party accused to be tried by the law* of 
the land and a jury of his country. 

There is a Case which, though prior in 
point of time, 1 have reserved for the 
last, because it demands a few observa¬ 
tions: That of the Kentish Petition* in 


1701, presented to the House of Commons 
by Mr. Colepepper and four other Kent¬ 
ish Gentlemen: Voted by the house libel¬ 
lous, seditious, and a breach of privilege, 
and for presenting which the House of Cooi- 
moiis sentenced these five gentlemen to be 
imprisoned. Is this*an act to be justified 
and drawn into precedent ? And of what 
mvail is any precedent from thh proceed¬ 
ings of an assembly whose conduct is ar- 
intrary, and whose actions are measured 
by the crooked cord of its own discretion, 
by the golden meteyaVd of the law ? 

Ibe ne:rt and the last Case I shall have 


bccisitm^to adduce, is that of the Middlesex 
lournal, in 1771, whra the Serjeant at 


^ * 5 Cdbbett’s Pari. Hist. 1250. See 
■also « The History of the Kentish Peti¬ 
tion,” in the Appendix to the same yo- 
tmne. No. XVIL 


Arms of the House of Qommeaa was sent 
by their order to arrest die Printer; in¬ 
step of which, the Printer took np tl|e 
Serjeant, and brought him before Crosby, 
Lord Mayor, and Alderman Wilkes and 
Oliver, who committed the Serjeant. .Not¬ 
withstanding this outrage which the House 
of Commons sustained the attack upon 
its officer, it presum^ not to touch any 
of the o%iiding parties, except its own 
merobei-s, the l^rd Mayor and Alderman 
Oliver; passmg over/the Printer, the 
Journalik, and Alderman Wiikes, who, at 
that time, was not a member of the House 
—than whiph disaffirmance of its Power a 
stronger proof cannot be‘conceived. 

Lest it should be possible that any per¬ 
son should attach the slightest importance 
to the Resolutions of either, House of Par¬ 
liament, which may go to ailect those who 
are not members of- those bodies,' it may 
be necessary -to remark, that the Journals 
furnish Resolutions of the most contradic¬ 
tory nature: ,^y„itisfonce, 

April 3, 1626-t, Resolved, " That the 
“ Writ of Habeas Corpus cannot be denied, 
“ but ought to be granted to every roan, 
“ that is committed.or detained in prison, 
2 or otherwise restrained, by the command 
“ of the king, the privy-eouncil, or any 
" other; he praying the same *.” 

June 9, 1705, Resolved, nem. con. ** That 

no commoner of England, committed 
“ by Order or Warrant of the Hoom of 
“Commons, for breach-of privilege, or 

contempt of that House, ought without 
“ order of that House to be, by any Writ 
“ of Habeas Corpus, or other authority 
“ whatsoever, made to appear and answer, 
“ and do, and receive a determination in 
“ the House of Peers, during the session 
“ of parliament wherein such ptgrson was 
“ committed f.” 

And, in 17 <10, in Walpole’s Case, it was 
resolved by the Lords, “ That any attempt 
“ to punish a man without a trial or hear- 
“ log, wa<» contrary to the natural princi- 
“ pies of Justice and Liberty.” And, in 
the Case of Skinner versus the East India 
Company, in 1675, the Commons Resolved, 
“ That assuming a jurisdiction over the 
V Case, being relievabie at comnfbn law, 
“ is contrary to law, and tends to intro- 
“ duce arbitrary powers.”—But, to Res^ 
lutions of the House of Commons, Sir 
Fletcher Norton said, when Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, (and he was afterwards selected, 

* 2 Cobbett’s Pafl. Hist. 259. ' 

t 6 CebbeU's«Parl, Hist. 43f« • 
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ibr 1 m kaovMm of the hvi, vmge, 
and caiton of ftarnamcnfc^ to fin the Chair), 
<' He would pay no more napect, than to 
the Beaolntiona of ao taaany drunken por* 
ters at an ala-hoose/* 7^ expreaaion 
via coarae, but the principle ia jo^ 

It haa been abewn, from the ^iniena of 
learned Judgaa—brom the Declaration of 
hoth Honaeil of Parliament, when not judg¬ 
ing ip their own cause,—and from unde¬ 
niable legal Maxims, that the power exer¬ 
cised by the House of CoramoqBf of pass¬ 
ing a Sentence of Imprisonment upon any 
person, not a member of its body, is con¬ 
trary to the Common LaWj^ to Magna 
Charta, and every constitutional principle. 
I; will npw go further, and undertake to 
prove that not enly every fundamental 
prindple of the Common Law has been 
violat^ but that every express provision 
of the Statute Law, for the personal secu¬ 
rity of the subject, has been transgressed. 
For which purpose it will be necessary to 
examine strictly, an d-vyjth t he utmost pre¬ 
cision, what the legal and constitutional 
functions of the House of Commons are : 
supposing, for the sake of the argument, 
that they are the i^iriy chosen Repre¬ 
sentatives of the People. Its Privileges 
we have enunicrated from the highest 
authority. Let oa now consider its 
Powers—begging that the Reader will 
never lose sight of the wide distinction be¬ 
tween Privilege and Power. 

Its Powers, then, briefly arc; To re¬ 
move Obstructions to its Proceedings : tor 
' abate a Nuisance fegally called Contempt: 
As the Grand Inquestyof the Nation (which 
very term is enough to shew that its office 
is but to enquire, not to punish), it has 
authority to summon Witnesses for the 
purpuse^of instituting Inquiries into Public 
Grievances—of controuling Public Ex¬ 
penditure, and of impeaching Public De¬ 
linquents, in furtherance of justice, with a 
view to Judgment at the Tribuiwi of the 
Laws. 

Such being its Powers, it will be ne- 
coasary, in the next place, to examine 
it in another point of view, viz. as a Court 
exercising judicial Powers. And here, at 
the oubet, we discover, that it is not a 
Court of Etfeord, because it cannot hold 
Hea of Debt or ^mage to the amount of 
forty shillings. Lord Coke says, That 
“ a Court $m ef Record, is where it can- 
not hold Plea of Debt or Damage to the 
" amount of forty shiljings and he ex¬ 
pressly lays it down, That no Court not 
of Reoofd can Rite or inpriioiii'* as re- 


aedved jMr Mam euriam, on avgument in 
Griesley’stCase, as well as by Holt, in 
the Case of Grenville, versus Barwell. 
To inmose a Fjne of the teweat denoodina- 
tion the House of Commons has relin¬ 
quished its former pretensions. If it does 
not, then, presume to impose the smaUeit 
Fine, does it not necessarily fedlow, that it 
cannot inflict the higher punishment of 
Imprisonment? It is an acknowledged 
maxim in Law : “ Gti minis non coasentr, 
ei non majus cenvenit;*’ and, of how much 
more value, in the eye of Reason and the 
Law, is a man's Person,jban bis Property, 
though it protects both. To what end, 
indeed, should a man acquire Property, if 
his Penon is insecureo? The notion en¬ 
tertained by our old lawyers, respecting 
Imprisonment, which is the highest exe¬ 
cution of the law short of death; the im¬ 
portance attached by them to the power 
of imprisoning men, may he collected from 
Lord Coke, who says, "That a man in 
prison is dead in law; be is homo mortuas, 
lost to society, himbclt', his family, and his 
friends ; and that a man indefinitely im¬ 
prisoned is a man in Hell.” And the 
Gospel says, " Is not the Life more than 
meat, and the Body than raiment ?” 
In which word " raiment” all external 
pusscssions are included. <> 

This part of the subject may be reduced 
to a Syllogism 

*- 1^0 Court, that cannot hold Plea of 
Debt or Damage to the amount of forty 
' vhiliings, is a Court of Record. 

The House of Commons can hold no 
such Plea. 

Therefore is not a Court of Record-* 
therefore canuot fine or imprison. 

We will now try this pretension of the 
House of Commons by the test of its own 
proceedings. 

The party is summoned to the bar to 
answer interrogatories. Should he be un¬ 
willing to do this : be is sent to prison.— 
See the Case of Mr. Howard, 1675.* 
Should he confess, he is likewise sent to 
prison. See the Case of Mr. Jones, 1810. 
Mo legal evidence can be brought. The 
House is stOftpedtnfsBime; for it cannot ad¬ 
minister an oath; and^MagnaCharta, wfa<v 
says my Lord Coke, ,1s such e folbw, 
that be will bear ne «^ual—arrests ill 
further progressr^eclaring, That Re 
man shall be put to his law on the baite 
« suggestion of anpthrr, but by lawful 
" witnesses.” Therefore, the House ewr 




* 4Cobbctt’iPhrLHiaL77B. 
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ndt proceed to iriri: lomeqtietltly, cati 
deliver no J-od^toent—can pals no Sen¬ 
tence. Magna Charta declares, « That 

no Freeman shall be arrested, imprisoned, 
•• or in any way destroyed, but by the 
** Judgment of his Peers, or the Law of 
«the Land and these vSotdl, per legem 
ttme, or law of the land, are -well and 
ftilly explained by the Statutes in confir¬ 
mation of Magna Charta. The <ith, 25 th, 
28tfa, S7th and 42d of Edward the 3d: 
which declare. That no man shall be put 
to answer without *presentment of good 
and lawfiil men, b^ore Justices, or matter 
of record, or writ original, or in due 
process of law. They also declare. That 
all enactments contiary to Magna Charta, 
are, *)mo facto, null and void. And here¬ 
upon, says Lord Coke, all Commissions 
are grounded*, always having this Sentence, 
" Factwri quod ad Justitiam pertmet, secun- 
dum legem et conguetudinem Anglue.** It 
is not, says Ixard Coke, •• Secundum legem 
et canmetudinem Regis Angliet,” lest it 
should be thought to bind the King only. 
Nor is it," Set^dum legem et consuetudinem 
Fopuli Angliit’* lest it may be thought to 
bind the People onlybut per legmi terrat 
id est Anglia, That the law may extend 
to all. 

Einpson and Dudley committed grievous 
oppressions under cover of ah act of Henry 
the 7th; which shews the danger of 
shaking this fundamental law, by delK- 
gating discretionary powers to Justices of 
the Peace or others, without trial, by 
twelve lawful men. To repeal which, 
the 1st of Henry the 8th was enacted, 
and “ to detiA*,” says the Act," others by 
their fearful end, from similar courses, 
and to admonish luture Parliaments, that 
instead of this ordinary and precious 
Trial per legem terra, they bring not in ab¬ 
solute and partial trials by discretion.^* 
It is worthy of remark, that Enipson and 
Dudley were hangcd,*for going contrary 
to Magna Charta, notwithstanding that 
they acted under the authority of an Act 
6f Parliament; and, above all, we should 
lay to heart, that warning given to future 
Parliaments, not to'take away the pre¬ 
cious Trial by Jury, and ndt to introduce 
discretionary jurisdibtion contrary to 
Mtena Charta, and the Common law.* 

Yet, limited and circumscribed as the 
nouM of Commons is—having no means 
nHrial—^no rules af judicial proceeding- 
being no Court of Record—not presuming 

* See 1 CubbetPs State Trials, No. 2C. 


to fine-HJot competeitt to 4dniMiltor 
an oath—^nevertheless, it takes npirtl H* 
self; first, to determine the crime eipott 
facto : secondly, it calls upon the accuM, 
to crimihate himself, contrary to every 
principle of English law: am ita this <e!t* 
trajudicial maimer upon a man crimi^ 
nating himself (so fhr as avowing himself 
the author df what has not been proved 
to be a crime, can be called criminating 
himself) the House proceeds to Judgment, 
and investing itself wkh all the powers df 
Grand Jury, Petty Jury, Accuser, Judge 
and Executioner, without evidence, with¬ 
out trial, it pronounces, a Sentence of 
indefinite imprisonment, and this in its 
own cauae-^wber^, least of all, it should 
take upon itself to decide.' 

Let us next examine these proceedings 
by the rules of the Law, and s^ain recur 
to that grand expounder of the Law, Lord 
Coke; who Says, Ist Inst. sec. Sd.—** No 
" man can be arrested or imprisoned con- 
“ trary to the farm of the Great Charter.” 
2d Inst. 4fi, 3d Inst. 209—” No person 
" is to be imprisoned, but as the law di- 
" rects, either by command, or order of a 
Court of Record, os by lawful Warrant, 
"«by which one may be detained lawfully 
" to answer the law.’ ’ * 

Every oppression under the colour of 
authority is a kind of destruction; and 
Magna Charta says, •• No man aliquo modo 
“ dcst^-uaiur.” Every oppression tends to 
desirnction : but that is the worst oppres¬ 
sion which is done under colour of Justice, 
Edward the 6th incorporated St. Albans 
with power lo make Ordinances: They 
made a Bye-law with a penalty of impri¬ 
sonment. This was adjudged void—be¬ 
cause contrai y to Magna Charta—because 
NuUus liber honu> cofiatur.” No fseeman 
shall be imprisoned, &c. On the same 
account, a Commission under the Great 
Seal to arrest a notorious Felon, was re¬ 
solved to l>e against Magna Charta—-be¬ 
cause no man shall be bi ought to answer 
—not being indicted or appealed by the 
party or other process of law. By the 
2d of Henry 4th it is ena»^d, “If any man 
be arrested or imprisoned against the form 
of'the Great Charter that he be brought to 
his Answer and have right.” 

These are some of the numerous Provi¬ 
sions for the safety of the people, arising 
out of the Common anfl recognized by the 
Statute Law. These are the elorious Pri¬ 
vileges of Ertglishrnen ; tneir imptne- 
scriptible,inalienable Liberties; “claimed, 
“ insilted upon a&d demanded*' •by the 
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Bill of Rights, and sealed and sanctified 
by the-bioM of their forefathers: 

•• At once the pride sad safi^jpuid of the leml.” 

Shall these BulMarits, that hare with* 
stood the j^tiog Migpmof the Prerogative 
of the Crown, bem^iped and undermined 
by the creepioK.Imvilege of Parliament? 
xet, will thia wtha case, if the House of 
Cominons be 'fierinitted to usurp a Power 
never prete^dd to by our most arbitrary 
kings.—^t no! the Laws, Cases, and 
Aauiorities, ^before cited, are 'positive: 
They make no reservation of Pri vilege of 
Parliament; much less of •Power of the 
House of Comtnbns; but on tne contrary, 
aite conclusive against both. 

Let us now try, by another touchstone, 
thiB Power exercised by the House of 
Commons. 

. It is an acknowledged maxim in Law, 
That there can be no Wrong without 
a Remedy. When Edward the Fourth 
asked Chief Justice Markham; If he could 
not arrest a man ? “ No,'* said the ho¬ 

nest Chief Justice, " Your Majesty can¬ 
not arrest any man efeii for treason ; be¬ 
cause the party, if aggrieved, could have 
no remedy; but if he was arrested by ai}y 
officer of your Majesty, he could have his 
’ action for false imprisonment." This un¬ 
answerable argument is equally applica¬ 
ble to the House of Commons. . 

To whom does it hold itself accounta¬ 
ble? » 

Against whom or what can a party ag- 
Sieved bring his action ? 

Where look for redress ? 

Here is an argument, which our old 
lawyers considered as conclusive to any 
point: as may be seen in all their plead¬ 
ings. I^is the legal, ’‘reductio ad absurdum/* 
—a failure of justice, which neither Law 
nor Reason will endure. 

What the Duties, Privileges, and Powers 
of the House of Commons are, have been 
already shewn. In contemplating theCoilsti- 
tution of this<country, which will appear 
more admirable, the more closely it is 
viewed, and the more minutely it is investi¬ 
gated, we should be careful not to confound 
it^ pafts: to bear in mind that the House .of 
Commons ra not the High Court of Par¬ 
liament—thatParliament consists of three 
!Ertates—the King—the Upper—and the 
Lower House—That each of these has its 
own peculiar functions, and that no one 
separately has any power except over its 
own members.,. CeAainly not to bind the 
subject, * It is, imivehiimy admitted by all 


writers up<ni the science of Government, 
tirat the legislative, executive, and Ju< 
dicial powers in a state should he kept 
distinct; that the monstdt- Despotism is 
generated by their union; and that Jus¬ 
tice and Libertyare promoted and assured 
by these powers being kept separate and 
distinct. Accordingly, the Laws of £ng> 
land keep not only the great outlines, but 
every pa^ of each feature distinct. The 
great outlines are. The King entrusted 
witb. the execution of the laws ; yet can¬ 
not the King execute any law; but he is 
bound to delegate bis authority to officers 
of the law. Why ?—because,if it were other¬ 
wise ; if a subject was injured, he could 
have no redress. The^e would be a wrong 
without a remedy; which the law will not 
endure. The King can do no wrong: 
that is, the King can do no aCt, but by the 
prescribed forms of the law: Someoody 
or other must, consccmently, be answerable 
for it—When the Petit'ioi) of Right was 
presented to Charles the First, the House 
of Commons would not accept of the 
King’s Answer, though yielding to their 
wishes, because it was liot couched in the 
precise and formal phrase of the law: they, 
therefore addressed the King for a more 
full, explicit, and satisfactory Answer. Nor 
were they contented, until the King,, com¬ 
ing down to the House of Commons told 
them, “ He bad an answer now to give, 
he was sure would please themand 
accordingly, when they again presented 
the Petition—be returned the desired An¬ 
swer in the precise legal form. '' Soit 
droit fait comrne it est desire” with which 
they were satisfied.* . 

As the Legislative is kept distinct from 
the Executive, so is the Judicial from each 
and noth. An English court of law is an 
object worthy the contemplation of every 
mind that delights in Justice. So is every 
step of Constitutional legal protieedtiig. 
Is any person acepsed of having com¬ 
mitted an offence, information upon oath 
must be given before a sworn ma¬ 
gistrate, who is authorised to admit him 
to.bail, oricommithim to prison according 
to the nature of the .Ofience» In which 
last case, the warrant must clearly set 
forth the charge, and must have a law/ul' 
conclusion; ^bat is, that the party slmU/ 
be detained to* answer the law, or till, 
delivered by due course and proeess'. of 
law. The sworn Informatidii befoiv.n 
sworn magistrate, is transmitted by £iin4o 

* * 2Col>bett’0parUHi8t.4O9. 
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tb« Clerk of the Crown to be put into the 
form of an Indictment, which is laid be¬ 
fore a Grand Jury of < 23 equals of the 
accused, who findi or ^ore, the bUI. In the 
first case, he is pot upon,nisteial, when, 
according to the sworn evidence, before 
given, the witnesses confronted with ,the 
accused, twelve men on their oaths as- 
certaiin the fact, and the Judge upon his 
' oath determines the law: should ^he party 
be acquitted, he can never be troubled again 
for the saineofience,he can plead his outer- 
fois acquit from the records of the court; 
which will be a bar to further proceedings 
against him. Should he be convicted, he 
is committed by a warrant in execution, 
^ssuing from the lavjtul authority, to bear 
and determine causes—stating the oflence, 
and concluding, that the party be safely 
kept, till delifered by due course of law. 
Should he be molested again on the same 
charge, he can plead his auter/ois convict^ 
which stops all Jufther annoyance. 

In these wise and cautious proceedings, 
no one party can take any two successive 
steps ; The Jury ascertains the fact; the 
Judge applies the law; the Sheriff exe¬ 
cutes the Sentence. Such is the guarded 
practice of the law. Yet, notwithstanding 
all these wise provisions and regulations, 
does t^e House of Commons, only one,, 
and the lowest branch of the Legislature, 
take to itself the functions and powers 
of the whole Legislative, Executive, am! 
Judicial. Skipping over all interme¬ 
diate steps, over-leaping all the consti¬ 
tutional boundaries, they jump at once 
from accusation to punishment—the high¬ 
est, short of death, that can be inflicted— 
Imprisonment; and illegal, because inde¬ 
finite. 

The Speaker of the House of Commons 
will, no doubt, be able to shew an exam- 
le, which may be erroneously termed a 
rccedcnt, of a Warrant similar to that by 
which ISpir. Jones has ,been committed to 
Newgate. He will, no doubt, be able to 
point out the time when such Warrants 
were issued; but, it must be observed, that 
it is ka strongly marked with the stamp of 
' illegality, as every otlter part of the pro- 
, ceeding: in fact, it wants every ingre- 
, diem of a lawful Warrant: it neither issues 
filPm lawful authority, nor contains lawful 
Ctttse, nor has a lawful dbnclusion. Of 
thU, the case, above quoted of the illegal 
.WMvapt, under the Great Se^l, for the ap- 
pMfieqsion. of the notorious felon ; the 
act of the 2nd of Henry the 4lh; ^nd 
luslitule, 46; and 3rd Institute, 209, arc 


in proof. Should any more be wantingj 
the istiRoll. Rep. 337, may be added; 
which says,’If a Warrant of Commit* 

" ment be for imprisoning a mao till fur* 

“ ther order, it Aath been held iU; for it 
" sjiould be until the party be deliver^ 

" by due course of Law.” 

Hpving now stated tile mode adopted 
by the House of Commons in asserting ite 
right to avenge itself, for what it is pleased 
m call a breach of its Privileges, when 
the authorities which have been adduced 
are considered with that attention to which 
the}' are so eminently intitled, it cannot 
be thought presumptuous to say. That each 
and all of these proceedings are contrary 
to the Common Law, to Magna Charts, 
the Petition of Right, the. Act of Habeas 
Corpus, the Bill of Rights, the basis of 
the Revolution, the compact between King 
and People; the Act of Settlement, the 
condition by which the King holds his 
Crown; and the numerous Statutes which 
have provided for the Liberty of the Sub¬ 
ject :—That by so doing, instead of claim* 
ing, randestly and necessarily, the Privi¬ 
lege of wearing a shield to protect them* 
selves against the prerogative of the crown, 
or, any other annoyance, that may ac¬ 
tually obstruct them in the discharge of 
their duty to and for the People, the House 
of Commons has assumed the Power of 
using a sword against the Liberties of that 
people; those Liberties which they are 
bound, inapecu]iarmanner,to maintain and 
dgfend :—^That, by proceeding thus, they 
have exercised a jurisdiction not vested 
in them; a jurisdiction beyond the limits 
of King, Lords, and Commons, whilst 
Magpa Charta remains unrepealed ; and# 
repealed it can never be, till England 
shall have found her grave in the qprrup- 
tion of A House of Commons:—That, 
by this act, they confound the Legislative, 
£^ecutive, and Judicial functions; which 
the Constitution has wisely ordained shall 
alwaiy be kept separate and distinct. 

Being but one and the inferior branch 
of the Legislature, it has shot beyond its 
due limits; not a tendril only (an exube¬ 
rance instantly to be lopped), but pushed 
for|h its arms till they over top the other 
trees of the forest; rendering all beneath 
its shade, and within the reach of its in¬ 
fluence, noxious and unwholesome, * 

They have done a Wrong without a Re* . 
medy; and have put a subject out of the Pro* 
tection of the Law, by dooming him to in* 
definite imprisonment rfitbout bail, or muin* 
prize—prevented frem his Writ of*HAlioaa 
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Gtfrpflir, aii4 AfctanM dt all redlreis.<<^ 
Thu iabjec^ tk^ labttties df the Peo¬ 
ple to ft capricieos Vote and ditctetionary 
RUolfttion Of tbe Lower HoOte of Parlia- 
nteht. 

Rfthtltto this tjvestibn has been argired 
on it! own meri^, firam the general prin- 
•ifdfta of the Comnloti Law, and poritire 
of the Statutes, all conctitring 
•li ^ same point, the assurance of the 
MfftOnal LiWty of the Subject, which is 
^ to be restrained but by vjrtue of a 
srattant Issuing from lawful authority, 
grounded on an information upon oath. 

Of Lawful yiTarrants there are three 
sorts: 

1st. A Warrant of Apprehension; in 
which must be recited the deposition upon 
oath, and which must conclude with an 
order to bring the offender before some 
. mftgistrftte, " to be further dealt with ac- 
* cording to law.^^ 

fidly. A Warrant of Commitment; the 
offence not being .bailable, which must 
set out particularly, the sworn deposition 
of the informant, and must conclude le¬ 
gally, with a mandate to the jailor to de¬ 
tain his prisoner, ** to answer the law.” 

3dly. A Warrant in Execution after the 
party has beeh found guilty, by a Jury of 
his equals.' Which must contain a copy 
of the record of coiwiction and of the 
Judgment; must set out precisely'the 
Sentence to be executed according to 
^w, and conclude with an injunction to 
keep the comricted person in safe custodi/, 
till ne shall be delivered by course of Law: 
that is, till the expiration of the definite 
Sentence. 

^ It is now proposed to apply all the Ar¬ 
guments, Cases, and Authorities referred 
to in the progress of this enquiry, to the 
cate of Mr. Jones individually, from an 
anxious wish to have the subject consi¬ 
dered in point of view. The prac¬ 
tice of the Courts of Law authorial to 
take cogniitanee of offences and to inflict 
punishments, has been traced through 
every step; it now remains to contrast 
this legal practice with the proceedings 
of .the House of Commons. 

Jolin Gale Jones having (according to 
the WOrds'^Of the Speaker’s Warrant) writ¬ 
ten and caused to be printed •* A certain 
Paper containing libeilouB i^ections on 
the chstiftctet *nd conduct of the House of 
Commons, and of some of the members 
thereof,” (vte., Mf. Yorke and Mr. Wind¬ 
ham) the fiwinet gentleman, net being in 


the htdrit, perhaps, of reflecting, that the 
known laws of his country would give him 
ample redress ifhe had sustained ahy wrong, 
Complained of what he fahcifqlly called 
a Breach of Privilege, which he as whim¬ 
sically grounded on the Bill Rlrtts. 
Wb^eupon, Mr. Gale Jones having been 
brought before the House and acknow¬ 
ledged himself the author, was adjtu^d, 
according to the Speaker’s Warrant, (or 
rather prejudged) guilty of a gross libel, 
and rentenced to be imprisoned during 
pleasure. 

Let us apply the Rjiles of the Law and 
Arguments of the Judges before stated, to 
the case of Mr. Jones. 

1st. The proceedings are upon,barer 
suggestion, contrary to Magna Chaita. 

2d]y. Mr. Jones is called upon to cri¬ 
minate himself, contrary to common sense, 
and every principle of the law. 

Sdly. Tne House of Commons ascer¬ 
tain the fact without Evidence, being in¬ 
capable of administering an oath. 

4thly. They previou^y determine the 
guilt without appealing to any law. 

5thly. They deliver Judgment without 
Trial. 

6tb1y. Ihey pass a Sentence of inde¬ 
finite hnprisonment, contrary to law. 

7thlv. The Speaker issues a Wasrant of 
Commitment illegal in the gross, and in 
all its ingredients—no lawful authority— 
ho lawful cause—no lawful conclusion- 
and wanting that essential stamp of law, 
a Seal of Office. That tiie public may 
exercise its own judgment, however, the 
Warrant is here set forth. 

" Meratrii, 21* die FebrUarii, 1810. 

" Whereas the House of Commons hath 
" this day adjudged, that John Gale Jones, 
*' having written and caused to be printed 
" a certain Paper containing libellous re- 
" flections, on the character and conduct 
of the said House and of some of the 
** Members thereof, is thereby guilty of a 
** high breach of the Privileges of the 
'* said House. And, whereas the said 
" House hath thereupon ordered,^ That the 
" said John Gale Jones be for his said of- 
fence committed to his Majesty’s Gaol of 
Newgate :* These are therefore to re-. 
»* quire you, the Keeper of his Majesty’s * 
*• Gaol of' Newgate, to receive into your 
•• custody the firay of the said John jmlft 
Jones, an^ him safely to kftep In yOWr 
custody, dmvig the pkamat of the s«^ 
•• House; for which this shall be fudt 
" sufficient Warrant.—Given awdor tny 
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" Hand this 2Ut Itay of February, 1810. 

Ci}ARi.Es Aubot, Speaker.’* 

To tie Keeper qfhis Majesty t 
Gaol, qf Newgate. 

Let this Instrument—tbi« thing sui ge- 
nerw—be contrasted with the description 
above given of the properties of a lawful 
Warrant. Does it not evidently appear, 
that this piece of unsealed ps^cr signed 
by the Speaker, by which an untried sub¬ 
ject has been outlawed, bears no feature 
of Legality? And that from the com¬ 
mencement of this proceeding—in its pro¬ 
gress* and to its doncltision—there is not 
one step that has not been marked in a 
peculiar manner with disrc-spcct for the 
laws—-a disrcspecf in which all the parts 
have been wonderfuHv consistent through¬ 
out, in constituting tfic most unlawful act 
the mind of man can possibly conceive. 

Let the case of Mr. Jones now be mea¬ 
sured by the Arguments of tlie Judges 
before cited : which Arguments were held 
by the House of Lords as conclusive 
against its pretensions. 

The Judges claimed and insisted upon 
the benefit of tlic Common Laxv. Magna 
Chartn, and Trial by Jury, for any thing 
in which they might have dune wrong; not 
because they were Judges, but because 
thejf were commoners of England. They 
denied and rejected the jurisdiclion of 
the Lords, and assigned their rcasops: 
•• Because, in that ca.se, the fact would be 
•• ascertained, and the law would be de- 
termined by the same party, and that 
" if they should be punished by the 
Lords, tjiat would not prevent their 
*' being called to answer again in the 
" Courts of Westmin.«ter-hall, where they 
" could not plead an autrefois convict, or 
•’ autrrfois ac<juit: and so, they might be 
•• punished twice for the same oflence.” 

Lc^t us apply this reasoning to the case 
before us: it bath been shewn, that the 
Common Law, Magha Chaita, and Trial 
by Juty have been violated. We find 
Mr. Jones imprisoned for an act, the il¬ 
legality of which has ii.ot been proved— 
the facts, not ascertained—nor the law 
determined. Yet Is be now undergoing 
■nch a Sentence as hath been shewn. 
Aiid, as'to the other part of the Argument 
*’of the Judges: what is to prevent Mr. 
Yorlje from preferring a Bill of Indictment, 
According to law, against Mr. Jones for 
^hi;j* same'abt: And if we can suppose, 
that any twelve lavful men in England 
t.'oald be had to find a verdict of Cuilty, 
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.then would he be punished twife*- toT th* 
same offence ? He could not prove hit 
former conviction, because he could not 
produce the record of his former Sen¬ 
tence ; because, the House of Qommone it 
no Court of Record, therefore incapable, 
by law, to furnish a copy of the record ; 
because the'law does not allow that House 
to try and determine any cause. To deter¬ 
mine is beyond its limits, as hath been 
shewn: its incapacity is clearly proved 
by the legal ciicumscription of its powers.' 

VVe will next suppose that a Jury can 
find no injury to have been sustained by 
Mr. Yorkc, and should return a verdict of 
Acquittal: 'then will Mr; Jones have been 
sentenced to undergo the most sever* 
punishment short of death, that of inde¬ 
finite imprisonment, by an Order of th* 

! House of Commons, tor having done an 
act not proved to be a crime ; on the con¬ 
trary, which will have been determined by 
a Jury of his equals, not to hare been an 
offence, as in the case of Reeves ; with 
whom the minister dealt more tenderly by' 
giving him, his creature, the benefit of the 
law; when a Jury contradicted by their le¬ 
gal verdict the predetermined Judgment 
of the House of CoiAmons; but, if a Jury 
Vere to do the same, iuthej)resentcase, Mr. 
Jones could have no remedy for the wrong 
done to him—he cannot bring bis action 
for false imprisonment against Mr. Yorke, 
nor against the House of Commons, nor 
the Serjeant at Arms, nor the Sherifi^, nor 
the Jailor : that is to say, if the Courts of 
‘Law should tell him, as they have told 
others heretofore, that they could not in¬ 
terfere with the House of Commons. 

Anxious to have this Case thoroughly con¬ 
sidered, and to leave no looptohangadoubt 
on ns to the true character o i the Proceedings 
of theHouse of Commons, we will ftappose it 
may be said, that Mr. Yorke took this 
method, by calling out Breach of Privilege, 
of punishing Mr. Jones; as the act was not 
prpperly cognizable by a Court of Law. 
To this is to be replied, in the first place. 
That if an act is not cognizable in a Court 
of Law, no oilence has been committed : 
because, an Englishman is at liberty to do 
every thing, not forbidden by ^he law. 
But, a fact has occurred, that proves that 
Mr. Yorke, if aggrieved, had his remedy' 
by due course and process of Jaw : as a 
legal Bill of Indictment has been preferred 
by another member of the House of Com* 
mons (lord Castlereaijh) against Mr. Joi^, 
as the author of a Placard of a similar na¬ 
ture (inviting discussion) and^fovml by 
P ' . * 
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the Grand 3aty : And, in theevetit of Mr. 
Jdties's bniog' convicted by iaw, there it 
i)bthing[ to prevent lord Cattlereagh from 
complaining of a Breach of Pritllcge after 
Mr. Jones has undergone the limited sen* 
tence of the law, and getting him sentenc¬ 
ed by,the itouse of Commons to unlimited 
imprisonment for the same offence. Mr. 
Jonea cannot plead his auterfois convict, 
tlpmf^h he may procure the record from 
the Court of Law where he was convicted. 
The House of Commons will not receive 
it; so that be may be punished, once by a 
Vote of the House of Commons conti'ury 
to law, and by Bill of Indictrfteipt accord¬ 
ing to law—and agajn,—by Bill of Indict¬ 
ment by the law, and by Vote of the 
House of Commons against all law, all for 
the same offence, for the legal and proba¬ 
ble duration of the life of man. 

The Speaker’s Warrant (if it can be 
called by such a nam>) which has been 
she out at length, commits Mr. Jones 

diil'ing the pleasure of the House of 
" Commons." It hasibeen shewii, that a 
lawful warrant should issue from lawful 
atithority—should assign lawful cause, and 
should have a lawful conclusion. A 
Speaker of the House* of Commons is no 
l^gal Magistrate—his Warrant assigns 
libel—is not libel bailable ? But it may 
be pretended, that the Culprit has been 
tried and condemned—This is a War- 
rant in execution.—A Warrant in exe¬ 
cution by a Speaker of the House of 
Cdmthnns on a sentence of imprison-.. 
xbent!!! for a month—or six months—or 
a year—or seven years—or for a day—or 

an hour!-Let not the people think that 

this statement is incorrect, because that the 
facts stated are nearly incredible. The 
House otXommous, that does not pretend 
to a right of committing any person for 
custody, even one hour—yet insist upon 
and exercise the power of passing a sen¬ 
tence of imprisonident, during the plea¬ 
sure of the House! Not to be " deliver*! 
bjy due course Of law" nor to “ answer 
any law.** For what law is he to answer ? 
for what offence committed > Or, is the 
^led^ed offhnee of so heinous a nature 
as tb ^raicldde the supposed offender from, 
bait ? By vHitll; law can he be delivered ? 
To tHiat law can he appeal? What is 
the term bf his confinement ? 

** During the pleasure qf the House tf 
Commons.” 

Here is an Englishman outlawed; put 
out of the protection* of the king’s law 
% order of the House ofc Commons, who 


are peculiarly bound to prdtedt and de¬ 
fend the Liberty of the Subject.—The 
House of Commons, which is no court; 
which cannot fine ; which the law forbids 
to pass any Judgment; which cannot ad¬ 
minister an oath; which cannot take any 
one step according to law, for the belt of 
all reasons, because the law recognizes no 
such Court, nor allows it any such power, 
as passing ^definitive sentence. 

But, it is truly admirable, how consis¬ 
tently the House of Commons has acted' 
throughout the whole of this Case, al¬ 
ways measuring its propeedinga by the 
line of its own di-^cretion, instead of the 
golden mctcyard of the Law—a princi¬ 
ple, which if once admired—admitted ! ! 
if not reftfobated, and resisted, the inevit¬ 
able consequence will be, the total subver¬ 
sion of all Law and Order. ' For what 
makes the distinction between a state of 
Liberty and a slate of Slavery, but being 
guided and protected by known laws com¬ 
mon to all, or being subject to variable, 
arbitrary, and uncertain discretion. *' Mi- 
sera strvuus csl, ubijus est vagum, aut incog- 
nituni.” Wretched is the Slavery of him 
who lives under uncertain laws! 

If the Judges of the Laws of England 
in the days of lord Holt, thought so justly, 
and acted so firmly and decidedly in 4^eir 
case, so have we witnessed in our time, how 
acutely a learned Judge of the Civil Law, 
sir 'William Scott, can feel, when even a 
presumed injurious suspicion is thrown 
out, though no punishment has been in¬ 
flicted upon him without trial or a fair de¬ 
fence. And here it is impossible to avoid 
remarking, how tcndcr-skinned-some men 
arc upon being touched themselves I bow 
susceptible their feelings ! how trembling¬ 
ly alive to the slightest annoyance ! The 
learned Civilian felt nothing for poor 
.Tones; sent to jail without trial, without an 
opportunity of making his defence. His 
own words will best express his feelings 
on the occasion alluded to, which was on 
a charge brought forward in the House of 
Commons by lord Cochrane, my most 
worthy col league, against the Court where 
the learned Civilian presides; when'-be' 
said: • 

« That the accusation was brought for- 

ward against the Court where he (we- 

sided, when tl)ei% was no possibility of 
" a defence, and thus allowed to impend 
“ for many months over_ the head of,the 
“ court, which could not'demand its trial,* 
“ and of course could not w'urd off' a most 
*' painnil and depteciating suspicion; t fi lut 
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** .wa^ a mod«' af proceeding tHiich coold 
" not be sufficiently deprecated, nor too 
" severely reproved. It was placing a 
" man in the situation of a supposed cul- 
" prit, in whom every guilt was likely to 
be presumed, and from whose society 
" every innocent man was ready to fly, 
** abandoned by society, cut offi and in a 
*' manner excommunicated, he might in 
*' the end appear completely guiltless, and 
" prove by his acquittal, that his only mis- 
fortune was not being allowed, in time, 
" an opportunity of defence. Notwith- 
** standing the cruelty of this, many men 
"’were to be found anxious to bring for- 
" ward an unfounded accusation, and the 
" world, in genefal, was but too prone to 
" its reception. He deplored the custom, 
" and deprecated its continuance; and he 
“ did so the more earnestly, feeling acute- 
ly its injustice in Iiis own case.”—And, 
in these feelings the House of Commons 
sympathiaed. 

He complains in the style of the Civil 
Law of being excommunicated. Mr. 
Jones remonstrates in the language of the 
Law of England against being outlawed, 
without having been found legally guilty 
of any crime. j 

The Roman Satirist, when lashing the 
vices of a corrupt country, particularly 
upbraids the absence of feeling, generally, 
exhibited for the suiferings of small men 
in humble stations. The poor man nnay 
lose his goods and all bis effects. Should 
his house be burned to the ground, no on^ 
troubles himself about it. But, if misfor¬ 
tune touches the great, then, all partake 
of the general sorrow: 

" Magana Arturii eecidit domns, &c. 

** Tunc gemimus casus urbisj tuncodimus ignem.’* 

Poor Codrus excites no sympathy: 

But if tbe palace of Arturius burn. 

The noblea change their clothes, the natrons 
mourn; 

The City Prsetor will no pleadings hear; 

The very name of fire, we hate and fear; 

And look aghast, as if the Gauls were here.*' 

From the conviction on my mind of the, 
justness of the sentiments here expressed 
by the Learned Judge ; <md from as w'ell 
weighed and folly digested an opinion as 
my researches enabled me to make, and 
toy reason instructed foe to fbrm,l propos¬ 
ed in the House of Commons; " That Mr. 
G^le Jones should be then discharged.” 

In Opposition to these ar guments, it was, 
in the hrst place, relied on, '{tiat this 
power of Commitment bad been exercised 


for three hundred years. In wpporl of 
which assertion, only two imtances were 
adduced. One of errors, a member and 
servant to the king, before cited; and one 
Momington, who biat Mr. Johnson amem- 
ber, and pleaded ignorance of his being a 
member of the House of Comintwis''*, But 
oflwhat importance afe these two Cases 
For their own acts, wefo they ever so nu¬ 
merous, can never be admitted as Prece¬ 
dents to establish their own claims. Sir 
Thomas Bromley, Chancellor in the reign 
of Elizabeth, denied that their own acts 
could be cited ns Precedents, when they 
were insisted on by a Committee of the 
House as proofs in support of their claim 
to a privilege of not being liable to be su- 
poenaed in Chancery. .Sir Thomas Brom¬ 
ley said, that unless those precedents had 
been confirmed by the Court of Chancery, 
they were of no avail ;f and all Lawyers 
know that a legal precedent is established, 
by a decision of all the Judges, on an Ar¬ 
gument at Bar. Nothing can be more 
mischievous or more calculated to mislead, 
than to use legal terms in a popular sense ; 
and though the word Precedent in popu¬ 
lar language means any thing that went 
before ; yet, in a sfrict legal sense it means 
a Decision upon Argument, one of whicb 
is worth a thousand without. 

From Custom or Usage such a claim 
never can be set up ; for a custom to ob¬ 
tain must be reasonable in itself; must 
have been used from time immemorial; 
must be pro AonopaWico—not contrary to 
law, and never contested. 

From Common Law it cannot be de¬ 
rived ; because at common law, a man 
could not be imprisoned in any case, un¬ 
less for force or violence—for which bis 
body was subject to imprisonment, as one 
of the highest executions of^ the law. 
And, that it is forbidden by all the Statutes, 
it is to be hoped has been sufficiently 
proved. Therefore,* unless it can be 
shewn, that an Order of the House of 
Commons can contravene all these Autho¬ 
rities, there can be no pretence on which 
this usurpation can be maintained. And 
to talk of the Law of Parliament as contra¬ 
distinguished from and contradictory to 
the Acts of Parliament I—It is a phantom 
fitter to be entertuuicd by the fancy of a ' 
Bedlamite than by a f.awgivcr. . 

Notwithstanding the care that has been 
taken in the progress of tiiis enquiry 

* 1 HaMelJ, 5.3. 7+. 

t rbi(1.9fi. 
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to keep legal words from being used 
.in a popular sense, and to prevent a con- 
frsion of ideas arising'therefrom, it will 
be necessary in this case to adopt the 
mode which has been invariably pursued, 
and. to define Correctly the legal meaning 
of the term about to be discussed. For, 
by .not attending sufficiently to this dis* 
tinction, much embarrassment was created 
during the former discussion of this sub* 
ject in the House of Commons: few per¬ 
sonshaving been able to keep sufficiently 
separate, things, in their nature so essen¬ 
tially different, as the power of commit¬ 
ment for a legal Contempt, ^ur^abatement 
of a Nuisance), and the passing of a Sen¬ 
tence of Imprisonment as a punishment 
for an offence. 

Every one knows that in popular phrase 
a man is said to shew contempt for another 
if he torn upon his heel and do not 
answer a salute: but, in a legal sense, 
Contempt has one meaning, and one only— 
that is, obstruction to the proceedings of a 
Court, which every Court is necessarily 
competent to remove. " Contempt is a 
disobedience to the rules and orders of a 
Court, One may be punished for a con¬ 
tempt in Court, but not out, or a private 
abuse.*’* Whethej the Case of the Incor¬ 
poration of St. Albans, which has been 
. accurately stated, and the Arguments of 
the Judges in Bridgeman versus Holt are 
or are not applicable to the case before 
us, must be len to the candid consideration 
of the Reader.—It is necessary to observe, 
that I lay no stress upon the authorUy of the 
Judges merely as such, recollecting full 
well the many Opinions of Judges contra¬ 
ry to the Law of the Land and subversive 
of the Liberty of the Subject. In the case 
of Ship Money, the Judges determined, 
that the Kfng had a right to levy taxes 
without consent of the Representatives of 
the People. In the famous Case of the 
Habeas Corpus, in the King’s Bench, af¬ 
terwards reversed, the Judges determined,* 
tbatwhen the King committed, the Subject 
cotild have no relief. When Charles the 
First imprisoned Members of Parliament 
for their parliamentary conduct, the Judges 
determingdf that the Art of tlie fourth of 
Henry the Eighth wms a private Act, 
.tbo’ made expressly to prevent members 
from being questioned, in consequence of 
Mr. Stroud having been questioned in the 
Court of Stannaries, and fined anil impri¬ 
soned by that Court, on account of a lUll 

■ I . ■ . P ■ 
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he had introduced into the House of Com¬ 
mons for regulating the Tinners in‘Corn¬ 
wall. Therefore, it is not upon the 
authority, but upon the weight of the ar¬ 
guments above cited, and honest argu¬ 
ments they were, of unfeed Counsel in 
their own cause, that we rely. 

As for Modern Decisions of such men 
as De Cray, Mansfield, or Kenyon, they 
will hardly worth quoting on either 
side of the question ; and, for an illustra¬ 
tion of the conduct of the last mentioned 
Judge upon this great constitutional ques¬ 
tion, 1 beg leave to refer the Reader to the 
Case of Benjamin Flower, 'and to the able 
Argument of Mr.Clifford in that case; to 
which Argument 1 embrace this opportu- 
tunity of acknowledging myself greatly 
indebted ; and so, in tny opinion, are the 
public at large. * - ;.f; 

In pursuing this Argument, the.R^Mer 
should carefully keep in mind the marked 
distinction there is between'Pijvilege and 
Power. No Privilege of the House of 
Commons is here denied. But, it may be 
asked. Upon what ground or prefence they 
assume a Power to punish ? fJince they 
have taken upon themselves to exercise 
this Power, it is fair to call upon them to 
shew bow they came by it, and when they 
first ^claimed it.* 

The commencement of this Usurpation 
was when tliey got rid of the Upper House 


* Sir I’oberl Walpole seems to have 
|i)rcrtaincd (tie same sealiiiientN, as ap¬ 
pears from his .Speecli in the House of 
Commons, in the Case of Sir Ikichanl 
Steele, in 171 }•: “ NVh)', said he, •“ should 
** the author be ausueraliic in pai];.nnrot 
“ for the things which he wrote in his pri- 
“ vate capaciiy ? And if lu: i.s punishable 
“ l)V law, w'hy is he not left to the law 
By this mode of proceeding, parliament, 
" which used to be the scourge only of 
" evil ministers, is made by ministers the 
" scourge of the subject. In former reigns, 

" the audacity of corruption extended it- 
" self only to judges and juries; the at- 
" tempt so to degrade parliament w’as, till 
" the present period, upheard of. The 
“ Liberty of the. Pre«s is unrestrained; 
*" bow tnen shall a part of the legislature 
" dare to punish that as a crime which ia 
" not declared to d>e so by any law, 

“ framed by the whole! And why should • 
“ that Fltiusc lie madnithe instrument of 
“ such a deiCfitiible pT!rpo.%e.” See Coxe's 
Walpole, vol. 1, p. 73. SeVaiso 0 Cob- 
belt’s Pari. Hist. 1269. 
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of Parliament, and cut off the Head of the 
King, They still, it seems, are embolden¬ 
ed to retain an illegal power not pret«nded 
to even by the King. But which these local 
sovereigns over the King, claim as of right. 
Butno wonder, when they have soentirely 
departed from the ends of their institution 
—as was ottered to be proved by Mr. Ma« 
dock.sand acknowledged by themselves, in 
the never-to-be-forgotten morning of the 
1 lih of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and nine; when, from being the Lower or 
Inferior (for it is the same sense, one be. 
iirg an English,«the other a Latin word). 
Branch of the Legi.slature, they have be¬ 
come the proprietors, by burgage tenure, 
of the whole Representation; and, in 
that capacity, inflated with their high 
blown fjjyiciful ideas of majesty, and 
tricked out in the trappings of roy¬ 
alty, think Privilege and Protection 
beni'ath their dignity, assume the Sword 
of Prerogafive, and lord it equally over 
the King and the People.* 

But, in order that nu'.iiing may be want¬ 
ing, to render truly ludiciou.s every part 
of this proceeding, which, inverting the 
laws of the drama, as well as all other 
iavi'S, begins with a Farce and ends with a< 
Tragedy, the House of Commons impri- 
sortMr. Jones—ender the .sanction of \7hat 
Jaw think ye —The Bill of Rights! I! 
—Well might Paine call it the Bijl of 
Wrongs; if it could be thus convert¬ 
ed into an instrument to oppress and 


* Upon this memorable Debate, Mr. 
Ponsonby, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
under tbe*Whig Administration, observed, 
•• That he could not consent to proceed 
“ against individuals, because that had 
** been proved to exist, which had long 
been as notorious as the Sun at nooii- 
•• day; nmnely, the Sale of Seats in that 
" House.** See Cobbett*s Debates, vol. xiv. 
p.5iy. 

And in a Committee of the whole House, 
on the 1st of June last, upon Mr. Cur- 
wen's Reform Bill, the ^eaker made use 
of these expressions: " The question now 
•* before us, is no less than this: Whether 
" the Seats in this House* shall be hence- 
** forth publicly saleable ?—A proposition, 
" at tn sound of w|)ich, our ancestors 
** would have startled with indignation ; 
*^but a practice, which, in these da^s, 
, * and within these walls, in utter oblivion 
** of every former maxim and feeling of 
** Parliament, has been avowed ahd justi- 
" ^e p. 837 of the same Ydlnme. 


to destroy the Liberties of the People, 
those Liberties which it was expressly 
framed, claimed, demanded and insisted 
upon to protect. 

Mr. Yorke has discovered a new mean¬ 
ing in the Bill of Rights; and, because 
the Bill of Rights declares. That a mem¬ 
ber of parliament cannot be questioned 
any where out of parliament for words 
spoken therein, he has sapieiitly con¬ 
cluded, That the People are prohibited 
from exercising their understanding, for the 
purpose of discussing or censuring the con¬ 
duct of thg Gentlemen who sit in that 
House. These Gentlemen all concurred with 
him in the SenUnicc passed on Mir. Jones ; 
though no one agreed with him in his 
new interpretation of the word " Ques¬ 
tion,** in the Bill of Rights—knowing, as 
they did, that " questioned,” legally, 
means accused before a tribunal compe¬ 
tent to punish; and that the power in¬ 
tended to be counteracted was the King's 
Prerogative and the arbitrary proceedings 
of the Court of Star Chamber, which were 
in the constant liabit of questioning and 
punishing Members, for their conduct in 
the House, as in tJie Case of Mr. Strode 
before mentioned, and of Strickland, Sir 
John Eliot, Cul. Churchill, Holies, Va¬ 
lentine, and many others. And, surely, 
that cannot he deemed a Privilege of Par- 
*liainent which is incompatible with the 
Rights of the People: as the Lords re¬ 
solved in the Case of Ashby and 
White: “ That declaring Ashby guilty 
of a Breach of Privilege of the House of 
Commons is an unprecedented attempt 
upon the jurisdiction of parliament; and 
is, in ettect, to subject the law of £ngla.nd 
to the Votes of the House of Coromoiis”* 
—And how much more so is this act of 
imprisoning Mr. Jones! 

But the House, it seems, thinks that its 
dignity is concerned Jn continuing Mr. 
J^ones ill prison. That dignity should con¬ 
sist in punishing is a novel idea. The 
dignity of any man or body of men is 
best maintained by their doing their duty, 
according to their several stations, if 
dignity consisted in punishn^, then 
'would Jack Ketch be the most efignified 
man in the laiid.f But the Commons do 


* 6 Cobbett's Pari. Hist. 431. 

+ Lord Clarendon observes, *' That the 
damage and mischief cannot be expressed, 
that the Crown and State sustained by the 
deserved reproach pud inlao^ that at¬ 
tended the Jqd|e 9 by being mnle use of 
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not sit in that House for tbeir dignity, 
but as Servants of,^e People; not to 
exercise Prerogative and Power over them, 
but to inspect and bonttoul the Public 
Accounts, tq protect Liberty and Pro¬ 
perty; to complain of exorbitances of 
Power in any <]uarter; and to maintain 
the Laws of the Lnntl. They are the last 
persons who ought to set an example 
of encroachment. If they become de¬ 
stroyers of the Liberties of the People, 
in mem, oppression is combined^ with 
treachery; they destroy where they are 
botfnd to protect. Lvery reason is as 
strong against such an act, freta, them to¬ 
wards tile People, as it was against 
Macbeth in the murder of Duucan. 

“ lib is licre in double trust, 

“ First as I am his sub.uTt and his kinsman— 

" Both strong against llie deed—then as Ins host 
“ Who should against his murderer shut the dooi, 
“ Not bear the knife myself.” 

Having now arrived at a conclusion of 
the Argument upon this most interesting 
and important case, one cannot, in taking 
leave of the subject ; in reviewing the 
whole of the proceeding complained of ; 
in beholding an assembly whose sole bu- 
hioess it is to make laws, and to watch 
bver the due execution of the laws al¬ 
ready made ; one cannot, with such im¬ 
pressions in one's mind, help entertaining 
a fear, that the Gentlemen of the House 
of Commons, may, in time, unless they 
revert to the Great Principles of the Con¬ 
stitution, be in danger of incurring the 
sentence of St. Paul upon tlie insolent and 
tyrannical High Priest, who had com¬ 
manded him to be stricken for opening 
his mouth in his own defence;—“ God 
“ shall smite thee, thou whited wall: For 
" sittest thou to juclge me after tile Law;. 
” and commandest me to be smitten cun- 
* trary to the Law ?” 

in this and like acts of power, there being 
HO possibility to preserve the dignity, re¬ 
verence, and estimation of the laws them¬ 
selves, but by the integrity and innoceiicy 
of the Judges." 


CAPT. WARWICK LAKE. 

CContinued frontpa^ 41 6.J 
At the place, here refbired to, I ended 
with the Fentence upon Lake. The ftd- 


lowiag Dobumei^ were omitted lor want 

of roopa.-^The Ist is a Letter from 

Lake to the Admiralty, in answer to a 
letter, written by them to him for an ex¬ 
planation relative to the act reported by 

Mr. Thomas _^The 2d is an Opinion of 

Mr. Bickneli, upon which I shall, here* 
after, 6fFer my opinion.-^ —^The 3rd is a 

Report from the Court of Inquiry.-The 

4th is a Letter from the Admiralty to the 
meiiibers of the Court-martial, covering a 
Letter from Admiral Sir Alex. Cochrane, 
and, as to the viru/ with which such let¬ 
ter was so produced, we shall, hereafter, 

have reason to remark.-The 5tb is 

this Letter of Admiral Cochrane, and a 
most curious letter it is. rMark the words 
of it wliieh 1 have put in Italics. But, 
it shall come befoie the public again and 
again, 'till every soul in England has read 

it.-The 6th is a Letter to character, 

signcil by some people on board of Lake's 
ship, the Ulysses, and, in this letter, 1 beg 
the reader to mark well the w'ords in the 

parenthesis -But, abo\e ail things, I beg 

the reader’s attention to the letter of Ad¬ 
miral Co(.hranc ; to the language of that 
letter; and to some of its assertions, too. 

-1 want little more than this letter to 

enable roe to judge of the writer of it.- 

Readier, pray murk his wqrcls and hiam/u>- 
ner. Alark, too, his assertion, that Som¬ 
brero is close to Anguilla. 

Letter from Capt. W. Lake to Mr. W. W. 

Pole, dated, Ulysses, at the Nore, 3 Juh, 
^ 1809. 

Sir ;—In reply to your Letter of the 
6th ult. directing me to explain, for the 
information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a charge exhibited 
against me by Charles Morgan Thomas, 
late Purser of His Majesty’s Ship Deme- 
rary, of having set a man on shore upon 
an uninhabited island, when I had com¬ 
mand of the Recruit ;■ and also to state 
what 1 know respecting Mr. Thomas; I 
beg leave to acquaint you, that a man 
was set on shore upon the island of Som¬ 
brero, who was a roost infamous character, 
but that he is not dead, as represented by 
Mr. Thomas, behaving been taken off by 
an Amei ican vessel a mw days afterwarils 
and conveyed tq America, where Jbe now 
lives. 1 called aCthe said island on my 
return to Barbadoea, for the purpose of 
again taking ttie man on boarii tb* Re¬ 
cruit, but he was not there; and, when' 1 
arrived M Barbadoes 1 found, by an Ame¬ 
rican Newspaper, a statement or the man 
having been taken off the island in ques- 
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*ion, *a(r laaded in Ai^anca.»^4tb fe> 
sped to Mr. Charle* Morgan Thomsu, I 
beg leave to state, that I never saw him ; 
but on enquiry into his character, I am 
told by the Captains with whom he has 
sailed^that on account of his improper 
conduct^ he has been obliged to quit two 
ships, and that he is now serving before 
the mast in His Majesty's Ship Neptune. 

Extract qf a Letter from Mr. IXcknell, to the 
Honoterahle W. W. Poledated i '2th 
Jvdy, 1809. 

I am humbly of opinion, that Capt. 
Lake's conduct was illegal, however in¬ 
famous that of the man might have been, 
and for which he might have deserved 
punishment; and that he is amenable to 
the party injured, either in a criminal pro¬ 
secution, nr in a civil action for damages, 
or to a Court Martial, (if their Lordships 
should think lit to order one) for having 
been guilty,or the oifences described in 
ihe 33d Article, in the Act of the 22d 
George 111. chap. 33; and also for a 
breach of the 13th Article of the Printed 
instructions, under the head *' Captain.” 

Proceedings of the Cotirt of Inquiry. 

Pursuant to an Order from-Sir Roger 
Curtis, hart. Admiral of the White,,&r. 
&c. &c. of the ^th instant.—We, the*un- 
designed, have been on board His Majes¬ 
ty's Sloop Recruit, and carefully investi¬ 
gated the circumstancesof landing Robert 
.Tefierv, seaman of the said sloop, on the 
13th Dec. 1K07, on the island of Som-* 
brero; and it appears, by the Complete 
book of the Recruit, that Robert JeRery, 
ordinary seaman, run on the 13lh Dec. 
1807, at the island of Sombrero. And, 
by the Recruit's Log, it appears, that on 
Dec. 13th, 1807, at b p. m. the said Robert 
.leffery was landed on the island of Som- 
Ivrero, by a boat of the Recruit.—By the 
(leclaration of the following Petty Officers, 
viz. Mr. Joseph Efvy. Clerk, Tho. Jenkins 
Serjeant of Marines, Joseph Matt, Captain 
of the Forecastle, John Pearson, Quarter¬ 
master, and Francisco Vala, one of the 
boat’s crew at,the time; that the said 
Robert Jeliery, having broached a cask of 
spruce beer, on the 13tbDec. 1807, for* 
the use of the ship’s company ; that on 
the evening of that <la^, by order of the 
H«ii. Cwt. Lake, landed by Lieutenant 
R* C. Mould, without provisions, or other 
dothing than those he wore at the time.— 
The said Petty, Officers further state, that 
Intent, Mould gave him a handkerchief. 


Cqptow Warto^ JLfifef, 

to make a signad to any , 

pass the island.; add that tJiw? 
crew gave him a knife and a pair of ; s 
and by the Log it appears, that the Ror 
cruit did. not return to the island of Som-. 
brero until the 11th of February 1808* 
when a boat was sent on shore, but nei¬ 
ther Robert Jeffery, or •any part of bis ap¬ 
parel. Was found. Francisco Vala states, 
that Robert Jetlery was left in tears, and 
very desirous of returning in the boat 
when put on shore on the island of So^tn- 
brero.-*-Mr. H. G. Windsor, present 
Purser of His Majesty's Sloop Recruit, 
has given u% the enclosed ; stating what 
he heard,* soon after the time above al¬ 
luded to. from the Master and other Offi¬ 
cers of the Recruit at that time; which, 
with the above Declaration of the Petty 
Officers, we enclose for their Lordship’s 
information.—Given under our hands, on 
board His Majesty's Stoop Recruit, in 
Portsmouth Harbour, this 9th Dec. 1809. 
—JJd. Lee, — Wm. Bedford, — J» E. Douglas. 

Mr. H. G. fVindsor’s Statement. 

Being directed to give what information 
I Could oil the subject of a seaman’s having 
been landed on the island of Sombrero, 
from on board His M^esty’s Sloop Re¬ 
cruit, previous to my having joined h^r 
as Purser, 1 have to state, that on entering 

member of the Gun-room Mess, I heard 
* it frequently said by the then officers, that 
a man bad been landed on the island of 
Sombrero, by order of Captain Lake to 
Lieut. R. C. Mould, as a punishment for 
having stole some spruce beer; that at 
the time he was landed, as well as at the 
time it was spoken of, it was considered a 
very cruel act, and contrary to the senti¬ 
ments of all those who spoke of it, or saw 
it done. I heard Mr. Edward Spencer, 
the then Master of the Recruit, say, the 
man w'as landed on the evening of a day; 
and (hat on the fbUowing morning the 
Jsland was so near, that a boat might have 
been conveniently sent to have the man 
brought off; and that cither he or the offi¬ 
cer of the morning watch (I do not recol¬ 
lect which) reported to Capt. Lake the 
situation of the island, with a view to brii^ 
to his recollection the circumsiahres of hisS 
having landed the man on the evening 
fore, and with a hope of inducing Captaini 
Lake to send for him again ; that on 
disappointed in that hope, they feared. the 
man must fall a victim to lamine, or at 
prey to the wild birds, which were very 
large and numerous thara, ^ould he net 
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previouBly be taken oft' by some ressel 
passing the island. I have likewise heard 
It said among the diftereut officers, in con¬ 
versation, that a pair of shoes aud a hand¬ 
kerchief had been given him as a relief, 
on the tinte oif bis landing; and that bis 
feet were wounded by the sharp rocks, 
before he reached the top of the island, 
which was very rocky and desolate ; and 
that some time after, the Recruit being or¬ 
dered to return to the island, to search for 
the .man, did so, but that the officer order¬ 
ed on that duty, could find no person on 
the island, nor any thing to induce a sup¬ 
position that he had been killed, excepting 
the remains of a pair of irowsers, wiiich 
they did not know to be his. The cir¬ 
cumstance of the man's having been land¬ 
ed, was considered very cruel by all the 
officers, and when publicly spoke of, was 
thought an act of oppression.—Dated on 
board the Recruit, this 9th December 
JbO'l.— H. (t. Windsor, Purser. 

P. S. I joined the Recruit, as Purser, 
on the 15th June 1803. AJdreis of Mr. 
Edward Spencer, former Mastc’r, now ft 
No. 13, Swan Street, lietiinal (Iretn, Lon¬ 
don—Uth Dec. ISOy.—i/. G. Windsor. 

Letter from the Admiralty Office ('signed 

John IJAHRow)'io Adm. Sir R. Cwtis at 

Forlsmoulh; dated lOihJun. 1«10. 

Sir;—I am commanded by my Lords 
Commis-sioners of the Admiralty, to send 
you the enclosed Letter from Vice Admi¬ 
ral Sir Ale.xander Cochrane, to bo laid 
before the Members of the Court Martial 
to be assembled for the trial of the Hon. 
Capt. Warwick Lake of the Ulysses. 

Jxtter from Sir Alex. Cochrane, to Mr. W. 

W. Pole, dated, Vompee, JJalifax JJar- ' 

hour, 1st Nov. 1809, 

* i 

Sir; — I have received Mr. Barrow's I 
letter of the 14th July, enclosing an ex¬ 
tract of one from the late Purser of the 
Demerary, containing a charge against* 
Capt. the Hen. Warwick Lake, tor having 
wt a roan on shore upon an uninhabited 
island ; together with Capt Lake's ref)ort, 
and Mr. Bickncll's opinion of the afiair;' 
and signifyjng to me the direction of the 
Itcurds Coumiissioners of the Admiraltv, to 

make a strict investigation into the case._ 

was weli aware of the irregularity of the 
proceedinj^, at the time it occurred, and 
when it was reported to me, 1 immediately 
sent Capt. Lake back to the island, to take 
the man oft', but he was aireudy gone; and 
inviog Aeard, soon after, of the circum- 
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stance being repeytied in an American 
paper, and of the man's arrival there, 
which assured me of his safety, 1 consented, 
after aeriou»ly admonishing Capt. Lake, to 
let the business rest; but should their Lord¬ 
ships still deem it proper to order him to 
be tried by a Court Alartial for his con¬ 
duct, there arc many persons in the Re¬ 
cruit, who, no doubt, can prove the cir¬ 
cumstance of the mi'n's being set on shore; 
though the situation of the island of Som¬ 
brero is close to Anguilla, and in the track 
where vessels are constantly passing aud 
re-passing. 

Letter from Persons on board the Ulysses, to 

Capt. Lukf, at Spithead, 5th Feb. 1810. 

Sir; —We (he undersigned Officers be¬ 
longing to His Majesty’s Ship Ulysses 
(aware of the situation in whic'h you are 
now placed, and tonsidering that your re¬ 
putation may sutler fiom th^ nature «)f the 
Charge nlk-dged agaiiKSt you, about to 
become the subject of investigation) im¬ 
pressed wi’.h t! Just sense of what we have 
seen and expe rienced since we have served 
under your command, deem it incumbent 
upon us respectfully to expicss, that in 
our opinion your general conduct has been 
particularly marked by kindne.ss and hu¬ 
manity, in every re«pect becoming the 
character of a British Officer, anxious for 
the welfare, comfort, and happiness (where 
niisrcprcsmtation did not existJ of those 
placed under your command; and further, 
that we have reason to conclude any thing 
fike preconcerted or deliberate cruelty-or 
oppression totalU' lureign to your natural 
iltsposiiion.—Could what we have already 
declared be of any service to you in the 
present unpleasant circumstance, which 
we are ready and willing to substantiate 
to the tvorld, it will afturd us the most 
sincere and heart-felt satisfaction.—We 
are confident, that those to whom we are 
known will readily acquit our conduct, on 
this occasion, of any thing pertaining to 
flattery qr insincerity. — We have the 
honour to be. Sir,—With respect, your 
faithful Servants ,—Geot Robinson, Lieute¬ 
nant.—Jito. J. Croat, Masteu'*— Thomp. 
son. Surgeon.—Jo/m Marsh Luett, Purser.— 
A. Campbell, 1st Lieut. R. M. 


Trial qf Mr. Perry, and Mr. hmanaT, for 
a Lioel, continued from p. 384. 

........ In all that time, the pre¬ 
sent is the second instance io which we 
have had a trial in this or any Court on 
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any charge of a criminal nature. And 
when y(ni «‘ons’der the anawnly that be¬ 
longs to the avocation—that we are to be i 
judged by a severer criterion than any 
other species of misdemeanor is subject to 
—that tec are made answerable for the 
criminal acts of others—that it is a pro¬ 
fession (if I ma}' be allowed to call it by 
that term—1 know that I have acted 
liberally in it) which requires daily and 
incessant toil—to be performed at an 
unseasonable hour of the night, after the 
fatigues and exhaustion of the day, some¬ 
times- after the iiululgences which man 
in society may be occasionally permitted 
—a profession subject to the arts which 
are too frequentlyapractisod to ensnare 
us in an unwary moment, or to beguile our 
■wigihjpce—to partialities that may mis¬ 
lead the honest judgment, and to temp¬ 
tations that human frailty may feel it 
difficult to resist-^it will be allowed that 
honesty, that vigilance, that respect for 
morals musi have been exemplary, which 
have so ellectually secured us against the 
imputation of guilt. 

Sixteen years ago. Gentlemen of the 
Jury, we were charged in this Court with 
a libel on the King’s Government, by the 
publication of an address from the town 
of Derby. It was cgnducted by tlic Noble 
and Learned liord w’ho is now the Lord 
■ Chancellor of England. He did not lay 
the information hinisell) but he found It 
in his oflice, and felt it to be his duty to 
bring it on. The disorder of the times 
had given a most serious alarm, not to 
Government only, but had distracted and 
divided the greatest political parties in 
the realm. It is not only painful. Gentle¬ 
men, but disgusting to speak of ourselves, 
and nothing but the peril in which we 
stand here this day can justify my own 
feelings, to the breach of taste which 1 
commit by a reference to the testimony 
1)ome by the two Noble and Learneil 
Lords, Liord Eldon, who was the prosecu¬ 
tor, and Lord Erskine, who defended us, 
to our reputation at that time. Gentle¬ 
men, I will not trust my memory with the 
words, but will presume to read them from 
the authentic document taken in short 
hand at the time, and which was published 
inihe form in which 1 nowjiola it in my 
hand. * 

tLiord Ellenbokough here begged Mr. 
Perry to stop; and, in a short address to 
tile Jury, he said that he bad his doubts 
whether, in a criminal prosecution <if this 
feiud, A Defendant could refer to the doeu- 
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mente and evidences of the former part 
of his life, as probfs by which his mind 
and intention in any subsequent act could 
be deduced. He knew that in cases of 
libel, as well indeed as in other cases 
even more serious, this sort of reference 
to anterior testimony had been claimed 
and allowed; but he' chnfessed he had 
his doubts as to tLe propriety of such al¬ 
lowance. On the trial of Mr. Horne 
Tooke, for instance, on a charge of treason, 
he had claimed this right, and it had been 
granted by the Judges who tried that in¬ 
dictment ; but he was not prepared to say 
tiiat he was qf the same mind; though, of 
course, it was not necessar;^ for him to say 
more than that if ever the case should come 
before him, it would become seriously his 
duty to consider whether such proof could 
be admitted. In the present case, Mr. 
Perry proposed only, he supposed, to read 
a passage or (wo from the report ot the trial, 
ir he meant to put it in as evidence, he 
tiiought it could not be admitted; but it 
w'as competent to Mr. Perry to allude to 
tlie declarations of those Noble and Learn¬ 
ed Lords, and he would of course have 
ail the benefit of the allusion.] 

, Mr. Perky thanked his Lordship.— 
Gentlemen, I meant only fo state to yoik. 
in their own words, what I shall now only 
mention to you in substance. Lord Eldon 
said, that considering every individual as 
under his peculiar protection, he felt it to 
be his duty to acknowledge, that in no 
qpe instance before that time had we been 
brought to the bar of any Court to an¬ 
swer for any offence, either against Go¬ 
vernment or a private individual. And 
from all he had ever heard of the De¬ 
fendants, he believed us to be men in¬ 
capable of wdlfully publishing any slan¬ 
der on individuals, or of prostituting our 
paper to defamation or indecency. This 
was the declaration of Lord Eldon, the 
prosecutor. Gentlemen,* on that day we 
had* the great and distinguished advan¬ 
tage of being defended by that noble and 
illustrious Lawyer, who upon every oc¬ 
casion identified himself with his Client; 
who became as it were the brother of his 
bipod, nay, the protecting parent to a 
child in danger, whose exertions in its 
rescue neither sword, nor fire, nor the 
waters could repeL The warmth and vi¬ 
gour, and integrity of whose soul struck to 
the hearts of Jurors the conviction by 
which he was himself so visibly pene* 
trated, and in whom the eloquence of the 
advocate was rendered irresistible^by the 
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fervor of t)^e friend. That Noble Lord 
spoke of us upon lha( occasion, in terms, 
which it is impossible for me to repeat, but 
which have planted indelible gratitude in 
nur hearts. 

What we were then we are now. We 
never stood upon the floor of this or any 
other Court oi Justice to receive its judg¬ 
ment, either for a public libel or a private 
cainmny. 

For myself 1 can say, that the iniprcs- 
mons first made on my mind when a youth, 
and when 1 first entered the gallery of 
the House of Commons, by that great 
Orator qf Reason (Mr. Fox) fixed my prin¬ 
ciples, and have given consistency lo my 
lim. 1 have never been treacherous to my 
first proiessions, nor indolent in carrying 
them into practice. I have never been 
violent in my language, but I am sure it 
will not be said of me that I have ever been 
equivocal. I never became the advocate 
of any cause but that whicit 1 thought 
honest, and never embarked in any cause 
for money. 1 have been ever fottiid steady 
to the maintenance of freedom, to the 
cultivation of the human mind, to the 
preservation of morals, and to the true in- 
terestS'of my King and Country. Having 
spoused the dpctrincs, upon con vice iou, 
of that party, the ancestors of whom 
placed the illustrious family of Brunswick 
upon the Throne of these Kingdoms, 1 
have acted upon their maxims, without 
having any other interest in their .success 
than that which must spring to me in cott^- 
mon with that of my fellow citizens, by 
perpetuating the blessings we enjoy. And 
by acting in the middle path, which the 
Whigs of England have ever pursued, it 
has been my lot to be equally assailed and 
vilified by the extremes of both sides. 

For iby faithful friend, Mr. Lambert, 1 
can with equal sincerity say, that in his 
more sedentBiw department of my con¬ 
cern he is equaliy* alwve reproacli. 1 defy 
all mankind to say of him that he could 
aver be diverted or seduced from the 
^thful discharge of his duty to the public 
4 ilfl to me, or that any temptation could 
fF/er make himwilfuHy to insert an article 
m 'nejdomin^ Chronicle that ought to be 
Vb^ out, or omit an article that ought to fie 
naade Iwown. 

GeitUemen of the Jury, I have done. I 
have only to thank the Noble Lord on the 
l^nch and vourselves for the kind indul¬ 
gence whicn you have ,shewn to me in a 
situatkm so new, an44o which I am so un¬ 
equal. I will ^d bui^ one mota. 


The obloquy to whiefar the bumble but not 
unuseful profession of a journalist has been 
of late so unadvisedly subjected, was a 
powerful inducement to my mind to ap¬ 
pear before you in person <his day; that 
I might bear my testimony, if it can be of 
any weight, to the injustice of the censure, 
ludiscrimiiialc censure must always be un¬ 
just—it is unworthy of enlightened men 
to throw (Tjt, and in this instance it would 
be very unwise in Englishmen to cherish. 
I am sure that its influence will not pene¬ 
trate these walls this day. 1 feel cun- 
scious that the imputation does not attach 
to my faithful friend nor to me; and I am 
sure that both the Learned Lord and your¬ 
selves are too noble ^nd too upright in 
your minds to suffer it to approach you. 

Gentlemen, the cause of the Liberty 
of the Press in England, under the direc¬ 
tion of the Noble and Learned Judge, is 
in your hands this day. The Morning 
Chronicle stAudi now, as U did in in 
the front of the battle, not only for itself 
but for the liberty of the press of England. 
The point at issue is—whether it sliall con¬ 
tinue to assert the principles upon which 
the Wliigs have ever acted ; atnl by which 
their only object is to perpetuate to his 
Majesty and his heirs, the Throne to which 
tlicy persuaded the people of En^lgnd to 
call his ancestors, by securing it upon 
that basis, which forms not only its 
strength, but its lustre, and which I find 
truly described in a recent column of my 
own paper. “ Nothing on earth ever 
" equalled the magnificent and richly- 
" ornamented power and greatne^ of the 
" kingly office in the Constitution of Eng- 
" land, when exerted in due harmony with 

the influence and authority of the two 
" Houses of Parliament in unison with the 
" public voice. The boasted unity and 
" vigour of despotism is impotence com- 
" pared with the concentrated energy of 
" such a Government.”—May it be per¬ 
petual ! 

The Attorney General, in reply, said, 
the Gentleman' who had now smdreased 
the Jury in his own defence, had stated, 
that many years ago,iFhei} a Noble Friend 
of his filled with so much credit the situa¬ 
tion it was now his honour to hold, ^at 
Noble Lord had passed an eulogy on th^, 
Defendant, and his paper, lie had 
knowledge of what passed on that occasion, 
but he gave the Defendant full credit 
the cm^r^ctness of what he bad stated. 
The pefendant seemed, from his gesture^ 
to be sensible of f>he ackaowled^|i$ht h# 
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had made him, bat he assured him that case, but which the Court mi^t not feel 
was very far short of the credit in other itself called onto check. Interraptiqns of 
respects, which he would willingly give the kind tended to derange the ideas of the 
to the Defendant In whatever situation speaker, and this must be still more applU 
be should stand placed, beshould be happy cable to a person not accustomed to address 
to give to every one that credit which was a Jury. 

due to them ; and however much it might The ATToaNET-GEMEnAL said, if his 
surpass the expectations of the Defendant, Lordship had only heard him two sentences 
he should not find him (the Attorney, farther, be would not have interrupted 
General) less desirous of doing him justice him. He never meant that it was the duty 
than the Noble Lord bad done. Persons of his Lordship to have interrupted the 
who defended themselves were often Defendant. All he meant to sty was; 
brought into circumstances of great peril; that the llefendant possessed advantages 
but that was not th$ case in the present from the circumstance of pleading his 
instance. The Defendant had lamented own cause; tl>ift he had taken a degree of 
the absence of a Learned Lord, a friend of licence not justifiable ; and that, because 
theirs, of whose assistance he had formerly he was, as to them, a layman, if he might 
availed himself in that Court. He should be allowed the expression,'he (the Attor« 
illsii mill the removal of that Learned ney-General) had not interposed. He saw 
Lord, nad he not been called to fill a what it would lead to—that he must hear 
higher station. With the eulogium pass- the abuse the Defendant bestowed with so 
ed on that Learned Person by the Defend ■ great liberty ; but that it would be un* 
ant, he (the Attorney General), and alt worthy in him to enter into the contest, 
who had witnessed his conduct in that It might have been the duty of the Attor- 
Court must agree. But the Defendant ney-General to defend those personswhom 
certainly had not sufibred by the absence the Defendant bad so liberally attacked ; 
of that Learned Lord, or of any advocate but considering the situation in which 
whatever. He had done himself ample the Defendant stood,^ he (the Attorney- 
justice, and had proved himself fully equal General) determined not to go out of his 
to the task he had assumed. Though a way ; and as the DefendantAvas not accus- 
Defend^ant who pleaded his own cause wa« tomed to proceedings of this kind,to allow 
subject to inconveniences, there were also him to go as far as he chose. He thought 
advantages which arose from the same th« Defendant at one time was feeling his 
circumstance, and there were irregularities way, to ascertain how far he might pro* 
which might be conimitted by fiersoiw in ceed. He was stating what had appeared 
that situation,which it would nut be worthy * another paper of which he (ttic Attor- 
in counsel who opposed them to endea- ney-General) knew nothing. In doing so 
vour to correct. The Defendant bad the Defendant threw outa doubt if he was 
admitted tl,:A he (the Attorney-General) not exceeding the line of propriety. Hs 
had conceded to him as much of the Liberty found that he was, but not till he bad named 
of the Press as he wished to contend for. the paper, having previously spoken of it 
He surely did concede to the Defendant in terms of more than reprobation, and 
the full and free discussion of public niea- scandalous as to the author of the article 
sures. But, he thought, that when the to which he alluded. In the most adroit 
Defendant had indulged in such liberal and skilful manner the Deiendant did refer, 
abuse of all those whoiilled high situations wishing ta know if he ivas going too far. 
in the State, be bad exceeded the bounds Thd Attorney General did think that in 
which would have been allowed to a naming the paper, llie Defendant did go 
Counsel. farther than any advocate would have been 

Loan Ellenbobocch could not say that permitted, and he did accordingly suggest 
the Defendant had been indulged in any that there were limits to the licence he 
observations which would nut have been wps taking. The Deiendant, however, had 
permitted to an Advocate—If the Attor- gainedhis point; and be had shewn greater 
ney-General bad called the aitention of the skill in managing it than any man he bad 
Court to any thing irrelevant which tlie 'ever met with. The mode in wbieh the 
Defiondant was advancing, a check would Deiendant had intaodoced himself to the 
haveiieen putto it. Bui in Ute lieat of Jury was well calculated to interest them 
tfgument, in sm^ cases as tiie present, in his favour. A well-aflected simpheity, 
matter - might have ,fetlen even f|^m a 'want of knowledge *in dw fowm o£ pro- 
Counsai* not strictly s^plkabk: to llte ceeding, inahihtjs to do justict^ to his 



4T1] . P01JTICALREGISTER.~l4i«T<jf<//AePwML [47« 


defence, joined to colourable reasons for 
not placing it in the hands of others, 
were well ^ected by the tl^fendant* for 
this purpose ; and having in this manner 
interested the .Jury in bis favour, he had 
been seen to bring to bis aid talents which 
did not fall to the common lot of man. 
These were the advantages which the 
Defendant had gained by himself pleading 
his cause to day (and more consummate 
address he never witnessed) but, yet, they 
would not avail him. As far at^ the senti¬ 
ments of the Defendant in his speech this 
day, or as they appeared in other parts of 
his paper, could go to an alleviation of his 
o^nce in publishing the libel in question, 
so far let his guilt be alleviated. He was 
happy to find that the same man in the 
year 1810, was not so unlike the person 
Lord Eldon bad feund him to be in the 
year 179^, as from the paragraph in ques¬ 
tion he must have conceived him to be. 
The Defendant wished that the Jury could 
look into his mind, and see what passed 
there. If ihe Court who were to pass sen¬ 
tence on the Defendants could do so, ii 
would be fit that they should lie governed 
by what they saw^ parsing there : Hut 
what the Jury were here to try was, if a 
paragraph, stating that certain blessings 
were to be attained by the people of this 
country, but that the perio lof their attain¬ 
ment was not within the life of the reign¬ 
ing Sovereign, but on the accession of his 
Successor, and consequently that the pe¬ 
riod of the reign of the present Sove¬ 
reign must be interposed before they 
could be attained, was or was not a libel. 
If such was the meaning of the paragraph, 
was there anv man so besotted as to deny 
that the tendency of it could only be to 
alienate the.ailections of the people from 
the reigning Sovereign, and to teach them 
to look forward to the sera of his dissolu¬ 
tion as the period at which those blessings 
were to be enjoyed. This, he must con¬ 
tend, was the fair inference to be drawn 
from the publication in question, notwith¬ 
standing the eloquence which had been 
diwlay ed by the Defendant in giving it a 
dinerent interpretation. Though he had 
attended, to the utmost of his power, to 
the address the Defendant had made, he 
could not comprehend any part of it as 
going 4o the real question What was the * 
meaning which the ])aragraph carried 
along with it in sound sense and reason i 
Ke h ad been short in his opening of the 
case, because he felt It to be so plain that 
he was afraid reaioiiiog*oa it might bring 


on obscurity, which simply reading of it 
could not do. How, then, was it to be 
defended? Not by itself, fer that was 
desperate. It was impossible to read it, 
and not to say that it bore that a change 
of circumstances would bring blessings, 
but that the aera for their attainment was 
the accession of another Sovereign, and 
that he would be nobly popular in the 
country.** Could any man say, that the 
paragraph would bear any other inter¬ 
pretation ? The lime at which these bles¬ 
sings were to be expected, was the com¬ 
mencement of the reign of the next Sove¬ 
reign ; the public were to look forward to 
that period, without hope or expectation 
of any of the promised blessings visiting 
them during the reign of his present Ma¬ 
jesty. Then, how was this j 7 aragr;>j*I/ to 
he explained away by any other parts of 
the same paper? It was said by the De¬ 
fendant, that the paragraph in question 
was not in the large typ*', and that this 
which w'as displayed conspicuously, was 
all which the publishers of such papers 
held ont as ihcir own. This was the first 
time the iVttoriicy General had ever heard 
of such a doctrine, and his Lordship would 
tell the Jury, that it w'us impossible such a 
defence could be admitted. The Defen¬ 
dant had also said, that there were other 
pa.ssages in the same paper which proved , 
that he did not hold the sentiments here 
itbputcd to him. To take up that matter 
drily, could it be said that a man was en- ' 
titled to put a paragraph of the tendency 
he Had described, into an insulated part of 
his paper, and then to argue—It is true, 
you here find this paragraph* but if you' 
look three columns back you will find one 
of a difierent tendency, and the one will 
correct the other. No such argument could 
be sufficient to avail any man. But it 
was said, the paragraph did not go so far, 
and that what be bad stated was not the 
meaning of it. He< could only take the 
paragraph by itself, and to his mind it bad 
only this one meaning, that the blessinga 
he figured were only to be attained in'the 
reign of his Majesty’s Successor. When 
this idea was in the mind of the writer of 
the article—n^en the person of the King 
most have been before him, how came be 
not to state, > that his present Majesty^ 
might have an Opportunity of becoming 
nobly popular by a total change of system,^ 
but to reserve that claim to popularity for 
his Successor ? To proclmm to his readers, 
that bis present Majesty will not entitle 
himself to claim «i aUacnmcDt on the pari 
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of his subjects, but that it is the Successor 
of his Majesty only who will do it ? It was 
ipipossible.'he contended, for any man to 
wrest the paragraph to any other signifi¬ 
cation. But what was it which the Defen¬ 
dant relied on to shew, not only that he had 
not, but that he could not hare any such 
sentiments in his contemplation ? Not the 
\ sentiments of the Editor himself, but what 
he related of another as being his senti¬ 
ments. "You must not,” says he, “im¬ 
pute disloyalty to me, because in another 
part of the paper I truly impute loyalty to 
Lord Qrenrille, and state the expressions 
of loyalty used by h*m.” It did not ap¬ 
pear to him, that there, was any thing like 
rational argument in jhis. But the Deien- 
dant said, there was still another part of 
which proved the loyalty of the 
Detenn'Stit, aifd this was a paragraph in 
commendation of the Prince of Wales, and 
of his veneration fur the virtues of his 
father. It was iyipossible, either for the 
Defendant, or for the Learned Lord who 
had formerly been his Counsel, to hold the 
character of his Royal Highness in higher 
respect than he (the Attorney General) 
did; but he was at a loss to see what con¬ 
nection there was between this paragraph 
in commendation of his Royal Highness, 
and this^ tail-piece, as the Defendant de¬ 
scribed it, tacked nut* to it but to another 
-article^ The sentiments ascribed by the 
Defendant to the Prince of Wales were, 
roost truly so ascribed with the view of 
magnifying his character ; but what argu¬ 
ment could be built on this to shew the 
Jury that they were not from the other 
^paragraph, to.collect, that the accession 
of his Majesty’s Successor to the throne 
was not t^ mra at which the blessings 
alluded to were to be attained ? So far the 
reverse of this it furnished an additional 
argument^for the interpretation he (the 
Attorney General) contended the para¬ 
graph could alone rei^eive. He should 
not have thought the two paragraphs at 
all connected together; but supposing 
them to have followed each other, or to 
have formed part of the same article, what 
would they together [lave amounted to } 
A commendation of the Prince of Wales 
a declaration that a total change of 
system would produce an infinity of bless¬ 
ings—followed by an observatTon that the 
Successor to his present Majesty w'ould 
hhaye the finest opportunity of becoming 
nobly popular. In other words, “ Nothing 
> but change of system can produce the 
blessings alluded to, and his Majesty’s 


‘Jjbertjf qf the Preu. [474 

Succes8or--that Prince I have brfore cohh 
mended, will have an opportunity of be-' 
coming nobly popular, by acting directly 
contrary to that system his father is now 
pursuing.” Could any man give a diiler- 
ent interpretation to the whole, supposing 
the paragraphs to stami together? The 
Defendant said this was Kke a postscript 
or corollary to the article in the former 
part ef the paper. He (the Attorney Gene¬ 
ral) said, if they were connected his argu¬ 
ment would gain additional strength from • 
the circumstance. But, if connected, how 
happened it that they were so disjoined ? 
The Defendant said, the article charged as 
a Libel was to be taken as a part of the 
former long article. What part? The ar¬ 
ticle immediately preceding it, begaiH 
" Three sail of the homeward-bound Ja¬ 
maica fleet,” &c. Then, if this argument 
of the Defendant was correct, it followed, 
that there was not a paragraph which 
could possibly find its way into a news¬ 
paper, however poisonous it might be in 
itself, whichr, when coupled with another 
paragraph in some other part of the same 
paper, might not become perfectly inno¬ 
cent. For a person of so acute an under¬ 
standing as the Defendant possessed to 
holtl out such an argumentjo the Jury, 
was to deceive them. It was unworthy 
the understanding which he had so ably, 
andi^though he disclaimed it, so elo(]uuntiy 
exhibited to-day, to contend that the arti¬ 
cles had any connection. If ihey had,, 
however, it only made the matter worse. 
He should do the Defendant the justice to 
say, that he did not believe the Defendant 
intended they should. If be had first 
perused the one, and then adopted the 
other as having reference to it, hU inten¬ 
tion would be the more strongly manifest¬ 
ed ; and therefore, if the paragraphs'wero. 
to be connected together, the observations 
that he had before made would be greatly 
enhanced.—Jf there was tiothing in this 
paper) which he was certain there was 
not, that could give a different sense to 
the paragraph complained of, it must be 
judged of, as it stootl, by itself. The. 
eflect of it no man who read it could doubt. 
He had no doubt his Lordship w'ould ttJl 
them that the paragraph could have no 
meaning but that which he had assigned 
to it; of course, it would be their duty to 
convict the Defendants. 

Lord £tLENuoBou«;H then addres-sed the 
Jury. The Defendants were charged by 
the present iiiformatiowwith publishing a 
libel, of an unlawful,^>vickeU and ma^ciuus 
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imtiire, toiie«niiAg the King and the adtni- 
niatratiofi of the «d&in of the country, 
a)>fr)yi«kg peftonaliy to his Majesty. The 
patecraph eras short, and the Jury would 
therray be itjie better able to attend to the 
Words of it. They were these: " What a 
*' crowd of blessings rush upon one’s mind, 
that might be'bestowed upon the coun- 
try in the event of a total change of sys- 
“ tem! Of all Monarchs, indeed, since the 
*' Kevoiution, the successor of George the 
•“ Third will have the finest op|:mrtunity of 
« being nobly popular.” The jury would 
apply their minds to the consideration of 
these words, and see wlratjier they sup¬ 
ported the charge. The Defendant had 
given his interpretation to the paragraph, 
and to shew that he was innocent made 
reference to tbe context in the paper of 
the same day, from which it would appear 
that he meant not to disparage the Sove¬ 
reign, or to arraign the wisdom of his 
conduct. This paragraph, he contended, 
was to be viewed as part of the same 
mticle to which the attention of the Jury 
tras now called, and to be taken as if »it 
had been incorporated in it. The part of 
this article brst pointed out by the Defen¬ 
dant referred to a political event which 
they all knew^ namely, the cmnmunication 
between Lord Grenville and Mr. Perceval, 
relative te the formation of a new Govern¬ 
ment, and another part of it referred to 
the line of conduct observed by the Prince 
of Wales on that occasion. His Lordship 
proceeded to read the particular passages 
alluded to, and observed, that if the para¬ 
graph charged on as being a libel had 
stood immediatdy under, or if it had been 
a condnaation of the article in question, it 
most have had a considerable effect on 
the opttnen of the Jury, and even as it did 
atand, it Was for them to determine if the 
paragraph charged as a libel could be 
sappoMo to have any reference to the 
aentiments of the writer or publisher, as 
ewpressed m the longer article. ' The 
Jury would, therefore, have to consider, 
fiftt, if they could take the paragraph in 
doeation as having reference to the more 
tfClBtled article; and, if there was any 
(feMw improvident in the paragraph sa^ to 
bda nbei, what qualification it was entitled 
In reecite fbom connecting it with the 
ddtir ‘artide. Ibe other, and the most 
important for their consideratton, was. 
What waa tM Air, candid and honest inier- 
pfetarion wlricfa they foand themselves 
aalled on to gh'o 9o m paragraph itself. 
The artseW WitH M was fought to 


connect the paragraph called in quesfimi, 
did not by any means shew that it was the 
wish of the writer of H to disparage his 
Majesty. It acknowledged, what we all 
knew, the virtues of his Majesty, and 
breathed throughout smitiments of loyalty. 

It was to be observed, however, that the 
paragraph forming the subject of the 
present prosecution, and which it was 
sought to connect with this article as a 
corollary, was removed to the distance' 
of two columns from it. If the two 
had stood together, the one immediately 
following tiie other, ^the one must have 
been taken, in fairness, to throw light upon 
the other. But standing so far removed 
as they did, he was net so much convinced 
that they could be regarded as having any 
reference to, or connection wit^^^f»h 
other. The otlier question, tnerefdre, was. 
What was the fair meaning of the para¬ 
graph, standing uncopnectet) with any 
other article; and was iuper se libellous ? ^ 
It stated that blessings might result from a 
change of system ; but that might fairly 
mean from a change of political system. 
By the word " total,” it was obvious that 
the paragraph did not mean a subveraon 
—a demolition of the Government, because 
in the very next line it talks of our Mo¬ 
narchs, and contemplates a recession of 
them. Now, that to say, that there weald 
be blessings likely to result from a chane^’ 
of system, was a sentiment thft mignt 
not be safely expressed, was a length that 
he did not feel himself prepared to go. A 
change of system might become necessary 
in consequence of error: error might be 
fairly imputed to any onei There was ^ 
only one Being to Avhom error was not 
imputable. His Majesty, who we all knew 
cordially wished the w'elfare of his subjects, 
might even from his excess of love for 
them, be led to take an erroneous view of 
the interests of his country. He was not 
prepared, therefore, to go the length of 
saying, that to state so, amounted to a 
disparagement of his Majesty. If such 
charge could be shewn to have been made 
with a malicious view, it would be highly 
libellous; or if corsuption, wilful fault, or 
any perverse evil motive were assigned, it 
would be clearly criminal; but there ¥ri».i 
no proof of any malice in the present caM« 
The paragraph- went on to state, not poai> 
tively that the Successor to his presdftt 
Majesty would -be nobly popular, hat 
that he would have an opportunity^ ef 
beqpming so. What was the fiur import 
of the paragraph^ taken all tegetbev, ao- 
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ovdtng to thfe fair sense and meaning of 
the words, neither givinfT them a mere 
comment, nor a harsher interpretation 
than they seemed to require, it was for 
the Jury to say—that duty properly be¬ 
longed to them. Where two meanings 
might be affixed, it had been the -practice 
in criminal cases, and particularly in libel, 
to take the more lenient; but now it was 
thought right to look only for* the real 
meaning, whether the more lenient, or 
net. His Lordship did not see any thing 
in this paragraph to induce him to go the 
length of saying, thqt it must be malicious-. 
During part of any reign, and for a length 
•f time, there might have been an er¬ 
roneous view of matters; and, to impute 
nothing but honest error, unconnected with 
ASiffig, he was not prepared to say, was 
libeling. Hh should esteem himself act¬ 
ing too rashly to lay down such a doctrine. 
If the Jury had nq doubt, from a fair con¬ 
struction of thoiparagraph, that the words 
used were meant to calumniate his Ma¬ 
jesty, they would say so. But, if they 
thought themselves warranted in giving it 
a different interpretation, and were satis¬ 
fied that it was not published with any 
such intention, they would find the Defen¬ 
dants Not Guilty. They were not to go to 
any djftant circumstances on which tob 
form their opinion, l>ut to the fair and ob- 
^vious meaning of the paragraph as it went 
home to their minds. If, on considering 
it well, they thought it calumnious, they 
would say so. It' they did not find it 
necessary to do so, and could reconcile it 
to their idea of eiror only being imputed, 
which, it was possible, might prevail in 
the very best and most enlightened of 
princes, they would find the Defendant’s 
Not Guilty. Ills Lordship alluded to a 
measure of Oliver Cromwell’s, by which 
from a policy thought wise at the time, 
but since found to be erroneous, the ba¬ 
lance of power was tlvown into the hands 
of France against Spain, an error which 
had been the foundation of the evils 
we had since'experienced. There Were 
many instances, where Monarchs the most 
splendid, and who had contributed greatly 
to promote the blessings of frheir subjects, 
hail also from an erroneous view of a parti¬ 
cular subject given elEiCt to q, system very 
di&rent from what they hSd contemplated. 
He coitcladed by desiring 'the Jury to ap¬ 
ply tl^eir minds fairly to the consideration 
,, oi^the psh-agraph, which was the subject of 
i the prosecution, and according to Jbeir 
I interpretation of its fair import, to pro- 
' uounce their verdict. 


The Jury, after conmiltillg fet tbodt 
^^i^^‘^;^roaounced their verdiet— 

THE KING V . HUNTS. 

A similar Information had been filed, 
and stood for trial against the proprietors 
of Exanuner for the insertion of the 
same paragraph. On it8*being called on. 
The Attobney Geneesl, addressing 
Lord Eltenborongh, said—My Irfird, 1 
withdraw it.” 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
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America. * 

Message from the President qf the United 
States, transmitting ExtrtKls from the 
Correspondence of Mr. Pinkney. 

To the House of Representatives of the 
United Stales.—Agreeably to the request 
expressed in the Resolution of the 13th 
instant, I lay before the House Extracts 
from the Correspondence of the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
London. 

Dec. 113, 1809. James Madison. 

Brief AccoiuU qf an unofficial Conversation 
between Mr. Canning and Mr. Pinkney, 
on the 18l/i of Jamuiry, 1809, continued 
on tlte '1,2nd qf the same month. (Trasu- 
'milted by Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary qf 
State.) 

•I dined at Mr. Canning’s with the corps 
diplomatique on the 18th January. Before 
dinner he came up to me, and entering 
into conversation, adverted to a repori 
which he said had reached him, that the 
American Ministers (here and in France) 
were about to be recalled. I replied* that 
I was not aware that such a step had been 
resolved upon. He then took me aside* 
and observed, that according to his view 
of the late proceedings of Congress, the 
Resolutions of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, in committee of the whole, sqipeared 
to be calculated, if passed into a law, to 
remove the impediments to arrangement 
with the United States, on the subjects of 
the Orders in Council and the Chesapeake, 
by taking away the discrimination be¬ 
tween Great Britain and France in the 
exclusion of vessels of war from the Ame¬ 
rican ports. He added, that it was ano¬ 
ther favourable circumstance that the non* 
importation system which seemed to be 
in contemplation, waste be applied equally 
to both parties, instead of afTectvig, e» 



49^9] P0aTiCALRG6^£B.-.Q^c»/|>^j. [480 

hvretofcHrej-Ormt .Bntaui alone.—I pro-1 American laws might denounce ammst 
posed to Mh Canning, that I should call offenders} could not. be imagtneo. be 
on him In the cmirse of a day or two, for doubted and he therefore presumed.tfaat 
the purpose of a free communication, upon the Government of the United States would 
what be had suggested. To this he readily not, after it'had itself declared a com<« 
assented; imjdl it was settled that I should merce with France, Ac. illegal, and its 
see http pn the Sunday following (the 22d) citizens whe should'engage in it, delin* 


attwehre o’clock/at his own house.—In the 
.interytew of the 22d, Mr. Canning’s im- 


|hents, and after having given to Creat 
vitain by compact an interest in the 


pressions appeared to be in all respects the strict obscvrvation'of prohibition, complain 
same with those which be had mentioned if the naval force of this country should 
on the 1 Bth; and I said every thing which assist in preventing such a commerce.— 
I thought consistent with candour and dis- 2d, He asked whether there would be any 
cretion, to confirm him in bis disposition objection to making the repeal of the Bri¬ 
to seek the re-establishment of good un- tUh Orders, and the American Embargo 
derstanding with us, and especially to see coteniporaneoos i He seemed to consider 
in the expected Act of Congress, if it tbis-as indi^nsihle. ^Nothing could be 
sbonid pass, an opening for reconciliation, less admissible, he said, than that Great 
—It was of some importance to turn their Britain, after rescinding her Orders, should^, 
attention here, without loss of time, to the for any time, however short,rbe lefz'SaS^ 
manner of any proceeding that miglit be ject to the Embargo in common with 
in th«r contemplation. It seemed that France, whose Decrees were subsisting, 
the Resolutions of the House of Repre- with a view to an expernflei^t imon France, 
aentatives, if enacted into a law, might or with any other view. The United 


reader it proper, if not indispehsable, that States could not, upon their own princi- 
the afiir of the Chesapeake should be plea, apply the Embargo to this country 
settled at the same time with the business one moment after its Orders were revoked, 
of the Orders and Embargo, and this 1 or decline after the event to apply it ex- 
understood to be Mr. Canning’s opinion clusively to France, and the Powers con- 
and wish. It Allowed that the whole mat- hected with her system, 
ter ought to be settled at Washington, and, ^ I took occasion, towards the close of our 
as Uiis was moreover desirable on various conversation, to mention the ree^t ap- 
other grounds, I suggested that it would pointment of Admiral Berkeley to the Lis- .. 
be welt, in case a special mission did hot bpn station. Mr. Canning said that what- 
meet their approbation, that the necessary ever might be their inclination to consult 

E Owens should be sent to Mr. Erskine.—- the feelings of the American Government 
i the course of thp conversation, Mr. on that subject, it was impossi|;le for the 
Canning proposed ^vcral questions rela- Admiralty to resist the claim of that ot- 
tive io our late pi^osal; the principal ficer to be employed (no other objection 
were the two following : existing against him), after such a lapse 

1. b case they should wish either of time since his return from Halifax, 
through me or through Mr. Erskine, to without bringing him to a Court Martial, 
meet ds upon the basis of our late over- The usage of the navy was In this respect 


tore,> in what way was the efiectual ope- different from that of the army. But I 
hM4Qn of our embargo as to France, &c. understood Mr. Canning to say that he 
ttter it should be tgken off as to Great might still be brought to a Court Martial, 
^tain, to be secured. It was evident, although I did not understand him to say 
be said, that we should do no more than that this would be the case. He said that 
tefuse clearances for the ports of France, Admiral Berkeley, in what be bad done, 
or prohibit under penalties, voyages had acted wholly wilhodt authority. I 
lip 9 U^h ports, the effect which my letter did not propose to enter into any discussion 
of t^ 23rd of August, and my publi'ihed upon.the subject, and therefore contented 
idstouciions, proposed to have in vie'w, myself with speaking of the appointment 
would Qpt be produced ; for that vessels, as unfortunate.—In both of these conven-,. 
althopgh cleared for British ports, might, sationsMr. Oaiuiing’s language and man- 
when once out, go to France instead of ners were in the highest degree concilia*, 
coming here; that this would in fact be tory. 

fo, [whatever the penalties which the ' * 
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“ There is a certain number of persons in the State Prisons, whom it is not convenient, either to bnng 
** to trial, or to *it at liberty. There are several men, eerUunly culpable, but fho cannot be condetbn^ 
” by our Coarto.”——N*roiEON’i’ Decree. , • , , 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

What is Dbspotism ?-In the pre¬ 

sent state of the frorld, when governments 
stand, as it were, at the bar of the peo¬ 
ple; or, if the people are, in certain cases, 
kept down by riolont means, when go¬ 
vernments stand, at least, at tAe bar qf rea- 
^ time, it is worth while to 
in^ire f little into the nature of the.dif- 
ferent sorts of government; and, as being 
that sort, of v^hich very few amongst us, 
here in England, have, as yet, the hardi¬ 
hood openly to avow themselves the advo¬ 
cates ; that sort, which, as yet, we hold 
in abhorrence, let us first inquire what 
Despotism is, and endeavour to come to a 

clear and settled notion respecting it.- 

Mr. Adams, in his Essays on Political, 
Constitutions, has defined this species of 
^ov^nment, an^, in my opinion, uery 
completely defined it. But, let us hear 
D». Johnson, lie says, that Detpottsm 
means “ Absolute Power.” Then, again, 
be says, that Absolute, as applied to {lower, 
means " Not limited.’* Hence it is cle ir,r 
that, wherever there exists a power, not 
limited by any fixed rule, or law, and not 
controulable hy any other power; where- 
ever such a power exists, there must exist 

a despotism-Indeed, what is despoti.sm 

but arbitraty power? Like Peculator and 
Public-Robber, they are different words ; 
but, they mean the same abominable 
tiling.-Da. Johnson says, that Arbi¬ 

trary, means, ••despotic; — tAsolute; — de- 
" pending on no rulei’^apricious i-'-depend- 

*• ing on the will.** -Wherever, then, the 

people or any part of the people; wbere- 
ever any person whatever, is liable to be 
punished, in any. way whatever, at the 
pleasure of the party punishing; where- 
‘•ver the life, liberty, or property, of any 
tami in the community is " dependent on the 
trill" of any body whatever, the govern- 
meiit under which he has the misery to live 
it ade^Ktfirin; or else all the definitions of 

• Da. Johnson are false.-Let us now seek 

for a practical illustration of this theory; 
let us take a look at the hateful monster. 


Despotism, as hje has lately and as he even 
now appears to us in real life. We iteed 
hot go far to come at cesight of him. He 
is. at qo ^eat distance from us. To get a 
view of hi# jealous scowling Visage, so 
strongly descriptive of^at cowardly ty¬ 
ranny, which is bold only because it feels 
that the arms of the mercenaries by whom 
it is surrounded will insure it impunity; 
to get a full view of this detestable object, 
we have nothing to do but to go down to 
Dover, and cast our eyes across the Chan¬ 
nel-But, to proceed to the practical 

illustration, which 1 have now more imme¬ 
diately 111 my eye, or, w|iich, at any rate, 

1 shall select fur this occasion, the reader 
will, probably, remember soniethihg of a 
certain Decree, recently passed, or said 
to have been passed,' by the EmpeROR 
Napoleon. This Deere* I have not seen 
at full length. I shall, fhefefore> take the 
account of it, given in the Morning iihroni- 
4^le nf die 22iid of thi.'t month, ^d which 
account was in the following words; — 
"A decree p:issf-d the bociniiing of this 
•• month. It relates to St.'te Prisoners, 

•• and the preamble says, that there is a 
" certain nuniiier of persons in the State 
“ Prisons, whom it u NOT CONVB- 
» NiENT, cither TO BRINti TO TRIAL, 
«OR TO SET AT'LIBFJftTY —that 
" though they would be condepined by 
“ the Tribunals to capital punishments, 

« SUPERIOR CONSIfVERAXIONS Op- 
« POSE THEIR BEING BROUGHT TO 
•• TRIAL—that seveAl are men accus- 
•' tomed to crimes, btU who CANNOT BE 
“CONDEMNED BY OUR COURTS, 

“ though they have the certainty of their 
•• culpability—that some belong to difle- 
•• rent countries, which have been united 
to France, but that they eannorbe tried, 

“ because their ofiences are either politi- 
“ cal, or anterior to the union of these 

«■ States!!!”-So, then! H-e, hem I 

Mr. Perry puts three marks of admiration* 
at the close of this account; and, he adds,, • 
by way of remark, these words t “ Such 
“ is the horrible tiafnrc of Buonaparte’* 

•• tyranny, and the debased state qfihe people, 

Q 
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** to whom he dares sofearlestfy.to avow it!" 

—>11118 is very good. These ara senti¬ 
ments which do honour to the person ex¬ 
pressing them ; and, in which sentiments I 
cordially join.. What I put men into prison, 
without any trial, and keep them there- 
during his pleasure ? What! imprison, keep 
in prison, punish men, without any trial i. 
What! put men in ‘prison, shut them up 
in a jail, without any forms of law, with¬ 
out any trial, and then say that superior 
conuderations oppose their being brought 
to trial ? What! send men to prison, and 
keep them there, because . . 
because what f because, if hrought to trial, 
they CANNOT BE CONDEMNED BY 
TI1£ COURTS ? Well might the Morning 
Chronicle call Buonapartes government a 
•* horrible tyrwmy :** well might it speak of 
** the debased state qf the people, to whom he 
dares fearlessly to avow it." It is very 
true, that the people,supposingthem not to 
be completely over-awed and kept down by 
mercenary troops, who can have no feeling 
in common with them, and who, in all 
likelihood, are hired and paid forlhe sole 
purpose of keeping the people in a state 
of submission to despotic acts, and are, 
thus, the means of increasing those taxes, 
to enforce the levying' of which is one of 
their principal usea; it is very true, that 
the people, unless'thus kept down ; unless 
thus wisest with the bayonet at the 
breast; unless thus commanded to contri-.' 
bute with a stand and deliver;**' unless 
ahes compelled, by force of arms, to sub¬ 
mit to down-right, notorious, bare«faced 
robbery: it is very true, that the people, 
vnleas thus beaten down and kept down; 
nnless th» held in continual fear of their 
lives, mus^be a very base race, and must 
richly deserve all that they suffer. But, 
if they be^ trammelled in the manner here 
described*; if they be compelled to sup¬ 
port armed mercenaries in the midst of 
tlnm; if they be reduced to a state, in 
which they are obliged to work like gal¬ 
ley-slaves in order to earn the means of 
supporting troops, whose business it is to 
i|ioot at them, if they dare attempt to re¬ 
mit their Robbers; if such be their state, 
what are they to do ? W'hat is it possible 

for th^ato do?-^It must be allowed,. 

however, that things cannot have arrived 
at this pitch, without some fault, or some 
shocking folly, on the part of the people 
of Napoleon’s dominions ; nay, without 
some fmdt. They suffered him to intro¬ 
duce bis Mamelukes and other foreign 
troops, without any retistauce, and even 


without any complaint. They suffered 
him to bring his Polanders and his Italians. 
into France, while he sent the French 
troops gut of France. They suffered him, 
thus, by degrees, to draw the hand-cufll 
and leg-boUs over their limbsand, when 
they had so done, was it any wonder that 
<he fearlessly told them, that he. would 
keep men in prison, as long as he pleased, 
without bringing them to trial, merely be¬ 
cause, (f brought to trial, they could not be 
condemned in his Courts f Impudent as this 
declaration is; revolting as it is to every 
priiiciple of justice; insulting as it is to 
human nature; degrading as it is to thn 
character of any thing in human shape ; 
still, it is no more than what ought to have 
been expected by a people, who had 
quietly, and, indeed, many of them, from 
very bad motiVe«, suffered themselvesjp.— 
be surrounded in their very houses by Ma¬ 
melukes, Polanders. and other Foreign 
Troops, without having whnm at his back 
their ruler w'ould never have dared so to 

insult them.-One of the greatest faults 

of the French, however, is their having, 
for so long'a time, not only suffered to ex¬ 
ist, but given their countenance to the ex¬ 
istence'of, that thing called the Corps Le~ 
gislatif; that sham of a representation of the 
people, formed by sham elections; tha^ 
set .of sham Legislators, wrhose proceed^gs 
consist of sham motions, sham debates, 
and sham votings, and W'hnse sham lawe 
are in reality, already made by Napo¬ 
leon’s Ministers and Orators belWe they 
are introduced into that sham assembly, 
which, for tlie far greater part, manifestly 
consists of a set of venal kiiave.s, or of 
fools, who, to make them knaves', want no¬ 
thing but the requisite wit. Despicable 
as this Assembly is, in its doings aa 
well as in its origin, it has nevertheless, 
served, for a good while, to impose upon ' 
the people. The mass of mankind are 
worked upon by the power of words. 
They are very apt to (.take a thing to be, 
and to let it pass for, what it is called. 
From this cause it is, that we seldom sea 
any body of men backward in bestowing 
fine appellatkiiis upon each other and as¬ 
cribing to each otiier very.6ne qualities; 
and, ffom this cause it is, that the im;)os- 
tors in question speak of themselves, upon 
all occasions, ag if they were, in reality, 
.freely chosen by the people, when they, and 
not only they, but all the world, kriow, 
that they were no more chosen by the 
people, than they were chosen by the 
birds o£ the air. Yet, from a want »f 
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thought; from a want of taking lime to 
reflect; from a want of the habit of acting 
upon reflection, a part of the people do 
really seem to consider them as their re¬ 
presentatives; and the vile prints, such 
as the MonxttuT, &c. obviously in the pay 
of the governnient, have the profligacy 
openly to speak of them as a body, who 
have power freely to deliberate, and 
whose decisions are hot dictated by the 
Ministers of the Emperor, when it must 
be well known to every one of the Edi¬ 
tors of the said prints, that those ministers 
h%ve always a majority, and that the 
voting on opposite sides is a mere con¬ 
trivance for the purpose of deceiving the 

nation.-The conduct of the Corps Le- 

gislatif is by no* means wonderful; be¬ 
cause, we see that the whole Corps, and 
t1ia^eacl» individual member of it, have 
a clear interest in what they do. But, 
one cannot h.elp being astonished at the 
conduct of the*peopIe; or, at least, at the 
coniluct of that part of them, who seem 
to wish to uphold the imposture. These 
are, indeed, but few in number, when 
compared to the whole nation ; but, it is 
deeply disgraceful, that these few should 
be found. Is it not perfectly shocking, 
for instance, to hear people speaking of' 
the Annual Expose, (read. I believcj to 
fhet^orps at the'opening of its sittings.) 
as of a document containing important 
truths; when it must be manifest to the 
nation and to all Europe, that it is a string 
of equivocations and falshoods, puttoge-^ 
ther for. the express purpose of bewilder¬ 
ing common sense, and of confusing and 
coiifoundipg facts and circumstances : in 
short, a thing contrived fur purpos(!s of 
fraud, and of tyranny through the means 
offiaud. Then, as to all the Reports of 
the Ministre des Finances, as they call one 
of their head Public Robbers, they are 
just so many pieces of paper, lines of 
words, and rows of figures, made for the 
express, and the almost notorious, pur- 
oscrtof blinding the people. They are, 
verily believe, no more accounts of 
money achially received and issued, than 
they are accounts^ of what is passing in 
the muon. That part wliich is given to 
multitudes of spies and informers and that 
is divided amongst the several persons in 
power, and their mistiiessT>s, wives, chil¬ 
dren, and reiaiions, is put down, I have no 
doubt, to the account of the Army or the 
•MaVine, or to some other score of public 
expenditure, which the poor cajolea peo¬ 
ple are made to regard as being necessary 
tp tlreir safety. And, as to there being 
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swarms of people emplo]^ to cheek the 
expenditure, all that needs to be said is* 
that these checking-'tnen are, ill all pro- 
babiIity,-appointea by, and removeabla 
at the pleasure of, those very persons# 
whose accounts they are appoipted, to 

check-After a description like this, 

one can hardly believe one’s senses, 
when one sees a people, foimerly re¬ 
nowned for their spirit, quietly, and even 
silently, submit to such a government, 
having, apparently, in the present prac¬ 
tice oF it, no one good, abd so many 
evils. But, the greatest evil of all still is, 
in my opinion, the power, exercised by 
Napoleont or by some* other part of the 
government (it is no matter which,) of 
sending men to prison, and keeping them 
there ror an indejinite term,' without any 
trial, as is, in the article above quoted 
from the Morning Chronicle, explicitly 
declared to be the practice now in the 
dominions of Napoh'on ; and as will be, 
doubtless, the practice in all the coun¬ 
tries, of which he may becomp master. 
-Need I, therefore, call upon English¬ 
men to defend #Ae«r country against him? 
•* Last shilling!” Aye, the last quid of 
tobacco; the lasf pinch of snuft’; the 
last dish-clout as well a^thc fast shirt," 
one ought to sacrifice, rather than submit, 
or run the risk of submitting to such a 
^villainous despotism. Napoleon con¬ 
trives, I dare say, to persuade the wretch¬ 
ed slaves, who submit to his sway, that 
such submission is necessary, in order to 
their security against his external enemiest 
or against the return qf anarchy and of re- 
volutionary times. But, if the people had 
common sense and common spirit, would 
they not ask him how it was possible for 
any change to make their lot wor^ ? 
Would they not ask him to point out that 
species of sway which was more odiously 
unjust than that which exposed them, and 
each of them, td the chance of being, at 
any time, put into prison, by his arbitrary 
will, and kept there fora term indefinite, 
because, if brought to trial, they could not 
be condemned by his Courts f In answer to 
all his cries of Wolf! wolf! in answer to 
all the sham alarms of his priests about 
‘anarchy and blood-shed, would not the 
people, if they itad common sense and 
common spirit,'ask him whether it would 
not be better to be killed, to be hacked to 
pieces, in an endeavour to recover their 
liberties, than to drawl out life for a few 
years longer undersuch a load of misery 
and of infamv'• 

Q 9 ■ 
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, OvR Statt. - We ate a gre^t nation 

in all things, but, in nothing 1 think 

80 great as in our milttray staff. -The 

stock of Generals that have is truly 
astonishing. We have, I believe, up¬ 
wards of a huntlred and ten of them, na- 
tives,npt to mention those whohave kindly 
come from abroad to our assistance. And 
yet Bni^naparte pretends, tba|. we are not 
a milutay nation / Why, we have, I verily 
believe,' 'more Generals, of one sort and 
the other thah he has, with ail his boasting; 
and,' what is more, our generals can all 
Vfrite too. Heavens! bow they write! 
The account of the wars in Guadeloupe 
alonehlled, in' close print, mdre than a 
whole daily news-paper of twenty co¬ 
lumns. We bad, it appears no less than 
tm gcRcralit, engaged in those %vars, though 
the whole number of the enemy appears 
to have been but about fffiem or sixteen hun¬ 
dred men, and how many of these w^-e 
Frenchmen, or even while-men, is not, as I 
can see, any where stated by any one of 
our generals, in any part oftue saidtwenty 
columns of writing. Ten funerals to make 
war upon less than two thousand men. 
Blacks and Whites!- After this speci¬ 

men of our abundant supply of generals, 
Ihe public need not be very much surpri¬ 
sed at the amount'^of the expences of the 
Staff, as it is called.—~0n tiie23d instant 
a yory pretty, and very valuable discussion 
took place in the Honounble House upon 
the aulnect of this our glorious Stafi*, of 
which Lord Palmerstone, who u, 1 be¬ 
lieve, a Secretaiy of War, gave, as. the 
' report says, the following account.—^— 
<' Lord Palraerstoqe adverted to the re- 
*',turns'on the table, of the Stafi'in tbe se- 
" veral districts, and stated the reduction 
the General Officen on the Staff to be 
" follows: In the Eastern district it was 
. “proposed todiscontmueone laentenant 
“ G^ral, leaving^ight Generis com- 
“ UMUioing twenty tlipusand meu. In the 
“ Soptb-west district it was proposed to 
•* discontinue one Lieutenant General and 
appoint a Major General in his room, 
** one General would there command 
«'4,000. men. III. the Severn district it 
" was'prcmoscd to discontinue one Ueutc- 
nant General—f Hear / hear! hear!) 
“ and the command would consequently 
devolve on a Major General. |a thie 
“ Home district it was proposed to dis^ 
“ continue onp Major General, there would 
“ remain five Generals to Command 10.000 
men. In North Brita^ it was proposed 
“ te discontinue one Lieutenant-General, 


“ and one Major General, seven Generals 
“ would then remain in the command of 
“11,000 men. The difference of ex- 
“ pence which this reduction of the StafiT 
“ would occasion was 3,1711. as the 
“ saving could take place only from the 
" 25tb of March ; but next year it would 
be 17,0001.—His Lordship next ad- 
verted to a paper on the table, shewing 
comparatively the primortion between 
‘‘ the troops Und the Stafi' at three distinct 
** periods, viz. in 1805, when the Staff was 
" very large, in ISOG, when it had been 
'< reduced by the last administration, and 
“in February 1810, before the present 
“ reduction had taken place. By this 
“ comparative statement, it appeared that 
“ the Staff in February lasf (before the pre- 
“ sent reduction,} was on a lower scale in 
“ proportiort to the troops in the, coimtiyif'' 
“ than even in 1806.—In ^ 806 there was 
“one General Officer to 1,971 men; in 
“ February, 1810, there was one General 
“ Officer to 1,990 men. From the 64 
Generals on the Stall' in February, 1810, 

“ if the six now proposed tq be disconii- 
“ nued were deducted, there would re- 
“ main 58, or one General Officer to 2,190 
** men; a proportion which, under all the 
f‘ circumstances of the countn', copid not 
“ }>e considered too great. He concluded 
“ by moving a resolution, That a sum hot 
“exceeding 457,724/. be granted to his 
“ majesty, for Geberal and Staff Offi- 

“ cers, &c. *’- Fifty eight Generals to 

command in this island'- Fifty eight Ge¬ 
nerals! But, Mr. Calcraft said.some- 
tliing very well w'ortliy of notice. “ He 
*• declared,” says tlie report in the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle, “ that the proposed reduc- 
“ tion was a MERE MOCKERY. The 
“ most extravagant districts had scarcely 
“ sufiered any reduction at all. On a 
“comparison of two of the estimates, it 
“ appeared to him that tlie noble lord had 
" mis-stated the saving, which seemed to 
“ him to be only 7,772/.1nstead of 17,0(K)/, 

“ The gentlemen opposite found ihuse in 
“ the Staffs whom it teas beyond their strength 
“ to remove; and it was well known that if a 
•‘favourite officer took a house in any part tf 
“ the country, the Staff was made to travel to 

p“ Ann.”-Oh ! ‘this is well-known, is it ? 

And a very nice thing it is. This is a 
thing for the peopj^to know, and to bear 
well in mind. This is a thing to treasure.ap 
in the public mind.——Well, what said 
Mr. Perceval ? “ The Chancellor of the , 
“ ExcHEaoER put it frankly to the right 
“ hon, gtatienun whether he could visit 
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*' upon the present edmiftistration any just 
" charge of adding to the staff expendi- 
" tare: ^ey httd presented to the house a 
«< reduced estimate upon a reduced stafi‘; 
** bat upon even that estimate the right 
** hoii. gentleman was inclined to loaake 
"greater reductions; why had not those 
*' reductions been proposed token the nitht 
*' hon. gentleman Ai»n*e[f was ntqjBice f Why 
" had they not then occurred to hm f they 
*• Were surely to the full as necessary 
*• then as now ; and how was it to be ac> 
"xounted for, tijat they then had escaped 
" the sagacity of that right hon. gentle- 
*' man ?—-The right hon. gentleman put 
" it futhe committee, whether as a matter 
“ of eoixeenimce to his ttiqjesly, any gentle- 
" man would wish to reduce the revL-nne 
" fTfthoSB generals who were in the habit 
" qf accon^anying him in any tnilUaty review 
" in the home district. Lord Heathneld was 
** Goldstick to liis Majesty, which claimed 
*' eoasidera.tion ; and surely if it were ad- 
mitted to employ one of the kin^s sons in 
" military capacity, it was not improper 
" so to employ him in the home district .’*— 
There needs not any comment upon this. 
—-What Mr. Wardle said, in this de-, 
bate, was very important, and, therefore, 

I insert it at full length. 1 beg the reader 
to go'over it with care. It will give him 
a clear insight into one of the sinks, 
through which the enormous amopnt of 
the taxes disappear. There are so many 
things of this sort, that the public becomes 
weary of thinking and talking about them; 
hut, let it be recollected, that these are the 

things, which swallow up the taxes.- 

" From the manner. Sir, in which this 
*• debate has commenced, I think it neccs- 
" sarv, before 1 enter upon the question 
" under discussion, to offer one prclimi- 
" nary observation, and that is, that I do 
" not fhelthat his Majesty’s present minis- 
tets are more deeply implicated in the 
" present question than their immediate 
".predecessors, under whose administia- 
** tion the same profligate expenditure 
" abundantly flourished. I oppose not 
" men but measures; and I rise now. Sir, 
" to attack a vicious, vHe, and corrupt 
" system. The Jacobinical doctrine 1 
" held last session, has, tp my astonish- 
" ment, become the ffvourite topic with 
** genilemen on the other side the House, 
“ particularly with one honourable gen- 
" tldman, who, having had the best means 
** of infotming himself upon the subject, 
" lots told us, that, unless our expenditure 
" is reduced twenty millions annually. 


** that we shall not be able to-proloi^oiir 
" contest with .the emperor of the French, 
** After thiSi'Sir, what will the people say 
" to the sort of saving now proposed. by 
" hU Majesty*! ministers ? Why, Sir, 
" they will say, it is adding insult.to op- 
" pression. A saving of thirteen thousand 
" pounds, out of a profligate expenditure 
" of above ha^ a million. Why, Sir, this 
" saving, as it is called, is little more than 
" a sailing of the wanton excess qf the 
" last year; for, from ‘ the Disposition of 
“ Grants’ for 1808,1 find the Staff expen- 
" diture (o*have been wf.433,4()'I'^ when 
" the amount of this reduced estimate, as 
" it is termed, for 1810 is <£.457,724, ex- 
** ceeding that of 1808 by jC.24,000. But, 
“ Sir, this is not all, for the printed esti- 
" mate I hold in my handr does not con- 
" tain three considerable branches of the 
" General Staff. I mean the Recruiting 
“ Stair, the Volunteer Staff, and the Ord- 
“ nance Stafi^ amounting together to no less 
" a sum than £. 83,474. Why the noble 
" Lord kept this small item out of sight I 
" know not; but this 1 know, that small 
" as it may now bp thought, it is within 
" fifteen hundred pounds of the totai staff 
expenditure of the country a very few 
" years ago; when, as the hon. gentleman 
" (Mr. Iluskision) has' informed us, the 
•<< whole population ^ tlte country was in arms. 
" At that period the total Annual Staff 
“ Expenditure was <£. 85,000; and can 
" any thing like a reason be given why it 
" ought to be mpre now ? 1 am sure there 
" cannot; therefm'e, if -justice was done 
" to the people, above £. 400,000 would 
" be saved instead of 13,p00l 1 .Had hi* 
" Majesty’s ministers intendM well by 
" their country, a better occasion for 
" evinciim sucii a disposition could not 
" have oifored itself; but they have missed 
" the golden opportupity, and givjen one 
" other convincing proof, that no check 
" whatever will be given to the profligacy 
" of expenditure till the peopte- are fairly 

" represented. -When, Sir, the Barrack 

“ Systcpi was first introduced, it was 
" ushered in with the assurance that no 
,« heavy staff expenditure would theu be 
" necessary; add that it would afford a 
" provision for the officers on the half-pay, 
" and thereby lessen the bwthms qf the ^o- 
'* pie. Now what has happened—Whyj 
** Sir, near thirteen millions of money bat 
** been voted by tjiis Hoilse, out of the 
** pockets of the people, under the head 
" of Barracks, ^d this Housdthaa also 
" voted, tjiat the annual staff expenditure 
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*' should be inckeassd from £. 8,'),000 to 
•* haff a million; aod, instead of officers on 
" the half-pay filling the situations in the 
** Barrack Department, you will there 
** find the favourite servants and de- 
“ pendants of those in power.—Feeling 
" these'things. Sir,, as a man anxious for 
** the welfiire of his country ought to feel 
« them, I shall ever oppose myself to such 
*' corrupt practices; but fully aware that 
" no exertions of mine can, under existing 
*' circumstances, be attended withr exten- 
sive success, I shall not waste either the 
time of the Committee, or my own 
" breath, in a fruitless effort, *b'Jt content 
" myself with calling the attention of his 
" Majesty's Ministers to a few features of 
" peculiar profligacy in the estimate be- 

" fore us.-That part of the Jacobinical 

" Creed that ‘ there is a necessity that the 
** utmost oeconotny (consistent with effi- 
•' ciency) should be practised,’ being 
" adopted by the honourable gentlemen 
opposite, 1 beg to ask them, and the 
Committee, wliether the voting ,£’.l,3bS 
“ 15«. per annum to the Quarter Master 
“ General, as a Lieutenant General on the 
" Staff, can be justified. As a Quarter 
“ Master General we vote him £a 5s. 
" per day, whicRis o£l,551 a year, be- 
" sides l is contingent allowances; he also 
has a two Battalion Regiment, which is 
worth at least 1,600 a year. It xvilf 
*' not be pretended that he performs any 
" duty whatever as Lieutenant General on 
•• the Staff; for his having a Deputy Quarter 
** Master General speaks to his being un- 
able of himsdf even to fulfil the duties 
of Quarter Master General. Therefore, 
" Sir, itbecomes a mere question of money, 
s* vrhether the Quarter Master General, 
" possessed of an income from his regi- 
"jment of at least 1,600 a year, has any 
'^‘fair claim upon the peopled purse (after 
" receiving £. 1,551 a year as Quarter 
" Master General) for a further sum of 
"jC. 1,368 Ms. merely because he is 
** written down Lieutenant General an the 
&tff. This question applies to the Ad- 
"jutaqt General, and to his deputy, as 
** well as to the deputy of the Quarter 
« Master General, for we find that all" 
•• these officers have regiments, although 
they are fastened upon us for Sinecures 
** uncler'the bead of Generals on tlte Staff, 
*• If,' Sir, the pay attached to the different 
" situations is not sufficient, let it be in- 
*• creased; but let us pot, under the head 
of Army Estimates, vote Pensions and 
» Stnecoi^..-—The next observation I 


" have to make, is on the l^iF of the 
" Artillery and Engineers; it appears 
that one General, one Lieutenant Gene- 
“ ral, and three Major Generals, are* upon 
" our Home Staff' without having a single 
" man under their command, and their joint 
" pay is £. rJ,44tt a year. Now it will 
" be argued, I am aware, that it does not 
“ follow, as a matter of course, that Gene- 
" rals of Artillery or Engineers, should 
“ have any men under their command, 
" that they have other and peculiar duties 
" to perform; this I admit, provided we had 
“ an army in the field; but, as that is not 
'* the case, 1 do argue that we are now 
“ voting £. 12,449 without services being 
“ performed that^would'autliorizc such a 

" vote.-Next, Sir, as to the Volunteer 

Staff which costs the country ^ear 
“ thirty thousand a year! That of Eng- 
“ land being £. 1 4,000 ; that of Ireland 
" 15,990; though the Volunteers are, 

“ in a great measure, converted into Local 
“ Militia Men, still arc we called upon to 
" vote this enormous item of the Staff Ex- 
“ penditure. It is something remarkable, 
" too, that the Irish Volunteer Staff should 
“ e.'tceed that of England in point of ex- 
** pence, for the number of Volunteers in 
" England greatly exceeds, I presume, 

“ tnosc in Ireland.-The next and'last 

“ item that I shall trouble the Committee 
" upon, is the “ Recruiting Staff,'* the ex- 
“ pence of which amounts to <£‘.41,035, 
" and this certainly does demand peculiar 
"attention. The. first observation 1 beg 
" to make upon it, is this, that, on com- 
" paring this expenditure with the num- 
“ her of recruits raised, (averaged in each 
" year at eleven thousand), it appears 
" that, by this new establishment, (one 
•' merely of patronage,) the people are 
" put to an additional expence of near 
“four pounds for every recruit raised, and 
" this besides the bounty, and all the ex- 
" pcnces attendant updn recruiting parties. 
" This establishment is one of only a few 
" years standing, and when it was first 
" set on foot, the strongest assurance was 
" given, that the expence should hot ex- 
** ceed £. 10,000 a year. Now it is some- 
'* what remarkable, that, in the very last 
“ year, it has increased nearly in that ratio, 
“ for, in the year \809, it was £, 32,428; 
" and now we are called upon to .vote 
“.£.41,035, without one reason being 
“ assigned, why we even should load ‘our 
“ constituents with an expenditure of 
“ £. lOjOOO.—— These things. Sir, speak 
“ for themselves, and I shul trespass on 
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** the Committee only one moment longer. 
" And to what I am about to say, I beg 
the attention of the noble lord (the 
" Secretary at War.) I hare it from good 
" authority, that the Staff, and Contingent 
•‘Allowances, are generallyyears in 
*' arrear, a circumstance extremely incon- 
" venient to many gallant, and honourable 
" men, who have probably ly) other fund 
to resort to. The noble lord I see in his 
•• place, (I^rd G. L. Gower), when Se- 
cretary at War, in December 1808, 
" settlecl the Staff and Contingent AIlow- 
“ ances for titeyehrs J 805 and 1806. When 
•• I say that there has been no payment 
** since that period, the noble lord oppo- 
•• site, will not, *I believe, contradict me. 

"-The regulations of I80t, direct that 

** these a£counts should be made up half 
*• yearly. There is no excuse for those 
•• regulations being disregarded, no difli- 
" culty of acedunt can be pleaded, and if 
•• the noble lord will look himself into the 
“ business, and not trust to the represen- 
•• tations of his deputy, or the chairman 
“ of his new board, I leel confident that 
•• this heavy cause of complaint will be at 

** once done away -^After reading 

this Speech, who can be astonished at* 
the visits of the tax-gatherer ? Nearly ' 
a million of money paid annually” to 
persons upon the Staff! My real opinion 
is, that there is not, and never was, any 
military establishment in Europe, not ex¬ 
cepting that of France, of which the Staff 
cost half so much monev. * 

' W«. COBBETT. 
Bolley, ‘^Qth March, 1810. 

* The rea/ StaffExpenditure stands thus* 


Estimate 1810.X260,304. 

Recruiting Staff ----- 41,0.‘15 

Volunteer do. 29,990 


Ordnance (part not included in 

Army Fstimate) - - - - 12,449 
Garrison Staff at Home - - - 18,635 
Foreign Staff and Garrisons - - 169,230 


531,643 

Home Staff- - - - - - 362,413 

Total'.i?. 894,056 


* UBERTY OF THE SUBJECT. 

, Sir-The Liberty of the Subjectiswith 
an Englishman the'theme of his general 
conyersatioD—-it is his second Patfir-noster 
—diis pride—his boast j and the most dis- 


lAerty cf the SuJ^eef* • 

tant apprehension of an invasion of this 
maxim, slipuld rouse in him a jealousy not 
yielding in its fervour to that which nature 
has implanted in civilized man, when he 
suspects an attempt on the chastity of the 
woman he adores; only to be allayed 
with the knowledge that her honour is un¬ 
sullied. I should hope. Sir, that when we 
apprehend an inroad to be made on our 
Constitutional Rights, ,a cool and dispas¬ 
sionate Argument of the grounds pnd 
cause of our suspicion, would be consider¬ 
ed inoffensive to both Houses of Legisla¬ 
ture. Indeed, to imagine that the House 
of Commbns, the Representatives of the 
People, delegated to guard their Rights 
and sustain their Liberties, should be dis¬ 
pleased with such a temperate discussion, 
seems to argue a distempered mind. I 
shall, without farther preface therefme, 
proceed to discuss the Privilege im'sted 
upon by the House of Commons, oi in¬ 
flicting Punishment, without their Sen¬ 
tence being the Subject of Revision xy 
any other Tribunal. The basis and key¬ 
stone of the Laws and Constitution of this 
country, is Magna Charta; of which 
Blackstone says, *'*what would alone have 
** merited the title it bears of the Great 
“ Charter, it protected every individual of 
the nation in the free enjoyment of his 
•* Life, his Liberty, and his Property, un- 
*“ less declared to be forfeited by the Judg- 
“ ment of his Peers, or the Law of the 
“ Land.’*—Now, Sir, the House of Com¬ 
mons, in exercising the power of commit¬ 
ting and detaining in custody a British 
subject, for an offence alledged to have 
been committed against them, and that 
without appeal, insist that such power lies 
within the compass of their Privileges, 
which having existed, as it is laid, from 
time immemorial, are part of the Laws of 
the Land. Privileges have their force as 
law from imprescriptible usage; and 
though these Privileges are not defined to 
the public, they must be so, I should ap¬ 
prehend, to the honourable House who 
exercise them; because, if undefined 
there, ik w'ould be equivalent to tlie creat¬ 
ing of Privileges whenever, in tjie iliscre- 
tion of the House, it should be tnought 
necessary; and if those Privileges are not 
to be enquired into by any other power, 
it would be equivalent to one branch of the 
Legislature making I.:tws, or rescinding 
those already maile, which cannot, for one 
moment, be assumad, as that can only be 
effected by the^joint act of all three Es¬ 
tates, viz. King! Lords and Coimaons. It 
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■ is therefore quite apparent, that the as¬ 
sumed jight of the'House of Commons can 
only be supported upon the ground of im¬ 
prescriptible usage, or Common Law of 
the Land.' Now, Sir, we will en(|Uire a 
little into the doctrine of established usage. 
It is a clear and uulisputable maxim, that 
1)0 usage can exist in opposition to a writ¬ 
ten law ; it is almost an abuse of time to 
support so well known a proposition by 
authority; but Blackstone, in his first vo¬ 
lume, p. 77, has these words, “ no custom 
" can prevail against aji Act of “Parlia- 
mentNow, Sir, let us see hotv the 
written law stands in opposhipn to tlie 
usage cluinu'd by the House of Commons. 
Blackstone says, in the same vol. p. 6y, 
"That the famous Magna Charta is the 
" oldest written law extant ” As it is an 
historical fact, however, that the House of 
Commons did not exist prior to Hen. 3rd, 
it may be said, that JMagna Charla is not 
oPequal authority with an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment. It is scarcely possible to suppose 
that such an observation could be'tnade ; 
but 1 raise it hypothetically, and the an- 
swer is decisive; Magna Charta was con- 
firnifcd by an Act of Parliament in the 
reign ol Hen. 3; and in the following 
reign of Edvv.‘ 1, the same v.as again con¬ 
firmed ; and L'>rd Coke says it has been 
more than thirty times confirincd. Well 
then, the written law, by Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, enacts the protection of every indi- 
V idiiaiof.the nation, in the free enjoyment 
of his Life, Liberty, and Property, unless 
declared to be forfeited by the Judgment 
of his Peers,or the Laws of the Lnnd. Are 
-the Privileges of Parliament the Law of the 
Land ? If by Parliament be meant one 
branch of the Legislature, I say it has not 
the priyili^e of imprisoning a British sub¬ 
ject, without an appeal against the sen¬ 
tence, because that would be to give cus¬ 
tom and usage superior efficacy to the 
written law: in effect torcpeal^suth wiit- 
ten law, but that cannot be, as appears by 
f he passage before quoted from BlackstotH*, 
■and again in tlie 1st vol. p. 89, where it is 
safd, " Win ro the Common Law and the 
« Statufe dificr, the Common Law gives 
" place Itf'tbc Statute.” I know it is in¬ 
sisted, that the Pri\ileges of Parliaineiif 
are omnipotent .and iiidermabi"; and 
Blackstone in vol. J, p. 1G3, has that de¬ 
claration from Sir John Fortescue, to whom 
the Lords in the reign of Henry the 6th, 
put a question respecting their Privileges; 
i)ut it will be found on reference to this 
Judge's sj^eeb, that he spoke of Parlia¬ 


mentary Privileges not with relation to 
each individual branch, but of all tUt 
branches united; for his words are, " for 
“ it (the Parliament) is so high and 
" mighty in its nature, tb-at it may make 
" a Law.^’ Now, it is evident from the 
assertion that the Parliament can make a 
law, that he could not allude to one 
branch of the legislature, as no law can 
be made by'either House of its own dis¬ 
tinct uiiascparate authority. And this. 
Sir, occasions me to observe, that constitu¬ 
tional writers have not sufficiently attend¬ 
ed, in their remarks on the Privileges of 
Parliament, to the circumst'ance that Par- 
liuinent means the conjoint power of the 
three estates, and nut thcvicparate and dis¬ 
tinct powers of caclt house. And it is to 
be remarked, that Blackstone s^'s, In 
" the main the constitution of parlia- 
" ment as it now stands, was marked out in 
“ the Great Charter granted by king John 
" A. I). I'JIS/* But, to suppose that cither 
house possessed omnipotent and unde¬ 
fined privileges, not to be investigated or 
enquired into by any other power, is to 
make the larvs of the realm repeatable at 
pleasure without an act of parliament, 
which appears totally subversive of any 
-fixed and determinate laws. Upon the 
maxims therefore. Sir, jof our lawftj it 
seems clear and indisputable, that no 
usage can affect, alter or repeal a written 
law; and consequently, no usage of either 
branch of assembly can alter or repeal 
• Magna Charta; ergo, neither house of 
legisbtui e can imprison a subject, and de¬ 
tain iiim in custody, at pleasure, without 
appeal elsewhere.—But, Sir, for'argument 
sake, let it be supposed that no written 
law interfered with the exercise of the Pri¬ 
vileges of either House of Parliament in 
rtspectof the comrnitiTicnt and detention 
in prison of a British subject, without ap¬ 
peal ; 1 submit then, that such a usage 
could not be supported upon any principle 
consistent with laws made for the protec¬ 
tion of the public weal. Blackstone says, 
" If a custom is actually proved to exist, 
" the next inquiry is into the legality of 
” it; for if it is not a good custom, it ought 
'' to hc^to lungef used,” ma/tts musabokn- 
dus est, “ is an established maxim of law.*' 

1 vol. 70. A custom, which is to have 
the force of a law, must, if it proceed from 
any power not absolutely despotic, be 
consistent with, and tending to the welfare 
of the country where it is to be exercised. 
It is for 4bat clear and self evident reason, 
that it becomes necessary to ascertain that 
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% ufagfi claimed to have thc'force of law, 
.be not injurious, and militating against the 
public good ; and therefore, says Black- 
stonc, “ a very natural and very material 
*• rpiestion arises j How are those customs 
“ or maxims to be known, and by whom 
» is their validity to be determined ? The 
“ answer is, by the Judges in the spveral 
“ courts of justice.” h should seem to 
outrage every principle of conflnoii sense 
to say that he wlio insists upon a usage to 
be exeiTB'! tor his own benefit and plea¬ 
sure, should himself determine wiicther 
tlu' custom is of Uwit nature, that it ougiit 
to h ive the fort e of law. It surely can¬ 
not be iift.'-isary to Inform tlie reader, to 
shew the propritfty of this reasoning, 
that the learned Selden in his Jud. Pari. 
11, says. *‘.Thcy cannot be Accusers and 
“ Judges.” Atid this principle, that none 
can be ji'idges of their own rights, is so 
manifest, that I remember it is laid down 
by a very respectable and learned autho¬ 
rity, I believe in Rolle’s Abridgement, 
that if an act of parliament, as it cannot 
change the laws of nature, says a man 
shall be judge in his own cause, it shall be 
void. Upon what ground therefore can 
either branch of the legislature claim a 
privilege whii h, if no written law opposed 
if, wo'sld be completely at variance wirii 
the naiural principles of law and justice ? 
When 1 hear a current of authorities 
quoted in different reigns in support of 
the powers of the House of Commons to 
- detain in prison, and the incompetency of 
any tribunal to enquire into the legality of 
the comiuitmcntor detention, 1 cannot help 
reflecting upon the times when the greatei- 
part of these precedents arc found to have 
been made. 1 cannot but remember the 
' unsettled state of a House of Commons at 
such periods, and the struggles the people 
were making against the power and en¬ 
croachment of the Royal Prerogative ; I 
cannot forget either that Judges held tht-ir 
situations under a most precarious tenure, 
and that many decisions are discoverable 
in. remote books of authority, which no 
man at the present day would hesitate to 
condemn as corrupt, and contravening 
I the known, acknowledged,* and immuta- 
■ble principles of Justice. Under such 
^circumstances should mii|ch*be yielded to 
;,preccdent, when the principle laid down 
^8 unsatisfactory in reason, and opposite to 
familiar maxims of those laws under 
whose influence we are kept together in 
society, and our actions regulated f In a 
r-ecent Case of the Queen (Anne) y, P«ty, 


in Salkeld’s Report^ certainly tBe Jodg« 
ment' of the <U>urt of King’s Bench was 
in favour uf the right now exercised by 
the .House of Commons; but it is matter 
of serious consideration, that the Judges 
were not unanimous, and that three who 
assented, contented themselves to assert 
the right unaceonipanie’d by any argu¬ 
ment to shew either its propriety, or opmi 
what author!^ founded : and that the 
Judge who aiflered, stands higher in pub¬ 
lic estini)tioii.as a lawyer, and a man df 
talent, than either of his coadjutors; or 
thiin many of hi.s predecessors or success¬ 
ors ; iliat ha t.‘oiidci»cended to use argu¬ 
ments which were unanswered ; and ihat 
that Judge (lloli) said, “ When the House 
of Commons exceed their legal bounds 
and authority, their acts are wrongful, 
anil cannot be justified more than acisjof 
firivate men.” Indeed, can there want a 
Holt to tell us what seems intuitive ; and 
yet must the House have the right of ex¬ 
ceeding ajl bounds, all authority, if there 
be no means of ascertaining their powers, 
but themselves who enforce their own 
decisions, if the present usage of the 
House be law, and ^heir acts are inscrut¬ 
able, and without redress, let me ask 
what would be. the conditum of the sub¬ 
ject, if a corrupt house should exist, with 
a minister possessing sufficient influence 
t(f command a majority of votes in favour 
of his measures? Sir, I will not occupy 
more of your time upon this important 
Question, than by ob.erviiig, that with 
every disposition of respect towards the 
House of Commons; with every anxiety 
that their legitimaie privileges .should be 
uiiinvaded ; I am yet to reconcile the pri¬ 
vilege they claim, with the known laws of 
the land, or those principles of*naiaral 
justice which are the cement of civilized 
society. 1 bad omitted to ob-erve, that 
ii i.s said every Court of Record has the 
power of committing for Contempt; 1 
admit thi.s—the principle is clear and 
satisfactory. Every Court of Record is 
established to carry into efiect the laws ; 
and not to have the power of comunttal 
in cases of coniempt, would he m allow 
ati interruption of the admmistiation of 
those laws :—the Court therelore, must, 
in furtherance of public justice, have the 
right of committal. I concede all this 
right to the House of Commons ;—what 1 
insist, is, that as every Court of Law ii 
subject to have the legality of such com¬ 
mitment examined into by another Court, 
so ought the legaliiy of a commitment of 
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the Honse of Commons to be traversed. 
The injury is wot in the Commitment, 
but in the refusal to have the accuracy of 
such Commitment ascertained according 
to the law of the land, as in other cases 

established and exercised.-1 am. Sir, 

&c. W. F. a. 

March 29, 1810, Lincoln's Inn. 


PROCEEDINGS at the recent Nomi- 
, NATION OF Members for the County 

op Cambridge. 

On Tuesday, the 13th of March, pur¬ 
suant to public advertisement, the Free¬ 
holders of the county of Cambridge were 
convened at Cambridge, for the purpose 
of nominating a fit and proper person to 
represent that county in Parliament. The 
concourse of persons assembled was most 
numerous. The High Sheriffbriefly stated 
the object of the 'meeting, and exhoi ted it 
by its orderly demeanor to exemplify the 
truest test of patriotism, and the proud 
characteristic of Englishmen. 

The two Candidates and their friends 
were on the right and left of the High 
Sheriff^ upon a small gallery in the front 
of the Rose Inn. When Mr. Yorke first 
made his appearance, the whole atmo¬ 
sphere resounded with cries of— Off, off— 
clear the Gallery, clear the Gallery ! 

Numerous placards, with these words, 
were then exhibited from the windows of 
the surrounding houses. 

Mr. Keene first addressed the Free* 
holders. He stated that he presented 
himself to their notice for the purpose of 
proposing for their choice his right ho¬ 
nourable friend near him, who had been 
five times the object of their selection. 
(Cries Never c^ain—We want no Place¬ 

men—Is it again to close the Gallery f*)' He 
ahpettrs before you after a trial of twenty 
years; during the whole of which period 
be has unremittingly applied himself to 
the promotion of your interests. That 
opinion this dounty itself has pronounced 
by so frequently re-electing him, and did 
there ^exist any justifiable reason for now 
chan^ng its conduct there could be no in¬ 
ducement which should compel him (Me. 
Keene) to propose Mr. Yorke to their con¬ 
sideration. At all events, whatever dif¬ 
ferences of a political complexion may 
exist between some persons and his right 
honourable friend, sure be was that all 
would agree in testi^ng that zeal and at¬ 
tention which Mr. Yorke had uniformly 
■lanifestpd in promoting the local interests 


of the County of Cambridge. (CHes of 
" No, No! even there he was a jobber.”) 
Mr. Keene concluded with proposing the 
right honourable Charles Yorke, as a fit 
and proper person to represent the County 
of Cambridge. (Shouts qf disapprobation 
mixed with partial cpplause.J 

Major Pemberton presented himself to 
second the nomination, agreeing perfectly 
in the opinion expressed by his worthy 
friend who proposed him. He had, how¬ 
ever, to remark, that notwithstanding all 
the clamour which had been so industri¬ 
ously excited against bis right honourable 
friend, Mr. Yorke stood at that moment 
upon as independent grounds as he ever 
did, upon any of the Numerous occasions 
when the County of Cambridge thought 
him highly entitled to their stip;>ork„. (No, 
no, no ') Ho would repeat the sentiment, 
from the conviction that he had, that Mr. 
Yorke, even though a Teller of the Ex¬ 
chequer, would never abandon his sense of 
independence (a laugh.) Ifsuchapiace 
had been ofiered to him coupled with any 
stipulations inimical to that sense of inde- 
endence, he felt convinced that his right 
onourable friend would never have- ac¬ 
cepted of it. [The tumult of disapproba¬ 
tion became so great that the speaker was 
forced to conclude.] > ' 

Mr. Yorke next presented himself, and, 
for many minutes it was impossible to hear 
a single word. The cries ofPlacemen" 

« clear the Gallery," and " turn him out," 
wOre re-echoed from one end of the area 
to the other. The High Sheriff at length 
entreated silence, so that each Candi¬ 
date should be heard, and therefore afibrd 
the best means for forming a proper se¬ 
lection. 

Mr. Yorke trusted, that he did not 
presume too much, when he asked for a 
patient hearing. (Off, <ff, we don't want 
you.) That was the fifth time that he had 
been a Candidate, acid upon no one occa¬ 
sion did he ever tefore observe the person 
who addressed them, refused a -patient 
bearing. But, undoubtedly, from the mix¬ 
ture of the meeting before him he was 
not much surprized at his reception. They 
could not be the Freeholder of the Coun¬ 
ty of Cambridge, indeed, one vyould be 
almost inclined n^t to consider them Eng¬ 
lishmen, who would refuse to hear a man 
upon his defence. (Off, off, your conduct 
is indtferuibk.) It was quite impossibli) 
that any strength of lungs amidst such an 
uproar*could command a heanng. lob- 
serve (said Mr. Yorke) many of the gen- 
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tlemcn of the University at this meeting; 
bad they studied, or at least practised tne 
doctrine of Pythagoras, they would at 
least have appreciated more highly the 
value of silence. fThe clamour became 
80 great, that the right honourable gentle¬ 
man became wholly inaudible.) 

The Marquis of Tavistock then ofiered 
himself to the notice of the meting ; but 
was for a short time interrupted oy a small 
party of Mr. Yorke’s friends, who, placed 
immediately under him, endeavoured to 
drovrn his voice.—^The noble marquis 
spoke to the following effect:—Free- 
liolders.of the county of Cambridge ; You 
are now called upon to exercise one of the 
most valuable prifileges of Englishmen, 
to decide upon the merits or the demerits 
ofthosgjwho, either upon public grounds, 
or for private objects, propose themselves 
for your choice, as your future Repre¬ 
sentative in the Legislature of this county. 
In forming a proper choice upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, it behoves you to keep fully 
in your consideration all the circumstances 
which have led to the vacancy in your re¬ 
presentation. The Constitution has wisely 
determined, that when a Member of Par¬ 
liament accepts of a place of profit under 
the Crown, he .shall be sent back to his 
constibUents (in case he thinks propA* 
^again to come forward), in order that they 
may pronounce their judgment upon the 
propriety of his political course,—upon 
the motives which have appeared to guide 
it; but above all upon the particular ac¬ 
ceptance of that place which in the spirit 
and letter of the Constitution, invalidated 
him from longer continuing in his repre¬ 
sentative capacity. These are the grounds 
upon wliich it is your duty to canvass the 
conduct of the right honourable gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Yorke), and unless I am much 
mistaken upon each and all of them, you 
must, in a true exercise of the obligation 
you owe your country, pronounce his for¬ 
feiture to a re-election (hear / hear!) We 
. have heard this day much of the private 

I virtues of that gentlepian. A stranger as 

II am to him, it wouul ill become me to 
|deny or to doubt'them. , Indeed from 
Iwhat 1 have heard, I believe him to be 
Imost exemplary in all the relations of pri- 
lyate life. Still these are^nof the qualinca- 
-;4ion8 which establish the claim to a public 

-^rust. It is not upon domestic qualities, 
but Upon political principles and conduct, 
'that freeholders should depend for the 
rarformance of those duties whictf they 
^have A right to expect from the man to 


whom they entrust their representation.— 
Try Mr. Yorke by this criterion, and 
then judge* of his present pretensions. 
Has he not been the uniform undeviating 
supporter of that Administration, under 
whom this country has been most lamenta* 
bly affected in all its interests ^ an Admi¬ 
nistration, by whom the 'pressure of taxa¬ 
tion has been increasing until it has be¬ 
come almost intolerable; an .Administra¬ 
tion under whom herds of foreign troops 
have beeiv introduced into this country id 
defiance of every positive constitutional 
provision, and to the dangerous hazard of 
our rights and *our security (Hear! hear!) 
—an Administration under whom the ca¬ 
lamities of England, and the power of 
France, have advanced with equal force > 
Yes; amidst the active supporters of such 
a system, the right honourable Mr. Yorke 
will be found to he the most prominent 
(Cries of hear, hear!) Was he not the 
man to revive, upon a late public Inquiry, 
the old exploded cry of Jacobinical Con¬ 
spiracy? Bid that'inquiry furni.sJi any 
proof m extenuation of such an unjustifia¬ 
ble expedient ? Or, rather, did it not 
fully evince to the cquiitry, that such an 
effort was but an artiHce to prevent the 
honest and unprejudiced 5>pinion which 
the nature of tne charges were calculated 
to produce ? Such has been the public 
ccftiduct of the man whom the Freeholders 
of Cambridge delegated as their Repre¬ 
sentative. What conclusion does it now 
Aifbrce ? It proves beyond controversy 
the necessity of your sending to parlia¬ 
ment one W'ho will take his stand on the 
broad ground of the Constitution—who 
will uphold our liberties, and contend for 
the laws and principles of our forefathers, 
against the excesses of popular violence 
on' one band, and the no less dange¬ 
rous encroachments of the over-grown 
power of the Crown on the other. (Hear, 
hear, hear!) Can you expect to find such 
a guardi^ of your interests in Mr. Yorke? 
(No, No!) He who has been the sup¬ 
porter of the present Ministers—men who 
possessed themselves of official power by 
the most unfounded and degrading pre¬ 
tences, and who have used it only to tar¬ 
nish the character and disgrace the Coun¬ 
cils of thejr Country. Will you select 
him who availed himself of the Stinding 
Order of the House of Commons (an Order 
enacted for far other purposes), thus de¬ 
priving the people of this country of the 
slender and melancholy consolation of 
knowing who were the author^ o&ffie 
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lamities under which they are 'laboarinK> 
ot the accumulated miseries under whiim 
they groan,-with a patience and a forbear¬ 
ance unekampled in the history of nations? 
When such hare been the political acts of 
that right honourable gentleman, were the 
people of the country fully and fairlyrepre- 
seated in Parliament, he might go from 
county to county, from city to city, from 
town to town, and would not get one single 
elective body to confide in him. Under 
these circumstances I feel myself called 
upon to recommend to your notice, and to 
propose for your choice, a friend to civil 
and religious Liberty, to the' freedom of the 
Press, to the just security of the Throne, 
and the rights and liberties of the people 
—a decided enemy to faction and intrigue, 
to all the devices of peculators, to ail the 
artifices of corruption, to that long cata¬ 
logue of abuses which now obscure the fair 
form of ihe British constitution—I propose 
Lord Francis Uodolphin Osborne. 

The honourable Mr. Brand, stated his 
desire to second the nomination of Lord 
Francis Oshoriie [the honourable gentle¬ 
man was here interrupted by an indivulual 
in the crowd exclaiming,"" OS', off, you 
Jacobin].” 

Mr. Brand i^sumed. I am interrupted 
by a person not' a freeholder. His name 
is Hudson, a printer in this town, and both 
from his conduct and his character, t6o 
contemptible to attract my notice, were it 
not for the expression he has now made 
use of. I tell him and his supporters, thdl 
I am no enemy to my country, that 1 am 
no Jacobin ; indeed, the man seems as 
fully ignorant of the meaning of the terms 
which have fallen from him, as he is inca¬ 
pable of appreciating the value of that 
privilege which this meeting is summoned 
to exercise, and which that Mr. Hodson 
ia so tumultuously endeavouring to inter¬ 
rupt [from the freeholders, cries of " drive 
liodson out”]. At present, I shall con¬ 
tent myself with simply seconding the 
nomination of the Noble Lord, wholly ab- 
fltainiog from any observation upon the po- 
liticaj conduct of Mr. Yorke, unless he 
eball be allowed the opportunity of reply¬ 
ing to what has been advanced. 

/Loan Fbancis Osuurnc then came for¬ 
ward amidst shouts of applause, mixed 
with dhapprobation, and assured the Free¬ 
holders tfa^ be would trouble them but 
ibr a very short time. He offered himself 
with the proud consciousness of wishing 
to be a servant of the jroople, and not a 
aervam df the Court. Im cause in which 


he stood forward, was not his, it was that 
of the country. He was merely the Jn- 
sbrument to afford it the opportunity of 
performing a great public obligation. 
During the time he had been in parlia¬ 
ment, he had the satisfaction to feel that he 
had honestly and patriotically done his 
duty, without any personal view—indeed 
it was we)I ascertained that his unshackled 
parliamentary conduct had been attended 
with private circumstances, not ofthe most 
beneficial nature. With respect to the 
local interests of the county, both from 
his age and inexperieifce, he could not be 
supposed to be as conversant with them 
as the right hon. gentleman, Mr. Yorke, 
but he trusted to supply the deficiency by 
an earnestness and a zeal not at all inferior 
to that which he understood* was. justly 
upon this point attributed to Mr. Yorke. 
During the period of his being in the 
House of Commons, although he some¬ 
times concurred with Mr. 'i'orke, yet upon 
most great political questions, he felt it to 
be his duty to take an opposite side. 
Identified as he felt his success with the 
inte rests of the County of Cambridge, he 
had nothing to do but to commit the cause 
to their hands, and to confide in their 
support. 

* Mr. Cunning said. It is only oHcc in 
seven years, that we can comment on the* 
language and conduct of the Teller of the 
Exchequer without the risk of his sending 
us to Newgate. Let us not lose the oppor- 
runity, now we have him in a TANGIBLE 
SHAPE. It is not my intention to review 
the whole of his political career, that would 
be an unnecessary waste of your time, for 
the former part of liis conduct, has been 
entirely of a piece with the latter, he has 
the merit of consistency and perseverance, 
but it is consistency in error, perseverance 
in doing wrung.—Of his early conduct, 
therefore, I shall merely observe, that of 
every oppressive and unconstitutional mea¬ 
sure, of every measure, which had for its 
object to increase the burthens or dimi¬ 
nish the privileges of the people, he was 
the zealous advocate., If the Liberty of 
the Press were to be restrained, if the 
Habeas Corpus Act were to lie suspended, 
if our Fellow Creatures were to be hunted 
down with bldod« bounds in the West In¬ 
dies, or torture inflicted upon our fellow 
subjects in Ireland, the Minister was sure 
of the support of that right honourablu 
gentleman: Ofhisconduct, when he fiil^ 
two v(fry important offices in the State, 
little need be said, for nothing vei^ re- 
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markable occurred. In the character of 
Secretary at Warj he produced what 
cimed the incomprehenaible Cavalry Bill, 
which you all remember, Gfeatlemen, for 
it annoyed and harrassed you most griev¬ 
ously, without contributing inthealightest 
^ degree to the defence of the country.— 

I As Secretary of State, he prised and 
justified the disgraceful and ignominious 
Treaty of Amiens; yes. Gentlemen, that 
same Mr. Yorke, who but a very short 
time before had at a County meeting ac¬ 
cused his Constituents of disaflcclion and 
jacobinism, for expressing their wishes for 
peace, that very Mr.” Yorke, who prefer¬ 
red having his body cut into a thousand 
piec^es to going down on his hare knees to 
France, that very Mr. Yorke, so valiant in 
, the Castle Yard, so cowardly in the cabi¬ 
net, did'afteSi.ally go down on his bare 
A knees to France, and defended both here 
' and in parliamcnt,that base, that inglorious 
'"'•measure. About,the same time he shewed 
his contempt for his Consiituetits, by ex¬ 
erting all the influence of the crown, all 
the influence of tlie bishop of Ely, all the 
' influence of Lord Hardwickc, to exclude 
5 from the representation a member of that 
Afamily so long and so deservedly dear to 
>Hhis county. But it is to his conduct, 
^during the last sessions, I particularly call 
;iyour attSntion, when*an honourable, inde- 
^ ^ndent member (Mr. VVardle) wiihanin- 
' irepidity worthy of the cause in which he 
. was engaged, took upon himself the awe- 
..'lul responsibility of preferring the most 
^^iterious charges against the Duke of York. 

' What was the conduct of Mr. Yorke, he 
^g^lked of a CONSPIRACY (({uoting his 
' words.) Was it to be endured that 
^Imch insinuations should be thrown out 
rtgainst 'a Member, who had offered to 
^rove his allegations at the bar of that 
mouse, had mentioned the nature of his 
..^arges, and the names of his witnesses, 
a candour, an ingejtuousness, 1 may 
incaufiousness, which they did not fail 
iip take advantage of. In spite, however of 
rery artifice which a knowledge of the 
Iw enables bad men to practice to defeat 
Tie ends of justice, the;re were exposed to 
^blic view, scenes of the grossest corrup- 
'bn. of the most abandoned profligacy, of 
ie most degrading meanness, of the most 
|nsunmiate hypocrisy. The contagion 
iched .every department of the state, 
r was the Church exempted from its. 
sful influence, for it was proved that 
Iptonly subordinate situations, but <yen 
laneries rad Bishoprics, (which we 
>lisbly balieved, th« rewards of piety and 



learning) were applied for tbpougb the 
intervention of a strumpet. A great ma¬ 
jority in that House acquitted the Duke 
of York, and intended, it was said by some, 
to follow up that acquittal by a Vote of 
Thanks, for the manner in which he had 
discharged the duties of his high office. 
Luckily the mode of investigation they 
had thought proper to adopt, enabled every 
man in the kingdom to form his own 
opinion—the country, for once, spoke out, 
and the Duke resigned. What was the* 
conduct of \he Telfor oT the Exchequer 
duringthe whole of this important busine.ss, 
the most important that ever occupied the 
attention ofihe*House of Commons ? Was he 
not constantly assisting in all attempts to 
screen the Duke of York, to browbeat the 
witnesses, and to calumniate those who had 
the intrepidity and patriotism to stand 
fo'ward as his accusers? Nay, he went 
farther than any one dared to follotv him. 
He actually proposed the imprisonment 
of a witness during an adjournment, by 
way of caufion, lest any one .should have 
access to her. Gentlemen, this monstrous 
proposition was scouted even by Mr. Per¬ 
ceval, nor was there found in the House of 
Commons a single member hardy enough 
to Second it. Gentlemen, if.Mr. Yorke's 
motion had been acceded to, any of us at¬ 
tending as witnesses on an Inclosure Bill,, 
might have been committed to custody 
for a week or a month, or as long as the 
House may think proper to adjourn. Since 
thq|; time we have ever found him voting 
with the Minister; nay, when the Minister 
has been in a Minority, his faithful friend> 
the Teller of the Exchequer has been con¬ 
stantly at his side. Every motion for en-- 
quiry into the late disastrous and calami¬ 
tous Expedition he has constantly opposed, 
and when enquiry was at length resolved 
on, to deprive us as far as>.was in his power 
of the benefit of that Inquiry, he shut the 
door of the House of Commons, in the 
face of the people. .Nay, that we might, 
not Mistake his motives, he expressly 
stated that he would have done the same 
in the Duke of York^s business, ifhe could 
have foreseen the evidence that would 
have been produced.—Such are tfae*pub- 
lic services of the right honourable Charles 
Yorke ! Gentlemen, it would have been 
an entertaining thing to read the Bill‘de¬ 
livered by the Teller of the Exchequer 
to his friend, the Clerk of the Irons, for 
w’orkdone and performed ! The value of 
each article cannot be ascertained, but 
the sum total wiH be known to a 
farthing when, we Imow the exact value 
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lamities under which they are labouring, 
ot the accumulated miseries under which 
they groan, with a patience and a forbear¬ 
ance unekampled in the history of nations f 
When such have been the political acts of 
that right honourable gentleman, were the 
people of the country fully and fairly repre- 
s^ted in Parliament, he might go from 
comity to county, from city to city, from 
town to town, and would not get one single 
elective body to confide in him. Under 
these circumstances I feel myself called 
upon to recommend to your notice, and to 
propose for your choice, a friend to civil 
and religious Liberty, tothe*f»eedom of the 
Press, to the just security of the Throne, 
and the rights and liberties of the people 
—a decided enemy to faction and intrigue, 
to all the devices of peculators, to all the 
artifices of corruption, to that long cata¬ 
logue of abuses which now obscure the fair 
form of the British constitution—I propose 
Lord Francis Godolphin Osborne. 

The honourable Mr. Brand, stated his 
desire to second the nomination of Lord 
Francis Oslmrne [the honourable gentle¬ 
man was here interrupted by an individual 
in the crowd -exclaiming, " Offi off, you 
Jacobin]." . 

Mr. Brand i^sumcd, I am interrupted 
by a person not a freeholder. His name 
is Hudson, a printer in this tow'n, and both 
from his conduct and his character, t5o 
contemptible to attract my notice, were it 
not for the expression he has now made 
use of. I tell him and bis supporters, ihA 
1 am no enemy to my country, that I -am 
no Jacobin ; indeed, the man seems as 
fully ignorant of the meaning of the terms 
which have fallen from him, as he is inca¬ 
pable of appreciating the value of that 
privilege which this meeting is summoned 
to exercise, and which that Mr. Hodson 
ia so tumultuously endeavouring to inter¬ 
rupt [from the freeholders, cries of " drive 
Ifedson out"]. At present, I shall con¬ 
tent myself with simply seconding the 
nomination of the Noble Lord, wholly ab- 
stainiog from any observation upon thepo- 
liticu) conduct of Mr. Yorke, unless he 
shall be.allowed the opportunity of reply¬ 
ing to what has been advanced. 

/Loan Feancis Osborne then came for¬ 
ward amidst shouts of applause, mixed 
with disapprobation, and assured the Free¬ 
holders that be would trouble them but 
fora very short time. He offered himself 
with the proud consciousness of wishing 
to be a secant of the people, and not a 
servaniiflrthe Court. cause in which 


I be stood forward, was not his, it was that 
of the country. He was merely the in¬ 
strument to afford it the opportunity of 
performing a great public obligation. 
During the time he had been in parlia¬ 
ment, he had the satisfaction to feel that he 
had honestly and patriotically done his 
duty, without any personal view—indeed 
it was we|i ascertained that his unshackled 
parliamentary conduct had been attendeil 
with private circumstances, not of the most 
beneficial nature. With respect to the 
local interests of the county, both from 
his age and incxperieifce, he could not be 
supposed to be as conversant with them 
as the right hon. gentleman, Mr. Yorke, 
but he trusted to supply the deficiency by 
an earnestness and a zeal not at all inferior 
to that which he understood-wss* justly 
upon this point attributed to Mr. Yorke. 
During the period of his being in the 
House of Commons, although he some¬ 
times concurred with Mr. iP'orke, yet upon 
most great political questions, he felt it to 
be his duty to take ah opposite side. 
Identified as he felt his success with the 
interests of the County of Cambridge, he 
had nothing to do but to commit the cau.se 
to their hands, and to confide in their 
support. 

* Mr. Gunning said,*It is only oiice in 
seven years, that we can comment on the a 
language and conduct of the Teller of the 
Exchequer without tlie risk of his sending 
us to Newgate. Let us not lose the oppor¬ 
tunity, now we have him in a TANGIBLE ' 
SHAPE. It is not my intention to review 
the whole of his political career, that would 
be an unnecessary waste of your time, for 
the former part of his conduct, has been 
entirely of a piece with the latter, he has 
the merit of consistency and perseverance, 
but it is consistency in error, perseverance 
in doing wrong.—Of his early conduct, 
therefore, I shall merely observe, that of 
every oppressive and'unconstitutional mea- 
' sure, of every measure, which had for its 
^ object to increase the burthens or dimi- 
' nish the privileges of the people, he was 
the zealous advocate., If the Liberty of 
the Press werie to be restrained, if the 
Habeas Corpus Act were to be suspended, 
if our Fellow Creatures were to be hunted 
down with bldod* hounds in the West In¬ 
dies, or torture inflicted upon our fellow 
su^ects in Ireland, the Minister was snre 
of the support of that right honourable 
gentleman: Of his conduct, when he filled 
two ve'ry important oflicei in the State, 
little need be said,' for noUiing very re- 
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markable occurrad. In the character of 
Secretary at War, he produced what was 
called the incomprehensible Cavalry Bill, 
which you all remember, Gtbntlemen, for 
it annoyed and harrassed you most griev¬ 
ously, without contributing in thealightest 
degree to the defence of the country.— 
As Secretary of State, he advised and 
justified the disgraceful and ignominious 
Treaty of Amiens; yes. Gentlemen, that 
same Mr. Yorke, who but a very short 
time before had at a County meeting ac¬ 
cused his Constituents of disaffection and 
jacobinism, forexpressing their wishes for 
peace,* that very Mr.* Yorke, who prefer¬ 
red having his body cut into a thnusanci 
meqes to going down on his bare knees to 
France, that very Mr. Yorke, so valiant in 
the Castle Yard, so cowardly in the cabi¬ 
net, dtd«a efc w tt lly go down on his bare 
knees to France, ami defended both here 
and m parliaraent,that base, that inglorious 
' measure. About^the same time he shewed 
his contempt for his Constituents, by ex¬ 
erting all the influence of the emwii, all 
the influence of the bishop of Eljs all the 
influence of Lord Hardwicke, to exclude 
from the representation a member of that 
family so long and so deservedly dear to 
this county. But it is to his conduct, 
during the last sessions, I particularly call 
your attention, when^n honourable, inde- 
' 'jgndent member (Mr. Wardle) wi'h an in¬ 
trepidity worthy of the cause in which he 
was engaged, took upon himself the awe¬ 
ful responsibility of preferring the most 
■^bshrious charges against the Duke of York. 

What was the conduct of Mr. Yorke, he 
.talked of a CONSPIRACY Oit/oting Ms 
0 um words.) Was it to be endured that 
, such insinuations should he thrown out 
against a Member, who had ofiereJ to 

E rove his allegations at the bar of that 
louse, had mentioned the nature of his 
charges, and the name.s of his witnesses, 
with a candour, an ingenuousness, 1 may 
fay incautiousness, which they did not fail 
,. to take advantage of. In spite, however of 
every artifice which a knowledge of the 
law enables bad men to practice to defeat 
the ends of justice, thgre were exposed to 
public view, scenes of the grossest corrup¬ 
tion, of the most abandoned profligacy, of 
* the most degrading meanness, of the most 
consummate hypocrisy. The contagion 
reached • every department of the state, 
npr was the Church exempted from its, 
baneful influence, for it was proved that 
not only subordinate situations, but tyen 
Deaneries and Bishoprics, (which we 
foolishly believed, the rewards of piety and 


learning) were applied for through the 
intervention of a strumpet. A great ma« 
jority in that House acquitted the Duke 
of York, and intended, it was said by some, 
to follow up that acquittal by a Vote of 
Thanks, for the manner in which he had 
discharged the duties of his high office. 
Luckily the mode of investigation they 
bad thought proper to adopt, enabled every 
man in the kingdom to form his own 
opinion—the country, for once, spoke out, 
and the Duke resigned. What was the* 
conduct of \he Teller oT the Exchequer 
during the whole of this important business, 
the most important that ever occupied the 
attention of ine*Hohse of Commons ? Was he 
not constantly assisting in all attempts to 
screen the Duke of York, to browbeat the 
witnesses, and to calumniate those who had 
the intrepidity and patriotism to stand 
forward as his accusers ? Nay, he went 
farther than any one dared to follow him. 
He actually proposed the imprisonment 
of a witness during an adjournment, by 
way of caiifion, lest any one should have 
access to her. Gentlemen, this innnstroua 
proposition was scouted even by Mr. Per¬ 
ceval, nor was there found in the House of 
Commons a single member hardy enough 
to Second it. Gentlemen, if»Mr. Yorke's 
motion had been acceded to, any of us at¬ 
tending as witnesses on an- Inclosure Bill,, 
might have been committed to custody 
for a week or a month, or as long as the 
House may think proper to adjourn. Since 
thqt time we have ever found him voting 
with the Minister; nay, when the Minister 
has been in a Minority, his faithful friend) 
the Teller of the Exchequer has been con¬ 
stantly at his side. Every motion for en¬ 
quiry into the late disastrous and calami¬ 
tous Expedition he has constantly oppnsed,. 
and when enquiry was at length resolved 
on, to deprive us as far as^was in his power 
of the benefit of that Inquiry, he shut the 
door of the House of Commons, in the 
face of the people. .Nay, that we might 
not ndstake his motives, he expre^ly 
stated that he would have done the fame 
in the Duke of York's business, if he could 
have foreseen the evidence that would 
have been produced.—Such are the'pub- 
lic services of the right honourable Charles 
Yorke! Gentlemen, it would have been 
an entertaining thing to read the Bill’de¬ 
livered by the Teller of the Exchequer 
to his friend, the Clerk of the Irons, for 
work done and performed ! The value of 
each article cannot be ascertained, but 
the sum total will be known * 1:0 a 
farthing when, we know the exact value 
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of Mr. Yorkers Binecnre--Gentlemen, 
if you suppoM it required any extra¬ 
ordinary talents to do-all ibis, you are 
mistaken; Mr. Yorke first tried the Law, 
which business he soon quitted. He then 
set up as Parliament'man, and making use 
of your credit and your capital, this ha.<i 
turned out a very profitable concern ; but 
from you,- Geiftlemen, he derived all his 
importance, for by making him a County 
Member, you enabled him to assume the 
title of an independent country gentle¬ 
man. You appointed him a guardian of 
the public parse ; in that character he has 
behaved as you have seen, ami now, with 
your money in his pockets' be has the 
hardihood to require you to place him 
again in the same situation. Gentlemen, 1 
am like, most of yourselves, aplain farmer, 
and I ask you this plain question. If a 
Shepherd whom we had appointed to 
watch the flock, had not only suffered ano¬ 
ther to steal the sheep, but had actually 
feasted with him on the mutton, and 
clothed himself with the wool,'should af¬ 
terwards have the effrontery to ask us to 
take him again into our service, what would 
be our answer ? “ No, you deceived us 
once, it will be our own faults if you de¬ 
ceive us a secc^d time.” Such, I trust, will 
be our answer to Mr. Yorke. Some of 
the right honourable gentleman’s friends, 
whilst they, lament his conduct, attempt 
to palliate it, by pleading his good inten¬ 
tions, and ascribing it to an error in judg¬ 
ment—Gentlemen, without affecting , a 
very high opinion of bi.s abilities, I must 
defend him from this charge of weakness 
and incapacity. If his object were to ob¬ 
tain your esteem, then his conduct has 
been most injudicious; but if his object 
was Ip serve himself, then, if judgment 
consists in making use of the most likely 
means to gain the end proposed, then, 
the Teller of the Exchequer ^s the most 
judicious man living. Gentlemen,! thank 
you for your -inaulgence, I have dis¬ 
charged my duty. 1 am persuaded you 
will not fail to discharge yours. 

Mb. Yokke, after some exertions, was 
allowed to cqter into an explanation of 
his public conduct. He denied tliat he 
had ever brought forward the (’avafry 
Bill alluded to, or that he was a Member 
of the Cabinet at the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Amiens. He complained that 
every thing he said in the House of Com¬ 
mons was misrepresented; and he \va.s 
ready to say then,‘as he stated before, 
that there was a Conspiracy amongst the 
Editors of the London press to misreprw- 


sent a great many of the Members of the 
House of Commons to their Constituents. 
He could appeal to Mr. Brand, to the 
Marquis of Tavistock, whether, at this 
moment, there existed not a Conspiracy 
among them not to report the speeches of 
Mr. Tierney and Mr. Windham [A laugh. ■ 
—Is that the conspiracy against the 
House of Brunswick ?”] The conspiracy' 
against the Duke of Yons was proved in a 
Coiut of Justice upon a recent trial, where 
Mr. Wardle, Glennie, and Dodd’were im- 
licated. With respect to the vote given 
y him upon the case of his Royal High¬ 
ness, it was truly con^ientious; and were 
be now upon his oath he would acquit 
him from any criminal connivance ^nd 
participation. Much had been said upon 
the Standing Order of the House of Com¬ 
mons. It was not merely intsH^-ad, that 
because the Gallery was sometimes open 
to strangers, that therefore the people of 
England had a right to be present at every 
discussion of their Representatives; in 
such case, in place of St. Stephen’s 
Chapel, Pnriiament should be assembled 
upon Salisbury Plain. These Orders of 
the House were settled shortly after the 
Revolution, by those great men whose 
conduct it would be always his pride to 
imitate.—His object in enforcing that 
Order, at the present, was to guard'against 
the gross misrepresentations, the gros." 
mistake.*, and he would say, the wilful 
misrepresentations given of the proceed¬ 
ings of the House of Commons. lie 
wished also to be considered as by no* 
means hostile to an inquiry into the late 
Expeditions, though he opposed motions « 
which were substantially a condemnation 
before inquiry. It was not necessary for 
him to enter into any defence of his ge¬ 
neral conduct [“ No indeed !”] He had 
ever been the active opposer of those who 
either at home or abroad, were endeavour¬ 
ing to destroy the greatness of Old Eng¬ 
land [Cries—“ Oil, oil’! no mock loyalty, 
no cant.”] As much misrepresentation 
was circulated about ihe nature of the 
office wliich it liatl pleased bis Majesty 
[not bis Majesty, but his Ministers] to 
confer opoii.liitn, he bi-gued to say that 
it was an ancient and honourable one, re¬ 
gulated by acts of P.irliainent, and net 
paid, as v\as illustriously stated, out of 
the public taxes. The salary was made 
up by small I’ecs levied upon every cssue 
of money from the Exchequer, and did 
not amount to more than 2,‘600L per an- 
tiuinr If the objection now against him 
was to his hohling a place, then if that 
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principle wai true, it was impossible that 
some of the most efficient officers in the 
state could sit in the legislature; a post* 
tion, the impropriety of which. it was 
needless to illustrate. He had heard that 
his exertions in Eaubrjnk Fen had ofiended 
some of his former supporters.—[A Free ¬ 
holder from the body of the Meeting 
stated, that it was true, fur his own part 
his .property had been without jiotice af¬ 
fected. He had by that cut paid already 
' ] 501. and was now in arrears 71 l.—Mr. 
Yorke, 1 had no personal object to an¬ 
swer, and I am confident every notice 
was given.—TAe Freeholder. There was 
no notice either to me or my neighbours. 
It was smuggled through in the dark. It 
was a mere job.]—Mr. Yorke concluded 
by thanking the meeting fur the favour¬ 
able he at length got. and assured 

them, that if in his public course ho had 
been mistaken, it was an error in jodg- 
' luent (murmurs, and cries — off, off", off"). 

Mr. Brand liriefly replied to some of 
the observations of the last speaker. He 
observed, that between the persons whom 
Mr. Yorke supported, and those to whom 
he (Mr. B.) was attached, there was this 
distinguishing characteristic, that the 
friends of the Right Honourable Gentle¬ 
man were ever endeavouring to excite 
one part, of the people against the other,* 

■ To propagate saspicions of disallectiun 
and treason—to excite Englishmen against 
Englishmen, was a permanent unvarying 
part of their policy. With respect to 
«... what had fallen from Mr. Yorke, relative 
to the London Editors, he had to say, 
that he considered the publicity of the 
proceedings oT the House of Common.s, in 
the manner it was given, of the most ma- 
‘ terial benefit and importance to the coun¬ 
try. It was not only beneficial, but it 
was natural that the people should be ac¬ 
quainted with the attendance, the senti¬ 
ments, and the votes of these men to 
whom they delegated iiuch a sacred au¬ 
thority. Such an anxiety was to be ex- 
** pected at all times; but if ever there was 
a period when, at least, that gratification 
should be afforded to the country, it was 
at the moment, and upon the very sub- 
•ject which the Right Honourable Gentle- 
, man selected for enforcing the Order of 
exclusion, (Loud applause.X R was at the 
moment when the country stood aghast 
with astonishment at the multiplied cala¬ 
mities which had befallen it, when the 
bravest armies that ever left the British 
shore were almost annihilated, thrft’the 
Eight Hon. Gent, shut Ae door of the 
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House, then proceeding into investiga¬ 
tion of those evils, in the face of the peo¬ 
ple. When the public hope was directed 
to those proceedings, and every man wW 
laudably and anxiously solicitous to as¬ 
certain the facts detailed in evidence, to¬ 
gether with the opinions of the respective* 
Members upon them—what danger couM 
he possibly foresee by allowing the pub¬ 
lic wish ? With respect to secrecy, a(^omV 
mittee had been already appointed, to 
whom all documents were referred, the 
communiootion of which might be dan¬ 
gerous to the public interests. At first it 
ap|)eared to arise from the inveterate 
hatred whiclf the Right Honourable Gen¬ 
tleman seems to have to publicity of all 
kinds ; but what followed after he retired 
as the Teller of the Exchequer, fully 
proved that he acted only in accordance 
with the wishes of the Ministry'. For, 
when precluded by hi.s acceptance of 
place from continuing in his seat, who 
succeeded to the pleasing duty of expell¬ 
ing the publir- ? The person who succeed¬ 
ed was one of the very administration, a 
Lord of the Admiralty (Lord Lovaine.) 
That fact was true and undeniable, and 
he that had not intellect to understand it, 
was almost incapable of conceiving any 
thing. The Right Honourable Gentle¬ 
man, Mr. Yorke, was now a Placeman, 
but he was sorry to tell him, that when he 
took that place he forfeited every title to 
public character. A public character be 
once had, and he was sorry to see it .so 
inTproperly sacrificed; because public 
characters were the best property of a 
nation. 

The Rev. George Brown, Fellow of 
Trinity College, said. Gentlemen Free* 
holders of the County of Cambrit^ge, I 
congratulate you upon the patient liear- 
ing which has at length been afiorded to 
the right honourable Teller of the u- 
chequer. 1 have listened, together with 
ourselves, attentively to his defence, and 
can only say, that if you- are satisfied 
with that defence, you are the most easily 
satisfied of any Freeholdei;s in any County- 
in England. Gentlemen, what has been 
the nature of his defence ? he has tokl you 
that his conduct has been misrepresented; 
that a conspiracy has existed among 
the newspaper reporters to misrepresent 
his speeches in parliament. Well, gen¬ 
tlemen, if the Editor of the Caipbridge 
Chronicle, a tolerably' .strenuous friend of 
the right honourable gentleman, has mis¬ 
represented his .sfiee^bes, I am very.sorry 
for it. But his votes, gentlemen, haVe not 
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|»«en misrepreiented ; thejr M iesist speak 
for thenuelve8.-~^Did he ever sanction 
with his a^Mobation, did<he ever give his 
rote for any pahlic raeasiwe, which had 
fur its object either t^ relief of the people 
from'^their opprtssiTe burdens, or the re¬ 
peal of MijKvaet which bore upon their 
rights and privileges ? ('cries qf never,never.) 
Gentlemen, I have your answer; end 1 
will now ask, is there any measure which 
tended to encroach’upon your constitu¬ 
tional freedom, but what has been sanc¬ 
tioned by his vote? I will boldly answer 
none. But gentlemen, to have done with 
misrepresentations, when the fact is clear¬ 
ly es^lished ; he has told you that if he 
flid wrong, it proceeded from an error in 
judgment, and this not once or twice, but 
often ; so then for twenty years, gentle¬ 
men, you have been content to be repre¬ 
sented by one w’ho has all along acted 
from-an error in judgment! and is he to 
be again the representative of your choice? 
Such, gentlemen, are the points of bis de¬ 
fence to which, as they had not been no¬ 
ticed by the honourable speaker who pre¬ 
ceded me, 1 thought it right to call your 
attention. But during the two Ia.st Ses¬ 
sions of Parliament what has been the 
conduct of tl^e right honourable gentle¬ 
man ? has he not given all his influence 
and all his ability to support a weak, a pro¬ 
fligate, a contemptible administration? an 
administration, which came into power by 
metansof a religious, outcry; aaetestable 
ciy, which was raised but too fatally a|^d 
ellectually in this place, but, which 1 
trust in C^, will never be heard of more. 
And how has this administration shewed 
its zeal for the sacred cause of religion ? 
did not two of the principal and most efli- 
dent jnembers of it, regardless of the laws 
of their country, and the laws of their 
God, challenge, and openly meet each 
Other in single'combat? and have not the 
pnblic measures of this administration re¬ 
duced as to the lowest ebb ? There was a 
time when the power of France was 
aiighted and scorned by us; but now it 
presonts an aspect, which alarms and inti¬ 
midates; it is no longer for glory that w'r 
are fighting, but fur our chance of exist¬ 
ence as a nation. And yet these are the 
mmn, whom the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, has supported, and, whom it ap¬ 
pears to be his fixed intention to support! 
If then, gentlemen, you are desirous to re¬ 
turn to the good, old, sound, whig, consti¬ 


tutional principles, by which your fore¬ 
fathers were moved and anfmated; and 
by which they raised themselves and their 
country to a proud pre-eminence, reject Mr. 
Charles Yorke; if you wish to rescue your 
county from the imputaticn of being a 
mere dependant borough, reject Mr. 
Charles Yorke; if you wish to mark with 
your disapprobation the conduct of the 
present ministry, reject Mr, Ch.irk*s Yorke. 
And, above all. if you wish to see estab¬ 
lished a firm, vigorous, cflicient adminis¬ 
tration ; one which, while it possesses the 
confidence of the people, shall shew itself 
not unworthy the favbur of the monarch, 
reject Mr. Charles Yorke; entwn with 
your suffrages the upright and independant 
Candidate who now stands fomard in your 
defence; secure, I say, the Flection of 
Lord Francis Godolphin Oshosie, and 
close the avenues of corruption for ever. 

The Marquis of Tavistock. In answer 
to what has fallen from,the right hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Yorke), I beg leave to 
say, that if he had boldly and manfully 
aecepted a constitutional place in the 
Councils of bis Sovereign, his conduct 
would nut be exposed to the animadver¬ 
sion w'hicli it is this day. In such case 
the country w'ould be secured in some 
degree by his responsibility, and hr him¬ 
self would have the satisfaction to feci that 
if at any time a difference of opinin»* 
should take place between him and his 
official colleagues, it would be open for 
him to resign his place, and to conform to 
the dictates of his own judgment. Buf 
he now stands in a quite contrary situa¬ 
tion. He is the hired advocate of Minis¬ 
ters, and has received his retaining for 
(reiterated a^lause). He must now defend 
their errors and palliate their ignorance. 
He eaimot abandon them without incur¬ 
ring the imputation of that worst vice of 
which human nature is susceptible—in¬ 
gratitude (laud cheering.) 

The High Sheriff'then put the question, 
when on a show of hands the numbers 
were ill a proportion of ten to one in 
favour of Lord Francis Osborne. Mr. 
Yorkers friends deipanded a poll, which 
was fixed for Friday the 1 (5th; but on 
that day Mr. Yorke thought fit to dedjne 
the contest, and Lord Francis Godolphin 
OsnORNE was declared duly elected the 
Representative of the Freehoi.de rs of 
the County of Cambridge. 
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THE GREAT LORD CHATHAM. 


Mr. Pitt, when conten<1ing for a R»‘form in Parliament, in 1782, told the H^juse, that he personally^ 
knew, that it was the opinion of his fatlir-r, that, “ without recurring to first principles iu this Tesi>ect, 
“ and establishing a more solid and equal representation of the people, by whici) the proper eonstitu- 
“ tional connection should be revived, this nation, with the best capacities for giaiidenr atwl happine«s 
“ of any on the face of the earth, must be confounded with the mass of those whose liberties were lu.t 
“ in the corruptiuu of the people.” ^ 

MR. PITT. 


“ The defect of repre'entation is the national disease; and unless you apply a remedy directly to 
“ that diseam, you must inevitably take the consecpiences with which it is pregnant. Without a Par- 
" liamcntary Reform the nation will lie plunged into new wars.;'without a Parliamentary Kofurm yon 
cannot be safe agaiui-t bad ministers, nor can even good ministers be of use to you. No buuett 
* man can, according to the pi esent system, continue minister.”- Ma. Pitt’s Speech, 1732. 
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“Summary of polfhcs. - 


Jubilee Parliament. -That House, 

that Honoursbfe House, that self same 
Assembly, that far famed body of men, who, 
in the blessed forty ninth year, oven in the 
year of Jubilee, refused to censure the 
Duke of Y^ork, and also refo.«cd to ocnsiuc 
Lord CaKtlerea£;h, and even to inquire into 
the conduct of Henry Wellesley, and Mr. 
Perceval, all three of whom stood distinctly 
charg’ed with having trafficked in Sealskin 
that same Honourable House; that House, 
that Honourable House, has, at last, come 
to a decision, relative to the policy and 
conduct of the iValcha-cn Expedition; 
and, that decision is, that the ministers, 
who planned the Expedition, who sent it 
fortlfj and who kept it there so long, are 
not only not -worthy of censure for this part 
of their measures, but, on the contrary, 

toorthy qfpraise. -An Inquiry, at the bar 

of the House, has been going on ever since 
the beginning of February. The evidence 
being closed about a fortnight ago, the 
members of the Monourabli* House began, 
last Monday week* their debates upon it, 
which debates they close,»l on the following 
Friday, March the UOth, when they di¬ 
vided as follows: 

For censuring the undertaking of the 
Expedition 227 

Against such censure - - - - - 275 

Majority for the Ministers - - 48 
For nppTomng of the undertaking of 


the Expedition ----- - 272 

Against such approbation - - - - 232 


Majority for the Miniftcfs - - 40 


I For censuring the keeping of our sol¬ 
diers so long in Walcheren - - 224 

Against such censure . - . . . 275 

Majority for the Mini.sters - - 51 

f - 

For approving of the keeping of our 
Soldiers so long in Walcheren - - 253 
Against such approbation - - - - 232 

Majority for the Mipisters - - 21 

There is no occasion for me t6 saj'^ much 
qpon this subject, at least, by way of com¬ 
ment upon cither the debaiings or the votings. 
As to the debaiings, the mind of every man 
,in the country was made up, long before, 
very long indeed before those debaiings be¬ 
gan ; and, as to the votings, they speakfor 
themselves, and, in most eloquent and 

convincing language do they speak.- 

But, the result of this grand parliamentary 
conflict is very interesting as antillustra- 
tion of certain doctrines, held by the most 
strenuous opponents of Parliamentary Re¬ 
form. I, for my pari, do not think it 
worth while to give any opinion upon, or 
to say a word about, the dreadful Expedi¬ 
tion to Walcheren, in any other way than 
as the result of the Inquir}’, respecting h, 
bears upon the grand question of Domestic 
Reform, without which, a great majority 
pf the nation is convinced, no change 
of ministers would give us a chance of 
any permanent good to the country at 
large.-The'men, wlip oppose the pre¬ 

sent ministers, are also tJie opponents of 
us, who are for a Reform, w-ithout which 
we expect no gooil, and without which we 
^old most decidedfy, that no good cun 
come to UR, worthy of a moment’s atten- 
R 









5151 POIJrnCAL REGlSTER.~.A<&#rePar/ 2 amffl^ {516 


tion. To be sure« both parties, the INS 
and the OUTS, are opposed to such Ke> 
form; but it is, at present, ooly the OUTS 
that make representations respecting the 
conduct of the Honourable House; and, 
therefore, it is with them, that we have 

now more immediately to do.-There 

are tWo notable pieces, upon record, 
coihing from the mouths and the pens of 
these our a4versaries. The first is a Speech 
qf Mr. Pmsmby, and the second, an article 
in the Edinburgh Revitv}.——lSllr. Ponsonby 
is looked upon as Captain General of the 
regularly disciplined and embodied army 
of Opposition ; and, the Edinburgh Re¬ 
viewers may be regarded as Auxiliaries in 
the same cause, the very heart’s blood and 
soul of which, is, a prospect of place and 
profit.-—‘Mr. Ponsonby, at the time 
when Mr. Madocks made his motion for 
an Inquiry into the selling Seats, both 
ttatedpnd spoke against inquiry into the con¬ 
duct of Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Perceval, 
though Mr. Madocks pledged himself to 
prove the truth of his charge. So far from 
appearing to think, that the country ought 
to be dissatisfied with that refusal to in¬ 
quire, Mr. Ponsonby appeared to think, 
that the country had no right to meddle 
with such matters ; and, the Honourable 
House resolved, 310 to 85, that they would 

enter upon no inquiry into the matter. - 

Very well: but, now, bearing this in mind. 
Jet us bear what Mr. JPonsonby said about 
inquiry, relative tc the Walcheren Expe¬ 
dition. His words are of great import¬ 
ance here. They are, remember, words 
coming from one of those, who voted 
against inquiry, when the Charge, against 
the very same ministers, was, having sold, 

actually sold. Seats in Parliament.- 

“ An Inquiry,” he said, " was indeed ne- 
“ cessary ; not however to ascertain whe- 
tber the Expedition was a calamity or 
** not, but to ascertain to whom the ca- 
*• lamity was imputable. This was the 
"only object of tlie proposed Inquiry, 
and condemnation would of course fi>l- 
" low the discovery. Condemnation of 
" the culprit, whoever he might be, was 
“ indeed imperiously demanded,—" The 
" enemy* has declared {said Mr. Pon, 
"sonby) that the Genius of France con- 
" ducted the British army to perish in 
‘ ** the pestilential marshes of Walcheren.” 
"No; it was not the Genius of France, 
" but the Demon England —a weak, 

" divided, distracted, and incapable ad- 
" ministration ; iU thbught of by all, and 
" suspected by themselves} 'contemned 


" by the countr;^, and divided against one 
" another ; their very leader—-he who 
** commanded the finances of the nation. 
" declaring himself innocent because he 
was ignorant. Behol'd the picture of a 
" British Ministry • Why should Buo- 
" naparte wage hostility against the coun- 
" try of which such men are the Minis- 
" ters ? What need has he of his great 
" power and-talents to cope with their in- 
** sinreritv to themselves, and their inca- 
“ pacity m their offices ? men who were 
" unanimous that theirinefficient colleague 
" should be dismissed, yet allowed him to 
" remain in power—allowed him to con- 
" duct the greatest Expedition which 
" ever left our coast, on which the eyes of 
'* England were fixed, and the fate of 
" Europe depended— lest they should hurt 
“ /lis feelings! Men who were eWHiUt to 
” send our brave soldiers to their grave— 
" content to squander the treasures of the 
“ counti y—content to tarnish our national 
“ name, in the hope of finding some co- 
“ lourable pretext for reconciling the Noble 
" Lord’s feelings to his incapachy Where 
“ was their consideration for the honour 
" of their country ? Where for the fame 
" of the army ? Where for the feelings 
" of the people who had committed such 
" a trust into their hands ? and yet now 
" is it to be endured, that one of those men 
" sliould be transferred to the head of the 
" present Administration, and demanding 
“ the confidence of that house, desire it to 
“ abstain from all inquiry into their mia- 
" fortunes, till he should think proper te 
“ give it his information. We have in- 
" deed experienced many -calamities. 
" We have tolerated inuumerable sufier- 
" ings and’privations ; but it this demand 
" is this night acceded to ; if such a mi- 
•f uistiT obtains the confidence of this 
" house, then malignant men enough may 
be found in the nation, to pronounce its 
"greatest calamity— Such a. House ot 
“ Commons !”-Very well, the Honoura¬ 

ble House has now enquired, and decided. 
They have decided, too, that there was 
no ground for censure; and, instead of 
censure, that there was ground for t^pro~ 
bation. The House have decided, not 
only that the sending forth of the Expedi¬ 
tion was not wrong, but that it was right, 
and that it was riipa also to keep the Sol- 
diers in Walcheren, after the sickness 
began to make its dreadful ravages. Now, 
then, upon what ground is it that Mr. Pon-' 
sonby jind bis party can call “upon the 
people to make applications for the rmeval 
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thote minuter*, who planned, executed, 
and perseT^ited in tbe!&pedvtion I Ground 
enough upon the principlea of the Rtfor- 
mists ; but, upon no otherprinciples what¬ 
ever.-^But, now let us hear the Eoin- 

BUBCH Revieweks, who abused the Re¬ 
formists, and who, in their very last Num¬ 
ber, have represented them as little better 
than anarcJtUt*. These Reviewers, who 
have been but very little •other than 
mere political partizans; mere tools in 
the hands of the Opposition; these men, 
some of whom have been stuffed into the 
Honourable House and into places, have 
been the most aciive. opponents of Reform 
of Parliament. Let us now, therefore, hear 
what they said, when they were looking 
forward to the result of the Inquiry which 
has now taken place.—The passage, which 
I am.idt:9ut to insert, is from “ Remarks 
upon the Conduct of the War” publish¬ 
ed by them in the Number for October last. 

> - They” (the partizans of the minis¬ 
ters) “have admitted all their failurestolie 
“ complete and fatal; they have con- 
“ fessecl, that the opportunities which they 
“ have lost will in all likelihood never re- 
“ turn. After a few wretched attempts 
“ to divide the blame among themselves, 

“ in shares different from those in which* 
“ the country^is disposed to apportion it, 

“ thTey have beeir compelled to allow that 
" among themselves it must all be divid- 
“ ed, and upon them alone must the re- 
“ spousibility rest. They have not dared 
“ to deny, that the prospects of the Con- 
“ tinent are become more dismal than 
" ever ; that its confidence in England is 
“ gone; that the map of Europe, from 
“ Moscow to Paris, and from Lapland to 
“ Calabria, offers to the eye only a col- 
“ lection of States, aggrandized by her 
“ hostility, or ruined by the perilous 
“ bounty of her alliance. Abroad and 
** at home—^which way soever the eye 
can turn, our rulers have amply admitt- : 
“ ed, that our afiairs are only not despe- 
" rate, and have themselves come for- 
ward to declare, that the empire is re- 
“ duced to a state of difficulty, from which 
“ there can be at least no precedent of 
“ its ever having escaped, in former times. 

“ And after all these confessions, their 
only excuse, the only attempt they 
“ make to regain the* cmfidence of the 
** people, is to tell us, “ that the King has 
** reigned fifty j^ars.” They have ruined 
“ dur allies; they have failed in every 
" plan: they have brought us through 
if slaujg;hter and dugrat;*, loaded*with ig- 


" nominy, and weighed down with almost 
intolerable burdens—to the very -hri^nh 
" of destruction but the King is very 
" old,* and ‘ he has reigned above bsdf» 

“ century.*-r-It now remains to be seen, 

“ whether that Pabliambnt, which stands in 
** no need qf rtformation—which is a fair 
“ represeMatioc of the people qf J^gland — 
which speaks the senttments qf the country 
" —will be satisfied with this set-off; 

“ and once more acquit the ^Ministers of 
” all blame for their recent mismanajge- 
“ menu Holding, in common with the 
” Parliament itself, the doctrine of its 
“ purity and of its sufficiency to save the 
“ State, vre *cannot anticipate such a de* 

“ cision. But if, unhappily, we should 
“ find ourselves mistaken; if, again,every 
measure and every minister be covered 
“ over with its approbation, then we will 
" venture to predict, not that the Govehtment 
“ is acquitted, but THAT THE PARLIA- 
" MENT STANDS CONDEMNED; and 
'* we shall most unwillingly be compelled to 
•• appear in the foremost rank those who 
“ must acknowledge that they are convinced 
“ and converted. For it is needless to dis- 
guise the matter. A refusal to punish 
“ the authors of our misfortunes can only 
“ mean one of two things-^ither that 
“ there has been no bldme ineurred—or 
“ that it is inexpedient to declare it, be- 
“ cause such a resolution would drive.the 
“ guilty persons from the Government. 

" In the one case;'- the Parliament will 
“ show that it is not Uie Representative of 
“ the Country; in the other,.we shall have 
" a conclusive proof that the Ministers of 
“ the Crown are irremoveable. The re- 
“ sponsibiliiy qf her rulers, that fairest fea- 
“ ture in the theory of the Constitution, 

“ will be no longer even aname, wherewithal 
“ to round parliamentary periods; and 
“ the people will thenc^orward recognise, 

“ in the great Council of the Nation, not 
“ the guardian qf their interests, and the 
“ chanynanqf thdr righs, but a well contrived 
“ instrument qftaxatitm, —^Tbe consequences 
“ of such a decision, therefore, yvill be 
“ productive of incalculable mischief; it 
" will compile the aismaiion qf the Coa»- 
“ try from the Government, and shame away 
•• tlte boldest defenders qf the present /ystemf*- 

-This was.what they said. These warm , 

the words of a set of writers, " ho, in the^ 
very last Number, have had the impn^ 
dence to talk about what they call the 
violence of Sir Francis Burdett and. hU 
followers; and who have had the dupli¬ 
city, in that svne Number, tq callupen 
R 2 
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Whigs to step forward, and save the 
^ufttry Wdtn that violence, which, they 
aii^ to beliete, is'likely to fear the 

** monarchy'* to atoms.-1 beg the rea- 

-dm-to observe hefe, that this article was 
published hefere thb parliannent met, and, 
of course, before any inquiry could have 
beeh i^n'. These writers say {before 
tbe'mqmry has been begun), jf theparlia- 
rnaa does not punish tlu ministers^ we will 
^en say, that the parliament itself is a 
m»trupt and worse-than'Useless body, 
^hese gentlemen wish the ministers to be 
■punished; and, if the parliament should 
ant punish them, they say, that, in such 
ease, Aey predict, " not that the govern- 
** ment is acquired, but that the Iparlia- 
*• ment stands condemned; that responsibi-- 
** lily will no lono^ exist, even in name; that, 
" thenceforward the people will recog- 
■** nize, in the great council of the nation, 
** not the guardian of their interests and 
** the champion of their rights, but a ivell- 
contrired mstrmient qf taxation; and that, 
" the consequences of not punishing the' 
•• ministers will be productive of incalcu-' 
lable mischief, and w'ill complete the all- 
" enation of the country from the government, 
** and shame away the boldest defenders of the 
" present system. ——Well ; the ministers 
are not pimished by the parliament. They 
are not only not punished, but not cen- 
Bured. Nay, the very acts, for which the 
Reviewers say they ought to be punished, 
have received the amrobation of parlia¬ 
ment-Oil! how I long to see tlie next, 

Number of the Edinburgh Review! What 
will its authors now Say ? Will they now 
assert positively vrliat they before asserted 
conditionally ? Or will they eat their 
■Words as fast as decency ivill permit? 
'The wary loons thought there was no 
■danger in their predictions of October 
'last; they thought they were quite sure, 
'■Cfler the pistolling match of tiio privy- 
COunsellnrs, that the ministry couid not 
stand ; tliey thetn^t^lvcs bad not the small¬ 
est idea of the vast pow.ers of that influ¬ 
ence, which they iidd before described as 
necessary for the support 6f " our goodly 
** febrh;* of government; ’ they wrote, 
in feet, just after the Putney Heath duel, 
‘had’ taken place, at a moment when’all 
the shallow-brained politicians looked upon 
a'total chaijjge of ministry as certain; or, 
never would they have''wr!lten as they 
did,*—-But (addressing myself now to 
riWT«^<xentIemen, will ^ou 'now sttmd to 
yowrioord t Will yofi ’^now say, »»that 
‘“t&e Parliupteni Hands tondenmed; that 


" responsibility is a complete sham ; that the 
" Parliament is not the guasdian of the 
" people’s interests and rights, but merely 
** a toell'Contrived mstrument tf taxation; 
" and that the recent decision Aaa com- 
” pleted the alimatwn qfthe people from the 
“ govemmait f” Will you now say this ? 
Your answer is uncertain; but, one of 
three things is very certain; namely, 
that you wiM now make this charge against 
the Parliament, or that you will retract 
your charges against the ministers, or that 
you will prove yourselves to be amongst 

the Very basest of mankind.-If the first, 

then you have something more to do, in 
fulfilment of your promises to the pub¬ 
lic. You have then openly and zealously 
to join those, who call for a Reform of the 
Parliament; you have then to *' appear 
" in the foremost rank of those, WHO must 
acknowledge that they are convinced and 
" converted** Welcome you certainly will 
be unto us; but, let us hope^ that we shall 
hear no more of that fine-spun politico- 
philosophy, which discovered so many 

beauties in corruption.-Now, as to the 

decision itself, which is, at the same time, a 
decision in favour of the ministry*s continu¬ 
ation in power, what is it to the nation, 
unless some prospect of belter treatment 
had been held out by the Opposition ? 
During the whole of these long debates, 
not a man of them has, that I have heard 
of, expressed one single sentiment in fa¬ 
vour of the people. They have made no 
advances towards the people : but, on the 
contrary, have pretty clearly demon¬ 
strated, that they still entertain all those 
feelings and views, which, on the ever- 
memorable 12th of May in the year of Ju¬ 
bilee, induced them to echo back the cry 
of “ Make a Stand!** Make a stand! " ft 
‘f is time to make a stand against popular 
“ encroachment !** Popular encroachment! 
Yes, they did, both sides of the Honour¬ 
able House did, call it-" popular encroach- 
"^uent,” when a member oftered to prove, 
that the king’s servants had sold a &at in 
that House : the open, fair, explicit de¬ 
claration, that this offence had been com¬ 
mitted, and an ofl’er to give proof of it at 
the bar of the* House; this was termed 
"popular encroachment** and the House, 
3H) to S.'j, voted that the member’s proofs 
should not be prodheed at their bar.—— 
’Borne down, as the people hiave been, 
still they have some recollection; and, 
" while memory holds hei* seat” in their 
brain, never will they, or can they, forget 
the treatment they ieceired in the night 
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of the 11th and the morning of the 12th 
of May, in the year of Jubilee. Let 
any man, who has the common feel¬ 
ings of a man, look back to the proceed¬ 
ings of that night, as they stand recorded 
in Vol.XV, page 737, of the Political 
Recisteil, and then wonder, it he can, 
that the people care nothing at all about 

which party is in power.-The peo- 

pie do not stir*’ say the OuTS; and, 
they have the impudence ; the barefaced 
impudence; the profligate assurance ; the 
base insolence, to ascribe this inactivity, 
on the part of the. people, to the people s 
being corrupt; to the circumstance of cor¬ 
ruption being " more dense at the bottom 
than at the tojf.'' Stir! What should 
the people stir^r?——The Morning 
Chrois^e of the 2nd instant, has an arti¬ 
cle, upon this subject, well worthy of no¬ 
tice.——“ It was universally reported yes- 
** terday, that a change in his majesty’s 
councils is forthwith to take place ; and 
it is expected that the house will ad- 
" journ for a few days to give time for the 
" arrangement, and for the rc-elcction of 
" the new ministers.—-It may, however, 
be only street report, and have its rise 
“ in the deep conviction on the public mind, 
“ that though with an apparent majority on 
** Friday night ministers were in veMty 
beaten. Whatever may be their deler- 
mination on the event of the impiiry, 
** whether pertinaciously to adhere to oHicc 
" as they are, or by some miserable 
" changes of place, or by some disgrai’e- 
ful compromises of principle, to make 
“ up a hotch-potch of convicted impudence 
“ with tried delinquency, it is high time for 
" the counties and great cities of the united 
*• kingdom to meet and carry their case of 
" the public situation of the empire to the feet 
*• qf the throne, m the last means of retriev- 
ing his majesty’s affairs, and effecting 

" the salvation of the empire.”-One 

can hardly say, positively, what is meant 
by the Counties and Great Cities meeting 
and " carfymg their case qf the public situa- 
tion qf the Empire to the feet of the 
" Thronebu', if the English of it be, 
as 1 suppose it is, fhnt it is high time for 
the Counties and Great Cities to meet and 
petition the King to turn out the INS 
and put the OUTS their places, the 
Morping Chronicle may be perfectly sa¬ 
tisfied, that the Counties and Great Cities 
•wiil'do^ no jiuch thing; until the OUTS 
shall give the people a specific pledge, that 
they will do their utmost to procufe a Re¬ 
form in the Represeotattoa of the people. 


Irhis is the condition, and ih^.solc cq/fibs 
lion, upon wnioh the people can jbe, M®- 
vailed upon to " stir” in favour of aj^ .set 

of public men-^What does Mr. Perry 

say ill this very paragraph ? Why, ,h« 
says, in plain meaning, that the minister# 
have been convicted o*' impudence, and that 
they are tried delmquehts. Well! If this 
be true; and if the House have, neverthe- 
less, acquitted them, and, not only ac¬ 
quitted them, but expressed its approbation 
^ their jconduct: if this be so : if Mr. 
Perry’s description be a true Qi\c,for what 
would bci have the people stir i " To carry 
“ their case Of the public situation of the 
“Empire to the feet of the Throne.” 
But, what is this ? Why use this law-like 
jargon, if not for the purpose of disguising 
the real meaning ? “ The case of thep« 6 /ic 
“ situation of the Empire.” And why the 
pompous word empire ? It is a kingdom that 
we live in and no Empire. Our sovereiga 
is a king and no Emperor. But, of late 
days, “ «>ur Geese arc all become Swans.” 
Our language is fa.st becoming sublimated 
out of its senses. Every one above a mere 
liatulicraftsinanis au“ esquire;” the womca 
down to the very sqpllion wenches, are all 
“ the ladies;” our country ,,\vliich has en¬ 
joyed so much happiness und renown under 
the title oi Kingdom, is no\v,.it secms,^to he 
called an Empire: and, we jiave, God 
prese.rveus! an “ ImperialPahliament!’* 

-To return from this digression, int« 

which I was dragged by the use of the 
*word Empire, for wiMt, I again ask, should 
any of the people stir, in the way of peti¬ 
tion to tile throne, if the ministers, who 
have been appreved of by tj^e House of 
Commons, really be what 1^. Peiry has 
dcsciibed them to be ? What would be the 
use, in that case, of petitioning dgeUnst the 
ministers ? What good purpose could it 
answer P whilt would there be in it? 

-^I mean no disrespect towards Mr. 

Perry ; but, really, there does not appear 
to me to be common sense in the proposi¬ 
tion. Let us try it a little. Petition tlie 
King. The Counties and Great Cities are 
called upon to bestir themselves; they are 
told, that it is “ high time” for them to go 
*lo the feet of the Throne wilh petitions ^ 
but, for tvlutt f What are the Counties ai^ 
Great Cities to ask at the hands ol Uieir 
king ? W^hy, Me. Perry clearly wishes 
them to ask for the disroission ol the pre¬ 
sent ministers. The king's answer wmsOd, 
doubtless, be: “ No; 1 cannot thi^. -oJi 
“ tliat, because /lie House of Commons, 
“ your r^resenttuives, have« after k moitth’'c 
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** iuqairy, and a week’s debating, decided, 
** fllat my servants have done nothing 
"wrong; and, instead of censore, your 
" said rqir&mtativea have conferred on my 
" servants decided approbation.” Would 
not this shot, would it not glue up, the 
mouths of the Counties and Great Cities ? 
What man of them all would have the 
folly to pretend that such answer was not 

satisfactory?-Would you, Mr.Perry, 

say, in reply : " Yes, but, may it please 
" your Majesty, though your servants had 
" an apparent majority, they were, in 
•• reaiitp, beaten ?” Perhaps you might 
say this, and, repeating the woVds of your 
own paper of the 3rd instant, you might 

add :-" That, when the list of the ma- 

" jority, who voted in favour of ministers, 
" on Saturday morning, is examined, it 
** will be found that the advisers of the 
" Expedition have no cause for triumph; 

that the number of persons holdingpoUtical 
*' < 2 ^ces,those who held similar offices when 
•• the Expedition was undertaken, together 
with pel sons holding places in the household 
** during pleasure, and the sons and bro- 
thers qf persons holding offices during plea~ 
sure or relatives of the four Advisers, 
“ amounts to' Seventy-thuek ; and that 
•* there are also to be added to these, Gc- 
** nerdls on the Staff, and persons holding of- 
•*ffeesimmediatefy connected with Government, 
" and the number of whom, as will be 
" seen by the list published yesterday, is 

*• very considerable.”-Whereunto the 

king would have no hesitation in answering 
in words somewhat to this amount— 
" Oh ! so, then, it is not of my servants 
" that you do, in fact, complain, so much 
" as of my ■‘Ihithful Commons, and of my 
people’s representatives. And, not so 
much of their conduct upon this occasion 
" as of the manner in which the House of' 
" Commons is constituted. Your complaint 
•• is, in fact, that the House contains a 
great number of person?, who, from their 
** situations under the crown, must na- 
** turally be under the immediate controul 
** of my servants. This is a very cogent 
•" reason for an application to me for a re- 
" commendation to the House to reforn\ 
** itself; but, no reason at all for an 
" application to me to turn out my 
*• presept servants; because, whoever I 
** should appoint in their room would, if 
" your allegations be true and your in- 
" wrencesfair, have just as many members 
" under their immedihte controul as are 
under the immediate tcontroul of my 
* present servants; and, therefore, it is 


" as clear as the sun at noon day, that, as 
" far as relates to the subject of your pre- 
" sent application, at mere changing of my 
" servants would produce no public good, 
" no secuiity, no chance of advantage, 
" nothing that would, in any degree, re- 
dound to the honour of n>y crown or to 

“ the happiness of my people.”-Now, 

Mr. Perry,, though the Attorney General 
complimented yon, and with great justice, 
on your ingenuity, 1 do not believe you 
possessed of ingenuity enough to make 
even a show of reply to this. In short, 
you would find yourself penned up so 
completely, that you must either retire in 
silence, or say, at once : “ Well, may it, 
" then, please your Majesty, to change 
“ your servants and to recommend a Re- 
** form of the House at the sana*«/ime.”^ 

-To this the king would, doubtless, 

answer: “Here again, your application 
“ does not appear to be warranted by 
“ sound reason, if you mean, that 1 should 
“ choose as my new servants, those who 
" were lately my servants; for, though £ 
“ find their names in your list of the mi- 
“ nority upon the last great Votings, I 
“ cannot but bear in mind, that they are 
« not, any more than my present serv- 
“ ants, friendly to that Reform, for which 
“ you now apply ; but, on the contrary, 
are the persons w’ho have the most fu- 
*• riously attacked all those, who have 
" stood forward to call for such Reform. 

-Therefore, first, a compliance with 

“ your application for a change of my 
“ .servants, would, as appears from your 
•• own statement, be of no use, unaccom- 
panied with a recommendation of a 
“ Reform of the House of Commons; 
“ and, secondly, a cocnpliance with your 
application for a change of my servants, 
“ accompanied with such recommenda- 
“ tioD, would be of no use, utiless 1 were to 
“ choose my new servants from amongst 
“ those, to whom your friends.are more 
“ directly opposed, and towards whom 
“ they evince more bitterness than towards 

my present servants.”-^There can 

be no answer found tp this. Even the 
metaphysics of.the Edinburgh Reviewers 
would not afford the means of forming, 
of kneading uji, even a quirk to bear 

against it.-R^iculous, however, as 

this notion of petitioning the king is, it 
has, I see, the sanction of the Chairman 
ata recent meeting ofthat poor old Rump, 
called ^he Whig Club. Lord Holland, 
who was th6 Chairman alluded to, is re¬ 
presented as having said *■< that, since ha 
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** last had the honour to meet the Club, 
* the country had witnessed the melaO' 

** choly result of the most expensive and 
** the most .enormous expediiton that this 
** country had ever sent out. He would 
" not speak of its conduct nor of its dis- 
** asters, but he must say that it had pro- 
" duced the effect of making a sensible 
" impression on the minds of^he people ; 

" and he could plainly perceive a more active 
•• and lively interest avowed in every part 
" of the kingdom, than had been visible 
^ at any former period of the present 
« war. Whether in the present state of 
" their feelings, they would be satisfied 
•• with the result qfthe Inquiry tiiat had tyken 
place on the eitpedltion that had ended 
*' BO fatally, he could not take upon him* 
" self.-te^determine ; but this he was sure 
•* of, that if they were not satisfied with 
“ that result, it was a duty which they 
" owed to themselves, to their King, and 
“ to posterity, to avow their sentiments 
" in a public constitutional manner ;— 
" not in holes and corners—but in public 
** meetings of the counties and cities—and to 
** carry the resolutions of such meetings to 
the foot of the Throne. He liad full and 
" entire confidence that this duty they. 

would perform with the same spirit of 
“ iiffiependence and patriotism as had tUs- 
" tinguished the Common Council of the 
" first city of the emtiire, as well as the 
** county of Berks, lie ronriuded with 
thanking the company for the high ho- 
" nour they had conferred upon him.”* 

-Oh, no ! my Lord, even your voice 

will not rpuze the people to meddle with 
any such matter. The people have form¬ 
ed a very just opinion, as to the result of 
the Inquiry; the people know all about 
that matter full as well as your lordship 
and Messrs. Horner, Brougham & Co. but, 
there are- a great many of the people, 
amongst whom I am one, who would as 
lief, whd would rather, be ruled by a 
bench, of English Lawyers, than by a 
Smack-load of Writers to the Signet, 
though imported under the auspices of 
your lordship’s wisdom. No, no, my 
ford, we are not to be sef on; we are not 
to be hallooed into petitions to the king,' 
that he would be graciously pleased to 
assign us over ta the Crucibles of the 
Edinburgh Philosophers. No, my lord, 
be assured, that not a man will stir, ex¬ 
cept it be for a Reform of the Parliament. 

-^The people, my lord, bear in mind 

vbat was said by the Edinburglf Philoso¬ 
phers and by their followers in parlia¬ 


ment, about iheiT Addresses to Mr. War- 
dk. The people bear in mind, that your 
party scoffed at those Addresses. The 
people bear in mind, that the voice heard 
in those Addresses was denominated, by 
your party, ” popular clamour/* The 
people bear in mind the speeches of the 
Whigs upon Mr. Mad^ks’s motion. The 
people bear in mind' the exultation, the 
boundless joy, the extacy of delight, vi¬ 
sible in your party when all sorts of base¬ 
ness combined had succeeded in exhibit¬ 
ing Mr. Wardle to the public, for a few 
weeks, in a light disadvantageous to his 
character.. *The people bear in mind 
how, at that moment, the malice of 
your party sprang forth, like a viper 
warmed into activity by a casual hot 
day. The people bear all the.se things 
in mind ; and, what must the people then 
be, if they could be persuaded to petition 
the king to take your party into power ? 

-^You talk, my lord, about the people 

not beipg satisfied with the recent deci¬ 
sion ; but, not a word do you say about 
a Rrform of Parliament, That you cau¬ 
tiously avoid. It is, however, too much ; 
it is, indeed, tod jmuch for ’ me to waste 
mine and my readers time upon what you 
did say, or what you did not say, at the 
wretched Club : it is going a little too far 
to suppose, even for one moment, that any 
‘thing said at that Club could have an in¬ 
fluence upon the country, or any part of 

the country.-“When I was in London, 

the other day, I met w'ith persons to say 
to me; « but, now, really, Cobbett, do 
“ you not think, that the aflairs of the 
“ nation would be carried on a little better, 

" if the late ministry were recalled to 
" power.” From the bottom of my 
soul I answer now, as I did tlfen, 1 DO 
NOTv, Would they endeavour to take ofl’ 
any of the taxes f What should induce 
us*to suppose it ? Did they ever use any 
endeavours of the sort ? Nay, and I beg 
the reader lb mark it well, have they not, 
as if sure of the reins of power, taken 
care, beforehand, to endeavour to throw 
all the slurs possible upon the./inflnpw/pro¬ 
positions of Mr. Wardk, and to sink that 
gentleman in a comparison with Mr. Hus- 

kisson-In short, they are now »^ 

party, they are still a party, but, as their 
hungry expectants lamentinglj^ observe 
" without either power or popularity 
neither of which will they again possess, 
till they cordially join the people in 
their endeavoyrs to obtain rmirm'; not 
what is called an teconomic^reform 



not any sham of that sort; but a reform ! 
of the Commons House of Parliament, 
agreeably to the principles of the consti- 
tutipn; , Sir Francis Bubdett, in his 
speech upon the Walchereii Inquiry, is, 
in the'news-papers, reported to have said, 
by way of conclusion," That he should 
" now TOte heartily for the resolutions, 
*' and the only repugnance which he felt 
" was, at their not going to an impeach- 
" ment and Court ISlartial. When he' 
sarid this, however, he declared tie saw no 
** good to the country fr'om the dismissal qf 
*• Ministers, unless it was followed by a 
total change qf measures. If \ye wished 
to be rescued from our present perilous 
*• situation, we must have It^orm —Ke- 
“ form, which would re vive and re-esta- 
" blish the ancient fundamental principles 
of our Constitution. Unless this was ob- 
" tained, neither himself nor the country 
" tvould be satistied. From the folly of 
“ not demanding this arose all our cala- 
" milies. From it arose this Kxpedition — 
“ this child qf corruption, expiring by its own 
“ inherent imbecility. All their calamities, 
" ail their disgraces, were deiivcd from 
" the watit of a fair and equal represenla- 
“ tion. To that, and that alone, the peo- 
“ pie ought to looJ:—it would be folly to 
expect re'iiei from any other cause. If 
this «as obtained, they would uo longer 
“ see Ministerial weaknes-; wi'rking an 
'* abandoned prostitution. Tliis was their 
*' only avenue of escape from ruin, imminent 
ruin. P'or hini-self, lie c.irtd not, if that 
* ruin was to come, whciher it came in 
" the shape of a rotten borough, or an open 

"iron despotism.’' -These are, if I know 

any thing of them, the sentiments of the 
people cf England ; and, as the reader 
has seen, in the motto, such were the sen¬ 
timents at a time when corruption did not 
stand exposed by any thing like Mr. Ma- 
dock;$’s motion, .such were the .sentiments 
of Mr. Pitt and his F.atijek. The lime 
is now come, nhen tlie.se sentiments must 
prevail, or ruin must follow. It is quite 
useless, therefore, for any set of men to 
call'upon the people to stand forward, un- 
le.ss they ihemsolves^m declare for Par¬ 
liamentary* Reform. « Without a Par- 
“ liunentary Reform,” said Mr. Pitt, 
even good ministers can be of no use to 
*• you. According to the present sy.stem, 
no honest man can continue miniHer.” 
These are propositions asperlectly believed 
by the people of this 'C0||intry as it is pos¬ 
sible for them to believe any thing that 
can be statpd. There^ are people, like the 
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Edinburgh Reviewers, to dilute about the 
matter: but, not a man is there who, in 
his own mind, has, in my opinion, any even 

theslightestfcdoubtujion the subject.-- 

There is one point, with respect to which 1 
differ from Sm Fhancis Bukdett. He 
says, that if national ruin is to come, “he 
“ cares not, whether it come in the shape 
“ of a rotten borough, or in that of an open 
“ iron despotism.” Now, for my part, 
while 1 confidently hope, that there are 
yet loo much virtue, sense, and courage 
in the country to suffer national ruin to 
come in any shape, I in«.st .say, that if it 
were to come, I w ould ten thousand times 
ratlier see it come in the shape ol an open 
iron despotism, than in‘that of a rotten 
borough, which last is a.s much worse 
than the former as the poisoner is w orse 
than the highwayman. 

Sir Fu.^Ncls jIrruett’s Address.— Just 
at tJie mmnertt when I am writing this, 
the Ilunourablc Hou.se is, I suppose, en¬ 
tering upon the discussion, relative to this 
perlbrniance, the fame of which will live, 
when the trunks, lined with the pages of 
its critics, will have mouldered into dust. 

-ll was my intention, in this sheet, to 

have given a History of this great ques¬ 
tion, compared to which the Walcheren 
Inquiry was nothing at all, or, at mott, a 
very insignificant affair, it will, how'- 
ever, be best to postpone what I have to 
ofl'm- upon the subject, till the report of 

ihe discussion is before me.-It is a 

'grarul question. It is worthy the atten¬ 
tion of a whole country. It is not a piti¬ 
ful, peddling, party matter; not a matter 
involving any seUisli passions or interests, 
but a matter affecting every man in Eng¬ 
land, and every man who holds in. vene¬ 
ration English law. 

w«. coBBE^rr. 

Botlcy, ^th April, 1810. 

THE SIXTH VOLUME OF 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary History 

OR 

ENGLAND, 

Comprising the Period from the Acces¬ 
sion of Queen Anne, in 1702, to the Ac¬ 
cession of King George the First, in 
will be ready for Delivery on Saturday 
next. 
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EDINBURGH REVIEWER^. 

"The more Greek they knew, the greater 

knaves they were.”- Cicero de Orat. 

Wherein he commemorates this saying of 
his Father upon the Syrian Slaves, and 
which will fit any others ! 

Sir We left the Edinburgh Reviewers 
about two years ago in your Register, sus¬ 
pended upon one of the horns of a dilemma, 

’ in their own argument, where they miglit 
have usefully remained, as long as their 
crimes were remembered, a terror to bad 
reasohers and place-hunting politicians of 
every denomination. 

And in this place, for the information 
of‘those who have Aot read it, I may just 
remark, that the Essay in 1S07 of the 
Edinburgh. Reviewers, besides its intrinsic 
merits, bad very liberal objects in view; 
These were, to write down Mr. Cobbett's 
Register, to under-write, (I don't know 
for what percchlage) the rotten boroughs, 
and to write out the ministry, wliich was 
in eftect, to write in themselves and their 
friends. As the motives, however, were 
here undisguised, the conception happy, 
the execution ingenious, and the thing it¬ 
self in the course of trade, it is obvious, 
that it had points to recommend it to a 
commcA'cial country* If there was indeed, 

. any thing in it, which w'as not quite lau¬ 
dable, it consisted in the manufacturer 
having clandestinely assumed his patent 
fur a machine, the invention of another 
KTBrtinVtngcnurty, to which he had not an¬ 
nexed the slightest original addition, or 
improvemenij as a title lor his monopoly; 
which justice accordingly requires should 
now be set aside. 1 merely therefore, 
think it necessary to acquaint tlie reader, 
that in the Snd* Vol. of Paley’.s Moral 
Philosophy, (an author who may be safe¬ 
ly trusted in every department but poli¬ 
tics) in his 7tli cliapter of book the 6th, 
he will find all the aVguments, and in a 
number of instances in the very words, 
which were publi.ihed by the Reviewer.s 
(for As.) in 1S07, besides other parts of it 
again in l.SO'J, (for 6s.) as their own, with¬ 
out the slightest acknowlec^gment to the 
■ yev. author and inventor. One deviation 
indeed they have made: but it is of a na¬ 
ture lu render it doubtful, vthethcr it can 
bear aut an exclusive privilege. Paley, 
however sophistical and time-serving his 
<lpctrhie, still maintains an apparent C(>n- 
gruity; his machine pins together, will 
work, and is no where disjointed ; Hot the 
Edinburgh Reviewers, in tacking to Paley's 


hypothesis, which is general, their privatf 
attempts to vilify one particular parlia¬ 
mentary faction, (whose demerits, God 
knows, need not be exaggerated) have 
produced a paralogism, ofwbich Paley, 
priest as he was, would jiave been ashamed, 
and has never been guilty. And if the 
Reviewers, after this, claim the Essay 
as their own, be it hereby recognized, 
that their sole title to such appropriation 
consists, as I repeat, in the added absur¬ 
dity; fur,this is positively the only mate¬ 
rial thing in il, which is bond jide their 
^ own. This Essay, contrary to expectation, 
had but (as•their friend Mr.'Windham, I 
think, expresses il) sort of negative suc¬ 
cess. The circulation of Mr. Cobbett's 
Register encreased, the constitution was 
vindicated, and " No Popery” would not 
budge; things in short remained in but an 
•• un.-;atisfactory state.”—It will be re¬ 
collected, that their scope, at that time, 
was a justification of a system of “ influ¬ 
ential” (in the Scottish idiom, but which 
ill English, means, corrupt) representa¬ 
tion, by a reference to the .soil of persons, 
of whom our House of Commons actually 
was, and as they allcdged, ought to be 
goinpnsed. But it so fell out, that in the 
same Essay, the unfortuiPatc Gentlemen 
blew out their own brains, by declaring 
that tbeie was throughout the nation, a 
“VonU.mpt for public character.^, &.c. &c. 

“ &c.cxpres.sifins wliirb could only be 
referred to the vei y pet.-oii; of which the 
House of Commons «.»s, ami by their pre¬ 
viously specilud argimi' lit “ ought to be 
composed.” 'Ibis disas.er made a re¬ 
treat, with as little noise as possible, expe¬ 
dient ; they accordingly decamped in si¬ 
lence, and if they had been well advised, 
tlicy would never have atiacketl tlie cita- ' 
del of English liberty again. Their re¬ 
cent Essay, v.hich I here purpose to ad¬ 
vert upon, is a defence in the main, al¬ 
though not entirely, of a system of corrupt 
representation, by a reference to the ef¬ 
fects which a House of Commons, so con¬ 
stituted, has aided to produce, and which 
no radical change in such constitution, 
could, as they consequently allei^gc, ope¬ 
rate to remove, or even materially to ob¬ 
viate. In a word, it contains a sy^cipi of 
consolation, yvhich consists in shifimg th* 
charge of corruption and nial-administra¬ 
tion, from the parliament to the people, to 
the perverse nature of things, to fate, to 
the revolution of France, to Buonapmto, 
or the devil! Th«ir first Essay, then, if I 
hare rightly cliaracterised it, set out with 
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maintuning the. doctrine of a sort of state 
Optimism—the ^dogma of a very political 
Pangloss; their last Essay turns cat-in- 
pan, and amuses os with a kind of Pessi¬ 
mism, equally predestinated, and which 
no change ean, in the main articles, mend. 
Which of the twq approaches the nearest 
to the actual predicament of a country, 
the sport of the vicissitudes of faction, is a 
very delicate topic, which I therefore wil- 
lipgly leave to the consideration of the 
reader. For me, I shall merely apply 
the^doctrine of the law to these critical 
te.stators, and although I may occasionally 
refer to tlieir former, I shall consider their 
last Essay as their valid political will and 
testament. Having noticed the counter¬ 
hypotheses of the two Essays, I will next 
for a moment, advert to the direct self- 
contradiction in point of sheer veracity 
between them; not forgetting the curio¬ 
sity of the first having been written in 
order to convict Mr. Cobbett of self-con¬ 
tradiction. In the Essay of 1807, (or Dr. 
Pangloss’s) nothing of course could be so 
good, so very good, so perfect, so very 
perfect, as the actual system of our parlia¬ 
mentary representation. In fact, " wc 
" were governed in their parliamentary 
" capacities, by the very persons, who na- 
'* turally, in their private and individual ca- 
** pacities,” [Lord help us!] « would have 
** swayed the sentiments of a vast majority 
" of the country.” In a word, the practice 
of our representation was so adapted tg 
the order of society, and to the communi¬ 
cation so intimate between the elected 
and the constituent body of the nation, 
that the Reviewers quite explodetl the su¬ 
perfluity of reform ; but this assumption 
having.,been, as I said before, not only 
extinguished by a subsequent proposition 
of their own argument, but positively re¬ 
pelled by some public events, which took 
place after the appearance of their first 
jEssay, (the one I am here speaking of,) 
the ^otch Reviewers, from a conscientious 
conviction solely, and without any refe¬ 
rence whatever to the reflux in the tide 
of public opinion, and to the contingent 
sale of Jtheir lucubrations, have suddenly 
drawn in their horns; and they now 
roundly assert, not only, (God forgive 
them) that they actually are, but that, 
they always have been friendly to Parlia¬ 
mentary KefcM'm. However gross the 
contradiction may 'be, this then, is their 
language at present, hnd had their change 
been in pther respects silent, had they said 
no more, or had what (hey have further 


said been like this, or in this spirit, I 
should have been spared saying any thing 
-—although I must confess, that as at any 
'time, the “ Danaos dona ferentes” are cal¬ 
culated to excite apprehensions in the 
breast of a reasonable man, sa a profession 
of sincere, past as well as present, friendli¬ 
ness to reform in the mouths of these Cri¬ 
tical Statc^smen, who so lately did factious- 
ly oppose that measure, had a tendency to 
pot me upon my guard against stralagem. 
That this conclusion against the •^fasntan 
in cornu’’ is not illiberal, but is d posteriori 
fully warranted by thfeir recent practice, 

I shall shortly proceed to endeavour to con¬ 
vince the reader. Let me premise never¬ 
theless, that 1 am as aw jrc, as any man, and 
have always protested, in ordinary cases, 
against the common-place expedient, that 
to vilify an author’s motives, is not to 
answer his arguments; but where an incor¬ 
poration of political metaphysicians, vi'here 
a trading company of philosophers, where 
a copartnery of wits, where an extensive 
firm and substantial concern of criticism 
has, by force of joint stock contribution, 
gained a great credit W'ith the public, and 
by an expansive emission of its paper, 
has the means of influencing, and on many 
topics, has the just title to influence na¬ 
tional taste and opinion; where ohe secs 
such a potent association, guilty of an act 
of political craft and disingeiiuity tending 
to mislead public sentiment in concern¬ 
ments of the highest interest to the coun¬ 
try, it is the duty of any mah, hOWeVer* 
humble his pretensions, who discovers it, 
and who detects the motives in the so¬ 
phistries, to denounce both to the public. 
The author that promulgates, or maintains 
political doctrines; or the public man, 
who has the courage to prosecute any great 
measure whose tendency is to benefit his 
country, has a right (wa^ his claim barely re¬ 
ferred to the policy of society) to have the 
best motives assigned for his exertions; but 
the writer, who inculcates doctrines, cal¬ 
culated te undermine liberty, and to de¬ 
grade bis country, has a right to have the 
worst. Society has in^that case the benefit 
both of action, and re-action—for as the 
tendency of the work discredits the mo¬ 
tive, so the imputed motive in return dis¬ 
credits the wdrk-o-1 now proceed to shew 
the relevancy of my prefatory matter.; 
requesting the attention of the reader, to 
the Edinburgh Review (No. 28, article h) 
which produced it. It begins (page 277) 
with an assumption, in which most persons 
will concur with them, that, it cannot 
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'* be doubted, that there is at this moment, 
among the people of this country, a 
very strong spirit of discontent with ' 
" their government; and a very general 
** desire for a more radical reform, * (here 
it was I immediately began to suspect 
treachery !) than would be effected by 
a mere change of ministry. Facts,*' 
(or rather, as I should have called them, 
feelings), ** which must have causes, and 
“ causes adequate to their production.” 
In the next page they proceed, as usual, 
to discriminate into divisions (3 in num¬ 
ber) what has no occasion at all to be di¬ 
vided, or rather, what can justly alone be 
considered in the aggregate. And it is 
the aggregate or simple and general con¬ 
templation of the state of the country, 
which by this analytic method is conve¬ 
niently got rid of, and thrown by them 
into the back ground, or a nook of their 
Kssay, where^ they dexterously contrive 
to leave it, under the extrinsic or remote 
head of ‘‘ evils arising merely from local 
“ circumstances, or individual malversa- 
" tion.” Something in short extraneous 
to, and hanging quite loose upon the sub¬ 
ject; and they expressly except this ag¬ 
gregate (page 278) out of those 3 distinc¬ 
tions, into which, they divide their ennsi- 
deratitin of the subject, and which they eifi- 
. phatically term the three “ leading evils” 
of the country. These according to them 
are the following —'* 1st, the burden of our 
" taxes; 2d, the preponderating influence 
‘oTHie crown arising from the enormous 
“ extent of our establishments, and of the 
“ patronage consequently vested in the so- 
“ vereign ; 3d, the monopoly of political 
" power, which the very permanency and 
*' nature of the constitution has a tendency 
" to create in the hands of a small part of 
“ the nation, and the growing jealousy 
*' and disafiection, which this is likely to 
** breed in the bodyjof the people.”—But 
I should first have observed, that they 
previously raise three doubts as the ushers 
of thekr 3 distinctions. “ 1st, Whether the 
“ existing evils are capable of any reme- 
" dy. 2d. Whethfr the remedies which 
•' have been suggested, .are likely to 
prove effectual; and 3d, Whether they 
could be applied, without the hazard 
*' of greater evils, than those, which they 
" are- expected to cure.” Good God ! 
that _ there should be a doubt in these 
•times of discovery, whether the burden of 
the taxes could be lightened, or whether 
the influence of the crown upon the legis¬ 
lature would net he dtaiitiished, by the in¬ 


dependent action of a House of Cenmonf, 
representing the people, looking only to 
their constituents, and not to the minii* 
ter; or lastly and worst, that there shonM 
be a doubt whether such a genuine repre¬ 
sentation of the property, me ability and 
the sentiments or the nation, would not be 
a greater evil (for this is a strictly ^ir 
and logical interpretation of fheir doubts) 
than the evils, which such a rwresentation 
might remove ! !—Now, Sir, I despise ca¬ 
villing a» much as any man, but when, in 
the very outset of a disquisition, written 
with consummate skill and vast labour, 
I see a studte^ erroneous analysis of the 
subject to be discussed, by which the pro¬ 
position, that would peremptorily decide 
the controversy, is thrown out of sight* 
and others, merely subordinate, collateral, 
or instrumental to that one, substituted in 
its place, and usurping its importance, I 
am obliged to suspect, that there is a 
design to sophisticate, and the laws of 
good argument, as well as the interests 
of truth, in this case, imperiously require, 
that the main proposition be restored in 
the beginning to its proper place and im¬ 
portance ; so that at all events, in our 
journey towards a eoncliision, however 
we ramble afterwards, we may take care 
to set out right. 1 am as sen.sible as the 
Reviewers, that the previous analysis of a 
subject greatly facilitates the diiicovery 
of truth, by methodising and simplify¬ 
ing the argument, which is to deve- 
lope it; but there is one matter essen¬ 
tial to this mode of enquiry; which is, 
that the analysis be complete, and no¬ 
thing left out, and above all, that nothing 
be assigned, that does not exist, or that is 
not true. For example, the discontents 
of the nation can neither be referred pri¬ 
marily, nor principally, to the weight, 
grinding as it is, of taxation (although % 
very reasonable cause) nor to the influence, 
enormous as it undoubtedly has grown, of 
the crown, (although a thing very dange¬ 
rous) ; nor to the tendency, even were it a 
fact, (which it is not) of the constitution 
to vest in a few hands, a monopoly of po¬ 
litical power, (although it would be a_ 
very good reason for changing so bad a 
constitution). These, Sir, are concurring 
streams it is true (I mean as many pf them 
as are true), but they are not the main, far 
less the only source of that " strong dia^ 
" content,” which rises more peculimly 
and especially ftodi the consideration, 
that after sustaining the evils qf all thia 
taxation with the certainty of its blaming 
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incalculable encrea^e ; that after vesting 
in tlic crown this enormous patronage, to 
be exercised, at its discretion, lor calling 
into activity alh the energies and re¬ 
sources of the nation ; that after accjnics- 
cing in the monopoly of pow'er by a 
few hands, (which the abuse only ol the 
constitution, and not its tendency, placed 
there!) rather than risk a distufl)ance in 
wresting it out of them, “ the strong spirit 
of discontent,” I repeat, arises principally 
from the consideration and perception, 
that after all these sacrifices ive are furtlier 
from safety than before we made them ; 
and from seeing that all tht;se sinews of 
power, taken from the people and given 
to the government, have but enabled it to 
carry the country to the very edge of a 
precipice of the most dreadful peril, to 
which, not even excepting the Norman 
invasiqn, it has ever been exposed. It 
is not, then, the encroachments upon po¬ 
pular rights, made by the monopolists of 
political power, (either by, or,contrary 
to the tendency of the constitution,”) 
it is not the simple view of the conse¬ 
quences to be feared from the influence 
of the crown; nor is it the weight of taxa¬ 
tion, nor all three together ; but it is the 
aggregate of these three, and the peril 
supcraddcil to these three, to which our 
lives, our liberties, raid our properties are 
so inimiiiently exposed, that constitute 
the cause, and indeed a pretty adequate 
cause, for " that strong spirit of dis¬ 
content,” which is recognised by the* 
Reviewers at the outset of their Essay; 
and which renders not a partial, a tem¬ 
porising, a hesitating, and a mitigated 
measure, like theirs, of Parliamentary 
Reform, at length at this time feasible 
qr admissible, but which loudly calls, 
whilst hope is yet leR, for the instant in¬ 
terposition of political wisdom, for the 
immediate infusion of vigour and virtue 
into the system of government, to enable 
it to save the country ! Tins is what is re¬ 
quired, and if this is not obtained, the little 
dribbling proposition of the Reviewers, 
will not only never be adopted, lint if it 
were adqpted, with their spirit of modifi¬ 
cation, would not add half .V/wsO/iz/r to the 
duration of Britisii Itidcpciuleticc.—If I 
am right then in this view of tlie predica¬ 
ment 6{ the country, and ti.e uniiod 
voices of all men of reflection tell rue I 
wyi • and if the postulate of the Re¬ 
viewers be admitted) (by which, at all 
events, themselves are ^oncludt'd) [lagc 
500, “ that the. whole substantial power of 


the government is now manifestly vested 
in the House of Coiimions I a>k them 
in what way, us reasonable intri, they 
can satisfiulorily even to themselves pro¬ 
pose to exli icale the nation from such an 
alarming crisis, unless by a radical change 
in the constitution ol the guveriiment (ac¬ 
cording to them the House of Commons) 
which (always excepting tlio present ho¬ 
norable l/ousc) ha.-«, by a 17 years, perse¬ 
verance in folly and improvidence, in¬ 
volved it in such didiculties, and conducted 
it to such a crisis ? Some daring specu- 
latists have falsely and irreverently sug¬ 
gested that the source of bad government, 
lay higher and deeper; but, God be 
praised, the Edinburgh* Review-ers having 
shewn us, that the Government is sub¬ 
stantially' vested in the Ilonsc of Com¬ 
mons, and notiii his majesty (whom Heaven 
preserve) we can now* have no difilcully 
in improving our government according 
to our taste, and in mending it according 
to our necessities. In this very' same 
page then (3<)0) have these unfortunate 
-Essayists both assumed, that the House of 
Commons is the substantial government 
of the country,” making by consequence 
all our depicted inisgorernment imputable 
to it, and deprecated in the same page, 
ariy “ nlleration in the composition t>r that 
House,” “ as a measure which would de¬ 
prive us of all the practical blessings of 
our cuii.stitution !!” Which practical bless¬ 
ings they have themselves in the same 
pages been kind enough to define to,,—■ 

a load of taxation, VVbich nothing can 
lighten; a system of influtnee, which nu- 
thiiig can limit; and a government by, a 
majority of the Representatives of miiiisteis 
in, and ex, and of noble families, in exclu¬ 
sion of the real Representatives of tlie people 
of England ! Rut there is no avc4iding one’s 
fate, and these Gentlemen certainly were 
born to be hanged on a dilemma ! I will 
conclude with a few more remarks in the 
way of surface, or general view. Their 
Ist division, the reader will recollect, is 
“ the burden of our taxes,” their liti is 
the preponderating influence of the 
crown.” Now, in their consideration of 
this divi.<,ion, allowing it to be one of the 
grounds of“ the strong spirit of public 
discontent,” they #ire guilty of a perver¬ 
sion of the ulivious meaning of the pro» 
position, and it i? a perversion, whose ob¬ 
ject is to carry llic mind away from tha^ 
consideration of the thing whiqh can b* 
reformed, by aliasing it with a copious 
discussion upon a thing, or rather things. 
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which, by the nature of our government, 
cannot be reformed; and which neither 
Sir F: Burdett, nor any body else, would 
ever dream of reforming, or desire to be 
reformed, if it even were possible. Every 
body knows that it has, and nobody re¬ 
grets, that the crown should have « a pre¬ 
dominating influence,” over tax and other 
revenue commissioners, over the Army, the 
Navy, the Chnrch, and the La^', and over 
all our other civil and military establish¬ 
ments. There always has been in every 
reign, (and long before the reign of Mrs. 
Clarice) in our holy religion a pruriency 
to preach before Royalty,” xvithout any 
disparagement to the zeal of Dr. O’Meara. 
We have even always had bishop.s, (like the 
dnkcof Lerma’s,) who, feeling ihe.mselves 
indisposed in their dioceses have desired to 
become Arclibishops merely for change 
of air.—Generals may not like fighting, 
but they all, fit or.imfit, from Butnos-Ayves 
to Walchereny like patronage, like regi¬ 
ments, (I mean the profits of regiments) 
and like command. There have, in dis¬ 
tant periods of our naval history, been ad¬ 
mirals too, made of similar &tufi)w'ho liked 
flau?, peerage and prize-money very well, 
with a prutlcnt regard to the dearness of 
timber, and consequent preservation of 
their >j,hins, vvhieh^receive much damage 
from hi>ot, to say nothing of their inhabi- 
•tants. Also, silk gowns are much softer 
am! ph asaiiter to the feel, than stuff ones. 
And as to th<' revenue officers, to pas.s over 
^ comfor t.dile salaries, patronage, perqui¬ 
sites, &c. every body prefers the collecting 
of other people’s money to the paying of 
his own. So that the crown has natu¬ 
rally, constitutionally, and usefully, in all 
these respeofs, a predominating influence, 
which the Edinburgh Reviewers despair 
of diminishing by Parliamentary Reform. 
But will they forgive me for hinting to 
them, that these enumerations have no¬ 
thing to say to the question, although they 
conveniently puzzle common minds in the 
Ciitcrtainmcnt of it; the discontent being 
solely at the influence exercised by the 
crown over the members of the House of 
Commons; that is 4he only matter con¬ 
nected with the discussion', which.dissa¬ 
tisfies the people ; it is the only article of 
influence in all the enumaratum, which 
can readily and practicafly be diminished, 
and is’consequently the only thing, which 
■ the Reviewers lump with other sorts of 
Tnlluence, so as in a good degree to keep 
it as a principal figure out of sight.— 
Lastly, with regard to the proposition in 


their 3d division, I am to Idmenl fhe being 
obliged to consider it, as an untruth, lite¬ 
ral, monstrous, (if not blasphemous) and 
quite palpable. « The nature and per- 
« manency of our constitution, have a 
•• tendency to create a monopoly of power 
“ in the hands of a small part of the na- 
" tion ! !” In what p<eriod. Sir, of any 
sound part of our history, to which w« 
look for a precedent, or by what illustra¬ 
tor of our constitution, or our liberties, do 
they find such a fact recordedj or suchra 
doctrine’ inculcated ? It is indeed the 
wretched nature of every sublunary work 
■ to corrupt apd perish; rtor, has Providence 
permitted to tlie moral contrivances of 
man a diuturnity, which it has denied to 
its own material creation. All political 
establishments have certainly in this view 
a tendency to corrupt; and the British 
Constitution may liave a tendency in this 
sense to create a monopoly of power,-as 
every thing else has a tendency to decline 
from its perfection; but it has no mure 
tendency^ to corrupt in this way, than iu 
any other; and God has given us reason, 
and common scn.se, if wc will avail our¬ 
selves of it, to insiruct us how to retard 
this corruption, and to counteract this 
\endency. And if vve do» not avail our¬ 
selves ot' it, our ruin will not be imputa¬ 
ble to the tendency of our ancient excel¬ 
lent constitution to be perverted, but 
imputable to ourselves ; who have at any 
time the right, as well as the power, to 
counteract this tendency, to restore to its 
original excellence the good which may 
have declined from it, or even to new mo¬ 
dify this constitution, where correction 
would be impossible, or inadequate. To 
illustrate this by ah example dolfvnslairs, 
which is not a whit the worse fifl* being 
familiar and vulgar. Mutton and beef 
and butter and fish have a tendency to 
corrupt, but does any body on that ac¬ 
count sit down to dinner to stale fish, and 
putrid meat ? No, we eat it in time, or 
we salt it and cure it, whilst the reason 
would be just as good for eating corrupted 
victuals, as for acquiescing in corrupted 
government. But the object of the Re¬ 
viewers, which they pursue wilh great 
ability and ingenuity, was to efface^ as v 
much as possible of the impressions, which 
Parliamentary Reform, referred to common . 
sense, has not failed and could not fail to 
infix.in the opinion of the public. They 
were completely aware (which some ojf ns 
may not be) that Parliamentary Reforpa is 
> not an ab§tracted*pfailo8ophicu dociulitou 
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betw«en A an^ B ; the validity of whose 
ar&ufneots is to be adjudged by C an in- 
diwrent party, bat they know that it was 
to be adjudged 'by A himself; that A 
was in possenion of vast power and riches, 
of which the impartial arbitration of this 
question would infallibly deprive him; 
they did not also forget that they were the 
friends of A: In short the borough-monger 
A, of whose mercenary interests the Re- 
Tiewers are the insidious advocates, had, as 
they well knew, the government with 
him, supported as all governments ought 
to be, by the judge, the gaoler, the hang¬ 
man, &c. by the bayonet, by themselves 
the ]^inburgh Reviewers, and*by all those, 
whose interests lead them to concur with 
him; whilst on the other hand, there 
was only argument, and an old prejudice in 
the mass of the people, in favour of some ■ 
thing they had heard from their grand¬ 
fathers, or perchance grandmothers, about 
•• free parliaments.” Still, a govern¬ 
ment not founded on the reverence and 
respect of the people, is in danger, or at 
least, is never quite safe, in ticklish times. 
Now, mind Mr. Cobbett, it is not my as¬ 
sumption, that our government is in this 
predicament. 1 am merely reasoning upon 
a pustulate of the Reviewers, “ that there 
" is a very strong spirit of discontent, &c.” 
The Reviewers then, on their own as¬ 
sumption, seeing that there might be some 
tianger of a popular commotion in favour 
<of tn is measure. Parliamentary Reform, 
and knowing, there was no danger to th^ 
good cause of monopoly from any other 
quarter, devised a mode, which never was 
excelled in art, by all the characteristic 
ptrudence of their nation ; apd this mode 
was, to^pretend to shift the wind in their 
own quarter; to avow, that they were 
convinced, that the people being so de¬ 
sirous of this measure, ought to be, or 
might be, at length safely gratified with 
a modification of it; employing however, 
the previous precaution of laying befsre 
the nation, a most elaborate discourage¬ 
ment to perseverance in demanding it, by 
endeavouring with vast pains and inge- 
,iuiity to prove to us, that it would, when 
accomplished, utterly foil of producing 
any of ti^osc important consequences, so 
fondly and vainly anticipated from Re¬ 
form, .and thus damp every combination, 
and parplioe every popular effort for its 
accomplishment: since it is strikingly 
palpable, that if neither the *• burden of 
<nur can be li|;btened, nor » the in- 
Hfienci of tfie crown^'* be diminished by 


reform, it is not a question of a farthing’s 
value to the people, whether the appoints 
raent of ineiribers of parliament, be mono¬ 
polized by a few hands, or distributed 
amongst many; who^ by the hypothesis, 
will be equally affected by the -influence 
of, and equally devoted to the interests of 
the crown! Ifore then, is my quarrel with 
the Reviewers, that professing themselves 
its friend^ they have treacherously dis¬ 
couraged Parliamentary Reform, by labo¬ 
rious reasonings upon its inefficacy, which 
though altogether unsolid, are specious, 
by sophistications calculated to perplex 
ordinary understandings, but which could 
not have entangled their own, and br 
warily assuming, as ^ the only ground, 
upon which they can'recommend it, its 
probable operation in respect of a result, 
about which, if their previous conclusions 
are just, the people must be entirdy in¬ 
different. Their whole Essay then, on 
Reform, is a comedy, Vvell acted; and 
their proposition for granting to the na¬ 
tion, so much of that comm^ity as they 
think necessary for it, is a farce. For as 
the body which is to accede to the Re¬ 
form, is the very thing itself which is to 
be reformed, it is obvious, that it will 
never be given, though it may be taken. 
But if a strong persuasion, which has 
s'ome how or other," unreasonabry pre¬ 
vailed amongst the people, that reform 
would lighten their burdens, and diminish 
undue influence, has been hitherto found 
an inadequate stimulus to arouse them, to 
insist upon its concession, what stimuihTtT* 
left to excite them to insist upon it, when 
you hare previously, by argument, en¬ 
deavoured to extinguish in their minds, the 
expectations of those only resulting con¬ 
sequences from it, which in their eyes 
could make it desirable?—I flatter myself, 
that in this Synopsis, and it pretends to 
nothing more, I have, in some respects, 
effected the purposes, for which I under¬ 
took it; namely, to shew that whatever merit 
might be claimed, for the discovery of the 
ingenious defence of representative or par¬ 
liamentary corruption, these Reviewers 
were not the real autfiors of the discovery: 
and lastly, that they are not on every oc¬ 
casion to be taken implicitly on their 
word. So that, althougli they say, that 
they are, anoT weu*e, they neither were, are, 
or can be considered as sincere advocates 
for Parliamentarpr ^form. To come to 
this conclusion, it is scarbely requisite ta 
repeat, that in the very Essay here consi¬ 
dered, they have asserted that they were 
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always advocates for such reform; al-’ 
though a short time before, they had writ¬ 
ten and transcribed from Paley, an elabo¬ 
rate article, expressly to explode it. But 
it may be proper to observe, that to pro¬ 
fess to be the friend of a measure, which 
can never be carried but by an enthusias¬ 
tic, popular prepossession, and in the course 
of a discussion upon it, to endeavour to 
impress a persuasion, that noAe of the 
great or good consequences, which are 
anticipated, will result from it, is the 
most consummately artful mode, that 
could have been devised for accomplishing 
its miscarriage. In another letter, 1 will 
endeavour to strip of their sophistries, the 
arguments whereiyith they attempt to 
conclude against these great and good 
consequences, as likely or probable to re¬ 
sult from Parliamentary Reform. Where¬ 
in, if I succeed, the question of their pre¬ 
tensions to sincerity, will be set at rest 
for ever, and tlte cause of reform be extri¬ 
cated from the most dangerous of all ene¬ 
mies, which that, or any cause, or any 
man can bare ; a false friend. 

I am very faithfully yours, 

J. W. WoRTHINCTON. 

Southampton, 25 March, 1810. 


JACOBIN GUINEAS. 

* 

Sib; —The inclosed paper was written 
and communicated to several persons be- 
„ fo£e.,Su: Philip Francis' Pamphlet appear- 
■ ed. I doubt not that you have read that 
production, which is worthy of all atten¬ 
tion, and ybu must see that he and the 
writer of the inclosed agree precisely. It 
Is therefore proper to say why I trouble 
you with the paper now. iiir Philip has 
observed, and you yourself have repeat¬ 
edly said, that the use of many words 
often renders a subject or one's meaning 
obscure. Sir, Philip 4ias not been prolix, 
but he has wandered from the point, and 
1 flatter myself, that, if you think the in¬ 
closed paper worthy of a place in your 
Register, it may still be of use.—I am. Sir, 
your constant Reader, A. B. 

• 

Mr. Thornton, in his pamphlet, and in 
parliament, has asserted, tha| an excessive 
circulation of Country Bhnk Notes is not 
to be apprehended, if the Bank of Eng¬ 
land conducts itself prudently, because the 
i&sue of Country Notes is necessarily li¬ 
mited by the Circulation of the 3ttnk, 
which seisins to be a fallacious application 


of what may have been just doctrine in 
former times, to the present. When gold 
might have been demanded for a Banker'e 
Note, he was obliged to have gold by him to 
answer the average demand on him. Now, 
that Bank of England Notes are in truth 
a legal tender in England, because a 
debtor cannot be sued, unless the creditor 
swears that Bank 'Notes have not been 
tendered, the Country Banker, it is sup. 
posed, ought always to have the same 
sum by him in Bank of England NotM 
which fortnerly he ought to have had in 
specie; but that is not the case. The 
Notes of a Country Bank circulate only ■ 
in the vicinfty. Nobody, in the vicinity 
of a Bank of good credit, thinks of ex¬ 
changing its Notes for Bank of England 
Notes ; What is he to do with these last} 
If he is at the trouble of sending them to 
London, he cannot get money for them. 
Demands on the Country Banks are there¬ 
fore limited to what the holder has to pay 
in London, and for that purpose the Bank¬ 
er's draft*in London is much more conve¬ 
nient. These drafts again are met by 
those which the Banker remits to his 
Correspondent, and the balance being in 
favour of the Country*against London,*the 
Account with the London, Correspondent 
must generally be in favour of the Country 
Banker. It is the business of the Country 
Banker to push his Notes into circulation, 
while a run upon him for Bank of England 
Notes is evidently a bugbear. He gives 
Vedit in a way which the Bank of Eng¬ 
land cannot do, lending money on every 
thing. Accommodation Bills are common 
both in the Country and in London, where 
the Bank makes no scruple of discounting 
such Bills, till the frequency of them, from 
any particular quarter, renders the credit 
of the concern suspected. Besides, in 
the present circumstances, to press a 
Banker for payment, whose credit is at 
bottom good, is reckoned a malicious act, 
and there are instances of the judges in¬ 
terposing where the run was evidently 
uncalled for, or merely with a view to 
distress. Take tlie instance of the Banks 
in Scotland, where Bank Notes are in no 
sense a legal tender ; Who thinks'of mak¬ 
ing any considerable demand for specie 
on the established Banks there ? Which 
would be most invidious, when it is cer¬ 
tain that they cannot have .specie Hence 
it is reasonably to be inferred, that the 
Banks of Scotland must have increased 
their circulation immensely, the stoppage 
of the Bank of England, thednuip- 
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pearahce of gold, being most happy and 
profitable circumstances for them. They 
were formerly obliged to have large sums 
in specie lying by them, procured at con¬ 
siderable expence; .now they need not 
Imre a guinea, or a very few guineas, and 
a small quantity of bad silver will suffice. 
•—Formerly the circulation of the Notes 
of the ^nk of England was confined to 
London and its immediate neighbourhood. 
Kow ^t must supply the demand of the 
Csounfry Banks. 'Inis, as well as the ne¬ 
cessary issue of small Notes to shpply the 
want of guineas in small traffic, accounts, 
in some measure, for the issue of Bank of 
England paper being more than it was 
before the Restriction; but it by no means 
accounts for the excess of that issue. In 
1797, the average circulation of the Bank 
of England was under eleven millions; in 
1810, it is nearly double that number. 
The additional demand of the Country, 
and the supply for specie, is infinitely 
counterbalanced by the mode lately in¬ 
troduced, of Bankers exchanging drafts 
every day. An immense proportion of 
payments are made without a single Bank 
Note being touched by any one. A de¬ 
mand being made oh me, 1 draw on niy 
banker A; that draft is not presented fur 
payment, but lodged with the Banker of 
the person 1 gave it to, B ; it is found at 
the clearing house that A holds a draft on 
B, and my draft wipes it oft‘.—By this 
traffic too, checks on Bankers become 
truly part of the circulating medium. Mb. 
Boyd would not allow any thing, except 
Bank of England Notes, and gold and 
ailver, to be called circulating medium ; 
he even excluded Country Bank Notes ; 
but every thing substituted for specie is 
circulsfting medium, checks on Bankers, 
Bills of Exchange, Exchequer Bills, &c. 
If a merchant is allowed to pay the Cus¬ 
tom-house duties with an Exchequer Bill, 
is it not the aame to him, and to the pub¬ 
lic, at so much specie?—There is no 
doubt that the rise in the prices of every 
Rling is to be ascribed to the excessive 
MMe of paper, and in that sense the Bank 
papN may be said to be depreciated. 
&t it dbes not follow, that the high price 
of gold is a proof cl the depreciation of 
paper. Gold, like every other commo¬ 
dity, must rise in price if the quantity in 
the country is limited. If wc are so cir¬ 


cumstanced as that we cannot import a 
supply, it must continue to rise.— It is 
said, if you send a Guinea in gold to*Ham* 
burgh, you will get 2bs. or more for it; 
but this is not to be understood literally, 
twenty-five English shillings cannot be 
got at Hamburgh for a Guinea, nor as 
much s)iver in bullion or foreign coin as 
will fetch 25 s. here. The meaning pro¬ 
bably is, t'liat a Guinea will purchase one- 
fiftb more than a Bank of England 20 
shilling note, or that in purchasing the 
commodity, thp buyer must pay by draw¬ 
ing on I.nndon for one-fifth more than he 
would do if he were possessed of Guineas 
to make his payment.—It is inijiossible to 
reconcile this with the representation of 
the flourishing state of our trade. It is 
said, that our Exports far exceed what 
they ever did; they are vastly beyond 
our Imports. If this were true, exchange 
would be in our favour. There could bo 
no temptation to export goM. Gold would 
be low in place of being high.—Upon the 
whole, the price of gold and the disappear¬ 
ance ofspccie are to be ascribed priiieipully 
to the state «»f our trade, and the represent¬ 
ation of its flourishing situation is faUc. 
Wc have occasion for necessary articles, 
and cannot forego the u^e of luxuries from 
abroad, while there, is no adeijiyite de¬ 
mand for our manufactures, or their ad- 
nii.s.sion is jjroliiivited. The dilfereiiec must 
therefore be made good by the exporta¬ 
tion of gol«I, or by paying such a high 
rate of exchange as to make it tlic interest 
of the trader, if possible, rather to find 
gold.—'Ihe root of all the evil, or, at least, 
the occasion of all the ditliculty in ac¬ 
counting fur the pre.sc-iit state of things, is 
the Restriction oii the Bank of England. 
If the Bank were obliged to pay, as it 
promises to do, our true situation could 
not be diaguised. The Bank would. be 
under the ncce.ssity of buying gold at any 
price. If they found that to be a bad 
trade, (as it is probable), they must de¬ 
crease the circulation. 'Ihe trade of the 
country would decrease; commoditice 
would fall in price ; gold amongst others; 
and if the Bank found embarrassments and 
made difficulties in paying, their paper 
would fall to a discount beyond all denial. 
—At present, we are shutting our eyes .to 
the eonsequencet which sooner or later 
must follow our folly. 
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SIR FRANCIS BURDETT’S 
COMMITMENT TO THE foWER. 

Though this subject> and matters closely 
connected with it, have been in agitation 
for three weeks past, I have thought it 
best to suspend any observations, which I 
had to oder thereon, until the thing should 
be.completely di.spased of in parliament. 
What I have now lo submit to my readers 
will be found to relate, chiefly, to the con¬ 
duct Sir Francis, subsequent to that 
Vote of the Honourable House, by which Vote 
he was sentenced to pie Tower; but, fresli as 
the mere history of the proceedings against 
him must be in the public mind, it will, 
in the course of a few months, be found 
useful to my readers to posse.ss that history, 
brought into a short compass; and, for 
that reason, I shall here give such history, 
by way of preface to my intended obser¬ 
vations. 

We ijust begin with the primary cause* 
namely, the exclusion of the news-paper 
Reporters and others from the Gallery of 
the Honourable House by the enforcing 
of the Standing Order b}' Mr. Charues 

-An Intpnry (at the bar of the 

House) into the facts, relating to the fatal 
Expedition to the Scheldt, had, on the 
2bth of February, been moved for and 
carried, in opposition to thtt ministry, with 
whom Mr. Yorke voted against surh In- 
quiiy *. But, though the Inquiry could 
not be prevented, it was possible to pre¬ 
vent the putdic from being made ac- 
quainteil with the tar greater and more 
interesting part of the.proccedings there¬ 
in, by shutting the reporters of dcbato.s 
out of the Gallery. There being a stand- 
ing order for such exclusion, it could, of 
course, be enforced by any single, mem¬ 
ber ; and, in the person of Mr. Charles 
.Yorke, such member wasfound,‘zxi(\ the Gal¬ 
lery continued thus closed to the end of 
the Inquiry, which lasted ipnre than a 

month.-The public,* ivho felt very 

acutely'upon the subject of the death-deal- 
ia^ and inglorious enterprize; in whose 

* See an account of the Debate, in this 
Volume, page i6i. 
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minds the scandalous sqifabbles, intrigues, 
and duelling of the cabinet ministers were 
still fresh ; and whose petitions (as far as 
petitions had been presented) had been 
treated, by the king's servants, with mit 
paralleled contempt: the public, seeing 
themselves thus shut out from all chance 
of hearing, jp* detail, the real causes of 
such immense .sacririce.s in men as well as 
in money, very loudly and generallv ex- 
prc&sed their indignation at this act of ex¬ 
clusion, which indignation was more im¬ 
mediately levelled against Mr. Yorke, as 

being ostensibly the author of it.-At 

this time, Mu. John Gale Jones, the 
manager of a Debating Society, called the 
“ British Forum,” Issued an advertise¬ 
ment in thb following words: " WiuJhuni 
*• and Yorke. British Forum, 33, Bedibrd 
“ Street, CovciU Garden, Monday Feb. I9, 

“ 1S10.—(iuestion:—Which was a greater 
“ outrage upon the p'ublic feeling, Mr, 
“*Yorke’s enforcement (>f«the Standing 
" Order to exelwde strangers from the 
" House of Commons, or Mr. WindhRnt's 
" recent attack upon the Liberty of the 
Press ?—Last Monday, after an interest- ■ 
" ing di.scussion, it Was unanimously 
“tlecidf'd, that the enforcement of the. 
“ Standing Orders, by shutting out 
" Strangers from the Gallery of the 
" House of Commons, ought to be cen- , 
“ sored as an insidious and ill-timed at- , 
“ lack upon the Liberty of the Press, as 
“ lending to aggravate the disconteYits of 
“ the people, and to render their Repre- 
" sentafive.s objects of jealous su.«picion.” 

-This advertisement was, by Mr. 

Yorke himself^ complained of in the Ho¬ 
nourable House, who, having first com¬ 
manded the Printer of the advertisement 
to appear before them, and found, through 
him, that Mr. Gale Jones was the author 
of it, dismissed the Prirtter^ and, having 
commanded Mr. Gale Jones to be btought . 
before them, did, without any trial, without 
any oath beiiig made against him, order him 
to be sent to the jail of Newgate, there to 
be kept during their pleasure. -—- Sin ; 
Francis BokuETT, who, from indisposition, 
was absent at the tinoe.when this meast^ 
was adopted, mfade, on the 12lh of 
a motibn for the enl^gement and 
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of ]yir. Gale Jones, upon the ground, that Vhe 
House had no legal authority to send him 
to ajr.il, or to punisti'liim in any way what¬ 
ever. This motion w*asnegai.iTed, aiul Mr. 
Gale Jones remained in jail for haring said 
that Mr. Charles Yorke had outrag'd the 
publicfeelifig, by hU motion to exclude the 

l»ople from the Gallery of the House.- 

•Sir Francis liurdett, not satisfied with 
what he had done in behalf of the Liberty 
of ihe Subject, re.so!ved to publish his 
Speech of the J2th of March; byt, I must 
here stop a moment to notice what, in the 
meanwhile, had befallen Mr. Charles 
Yorke, who, bt iiig a co««/y Wmber, had, 
in shutting the Gallery, assumed an air 
and a lone of great independence, and seem¬ 
ed to say, that he had no understanding 
with ministry, and was merely follow¬ 
ing tfipr'diciates of his own mind as a loyal 
countiy-geniL^mn. In three w'ceks from 
the day that l:c first made the motion for 
shutting the people outof the Gallery ; in 
three weeks from that day, t,his county 
member, this big-talking ind^ndent man, 
this king's friend, this good loyal cottntry- 
gentleman, \va.s openly acknowledged to 
have been appointed a Tf.i.ler of the 
ExciiEQuru, a sinecure office worth 2,7001, 
a year. The'acceptance of this office 
having, ofcoiir.se, coiiipelled him to vacate 
his seat, he, a.s a mailer of course, expect¬ 
ed to be re-eJecled by the freeholders ^f 
Cambridgeshire; but, to their great ho¬ 
nour, they hooted him from their pre¬ 
sence, drove him away covered with rt^^ 
proaches, and chose another member in 

his stead.-At the time, therefore, when 

Sir Francis Burdett made his motion for 
the discharge of Mr. Gale Jones, the public 
in general, and especially the constituents 
of Mr. Charles Yorke, had given undenia¬ 
ble proofs, that they regarded Mr. Yorke’s 
comluct as a monstrous outrage ujmn ihe 
public Jieiiug. The marquis of Tavistock 
and Mr. Brand, two members of the House, 
had, at the election at Cambridge, gone^ 
in their expressions, very far indeed be¬ 
yond Mr. Gale Jones, in speakintr of the 
conduct of Mr. Yorke. Still, however, 
Mr. G^le Jone.s was kept in jail by the 
order of that House, from which Mr. 
Yorfce'had, by the freeholders of Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, been expelfoil. The very 
person's who had, for twenty years, sent 
him to the House ; his very neighbours 
'and friends; even these now shut him out 
o^that House, and ^incipally because be 
had dope what M|;,, Jonrs simply called an 
outrage fqion*publie feeling: ^'el was Mr. 


Jones still shut up itt jail; sti|i kept in 
jail, by an order of that House, and during 
its pteamre! Aye, during its pleasure’!^ Ex¬ 
pressly, during its pleasure! -It was uur 

der these circumstances, that Sir Francis 
Burdett resolved to publish, addressed to 
his constituents, the Electors of Westmin¬ 
ster, the wiiole of the Argument, which he 
had made use of in the House, upon the 
subject 01 Mr. Jones’s imprisonment; 
which resolution he soon afterwards ful¬ 
filled, and tlic publication was first made 
in the Political Register of Saturday the 
2 Uh of last month.—«—On Monday, the 
2tith, complaint was made of this publica¬ 
tion, in the Honourable llousj', by a right 
worthy member of ^hc same, namt:d 
Letiiuriooe, one of the members for So¬ 
mersetshire, of whom (for every tiling be¬ 
longing to such persons should be known) 

I have some anecdotes to give upon a fu¬ 
ture occasion; and especially about his * 
opinim», expressed to me, dt Ifath (at the 
time of his first election), relative to the 
disgraceful and infamous practices of the 
borough-mongering trade. This gentle¬ 
man it w'a.s, who complained to the House 
of Sir Francis Burdett’s publication. The 
ministry seconded and supported his ef¬ 
forts; and, after having postponed the dis¬ 
cussion of the subjiect for niorc*than a 
week, the House, on Friday morning, the 
(ith of April, after a debate of fourteen 
hours, or thereabouts, the Honourable 
House came to a Vote, first, that Sir 
Francis Burdett’s publication was a libel» 
upon the House and a breach of its privi¬ 
leges, and, second, that he should 1» im¬ 
prisoned in the Tower. A* warrant for 
ills commitment was, uccordtugly, issued 
by the Speaker to the Serjeant at Arms, i 
which Warrant was as follows : 

“ Veneris, ti® die Aprilis, 1810. 

“ Whereas the House of Commons hath 
" this day adjudged. That sir Francis 
" Burdett, baronet, \vho has admitted that 
" a Letter, signed * Francis Burdett,’ and 
" a further part of a Paper, intituled, 

“ ' Argument,’ in Cobbett’s Weekly Re- ' 
" gister of March 24; ISIO, was prifited 
“ By his autliority (which Letter and Ar- 
" gument the said House has resolved to ' 

" be a libellous and scandalous Paper, re- 
" fleeting un'thesjust Rights and Privileges 
« of the said House,) has been thereby 
« guilty of a Breach bf the Privileges of 
" the said Houi'e ;■■■- ■ And whereas. Up; 
"House of Commons hath thereupon.or- 
'* dei*ed, that the said sir Francis Burdett 
"be, for his said offence, committed to 



3‘19] APRIL 14, 1S1<0/Jg Tiiutr. fSSO 


' " his Majesty’s Tower of London These 
“ ara therefore to require,you to take into 
" your custody the body of the said sir 
" Francis Burdett, and then forthwith io, 
" deliver him over into the custody of the 
" licu'cnaiit of his Majtjsty’s Tower of 
*' London:—And all mayors, bailifls, shc- 
" rifts, under-slierills, constables, and hcad- 
« boroughs, and every other* person or 
*’ persons, arc hereby required to be aid - 
“ ing and assi-jiing to you in the cxecu- 
** tion hereof; 

" For" which this shall be your sulFicicnt 
*' Warrant. 

“ Given under my hand, the sixth day 
" of April, 1810. 

' . » CHAllLES ABBOT, Speaker.* 

“ To the Sajeatit at Arms 
“ attaiding the House 
"of Commons, or his , 

"Deputy.’' 

The Sprjfaiit aft Arms, anxious, apparent¬ 
ly, to shew, towards Sir Francis, tlmt re¬ 
spect, which is felt so deeply by all good 
men, se:it him a note, upon receiving this 
warrant, expressing his desire to wait 
upon him and to see him into the Tower 
at the time and in the inanncr most agree¬ 
able to himself. In answer to this note, 
Sir Francis wrote,, that he “ should l»tj 
" at hoine to tcreive the Serjeant at bis 
•* house in Fiecadilly, at I J o’clock, the 
" next day,Saturday.” The Serjeant went 
to sir Francis’s House before this answer 
.reached him, and there he received a rc- 
pelitiop of the answer, whereupon he re¬ 
tired, leaving Sir Francis to suppose, that 
he would retlirn to him the ueSt day, at 
the l\oiir appointed. But, about 8 o’clock 
the same cve/iing the Serjeant came again, 
and, telling Sir Francis, that he had 
received a severe reprimand from the 
Speaker for not having impri.soned him 
in the morning, proceeded to attempt to 
execute liis w'arrant*; whereupon. Sir 
Francis refused to become his prisoner, 
and, in as mild a way as possible, put 
him and his messengers out of the house, 
sending, at the same time, the foilow'ing 
letter to the Speaker 1 

Sin, PkcadUly, April Gth, 1810. 

When I was returned in due/orm, by the 
Electors of Westminsier.'they imairined 
that they had chosen me as iheir Trus- 

** '^liils Warrant is very diflerent from 
that, under which Mr. Gale Jonc» was 
committed. See present Volume, page 
4'4S* 


tee, in a House of Commons, to maintain 
the I..aws and Liberties of the Laud; hav¬ 
ing accepted that trust, I never will be¬ 
tray it.—1 have abo, as a dutiful Subject, 
taken an oath of allegiance to the king to 
obey his. laws,.and I never will consent, 
by any act of mine, T.o obey any set of 
men, who, contrary to those law*, shall, 
unuler any pretence wliateve.r, a.-sume the 
power of the King.—Povi'er and Privilege 
are not the same things, and ought nofat 
any tiinV. to be confouncled together— 
Privilege is an exemption from power, 
and was law secured to the third 
Branch of the Legislature in order to pro¬ 
tect them, that they might safely protect 
the people; not to give them power to de¬ 
stroy the people.—Your Warra^^ir, I 
believe you know to lie iliegal.^Bknow 
it to he so.—To superior force I imret sub¬ 
mit ; but 1 uill not, and dare not, incur the 
danger of continuing voluntarily to make 
one of any as.iocia(ion, oi* set of men, who 
shall assdtnc illegally the whole power of 
the realm; and who have no more right to 
take myself, or any one of my Constituents 
by force, than I or they iiossess.lotake any 
of those who arc now guiliy of (his usur¬ 
pation. And I would condescend to ac¬ 
cept the meanest oftice that vvoiilil vacate 
my .seat; being more desirous of getting 
out uf my present asrociation, than other 
men may be desirous of getting profitably 
into it.—Sir, this is not a letter in answer to 
• vote of tbanU.s, it is in answer to a vole of 
a very dilforentkind—I know not what to 
call it—but since you have begun this cor¬ 
respondence with me, I must beg you to 
read this inj'^ answei-, to those, under 
whose order you have commenced it. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
FRANCIS BUBDETT. 

In the course of Friday evening and 
night there was much noise amongst the 
people, strong and tumultuous expressions 
of indignation, and some acts of violence, 
confined, however, to the breaking of 
windows, of which acU I shall Jiave to 

speak more fully by-und-bj'.-On the 

Saturday morning the Serjeant at Arms, 
with his messengers, went again to the 
house of Sir Frfjncis, and were‘again 

turned ouh-Soon nfier this a troop of 

(he Life Guaids arrived in (he street, 
positfc Sir Fcajucisi’s htwsc, and used ntftUM 
for disper/ing tlied^cople, who cootiiKted 
to assemble in great uuml^t# near the 
house.——Sb- Francis, upon the appear- 

S 2 
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ance of the military, sent for tlie assist- Light Dragoons forming the war. Jo 
aiiie .nf the civi] {>ower, and the Sherilis this order they proceeded to Alb^maru!- 

and their constables came.-^The same street, where they halted, and then timted 

tumultuary proceedings continued through up that street, with the exception of ^o 
Saturday night ; and, on Sunday, an ini- battalions of Foot Guards, who mapched 
meose assemblage of people was kept up, forward through Piccadilly, the r*^* 
the whole of the* day, ill Piccadilly, who market, and Strand, to the Tower.—The 
committed no other violence than that of escort proceeded along Albemarle-street, 
compelling, on pain of being pelted with Bond-street, Conduit-street, across Ha- 
jnud, every ouc that passt-d to pull off his nover-square into Oxford-street, along 

Jiat in honour of Sir Francis.-In the John-street, Great Portland-street, Port- 

mean while the Cabinet had, it seems, met, land-road, theNew-noad, Mary-le-bone,by 
and an order had been transmitted from Pentonville, across Islington, along the 
the War-effice, in every direction, for City-road to Moor-fifelds, from ^ence by 
every reginient within a hundred miles qf Sun-street into Aldgate High street, and 

London, to march thither forthwith.- ^long the Minories to the Tower.—The 

A little before 11 o'clock on Monday procession went on at* its outset at a qhick 
m.Qrnmg, the Serjeant at Arms, acepmpa- rate ; and the capture having been made 
Messengers, Police officers, and a at an earlier hour than the crowd had 
Ja^InnUitary force, broke violently into been in the haliit of assembling, the event 
the house of Sir Francis Burdett. Sir was not immediately or generally known. 
Francis was sitting with his family, and The baronet had passed up Albemarle- 
on the appearance of the Serjeant, asked street, before a cry was* set up, “ They 
by what authority he broke into his house. ** have taken him—they luive dragged him out 
The Serjeant produced the Speaker’s war- “ of his house." The cry spread imme- 
rant, which Sir Francis refused to obey, diately far and wide ; and an immense 
and demanded if it was intended to be crowd .soon attended the cavalcade, which 


executed by milKary force ? The an¬ 
swer was in Jhe affirmative. Whereupon 
Sir Francis commanded them to desist in 
the king's name, and called upon the 
SheriflTbr his aid. It was answered, that 
the Sherifl'vias iioif there ; and Sir Francis 
then sa.d, that they should not take him 
but by force, which they accordingly 
did, and hurried him through a double file 
of soldiers drawn up in his own house to 
a glass coach which they had in waiting 
for the purpose.-He was now convey¬ 

ed to the Tower, escorted by an army 
thrice as numerous as the army at Gua- 
daloupe, against which ttn of our generals 
marched ! 1 remember; aye, I do remem¬ 
ber well, with what studied, with what pre- 
vtedilaied coiile^ivt Sir Francis was Created, 
when Ini made his proposition about par- 
hamentary reform; and having that in my 
' mind, 1 cannot help copying, from the 
Morning Chronicle of Tuesday, the lOth 
irttfant, the description there given of 

iMi grand military exploit.-“The pro- 

eeksion moved from Sir Francis Burkett's 
liouw in the following order;—two squa- 
drqni of the 15th Lignt Dragoons, two 
troops of life Guards, with Mr. Head the 
magistrate, at their head—the coach with ' 




increased to such an extent, that by the time 
Sir Francis reached'the Tower, the crowd 
had blocked up the Minories, and all the 
streets in its vicinity, and it betfOme im¬ 
possible for cart or carriage to pass. Ad¬ 
ditional prcparation.s had been made in the 
contemplation of a disturbance near the 
Tower. Troops wore stationed near it, 
and a fresh regiment came up ■by-%vator 
from Tilbury-fort this morning. They were 
quartered in the New Mint, Towerhill.— 
ThcFHt Guards who had marched along 
the Strand and through the city arrived 
upon Tower Hill five minutes before 12» 
They came tlown Mark-lane, headed by 
the City Marshal, and a Civil Officer, 
'riiey drew up three deep in the line from 
the Tower-gates, which were shut, cover¬ 
ing the entrance*—Ten minutes past 12, 
an officer of the 15th Light Dragoons rode- 
smartly out from Jury-street, by the fur¬ 
ther Side of the Trinity House, making 
signals for the mob to clear the why. 
Great shotting and scampering.—A quar¬ 
ter past twelve, arrived about 20 of tire 
Horse Cjfuards, who rode up towards the*^ 
Tower-gafes.* At the distance of lOt) 
yards came about 300 of the 15th Light 
Dragoons, then about 200 of the Horse 






a'troiop of the.l5Ih Light Dragoons ; two coach containing Sir F. Burdett—The 
imfuiltons of- Foot Guards, marching in windows of the coach were all down; Sir 
•peh o^cr : and a party of the 15th Francis sat on the right, behind; he sat 
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fei'wardj and was well seen. As he paw¬ 
ed there was much huzzaing, the guards 
flourished their swords to intimidate the 
mob.—After the Horse Guards came about 
20()more of the 15t|i. As the procession 
entered by the further side of the Trinity 
Ii[ouse, it came on Tower<fhill in a ser¬ 
pentine form, and the military spectacle 
w^s very grand.—^This state of things re¬ 
mained for full half an hour, th8 carriage 
covered by about 200 Horse Guards, the 
line of Toot Guards stretching from it up 
Tower-hill, the 15th lining the sides of 
Tower-hill, to keep, off the mob, which 
began to disperse.—The two squadrons of 
the 15th light dragoons opened right and 
left, and cleared the ground in all direc¬ 
tions, forming a circle, two deep, around 
the entrance, through which the remainder 
of the force, with the prisoner, proceeded 
without any material interruption; though 
there was much jiooting and huzzaing— 
“ Burden for ever;” and some wlio had 
taken refuge vtithin the palings, even 
pelted the cavalry, ,who, in return cut at 
them with their swords, happily without 
any material injury on either side. Many 
of the mob wei’e, however, forced into the 
Tower ditch, but without mischief, as 
there was hut little water. On the ar¬ 
rival of the carriage at the gate, Si|; 
Francis alighted, aii3 was received witli 
•lie usual formalities; the gate was imme¬ 
diately shut.” Several Cannou were fired 
at the Tower to announce, that the pri¬ 
soner w'us arrived; that the capture had 
been completed; that the enterprize had been 

crowned with success! -Every part of the 

town was, on Monday night, H^ed by 
troops cannon were planted iini^eral of 
the squares and streets ; not only all the 
divers barracks and depots were filled with 
soldiers, but guards were mounted in pri¬ 
vate houses that happened to be uninha¬ 
bited. In short, in and about London, 
there was by Monday night, and still is, 
an army, supposed to amount to not much 
short ot fifti/ thousand mm! 

Such is the history of the imprisonment 
of Sir Francis Burdett in the Tower. His 
conduct, subsequent to the passing of the 
.vote for that imprisonment,* has been, in 
mwy of the news-paper.s, a subject of 
much animadversion; and, .therefore, I 
shall now proceed to ofle*' some observa¬ 
tions tb'ereon, reserving for a future op¬ 
portunity whal I have to say, in addition 
tfl what I have said in a former Number, 
as to the nature of the publication, for 
the making of which the Honourable Ba¬ 
ronet has been imprisoned. 


H^n an occasion like the present, it- 
would have been silly to expect.either the 
tongue or the pen oC-calumny to be idle. 
Sir Francis Burden will not, I dare say, 
have been at all surprized at what has 
been published in the nevys-papers, dar¬ 
ing the last three days. He will not have, 
forgotten the out-cry that was set up at 
the time of his publication about “ The 
Accursed Red ^ok,” when he was, just 
Us he is now, told tliat " even his friends” 
disapproved of^his conduct; that "his 
" friends lamented that he had such 
" bad advisers;” that he was " a fool in 
"the hands^of artful men;” but that 
“ thank God, he had now thrown off the 
“ mask, and discovered the cloccn foot” 
1 remember asking, at the time, how long 
it had been since cloven feet had been 
covered with masks. But, nonstq(|g as 
rite whole of it wis, it was to do for him. 
Even those who had voted for him " be¬ 
gan to repent,” it was said. And the 
" loyal” actually congratulated one ano¬ 
ther Hpon*the publication of the Red Boor 
letter, as being the very thing, and the 
only thing, to sink and destroy him in 

the minds of the people.-We,! ! it is 

now about three yedrs since' the- lled- 
Bouk letter was published., lie has been 
repeating the sentiments of that letter, 
from that time to this, as often as he has 
had an opportunity ? and, what is the 
• fleet ? Why, an army is brought to put 
him in the Tower. The Honourable 
House is oflended with him ; they cen¬ 
sure his conduct; they order him to be 
imprisoned; but, the obeying of the or¬ 
der, the putting of the order in execution, 
requires the presence and the aid of an 
army. A dozen of constables would have 
siifliccd to convey any other man’to the 
Tower ; but, to convey thither this “ jim- 
prudeat” man, who had " disgusted all 
his friends,” and who, according to the 
opinions of some w'iseacri's, would " not 
" be elected again by the people of West- 
" minster, if he were expellecl,*’ demands 
the aid of an army. 'I'his bare circum¬ 
stance of the calling forth the aid of an 
army, says more than whole volumes; it 
is an eloquent and convincing fact; it is 
an argument, to which no answer can 
possibly be found. ^ ^ 

The animadversions on Sir iM-ancis s 
conduct, subsequent to the vote foj^send¬ 
ing him to the Tower, embrace several 
points, amongst which is that of his pre¬ 
tended breach of promise with the Se^eont at 
Arms. _^Now,' itf the first place,*! caa- 

'v' . * ■ • (' 
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isnorance ainl fear luulrr Ihfi bannew of 
tUseliooil; under ihc banncrs.trf oalum- 

Bnrdett had in his lioasc vvnl» him, during 
ihe time of his resistance, Mr. llocBii 
O’Connor, brother of Anhur O Connor, 
who, some years ago, was ex. ed for hav- 
iog been ^nilty of ireasoiKibie acts. 

Now, without inquiring into the circum¬ 
stances, which might be, and, 1 am pretty 
sure wore, perfectly accidental, that 
brought this gentleman into Sir rroncis s 
house at the time ruJerred to, is there 
any man prepared to say, that his being 
there, and that his being a friend of Sir 
Francis, are any prool of Sir Francis a 
haring a seditious iiiteniion, as has been 
most basely insinuated by one of the 
persons who has written upon this sub¬ 
ject ? It is misfortune' enough in all 
conscience, fora man to have a broiher 
guilty of, or ch irged with, wickedness, 
witiumt having a paijticipation in I hat 
guilt imputed to himself. What would 
be thought of any one, who should rc- 
proacli General Dvspard with bcinjj the 
brother of the unhappy Colonel ot that 
name? What would be thought of the 
man, who sh mid, as connected with 
pdtilcal (juestion or struggle inv which 
the Duhe of Lcmsler or l^rd Robert Filz^e- 
mld iniglit take a part, attack the cause 
in which they nugiit be so engaged, upon 
the giound of the charge.s which e.xisted 
against and which led to the tragical end 
of their amiable and gallant and honest 
tiiough mdhrtunate brother:-^—Aye,say. 
■ iij^Hie.sc are loyal men. That is 
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not discover any proof of,his ever having 
made the Serjeant a promise, that Im would 
surrender to' him without any resistance. 

1 am fully pei^uaded, that no such pro¬ 
mise, cither express or implied, was ever 
made, if it he true, that he told the Ser¬ 
jeant,that he should be “ hnppj/ to receive 
" him,” these wortls do not, to me, appear 
to mean,, that he' should be ready to go. 
with the Serjeant. If he had given me 
such an answer, 1 should at once, have 
,su]’pc'-(i!. 'Ijat lie had not maclp up his 
mind us to the eour c to be pursued, and 
tfiia', when 1 iTini" to him again, I should 
icuow wlu!'. lii^ intentions w'^re. Beside.s, 
it i:. f prti y evident, from tlie Ser- 

j-.iiit’s <;wti ft itement, (h-\t he could never, 
a! uiiy t’uu’, 1). lieve, or suppose, that Sir 
Francis meant voluntarily to yield obe- 
diencdflo tlie warrant; for, he allows, iha: 
at the veiy first interview, S r Francis 
told him, tiKU he meant to vcrile to the fipeu/ccr; 
and, what should the Serjeant suppose 
th.it such -letter was to coiituiUj if not a 
remoiiftranee against the e.'.ecn’ion of ihe 
warraiii, which the .Sp'-akc” had issued 
•agamsi him, and of which tlie Sejeant 
at as the bcaru ? Then again on the Mun- 
ili.v morning, the. fo’.dicrs w’eio in the, 
bou^e, before the Serjeant went up stairs; 
showing veiy cle.iiiy, limt the original iii- 
leiition on liwt day, was to execute the 
warrant by inililary force.——But, it ap¬ 
pears, th.r, at the time when tlie Serjeiint 
received the pretended promise to yiehh 
he also made his promise, namely, lo w.ait 
upon .'air Francis ike next day at tieclve 
o’cliicL Instead oftliis, what does he do? 
Why, he returns, and attcupls to execute 
the wainuit tflf o'clock that same ni^ht. 
llt-ts was a very ma'evial circumstance; 
a c u'tige of Vast consct^ueiice; for, though 
it was clear enough, ih .t tin re were many 
per >us to wish that Sir Fiftneis might he 
bV'.r. .ed oO .in secret to the Tower, he iiim- 
self did not, nor could he, wish it. After 
being treated in the manner he had been, 
it v.u« very natural for him, if he mnst go 
to prison, t» wi.^h to be surrounded by his 
fijt nds, and rcii>lly by lus constilucnls. 
ifliuu ‘rfiid.ih.vt the promise of the iScr- 
jeant was It'll ,,os)t'Vi‘, I answer, that it 
was as positive ai that of .Sr Fraiici.s. If 
prou.ises at all, they wtie hoih promises 
by implication; and, aj any iate, a breach 
ol ihc^iic neces-sarily jmi an end to the 

qjiligation created by tjie other,-So 

tniith for thi 3 ,j'reien<led breach oj prom,se, 
wh'ch, like aji the other charges, has 
been invented in the vain hope of enlisting 


you, ^ ^ ^ 

to say. They agree tvith you m politics. 
But, prove to U.S, then, thou baso.st of cst- 
lumiiialois ; give u.s some proof; state 
some one instance to us in proof, that 
Mr. O’Co.uiior is not a loj/nl tnan, or be 
content to pass for an insinuating coward; 
be content to pass for a wretch, who at¬ 
tacks without daring to ri-sli yonr careflo, 

-The ancient moralist, in order to give 

his disciples a strong picture of unprinci¬ 
pled power, of barefaced insolent injustice, 
tells them, that the Wolf, liaving reused 
the Lamb of ati ottence, and being an- 
stvered, that, at the dale of the offence the 
Lamb was yet in his mother’s belly, re¬ 
plies, " well, if it was not you, it vius your 
•'father;** whereupon the tyrant flew 
at the poor inoffensive craature and totp 

him to piece*.-1 remember, that, when 

a cliifd, this fable excited in mv mind in¬ 
dignation at the conduct of the Wolf; 
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and will not my reade.rsr now participate 
with me in indignation at the conduct of 
the man, who, regardless ol the feelings 
and the consequences to Mi*. O'Connor, 
has made this insinuation for the purpose 
of pointing at an iuferetiee injurious to Sir 
Francis Burdett, and with the base hope 
of diminishing that popularity, the indu¬ 
bitable evidences of which had stung him 

to his envious soul ?-There •hre, I am 

aware, persons to say, that, though Mr. 
O’Connor may have no harm about him, 
still, for the sake of pnvt’uiiii^ misrepre- 
senlalion, w'ould not Sir Francis do well to 
keep aloof from that gentleman ? To such 
persons I would put this question: how 
should ^ou like it, vycre any friend to keep 
aloof from yon on such a ground ? And 
again : would you trust in the public prin¬ 
ciples of that man, who for fe.tr of ex¬ 
posing himscif Ui tiu* misrepresentations of 
, the world, would, Uini his bark upon, or 
shun his privab; frifruls ? Such a cour.se 
would, indeed, be that of a truly ambi¬ 
tious, aspiring and dangerous man. Tlie 
precisely oppo.sitc course has been that of 
Sir Francis Burdett, who, ihe more iiis 
friends have been tra.Iuceij, has .stuck the 
closer to tiieia ; and tins has not a little 
contributed towards t!ie e.stablishing of 
thatop^iion of his constanc}*, W'hich op'^- 
nioii nothing now can .shake. 

• The next charge against Sir Francis i.s 
his having vji ittoi tht Letter to the Speaker. 

-Now, upon the iiatun* of this letter 

^it is not my intention to oiler any opinion 
al all; nor is it iifce.s.sary, because its 
purport is loo clear to be mistaken by any 
one. I sliail consider merely, ^|||h^tlicr it 
was or was not consistent witli tne rest of 
the writer’s proceedings.——It has been 
asked, in some of the newspapers, what use 
it could be of; and, seeing ndiat has hap¬ 
pened ill consequence of it, it is not a 
little surprising to me, that any one should 
have asked, or thought of, such a ques¬ 
tion.-Suppose the letter had not been 

written. Would there have been wanting 
persons to say, that Sir Francis was sub¬ 
dued; that the Honourable House had 
beaten him; that, after all his show of re- 
. sistance, after all his struggles, he was re¬ 
duced to silent submission to the rod of the 
House ? But, this lettei^ by braving the 
power oftheHoUac, brings the parties again 
into a new struggle. Sir Francis renews 
the aUack, and the House, having nothing 
Cut the power oi expulsion left, does not ex¬ 
ercise that power. Much has been said, 
m the public papers, about the reason fur 


this forbearance; but, it seems to be uni¬ 
versally acknowledged, that the reat rea¬ 
son was, that the expulsion would produce 
a re-election, though there are one or two 
writers, who have been foolish, sottish 
enough, to suppose, that, if Sir Francis 
were to be expelled, the people of West- 
min.ster would not n-elett him. Why not 

trjf them, then ?-Had not this letter 

been WTitten, the matter never could have 
stood in thU light. A light, in which the 
popularity of Sir Francis stands most con¬ 
spicuous.* He s.iys, in fact, to the Iluose, 
I will not belong to you voluntarily. 1, 
therefore, give you an opportunity of ap¬ 
pealing again to my constituents, whether 
they will still compel me, as they now 

do, to make one of your body.-^This 

letter, therefore, is perfectly consistent w itli 
all the other proceedings of Sir Franris ; 
and, if he had not written the letter, or 
done some other act tantamount to it, iherc 
would have been a manifest incoiisi.sleiicy; 
and, indeed, he would have stood upon 
ground, ih some respects, disadvantageous. 
There would, in that ca.se, not have been 
less out-cry raised against him than there 
now is, while there would have been trad¬ 
ing politicians enough to throw oot the 
Chreat of expulsion ; wheyeas, as things 
now stand, no such threat can be used. 
And, indeed, it is this circumstance ; it is 
tlie having reduced them to the dilemma 
either of recommending the trying a tiro 
election in IVestminster, or, of acknowledging 
duit it would be unsafe to try tluu experiment i 
it is the having reduced lliem to this di¬ 
lemma, which has so enraged the writers 
ill favour of corruption, which rage is a 
pretty good proof of the effect of the letter, 
about wiiicli so much has been said. 

As to the matter of the letter, wliatevcr it 
may possess, in other respects, it certainly 
contains nothing new. All the same senti¬ 
ments have been, by the writer, expressed 
before, a hundred times over, in the House 
and out of it. There is in it not one word 
expressive of anarchical or dcmocratical 
principles. It does, indeed, contain a 
point blank attack upon the House, _ as at 
present constituted; but, .is there’ any 
thing new in this? Has he not before 
said, that he' never wouhl call that House 
the House of Comnums any more i Did he 
not call it a room ? And, did net Mr. 
Pitt give it, long before the immortal 
motion of Mr. Madocks, many much 
harsher names ? What, then, is there in 
tliis letter of a nature so to st^r men’s gall t 
Why, as I said Imfure, its ofieo^iveness 
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consists in iu prothicin" a'isonviction in thing shnrt of what brought/fc to 
'the niiud*of lb€ nationi and In conveying iowt: approve ot uny thing short of whdt 
to the whole world the aiiknowletlgmcnt, produced those proofsi those uneqUft'odSI 
that, (hough otpelted by the House, Sir proofs of popuiaihy, of public dtfvoffonto 
“FrarNds would be again inslantl}- returned him and to liis principles ; appfove of any 
by his cbnstituiJttts, whose numbers am so thing but wlv.it produced the undenMlt 
great, and whose good sense and public proofs, that the people are with him; 
spirit, and whose purity in matters of with the man, whom upon all occastbns, 
election, are so universally acknowledged, they hav|! endeavoured to misrepresent 
From motives of exactly the same sort and to blackerj; and whom, if he had 
springs the ch.trcc of luivin" made a loo gone ofl' to the Tower without this dc- 
/b«g rcsisumce. There was, the OU'fS tell gree of resistance, they w'puld have re¬ 
us, no use in pushing resistance so fur ; presented in all manner of contemptible 
ami, that a mere protest would have been lights. They wouUh have cracked their 
suflicient for the purpose *of “ trying the stupid jokes upon him, on all occasions ; 

*• right.” Trying the right! What use he would have been the constant butt 
' was there in ihat, in Sir Francis’s view of of their Joe Miller jeslS; they would hatre 
the matter? He had denied the right, turned round completely upon him. and 
He had asserted the warrant to be illegal, would have lost no opportunity of re- 
What nonsense is it, then, to talk about presenting him in a fallen state, in a slate 
getting a trial of that right ? Ju«t as if of humiliation. Thi.> would, too, have 
any trial could alter his opinion about tlie had its eflect, in dislant*parts of the coun- 

iliegaMty of the warrant!-But, can try, and abroad ; but, as things noware, 

the Whigs, who have, in a!! sorts of places, there is no joking ; nothing ridiculous ; 
fallen upon him, tooth ami nail, anon this uoihing out of which any old battjrcd 
'occasion; can these wise persons discover mountebank rake can iianitner an at-once 
no other «se in resistance than that of stupid and spiteful jest. No: all is seri- 
" trying the right?’’ H i'i very odd, but ofts now ; the circumstances of his impri- 
it really docs not seem ever to have oc- soninent are calculated to excite fear rather 
eurred to thenr, wise men as th-y seem lo than fun. Corruption doe.s, indeed, see 
be, that trying the mi'Jit, might possibly, her great enemy goiivg to a prisoTi; but, 
'be thougiit, by Sir Francis, to he of full she, at the same time sees, that it isneces- 
!is much use as “ trying tlie rigid” —■— sary to cad forth an army to take him 
Aye. there’s the rub ! Thcrc-’s the sting! thither. She.would have chuckled indeed, 
By liis protracted resistance he sliowed, could she have seen him hurried along, 
th.at the Honourable House stood in need like a shop-lifter, between two constables; 
of an army, to enforce its orders against but, tlie army ! oh, the army to con- 
him. Py this ro.sistance he gave the duct him! Ilorse, foot, and artillery! 
public a practical iilusiraium of wliat he “Down#' she cries, with Macbeth, 
-had so long been impve.ss’ng upon them in “ down ! down ! damned sight ! thou 

theory; a lesson nut to be rubbed out of " seai’st mine eye-balls !"-This is the , 

their mimis by any thing that can be done ..sting in the bosom of corruption; and, 

by any description of persons.-No without the protracted resistance, this 

‘wonder that corruption and peculation ami sting could not have been inflicted.——*— 
wouid-bc corruption and peculation .should Where, I should be glad lo know, are we 
be enraged at him! No wonder at all! to look, among the'-enemies of Sir Francis 
Perver-e fellow ! What, not go quietly to Biirdett, for an example of what they now 
the Tower; not slip avvay thither ‘lirough preach up as tit for hismt ? Whenhav'fe we 
the bye-lanes and alleys; not steal, as it ever seen any of t/iem shun Occasions of re- 
■wer^, into the prison, to winch the Ho- ceiving marks of popular applause? Ontbe 
nonrable House ha ’i ordered him to be contrary, have we nftt seen them courting 
taken; not ce^ off from bis liouseinVAe that iqipianse' in the most shameless man- 
darkt What a pet verse, what a cross- ner ? There are, perhaps, not a few of 
grained, wliat an unreasonable man, not to them, who haw- even gone so far as’ to 
take all the measures in his pow er to pre- draw up, with their own hands. Volet 
vent the people from showing their re- qf Thanks to themselves, and have gCt 
gafd for him ! There are those, amongst them passed at county-meetings af^ 
•^le Whigs, who protend to apjuove of all other assemblies. Besides, where is 
th ii he did up to th% (wmeoaoing qfhis that *man amongst us, who, at the close 
dtor- I Aye, Jo be sure, approve of any of a series of treatment-such as Sir 
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Francis Burdett bad received, was or-j 
dered to a prison; where is the man, 
amongst lis; where is the man in the 
world, who, under such circumstances, 
would sltttH the applause of his friends, 
merely because the expression of that 
applause would be mortifying and em¬ 
barrassing to his enemies ?-After all, 

however, the end, which Sir Francis had 
principally in view, in this nis pj^oiraeted 
resistance, must have bi‘on that of sh'.'v/iiig 
to the nation and to the world, that for 
the Honouiable Hon'>e to be able to [)ut 
him in prison, it, ttvvi necessurv to Cfdl in an 
UTii'y. This f.ict; this fact, which speaks 
so.plainly for itself llmt it needs no com- 
*nient; thi^ I'acttwhich so clearly demon¬ 
strates to the whole world what some peo¬ 
ple hel'ore doubted or allected to doubt; 
tiiis fact, which is a'l eJiKnunco, and 
speak.s in a voice much louder than that 
of the cannons at (he Tower; th!-: fact, 
so nece ssary to be known, has, to every 
human creature ui the kingdom, hei;n 
made known, ard well known too, by tlie 
so-much-censured protr.cted resistance. 

Impudence, we would have thought, 
might have been contented with the fore¬ 
going charges. Ojic vvouhl have though^ 
that even the hardihood accpiired in the 
praeiico of the, law, unchecked by.any 
spaik of native modesty, noght have been 
thussaiisiied. One would have supposed,* 
that, however brazen the front or callous 
the heart, and however profligate ihe 
companions of a man, it would still hav8 
been impossible to find, even in such a 
mail, inipiidcnee sufficient to assert (as 
one or Iwo writers have done) that the 
Tiolencfs which have been committed are 
chargeable on Sir Francis Burden, and that 
'theblood which has hem spilt is upon his head. 
Why not charge him, at «mt’e, with being 
*lhe author of Mr. Lethbridge’s motion ? 
’Whjmot charge him, with having caused 
^poor'fS^ie Jones to be committed ? Why 
jnut-dnt^ffhim with causing Mr. Yorke 
‘4o ‘idiut 'UfTthc Gallery ? in short, why 
at once, with the Wal- 
ttHiwen 'Et^pt^ition ? Surely nothing ever 
knpsMenlr as this ; nothing, surely, 
ieirerfdisooyered so com'plete a contemptr 
ffhr'thcMifeiise and discernment of the pub- 
Uic. 'fPbe'public, hq^'cver, are not to be 
tte'fdeceivea. The public are not to be 
brow-beaten out of their senses- The 
pHblic'well know, that Sir Francis Burdett 
has killed nobody; tbat.neither he nor 
his servants -have maimed or lacerated any 
body; that they ‘have insulted nobody ; 


and, That they havp been itie cause hf 
none of the evils ai^ disgraces that’hat'c 

tak^ place.-'One, more impudent than 

the rest of these accusers, charges. Sir 
Francis with having hoisted the standard qf 
insurrection. Wlierc, in the first place, let 
me ask, has any ayrnptoms of insurrection 
appeared^ Where ? In what part; and ifl 
what act ? In the breaking of windows ? 
When my windows were broken, and ray 
doors dashed in, at the Peace of Amiens, 
there was no talk of msurrection; "and, 
when one of the actors, who was a Clerk 
in the Post-Office, was brought to trial, he 
produced^ Wt order to obtain mitigation of 
punishment, a letter from Lord Auckland, 
then one of the ministry. When the 
drenched Jubilee mob broke the windows 
of ray friend Mr. Bosvillt, it w'as not 
called a symptom of JiwMirecfioB. In both 
thc-ce cases tim assemblage was .a drenched 
•nob ; but, it -t a word did we evei hear 

about insurnction -But, what bad Sir 

Francis iJunleit t.. do with the window- 
brcikhtg? lie was shut i;p ;n bis house. 
Let, tlieii, his accusers fiiiJ oc: -ome proof 
of his iii.viiig instigated to tlu-s^ to nult- 
uous proceedings, or let them stand con¬ 
victed of the most base caiuinny. - - 

\\'hose windows did (he people assail? 
Those of Lord Cuifereagh, Lord Wellesley, 
Lord (Jhatham. And why should Sir 
Francis Burdett wish them to select these 
persons? The windows of Mr- Yoikc and 
his friend Mr. Lethbridge were, indeed, 
also attacked; but, rhe wlioJe proceeding 
proves, that it was a sort of involuntary 
movement of the people, who had, as far 
•A'i sating on upon the ministry went, re¬ 
ceived a much greater impulse from the 
Whigs than from any body else, they 
having represented the mmistfy in such 

an odious and detestable light.-As to 

Sir Francis Burdett, he made no speeches 
to the people; he adiiies.sed no letters or 
paragraphs to them; nor did any of his 
friends make either speeches or addresses 
in his behalf; there were no placard.^, nor 
were there any w'ords or letters written 
on the walls, tending to stir the people up 
to arts of revenge; and (which is to ue well 
marked) from the beginning* to the 
there has been, neither in Sir Franciira 
language, nor in that of any of his friends,* 
nor in that of the people, ®ne single 
syllable heard, which could possibly be 
tortured into a meaning hostile .to the 
king, or the kh^y^gavernmenS, or to the 
kingly authoritv, in any shape, or jn any 
degree. On what, theD| -do thfite accusers 
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ground tlieir charge of“ raiding staiid- 

^ ard Insurrection ?” On what fact do 
they ground this charge ? Insurrection 
^tgainst whoinf Against Why, 

against Corruption: against Boroughinong- 
ering; against Seat-Selling; against Puh- 
lic-llobbery. Against these, indeed. Sir 
prancis Burdett has constantly raised 
the standard of mental Insurrection; 
against these he will still, I trust, continue- 
to raise that standard, until they shall have 
been fairly subdued. But, what had he 
to do vtith the violences cotninitled at the 
houses above named ? lie might as well 
be accused of the issuing of the Speaker’s 
Warrant. It is said, that, if ke had not 
protracted his resistance, the people would 
not have broken any wiadow.s ; but, there 
was a still more curtain way of avoiding 
the danger; and, what, I pray, shrtuld 
prevent Sir Francis from saying : ij" the 
Sptideer hud nut issued his veurrunt, there 
would have been no resistance, and, of 
course, no acts of popular violence, sup¬ 
posing tiiose acts to have been produced 
by the resi'>tance.-1 have sci-n it com¬ 

plained of by one stupid writer, that Sir 
Francis Burdett showed but little lave of li¬ 
berty by keeping a tyrannical nssetnblagc 
Ufore his door, cornpelling every one that 
passed, to pull oil itis hat in honour of 

their favourite representative.-Now, 

in the first place, though I dislike a tyran¬ 
nical assemblage full as much as this stupid 
writer, and though I would almost as lief 
have nty' soul ground out of my body as 
to pull my' hat off, or shew any mark of 
respect, at the command of such an assem¬ 
blage, still, I must say, that^he token of 
honour being demanded for another, and 
not for themselves, would have rendered the 
mandates pf this assemblage much more 

palatable to me.-One cannot help 

smiling at the anger of this Whig writer, 
who, after all manner of efforts, to misre¬ 
present, circumvent, and blacken the cha¬ 
racter of Sir Frapeis felt himself under 
the-necessity either of going a mile or two 
roond, or ot pulling oli' his hat in honour 
of the man, whom he wished to see de¬ 
stroyed in the public opinion; aye, in the 
o'oinion of those very persons, who com- 
Jjttt ed him to take his circuitous route, or to 

, jSii off his hat!- Tyrannical, however, 

as this was, what had Sir Francis to do 
with it I lie' issued no .such orders, or ad¬ 
vice, to the assemblage in the street. 
The Honourable House had ordered him 
to be seized and put' iifto a prison. He 
was endeavouring to resist what he deemed 


an illegal warrant. The people of West¬ 
minster appear to have thought him right. 
They showed their respect for'him, «nd 
their dislike of his'enemies. And, was 
he to blame for this ? Was he to blame if 
the people became rude and violent ? —— 
There is soiiielliiiig exceedingly impudent 
in the preferring of this charge; y'et, it 
is not without its solid reason. Many 
persons have been killed and wounded by 
the soldiers; since the vote for sending Sir 
Francis Burdett to the Tower, and since 
the issuing of the Speaker’s Warrant, 
many persons [rave been killed and wounded 
by tiu; soldiers; many persons have been 
cut and hooked; many parents, children, 
relations, friends, and neighbours have, 
been filled with grief, accompanied, in all 
probability, with feelings of another sort. 
This is well known ; and, therefore it is 
not surprising, that the well-known ene- 
mirs of Sir Francis Burdett, that all the 
writers, who, at ail event’s, pever fail to 
support Corruption and Peculation; it is 
nut at all surprising, that these persons 
should-all join in their endeavours to make 
the people believe, tliut all the cuttings 
and hackings and bruisings and killings 
were occasioned by Sir Francis Burdett. 
This is not at all surprising ; but, it would 
be very surprising indeed, if the people 
didlielieve it; ami, I wHl venture to say, 
that there is not a soul of iheiii, who dues 
nut treat the accusation with the scorn 
that it deserves. What! was it, then, 
/>ir Francis Burdett, who ordered out the 
Horse Guards ? Was it he, who caused 
them to shoot people and to chu|i ihetn ? 
The people were killed and w'oiMided at a 
distance from his house ; his servants were 
engaged in no affray ; he did nothing to 
stimulaternento shooter to chop : he had* 
ir’i fact, nothing at all to do with the mat¬ 
ter ; and, unless it be blameahle iu a man 
to he confided in and beloved by the peo¬ 
ple ; not the smallest particle ol blame at¬ 
taches to him for any of the violences that 
have been committed or any of the blood 
that has been spilt.—I shall not imitate the 
writers upon whose conduct I am com¬ 
menting : I shall not poiut out any person 
,or per.-oris, as having the blood of the 
killed upon their head : 1 shall leave that 
matter to the good sense and the Justice of 
my readers; but, I\:annot help exhorting 
such of the people as my Register may 
reach, to reflect well before they fix upon 
the objects of their blame, in this respect. 
Soldiers %re but mere machines ; they are 
bound to implicit obedience; a refusal to 
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obey is mutiny ; mutiny is punished with 
death. The people should, upon such oc- 
casidns,theret'ore,*bearthis in their minds; 
and should, besides, consider, that men in- 
red coats Irave feelings as well as other 
men, and cannot be expected to bear with¬ 
out resentment the scoffings and peltings 
of the people, whom, in factj hate 
done nothing to oftend. The people 
should bear in mind, ihat th^soldiers are 
their atm countrymen ; that they have, in 
reality, all the same interests, as to pub¬ 
lic matters, that the people have; that 
they are their sotjs and their brothers and 
their nephews; and, that though there 
may be, and doubtless arc, persons who 
may, upon some occa'^ions, endeavour 
to persuade tlie Soldiers, that they 
have an interest separate and different 
from that of the people, the fact is not 
so; fur that all of us, wheihcr clad 
in red coats oi;iii brown coats, must, in 
the end, be* equally aiilcted bj"^ every 

public measure.-IJefore I dismiss this 

part of the subject, 1 cannot retrain from 
offering a remark or two upon the attack- 
ing of homes, and at and icuunding 

people employed by the civil magistrates, a.s is 
.set forth in the Icing’s Proclamation of the 
lOtli of this month *. Till I saw this pro-* 

• • 

* By the King.— A Proci.vmation. 

George H.—Whevens a great numher 
of disorderly persons have, during the four 
last days, assembled themselves together 
in a riotous and tumultuous manner, and* 
have been guilty of many acts of outrage, 
having attacked the houses qf many of our 
loyal subjebts in several parts of our city of 
Westminster, and having jired at and 
wounded st vcral of our subjects employed by 
the Civil Magistrates in keeping our peace, 
and in preventing such unlawful proceed¬ 
ings : We, therefore, taking the same into 
our most serious consideration, and being 
fully determined tfn our part to use all 
means in our power to protect the lives 
and properties of our loyal subjects, to 
preserve the public peace, and to bring to 
condign punishment the authors of such 
violences, have thought fit, by and with 
the advice of our Privy Council, to issue/ 
this our Royal Proclamation, and thereby 
strictly to charge and#!xhort all our ioyul 
subjects ..to give their assistance in dis- 
eouiitenancing and suppressing all illegal 
outrages and assemblies, and to give all 
information to our M.ngistrates, by which 
the disturbers of our peace may lib brought 
to punishment; And we do hereby enjoin 


clamaiion, I had never heard ofany.^itiifc#(^; 
at any persons, by any body, except. 
firing by the soldiers; nor l^ve I yet.he«iw 
of but two cases of such firing, thougb;^^ ‘ 
have been in H*wn ever since Monday 
three o’clock, and have made, very diii- ‘ 
gent inquiry into the matter. The hrst of 
these cases is that of *3 man, who is said 
to have fired at a Tiiief-Taker in the 
neighbourhood of Cuvent Garden, and 
who, as the news-papers state, is a 
Surgeon from Edinburgh! I hope "miE 
PHiLOsIbpnERs” arc not sending up their 
pupils to get us into their crucible ? 

At any ra^e, if this account be true, 

here is nothing very alarming.-The 

other case is that of an Officer of the 
Guards, when upon guard in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Honourable House, hav¬ 
ing been shot at by some person unknown, 
at midnight last Monday.-For the ap¬ 

prehending of those who may have been 
guilty of this oilence, there is a .separate 
advertisement published by the Secretary 

_t__ 

and require all Ju-stices of the Peace, She¬ 
riffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, and all 
other our loving subjects, to be aiding 
and assisting to the utmost of their power 
in suppressing such illegal and tumultuous 
assemblies, and in detecting, apprehend- 
in.g, and bringing to justice the persons 
• concerned in assembling or instigating 
the same, and guilty of any ot’ the vio¬ 
lences above-mentioned. And for the 
better detection of the persons who were 
concerned in firing at and wounding our 
said subjects employed by the Civil Ma<^ 
gistrates in keeping our peace, and 14 
preventing such unlawful proceedings: 
Wc are graciously pleased to promise, 
that if any person shall discovei'any other 
person or persons who, directly or indi¬ 
rectly, %vas or were concerned in firing at 
and wounding any of our subjects as afore¬ 
said, so as that the person or persons dis¬ 
covered may be prosecuted for the same, 
such discoverer shall have and receive, as 
a reward, upon conviction of such offender 
or ofienders, the sum of Five Honubed 
Pounds, and a^ our gracious^Pardon for 
the said offeiif^, in case the person making 
such discovery shall himself be liable to^ 
be prosecuted For the same, and shall hof 
be one of the persons who acttrally fir^if 
at, or wounded, any of our loving snbjbQ^^ ‘ 
as aforesaid.—Given at our Court at the 
Queen’s Palace, this lOth day of April, 
1810, in the l^ftieth year of our Reign. 

God S.\\b the^King. 
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State,* and, I hare no scruple to 
Mit I most sincerely wish that the man, 
tb he who tie may, who made the hole through 
Has:.officer*s hat, may be- swung^ upon a 
gibbet; but, while 1 say this, 1. would 
‘venture my life upon the point, that, if 
liie platting miscreant could be discovered 
he would be found to be one of the bitterest 
etmim of the cause of the People, of the 
time of Re&irm, that Reform, which, 
Ecotc.and branch, would cut up Corruption 
and, Public-Robbery.-There is some¬ 

thing rather mysterious about tbit last- 
mentioned shooting. I know the spot 
well where it is described ,as having 
taken place; and, no man should have 
shot at me. in the relative situation des¬ 
cribed, without my ascertaining some¬ 
thing about the shooter.-At any 

rate, as it is manifest, that the cause, in 
which Sir Francis Burdctt is engaged, 
must sutler from any act ot' this sort 
being conimiltcd by any one zealous 
in that cause. Sir Francis mast necessari- 
ly deprecate alt such acts, and notliing 
sJiort of the protffi shall make me 
believe, that any' friend of Reform; that 
any friend of Sir Francis Burdett; that 
any one, who has ever been numbered 
amongst the friends of public liberty, has 
been guilty of sucfi an act. The enemies 


IVldlehall, April 12, liilO. 

WHEEtEAS it has been humbly repre- 
-sented to the king, that about twelve 
o’clock on the night of Monday last, as 
Ensign .John Stephen Cowell, of the 
Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards, 
who was on duty in Old Palace-yard, 
Westminster, was proceeding from thence 
to the Horse Guards for orders, when 
be got about half-way between the pas- 
aage near St Margaret’s Church and the 
end of the railing, heard the report of a 
gun or pistol very near him, of which he 
aaw the flash; in consequence of which 
his hat went off’ and he found upon exa¬ 
mination that a ball had passed through his 
hat. And whereas there is every reason 
to believe that such gun or pistol was wil¬ 
fully abd maliciously fired by some evil 
disposedparOm. His Majesty, ior the bet¬ 
ter apprehending and bringing to justice 
t the person who fired such gun or pistol, 
is hereby, pleased to offer a reward of 
five hundred pounds to any one who shall 
discover and apprehend the said offender, 
to be paid on convietjon by the Right 
Hon. the Lords Commissioners of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Treupry. -R RynEB. 


of Sir Francis Burdett choose to lay. all 
these acts at his door; but, let the public 
bear in mind these two 'facts: abai, R is 
his interest that no such acts should 
committed; and it is the interest of bis 
enemies that such acts should be com¬ 
mitted.——By way of conclusion to this 
part of the subject, 1 beg the reader to 
observe, that sevebai. shootings and wound- 
ings too, are hientioned in the king’s pro¬ 
clamation ; and. 1 think, he will, be of 
opinion, with me, that we should bear 
this in mind, and endeavour to find out, 
by-and-by, who those persons are that have 
been shot at and wounded, besides those 
who have been shot at and chopped by the 
soldiers. This is of the Jast importance. . 
The king commands us all to endeavopr to 
ascertain whoihe shootersiverc; and, though 
we may not be able to succeed in this, we 
shall, if they are ever to be found, easily 
find out, w'ho arc the persons that have- 
l)ecn shot at, and wounded, .other than 
those who have been shot at and wounded 
by the soldiers. 

That description of political writers, 
who are called Whigs, have, upon this 
occasion, acted a part truly wortliy of 
themselves. They fall, tusk and claw, 
tipoii Sir Francis Burdett, and vow that 
they will, one and ail, rally roK/u/,,IIi.s 
Majesty’s (ioverument. ' Some of them, 
indeed, afl’cet to make a distinction, and 
to .say, that they will rally round the Ho- 
hourable House. Just as it the Honourable 
Jlouse, who (it must afford the nation 
great satisfaction to be acquainted with 
the fact) has on army to defend it by land, 
and a squadron of armed boats to <defend it 
by water! stood in need of any assistance 
from these miserable tui'ii-coat writers! 
What! while the troops, horse and foot 
aiid artillery, are stationed in .such num¬ 
bers in and about WesUniuster, and while 
a squadron of armed boats lies at anchor 
in the Thames, ready to-defend the House 
on the sea side, shall a parcel of sneaking 
Whig wTitcrs have the audacity to talk as 
if the House stood in ne^d of their " ral¬ 
lying round it ?” No: the House stands 
in need of none of their assistance. It 
is (I most sincerely thank God for it) 
safely defended, both by land and water. 
——Well, then, it is the Government, 
round which theae Whigs mean to 
rally ? That is to say the Ministry 
foi*, as to the King, Sir Francis Burdptt 
resisted in the king’s name, and ia 
that nami he will stul demand justice; 
for he is not to be abused into the belief. 
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'that he is Uie injuring and not the injured 
party.—What, then, will these shabba* 
roo*n Whig writers, rally round the Mi- 
ntsiry! Meanness unparalleled! Rally 
round those, whom, but the other day, 
they called upon theuiation to condemn ! 
Rally round those, whom to support they 
declared would be a proot of the parlia¬ 
ment’s being a terrible national scourge ! 
What, rally round the authors of the Wal- 
cheren Expedition ! Rally round 'those, 
whom they have loaded with every op¬ 
probrious epithet and term; and, whom 
one of them hap denominated “ the De- 
" mon qf England /” Rally round the 
*' Demoh of England” will you! Aye, let 
• them ; and let shem, if they can, persuade 

the people to follow at their heels.-It 

is, as the reader will recollect, scarcely a 
week, since these Whig writers were using 
their utmost endeavours to rouse lli»; 
counties and gveat cities, to do what ? why, 
to petition the parliament for a turnin'' cut 
qf the ministry, that is to say, to use rai ans 
most unconstitutional, in order to force the 
king to dismiss his servants. The House 
had decided the question of Walcliercn, 
and the Whigs appealfrom the Home to the 
people. That was for the purpose of turn¬ 
ing out their opponent party: Uiat was I’dr 
th 9 purpose of getting into power. ,Now 
they condemn Sir Francis Burdelt, not for 
appealing to the people (for he has made, 
no appeal at all) but for so acting as to 
gain the approbation of the people, in op¬ 
position to a Vote of the House. For this 
crime; for this would they tear him to 
pieces; for this cause have they recourse 
to all m&nner of base insinuations against 
him; and, the very moment when they, 
underhanded, are at work to stir up the 
counties and great towns against tht minis¬ 
ters, they, ill order to give weight to their 
revenge against Sir F'rancis Burdett, 
declare that they will rally round those 
very Ministers ? • 

I bad- more to say, but my remaining 
space is small; and I wish in conclusibii, 
to address a few words to the friends of 


a bad cause , and impatience from doubt qf 
foal success. Reildier oftl^eseiido we feel. 
Our cause is good ; and, ifwegiveit time, 
its success is certain. We stand in neei:l 
of no artificial means of forcin" it for¬ 
ward ; none of those political hot-beds, 
called Clubs and Societies, which never 
fiid yet, in any part ef the world, produce 
good and wholesome and lasliug fmir, 
great as have been tlie talents and good 
as may have been the intentions of many 
of their members. We want no cabals; 
nojuntoes; nothing .secret. Open appeals 
to the plain good sense; to the innate 
love offreodom in the breasts of Elnglish- 
men ; to their honesty and their -love of 
country; these are alt that wc want.—■» 
What do wc ask for ? N«>ihing more than 
Lord Chatham said was absolutely neces¬ 
sary to prevent our becoming tlie vilest 
slaves in existence; nothing more than 
what Mr. Pitt and Mr- Fox, and Mr. 
Grey, have all said was ne^.ssary to 
save this nation fiom utter rum. They 
have rail said, that, without Reform, ruin 
niu.st come upon us. Is tile hour of 
that ruin at hand, or is it not i We^i 
then, are we to be called instirgents and 
rebels because wt ask ibr this Reform i 
One party told us, not Qiany days ago, that 
the other party was every thing that was 
execrable, ana that if they were not pu¬ 
nished the Honourable House was what I 
will not describe. Well: what did the 
Honourable House ? Why, did not even 
censure; nay, approved, gave their appro- 
buticn to what the first party solemnly de¬ 
clared must be visited with punishment. 
Yet, now we see that same first party, 
rallying round the latter in order to defend 
it, and that both may be defended against 
the friends of Rtform! - - Thtf case is so 
plain, that there can be no misunderstand¬ 
ing about it. All the world must clearly 
comprehend it. Time, and every moment 
of time, and every circumstance in our na¬ 
tional situation, and every event that ha|)- 
pens or that is to be expected; all work 
in favour of a constitutional Reform; and. 


Reform.-1 would exhort them to mo-- in spite of all that selfishness, which seems, 

deration and patience. The violent pro- at present, so resolutely bent up6n defeat- 
ceedings of our enemiej ; all their calunw ing our views, we shall, if steadily per- 
nies, all their abuse, all their attempts to severe, overcome every difficulty, and, 1 
vilify us, will not so much injury as trust, convince even our presentopponeutaf 
anyone act of our own, which shall be- that all our labours tend to restore and tr* 
speak violence or impatience. Wc need preserve, and not to destroy, 
be neither violent nor impatient. Violence COBBETT. 

generally proceeds from consciousness of Westimmter, l^th Aprilt \%\0. 



POLITICAL REGISTER.—OJfcM/Paper*. [573 


COBBETt’S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
Work is in the Pies^ and will be ptiblish- 
ed with ell proper dispatch. All Coiu- 
monicadtns will be carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
may be forwanled as early as possible. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Notes of tlie French Offtcial Paper, the. Mo- 
NiTEUR, on the King of Knglanu’s 
Speech, at the opening qf the Var'iamcat. 

(Continued from page ‘J'JO.J 

(Speech .)—“ Whatever temporary and 
“ partial inconvenience may have resulted 
" irom t|p measures which were directed 
by France against those great sources of 
our prosperity and strength, thosti mea- 
surcs have wholly failed of producing 
“ any permament or gencr.'il ellect.” 

(Moniteut .)—You acknowledge that the 
measures directed by France against the 
main sources of yq»r prosperity have pro¬ 
duced some cftect, but only a temporary 
ellect. We shall point out ilie reason whv 
that efil'ct has only been momentary, and 
indicate the remedy. The ailairsot'Spain 
have opened to you many ports of that 
kingdom ; they shall be shut against you. 
—Trieste was tor you a place of immense 
trade ; it is now for ever shut against you. 
Holland, above all, obstructed the lesult 
of measures, which tlerive their force from 
the uiiifonnily of exocutiun; she has be¬ 
trayed thB common cause; she has re¬ 
ceived your goods amleran American flag, 
disowned by the United Stales llinnselves, 
or any other cloak; but she shall not re¬ 
ceive them any longer. Your Orders jn 
Council of 11^07, render It necesnry, that 
the coast and ports of Holland heoeenpied 
by French troops, and that shall he done. 
And, as one of tlic results of the first and 
second coalition was the extension of live 
coast of Frahce to the Scheldt, tlie result 
of your Orders in Council of I5jt)7. will 
®be this, *0 extend the coa.,t of Franco to 
the Elbe.. The inconveniencies wliich 
you have hitherto c.xpcricnced in a mo¬ 
mentary manner, you shall henrefurth 
constantly experience, and in a manner 
more severe. It must be confossed, that 
the exertioi^s reqiured by the coniinoutal 


war, have caused many spnngs to be .re¬ 
laxed. The pt-ace of the Continent, secu¬ 
red by the union of two great empires, 
and the adhesion of Prussia, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Austria, to tlie same system 
will iiupari fresh vigour to all the measures 
and deprbe you of every means to trade 
with Europe. 

You pretend to impose new taxes, in 
order to subsidize y<>ur allies, but we aro 
not the dupes of yovir allegations. When 
you lay on mv/ taxes, it is merely to 
cover yonr dcfieil. Your iinanccs are an 
abvss, ol whii-h an enliglitened mind only 
sees ihi! depth. Yon endeavour to de¬ 
ceive yourselves and to deceive others; 
the truth will appear, whc^i the bankruptcy 
shall become general, and the paper- 
surface, wliicli covers the. abyss, be borne 
dovvii. 

{S}K'’cIi,)—‘" Tlic inveterate hosliliiy of 
“ the Enemy coniinuts to be directed 
" against this country with iTiiabated aiii- 
" mo.sily and violence, 

[Moniifur )—Bet wliat then is the proof 
of this inveterate anin>()S!lv of yonr ejiemy? 
Did not the two grenlost Alonarchs in the 
world concur at Erfurt to oiler you peace ? 
Still more lately have j'oii not refused to 
enter into negotiation, and sen.1 agents to 
Alorlai.x to ireat fur an exclcnige of pri¬ 
soners of war ? The proposal was made to 
you according to your own insinuations, 
but you eluded it when presenteduflicially, 
from tear it should lead to an acconimoda- 
7ion. 'J’he Emperor of Russia and the 
Emperor of France de..sire peace, because 
they are great and powcri'ul, by the ex¬ 
tent and natural riches of their territory. 
England on the contrary, desires it not; 
because she w ishes to subject the commerce 
of al! nali nis to an impost regulated by the 
tarifof her Parii.imein, to oblige all ships, 
under whalsoeter colourr, to come to 
London, and to auogatc tlic righlof laying 
a lax on the consump'tion of the whole 
w'orM ! Let tlie good genius of England at 
length open your e\cs. Rcnoimce these 
|u‘etr.nsions wbich yon cannot maintain, 
which will cause the ('ontiucni to sufier, 
bat which will end in vour ruin ! Restore 
Vour maritime law to its looting of six 
years ago. Repeal tii<>.u> fatal Orders of 
Council which no ) IS,wer caii ever recog¬ 
nise; for the Russian!, the French, and 
the Amer cans, will sooner recognise your 
King as King of Peter.>bnrgli and Mos¬ 
cow, of Paris, of Venice and of Rome, of 
Boston anti of Baltimore, than submit to 
the Orders of Council, which are nothing 
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less than a proclamation of universal sove- 
reiguty. 

l^ver was such a speech delivered from 
the throne of England ; and those who 
make a sovereign speak thus, shew, that 
in all their actions is as much duplicity as 
want of prudence and of real greatness. 
Assuredly, this speech was wrillen by the 
same hand that drew the instructions to Sir 
A. Welle-'ley, in Spain, to Lord Chatham, 
■at Walcheren, and the Orders of Council 
of. 1807. ’Tis thn same medley of inco¬ 
herent and ill-digested materials. 


Notes from the Same upon the Debates 

, in ^KLIAMENT. 


Debate on the Kint''’s Speech ia the House of 
Lords. 

Lord Liverpool ,—" Austria rrqnested 
“ that wc should retain VValchereii until 
“ the Treaty bfPeace was brought to a ter- 
" mination; and how'ever severe the con- 
ditions are which she has been compelled 
“ to sign, it is certain that they are very 
** moderate in comjjnrison of those with 
'Mvhich Buonaparte threatened her; and 
" there must have been some cause which^ 
" urged him to renounce the pretensions 
" whikh he in the/irst instance advance.” 

(MonUeur.)—-Thii English Expedition 
^ gave us some uneasiness at the beginning 
of August; by the 13th of that month it 
was only an olyect of ridicule. The 
» squadron had gone up to Antwerp, and' 
there were 100,000 men collected in the 
environs of that place. On the l.Mh of 
Seplernbcf, all the accounts from Flushing 
informed us that the English were dying 
tliere by thousands. At that period, the 
Peace, though not actually signed until the 
middle of October; was looiied upon as 
concluded. 'I'lie Austrians, who are ac¬ 
quainted with the Isle of Wale heron, 
shrpgged up their* shoulders on finding 
that the cabinet of London, who extend 
their geographical discoveries to the South 
Sea, were ignorant of what every English 
■muggier and coaster knows, namely, that 
one cannot, witit ’impunity, sleep in the 
open air for two nights together, on the 
coasts of Waicheren, in the months of July, 
August, Sept. Octobpr#and November. 

It. appears, then, that the destinies ol 
the Expedition to Waicheren were termi- 
, nated, when the Peace w’as concluded.^ 

Had the Englisii Expedition remained 
in the I^wns, and in the Thanfes; had 
the troops remained encamped on the 
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coast in a mena 9 tnff p4et«re; .such a mea¬ 
sure might have led us' to apprehend a 
diversion, and might have produced .some 
eflect. But after . the Ex|>edition took 
place, when the months of September and 
October elapsed in giving proofs of the 
fatal, blundering awkwardness which at¬ 
tends ail the opeiratioAs by land, the Ex¬ 
pedition to Flushing entered for nothing 
into the calculations of the belligerent 
powers. Besides, the Russians, Swedes, 
Danes, ^rnssians, Austrians, Spaniards.'are 
all too well acquainted with the English 
(iovernment to rely upon its succours. 
They knqw that, through the fogs of 
I/>ndon, it can see nothing; and that none 
of the Statesmen of England have carried 
their political views beyond those of a 
Merchant of the City in his counting- 
house. Tnstead of deliberating, as we m^ 
say, on the ground floor, let them ascend 
to the top of the Tower of London. They 
will then perceive that it is the interest of 
England to adopt a policy more generous, 
and emliracing a greater number of objects 
within its range. But th^wa.nt the Eng¬ 
lish to be the monopolisers of the w'orld, 
and consequently the enemies of the world. 
This sentiment displays itself in all your 
actions, in all your expressions, because it 
is the main spring of all your ideas. 

You retained the Isle of Waicheren, 
•because, amidst the jarring opinions of the 
Cabinet, you could not come to any deci¬ 
sion ; because you were told that the Isle 
of Waicheren might become a second 
Cibrailar, and enable you to command, 
the Scheldt. Under this impression, you 
fortified Flushing, and erected permanent 
structures. Already materials had arrived 
for building barracks and n^agazines. 
The French soldiers observed you with a 
secret joy ; and, fur the retaking of Flash¬ 
ing, with from 13 to 20,000 prisoners, 
waited only for the month of December 
and the setting in of the frosts, which would 
have rendered your retreat impossible. 
The clamours of your military men, and 
the evident proof of the plan which tlie 
Fieiych had in view, gave yon good, ad vice. 

It was, therefore, your indeqision, your 
■false calculations, that made you retain 
the Isle of Waicheren; and not the in¬ 
treaty of Austria, who scarcely knew of 
ybur lauding when slio had rctlolved to 
make peace, and who knew, better than 
any other, that she li id nothing to ex¬ 
pect from it; peace having been actually 
concluded on J.lie 20lU of Septemlier, 
though not signed until the 1 Uf of Octo- 
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ber. It theou appe^s, thutt it could not 
bare been the interest of Aus^ia that made 
you retain the pestilential Isle' of Walche- 
ren daring the inontlu of October, NoTeni> 
ber, and December. Anachronisms may 
be borne with in a matter of ancient his¬ 
tory. A mistake of two or three months 
may even be regarded as of little conse-^ 
quence, with respect to a fact that hap¬ 
pened twenty years ago ; but in this case 
with the fact before our eyes, you have 
the• hardihood to assert that, during the 
mcMiths of October, November, and De¬ 
cember, an English array was ordered to 
occupy the marshes of Walcheren, or, 
in other words, that 100 men a'day were 
to be sacrificed for €0 days in succession, 
^>.procure more favourable conditions of 
peace to Austi'ia, who had made her peace 
commencement of October. I'his is 
19 insult the credulity of the people, and 
to laugh at the opinion of Europe. 

Debate on the same su^ect in the House qf 
Commons, 

f 

Mr Canninj'. —“ The subjects of Buona- 
" parte would have then seen, that whilst 
" he flattered them with narratives of his 
" foreign victories, they were not secure 
" from invasion on the.ir own territory.” 

AfoAt^eur.—Wft&t a profound man is 
this same Mr. Canning! What a great 
secret he reveals to us! that a suptrior 
naval force can effect a landing on our 
coasts. The French most be very raw 
indeed, to be ignorant of such a discovery. 
The English can violate the French terri¬ 
tory; but they have,never violated it with 
impunity. , 

Mr. Cmning.—•• At that period, a dis- 
•• position wras manifested in that part of 
" lus dominions to shake off the yoke of 
" his tyranny.” 

Moniteur. —Mr. Canning by this asser¬ 
tion, covers himself with ridicule. If we 
could open the portfolios of the police, and 
make known the famous conspirators Mr. 
Canning talks of, we should discover enn- 
iq>iracies and plots, like those of Drake, 
who was applied to, merely to ease him 
of hi^ money, and to know, from himself, 
what he was about. Men of wonderful 
ability f TTiey boast of having secret cor¬ 
respondents in France, and they are su>-- 
rounded by O'**" spies. We read in their 
Cabinet, and, fisra very slight challenge, 
we could publish the official correspond¬ 


ence of the English Under; Secretaries and 
their agents^ with those whom they ^all 
conspirators, and maike them, the Inughiiig 
stock and bye-word of Europe. We ought 
to say thus much to tranquillize the inha- 
bitapts of the territory which Mr. Canning, 
were there any truth in his statement, 
would denounce to the severity of the laws. 
The Government has not had to complain 
of a single Ffenchraan. There have been 
corre.sponflenccs with England; but they 
were carried on by subaltern agents of the 
police, under the authority of the Chiefs 
of that department. Those were the spies 
of Mr. Canping. 

Debate in the House of Lords on the Motion 
of Thanks to Lord Wellington. 

1 Lord Grey. —" In all these respects, the 

results of the baltie” (of Maida) “ were 
“ successful.” 

Moniteur. —Military Europe will see 
w'ith astonihliment the parliament of Eng¬ 
land occupying itself about the aflair of 
Maida, a very inconsiderable action, in 
which 5,000 English had to do with 1,800 
Frenchmen, 1,300 Poles, and about 1,000 
Neapolitans. The French did not succeed 
in routing the English, who were under 
the protection of their vessels. One shrugs 
up onc\s shoulders at seeing a Parliament 
and" a nation occupied about so insignifi¬ 
cant an aflair. A few days after that 
event, the English re-embarked, happy in 
having landed on the Continent without 
being made prisoners. 

[Upon the Marquis Wellesley’s review 
of his Brother’s canipaigil, the Moniteur 
makes the, following remarks:—rj 

Lord Wellesley is extremely maladroit. 
He forgets the march of the Duke of Dal¬ 
matia upon Placentia with the 2d corps, 
of the Duke of Elchingen with the 6th, and 
of the Duke of Treviso with the 5th; that is 
to say, in all between 60 and 80,000 men. 
There is not a word of. trath in the whole 
of this passage. The battle of Talavera 
wag doubtful. The French conducted their 
attack badiy, and committed great faults. 
But the allied army was superior to the 
French, as it consisted of 38,000 Spaniards 
and 26,000 English, cvhilst the French 
army amounted .udy to 45,<)0Q men ; and 
it is a fact that the Engli^h were beaten 
and driven Irom’ thS fii Id as often as they 
attempted tu aOix'k the French. 

(To he continued.J 
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“ 1 beseech you, for the time to come, that we commit none but our own memlier.; ami that we avoid 
•* these old Council Table Warrants, which run in generals, * dui inj; pleasure which was the cause of 
“ that excellent law, got with s-o much <lifficiilty, ealkd ‘ The Petition of Right;’ That ‘ for abolishing 
‘ the Star-Chanilier, and regulating the Coiincil-Tahle,’ is not inferior to ii.—I pray let n-. renw niber, 
“ and apply it to ourselves, how dangerous and fatal it hath ever been for kings to extend and stretch 
“ their prerogatives above, and beyond law; for the same fate liefel the Council-Table, Star-Chambi-r, 
“ and High Commission. I pray let us keep ourselves within^nr sphere, and not make our privi|e;.*cs, 

Enlia transcendentia, uhich are not to be found in any predicament of L.aw.”- Sir John MAVN-\ni>’'j 

Speech in the House of Commons, 1648. Parliamentary History, Vo!. III. p. 9'iS>. 

“ When I said to Lord Chatham, What will become of poor I'tiglaiid, that doats on the imperfections 
'• of her pretended constitution ? be replied, My dear Lord, the go.tt v ill •dispose of me soon erionpli tv 
prevent nm from feeling t!ic consequences of this infatuation: but, befnr.‘ the end of this eeiitury, 
either l/ie I’arliamedl Kill reform iisefffrom Kilhin, or be rrfoi.ned uii/i a ve;ifeanci froiii itii'to d.” • •• 
r.ARL Buchan’s Arrays on the Lrees and lyrtimgs of Fletcher and Thomson ; p. !il j. Octavo, ll'.il. 
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SIR FRANCIS 


AND 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM ! 

Thf,.sf. words are tiie mollo of the Peo¬ 
ple of Wcstiniiistcr, and, indeed, of (lie 
people ofEiijrlanJ, wlio are now ijnite sa¬ 
tisfied, that nothing ran save them from 
that ruin and degT.idalion, which was pre¬ 
dicted by Loud Chatham, but a reform, 
u tr«/fcforrn, a rad veal rel'orni, in tlie Com- 
,muns House of Parliament. Rring of opi¬ 
nion, that the prcseiit itrugcrle (hr the per- 
s 9 Bal liberty ofihc Mibjtct, and that all 
the other .strug."!cs, .tii* of no ns’o, and can 
be of no use, unless a.s tending Towards the 
producing Ilf that r';foi ;.i, it my inten¬ 
tion, in the jirescnl sheet, to 'dJer some 
ojaserv'jlions ivith re.spect'o \'' e sort of re¬ 
form to be desired, and tliu natural conse- 
guenres of such reform. 

Ihit, before I enter upon these, observa- 
tinn.s, 1 must lieg the reader’.s patience,, 
while I finish wdiat, f<<i' want of time and 
for want of more fail information, I left 
unfinished last week, ui the Ilisforv, which 
I gave of (he sending of Sin Fk.vncis (we 
may leave out the Burden, for there i.s but 
one Sir Francis in England) to the Tower, 
and the remarks which were added, re¬ 
lative to hi.s conduct, subsetjuciit to the 
Vote of the Honourable House for sending 
liira thither. 

The misrepresentation^, \fith regard to 
the conduct of Sir Eranci.s, during the 
space from the issuing of the Sjieaker’s 
^arrantto the time of the actual imprison- ' 
ment, were pretty well exposed lastweck. j 
But, upon one point the exposure was not 
i^uite complete,.-Mortification at wit-1 


nc.ssing the proofs of Sic Francis’s popu¬ 
larity ; the, cinw; the “ envy, eldcsf 
born of hell,” which tliis sot in motion, 
gave rise to the attempt which wt.s made 
to propagate a belief, that .Sir Frajicis had 
broken his proi/iise wdth the Serjeant at 
Arms. Enough was said, upon thi.s sub¬ 
ject, to .satisf\’ .my rational man of the utter 
falsehood of the eliarge, and, indeed, there 
js no such.man that doubts of its f.dse- 
hood ; but, a lillle more hiay, and .shall, 
be done in tin* way of exposing to public 
execration those with whom the calumny 

oPigiriated.-On Friday Forenoon, about 

ten o’clock, the .Serjeant at Arms wrote a 
letter to Sir Francis, wishingto know, when 
ft would he agreeaide to him lor the Ser¬ 
jeant to go to hirii"and conduct him to (lie 
Tower. Sir I'lancis wrote, for arirwcr: 
“ .Sir, 1 have just received your polite 
“ letter, and .shall be at home to receive you 
“ at twelve o’clock to-morrow.”—;—Tlie 
.Serjeant went to him in the evening of 
the .sanu day (before this letter had 
reached him) ; and, parted with Sir Fran¬ 
cis upon an agret ment, that the Serjeant 

was do go the next day at eleven. -In.^tend 

of this, however, the Serjeautwent again 
that same night, atid wished to take Sir Fran¬ 
cis olV immediately. Sir F’rancis refused to 
go; here began the resistance;. and 

this was called “ a breach of promijie ”- 

It was before shewn, that Sir TVancis’s 
letter to the Sei jeant contained vo promise 
at all; that, to say, that he .‘should be, 

“ at home to receive the Scijeant,’ Has so 
far from saying, tnat he .should he ready to 
go with the Serjeant to the liviver, that it 
pretty clearly meant <)u!le another thing ; 
and, that, even siiijpo.>ing Sir Francis, at 
the first interview with the Serjsant (in 
T 
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the afternoon of Friday about five o’clock,) 
even supposing him then to have used 
Hurds that seemed to imply, tiiat he 
would go to the Tower with him the fiext 
day, it did not follow, that he broke his 
promise because he refused to go with him 
that nijrhl; though, if such understanding 
hud really cxiste'd between them, it is 
clear enough that the Serjeant would be 
chargeable with a breach of his promise. 

-The truth, however, appears to be, 

tliat no suci» promise ever was made by 
Sir Francis, citber by expression or im¬ 
plication. And this truth is manifest from 
the Evidence of the Serjeant liUnsetf, wtiicli 
evidence, as published by the Honourable 

House itself, 1 have now before me.- 

From this evidence, it appears, that the 
Serjeant, after seeing Sir Francis, in the 
afternoon of the Friday, about_^r>e o’clock, 
went to the Speaker; and, that, it was 
in consequence of what the Speaker said 
to him, that he altered his mind about 
the time of putting the warrant in execu¬ 
tion, and that he went to Sir Fiaiicis about 
€i!;ht o’clock, in order to put his warrant in 

execution without delav.-Now, if the 

Serjeant had 7io ?rotiq/i of any resistance; if 
he really did understand that Sir Francis^ 
meant to go qUetly with him the next 
day, what did he go to the Speaker at all 
for about the maticr? What could take him 
to the Speaker ?——-But, let us hear Ins 
own story, as far as relates to this ]>oint: 

- . ■" A little before four o’clock (Friday 

afternoon) I went down to the House of 
“ Commons, and was told, that Sir Fiaricis 
“ had been seen going into his house; 1 
** immediately went buck, and saw Sir 
Franeis. He told me that be bad writ- 
" ten me an answer to my letter, thanking 
“ me for it, and saying, that he would be 
ready to "receive me the next morning 
at eleven o’clock ; at the same time he 
** said he should write a letter to the Speakei. 
"I then left him under the impression 
" that he intended to go with me the iic.xt 
morning; and thinking that the quietest 
** method of carrying the thing into rftlct 
** was the best, and having received the 
Spe'aker’s advice when I received the 
•* Warrant to treat Sir F’rancis with proper 
" respect and courtesy, or words to that 
** effect. I may be allowed perhaps to 
** state at this moment that I had always 
** conceived that to have been a sufti- 
»* cient notice from myself to a member 
** of parliament, without serving the War- 
** rant perhaps in a more regular way. 
“ If 1 ijiave erred in any way, 1 trust the 


'* House will consider that I Did it from a 
" proper motive of delicacy; that I wjshed 
" to shew proper respect to a member of 
“ parliament upon such an occasion; and 
“ had I wished to carry my Warrant into 
“ elfect at that moment, it would I think 
" not have been in my jfower, as I had no 
“ assistance with me whatever, and there 
** was a large mob collected before the 
“ door of Sir Francis’s house. From Sir 
“ Francis’s house / went to the Speaker, and 
“ reported to him what had taken place; and 
*' the Speaker advi.sed me immediately to go 
“ hack and put my JFacrant into execution, 
and also atlvised me to call at the Secre- 
“ lary of State's Office for any assistance / 

“ conceived necessary to Stable me to exeetde 
“ tny Warrant. I was detained at the 
“ iSecrctary of State’s Office till half past 
" .wen, and then was attended by Mr. 

“ Clcnientsuii to Sir Francis Burdeti’s 
“ house. Oil our beingsidmitted to him, 

“ I told Sir Francis that I ifas sorry to in- 
“ form him that 1 must name an earlier 
“ hour fur his removal, and shewed him 
“ the W’arrant for taking him into cus- 
“ tody, which he read. Sir Francis then 
o said, that he disputed the legality of the 

" Speaker’s Wan ant, &c. &c.”-^Then 

iulluws matter about which there is no 
di.^putc.-Well, thew look at this evi¬ 

dence. We ste, that, at the very first 
interview. Sir Francis told the Serjeant/ 
that he should send a letter to the Speaker. 
Why should he tell him that, unless some¬ 
thing had 'oeen said about resistance to the- 
warrant; or, at least, if Sir Francis had 
meant to obey the warrant ? But, sup¬ 
posing the Serjeant to have conceived the 
notion, that Sir Francis meant to write the 
Speaker a let ter of complinteiUs or of thanks; 
still what carried the Serjeant in post¬ 
haste directly from the house of Sir 
Francis to that of the Speaker ? Why 
shoul.l ho go and make “ a report” to the 
Sjieakcr, unless something material had oc- 
ciiried ? What had he to report upon, if 
Sir Fiaiicis and he were perfectly agreed 
as to tin; lime of going to the Tower; 
and, if no resistance was apprehended ? 

I think, that a very small portion of even 
common sense is quite sufficient to enable 
any man to perceive, from these circum¬ 
stances, tliaU tlv! Serjeant must, at the 
very first interview, have received an inti¬ 
mation, that Sir Francis meant to resist 
the execution of the warrant, and that, 
course, the charge of breach of promise,' 
on the part of the latter, has no founda- 
lion.——Bui, what does the Speaker say. 
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upon the report being made to him ? 
Why J “ go and execute your warrant 
" immediately/.'* AinJ, lor what reawn ? 
Why should he give this advice, if he was 
to]d, that it was understood between the 
parties, that Sir Francis would go quietly 
the next day ? Why/, I again ask, should 
■ the Speaker wish to push on the Serjeant 
thus ? Oh ! but he docs not stf p there ! 
He advises the Serjeant besides, to cull, in 
his way, “ at the Secretary of State’s.” 
And what for? What does the Speaker ad¬ 
vise him to call there for f Oh ! only 
“ for'any assistance , that ha concei\ed 
“ necessary to enable him to cxcciUe his 
“warrant.'’ -Bravo! Here is a de¬ 

lightful story ! The Serjeant goes to 
the Speaker, and, having told him that 
Sir Francis meant to go with him to the 
Tower very quietly, the Speaker advises 
him to call at the Secretary of State’s 
ofiice for any assistance that may he ne¬ 
cessary to cnablc’him to execute his warrant ! 

- -As if, however, this was not enough, 

the Serjeant is so good as to give the Ho¬ 
nourable House a little positive testimony 

to the same point.--The leader will 

bear in mmd, that the Serjeant’s first in¬ 
terview with Sir Francis was about Jive 
o’clock on Friday, and that his second in- 
tcrview,with him w'as about el/rkt o’clock^ 

or, at lca.st, later than half past seven. - 

Well, now, observe, the Serjeant tells us, 
above, that he left Sir Francis, at fi'e, 
“ under the impression that he intended 

“ to go with him the next morning.”-- 

Bear the hours in mind, and then hear hini 
again. He is a.sked ; “ At what hour on 
“ Friday did*you ^st inform the Speaker, 
that Sir Francis Hrdett meant to resist 
“ the warrant ?” Jilark his answer : “ Be- 

“ tvveen^re and six.” -This is pretty 

complete, 1 think. And j et there arc men 
so base ; there are turn-coats so vile as to 
pretend to believe, that Sir Francis, at the 
first interview, proniisod the Serjeant that 

he would go with him to the Tower !- 

Bui, I shall he told, that the Setjeant as 
positively tieclares the tlireot contrary/ of 
this in another part of his evidence. He 
does so; but, let it,be observed in what 
.manner the contradiction is extracted 

from him.-^We will take the dialogue 

just as It stands. The Scalar, we niu.st 
bear in mind, is the person who puts the 

questions to him here.-“ Afr. Speaker. 

‘^f the Serjeant has an}' doubt upon this 
‘^oint, and one or two other points, I 
** would beg to state to the House the re- 
" collection 1 have upon the subject. In 


“ the early part of his evidence, the Ster- 
" jeant did appear to intimate, that he had 
informed nie that ie->isiancc was to be 
“ expected liom Sir Francis Burdettwhen 
“ lie saw me Iierc at the lluuse, and the 
“ House was sitting ; I wish the Serjeant to 
“ recollect, wliether wluui he. came to me, 
“ tlie House then silting and I in my pri- 
“ vale room, and when I asked him whether 
he had brought the receipt cf the Licu- 
“ tenant of the Towe.r for his prisoner, he 
“ did not ;i,l, th.it time mention, that on thd 
" ceutrai x. It was then settled betneen 
“ him and S r Francis Biirdett/.W he should 

“ go the fjlltf.txng d.-j ? — Y f.s. - Blr. 

“ Speeder. Bid you not afierwarcls .see me 
“ hetivccii nine and ten o’clock '.'t night, 
“ after yon had .‘een Sir Francis Burden. 

the second time, and after you had read 
•' the warrant to him, and after Sir Francis 
Burdett had insivercd that he sho’dd 

“ resist that Warrant ? — Yes. -A/r. 

“ Speaker. Recollecting these two conver- 
” sations with me, at what time do you 
“ think it stas that you fit'st informed me of 
“ Sir Francis Burdeft’s intention to resist 

“ the Warrant.? — The Last. - Mr. 

“ Speaker. And not the first? — And not 

“ THE FIRST, undenibleefly/. - Mr. Speaker, 

‘'*So that the first iniimatien from you to 
“ me ofthc intention of Sir Francis Burdett 
" to resi.st the warrant, did not come to me 
“ Ull between nine and ten on Friday night .— 

" No.”-I'his, the reader will observe, 

is precisely the contrary of what the Ser- 
jflFint before positively asserted, ffhieh of 
the two ought to be believed must be left to 
thejuilgitncnt of the reader. Bii!,sldl ihtie 
remains the f.u.t, which was no wher.; 
contradcled, that, at the. interview 
Avith the Speaker, the Speaker did advise 
the Serjeant " to call at the Sccrcl&ry of 
“ State’s offiec for any assistance that 
“ miglil 1)0 necc.ssary to enable him to exc- 
“ cute his ivarrant .advice Avhich it 
.seems quite iaipo.ssiblo to reconcile widi 
the as.sertion, that Sir Francis had promised 
to go to the 'J'owcr the tiext day, and that lie 
Inul intimetted no intention to resist. ——This 
matter is now fully and f.iirly before ilie 
public. ii.it I have noiv saitl uport it, 
wivi not at all necessary in A’indif'.'.'io.i of 
Sir Francis; l)ut, it may' be of great use 
as an exposure of his and the iie iple’s 
•e:oyst enemies, who raised the erv'of breach 
ol promise against him vAith a view ef 
disguising the base motnf' <*f the:r opt-n- 
ly deserting a c.niis<\ which, whenever 
their interests miglit leqiiire it, they* al¬ 
ways would have When ready to betsay. 
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Tlirrc bos been somettihig said about 
tb.’ (lisotvmng ol Sir Francis by hh former 
frimdsj which it is proper to notice here. 

-In the debate, in the Ilonournhh- 

IIouM', of the 16th instant. Mu. Cawntnc 
IS reported -to have said, that he had 
chaugetl his opinion of " tlie great offender 
“ in the Tower. Of that oth nder he 
“ should ■ at present only say. that the 
“ good opinion which he before expressed, 
V and certainly entertained, of him, he 
'* novj compi idp reroked. For lift could not 
*• litl|) thinking of that person's conduct as 
at! his ou.vi./ini/n r/i itndspj'ofessed to do.” 

-Oh! unhappy Sir Frandls! Mi.serable 

man 1 Mr. Cunning ; aye, Mr. (Icorge 
Cu-tning, has lerokeil hi.s good opinion of 
you ! Awful denunciation !- — Nor is this 
all: he is reported as having said, that 
all yuur “ former friends” have done tlie 

s.nne.-But, who arc those friends to 

whom Mr. Canning is said to have, al¬ 
luded. Who does he mean? Why tod 
he not r.in/ie .'oinebody ? He, doe.s not 
kno.v, I imagine, wljoare the friends of 
5>ir Irancis. Theie is, mderd, a iMn. 
Lyttcrtox, a rn.."ni!jer of tlie Honouridile 
House, under who-e name a paragi-c-ph has 
been published in the news-papers, an.l 
•W'iio, in ilia said paragraph, i.s s.iij to have 
made a declaruiion, that he. though with 
TXTKLME ANccisn, fdt hiinsclf impdled to 
abandon the llonourubk Jiuronct, both as a 
pniVATF, a i’oiiTn \L Fr.ii..\». IS'ow, 
it is hut right, that the world sIiokKI know, 
that this gentleman has wcicr been ndmitthl 
into the hou.w of S^r Trancis in his ^e; that 
there was not even any acquaintnneeship 
existing between them, except nicrclv what 
might have taken place in the House of Com- 
liioin',\and, in short, that in the usual scii.se 
of the words, Mr. Lyttleton w as neither a 
friend nor an tictjuaintance of Sir Francis 
Burdett. The reporters, therefore, (for 
they all agree) must, I should hope, have 
made a mistake; for, though there njay he, 
when the purpose is friendly, nothing 
Tcry blarueahlc in a man’s putting forward 
claims of friendship with another ; yet, 
when the purpose is unfriendly, there is 
certainly something very blameable in it, 
and especially under circumstances simAar 
to those, which existed at the moment, 
wlien Mr. Lyttlelon’s claim is said to 

have’been made.-It is very rare lliat 

private friend.ships are suddenh/ formed 
after men arrive at Sir Francis’s agft. The 
friendship, which ste must be supposed to 
have in view, in a cas; like the present, 
is friendship, or attachment, from public 


principle; and, whether Sir Francis has 
last any thing in this way, the dem.onstla- 
tions of public feeling, during the last fif¬ 
teen days, pretty clearly evince. If Mr. 
Lyttleton was present at, or within hearing 
of, the shouts of the Westminster Meeting, 
on Tuesday last, the 17th instant, he must, 
I should think, want little more to convince 
him, thatf Sir Francis finds w'hcrcwiih to 
console him for the loss of Mr. Lyltletoii's 
“ friendshipaye, and for that of Mr. 
Canning’s “ good opinion” into the bargain. 

-In truth, these arc very miserable 

expedients. They have not the smallest 
cflect upon cither the character or the in¬ 
fluence of the person, to oju rate against 
whom they are intended. To the mass of 
the people, to those who possess the physi¬ 
cal slrengtli, and in wdiosc breasts the jiopu- 
lar enlhiisiasm boil.s, they are quite in- 
coniprclirnsihle ; with intelligent men, 
th<).se wiio possess thft directing mind, 
thf y ere ^albjccts of ridicule ; and hat »• an 
influence with those only, who in times 
like these, aic, as to public matters, of 
no more con.seijiicnce than the flies or 

tlic worms.-Were it not lor that wilful 

blindnc.ss with which the i iicmies of .Sir 
Francis, or, rather, of his principles, are, 
and always have In cn afflicted, those enc- 
,nies would perceive Uiat it is perfectl}^ 
vain for them to endi.ivour to sap tlie 
fiundaticii of his puhlif eliaracter. This 
character has not bi,cn raised by the means 
ol' any Irichri/. It has grown out of a 
long series r,!'exertions for what he ha.; 
cleeund and vvha* t'.io people believe to bo 
the public good. IHlias nevpr, during the 
whole of his career, ^Nght the gratifica¬ 
tion of his own intenst. He has never 
nhandoner! any principle, for which he 
has contended. He has never yielded to 
circumstances. No party has, at any 
time, been able to warp him from the 
straight line of bis duty. Self has, in no 
case, been considered by him. A desire 
to see his country free and happy seems, 
at an early age, to have seized fast hold 
upon his mind; and, it is clear, that, what¬ 
ever some persons may affect to believe, 
the general,^ and alihost universal persua¬ 
sion, i.s, that he is the truest friend thatf 
England possesses. If his own conduct 
had left this *persuasion incomplete, it 
would have been completed by the con¬ 
duct of his enemies ; who, upon no occa¬ 
sion, have lost an opportunity of treati#g 
him with despite. From these causes he has 
heeif raised to a height of popular favour, 
which, perhaps, no man berore him ever 
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attained and, this popularity he will, I 
am corifident, never use for any ether pur¬ 
pose th|in that of securing the Freedom and 
the happiness of his fellow subjects, and 
of supporting the true dignity, the lawful 
privileges and prerogatives of the parlia¬ 
ment and the king.-rThe people have 

not failed to notice the maliciousness, 
which has been, by all men in power, dis¬ 
played towards him; the infinite pains 
that have been taken to misfepresent his 
character and his views ; the hypocritical 
arts which the less bold have resorted to 
for thifi purpose ; and, itu short, the end¬ 
less contrivances which the friends of cor¬ 
ruption have made use of against him. 
All these have been observed : the people 
have-been deceivetl by none of them; 
but, on the contrary, these contrivanco-s 
have tended more, perhaps, than any thiiisr 
else, to defeat the purpose of the coiifii- 
vers. No matter what set has been in 
power, the Pitts, the Addingtons, the 
I’oxitcs, the (’a.’tlereaghs, the Percevals: 
it has still been the same with respect to 
him. They have all shewn their hatred 
of him. They have very justly described 
one another; they have said of om^ an- 
other M hat was veiy true ; hut, w iienevir 
the ohjcct has been to attack him, hoik sidrs 
have forJiiilly johicd, us tlioy did in l!:<‘ 
ca»c iitVlic accusaiiuii against C'aslleieagk 
and Perceval, charge ! with tiMpilckiiig in 
si.als, and which accusation they resolved, 
J J 0 to S■■>, not to hear.——All tliis the peo¬ 
ple have noticed ; and the consccjucnce 
:s, that there exists an almost universal 
persuasion, that Sir P'rancis is the man on 
whom the greatest reliance ought to be 
placed ; a persuasion, that he is the na¬ 
tion’s best friend, and that, were it not for 
him, the people would be tre:ited worsi- 
than they are; a persuasion too, which is 

by no means unjust.-And, is a man 

like this to be put down, is it imagined, 
by the clamours of trading anli-jacubins, 
now united with fecIoSoplieecal Writers to 
the Signet ? The patrons and disciples 
(for they are both) of the latter may be 
made to believe that this is possible; but, 
I imagine, nobody else, in the whole 
kingdom, can be found stupid enough to 
■ entertain such a belief. 

I shall now resume the history of the 
Military Operations, conuccted with Sir 
Francis's commitment to the Tower. 
During this famous campaign there was 
^ne act, which must he recorded. After 
the main body of the army had marched 
•ff, in dilFerent directions, to support the 


Escort, who had made the capture, and 
who were conducting Sir Francis to the 
Tower, there remained a body of horse 
near the house in Piccadilly, w hence Lady 
Burdett and some of her family were 
taking coach to go to some other house. 
When her ladyship got into the carriage, 
and was about to drive ofl’, the people 
rushed forward, took the horses from her 
carriage, and were preparing to draw her 
tliemsclves. But, this nieik of lioiiour 
they were prevented from shewing her l)j| 
the horse soldieis, whose commander did, 
in a most galhmt manner, make a charge 
Upon the peorile and cause them to retreat. 
This is a niuUe? of very little consequence 
in itself; but, perha[)s, nothing more 
cicarlt' shews the spite, the poor, pitiful 
' jiitc, by which the enemies of Sir Francis 

uerc, and arc, animated.-In my 'ast, 

were nolietJ, and, indeed, inserted, the 
Ling’s Proclamation and the. secietary of 
slate’s Advertisement, rtdating to ccriaiu 
allcdgcd shootinirs at and v.ouridtn^s of, per- 
sMis cnijtloj cd by the magistrates, (ireat 
le.vaids were, in those advertisements, 
olli red for the discovery of llic olleiiders. 
rive hundred pounds in every instance. 
Well, now let us hi 'Atja fact, on the other 
.•yde,—“On Saturday, the 14t.h instant, a 
“ Coronet’s inqui st was heW, at the King’s 
“ Head, James-stixet, Westminster, on the 
“ body of James Pledge, who died in the 
“ Westminsier Hospil al on Friday morning, 
“ ill consequence of a w’ontid he received 
“ from a pistol, on Salunlay night, 7tli of 
April, shot oir i)y a soldier of the Life 
“ (Juards.—It was stated in evidence by a 
“ ( orapanion of the deceased, (hat about 
“ half p..st ten at night, he and the de- 
“ ee.i.se.I vierc statuV'ng peaceably at the 
“ luj) of Clinrch-ci'url leading iiiUi Jer- 
“ myn-stree‘, when tw'o gentlemen ran 
“ out of Piccadilly, saying, '* the soldiers 
" arc coming,’' and ran to the bottom of 
“ ihe court. A soldier rode liy the top of 
“ the court, hut (nrning round, on seeing 
“ the people there, he levelled his pistol 
“■ at them, and shot the deceased, who was 
“ taken to llio Westminster llo.spital, and 
“ died on 1 riday morniint. IMr. White, 
“ a surgeon,gave evidence that the wound 
“'was the cause of the dece ot.I’.s de.'iii. 
“'The Jury returned a viTiliil of WII..- 
“ FliL MURDER AUAINST A LIFE 

“ (JUARDSAIAN -7 

Here, then, is no conjc* toics. Here is 
proof ofaMUiJHIlR iuiviiig actually brim 
I'ommitted. Ih re are no shootings at and 
noundings. But, ^1 have, as yet, seen 
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ndvertissment for a REWARD for disco¬ 
vering the unknown murderer. The mur¬ 
derer is a soldier, to be sure ; but, still he 
is a murderer. There is an express adver¬ 
tisement olleringa reward ol' .^(X) pounds 
I’or discovering the person who shot a hole 
through Ensii^ Cowell’s hat. Rut, here 
we have proof ui'n shot being fired through 
a man’s heart; and ihougli lhi.s man was 
a bricklayer’s son, ho luid parents and rela¬ 
tions to leave behind him, and he had a 
lil'e to presen c as wcdl as Ensis;n Cowell. 
Why, therefore, I should be glad to know, 
do we not see a reward oUered for the 
<li,^covering of this murderer ? Thii hricli- 
laycr’s life is full as dear to* the conimu- 
iiity as the life of an Ensign, or that of an\' 
of the Thief‘Tukers ; and, therefore, 1 shall 
think it well woithy of particular notice, 
upon a fu'uie occasion, if a reward should 
net be ofleitd for the discovery of the 

murderer.-1 shall now, before I proceed 

any further with the histor}- of tlie Cam¬ 
paign, give an account of the Proceedings 
of the Electors of WestminsUr. • The mo¬ 
ment their member was conuniltcd to tiic 
Tower, and, indeed, as soon as liw; Ho¬ 
nourable House had passed the \ oti* 1< r 
that pu'-pose, the EIcctois ofWcstminstei 
published their intention to hold a mceC- 
ing, with a view ot publicly expres.'-ing 
their sentiments with respect to what had 
passed.—This r.ueliug ti ol. jdut e, us vyas 
before mcnticned <>11 Tuesd. j', ’.b.c l7l!i 
instant. Aye, h^'u- it wa. that air. J’oji- 
soiiby and otr. P-n Ler and I'lr. c amiir^g 
and IVIr. ])ndi(*y \\’ar(* and iili. Cuiwe’i 
iiii<t:ht have see , \Mial!i.'i it r..n.-> iikely l -r 
S r I'Vae.l.s to 1 ■<./' .cud, in eacc the IIc.- 

1 .a-;, b‘ 1 ’.:. 1 expelled iiim ; ii: ca.se 

lie ii'td In ,i exji-l'."! I'V that Ilonou.a- 
ble Ikmcc v.ho would not inquire inl(' the 
grounds of the imni irtai motion of ihe 
iiioriiing of til.' J'Jthoi .'I.-.y in the Year <>l' 
.lubilce. Here n was ihat they might 
have heai.d, ftom ilic niro nioii.s shout of 
forty ihenmnd pcoph, wliut 'vas the public 

.sentiment with respect to bir Jnair.is.- 

This lueeliiig very far surpasscil, in point 
ot mmihei', an\ thiiig ever before seen 
even in this great and public-spn itcd cit 3 j 
and, the res'di shewed, that, wiicn the 
people receive no insults and no acts of 
violence, no violence is to be appre- 
licnded from them. 'I'hese forty or fifty 
thousand people assembled and sepa- 
lated without the hair of any one’s 
head being touclied, though, the very 
sight of riiem might, perhaps, make 
some men’s “ hair sUtnd on end.”- 


The business of the meeting was opened ' 
by Mn. Stukch, who, though a plain 
tradesman in the city of Westminster, 
is much abler, even as a speaker, than 
nine-tenths of those that one hears in other 
place.s, with all their insolence of preten¬ 
sions. I have always much admired this 
Mu. STiJKcn, who is a man of jilain sense, 
plain niamiors, and plain dress; meet him 
in whatiTcr country you might, you 
would, at once, know him for a true Eng¬ 
lishman. Mii. WisiiABT, who, I am very- 
glad to perceive, seconded Mu. Stuu< h, 
is mucli about the ^same kind of man ; 
w liich, iiidccc, i.s tlie general stamp of tliose 
men, wlio stv.nd fjiward to guide the po¬ 
pular feeling in WcsHpinsitcr, and any.one 
of whom is worth a thousand fcelosopiiers 

from Edinbvo*.-This nation has long 

enough been cajoled and cheated ii}' trad¬ 
ing politicians; but th'=se " good men 
“ and true” of Westminster have not only 
discovered the cheat, hut appear to have 
resolved to put it out of countenance. 
What a shame ! What a reproach to u*:, 
that we should seem to acknow ledge that 
we stand in need of the wits ol a set of 
huK—latvr;! specvi'aling juditicians, to he 
impoitCLl fr. m btlinbro’, and who, if wtll 
silted, woidd he found destitute of almost 
everv'thing but roguery and impudence. 

-At the r«I. etiiig, 'a .set of Resolutions 

was first pu-Sw-d ; and, as in these ReS''- 
lutioiis c.'.pres'ed, that a Pititiun .vn» 
llL?..r,Nsii!.\si K should he jne.sented to the 
lioikvfuialile House, and also that an An- 
oii'CkS .--iiould he presented to Sir Francis, 
tht.se were read at ilie Meeting, and I 
shall now Iiiierl them here, beginning with 

Tin; Ri.soi L'Tio.s's. 

“ liirsoiM.o.— 'J hat wc most highly ap- 
“ proM ol’ Sir Francis liuideti’s Letter to' 
" 111 his Constituents, the subject being of 

the utmost importance, and the argu- 
" meiit incontrovertible. 

“ 'J’hat Sir Francis Biirdett’s conduct in 
“ calling upon the Civil Power for the 
'■ Protection of his House against a Mili- 
" lary Force was dictated by prudence, 

“ know ledge of and confidence in the 
“ Laws ol hi.s Country. 

'I'll it the House of Commons be called 
“ upon to restore to us our beloved Repre- 
“ sentative, atiif to co-operatc immediately 
•• with him in his endeavours to procure a 
“ fair Representation of the People in 
“ Parliament. ' • 

'• That the Petition now read, be 
” adopted, .that it be signed by the High 
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** Bailiff and Twenty-five Electors, and 
“ delivered to our remaining Representa- 
*' tivje tlie Right Honourable Lord Coch- 
“ rane, to be by him presented to the 
“ House of Comraoiis. 

" That a Letter be addressed to Sir 
" Francis Burdett, expressing our full and 
•* entire approbation of the whole and 
“ every part of his conduct gs a Member 
“ of Parliament. • 

" That the Letter new read, be atlopted; 
" that it be signed by Electors in the name 
“ of this Meeting, and that the High liai- 
" liff be requested to present the same to 
“ Sir Francis Burdett. 

" That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
" given to our worthy Representative the 
•' Right Honourltble Lord Cochrane, for 
" his support of Sir Francis Burdett, dur- 
ing the present arduous struggle. 

“ That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to those Independent Memi>ers of 
“ the House of Commons, who have sup- 
“ ported the Rights of the People. 

“ That the 'I'hanks of this Mecaing be 
given to Arthur Morris, Esq. High liai- 
" liflf) tor his ready complianci; with liie 
" Requisition of the Electors, an I ft»r ins 
able and impartial conduct in the Chair. 

The Remonstrance. • 

“ Tlr /Ac Honoyrultle the Commons of, the 
•' United Kingdom of Great Bt itain and 
Ireland in Barliamcnt assembU d, 

“ The Petition and Remonstrance of the 
“ Inhabitant Householders, Eleefnrs of' 
“ t^he City and Liberties of VVestmin-* 
ster, assembled in New Palace Yard, 
the 17th day of April, 1810, by the 
appointment of Artliur Morris, Esij. 
" High Bailiff in pursuance of a re- 
“ quisitioii fur that purpo.se. 

*' We, the Inhabitant Householders, 
" Electors of the City and Liberties of 
" Westminster, feci most sensibly tltc iit- 
" dijfnity oilcred to this City, in the person 
“ of our beloved •Representative, whose 
“ Letter to us has fallen under tlie censure 
*• of your Honourable House, but which, 
so far from deserving* that censure, ought, 
*' ill our opinion, to have led your Honour- 
“ able House to • reconsider the subject 
" which he had so ably, legally, and con- 
stitutionally discussed.—We are con- 
" vinCed that no one ought to be prosecu- 
tof or juror, judge or executioner in his 
“ own cause, much less to assume, accu- 
*' raulate and exercise all those offices in 
** his own person.—We are also convinced, 
that the refusal of your Honourable 


" House to inquire into the conduct of 
“ Lord Casilereagh and Mr. Perceval (then 
" two of his Majesty’s Ministers), when 
" distinctly charged with the Sale of a Seat 
" in your Honourable House, evidence of 
" which was offered at the Bar by a Mem- 
" her of your Honourable House ; and 
“ the avowal in your Honourable House, 

‘ that such practices ivere as notorious at 
‘ the sun at noon dayf practices, at the 
“ bare mention of which, the Speaker of 
" your Honourable House declared, ‘ that 
“ ‘our a^fcestor.s 'would have startled with'in- 
•• • dii>natim and the committal of Sir 
“ Francis Burdett to prison, enforced by 
" military 4 >ower, are circumstances which 
" render evident the imperious necessity 
of an immediate Rtfurm in the Repre.scn- 
tation of the People. 

“ We, therefore, most earnestly call 
“ upon youi Honourable House to rc- 
“ store to us our Ropre.'entative, and 
“ accoiding to the Notice he 1 k'.s 
“ given, to ti>.<e the siate of the Re- 
“ preieiiialioii (.i'the People into your 
" feri'ius con.iideruliun, a Refoiin in 
“ whicli is, in our opinion, the only 
means of preserving the Couiitiy 
"from viilitary despotism.” 

The Addiiess to Sir Francis. 

• 

" Sm—^We nomiiintcd you to be our 
" Represeulative ivitiioutyourknowledge, 
•" ami we elected you without your iiiter- 
“ fererice. We wcie confident that you 
“ would perform tin; duties, of a liepre- 
“ senUtive in Parliament with ability and 
“ fidelity. Jii every respect j'ou have not 
" only lulfilled hut exceeded our expec- 
'' i itUiiis, We derive the utmost saiisfac- 
" tioii from having pointed out to the na- 
“ lion the way to lie fairly reji^scnted. 
" Had it been possible, that our^xainple 
“ could have been followed and a proper 
“ Represeiitalion thereby [iroduced, the 
“ scenes we have lately witnessed would 

" not have disgraced our Country.-- 

“ We understood the nobleness of your 
“ mind,and were confident that you would 
" not descend to barter your trust for a 
“ place under fiovernment, nor he the 
“ partisan or leader of those who'support 
“ or reject measures just as they happen 
“ to be [iroposed on tliis or tiuit side of 
“ the House.—We feel the indignity that 
" has been oll’ered to vo<^ hut tve are not 
" surprised to find, that when every ex- 
" cuse is made for public delinquents, that 
" the utmost rigour is exercised against 
" iiim who {ilctids for the Ancient and 
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" Constitutional R^hts of the People.— 
“■ You nobly stept forward in defence of a 
fellow subject unjustly imprisoned, and 
you questioned. with great ability and 
“ knowledge of the laws, the warr 4 nt is- 
•• sued upon that occasion; the House of 
" Commons have answered your argu- 
" meht by breaking.into your House with 
" a military force, seizing your" Person, 
“ and conveying you by a large body of 
troops to the Towej'.—Your distinction 
" between Privilegi; and Power remains 
" unaltered : the Privileges of the House 
“ of Commons are for the protection, not 
“ for the destruction of the People.—We 
•'have resolved to remofistraU*with the 
•• House of Commons on the outrages 
" committed under their onUrs, and ti) 
“ call upon them to restore j'ou to ^ oiir 
" Seat in Parliament, which the present 
" stale of the Country renders iimrc than 
** ever iiecchsary for the lartheianeo of 
•• your raid our object, a Keforni of the 
“■ Reprerentation in tbit House.-— Winle 
" so many Members arc Collected toge- 
“ ther by means ' wbieb it is not nercs- 
“ sary for us to describe,' we cannot 
“ but entertain the greatest apprehensions 
" for the remainder of „our liberties ; and 
“ the omployinent of a military force 
" against one of Kieir own body, is but a 
sad presage of vi bat may be expected 
" by those who, like you, have the con* 
rage to stand forward in defem e of the 
" Rights of the People.«—When we rc- 
" fleet on your generous exertions to de- 
" stroy the horrors of secret and solitary 
" confmemeut; to niiligalc the severity 
“ of punisliment in the armv; to prevent 
" the cashiering of its olfiCvU's without 
cause assigned ; to re-.tore for the com- 
*'fort cd^he worn out Koldier, the public 
« property conveyed by a job to a private 
" individual; to prevent the extension of 
the barrack system, the obvious eftert of 
" whicli is to separate t!ic soldier from the 
** citizen ; to prevent the introduction of 
*•- foreign troops; to bring to light an atro- 
" cious act of tyranny, l>y which a Rri- 
" tish sailor was left to perish on a barren 
" rock ; and above all, your unremitted 
exertions, to obtain a full, fair and free 
Representation of the People in P.vrlla- 
" ment; w hen we reflect on the firmness, 
*' the unshaken constancy which you have 
“ invariatily shewn ‘ in evil report and 
good report,' we are eager to express 
" the sentiments of gratitude and attach- 
" ment to you with i^hich we are im- 
'* pressed, and we are convinced that those 


" sentiments arc not onfy felt by the la- 
" habitants of this City bat by every per- 
•• son throughout the land who is not. in* 
" tercsted in the continuance of public 
abuses. (Signed, &c. &c.)" 

Now, are not the Electors of Westmin¬ 
ster capable of managing their afiairs 
without the aid of Writers to the Signet ? 

I trust that other cities and places will 
lose no timl: in convincing the booby 
pupils and patrons of those trading Poli¬ 
ticians, that the people of this kingdom 

have spirit as well as understanding.- 

Lord Cochrane and Mr. Wardle at¬ 
tended the Meeting, atid both of them 
made Speeches of considerable length. 
His lordship particularly dwelt on, and 
very well exposed the conduct of fhe' 
OUT faction in reproaching the ministers 
witli not having broken oj)en his colleag?fe’s 
house soon enough. To be sure, this ought 
to be ill.; lie in mind. It most clearly 
shows, that, intlieir hearts, the OUTS have, 
all along, been full as great, iV not greater, 

enemies of Sir Francis than the INS.- 

The speeches at this Meeting are too long 
to he inserted here ; nor, indeed, can I iii- 
seVt any one of thc-in; bur, there is one 
passage in Mr. Wakuce’s Speech, which 
js so excellent in itself, and contains so 
fine an exposure of a part of the proceed¬ 
ings of the assailants of Sir Francis', that 
I must insert it. He said that, “ In the 
“ Argument, addrc'sed by Sir Francis 
” Bunlett to Iiis Constituents, there was 
*" one expression that had been much m- 
sisted upon in the course of the di.scu5- 
" sions upon it, as most oflensive and li- 
“ bellous—it was that passage ,in which 
" the Speaker's Warrant was described as a 
thing SUI GENERIS. Now in order to 
" shew that this assertion was not altogether 
" SC) unfcuiided as had been pretended, and 
" as nothing had as yet been said upon 
that part of the subject, except in the 
“ Resolutions, he would take the liberty 
" of trespassing upon their attention for a 
" few moments, while he proceeded to 
" trace the progre.S8 of this Warrant from 
“ the time of its being issued by the 
Speaker, to that of its being carried 
" into tlicet. It appeared, then, that the 
" Speaker, after having drawn up his 
" Warrant, presented it to the Serjeant, 
" who proceedfed ®to execute it; but, on 
" his arrival at the house of Sir Francis, 
" he stumbles upon- the unforeseen ob-- 
Stacie of a closed hall-door [a loi^A.] 
" How was this formidable barrier to be 
" disposed of? The Serjeant looked sit 
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« his Warrant and then at the door,_ and tomey General, might be thought to be 
«< could make nothing of either : he found in sight of land (laughter.J, Accord- , 
“ himself at a loss: neither more nor less “ ingly the Attorney General bears jdown ’ • 
•' than what they called putzied; and as, " upon it with the whole weight of his 
in such cases, sage advice is desirable, " legal knowledge, and after studying and 
*' he turns away from the hall-door and “ deliberating, and revolving, this great 

** proceeds to consult the Speaker—and “ Law Officer gives it as his opinion and 

“ what does the Speaker ? Why, he re- “ advice, that the Serjeant should lay a 

fers to the Warrant, and after due de- " state of the case before him, the At- 

“ liberation, finds himself justs as much “ torney General. (Laugluer.J So much 
•t puzzled as the Serjeant had been [a " for this plain and explicit piece of paper, 
•‘laugh;'] but there was to be another " so paramount, intelligible, and Indisput-* 
“puzzle. The Speaker having advised the " able, tlsough it puzzled the Serjeant wBo 
“Serjeant to consult the Magistrates, “ was to execute it, the Speaker, who issued 
“ away goes the Serjeant to the Bow- *• it, the Civil authority tiiatwas to enforce 
“ street Officers; but they understood * it, the Privy Council that sanctioned it, 

“ too well the nature of a legal warrant to “ and the Attorney General that was to 
“'be'Shlc to make^iny thing of an instru- “ explain it. (Applauses.) But, after puz- 
" ment with which they were so wholly “ zling so many there remained one party 
“ unacquainted [^Applauses,] and so the “ yet to be puzzled, and that was, a Bri- 
“ Bow-street Oflici is being as much puz- tisli Jury.—[Here Mr. Wardle was in- 
“ sfcd, as cither the Serjeant or the Speaker “ terra pted by the repeated acclamations 
“ liiniself, refused to give any advice at all “ of the Electors.]—It perhaps remained 
“upon tlie subject (a lauqft;) they un- “for a British Jury to shew, if not what 
“ derstood the laws of the land, but they “ it was, for that might be impossible, what 
" did not pretend to the knowledge of a “it was hot. (Applauses.) And yet though 
“ Speaker’s warrant. But there was to “ it had puzzled the knowledge and the 
“ be yet another/mis/e (a laugh,) and it “ wisdom of the State, it was A LIBEL to 
“ was fated that this all potent and undis- “ call it “ a thing jiui generis.” In the 
“ puted instrument of power, that had /‘name of common sense, what was it? 

“ puzzled the Serjeant, puzzled the “ He would not ijuarrcl about w ords, but 
“ Speifker, puzzled the Bow-street Mo.- “ was it, or was it not, a thing that nobody 
“ gisltates, and puzzled ajj the Thief “ eouUl understand ? ( Loud applauses.) 

'“ Takers great and small, was to puz- '• If it was usage, why had it been stated, 

“ zle no less titan a Cabinet Council. “ upon all bands ibcre was no prece- 
“ (Laughter. ) The Seijcant, in bis dis- dent for breuking open outer doors to 
'“ tres.s, iiirns from Eow-sireet to the grave *“ enforce it.? And if it was tme, why were 
“ collected wisdom of Downiiig-street, “ all the great lawyers at .sueh a stand ? 

“ where all the fir-st men of the state, the “ WJiy should it prove such o stumbling 
“ learned, the mighty, and the wise, were “ block to a (iovernment of Lawi/ers f*’ —— 
" assembled togetlier in Council, the Lord In taking our leave of this Meeting ; this 
“ High Chancellor liitnself, and to crown admirable display of public gof^sense 
“all, the unAcard q/" talents of the wiftrt and public spirit, we must not forget to 
“ (ff the East. (Bursts of laughter, with not.ee, that a// doors and avenues to tla 
“cries of “ iw; Akoiu him well.”) With //o.wtraWe Homac were, upon this occasion, 

“ all this accession of wisdom, what did shut and barricadot-d, and guarded by con- 
“ this great Council* of Slate in order to stables and oilier persons ; and, that ct>e» 
“solve the puzzler Why, they resolved the members wcri not permitted to go in at the 
“ upon calling in the Attorney General usual entrance; but were obliged to go a 
•• to help them— (laughter.) As soon as round ubovt-way, and etUcr at a bye door. 

“ the Cabinet Council had resolved thetii- Why all these precautions? Of whut and 
“selves puzzled, flie Chancellor of the- of uiAom could the Ilonouiabie.IIou.'.e be 
“Exchequer (himself a lawyer,) advises afraid? Surely they could entertain no 
“ the Serjeant to ask advice of the. At- suspieion, that the people would attempt 
“ torney General—just %s lill the others any acts of violence against them J It is really 
“ had, after grave deliberations, advised surprising, that the IJonourable* House 
" him to take advice of somebody else, should have -thought these piecautions 
(Laughter.) Well, then, the unfortunate • necessary.—At any rate, the precau- 
" paper, after travbiiing so far to no piir- tions were quite uifticeessary j for, as in 
“pose, now that it was before flie At- ail former cas^, where the people of 
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Westminster hare not been attacked or 
insulted, not tiie smallest mischief hap¬ 
pened ; and this ibrty or fifty thousand 
people assembled and dispersed with as 
little disorder, and with as little 'indeco¬ 
rous behavipur, as the Honourable House 
itself. During the whole of the long-con¬ 
tested election, of Sir Francis, not an act 
of violence was committed; and, when 
he was chaired, after the election, though 
there were, pcrlmps, half a million of peo¬ 
ple spectators of the scene, there was not 
even the most trifling accident. iThe rea¬ 
son was, that the people were not driven 
and'squeezed about by soldiers; that they 
were left to their own gobd sense and 
mildness of disposition; that the lash was 
not shaken over them.—^The Pttition and 
JRemoTUtrance was, from the Meeting, car¬ 
ried, at once, into the Honourable House, 
and there presented by Lord Cochran r, 
who moved to have it laid upon the table. 
This was not much, but, even to this, as it 
is reported in the news-papers, the Ho- 
nourable Mft. Ward objected. 1 shall give 
the report as I find it in the 'Mortiing 

Chronicle of the 18th instant:-" The 

" Honourable Mr. Ward objected to this. 
“ The petition even jn point of form was 
inadmissible, in as much as' it was en-. 
•• titled “ A Peliiion and Remonstrance,” 
** which he conceived to be irregular. 

At any rate, the expressions in the body 
*' of the petition were so indecorous arid 
*' disrespecifid, that the Jlouse would he 
•‘felo de se, if it allowed it to be laid ori 

“the table."-What! Very good ^ 

but I beg the reader to bear in mind, that 
this Mu, Ward is the person, who, at 
the opening of the present Se.vsion, was 
chosen, on the part of the OUT8, to move 
an aib^tdment to the Athlress; or, in other 

words, a censure upon the ministers.- 

Here is another instance of what wc should 
have had to expect front a change of minis- 

iry. -The minister, M u. Per«.;eval, cont- 

plained of the language of the Petition 
and Remonstrance; but, did not oppose 
its being laid upon the table. So that Mr. 
Dudley Ward found nobody to support 
-There was a very curious occur¬ 
rence dicing the meeting. A couple of 
Tkieoes made an attempt to levy money in 
the w ay of their profession, and, being de¬ 
tected, fled with great speed ; but vihither 

think you i . To the Honmruble 

House ; I mean to the lobby of the House; 
but, all the usual inlets being, as was stated 
before, closed and fastened, upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, they tvsrf caught by their 


pursuers at the door leading out of West- ■ 
minster Hall, where, upon stripping them, 
ffltf pounds, or thereabouts, in Rank jioics, 
were found under one of their neck-cloths. 
Their hands being tied together, they 
W'ere inarched ofl' to he taken before ma¬ 
gistrates.-1 now return to the Military 

Operations of tjie Cauipaign.—It is stated 
in the news-papers, that, amongst the 
troops, ma.’ched up to London, is the Cam¬ 
bridgeshire militia, under the command of 

their Colonel, 3Jr. Charles Yorke. -On 

Monday, the Kith instant, was a Grand 
Review of all the cavalry regiments, in 
Hyde Park, 'i he number of troops in and 
about London is immense. There appears 
to be what the French call a cordon ail 
round the metropolis. Monday tTaw 
foot and artillery coming down from 
Hampstead. Cannon were, at one time, 
pla<-ed ill Liiic6ln's-lnn-Fields. Great 
bodies of horse hare, all this w'eek, been 
parading the streets at night; and the 
parks and squares and streets all about 
Westminster seem to be swarming with 

troops of all descriptions.-^The Times 

news-paper of the I7ih instant, states, 
that during the sitting of the Kith, some of 
the Officers «f the regiment, called the 
Slueen’s Bays, appeared in the Gallery of 
the Honourable House, dressed in their uni¬ 
form, and that the Speaker sent the lieputy 
Serjeant at Arms to them,requesting them 
to withdraw, inl'niming them, at the same 
lime, that the Honourable House permitt¬ 
ed no persons except their own members 
to enter any part ot the House in military 
uniform, lest it might be supposed, that the 
deliberation.'i were ovtr-aucd by the military ! 

-^J'his, if true, is very c iinoiis indeed. 

But, these gentlemen could noi<possibiy 
mean any olleiiee ; nor ronld they sup¬ 
pose it possible, that tlie Honourable 
House had any jealousy of them. They 
had been .sent for, and they well knew 
they had been sent for, for the purpose of 
sujporting the Honourable House against 
some, at least, of the people. That is to say, 
for tlie purpose o( causing to be executed 
a w'arrant, issued by order of the House-; 
For the purpose of enforcing obedience to 
the orders of the House, which orders had 
been resisted "by sir Francis, who, it was 
supposed, was, or would be, supported in 
that resistance by the people in such num¬ 
bers as to overpower the peace qfficers' 
and the magistrates. These Gentlemen 
Dragoons knew very well, that this was, 
the cause, fur which they had been march¬ 
ed up to London; ami, therefore, it w’as 
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utterly impossible for them to believe, 
that, after they had successfully encoun¬ 
tered ' the resistance, they themselves 
could be looked upon with an eye of jea¬ 
lousy by the Honourable House. Oh, no! 
And it must afford their friends in the 
country the greatest satisfaction to hear, 
that the Honourable House sits in perfect 
security. Why.thenumberof frcncral Offi¬ 
cers, now in and about the niltropolis, is, I 
should think, little short ot three dozen; 
more, very likely, than Buonaparte has 
within twenty miles of Paris, though 
many are, doubtless, assembled there, at 
this moment, on account of his nuptials. 

-It really does seem a little hard upon 

^ these Centleme^ ol'lhe Quern’s Bays to be 
thus spoken of in the news-papers, when 
it is perfectly notorious, that their best 
efforts had been used in support of the 
Honourable House. Having tonic up for 
the purpose of sujiporting the Orders of 
the House, ^yhat could be more natural 
than their desire just to go and take a look 
at the members, and to hear them a little, 
especially whi'ii the subject of discussion 
wiis so immediately connected with the 
order, which they had been brought to 

town to cause to be enforced r -The 

last thing that I shall notice, respecting 
the Military Operations, is the Secretary 
of Slate’s circular letter of Thanks tfi the 

Volunteers. -’Till this letter issued, the 

name of the king had mit appeared in the ' 
struggle. This, with all those whom I 
had conversed with, was asiibicct of grea^ 
satisfaction. Nohodj* wished to see the 
king’s name brought forwaid. The struggle 
was betiveen Sir Francis and the House, and 
every one seemed glad, thathisMajesty and 
his family w'ere, in no wise, implicated iiiit. 

-The Secretary’s Letter is as follows : 

.—“Whitehall, April 12, 1810. — Sir; 
“ Having every reason to believe that the 
“ metropolis is in a groat measure restored 
“ to its usual state^of order and Iranquil- 
« lity, I lose no time in acquainting you, 
"that tha circumstances which lately 
induced his Majesty to call for the assist- 
*' ance of the Corps under your command, 
towards the preservation of the peace, 
" no longer make it uegessary that they, 
“ should remain assembled.—It affbriis 
" me the greatest satisfaction, to commu- 
“ nicutc to you, at thc^saflie time, the high 
•' sepse entertained by his Majesty of the 
" zeal and public spirit by which the 
*' Members of your Corps have been ac- 
tuated on this important occasion, and 
" the confident persuadon whiefi is felt hy 


" his Majesty, that the same degree of 
" ajacrity will prevail among them, should 
" circmmstances make it necessary to call 
" again for their exertions.— I nave the 
“ honour to be. Sir, your most obedieirt 

" humble servant, R. RvDEa.”-It may 

be the mere form of office to say this in the 
king’s name: but, 1 am sure, that every 
true friend of the kingly government, 
that is to say, every true friend of the 
countr}', must regret that that name was 
not still kept out of sight. Using his npme 
thus is*to make him appear as an active 
party, in an affair, in which it is manifest, 
that, except as to mere form, he iiad been 
no party nt'all. The king has no right, 
and claims no right, of punishing any of 
his subjects in any way but that of the 
usual course of law. He claims no protec¬ 
tion for his tharacter that is not claimed 
and enjoyed by every one of his subjects. 
If he be libelled, in ever so gross and in¬ 
famous a manner, be cannot order the of¬ 
fender to prison, nor can any of his mi¬ 
nisters do it. Yet, how rarely has it hap¬ 
pened*, that he has been libelled at all; 
indeed, how rarely has it happened, that 
he has been calumniated, or spoken ill of, 
by any writer! , Therefore, his name 
should have been kept out of the whole of 
this quarrel, which, as^l said' before, is a 
quarrel between the Honourable House 

and Sir Francis.-Since, however, the 

Volunteers have been thus hoisted up to 
public notice, 1 shall, I think, be excused 
for publishing a little document or two re- 
•ipectiiig one of those corps, upon which 
documents, without any commentof mine, 
I shall leave the reader to form his opi¬ 
nion. What I am going to insert are little 
circular invitations from Mr. H. Drum- 
MOND, Lieut. Col. of the Prince Wales's 
Volunteers, to the members of that corps. 

" Monday Morning, 8 o’clock, 
9t)i April IS 10. 

“Sir;—I have it in Command/row 
" Government most earnestly apd most 
“ particular!}' to request your Attendance 
" in Uniform this Evening in the Orderly 
“ Room, at six o’clock; and to remind 
“ you, that, in case qf Non-Attendance, I am 
“ directed to give in your namd to the Sccre- 
“ iary qf State,” 

“ Orderly Room, Tuesday Morning. 

*' Sir;—I am sorry to be agafli obliged, 
“ by the earnest desire of the Secretary qf 
" Slate, to request your Attendance at the 
“ Orderly Room* this evening, at six 
“ o’clock prt^isely.—I must also beg of 
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*• ynu to be punctual, as it is df importance 
''that 1 should be able to communicate 
*» early the numbers that Government may de- 
*• pend upon in Aid (f the Civil Power/* 

Wednesday Morning, 

1 \th April 1810. 

Sir 1 am again desired by the Se- 
*' cretary of State to request your Attend- 
" auce this evening in the Orderly Itoom i 
" at Five o’clock: And I am also required 
« to deliver in the Nanus of all who belmg to 
** th^ Corps, specifying such ns attended and 
•* such as did not', with the Reasons for said 
«. Non-Attendance. —1 hope I need not slate 
« how painful it will he to me, on this most 
•* argent-Occasion, not to represent to the 
*' Secretary of State that the Regiment, in 
« point of Numbers, is not to be outdone 
" in their zeal and exertion^br the Welfare 

qf the Cotnmunity, and 1 therefore most 

** earnestly entreat your Attendance.”- 

i shall leave these invitations just as I 
, find them, observing only that 1 send the 
printed tickets, just as they were issued by 

Mr. Drummond.-Nothing, hojvever, 

can more strongly depict the anxiety that 
prevailed, even after Sir Francis was .safely 
lodged' in the Tower, and long after all 
symptoms of commotion had ceased. The 
mind, here, naturally flies back to the cause 
of this anxiety; but, reflections of that 
kind I must leave to the reader, while 1 
hasten to the remaining and more impor-> 
tant part of my proposed observations. 

I observed at the out-set, that all these 
struggles, however important they may 
be as to questions of law’, however deeply 
the rights and liberties of the people may 
be involved in them, are, in the present 
state of things, of little consequenre, cx- 
'’rnVrn jr far as they are connected with 
the gr^ question of rarlmncntary Re¬ 
form, from the want of which it is my firm 
opinion, and, I believe, the <'[j'.niun of a 
great majority of the nation, tliat great 
part of bur calamities have arisen. And, 
this being my opinion, it is my duty to 
endeavour to explain to my readers wluit 
sort qf a Rrform it is that Is wished for; 
and to state some, at least, of the advan¬ 
tages which would arise from such reform. 

With res|)ect to the first, I shall have 
but little trouble, having merely to de¬ 
scribe the Plan, suggested hy Sm Francis, 
in his Speech of the lS</< <f June last, when 
he moved a Resolution for the subject be¬ 
ing taken into consideration on an early 
day during this present Session. But, 
•here, it is necessary, that give a short 


history of that motion.——Sr Francis bad 
been frequently taunted with having no 
Plan: he had been asked what he wanted; 
he had been called upon for somelAing spe¬ 
cific. All this was quite oat of the usual 
course. It was a sot: of language held to 
no other man. But, in order to get rid of 
this taunting, he told the House, at last, 
that, on such a day, he would make a spe¬ 
cific motion Bpon the subject. The day 

came, and.what? Why, 

there was not a house; the benches were 
empty! There remained but two days of the 
Se.ssioD, the last of which w'as no day at 
all for the making of a moliun of this sort, 
because the House might, at any moment, 
be summoned away, by three raps, to the 
upper House to hear the rentence of tlreir 
prorogation- The next day, therefore, 
was tile only day that was left; on that 
day there appeared only 89 members in 
the House, and, in all likelihood, there 
would not have been a House at all, had 
there not been something to do, for which 

a House was absolutely necessarv^- 

Such was the way, in which the introduc¬ 
tion of this important and long-called-for 
motion was treated. No very flattering 
beginning; nothing, .surely, to create 
much hope, that the House would be dis- 
|)osed seriously to take the matter into 
con^deration. . *- 

The sort of Reform that we want Is mani¬ 
festly one, which will restore to the peo¬ 
ple of the whole kingdom their coicsti- 
■tutiuual share in the government; that 
■will, in other word.s, _givc to every man, 
paying direct taxes, that is to say, to every 
man of real property, in fee or by lease, a 
voice in the choosing of the persons, who 
arc to impose those taxes, to caiue them 
to be levied, and to dispose of them when 
levied. It is one of the great maxinio of 
our Con.slitution, indeed, it is a maxim of 
our laws, and is dictated by reason and 
by nature, that no man shall be taxed 
but by his men consent-. The Peers give 
tills consent each for himself, and the Com¬ 
mons by their Rtpresentntivcs. But, in the 
present state of the lower House, can it be 
said, that the people give their consent to the 
taxes that are laid upon them ? It was 
declared, in a Petition presented to the 
House in 179.^, by Mr. Grey (now Earl 
Grey) that 307, mtambers were put. into 
the House by 15 4 persons, owners , and 
patrons of boroughs. This was not, this 
is not, this cannot be, denied. But, after 
what we have recently seen, why need 
we waste our time upon facts like these ? 
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_^Well, it is notorious, that the people 

of tfiis kingdom arc not so represented as 
to tax^ihetnselves. The couses, which have 
led to this state of things, have been often 
minted out. They are, indeed, well 
tnow'ii; and via feel the sad, the fatal ef- 
ects.-How (for this is the only ques¬ 

tion that remaiIl^) ; liow, then, shall we go to 
work to bring ourselves backto that state, 
in which it shall be truly said, that we 
are not taxed without our own consent ? This 
is the. question; and this question is an- 
■weTed in the. Plan proposed by Sir Fran¬ 
cis ; the out-line of which plan I will now 

state in nearly his own words.-" I. 

“ That all ■male inhabitants, being house- 
*“ holders, subject to direct taxation in sup- 
” port of the state, church, and poor, bt 
“ required to elect members to serve in 

“ parliament.-II. That each county 

“ be subdivided according to its popula- 
** tion ; and each subdivision required to 

*' elect one representative.-III. That 

“ the voles be taken in each parish by the 
pari.sh-officers; and all the elections 

“ finished in one and the same day.- 

" IV. That the parish officers make the 
“ returns to the Slierifl'’s Court to be 
“ hold lor that purpose, at Stated periods, 

•'-V. That Parliaments be brought 

“ brick to a roaslsitutional duration.” • 
This, as the reader will peri;cive, is a 
mere out-line; but. here are all the great 
principles provided for. Taxation and 
Representation are here to go hand in hand/ 
A House thus chosen would be the real 
repre.senta'ivcs of the people, and would of 
course ac]; for their good. M things now 
stand, a few wretches without principle, 
without property, and almost without 
shirts to their backs, are the choosers, no¬ 
minally, of a great part of those, who 
have the disposal of our money, and who 
have the making of laws to govern us. 
One tenth part of every man’s gross in¬ 
come is now annually taken from him in 
one single tax; we know how great are 
the difficulties and distresses arising from 
this, added to all the other burdens laid 
upon us. And, is it not reasonable ; sup¬ 
posing the constitution to say nothing at 
all about the matter; is it not reasonable 
that those who pay these enormous taxes, 
and endure the privatifins* therefrom aris¬ 
ing,, should choose the persons, svho arc to 
watch over the expenditure of them ? Gen¬ 
tlemen choose -their own stewards; mer¬ 
chants choose their own factors; parishes 
choose their own Church Wardens and 
Overseers; all corapanias and associa¬ 


tions choose their own Treasurer; Indeed, 
the contrary would be so ab.surd, that the 
thing requires no illustration. No man, 
in his senses, suffers another 'to appoint 
persons to take care, of his property. If 
he be clearly proved to be insane, then, 
indeed, the law steps in and appoints 
persons to manage his property for him ; 
and, really, surrounding nations miglit 
well believe, that the Boroughmongers 
had sued for and obtained a statute o^ lu¬ 
nacy against this taxed and insulted na¬ 
tion.-As to the manner of colfociing 

the sense of the people; the mere man¬ 
ner of kifowing to whom they wish to 
confide tlic management of their taxes, 
the one pointed out by Sir Francis ap¬ 
pears to have no inconvenience in it. It 
is no matter how you get at this sense, so 
that you do really get at it. Whether it 
would be best to take the counties as they 
arc, and let every voter have a vote for 
the whole number of members, or to sub¬ 
divide the counties; this would be matter 
of mere regulation; and, as to the fair 
and just apportioning of' the members to 
the several counties, the means are all at 
hand, are all ready prepared in the Re¬ 
turn OK THE Population ; so that it 
would be a mere question of the Rule of 
Three how many members each county 

should elect.-The means of taking ths 

votes arc, too, all at hand. The Parish- 
Officers know every man iir their parish 
and his circumstances so well, that de¬ 
ception, even if there were any tempta¬ 
tion to it, w'ould be next to impossible. 
No oaths; none of those odious and dis¬ 
gusting swearings, which now so disgrace 
even county elections, would be at all 
necessary. The Pavish-Olfieer'f^on tlie 
day appointed, would be atthc Church with 
their Polling List in one hand, and with 
their Tax-List in the other. They would 
only have to see that each voter’s name 
was upon the latter, and then to take 
down his vote. At night, or the next 
ilay, they would ronnl up the. munbers 
amt send their Return to the tflierilfi 
who, in another day, would make up the 
general Return for Ihe county, and trans¬ 
mit it to the T.ort.1 Chancellor, or whoever 
else ought to receive it; and tliu.s would ka « 
election, through all llio kingdom, take 
place with as little trouble and as little 
noise as the annual Easter Tuesday elec¬ 
tion of Church Wardens and Overseers. 
There would be node of that villainous oath- 
taking; none 4>f shameful^ drunken¬ 
ness ; none of those beastly scenes where 
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liuman nature is so degrade; we should 
see no hunks, speculating upon politics, 
drenching and gorging the most rascally 
part of the community, in order to get from 
them the sanction to plunder the honest 
and industrious; we should see no petii- 
Attornies, gallopping from town 
to town and from house to house, giving 
lessons of bribery and corruption, and that 
race, even more detestable than these, the 
electioneering parsons, would disappear from 
thae earth to which they have go long 
been a plague and a curse, seeing that 
benefices in the Church could not, in fu' 
ture, be the recompence of actg directly 
violating every principle of Christianity. 
We should hear none of those lying pro¬ 
mises, now made by candidates to the 
voters; nor witness any of that base cajo¬ 
lery,used upon such occasions; and, which 
is of still greater consequence, we should 
hear no more of that bane of our country, 
called PAiiLiAMENTAnY Interest, which, 
in plain English, means this: the trucking 
of the places and profits under govemtxent for 
votes given <a elections, a traffic so com¬ 
mon, and so little thought of, that we even 
hear people boasting that they carry it on. 
Is it, then any wonder, that our national 
affairs are conducted in the manner that 
they are ? Is it any w'onder, that we fail 
in our Expeditions r Is it any woudet>that 
so much imbecility and so much public-, 
robbery prevail Then, again, the mis¬ 
chief which this hellish Paruamentaky 
Interest does amongst the people is oncr- 
mous. How many families; who, had 
they never seen the face of a parliament¬ 
ary speculator, would have been happy in 
the fruit of their industry, are now w'astiug 
—»wMfc-ij^overty and expectancy ? 

One great advantage of a llelbrm upon 
this plan would be, that it would, at once, 
sweep away all those Qualifications and 
I}isqualifications, which have been introdu¬ 
ced as palliatives of a vicious system, and 
which produce so much false-swearing 
and so many other detestable acts. Where 
is the mao so much of a miscreant as 
not to be able to get what is called a Quali¬ 
fication to serve in parliament, ns the prac¬ 
tice now is^ This is truly abominable, in 
the face of so many laws. But, what arc 
' the laws relating to elections ? Just cal¬ 
culated tQ bind conscientious men, and to 
secure impunity to those, whose acts shew, 

that they are destitute of conscience.- 

There is no danger thaj men’without pro¬ 
perty would be elected, except in very rare 
instances.. We are told, by those who op¬ 


pose this sort of Reform, that we should 
let in loti)people, men without an^ stake in 

the countrjf,- -This is a pretty impuJenC 

thing to say. Just as if the taking of the 
power of voting out of the hands of pot- 
wallopers and other vagabonds, who 
sell their votes, and restoring that'power 
to the owners and occupiers of the land and 
the shops aed the principal houses; just 
as if such a change would cause low men, 
men without estate, to be elected members. 
The raggamuffins, who now sell their 
votes to the horoughmongcr, and the bo- 
roughmonger who re sjells them, carry 
their perjury to the best market. They 
care not whether the purchaser be high or 
low, whether he have aa'cal estate or an 
unpassed flemish account, whether his 
purchase monej' be his own or belongs in 
reality to the public; they care not who 
or what he is, or w’hether he come from 

India or from Hell.-Would it be thus; 

is it likely that it w'ould be Ishus; nay, is 
it possible, that it could be ' thus, if the 
power of election was restored to all the 
owners and renters of the land and the 
principal houses, shutting out those who 
have, ill fact, no property, and, amongst 
them, uo small part of those wretches, 
whose bribed voices now return members 

to parliament ? I ask, is this possible ?■ - 

Looking, for instance, towards my own 
home, where I know all those, who, in 
case of .such Kefiirm, would be voters, I see 
.none who could be prevailed upon to vote 
dor a law or woriUtss man. Such voters, 
(who would, fur the most part, consist of 
the yeomen, the farmers and the trades¬ 
men) would naturally choose gcHltemeii of 
fortune and otgood character. It is not in 
nature that tl'ioy should lofikc a diderent 
choice. 'I'he habits, the mind of men 
must be changed; wc must suppose all 
the people of property in the nation to be¬ 
come possessed of a ilesire to degrade 
themselves, before w e, can suppose, that 
elections, after the manner proposed, 
would not produce a parliament composed 
of gentlemen of estate, of good character, 
and fair abilities. How, then, would such 
a change tend to the predominance of 
democracy? The^reat families would still 
have their infiuence, but would be unable 
to buy and sell t]/e people. All estate, 
all wealth, but especially all real estate, 
must and would have its influence; and 
so it ought; but, it would not undermine 
and corrupt.-——In short, it is a most pre¬ 
posterous notion (a notion propagatea by 
knaves for the purpose of scaring fools) 
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that, by talcing the power of electing from 
the w,orstmen in th^ kingdom and giving 
it to the best men In the kingdom, we 
should be in danger of producing a had 
chouse qf metnbers, such a choice as would 
directly tend to the overthrow of the go¬ 
vernment. Is it to be believed ; can any 
man bear to be told, that a majority of the 
people of property in England are not 
worthy to be trusted ? Will any one say, 
that he believes, that a majority of the 
people of property in England, a majority 
of those who pay to Church and Poor, 
wish toacertum the govemtnent f No; nei¬ 
ther Mr. Windham nor his new friend Mr. 
Yorke will say this, I think. Well, then, 
if they do not wisifto overturn the govern¬ 
ment, why should they elect such men for 
representatives as would overturn it ? 
Why should they ?—It is useless to go on. 
The objection has been hatched by cor¬ 
ruption, for the sake of deceiving the cre¬ 
dulous and th(f timid. The supposition, 
on which it is grounded, is imptidently 
false, those who start it being well assured, 
that the proposed Reform would restore to 
the throne its rightful dignity and preroga¬ 
tives, and would pull down nothing but 
the boroiighmonger faction. 

Let this plan be adopted, and there 
W'Ould»he no need i>f any of those har,^h 
and odious disqualifications that now exist, 
^supposing Excise-Officers, for instance, to 
be necessary, why should they not vote as 
well as other men ot propcily? Why should 
, they be shut out; why have a mark of 
opprobrium thus fixed upon them, merely 
because they are servants of the public 
appointed By the king ? But, it is one of 
the curses of the boroughmonger system, 
the seat-selling system, the false-swearing 
system ; it is one of the great curses of 
this system, that its notorious frauds, its 
flagrant robberies, its unbearable depre¬ 
dations upon the people, make us look 
upon all persons, employed under the go¬ 
vernment, as our enemies, or, at least, as 
having an interest inimical to our rights and 
liberties; and, upon this truly shocking no¬ 
tion those laws have been made, which 
shut out Excise Officers and others from 
the pale of elections.-All these exclu¬ 

sions would, by the plan in contemplation, 
be done away for ever,*anil cordial har¬ 
mony and mutual confidence would, after 
a long, long suspension, be once more re- 
^ stored between the government and the 
people. 

It is a constant trick with the seat-traf¬ 
ficking crew, to cry out, that Reform 
would endanger Uie kingly government. 


T^ey are a body unseen, but erer active. 
The wasting of the public money, in pen¬ 
sions and sinecures, of which we so often » 
complain, proceeds from them, in reality, 
and not from the king. We see the king^s 
minister always with a majority at hia 
back; but, that majority is not secured 
without means. 1 do not say, that it is 
purchased with cash upon the nail; that 
is no longer the fashion, as it appears to 
have been in Ireland, in the time of Swift, 
whose po^m upon the subject, I have, By 
way of shewing how men wrote about par¬ 
liaments in the days qf our grandfathers, in¬ 
serted belo^ :* no, that is no longer the 
fashion; but, it is notorious, that no mi¬ 
nister can keep a majority without mak¬ 
ing his favour circulate amongst those, or, 
at least, the relations and friends of those 
who vote with him.——And, what a mi¬ 
serable thing is this ? What a life must 
a minister lead, surrounded with such 
“ friends ?” Did the cares, thus created, 
leave him time to think of any thing else, 
he is prevented from doing, in many 
cases, what he would do; and, as to the 
king, what, short of an influence like this 
could ever have prevailed upon George 
III to set his hand tB the -grant to Mrs. 
'Fox? I could mention ni|pny other acts; 
but this, I think, does surpass all others. 
What! King George the Third, in his old 
age, grant a pension to the very highest 
amount that the law permits him to go ; to 
put his hand to a grant of such a pension to 
•Mrs. Fox ! Is there, in all England, one 
man who believes, that the king did that 
act voluntarily; and that it did not cost 
him many a* pang ? What feelinp must 
those men have had, wdio thrusted such a 
grant under his hand ; and, what a fyaSttear- 
must that be, which places a king in such 
a predicament In short, I think, it cannot 
be doubted; 1 think that there is no man 
id his senses, who can doubt, that the 
Reform proposed would tend not less to 
the stability of the throne than to the 
happiness of the people; and, not only to 
the dry Icgad stability, but to the dignity 
and high Teeling of the king and his fa¬ 
mily, who are now but too frequently 
Confounded with those, from whom they 
should always be kept distinct. 

1 have not time to exteiul these obser¬ 
vations, and, it would, indeed, be .of little 
use; for the bare stating, I think, of Sir 
Francis’s Plan, together with jest pointing 
out some of its ellects, must be quite suifi- 
cient to convince any reasonable man, 
that this is what* the nation now Mands in 
need of; •and, that the adoption of it. 
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witboQt loss of time, is necessary to pre- 
▼ent the catastrophe predicted' by l^rd 
Chatham, as stated in <me of the passages, 
taken for a motto to the present Number. 
Perverse and self-interested men; men, 
t^ho would as lief see their country en¬ 
slaved from vrithout, who would rather 
risk that event, and who %vould gladly see 
a military despotism established within; 
men, who would take either of these, 
sooner than yield their unjust pretensions, 
will spare nothing, of course, to prevent 
the adoption of a measure, like that now 
proposed, and to misrepresent the motives 
and to blacken the characthr«of all those 
who stand forward in its support. But, 
still it must come ; or misery unparallel¬ 
ed is England’s doom. I have, since 1 
last came to town, he^ird a person or two: 
observe, with, I ,thought, feelings of satis¬ 
faction, that, “ the people tvere nothing 
** against the soldiers.'* Nothing against 
the soldiers! What, then, is it supposed, 
that the government of England is to be 
maintained, and by military fSree, too, 
against the will qf the people t A proposi¬ 
tion not to be endured, under any circum¬ 
stances ; and, what; .shall we think of it, 
then, wheh applied to circumstances| 
wherein " the representatives qf the people* 

are the object of military support.^-I 

Nothing against the soldiers!” It is 
ainful to me, and it is really alarming to 
ear observations like these from persons 

of any consequence.-" Nothing !” D6 

you call it nothing to have caused all the 
Southern and Midland counties to have been 
drained of troops i Do you call it nothing 
to have caused an army of forty or fifty 
thou sand men to be marched to London 
loKthe purpose of causing an order of" the 
" representatives qf the people’* to be obeyed. 

Do you call this nothing f-But, I would 

wriously ask these persons, whether they 
think, that it will do to keep a military 
force constantly on foot for the support of 
the House f Whether they think, that 
such a thing can possibly last, for any 

length of time ?-Well, suppose them 

t9 answer in the aifirmative ; then 1 ask 
what wilj be the consequence, in ca§e 
Buonaparte should, no matter where, effect 
a landing in this kingdom ? What will 

then become of the military forcer- 

And, vBlp should we be put to the expence 
of such a force ? Why should the strug- 

f le between the House and the People be 
ept up ? What il the came f Why 
' ihould not harmony be restored; and why 
idiould*Aot the House regain the love of 
the people by adopting their unanimous 
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wishes (as far as they are not immediately- 
interested in support of the borough 
system) for a' Reform Not a mea¬ 
sure, cdled a " Reform,’’ but which, in 
fact, would be no more than a measure 
for legalizing bribery and corruption; 
hot a reform that shall merely regulate 
the market for seats; not a •• Reform,” 
which sh£il make us purchase the fee 
simple of false oaths, the venders being 
aware that they arc not worth two years 
purchase; not a " Reform” that shall 
make any sort of compromise with cor¬ 
ruption, and especially a " Reform” that 
shall take the boroughs out of' the hands 
of the nobility and transfer them to the 
ready-rhinoed stock-jo'Rbers: no, none of 
these: no sham "Reformsnothing to 
amuse and cajole ; nothing, in substance 
and effect, short of the proposition of Sir 
Francis. And why should we. not have 
this Reform ? Why should we be discussing 
the question, whether the* House can, or 
cannot, be maintained, for a permanency, by 
a military force? Alas! What a que.stioii 
is this for Englishmen seriously to dis'* 
cuss ! It never can long be a question. 
I agree perfectly in the closing sentiment 
of the Westminster Remonstrance, namely, 
" thatnol/iZRg but a Ittform can save us from 
•‘'military depotism;’* but, I will not be¬ 
lieve, that, with all the good-sense and all 
the public spirit that are now so visible in 
the people, the measure of Reform can 
possibly fail. I look forward to its ac¬ 
complishment with nearly as much con¬ 
fidence as I look forward to the return of 
the seasons. I sec few things that can 
retard it, and nothing by which it can be 
finally prevented. The recent occurrences 
have not created, but merely strengthened, 
the general wish for Reform; Reform 
is the object which alone is worthy of our 
anxious attention ; and, in all our endea¬ 
vours to work conviction in the public 
mind, we, never forgetting the Champion 
of our cause, should begin and end with 
Sib Fbancis and Reform. 

Ww. COBBETT. 

Westnmster, \%th April, 1810. 

• 

P. S. 1 ApriL—1 have just taken a 
glance at the Debate upon Lord Ossul- 
ston’s motion, rblating to the murder com¬ 
mitted by the Life-guards' man (a .happy 
enough association!); and, I see, that 
another murder has been found to have, 
been committed by another of these L\fe- 
guarders, in the city; but, on these I must 
postpone farther notice till my next. 
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SWIFT’S 

CllKACTES, PAJfKCYKIC, AND DESCRIPTION 
OF THE Lecion-Club. 1736. • 

As I Stroll the city^ ofi’ I , 

See a building large and lofty, 

Flot a bow-shotyruJH the College ; 

Half the globe from sense and knowledge ; 

By tlie piudent architect, , 

Plac’d against the Church direct, 

Making good tny grand-dame’s jest, 

« Near tite church”—you know the rest. 

Tell us what the pile contains ? 

Many a head that holds no brains. 

.These demoniacs let me dub 
With tlie name of Legion-Club. 

Such assemblies, you might swear 
Meet when butchers bait a bear; 

Such a noise, and such haranguing. 

When a brother thief is banging; 

Such a rout and sucli a rabble 
Run to hear Jack-pudding gabble; 

Such a crowd their* ordure tjirows 
On a far less villain’s nose. 

Could I from the buiiying’s top 
Hear the rattling thunder drop. 

While the devil upon the roof 
(If*tbe devil be thunder-proof) 

Should with poker fiery red 
Crack the stones, and melt the lead; 


Drive them down on every scull. 

While the den of thieves is full ; 
Quite destroy the harpies nest; 

How might then our isle be blest! 

For divines allow, that God 
Sometimes makes the devil bis rod ; 

And fhe gospel will inform us. 

He can punish sins enormous. 

Yet should Swift endow the schools, 
Fur his lunatics and fools, 

With a* rood or two of laud ; 

I allow the pile may stand. 

You perliaps will ask me, Why so t 
But it is with this proviso : 

Since the house is like to last, 

Let the royal grant be pass’d. 

That the club have right to dwell 
Each vvitliiii his proper cell, 

With a passage left to creep in. 

And a hold above fur peeping. 

Let them when they once get in, 

Sell tJte nation fora pin; 

While they sit a picking straws. 

Let them rave at making laws; 

While they never hutd their tongue. 

Let them dabble in their dung : 

Let them, ere they crack a louse. 

Call for th’ Orders of the House; 

Let them with their gosling quills. 
Scribble senseless heads of bills. 

W'e may, while they strain their throats, 
Wipe our a***s with their Votes, 

• o • e « * 

Come assist me. Muse obedient! 

Let us try some new expedient; 

Shift the scene for half an hour. 

Time and place are in thy power. 
Thither, gentle Muse, conduct me; 

I shall ask, and you instruct me. 

See, the Muse unbars tlie gate ! 
Hark, the Monkeys, how they prate ! 

All ye gods who rule the soul! 

Styx, through Hell whose waters rollj 
Let me be allow’d to tell, • 

What I heard in yonder Hell. 

Near the door an entrance gape% 
Crowded round with antic shapes, . 
Poverty, and Grief, and Care, 

Causeless Joy, and true Despair ; 
Discord periwigg'dwith snakes. 

See the dreodfwl strides she takee I, 

U . 
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By this odiout crew beset, 

1 began to rage and fret, 

And resolv’d to break their pates, 

Ere we entered at the gates: 

Had not Clio in the nick 

'Vhisper’d me, “ Lay down your stick.” 

What, ” said I," is this the niad-huuse ?” 
** These” she answei'd “ are but shadows,” 
** Phantoms bodiless and vain. 

Empty visions of the brain.” 

Iirtlic porcli Driareus stands, , 

Sliovfs n bribe in alt his hands ; 

* • • Si • • 


When tlie rogues their country fleece. 
They may hnpe for pence a-piece. 

Ciio, who had been so wise 
To put on a foot's disguise, 

To bespeak some approbation, 

And be thought a near relation, 

Wlien she saw three hundred brutes 
All involv’d in wild disputes, 

Jtoaring till their hmgs were spent, ^ 
Paivin-or, OF Paruswf.wt, 

Now a new misfortune feels, 

DrEADISG to be 1.A1D BY TU’ UZELS. 
^ever durst a Muse before 
Enter that iiifl.rnal d«or ; 

Clio, stifled with the smell, 

Into spleen and Vapours fell, 

By the Stygian ste.anis that flew 
From the dire infectious crew. 

Nut the stench of lake Avernus 
Could have more offended her nose } 

Had she flown but o’er the top 
She had felt her pinions drop, 

And by e xlialations dire. 

Though a goddess, must expire. 

In a flight she crept away ; 

Bravely I resolved to stay. 

When I saw the keeper frown, 
Tipping him with indf a crown, 

“ Now,” said I, “ vve are alone. 

Name your heroes one by one.” 


* a. • o w • 

« « « • « « 


How I w'ant thee, humourous Hogarth ! 
T lou, I beAr, a,j>leasant rogue an. 

Were but you and I acquainted, 

Every jQonster should be jjainted: 

You should try your graving-tools 
On Uus uDMus cnevi's or rtfots : 


Draw the beasts as I describe them > 

From their features, while 1 gibe them; 

Draw them like; for 1 assure you, ^ 

You will need no car’ ealura ; 

Draw them so, that we may trace 
All the soul in every face. 

Keeper, I must now 'retire. 

You havedone^what I desire: 

But I feet my spirits spent 
With the noise, the sight, the scent, 

“ Pray be palii nt; you shall And 
Half the best ate still belHnd: 

You have hardly seen a scoce; 

I can shew two hundred more.” 

Keeper, I have seen eiiough.~ 

Taking then a pinch of snuff, 

I concluded, looking round them, 

“ MAY I'llEIll GOD, THE DEVIL, CON¬ 
FOUND THEM !” 

A WORD IN BEHALF OF 
MR. GALE JONES. 

Sir ; I read with great pleasure an4 
aduiiration, in one of your Weekly Re¬ 
gisters, the very able and learned Argu¬ 
ment of Sir Francis Burdett, against the 
power, claimed by the House ofComnions, 
uf in^piisoning British subjects, tiiat>,aru 
not Members of their own Body, for pub- 
, lishing writings that pass censures on their 
proceedings, and which they therefor* 
consider u.'> Libels. The reasonings in thin 
Arguineut appear to me just and con¬ 
vincing, and the manner of expressing 
them to be clear and methodical, and ac¬ 
companied with all the elegance of lan¬ 
guage that the subject wilt admit of: in 
short, 1 consider it as a performance that 
would have done honour to the most emi¬ 
nent of our patriotic lawyers of former 
times, to Mr. S'elden, Sir Matthew Hale, 
or Lord Chancellor Somers. And 1 hear¬ 
tily ivish that the House of Commons 
would adqpt the doctrine of it, anti 
abandon the odious power they have 
hitherto claimed, and sometimes, though 
rarely, exercised, but never.without les¬ 
sening that confidence and afiection be- 
’tween them and "the body of the people, 
which is the great foundation of their dig¬ 
nity and importance in the State. But. as 
they may not, perhaps, be disposedl tp 
adopt so self-denying a conduct, and may 
I insist upon retaining this power, I beg 
leave to suggest, on the behalf of Mr. 

, Gale Jonss, that, upon carefully consider- 
I ing the oifence he hes been guilty of, in 
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publisliing a placard in which he informs 
the people, “ that by clearing the Gallciy 
of Ihe House of Commons, during the ex¬ 
amination of some of the w’itnesses con¬ 
cerning the Expedition to Walchereii, 
their feelings have been outraged by de¬ 
priving them of the means of knowing, in 
the most complete aiul satisfactory man¬ 
ner, the several circumstances given in 
evidence relating to that Expedition 
it will appear, tliat the said offence is not 
a censure on the House of Commons, but 
only upon one of their members, namely, 
Mr. C. Yorke, vvho moved the House to 
clear the Gallery, agreeably to the stand¬ 
ing order of the House. Now, the slaiulitig 
, orders of the House cannot be opposed, or 
brought into discussion, on a sudden, or 
without a formal motion, after due previous 
notice, to repeal or suspend them on some 
particular occasion; and, therefore, .such 
of the members of the House of Commons 
(of whom, i>o doubt, there were a great 
number) as would have wished the Gal¬ 
lery not to he cleared on that occasion, 
were not at liberty to oppose Mr. Vorke’s 
motion for clearin'g it. And this, wc may 
well suppose, iMr. (Jalc .Tones knew. Ami 
therefore Mr. .loiii-s cannot be supposed 
to blame those tni-mbcis, nor any of tli5 
members, for not »loing wlut they yerc 
not at liheity*io do, but to blame him 
alone who was the cause of this exclusion 
of strangers on that occasion, that is, Mr. 
Charles Yorke. And then the placard must* 
be understood to have the same meaning 
as if it had been worded in the following 
manner: “ Mr. Charles Yorke, on the 
day of the examination of those witnesses 
concerning the Walcheren Expedition, 
moved the House of ('ommons to clear 
the Gallery ; (which, being agreeable to 
‘the Standing Order of the House, was 
necessarily complied with) and thereby 
he has outraged the feelings, and thwarted 
the wishes, of the people, who were anxi¬ 
ously desirous of being informed, in the 
most complete manner, of all the circum¬ 
stances of the late unfortunate Expedition 
to Walcheren.*’ Now, if these words had 
been published .in the placard, or in a 
news-paper on the next day, would they ' 
(though relating only to the act of a sin¬ 
gle member of parlipn^nt,) have been 
considered as a censure of the whole 
House of Commons, and a sufficient ground 
for. the exercise of their high power of 
imprisonment? If they would not, Mr. 
Gale Jones ought not to have been im¬ 
prisoned, awjd ought now to be discharged. 

A CONSTANT RxAOSR. 
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liberty of the subject. 

Kara tempurum felit'it.^8, ubi seiitlre qOaj velis 
etquas seniiusoircrclim. Tucil. ffu<.l..l. 

Slu ; I have already troubled j'ou with 
some observations in respe(t of the power 
exercised by the House of Cunimnns, over 
the Liberty of the Subject; and as it is a 
question of the greatest public importance, 
and there appears to be much contrariety 
of reasoning upon it, 1 perhaps may be 
excusejl if I venture to offer some further 
remaiks. In perusing the arguments of 
the clcrtiuiers of this power'I have, been 
inucli astonished w ilh the course that has 
been jiursued. Precedents, and those ex¬ 
tracted lioin the very worst periods of our 
history, have been bronglii .is unanswer¬ 
able proofs of the ri^ht to »xerche the 
Privileges claimed by llie House of Com¬ 
mons ; and so sf aighteneil have been the 
advocates for power, that, lliey have oven 
cited the indecent and disgii'<iiiig lact, of 
ajudgi: (Beikley) being rudely dragged 
from file justice seat, in obedience to a 
maiuliue of the repicsentaiives ufthe peo¬ 
ple. 1 dm, Sir, of very dilleient scnti- 
lueiit.s from the gentlemen who triumph 
in such instances of power ; '1 should have 
been anxious to have found an apology 
for such an act of violence ; far would it 
have been from my wish to have given it 
currency by (|Uotaiion. Are ministers so 
driven, as to depend for support on an oc¬ 
currence, that should rather seem to mark 
the rude decision of a knot of savages, 
than the cool, temperate, and enlightened 
judgment of the great council of a nation, 
priding itself iu its civilization? 1 should 
have urged, iliat this precedent had hap¬ 
pened in that period of the re,igs'j.of 
Ciiarle.s 1, when popular ferment had: 
fevered the public mind. 1 should have 
urged this excuse for an act of arbitrary 
violence, w Inch reason laments, and pov^cr 
cannot palliate-. Do ministers mean to 
saj', that piecedcnt unsupported by prin¬ 
ciple, ran be of any wiigln with a reason¬ 
able mind ? that it' an act be tyrannical, re¬ 
petition can give it stability and make it 
cither lawful or justifiable ? Would not 
Proclamations from the Crowif ami General 
Warrants, which had precedents inninde- 
rable in their favour, have been dcTemi-s 
ble upon tho same course of rpasoning,? 
What enormity has pmvTr coinmiltetl th^t 
cannot be found ti» be allied to precedent ? 
Is it not then vrjy remarkable, passing 
sti aiige, that wc should hear nothing ofprin- 
ciple asserted Jb favour of these mysterious 
IJa . * * 
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privileges, *' andefincd. by law ; unknown 
*' to the subject; which we must not ap- 
*' proach without awe, nor speak of without 
" reverence, which no man may question, 
" and to which all men must submit*.” 
Really weTBUst imagine, that the gentle¬ 
men of the long-robe cloud not a little their 
understandings with the dust that accom¬ 
panies their ponderous folios when taken 
from the battlements where this artillery of 
legal learning is depositt-d. What infa¬ 
tuation for precedent must exist, when the 
reigns of the Tudors and the Stuarts are 
ransacked for eases to justify an infringe¬ 
ment of the subject’s liberty ! It must 
have been this predilection for precedent, 
and total disregard of principle, that in¬ 
duced a very enlightened scholar, to de¬ 
nominate the lawyers,“doclissimiim genus 
«• iiidoctissiworuni hominumt.” But, Sir, 
as I consider that injustice can never be 
justifictl by repetition, nor sanctified by 
time, 1 shall venture to enquire, what 
there is of principle, in the Privilege 
claimed by tlie House of Comuion$. In 
doing this, it may not be amiss to investi¬ 
gate a little the nUture of governments, 
and the principles upon which our own 
has been established. Man is naturally 
ambitious; ambition leads to power, and 
power to the usurpation of private right. 
The great object therefore, of every well 
constituted state, is to limit ))owcr by 
certain rules, to which the rich and the poor 
are equally bound to conform; and these 
qre called laws. Montesquieu says, con- 
“ stant experience shews us, that every 
*' man invested with power is apt to abuse 
** it; he pushes on till he comes to sorne- 
thing that limits him. Is it not strange, 
"Jiougli true,” continues this able writer, 
•* to say, that virtue itself has need of li- 
** mits i to prevent the abuse of Power, it 
** is necessary, that, by the very disposi- 
“ tion of things, power should be check 
to Power:” Jt was from this w'ant of a 
check to Power, that all the ancient go- 
vernmeins were frail and fell to decay. 
The Republics of old were sacrificed to 
this demon, Uncontrouled Power, who 
from hourly enlarging, at length extended 
to'those limits, to which Montesquieu al¬ 
ludes, and then fell a victim to his own 
, enormity. Cicero foresaw that power 
must be clicked, to render a government 
just, and g'ive it stability; and he foresaw 
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too,' that that could only be the conse¬ 
quence of laws proceeding from the union 
of the different orders of the community: 
" Statuo esse optima constitutam rempub- 
licam, quse ex tribus generibus illis, re- 
gali, optimo et popular!, modipe con- 
fnsa*.” Tacitus saw the efficacy of such 
a government, but doubted the possibility 
of its existence. What, let me ask, is the 
grand objectofagovernmentso constituted ? 
is it not, tiiat the public good, that the 
common-weal, should be secured by the 
least possible infringement of individual 
liberty ? and how can that be effected, 
but by the institution of known laws which 
none can disobey jwith impunity. “ A 
" government/’ says Aristotle “ where the 
" laws alone should prevail, would be the 
" kingdom of Godand Livy speaks of 
those glorious times, when "Imperia le- 
gum polentiora fuerunt quam hominum 
when the laws prevailed over arbitrary 
power. It is such a government as this, 
which affords the best defi^nition of po¬ 
litical liberty ; and difficult as it ap¬ 
peared to the ancients, such a constitu¬ 
tion has been generally considered to 
be the happy lot of Britons. By a 
" fortunate conjunction of circumstances,” 
«iy.s De Lolme, “ by the assistance of a 
favourable situation. Liberty has atjast 
“ been able to erect herself a temple.” 
Montesquieu, after noticing that Political 
Liberty is the direct end of the Constitu¬ 
tion or England, proceeds to enquire, ia 
v'hat that Liberty is founded ; and he ob¬ 
serves, “ tlie Liberty of the Subject is a 
“ tranquillity of mind arising from the 
“ opinion each person has of his safety. 
" In order to have this Liberty, it is re- 
“ quisite the government be so constituted 
as that one man be not afraid of another. 
" But,” says Montesquieu, " when the 
“ legislative and executive powers are 
“ united in the same person, or in the 
•• same body of magistrates, there can be 
“ no Liberty; because apprehensions 
" may arise, lest the same monarch or 
" senate should enact tyrannical laws, to 
“ execute them in a tyrannical manner ; 
" and again, there is no. Liberty, if the 
•“ judiciary power be not separated from 
" the legislative and executive. Were it 
"joined with the levgislative, the Life and 
" Liberty of the subject would be exposed 
" to arbitrary controul; tor the judge 
" would then be the legislator. Weret it 
" joined to the executive power, the judge 
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'** might behaye with violence and oppres- 
« sion.” After lay ing down these maxims, 
thrs author proceeds to shew tltat the "Eng¬ 
lish constitution is founded on the strict 
observance of them. “ The basis of the 
" English constitution,” says J)e Lolme 
also, “ the capital principle on which all 
others depend, is, that legislative power 
'* belongs to parliament alone ; that is to 
" say, the power of establishing laws, and 
" of abrogating, changing or explaining 
" them. The constituent parts of parlia- 
** ment are the King, the Ilouseol' Lords, 
" and the HOusij of Commons.” And 
again, he says, " that all the law's that 
•• are in being, are certainly executed 
. " whenever a|ipealed to, is what I look 
''"upon as the characteristic and umlis- 
" puted advantage of the iilnglish consti- 
" tution.” I give these opinions of emi¬ 
nent writers, which some readers may 
possibly think superfluous, because 1 am 
desirous, that in discussing the privileges 
claimed by the House of Commons, the 
grand and fundamental (irinciples of our 
constitution may be clearly understood. 
It may be easily imagined, that notwith¬ 
standing the strong I'eatures of our consti¬ 
tution may have been known befort;, yet 
that after the Norman Conquest the con¬ 
stitution must haye been found in a some* 
what fluctuating state ; and it does not ap¬ 
pear to have been settled on a him basis 
till Magna Charta, that great outline of 
the Subjects’ Liberty, was obtained from* 
King John; and, until a House of Com* 
mons was convened in the subsequent 
reign of Henry HI. in order to protect 
Magna Charta. Then it was that the 
principles of our constitution were united 
in a firm and compact system; then it 
was that, according to the maxim of Mon- 
’tesquieu, power was checked by power. 
So long as this excellent equilibrium shall 
be preserved, the constitution will remain 
entire; but whenever one of the consti¬ 
tuent parts of parliament shall exercise a 
power undefined by the laws, and inde¬ 
pendently of the concurrence of the other 
branches, does it not amount to a mathe¬ 
matical demonstration, that the constitu¬ 
tion will then cease to efxist. The great 
advantages therefore resulting from our 
constitution, consist of laws being made 
by the union of all the constituent branches 
of parliament, and by those laws being 
known to the subject, and being uniform 
and universal in their operation. It is true, 
that the grand struggle from ISngJohn 
to tke Revolution has been against the 
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prerogative of the crown; but ihat hal 
arisen from the circumstanbe^ that most 
attempts at exorbitant power have pro¬ 
ceeded from the executive branch. In¬ 
deed, when we reflect, that it is much 
more probable that an individual should 
be misled than a body, it is reasonable to 
conclude, that greater circumspection 
would be requisite towards the crown, 
than either of the other constituent 
liranches of parliament. But it does nut 
follow^ that a body of men i-hould not be 
guilty of excess as well as an individual.; 
and when that happens, the body will be 
as much the object of jealousy as the 
crown. Swift, who was well acquainted 
with human nature, says, *' So endless and 
“ exorbitant are the desires of men, that 
" they will grasp at all, and can form no 
“ scheme of perfect happiness with less. 

“ It is hard to recollect one lolly, intir- 
" mity, or vice, to which a single man is 
“ subjected, and from which a body of 
" Commons, collective or representaiivte, 

“ cau.be wliolly exempt.” This makes 
known and certain laws the only guardian 
of political liberty. We ninst not be 
fastidious, and imagine that Machiavel 
libeds the dignity'of man, when he says, 

“ Men are never good but through ncces- 
" sity, and that laws only can make them 
“ good.” As far as regards political so- 
I ciety, Machiavel’s observation is sound, 
and Junius very forcibly illustrated it, 
when he said, that “ laws are intended, 

" not to trust to what men will do, but to 
" guard against what they may do.” The 
grand ultimatum therefore of the English 
constitution is the Liberty of the Subject, 
flowing from equal laws, the offspring of 
a just equilibrium in the three branches 
of parliament; and which I cannot better 
exemplify, than in the words of the author 
of Reflections on the Rise and Fall of the 
Ancient Republics*. “ The equitable in- 
“ tent of our laws,” says this author, “ i.s 
" plainly calculated, like those of Solon, 

" to preserve the Liberty and Property of 
“ every individual in the community ; 

" and to restrain alike the richest or the 
" poorest, the greatest or the meanest, 

" from doing or suffering wrong from each 
" other. This is the wise and salutary 
" plan of power established at the Revo- • 
" lution. Would we alwaj's adhere stea- 
" dily to this plan, and preserve the just 
“ equilibrium, as delivered down to us by 
“ our great ancestors, our constitution 

* Edward Wortley^Mont|iga. 
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w'ooltPrcmaiti firm and unshaken to the 
** end of time.” Having shortly enquired 
info the principles of our constitution, 1 
shall next proceed to consider, .how far 
the Privileges claimed by the Hoii.se of 
Commons arc in conformity or in opposi¬ 
tion to those principles. The Hou.se of 
Commons, in a.s.scrtiiig tlicir right to be 
the sole judges of ihcir Privileges, assume, 
I contend, the |)ower of making a I.i\v iude- 
pendeiuiy of the other coristnuent parts of 
govwiiment. Por tho.se Privileges are not 
to be «li,si;()vert d in any written codi-; nei- 
lii( r I an they b'- founded on imprescripta- 
ble u^a^-e; because, ilibouyh the words in 
]VI;ignaCharla " per legem tei rai”slioultl be 
Considered to relate to usages and customs 
then in existence, they cannot apply to 
what arose poslerinr to the Charter; and 
the Hou<e oi Commons was indubitably 
of a sub.sequeiit period*. Put there is 
another very cogent, leason wliy these 
Privileges caniiOL c-xist either in.wrillcn 
i'lw or u.iage, viz. that they are not de- 
iinetl; iJie ll()u«e of Ciuiiinons assume that 
they are undefined; ,ind many of the 
Judges who li.»ve supported the House at 
dirterent tiu.es in tlii* exercise ol llic.se 
Piivileges h.i\c deci.iretl them to be un- 
defmable. Now it imisl be evident th.it 
no Usage or ei.sioin can be set up for the 
exercise oi wh it is not wiiliiii the boun¬ 
dary ol diiinition; lor that would be to 
e.stabli.sh a custom for arbitrary power, 
which is contrary to fomnion sense, and 
in diicct liolaiion ol the fundamental 
tunxitiiS of our CoiistiintioTi, as 1 have be- 
foie shew It. J’he House of Commons 
therefore claim tlie right of making laws 
of their distinct authority ; for as to call¬ 
ing uiuletined Privileges the Law of Par¬ 
liament, that seems far above any ordinary 
undeislauding to comprehend; for if it 
be law, itimisl have bounds; it must have 
known limits; and what has limits may 
be exceeded. But wlio is to judge whe¬ 
ther the I^iivileges claimed, exceed those 
boundaries or not ? Are those who claim 
the Piivilcms to be the sole Judges. If 
they are, let any man define arbitrary 
power; and if he can find a shade of dif¬ 
ference belw^cii that and these Privileges, 
let him point it out, for I am unable to 
''dlsceiri the least distincliou. The House 
of Commops then, 1 assert, claim a right, 
whicii, upon the principles of the constitu- 


Reigu of Henry 3, vid. llapin 3 vol. 

I" 1 « 


tion, should solely belong to the three 
estates collectively. The House of Com¬ 
mons further assume the right of deter¬ 
mining what shall be a breach of such 
Privileges. Here then they take upon 
themselves a judicial power, which upon 
the principles of the constitution is in¬ 
vested in the judges alone. But the Houstf 
have not vi*t,rit seems, gone far enough ; 
they also insist on inflicting punishment 
for the offence. Here then they assume 
what the constitution contemplates as be¬ 
ing invested in tiie executive power. It 
appears therefore, W'ltho.ut any sophistry, 
that the House of Commons do unque.s- 
tiunably assume the legislative, thejudi. 
cial, and the executive povers to be coi|- 
ceutrated in themselves. Now let us hear 
what that able and admirable vvriter Mon¬ 
tesquieu says upon this state of things. 
" Wlieii the legislative and executive 
powers are united in the same person, 
“ or in the same body of'TOagistrates, 
“ there can be no liberty; because ap- 
“ prehensions may arise, le.st the same 
" moiiarcli or senate, or the same senate, 
should enact tyrannical lavvs, to execute 
" them in a tyrannical manner. Again, 
“ there is no Liberty, if tlie power of 
''judging be not separated from the legis- 
" Jatjve and executive powders; wert it 
"joined with the legislative, the life and 
" liberty of the citizens would be exposed 
'• to arbitrary controul; for the Judge 
" would then be legislator ; and were it 
" joined to the executive power, the Judge 
" might behave with all the violence of 
“ an oppressor.” Montesquieu has pretty 
plainly described the mischiefs* arising 
iroin dlls union of power, in one and the 
same body ; but this Joe.s not meet the evil 
of the concentration of the three powers, 
which I Itavc before observed the House of 
Coiinnons consider as comprehe/ided in 
their privileges. The following observa¬ 
tion, however, of Montesquieu will ex¬ 
actly apply to it. He says, " There 
"would be an end of every thing f/oM# 
" aeroit perdu) were the same man, or the 
" same body, whether of princes, or of the 
“ nobles, or of the people, to exercise 
those three powers; that of enacting, 
" that of executing the public resolutions, 
" and that of judging the crimes of indivi- 
" duals.” It might be considered,' with 
good grounds perhaps, that 1 iiad gone far 
enough to establish a tolerably solid case 
against the legality, or (in compliance 
with the dntinction used by sir S. Roiniliy}, 
against the justifiableness of the House of. 
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Commons *, in their detention of a British 
subject in prison, by rirtue of their own 
mandate; but I will proceed a Htt le farther 
and enquire somewhat into the precedents, 
which have been quoted as establishing 
the right of the House of Commons to the 
exercise of these extraordinary Privi¬ 
leges, as well as into the assertion which 
has been made, of its being essential to 
•the existence of the House of Commons, 
that such Privileges should belong to it. 
With respect to Precedents, whether they 
arc collected from the asra of the Tudors 
or the Stuarts; whether from the best or 
worst periods of our history, 1 am unable 
to ascertain how they can weigh one fea- 
th' r in the sca^, if founrl to be in op|)o- 
fiiion to principle. In order to .see what 
considerable dependence should be placed 
in the dicta or legal decisions of Judgc.s 
in former periods, it may not be consi¬ 
dered irrelevant, to give an anecdote or 
two of the* penetration and .sagacity of 
those law'yers about two centuries ago. 
I.oid Clarendon gives two inslanoes of in¬ 
fallible judgments during tlie great fire of 
London : The Mayor, it seems, proposed 
to pull down a house in order to stop the 
progress of the fire, but was opposed by 
the Lawyers who adjudged the act to he 
unRiwful; amj the house was accordingly 
burnt without being pulled down. Near 
the same lime, it was proposed to break* 
open some houses in the Temple to save 
the furniture, the owners being in tht 
country ; but it was declared burglary ft» 
force open a door without consent of the 
possessor. I presume these must have been 
legal opuiions, founded too on souiewholc- 
ymne precedents; some elviborate juiig- 
inentsof most erudite judges, llut-wdul 
, shall be said to the doctrine of a luminary 
of the law, who has discoursed most 
learnedly on the jurisdiction of parliament 
(by which word however I submit none 
can fairly inter(fret, as meaning citlier 
branch of the legislature separately) I 
mean that oracle. Sir Matthew Hale; 
that grand source of legal discoveries. In 
his Pleas of the Crown, he lays it down, 
that if a man shooting at a wild pidgeon, 

* The word 'justifiable' as used by sir 
Samuel Romilly in Contradistinction to 
• legal’ docs not seem well founded. What 
the House has done, is either constitu¬ 
tional or not; and what is constitutional 
is legal; what unconstitutional illegal. 
Vide Paley, Moral and Polit. Economy. 
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happen unfortunately to kill his neigh¬ 
bour, it is in the English law excusable 
homicide; because the shooting an ani¬ 
mal that is no man’s property is a lawful 
act: (this is very sublime) but, “ if the 
aim be at a tame fowl for amusement, 
which is a trespass on the property of 
another, the death of the man is man¬ 
slaughter. If the tame fowl be shot in 
order to be stolen, it is murder, by reason 
of the felonious intentfrom this a con¬ 
clusion is drawn, which is the acme of the 
most exalted reasoning, viz. tlt;tt, if a man 
endeavouring to kill another, misses his 
blow, aiul happeneth to kill himself, he is 
in judgment of law guilty—guilty of what 
—of w ilful and deliberate self-murder— 
wilful and deliberate self murder, though 
he confessedly meant and deliberated 
no such thing. Really this reasoning is 
awful; it quite astounds the weak fiicul- 
ties of ordinary men, and forces them into 
an admiration of the venerable and vast 
intelligence of the oracles of the law, and 
ministers of even-handed justice of former 
times. When these luminaries are found 
in formidable folios, guarded and clothed 
with the respectable dust of antiquity, to 
defend undefined* privileges, w'hat man 
ought to lift up his h^d, and veiUure to 
ask about the principles of the constitu¬ 
tion)! ! It will not, I think, notw'ithstand- 
ing, be considered quite out of the way, 
if I leave these more remote judicial au¬ 
thorities, however respectable, to legal an¬ 
tiquaries, and descend to a more recent 
case of a judge, who appears to have pos¬ 
sessed tite extraordinary versatility of de- 
icnuiiiing one w'ay in his closet, which 
ho liatiUcd to the world in the form ol 
Commentaries, and of deciding in another 
when his theories were called into prac¬ 
tice ; 1 mean Sir W. Blackstono. This 
ju(!.;e, in tlie Case of Brass Crosby, says, 
“ All courts, by which I mean to include 
" the two Houses of Parliament and the 
" Courts of Westminster Hall, can have 
“ no controul in matters of contempt. 
“ The sole adjudication of contempts, and 
“ the puni.shmcnt thereof, in any mactner, 
“ belongs exclusively, and ^without intcr- 
" fercnce, to each respective court. In- 
“ finite confusion and disorder would fol- 
low, if courts could, by writs of Habea^ 
" Corpus, examine and determine the 
“ contempts of others.” For a judge whp 
had hailed the suppression of the Star 
Chamber, and tbfl writ of Habeas Corpus, 
as blessimjs ^^liich restored the land-marks 
of the constitution, whereby jhe Liberty 
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of the Subject vvas gloriously established 
against utyustifiable attacks of power; 
that this judge should, in direct opposition 
to bis Commentaries, deliberately adjudge 
that the Courts of Parliament and West¬ 
minster Hall have the sole power over 
contempts, and that the punishment 
thereof in arty manner belonged exclu¬ 
sively and without interference to each 
court, seems so extraordinary, that it 
leaves but the choice of this alternative, 
that either the head or the heart of Sir 
William had greatly degenerated. If the 
most inveterate enemy of slavery, were to 
select for abhorrence a trait of Eastern 
despotism, what one more revolting 
could, he select to an English mind, than 
that there existed a rule, that those who 
were appointed to administer justice, 
ahould, when offended themselves, inflict 
without controul what punishment they 
chose on the olFenders? (.'ould any thing 
more absurd be insisted on to any mind 
embued with the smallest conception of 
the attributes of justice. Sir W. Black- 
stone has however so declared the right of 
the judges of England—he has done far 
worse ; he has ventured to denominate 
this arbitrary power, law. For the of¬ 
fended to judge of the injury, and inflict 
what punishment they please, is law. 
Despotic power then is law—most refined 
and pure too this law must be, for it is 
especially for the guidance of those who 
administer justice, under the most difficult 
and delicate of all possible circumstances, 
that, where they arc themselves the in¬ 
terested parties.* Shall w'e ever again 
And an advocate for the privileges of the 
tfouse of Commons to cite this doctrine 
of Sir W. Blackstune as law ? “ It blurs 
the face of modesty” but to recall the 
case to one’s memory. But perhaps we 
may have some ingenious special pleader 
gravely telling us, that it is a contempt 
of court of which Sir W. Blackstone 
speaks, and that it is the court, and not 
tM judge that is offended. The naked 
w^Ils of Westminster Hall, no doubt, that 
are offended. What if his present ma¬ 
jesty were to possess, as the chief estate, 
such a power/ would it be the less de¬ 
spotic, that'when he inflicted voluntary 

-r-!--- 

* It should seem a strange anomaly, if 
a co'atempt should be punishable at the 
pleasure of a court, ^nd that the greatest 
crime the law contemplates, high treason 
against the state, should be left for the 
decision of a jpry, * 


punishment, he thould say it was for an 
offence against the state ot which he was 
only the representative; could that reason 
us into the opinion that such an arbitrary 
act was justice? but Sir W. Blackstone 
has founded his decision, it may perhaps 
be said, on solid grounds which he has 
stated ; forhesays, “ Infinite confusion and 
“ disorder woijld follow, if courts could, 
" by writs of Habeas Corpus, examine and 
« determine the contempts of others.” 
Now let us see what this confusion, what 
this disorder is, that would be the conse¬ 
quence of divesting courts,' (supposing 
them for a moment to possess it) of this 
arbitrary power, for on that the Judge is 
silent. And this leads nje to enquire, 
first, what is a contempt of court? I take 
every act which interrupts or prevents the 
administration ofjustice to be a contempt 
of the court where such a consequence 
takes place. And I take contempt of 
court in its fair, legitimate interpretation, 
to mean no more : nor can any other case 
arise, as I conceive, where summary at¬ 
tachment can be necessary. If I were to 
assert that the laws in every court of 
justice in this kingdom (which 1 however 
verily believe not to l)e the case) are 
corruptly administered, 1 apprehend 
his Majesty’s Attorney General wu]jild 
file-dll Information, ex offitio', against me; 
but would it be contended that each court 
might proceed by the suimnary process of 
attachiiient, and commit me, without any 
iul'orinatioii being exhibited r And why 
is not this libel, it may be said, by bring¬ 
ing the administration of justice into dis- 
rcjnilc, as much a contempt of court as 
any other ? I answer, because the proceed¬ 
ings of no court are thereby prevented 
or interrupted; and for that reason a sum¬ 
mary power becomes unnecessary. The 
ground of summary commitment, I take 
to be, that every- interruption of justice is 
a breach of the peace, fpr which the of¬ 
fender is punishable; and to answer the 
offence, the commitment of the offender 
becomes necessary. The same power is 
invested in an ordinary magistrate, who 
it he personally sec a breach of the peace, 
has the right of committal. Now in this 
way, the summary proceeding of attach¬ 
ing the person appfars intelligible; but 
carry it farther, and insist on the right of 
the judge or magistrate to inffictarbitrary 
punishment, and the power becomes quite 
absurd, and devoid of all reason.—Wh^n 
the judge commits for the contempt, why 
woukl itbccasion infinite disorder, if ano* 
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ther court could interfere by Habeas Cor¬ 
pus, ascertain apd adjudge the punish¬ 
ment due to the cripie ? Is it to be appre¬ 
hended that no other court would decide 
justly, but the court where the offence 
originated ?—that indeed would be a libel 
on justice—what if the o0ender should be 
punished only with such severity for this 
breach of the peace, that he shoujtl contu¬ 
maciously oftend again ? Would not the 
judge again commit him, and would not 
any other court just as well consider the 
aggravated crime, as the judge who had 
been a second time ollended ? I am quite 
unable to discover thefconfusionfhat would 
followin tbiscase. On the contrary the con¬ 
verse of these procegdings, as maintained 
by Blackstone, if it lead not to confusion, 
it overturns at least all the barriers *>f po¬ 
litical liberty, and subverts the very ends 
of justice. ConsideriiiEt the ud'nirable Es¬ 
says on the Laws and Ceiistitution ol ijig- 
lartd,w'hich Lave been so cxcpnsili ly com¬ 
piled by Sir William hMackstoiie under 
the title of Commentaries, I should j>ro- 
posc as a tribute of gratiiude for so v »lua- 
blc a performance, that the Case of Lrass 
Crosby be for ever oblitei aled from .Jie 
Legal Reports; that the menioiy ot tbai 
able man may no longer be di-'graced, 
with so y'cak, so feeblt; a pcrforuiance, as 
liis decision and rfalomng there exhibit.* 
N"w, Sir, wiih respect to the House of 
Commons, it will be seen in Judge Hlack- 
stone’.v decision, {beyond which, I appre¬ 
hend, the most strenuous advocate for ar¬ 
bitrary power will not advance,) that that 
House is assimilated in point of power in 
commitments^ to the courts of \Ve‘’tmin- 
ster Hall. Their powers in cases of con¬ 
tempt appear to he co-equal. Now if the 
courts of SVe-stmiuster Hall have no such 
pow’er as that contended for by the llou^c 
of Commons, I mean the jiower of punish¬ 
ing ad libitum, and that they cannot, 1 
think must be unquestionable to every 
reasonable man, why then it follows the 
House of Commons cannot have ii; for 
the power of that House is said to he ana¬ 
logous to that of the Com Is of Record. 
But I think it will clear that the 

House of Commons, without adoptingsuch 
analogy, docs not possess the power of 
punishing for contempts, Fox, whose 
knowledge must have been considerable 
upon this con.stitutional and important 

? |uestiop, in* bis Letter to Mr. Perry pub- 
ished lately in the Morning Chronicle, 
asserts, that the House of Commons, elcar- 
ly cannot imprison for a time certain^ nor 


impose a fine; and I understand tliii pro;^ 
position stands conceded by the Houaelvt 
this moment. Now this 1 confer |o ba, 
a most important circumstance in the rea.*- 
soning on the Privileges of the House, and 
which on due attention will determine the 
question. If the House have the sole right 
of judging of a contempt, and of punishing 
the offender, how does it happen that the 
Comnions cannot commit for any definite 
time, or impose any fine? I should very 
much wish any gentleman to shew me the. 
coi)si.sleTicy*in the right claimed, and the 
restriction admitted ; how they t’an on 
any possible view be made to accord: 
how they can*co-exi.st. I do not expect a 
botisfactoi y aii.swer which can justify the 
privilege claimed; bull will venture to 
point out a mode of reasoning resulting 
from the p'siriction which I think will be 
s itisfacairy. and which strongly tends to 
est,ih!i.sh the proposition that the Com¬ 
mons are dis.ibh d from inflicting punish¬ 
ment. The power of coramitmentfbr any 
thi.tg which Intel rupts ilie proceedings in 
the llou.se of Commons, is what I have no 
objecfi'iii to con ede ; it seems reasonable, 
and «liat ouglii to he inherent in every 
Court, House, or Asseaihly of legitimate 
aHihuriiy. But this committal is, 1 con¬ 
tend, not as a pmiishmenl.’bnt only as a 
necessary preliminary to judicial investi- 
gatjon. Now the re-iriction from com- 
niitmcnt.s for a defuiile period, and the as¬ 
sessment of a line, most clearly evidence 
tbit* accuracy of what 1 have stated. 
For wh';n w'e consider for a moment, 
we shall find the distinction between 
commitment and commit neiit for a dc- 
termin.iti: periotl, however limited the 
latter, ihough it were only for an hour, 
to he founded on totally diflerent princi¬ 
ples. The latter, or comiiiitinenk for a 
time certain, presupposes an offence, the 
extent and delinquency of which has been 
ascertained; the limited time of impri¬ 
sonment being the punishment adequate 
to the crime. For there is no other prin¬ 
ciple fur confining a man for a day and 
then liberating him, but that of pu¬ 
nishment. It must be the latter, or ab- 
sohite despotism. The fine tertainly 
admits of the same reasoning, and leads 
to the same conclusion. It must be 
either a legal infliction of punishment, or 
it roust be arbitrary power. But the 
House of. Commons, I submit, cannot 
unish, because they»are not a Court of 
udicature; for they canuot examino 
upon oath, one of the mdispeaalble fex* 
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tures of such a court; and because if 
they were a Court of Judicature, they 
could not judicially investigate an ofll-iice 
Committed against themselves, and award 
a punishment due to the crime. If this 
be denied, let it be pointed out upou 
what principle of common sense the 
House is restricted from inflicting de* 
finite imprisonment, or 'imposing a fine. 
It will not be said the House is restrained 
from the former power, because if a 
definite period of Imprisonment were 
awarded, the House might be dissolved 
before'the time t^xpired, and that their 
powers would cease to exist.^ This would 
be an absurd answer, because it would 
just as strongly apply against the pu¬ 
nishment awarded by a Judge, who might 
before the expiration or infliction of the 
punishment, be either dead, or removed 
by impcathmtnt; or might have retired. 
I cannot therefore but feel, that the re¬ 
strictions 1 have mentioned, point nut 
the line of demarcation in respect of the 
Privileges of the House in a most clear 
and forcible manner; thereby making 
their Privileges extending to commitment, 
consistent with the laws of the land, and 
not a virtual repe&l of the land-marks 
of the constitution, which, as it should 
seem to me, would conclusively follow an 
extension of the powers of the House of 
Commons to the degree insisted tipoii, 
viz. of punishing at pleasure. The rea¬ 
soning which occurred to Sir Samuel 
Romilly, in considering the state of oifr 
penal laivs,* in his argument to shew the 
impropriety of leaving any thing discre¬ 
tionary with a judge, is similar to wdiat 
I have been contending for: Sir Samuel says 
** unknown laws are the same as non-ex- 
** isting laws. It is a necessary conse- 
** quence of knowing what actions are 
" punishable by law, that it should also 
** be known what a man may do without 
** fear of punishment; and it is not#” he 
continues, a little extraordinary, that 
*• in a country in which men have been 
accustomed to think that one of the 
" greatest political blessings they enjoyed, 
" wa'S that they lived in the security which 
known’and certain laws aflbrded them, 
** we should be told by a writer of such high 
** character, and such extraordinary merit 
" as Dr. Paley,t that it is good that laws 


Sir Samuel Romilly on the Criminal 

Law. • 

t Dissertation on Cr^es and Punish¬ 
ments, yid. Mor. et Polit. Phil. 


" be not known, because if known, they 
" might be evaded and again tl^is gen¬ 
tleman says, “ If imprisonment for debt 
" is to be justified on the ground of 
" punishment, it should be observed, 
" that in this respect it dilFers from the 
“ punishment of all other crimes, that a 
" power of pardoning exists no where but 
" in the* offended creditor.*’* I hope it 
may be considered, Mr. Cobbett, an ex¬ 
cusable digression, if I make an obser¬ 
vation on the circumstance of two such 
considerable men as Dr, Paley, and 
Sir Samuel Romilly, speaking gravely 
and seriously of unknown laws. It is with 
great submission I say it, and I should 
not saj' it but that I'deem it important, 
that it is entirely a pe.rversion of sense, to 
talk of an unknown law, in the political 
view in which Dr. Paley and Sir Samuel 
Romilly both use this word. Publicity is 
the very essence of its definition : under 
every established governtVient, laws mean 
a code or body of rules for the regulation 
of the state ; a breach or non-observance 
whereof is criminal; but it cannot be a 
crime to disobey rules wbicli no man can 
ascertain to exist. An Eastern Potentate 
might determine, that every one of his 
subjects who sWuld happen' to pass 
his palace at a certain hour sh'ould he 
decapitated, and this resolution might 
no doubt be kept by this sovereign in 
petto. Now, that this would be an ex¬ 
traordinary exercise of arbitrary power 
there could be no question, but surely i*. 
could not be termed law. In the politi¬ 
cal sense in which “ law” is used. Dr. 
Johnson has given a clear definition ; it 
is, says the Doctor, “ A decree, edict, sta- 
tutc,or custom, publicly established as a 
*' rule of justicef.” Law and Political Li¬ 
berty are words to an Englishman, of very 
valuable import, and synonymous in their 
meaning; and nothing can be more es¬ 
sential, than that 'there should be no 
vague and loose interpretation of a word, 
which, if it admitted the alarming quality 
supposed by the above gentlemen, would 
undoubtedly place Englishmen in danger 
of being law-lcss. ■! have already oc¬ 
cupied too Inany of your pages, Mr. 
Cobbett, and I will now endeavour to 
conclude with •Vvhat brevity I am able. 
I am at a loss to ascertain why Mag¬ 
na Charta should not in its operation 
be held to relate to the House of Com- 


* Note, c. 42. 
t Dictionary, voce, “ law.” 
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mens. The words “ per legem terrae,” 
it may be pretended, apply to the privi¬ 
leges in question; blit considering that 
the house where these privileges are said 
to have a place, had an ex post facto exist¬ 
ence, the inference seems uncommonly 
strained. But what, let me ask, will be 
said to the statute which passed in the 
28th of Edward 3*, which cnacte “ That 
“ no.man of what estate or condition so- 
*' ever, shall be put out of his land or 
tenement, nor taken, nor imprisoned, 
** nor dismheriti’d, nor put to death, with- 
“ out being brought in to answer by due 
" process of law.” Will it be attempted 
to be argtied, that the Speaker’s Warrant 
is due process of laav within the meaning 
of this statute? If not, is this statute re- 
jrealed r on the contrary, it is stated by 
note in the statute books, to have been 
recognised and ctmfinncd by tliat memo¬ 
rable statute which abolished the Court of 
Star CliambcT, •und gave the writ ol 
Habeas (’orptis; a statute of which an 
able author thus speaks, “ We must ad- 
“ mire, as the keystone of (hvil Lilterty, 
“ the statute wtiu-h tbrees the secrets of 
« every prison to lie revealed, the cause 
“ of every eonmiitmeiit to be declared, 
" and the per-on ot the m eu'^i'd to be pro- 
" ducedv that he ina^ claim his enlargcj 
“ ment or his trial| withm a limited time. 

Ao wiser form was ever opposed to tlie 
“ abusics of power. But it recptiics a fa- 
•'bi'ic no Ie8.s than the whole Political 
Constitution of C>reat Britain, a spirit no 
“ less than the relractorv ami turbulent 
" zeal of this fortunate people, to secure 
" its ellccts.’* f During the contest re.s- 
pecting the Middlesex Election in the 
time of Mr. Wilkes, Lord (Mi.atham made 
several motions grounded on the illegality 
of the powers a.ssumed by the House of 
Commons. These motions were opposed 
by the then Chief Justice, Loril Mans¬ 
field ; but notwithstanding the. strong sup- 
port which power and prer<»gative hud 
ever met with in this Judge, it is deserv¬ 
ing of consideration, what cautious and 
ambiguous language his Lordship used 
with regard to the Privileges of the Coiu- 
TOons. He said, “ Declartfiions of the 
“ law made by either House of Parlia- 
" ment, were always altmidi'd with bad 
‘t eflects; he had constantly opposed 
*' them, whenever he had opportunity, 
“ and in his judicial capacity thought 

* Chap. 3. 

t Ferguson on Civil Society. 


“ himself bound never to pay the least 
« regard to them.” But then with that 
fle^cibility ; with that peculiar quality of 
mingling light with shade, which his Lord- 
ship possessed, thereby frittering strong 
and clear passages into unintelligible ob¬ 
scurity ; he proceeded to observe in the 
same Speech, " That for his own part, 
" whenever the statute law- w«8 silent, he 
“ knew not where to look for the law of 
" Parliament, or for a definition of the 
“ Privilege^ ol cither hou«ie, except in tbo 
“ pnx'eeding.s and decisions of each hotlse 
" rispectively.” But can it be sai3, after 
Magna Cli-ti’ta, anil the still stronger de¬ 
claration in favour of the Liberty of the 
Subject enacted in thfe reign of Edward 3, 
eouid rny Lord Mansfield have said, in this 
iiisunce, that the statute law was silent? 
If not, how are the Piivilegcs in quc.stion 
to he defended. But even with that quali¬ 
fication, of the silence of the statute law', 
in the Case that then occurred. Lord Cam¬ 
den, that abh' and enlightened statesman 
and law'vef, and who inconsequence re.sign-i 
ed the 'e.iis, in unison with that yet greater 
man Lord C'liatiiaiii, opposed the doctrine 
of Lord Mansfield, and the Privilegc.s 
claimed by the Comrtions, as subversive 
of the ciin.stitntion. “ What then, my 
“ L')rds,” said Lord Chafham, “ are all 
“ the generous eflorts, the glorious ebn- 
“ k:ntions of our ancestors reduced to this 
" conclusion, that, instead of the arbitrary 
"•power of a King, we must submit to the 
‘•arliitrary power of a House of Com- 
" iiions ? Tyranny, my Lords, is in no 
" shape so formidable as where it is assu- 
" mi d and exercised by a number of ty- 
“ rants, liut, my Lords, this is not the 
" constitution; for we all know that the 
“ first principle of the constitution is that 
“ the subject shall not be governed by the 
" arbitrium of any one man or body of 
" men, but by certain laws to which he 
" has virtually given h:s assent.” * These 
Sir, arc the authoriiie.s, which the small 
portion of time 1 have been able to afford 
to the very important subject under dis- 
cusdon, have fallen under my observation. 
—^'rrifling must be the reasoning required 
to* prove that the precedent which is 
founded on usage, can never prevail 
against those acknowledged principles of 
Justice, which are as immutable :ts their 
great Author, who in the plenitude of his 
goodness, has so strongly impressed then 
upon our understandings; these, no so- 

* Debates 1770. 



635] POLITICAL REGISTER.—Leg-aZ/Vy qf the execution [fiSG 


" With re^rd to the Ministers of Jus- 
tice/'says Forster," executingthc oidinary 
Process of the Law, and likewise to private 
persons endeavouring to arrestor imprison, 
it behoveth them to be very cartl'ul tliat 
they do not misbehave themselves in the 
discharge of their duty, h‘st by such mis¬ 
behaviour they lose the protection of the 
law—One frequent instance of their mis¬ 
behaviour is, their breaking open doors or 
windows, in order to arrest—-Now, be it 
understood that the Ofticer caquol justify 
the breaking open an outward door or 
window to execute Process in a Civil Suit 
—If he doth, he is a trespasser ; but if he 
Itndeth the outer door open,‘and entcreth 
that way, or if the door be opened to him 
from within, and lie cnteretli, he may 
break open inward doors if he find that 
necessary, in order to execute his Pro¬ 
cess—^Tlie Books say, that a Man’s House 
is his Castle for safety and repose to him¬ 
self and family, and con'eqncntly the Offi¬ 
cer, in the case I have put, being a tres¬ 
passer himself, cannot l.'c said tq he acting 
in discharge of his duty-—These snjip.i- 
sitions are inconsistent and destroy e;u-li 
other—But if he findeth tlic door open, or 
gaineth admission from within, he having 
a lawful call to tlie place, as he certainly 
bath, catmot li'e a trespasser in emcting 
the house, and eonsfipiently may remove 
any obstruction he mecteth with in pro¬ 
secuting the business he came about." 

Such therefore is the Law of WarraiVs 
in Civil Cases, as slated by Sir Mi< hail 
Forster in his justly cel&brated Treatise on 
Crown Law'—The argument is not very 
clearly stated, but reduced to its terms is 
logical and sound. It is briefly this— 

By a principle of Law, an Knglishman’s 
House is a Castle, and therefore must not 
be forcibly entered, except fiir a greater 
wrong than would be the forcible entrance 
itself. 

Now the forcible entrance itself would 
be a Trespass. 

The House, therefore, cannot be for¬ 
cibly entered except for something be- 
ond a Trespass—and all suits in Civil 
rocess being laid in Trespass, the House 
of course* cannot be legally entered whh 
£>rce by Civil Process. 

Now', therefore, we would ask, why 
shoultl the Speaker’s Writhe considered 
in any other point of view than as a Civil 
Process, or rather as a Warrant in execu¬ 
tion for contempt—4n the dearth of all ad¬ 
judged cases, says the Attorney-General, 
we must haVe recourse* to analogy—Let 


us have recourse to it, therefore, but let 
the analogy be drawn from the whole 
body of the Constitution—its maiZims, its 
principles, and its acknowledged elements, 
—and noi from something picked out by 
the ingenuity of a Crown Lawyer—The 
argument of analogy is good for nothing, 
unless where it be laid in the commu¬ 
nity ofQH<eiiiial qualities—To any legal 
and logical purpose similitude is not ^na- 
log 3 '— simile, says Lord Coke, qua- 
iuor jtedibTiS ciirrit,—or, in other words, 
and as perhajis that quaint Lawyer would 
himself tivii-laie it. Law can never riile 
saft'ly on the ha<;k of mere Simile. 

The first maxim of the Law, and there¬ 
fore the first^groimd Analogy, is what 
we have above mentioned—the Sanctity 
ol the dwelling.—the Privilege of Home, 
and thence the eonscijuential rule, that 
this Saiictiinry should not he violated ex¬ 
cept in (he case of Oimes,—that is to say. 
Breach of the Peace anal Felony.—Now 
It is not pretended, and could nut be main- 
l imed. that the easew'as in eitlierofthe.se 
/lu-dicanienis, liie -Warrant being a W’’ar- 
’■aiif of Pii\ liege, and not a Peace-VV^ir- 
raiu,—being under the hands of the 
iSpe.dicr as .Speaker, and not of a Magis¬ 
trate—Wliat lias hicn said of its being a 
W.nrant in Execiitiou does not 'iltcr the 
ca.-e, becau.se till Warrants in Contempt 
aie Wariaats in l'.xeciition—there is .jO 
mo.snc prore.ss hi this -pecics of oficnce ; 
the judgment is final at once. 

On w hat, therefoiv, is the Legality of 
the Warrant alledged—'J’his leads us to 
our second head, how far it is a Ciiminal 
Process. 

2dly. " There is no precedent," says 
the Attorney-General, “ and therefore the 
ease must be decided on analogy; and in 
the absence of any direct case, he did not 
sec why such a warrant as that directed to 
the Serjeant, should not be executed in 
the same manner th'at a criminal process, 
where the king was the prosecutor, would 
be carried into ellcct. It was in that 
view the pre.sent case could only be con¬ 
sidered, there being no direct authority 
to support its exer< i.se. It was to be ob¬ 
served, that the fullest notice should be- 
given to the individual whose person was 
to be seized,,oftthe purport of the officer’s 
coming. He also was of opinion, that the 
proper officer might call to his aid all 
species of aid, military as well as civil. 
He did not think that the warrant should 
be executed at night, but in case of any 
rescue he was fully of opinion, that it was 
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perfectly legal to break in and search, 
not only the houses of the individual res¬ 
cued, but of any other person, where 
- there was a justifiable suspicion to suppose 
that he vas concealed." An argument of 
analogy, as we have above.said, can only 
be good for any thing, inasmuch as it is 
laid in the community of the essential 
qualities of the subjects compar^jl,—that 
is to say, in that part of the substance 
which operates the law in the one case, 
and which, having a counterpart in the 
other object of the comparison, consti- 
stiites a fair ground of reasoning; that the 
analogy of the premises should lead to a 
similar correspondence of the logical con* 
•eipiences. « 

Now. w'hat is this essential quality in 
the King’s Writ ? That is to say, in Writs 
of Peace and Felony. What is that qua¬ 
lity in the nature of these subjects which 
induces the law to e.xenipt them from the 
limits of its maxinv in Civil Process, and to 
allow them to come at the criminal by 
breach ef outer doors, &c. ? 

There are but two possible qualities on 
which this distinction can be founded ; it 
is either granted ex vz diipiitatis, from the 
personal dignity of the throne, or ex vi cri- 
minis, from the nature and character of the 
offence. • ^ 

If it be assigned to Ihc first, the Consti- 
tut^n will not extend the same considera¬ 
tion of dignity to the Commons. The 
Commons may be co-ordinate in power, 
but certainly not in dignity with the 
Crown. The Commons, as lias been ob- 
•erved, have no ensigns of royalty. They 
are the Honourable House, but nothing 
more. If their dignity be assumed as the 
measure of their legal and constitutional 
competency, it will be still worse for the 
couniry than their present assumption of 
Privilege. Privilege may possibly have 
tome limits ; dignity has none. It is not 
' a thing of quantity or measure. We hope, 
therefore, that the power now assumed 
win not be grounded on the allcdged dig¬ 
nity of the House, and that in the argu¬ 
ment of the Attorney General the analogy 
is not laid in their co-ordination of dignity. 

• The point of fact, however, "is, that the 
King’s Writs have this effect not from the 
dignity of the name, but ter, 

L*t us hear Forster again. 

** The'rule already mentioned (that of 
oot breaking Doors) must be confined to 
the cases of arrest upon Process (here the 
I^iKess meant is either mesne or final) in 
civil suits. For where a felony has been 


committed, or a dangerous* wound givea^ 
or even where a minister of Justice coiDeth 
armed with process founded on a breach 
of the peace, the Party’s own House is 
no sanctuary to them, Doors may in any 
of'these cases be forced, due notification, 
demand, and refusal of entrance having 
been previously made. In these cases 
the jealousy with which the Law watcheth 
over the public tranquillity (a laudable 
jealousy it is;) and the principles of jus¬ 
tice, Ne maleficia remaneant impunita, all* 
conspire to supersede every pretence of 
private inconvenience, and oblige* us to 
regard the dwellings of malefactors when 
shut against the demand of public Justice 
as no better than the Dens of Thieves 
and Murderers, and to treat them all ac¬ 
cordingly." 

Such, therefore, are the only principles 
on which the Law takes from a man tbs 
sanctuary of his dwelling house ; that is 
to say, when by an atrocious crime he 
has himself defiled, and, as it were, un- 
sanctified l^is refuge, and, instead of that 
peaceful home, which the Law terms his 
Castle, has rendered it a den of thieves 
and outlaws. 

Now in the case immediately undet 
consideration docs there seem any crime 
of this nature ? Breach of "the Peace, as 
we say, is not pretended ; and surely con- 
tun^cy to the Honourable House cannot 
be put on a par with Felony. 

'jiius, therefore, neither in dignity, nor 
insthe atrocity of the crime, does there 
seem any parallel between the two cases 
—the King’s Writs or the Speaker’s 
Writs—to justify th^ same resort in both, 
and to constitute that analogy which is 
necessary to ground a legal conclusion. 
Analogy, as we have said, must not be 
confounded with Similitude. Similituiki 
is mere superficial resemblance, and be¬ 
longs to Poets and Orators—Analogy is 
such a resemblance in substance and es¬ 
sential qualities, that in reasoning the two 
objects may be quatenus, as the Logicians 
express it>—substituted for each other, 
and belongs to Lawyers and Ueasoners. 

But if the Warrant be good for any 
thirig, says Sir John Anstrumer, if is good 
for every thing!—Indeed ! Why may not 
a warrant, like every thing else, be good 
to a certain extent, and no farther and 
may be good for one thing and not for 
another. Sir John Anstruther may be % 
good Judge for India j does it hence fol¬ 
low that he would be a good Judge for 
England ? The King’s Writ to the Slwri^' 
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if good to arrest a man in the street, or 
to eoter a bouse after the door is open; 
bot is it a good iWrit to break doors or 
windows, &c ? 

“ But this power is necessary to resist 
Prerogative,’* says Mr. Whitbread. Many 
other Powers may be necessary to the 
same end. There will be no en^ of this 
necessity, if the presumption of it be assu¬ 
med as the justification of such Rights. 
But when the battle is between Privilege 
.and Prerogative, they must flight it out 
with their own weapons. The Law will 
give little help to either. 

Mr. Whitbread again instanced the 
case of the witnesses of Mrs. Clarke refu¬ 
ting to appear. This is totally a diiferent 
thing. The House is there a Grand Jury, 
and may send for any one"; they do not 
there act upon their privileges, but on their 
judicial rights. 

To say all in a word,—what does the 
Warrant specify as the Crime ef Sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdett?—It specifies Brefrch of Privi¬ 
lege,—or, if broken into particulars,— 
Libel—and Contempt of (’ourt—Now it 
has been ruled in Wilkes’s case by lx)rd 
Camden, that Libel is not a Breach of the 
Peace, but only tends to it,—and there¬ 
fore, that it will not j,ustify b.eachof outer 
doors,—no, ncK even the arrest of a Mem¬ 
ber of ParlianiPHt—It is the same wdth 
respect to Contempt of Court—No Civil 
Process, founded on Contempt, can justily 
this Breach of House—For example, (he 
King’s Bench never assumes to do it, whrn 
they issue attachments for not obeying 
Awards, Orders of Court, &c. Now if 
the act or crime alledged can be brought 
within any of these specific analogies, 
where is the necessity of wandering with 
the Attorney General into the wide field 
of general analogy—^'Fbe reason of the 
Law, where it can be had, is better than 
the reason of .the Judge, and particular 
analogies are, for the same reason, better 
than general ones, because they more 
narrowly limit a discretional interpreta¬ 
tion, and because, if they cannot reach 
the actual certainty of a rule, they more 
Marly approximate to it. 

It if 'our opinion, thei'efore, that Hhe 
mode in which the Speaker’s Warrant has 
been ozocuted is illegal, and that Sir 
Fruicis Bardett may, if he so please, in¬ 
dict the Serjeant and his assistants for a 
forcible gntry into his dwelling-house, or 


bring a Civil Action of Trespass againft 
them. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Notes of the French Official Paper, tlte 
Moniteur, upon the Debates in the 
House of Lords on the Motion qf Thanks 
to lard Wellington .— (Continued frotn 
p. 

Had the French army been conducted 
with more experience, the victory would 
have been complete, and not an English¬ 
man would have escaped. The French 
General ought not to have committed the 
error of attacking the English ; he ought 
to have let them advsyice upon Madrid, iu 
order that the 80,000 men under the com¬ 
mand of the Duke of Dalmatia might cut 
otr their retreat by the Tagus. 

The English had so little success at Ta- 
lavcra, that they suflered the King to fall 
upon and destroy the ariqy under Venegas; 
and surely that must be a very singular 
success, which could not prevent an ene¬ 
my from marching to destroy an allied 
corps, the day after the battle. Lord 
Wellington conducted himself with little 
military skill. When he heard of the 
ariival of the French at Placentia, he 
thought they were only about 6,Q00 ; and 
it was not until a few days after, that he 
saw the necessity of re-crossing, to prevent 
his retreat being cut off by the Duke of 
Dalmatia. There was no success in Por¬ 
tugal, because there was no fighting there, 
and because the Duke of Dalmatia evacu¬ 
ated it on learning that the English bad 
joined the Spaniards. 

Lord Wellington’s march to Talavera 
discovers the rash and un.ski]ful tleneral. 
j To have the whole country at command, 
[ and not to know where the enemy is, is 
! a thing almost inconceivable. But this is 
' not the first time that the English have 
lavished their niOQey without any advan- 
tage. 

Lord Wellington did not, from choice, 
take, a possession of Almeiiida ; he was 
compelled to it by the Duke of Dalmatia ; 
and, probably, the F/ench army, in which 
tlK»-e were -two excellent corps, the 5th 
and the 6th, ought not to have taken the 
pains of movii^g for such an object. The 
English thought that the war with Austria 
had weakened the army in Spain : they 
were mistaken in their calculation 
(To be continued,) 
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INSCRIPTION FOR A MONUMENT AT OLD SARUM. 

Reader, thou canst boast the noble name 
“ Of Englishman, it is enough to know 
" Thou standest in Olo SAitoM. But if chance 
“ 'Twas thy misfortune in some other Land, 

Inheritor of slavery, to be bom, * * 

“ Read and be envious !—Dost thou see yon ilutf 
" Its old, mud, mossy walls with many a patch 
Spotted ? Know Foreigner ! so wisely well 
“In England is it ordered, that the Lhwf, 

“ Which bind the people, from themselves should spring} 
“ Know that the Dweller in that little Hut, 

“ That wretched Hovel, to the Senate sends 
“ Two Delegates.—Think Foreigner, where such 
“ An Individual’s Right, how happy all 

R. SodthkY. 
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' summary of politics. 

Sib Francis’s Commitment to the 

Tower. -In my last (page 58S), I gave 

an account of the great Public Meeting, 
held by the Electors of Westminster, at 
which Meeting it was resolved to present, 
a Remonstrance to the Honourable House, 
and.^n Addixss of •approbation and tkaniti to 
Sir Francis. The.se I also inserted, at the 
'page referred to ; and 1 now insert the 
Answer of Sir Francis to the Address of 
his constituents. The Address was, it ap-, 
pears, presented by the hands of the High 
Bailiff of Westminster; and, as every 
thing, reljiting to this great cause, is of 
importance, or may become so, 1 shall 
preierve the Note to the High Bailiff as 
well as'the Answer to the Address. 

* Tower, April 20, 1810. 

“ Sir Francis Burdett presents his re¬ 
spectful compliments to the High Bailiff of 
Westminster, and transmits to him his An¬ 
swer to the Letter of the Electors of that 
City, which he did him the honour to pre¬ 
sent to him this morning. 

Arthur Morris, Esq. High 
Ratliff for the Cfty and 
Libertia qf Westminster'*' 

** Gentlemen, Tower, Apr. 20,1S10. 

** If any thing could iRcrease or confirm 
the constant resolution of my life, never to 
betray the confidence you have placed in 
me, it is the kindness and afiection which 
your letter of the l7th instant testifies to 
me, and the wisdom and propriety*of your 
«uRduct at the late Meeting. 


--[64* 

“A scrupulous adherence to the compaon 
law of this land, and the wise provisions 
of the dheient statutes, declaratory of that 
law, which together form what 1 under« 
stand by the Constitution, raised our coun¬ 
try to an unexampled height of happiness 
and prosperity ; and in an exact propor¬ 
tion to the invasion ancLncglect ot them, 
has the country declined. 

" In defence of these Laws and this Con- 
Ititutiun, I smile at any privation, to which, 
personally, 1 may be subjected, thinking, 
* as I do, that life cannot so well, and so 
happily, because it cannot be so honour¬ 
ably and usefully, expended, as in defence 
of this our best inheritance, and in the 
maintenance of the good old cause, for 
which Hampden died in the field, and Sid¬ 
ney and Russel on the scaffold. 

" Laws, to be entitled to respect and will¬ 
ing obedience, must be pure—must come 
from a pure source—that is, from common 
consent, and through an uncorrupt chan¬ 
nel—that is, an House of Commons freely 
elected by the pepple. Moreover, they 
who pay the reckoning ought to examine 
and controul the account; and the only 
controul the people" can have is by a fair 
cepresentalion in Parliament. .The neces¬ 
sity of obtaining this check by a constitu¬ 
tional Reform is now acknowledged by all, 
except those who, contrary to law, have 
possessed themselves of a property inithe 
House of Commons, by whom this land, 
this England— , 

■ this dear land. 

Dear, for her repStation through the WOrM^ 

I« now leak’d out- < ■■■ ■ • . 

X 
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Uke to a teneami, wr peltiMf twB t 

Enffaml. Itoaiid in with te hiM^lHnift nn, 
Wbon Rwkjr Aon hanti h^k (1m envious snise 
Of wntery Keptana, is nenr bonnd hi with shame. 
With inl^ blots and rMbb parehment bawb. 

" I^m this foal aud traitorous traffic 
our borough-monger sovereigns derive an 
immenM revenue, cruelly wrung from the 
hard hand of honest labour. I do, how¬ 
ever, now entertain an ardent hope, that 
this degraded and degrading system, to 
which all our difficulties, grievances, and 
dan^TS are owing, will at length give way 
to the mi^erate but determined perse¬ 
verance of a whole united people.- 

Magna Charta, and the old law of the 
laud, wilt then resume their emptre—free- 
dom will revive— the caterpillars of the 
state, coiling themselves up in their own 
natorsdly narrow sphere, will fall oif and 
pertsh— property and political iJower, 
which the law never separates, will be re¬ 
united—the King, replaced in the happy 
and'dignified station allotted him by the 
ConsUtution —the people, relieved from 
the bittereit of all curses, the cursoof Ca- 
n asa w- t hat ef being the servants of serv- 
antSK—and restored to their just and in- 
diipntable rights. 

*' To effiict these grla^ important, and 
necessary purpose^, no exertions of mine 
shall ever be wanting: without their at¬ 
tainment,no eilurts of mine can avail.- 

The People of England must speak out- 
—they must do more—they must act ;— 
and following the example of the Elec¬ 
tors of Westminster, they do act, in a firm 
and regular manner, upon a cuncerted 
plan—ever keeping the Law and Consti¬ 
tution in view—they must finally succeed I 
in recovering that to which they are le-! 
gaily entitled—the appointment of their 
own guardians and trustees for the protec¬ 
tion of their own liberty and property. 
They must either do this, or they must in¬ 
evitably fall a sacrifice to one or the oilier 
of the most contemptible factions that ever 

disgraced this or any other country.- 

The question is now at issue it Hihgt 
now D« ultimately determined, w'hether 
we are henceforth to be slaves, or be free. 
Hold 16 the^laws—this great country may 
recovery forsake them—and it will cer-* 
tainly perish.—I am, Genilemeii, vour 
most obedient bumble Servant, 

. Francis Lurdett.” 

" Ta the Eketon qf 
Westminster.** 

Amongst many other good tbihgs, which 
have arisen out of this struggle with the 


Honourable House, nothing is better {be¬ 
cause nothing can be more favourable to 
the cause of public liberty) than the hav¬ 
ing forced the OUTS to an open avowtU of 
their hostility towards Sin Francis and the 
friends of Reform. To men much ac¬ 
quainted with the state of political parties, 
this hostility was welt known; and, in¬ 
deed, how wps it possible to suppose,.that 
sUch men as the Grenvilles, the Wynnes ; 
such men as Sir John Anstruther, (lately 
' an Indian Judge!) and the Gratuitous Ad- ■ 
viser; how was it possible to believe, that 
such men as these could be otherwise than 
hostile towards Sir Francis and his princi¬ 
ples ? But, still, there were many persons, 
who had, or seemed to have, hopes, that 
the party called the Whigs were friendly 
to Reform. Names do a great deal; and, 
the name of Whig was still a cause of de¬ 
ception. Now, however, this name can no 
longer deceive. Whether from a hope, 
tliat the alarm, excited by the “ Piccadilly 
Expedition** (as the people in *the streetf 
sarcastically termed it); whether from a 
hope, that this alarm would so operate as 
to stifle Sir Francis and the cause of Re¬ 
form ; or, from an opinion, that the only 
chance of ever getting a share of the good 
.things, was to feign alarm, and, under that 
pretence, after, for a decent period, “ ral- 
" 6^*ng round** the ministry, to squeeze in 
amongst them ; from whatever cause, or „ 
with whatever view-, the fact is certain, 

, and a valuable fact it is, that, the moment 
oSir Francis was in the lower, the Whigs, 
the whole of the OUTS,the whole of those 
who have so long been endeavouring to 
prevail upon the people to petition the king 
to take them into place; it is certain, that, 
the moment that they knew, that Sir Fran¬ 
cis was safe in the Tower, the whole of 
this fiiction joined in the outcry against 
him, and had the audacity to charge him 
with being the cause of lho.se murders, 
which had been perpetrated by the soldiers, 
soldiers brought out and employed for the 
purpose of causing to be executed uu Order qf 

the Honourable House. -^I’liis valuable 

fact we must now never lose sight of; that 
both parties arc against Sir Francis; that, 
upon all occasiijns, we must now speak of 
the OUTS as boiiig as much, if not more, 
enemies of Rcfori^, than the INS are; and 
that it would bS; folly supreme in any part 
of the people to pl ice any reliance opoa 
men, who, turn them which way you will, 
have no other merit than that of upp<5sing 

bad measures from bad motives.-That 

this is the light, in which Sir Franck 
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TiewB the natter is very clear, from the 
^anaer, in which ha. speaks of “ orte or the 
*' other of the factio,'.5." Until now, he 
may have been restraii'ed by the recol¬ 
lection of former intercourse, irom treating 
the OUTS, or, at least, some of them, in 
the manner in which they deserved to be 
treated, lliey have now cast off all dis- 
goise. They saw him in the Toiuer; the} 
were safe beyond his reach for some 
Oionths at any rate; he could not answer 
\ them; he was in the Tower, and they fell 

upon* him most heroically.-^There is 

one trick; one attempt to impose upon 
the public, on the part of the OUTS, that 

1 mUst notice.-It is this : the OUTS 

_ voted against <^ommiHsn» Sir Francis to 
* the Tower; and upon this they put for¬ 
ward claims to great merit with the peo¬ 
ple. They have published lists of the 
minority and the majority upon the question 
of sending to the Tower; and, pretend to 
blame the mmjyters for sending him thither. 
This is a ^oss attempt at deception. It 
is not who voted for sending to the Tower 
that we wanted to know and to remember; 
but all those who voted for reprimanding, 
which, if the House persisted in its claim, 
it was easy to foresee must end in a com¬ 
mitment to the Tower, er, at least, in some-, 
thing beyond a reprimand. The At- 
TonNEV Genebal,* in answer to a chilrge 
^ against the ministers for having caused ail 
the disturbances by their rash act of com¬ 
mitting to the Tower, instead of adopting^ 
the punishment of Reprimand, propose^* 
by the OUTS; in answer to this the At¬ 
torney (^neral ridiculed the notion of the 
House contenting itself with a reprimand. 

-He said, be would ask those gen- 

*• tieman who had been so anxious for a 
•• vote of reprimand, in preference to that 
S' of commitment, supposing that the ma- 
*• jority of that House had been of their 
" opinion, in uHir manner did they think 
that reprimand wquld hate tjeen received f 
'* The Honourable Baronet would have 
*' looked down upon such a censure with 
" feelings very opposite to those neces- 
" sary to be entertained by the object 
*' of a reprimand in order to make that 
** reprimand effectual. That Honourable 
** Baronet would have looked upon it 
•* as if a man qf rank qnd eminence was re- 
“ primanded by his servants in his servants' 

•' hedl** -^The Attorney General was, it 

teems, called to order, doubtless for sug¬ 
gesting Vnepossddlily of Sir Francis's look¬ 
ing upon the Honourable House gs a pack 
of footmen and grooms and lackeys and 
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I shoe-boys. This was, to be sure, a most 
unfortunate suggestion, and that, too, at a 
moment when the grand object was to 
maintain “the dignity’* of the House; 
but, though I venture not even to give an 
opinion upon this suggestion of the At¬ 
torney General, I have no scruple at all in 
saying, that that man must have been in-- 
deed an ideot, who expected, that the re¬ 
primand would not have produced on an¬ 
swer ten thousand times more euttmg than 
any thing contained in the publication for 
having made which the Reprimand was to 
have been inflicted. So that to vote for n 
Reprimand was, in fact, to votefor a widen¬ 
ing of ihe*breach; it was to vote for a keep- 
; ing of the quarrel alive; it was to vote, in 
fact, as heartily against Sir Francis as it 

was possible to vote.-Those who voted 

for the Reprimand were by far the bitteteefc 
enemies of Sir Francis; and, it will not 
be forgotten, that the two persons, who 
spoke the most against his publication, 
were the late India Judge and the Duka 
of York’s Adviser, who, be it observed, are 
both rmiked in that minority, wbo are re¬ 
presented as having voted/br Sir Francis, 
and against his being sent to the Tower, 

-There was, indeed, two lists, which 

it would have been some service to pub¬ 
lish, namely ; the lists of the majority and 
the minority upon Loan Folkestone’s 
^amendment, which amendment amounted 
*to a declaration that the House had no 
right to meddle with the matter. These 
lists w'ould have been very useful: these 
are the lists which- would 'have shewn us 
who were for Sir Francis, and who against 
him; and these lists the partizans of the 
OUTS have taken special care that the 

public shall not see any thing <^.-This 

decided hostility, this open hostility of the 
OUTS, is very favourable to the public 
cause. The people now see, that there 
is no good to be expected from a change of 
ministry; that it would be the old thing 
over again; a mere addition to the pension 
list, and a new batch of every degree; 
ficsh humiliations for (die king, and fresh 
insults on his people. 

Parliamentaby Reform. In my 
> last, I had neither timq nor rtfbm to advert 
to the notice of Mr. Brand for bringiitg 
forward some proposition, relative to thia 

subject_Mr. Brand has, upon many 

occasions, spoken out boldly, and, the 
people will, I am certain, be very glad to 
see the qause of Rgfortn heartily takiea up 
by him.* The people are attached to 
their own intei^sts; aud, though there is 
X 2 . • • 
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tome weight, and a great deal, ‘m mere 
personal character and mattnen, still, if 
the people kw any other man aa able and 
as willing to stand by them j if they had 
proof-of such ability md will in any other 
man, that man would not fail to divide 
their attajchaaent with Sir Francis, the only 
way to lower whom from his height of 
popularity, is, to equal him in endeavours 

to serve the people.-Of the intended 

proposition of Mr. Brand 1 know nothing, 
and,* therefore, I can say nothing as to 
«rhat it ti;^ but, I cannot refrain from ex¬ 
pressing my hopes as to what it it not; 
and, 1 do amcerdy hope, that Mr. Brand 
wilt not be induced to imitate any of the 
jHUeh-toork makers, who have heretofore 
sqmearhd as Keformers; that he will not 
aMmnpt to. reconcile us to the borough- 

rem b^ any partial measures, such as 
throwing open of some and the sup¬ 
pressing of others, but still keeping the 
kernel of the accursed thing alive; that 
he wilt not attempt to retain any of the 
present ^ual(fication$ or disqualifioations, 
and the disgraceful swearings and lyings 
from which those restrictions are insepara¬ 
ble; and.that he will not, on account, 
iniult us mth any proposition to buy up 
the boroughs, to petition the king and the 
two Houses to tax hs for the means of pur- 
^asing the fee-simple of the false-swear- 
ijBg and all the manifold villainies of the •' 
boroughntongering crew. It is enough; 
it is quite enough, in all conscience, to 
know that we have for so many years, 
been tned and governed by men, chosen, 
in no inconsiderable part, by miscreants, 
who openly take money from the candi¬ 
date, and who plainly tell you, that their 
votes afford them the means of keep¬ 
ing, in part at least, their families; it is 
quite enoughJp know this, without being 
called upon to give part of what properly 
we have left to these ruffians to sufler us 
to choose our own representatives for the 
future, to give them, in fact, a bribe in 
perpetuity; as if we were to say to each 
individual raggamuffm; " hold, you now 
** get ten pounds, for instance, a year, 

“ upon an average, for your vote: that, 
taken at the rate ol freehold property 
« being thirty 3 'ear’s purchase, is worth 
" 300/. therefore we will give you 300/. 

“ not to vpte again.*' I should as soon 
consenli*; nay, I would sooner consent, ifl 
could obtain security for performance of 
articles, to make a similar compromise 
with highwaymen and sheep-siealcrs, 
whose calling is less disgraceful in itself. 


and much less injurious to tho j[)ublio, 
than that of a dealer in borongbs, in simts, 
or . in votes, whether he be buyer or seller, 
or whether his dealings be in wholeuleor 

retail.-1 do hope, that Mr. Brand has 

none of this sort of proposition in view ; 
for, most assuredly it would be met with 
shouts of public scorn. 1 hope, that Mr. 
Brand has infbibed the conviction, that a 
Reform, to content people now, most be 
real; that it is not now sufheient to hold 
out a splendid project; that we are all 
thnrougnly persuaded, that nothing can 
save this nation short o( a House of Com¬ 
mons, upon the plan, or, at least, upon the 

principles, of Sir Francis.-Mr. Brand 

may be assured, that the people have 
now not the smallest doubt as to the 
real great cause, the principal predomi¬ 
nating cause, of all their distresses and of 
the disgraces and dangers of (heir country. 
There have, of late, appeared so many 
proofs, so clearly given, of tlye source of 
all our national calamities, that no doubt 
can or does remain; and you can meet 
with no man, even amongst the least-in¬ 
formed part of the community, who does 
not perceive, that this soui'ce is the bo- 
rough-mongering system. The thing is 
how understood; it is seen through ; the 
very, common people caq easily tract the 
power of pocketing the public money to 
the possession of borough interest, or, in 
other words, to the possession of votes. 
(The whole of the traffic is as well under- 
'stood as that of the chandler’s shop ; and 
boroughmonger has, at last, taken its place 
at the head of the commonly-used appel¬ 
lations of infamy. Those w'ho iberit this 
appellation should, through the means of 
some vote in parliament, be pointed out 
by name. They ought to be known; 
these daring, these audacious violators of 
the law, of act upon atf, ought to be 
known to the people of tlie whole king¬ 
dom ; and, I think, that a good prelimi¬ 
nary measure would be, a motion for a 
committee to ascertain wAo, the borough- 

mongers are -A dealer in seats or ia 

votes is a violator of the law. He is a 
robber of the worst description; and, as 
such he ought to be considered and treated. 
The thief, who should steal my'horse or 
my sheep, I wainld> much sooner forgive, 
than the thief, who robs me of my rights, 
and, bj' that means, of my property, and 
who commits this robbery under 4 ha 
forms imposed by the very law that ha 

violates.J-In my last, 1 took a hasty 

view of the baleful effects of the borough- 
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mongering system as to the filling of The wonder is, that, under sack ft igPSl«n» 
offices in the state. A correspondent, in the affairs of a nation can be tmrnM oa 
confirmation of what I then ^d, has refer> with sufficient consistency even' te keep 
red me to the following striking passage of a the government, in any shape, in exist-* 

celebrated wmk, touching upon the same eiice.-Ma. Bukks, in hisspeech upon 

topic, and written about fifty years ago. that famously flagrant job, the payment 
In a nation,*' says the author, " circum* of the Nabob of Arcot’s debts, an afi'atr 
^'stanced like owri, the great contention which began in February MiH, more than 
** among those of quality andsfortune will 25 years ago, and which afiair still is a 
" probably lie in the afiair of Election drain upon the nation, which hks to sup* 
Interests : that next to ettbminate port a set of Commissioners to do some* 
V$^leMures and gaming, this (for the same thing or other about those debts; upon that 
"end as gaming) will of course be the occasion Mr. Burke described the means 
" capital pursuit: ^that this interest will by which the borough-system plundered 
" naturally be regarded as a kind of the public. The job itself he describes 
" Family-Fuad, for the provision of tlte thus:—" All the acts and muniments in the 
"••"younger branihes; and that its force "records of peculation; the consolidated 
" must arise from this principle, that in *' corruption of ages; the patterns bf ex* 
" case the head of the family is not gj-aft- " emplary plunder in the heroic times of 
*'fied in his lucrative demands, he and his " Roman antiquity, never equalled the 
" dependants will raise a combustion in " gigantic corruption of this single acr. 
" the state. Viewing the afiair, then, in " Never did Nero, in all the insolent pro* 
" this light: we shall see that, beside the " digality of despotism, deal out to his 
" general ill influence of Faction, this " Pr-jetorian guards a donation fit to be 
principle of disunion must farther teml *' nameil with the largess showered down 
" to weaken or destroy both the national “ by the bounty of our Chancellor of tho 
" capacity and the national spirit of dc- " Exchequer on the faithful band of his 

" fence. For, in a nation so circuia- " Indian Sepoys.”-Such was the jobi 

** stanced, through the strength of this which was sanctioited by the House of 
** principle, many high and important* Commons. Such was the manner, in 
*' poets, in every, public and important which the people’s money was expended 
** profession, m*ust of course be filled by by “ the guardians of'tltepublic purse." Let 
men, who, instead of ability and virtue. «us now hear what was the obicct which 

** pkad this interest for their best title, - the minister (Pitt), according to Mr. 

" How, indeed, can it be otherwise, while * Burke (on whom be afterwards bestowed 
" the consebuBness of this principle has'' a pension) bad in view; and we shall see 
"anyplace in the mind f Is not the par- the close connection between this act of 
liameat interest qf every powerful family " gigantic corruption” the minister's keep* 
, " continually rung in the ears qf its branches ing his place by means of the borough- 
" and dependants t And does not this in- mongers. We shall here see Benfield, 
" evitably tend to relax and weaken the who was to share the greatest part of the 
application of the young men of quality profits of this job, paying the minister in 
^ and fortune, and render every man, votes. The minister had been, and still 
" who has reliance on this principle, less pretended to be, a parliamentary roomier, 
*• qualified for those stations, which by this and this is what Me. Burke alludes to in 

•* very principle he obiains? For why should the following passage.-"You are per* 

*• a youth of family or fashion (thus he " fectly sensible that a Parliamentary Re- 
" argues with himself) why should he " form occupies his thoughts day and 
submit to the drudgery of schools, col- " night, as an essential member in this ex- 
" leges,Academies, v,oyages, campaigns, fa- “ traordinary project. In his anxious re- 
" tignes and dangers, wAen heean rise to the “ searches upon this subject,, natitral in* 

‘ " h^hest steuions by tlu smooth and easy path *" stinct as well as sound policy, would di* 
" ttf parliamentary interest f” —- To be " rect his eyes, and settle his choice on 
sure. How is it to be Acp^cted, that men " Paul Benfield. Paul J^nfi.Td is th» 
will encounter toils and dangers for the " grand parliamentary ref<>rmer, the re- 
obtaining of that, which is to be obtained « former to whom the whole choir of re* 
by intrigue, lying, swearing, and the em- " formers bow, and to whom eveia the 
^oymeiit of the base means, which any " right hououiabW gentleman biioMlf 
provided he have a little of the cun- " musit yield tlys palm._ For what regiofr 
auig of. knavery, caa sa ea^y employ ? " in the empire, what cityj whi^ borough; 
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>• what county, what tribunal, in this king* 
** dom, ii not fiill of his labours ? Others 
** have boen tmly speculatorshe is the 
** grand practical reformer; and whilst 
® the Chancellor of the Exchequer pledges 
in run Che man and the minister, to in- 
*• crease the provincial members, Mr. 
** Benfield has auspiciously and practi- 
cally begun it. Leaving far behind 
•* him Lord Camelford’s generous design 
** of bestowing Old Sarum on the bank of 
*• England, Mr. Benfield' has thrown in 
» the borpugh of Cricklade to reinforce 
•• the county representation. Not content 
** with this, in order to statiop a steady 
"phalanic for all future reforms, this 
*• public-spirited usurer, amidst his chari- 
’** table totls for the relief of India, did not 
” forgsft the poor rotten constitution of his 
•'nativo country. For her, he did not 
w disdun to stoop to the trade of a whole* 
** sale upholsterer for this house, to fur- 
*'nish it, not with the faded tapestry 
figures of antiquated merit, such as de- 
corate, and may reproach some other 
** houses, but with real, solid, living pat- 
** terns of true modern virtu. Paul Ben- 
•* field made (reckoning himself) no fewer 
•• than eight members in the last parliament. 
V What copious streams tf pure blood must he 
not have transfused into the veins of the pre- 
««ent I ***** * 

tt * «««*««! 

" On fa is part he' [Atkinson, Benfield’s 
•* Agent] was not tvaniing in zeal for the 
** common cause. “ His advertisements 
shew his motives, and the merits upon 
which he stood. For your minister, 
" this worn-out veteran submitted to enter 
" into the dusty field of the London con- 
" test; and you all remember, that in the 
•• same virtuous cause he submitted to 
*• keep a sort of public office at' counting- 
** house, where the whole business qf the last 
general elation was ntant^ed. ft was openly 
*• managed by the direct agent and attorney 
** qf Benfield. It was managed upon In- 
•* dian principles and far an Indmn interest. 
*• This was the golden cup of abomina- 
tions i this the chalice of the fornica* 
** tions* of rjipioe, usury, and oppression,^ 
** which was held out by the gorgeous' 
*'• eastern harlot; which so many qf the 
*• people, so ntamy qf the nobles (fthi» land 
*• drained to the very dregs. Do you think 
» that no reckoning was to follow this lewd 
** debauch ? that no payment was to be 
" demanded for this fiot of public drun- 
" kenness and national pros|itation ? Here 1 
** you have it before you. The principtd qf 


•• the grand eketkn manager must be in- 
“ demnifed ; accordingly the dlaims qf jUn- 
*‘fidd and hit crew nsust be put above att in- 
** quiry. I have thus laid before you, Mr. 

Speaker, 1 think with sufficient clear- 
** ness, the connection qf the eunurm with 
“ ilfr.' Atkinson at the general ekcdum; J 
•• have laid open to you the connection of 
" Atkinson Vith Benfield; I have shewn 
" BenfieWs employmmt of his wealth, in 
" creating a parliamentary interest, to pro- 
" cure a ministerial protection ; I have, 

" before your eyes his large concern in 
** the debt, his practices to hide that con- 
" cern from the public eye, and the liberal 
••protection which he has received from tlte 
•• minister. If this chain^f circumstances 
" does not lead you necessarily to con- 
•• elude that the minister has paid to the 
•• avarice qf Benfield the services done ^ Ben¬ 
efield's connections to his tmbuion, I do not 
“ know any thing short of the coidcssion 
of the part}' that can pfcVspade yon of 
his guilt. Clandestine and collusive 
•• practice can only be traced by com- 
•• bination and comparison of circnih- 
•• stances. To reject such combination and 
" comparison is to reject the only means 
'' of detecting fraud; it is, indeed, to give 
•• it a patent and free Jbcence to cheat 
•• with impunity. I copfoie myself to the 
•• connection of ministers, mediately or 
•• immediately, with only two' persons 
•• concerned in this debt. How many 
" others, who sjqyport their power andgreat- 
'••ness within and without doors, are con> 
•• cerned originally, or by transfers of 
" these debts, must be left to general 
•• opinion. I refer to the reports of the 
" select committee for the proceedings of 
• •• some of the agents in these afiairs, and 
•• their attempts, at least, to furnish nd- 
•• nitters with the means buying general 
•• courts, and even whole parlmnents, in the 

•• gr^. -1 know that the ministers 

•• will think it little less than acquittal, 
•• that they are charged with having taken 
•• to themselves some part of the money 
•• of which they have made so fiberal a 
•• donation to their partisans, tbon^ the 
•* charge may be indtsputably fixed u^n 
•• the corruptidn of tneir politics. For 
•• my part, 1 follow their crimes to that 
•• point to which legal presumptions and 
•• natural indications lead me, without 
•• considering what species of evil motive 
** tends most to' aggravate or extenuate 
•• the guilt of their conduct, iut if 1 am 
*• to spebk my private sentiments, 1 think 
*• that in a tlmusaiid cases for one it wdhid 
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" be far less misehieYoas to the public, 
" and fall as little dishonourable to them* 
" selves, to be polluted with direct bribery, 
" than thus to become a standing auxi- 
" liary to the oppression, usury, and pe- 
" culation of multitudes, in \)rder to ob- 
*' tain a corrupt support to their power. 
*’ It is by bribing, hot so qfien iy being bribed, 
" that wicked politiciam hrin^ruin on man- 
" kind. Avarice is a rival to the pursuits 
" of many. It finds a multitude of checks, 
^^nd many opposers, in every walk of 
"life. But the onsets qf ambition are for 
** the few ; and every person that aims at in'. 
•• direct profit, and thnqfore wants other pro- 
•* tection than innocence and law, instead qf 
" its rival becomes its instrument. There is a 
«' natural allegiance and fealty due to this 
" domineering paramount evil, from all 
•* the vassal vices, which acknowledge its 
« superiority, and readily militate under 
" its banners; and it is under that dis- 
•[ cipline alone that avarice is able to 
spread to any considerable extent, or to 
render itself a general public mischief. 
** It is therefore no apology for iniiiis- 
" ters, that they have not been bought 
" by the East India delinquents, but 
that they have only formed an alliance 
« Vvith them for screening each otiur from 
‘•Juptice, according to the exigenqp of 
« their several necessities. That they have 
" done so is evident; and the junction, 
*' of the power of office in England, with 
•• the abuse of authority in the East, haf 
*• not only prevented even the appearance 
** of redress to the grievances of India, 
*' but I wish it may not be found to have 
*• dulled; if not extinguished, the honour, 
*<-the candour, the generosity, the good 
•• nature, which used formerly to charac- 
" terixe the people of England. I con- 
‘ ** fess, 1 wish that some more feeling than 
*< I have yet observed ibr the sufierings of 
*• our felbw-creatures and fellow-subjects 
•' in that oppressed part of the world, had 
. •* maniiestea itself m any one quarter of 
•* ^e kingdom, or in one large descrip- 

tion of men/'-Here is a complete 

instance from begi^ing to end. I could 
, have taken instgpees full as strong and of 
much more modern date; but, I chose* 
rather to take an instance in the words of 
another, and especially u that other is so 
.frequently ^oted by those, who are op¬ 
posed to a Ileform.-Is it not evident, 

thiit if the people of England, all the peo¬ 
ple of properly, had had the choosing of 
their representatives, they newer would 
have sofiTered Paul infield to have nglit 


members in the Commons* House. ? In an¬ 
other part of the Speech, Benfield is 
described as <* a wretch, whose carcase 
" ot^kt, tong ago, to have fattened the region 
“ kites.** And yet this “ wretch” could 
put eight members iuto the Houser of 
Commons; aye, but what is more," 
his eloquent accuser could support the 
system, by which this region kud* gen¬ 
tleman was not only enabled to put, on Kls 
own account, eight members into the 
House,.but by which he was enabled*' to 
" manage the whole business qf a general elec- 

“ tion.’* -Mr. Burke, alas! Was himself, 

with all his eloquence and his philosophy, 
dependent on the borough-mongering sys¬ 
tem, the influence of which system, would, 
had he opposed it, have kept him out of the 
House, or would have ruined him. " ■ B ut, 
wliat appears unaccountable to me, is, that 
a man, after giving this description of the 
conduct of Benfield and the Minister ; 
wfter shewing that seats had been bought 
by the former for insuring the Minister 
votes |n the House, in return for which the 
Minister was giving him the public mo¬ 
ney by hundreds of thousands of pounds, 
part of our present enormous debt; and, 
after describing, in strains so eloquent, the 
injustice, the misery, the cruelty, 6he na¬ 
tional infamy, flowing from this source : 
the wonder to me, is, how, after this, this 
same man could have the face to pretend 
tlmt the ^stem ot^ht to remain, and that to 
attempt to change it would be to endanger 
the h^inesi qf ttie nation .• What was it, in 
fact, but saying, “ Here is a villain, whose 
" carcase ought, long ago, to have been 
" suspended on a gibbet; this villain, by 
" the means afforded by the borough^ 
" mongering system, has puteight members 
*• into the House, which ought lo repre- 
" sent the people ; he has kept a sort of 
" public office for dealing in seats in this 
“ House; he has given his bought votes 
" to the Minister ; by the means of those 
" votes the Ministerhas been able to keep 
*' his place and his power; and, in pay- 
" ment for those votes the Minister is 
*• now, under pretence of paying debts to 
" the Nabob of Arcot, drawing money 
" from the people in taxes tb put into the 
pocket of this villain and his associates: 

" All this is true j yet do I say, that this • 
" seat-selling system is fin' the good qf the 

" nation.” .In answer to a man. who 

would thus express himself, there is no¬ 
thing tc;sqy. It is clear, that such a man 
has got beyond the point where reasoning 
is supposed tifhave any weight. It is c!e.v. , 



655J POUTIPAL VE(GI^TEBi^L9rd 


that he has made up his mind to push 
oppres»iion as far as it will go, without 
military force; and then tp resort to that 
force. It is quite clear, that he knows 
that he has the bad cause to defend, and 
that he is prepared for extremities ; that, 
though be knows his danger to be great 
from perseverance, he also knows, that 
Reform would reduce him to his native 
nothingness; and tlirit, therefore, you 
have nothing to expect ironi him but what 

ifou can force from him. -l,aiu, however, 

in h'opes, that we have not to ‘expect 
language li^te this at present. There is, 
in the public mind, a pretty confident ex- 
pectauon,lbat this audacious hingoa ge, this 
oj^eniy avowed love of corruption is no 
longer to be heard ; that the nation is not 
again to be told, that they must endure u* 
be bought and sold, and that the whuir 
mass of it is corrupt, from the bottom to 
the tpp ; but that the people themselves, 
ninety nine hundredths of whom have no, 
voice ill elections, are more coirupt than 
the sellers and buyers of scats and of votes. 
It is my opinion, too„ that wc shaK hear 
this audacious language no more ; but, 1 
would as soon hear it, as to hear of pro¬ 
positions for the compounding with the 
raggamuffins and pettifoggers and borough 
mongers. The lavy says, that the con¬ 
stitution is our birtfiriglu ; and I will never 
^ive my consent to the purchasing of any 
part of It, especially from miscreants who 
hav*e stolen it from us. 

COBBETT. 

^(Uk Apr. 1810. 

The Debate on Lord Ossulstone’s mo¬ 
tion about the murders committed by 
the Life Guards’ Men.; the Petition of 
Capt. Foskett; and the Question of poor 
l^OBEET Jeffery, in ncxr. 

THE SIXTH VOLUME OF 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary History 

OF 

• ENGLAND, 

Comprising the Period from the Acces¬ 
sion of Queen Anne, in 1702, to the Ac¬ 
cession of King G^rge Che First, ih 1714, 
is ready for Delivery. • 


Mb. Erskink’s (now Lord Erskine) Opi¬ 
nion OF THE Proceedings op the 
Court of King’s-Bench in Ireland, 
BY attachment. Wbitten to a Gen¬ 
tleman OF high reputation at the 
BAR IN Dublin. 

Bath, Jan, 13, 1785. , 
Sir; I feel myself very much honoured 
by your appfication to me, on an occasion 
so important to the public freedom ; and 
1 only lament that neither my age nor cx-. 
perience are such as to give my opinifin 
any autlioiity vv'Ith the Court in which 
you practise ; but whsrever 1 have no, 
doubt, I am always ready to say what 1 
tliink, and yon are therefore, very wel¬ 
come to my most public sentiments, if any 
use can be made of them. 

You have very properly confined your, 
questions to the particular case, furnished 
me by the ailidavit which you hare trans¬ 
mitted to me; and my answers therefore 
need involve in them no general discus¬ 
sions upon the principles of civil govern¬ 
ment, which in the mere abstract are not 
often useful, nor always intelligible. The. 
propositions, to which my answers are 
meant strictly to apply, are. First, Whe¬ 
ther the facts charged by the affidavit, on 
which your Court of King’s Bench is pro-^ 
ceedfng against the Magistrates of Leitrim, 
are sufficient to warrant qny criminal pro-, 
'secution fora misdemeanor whatsoever? 
Secondly, Whether, supposing them sufr 
ficieiit to warrant a prosecution by in¬ 
formation or indictment, the Court has apy 
jurisdiction to proceed by Attachment? 
As you are pushed in point of time, I can 
venture to answer both these questions at 
Bath, without the assistance of my hoqks, 
because they would throijif no light uppa 
the first from its singularity, apd U 

much too clear to require any from them. 

As to the first—the facts chargeid by tfie 
affidavit do of themselves neither estimlislx 
nor exclude guilt in the defendants. Its 
one state of society sqch proceedinga 
might be highly criminal; and^ in pipK 
tber, truly virtuous and legaL 
To create a nationaWelegation amopgs^ 
p free people, already governed by repre¬ 
sentation, can never be under all circuq^-' 
stances, a crime: the objects of such dt^, 
legation, and the'purposes of those whq' 
seek to effect it, can alone determine th.e 
quality of the act, and the gqilt or iniio- 
cence of the actors. 

If it points (no matter upon what neces¬ 
sity) to supersede or to controul'tbe ouat? 
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ing government, it is self evident, that it 
cannot be tolerated by its laws. It may 
be a glorious Revolution, but it is rebellion 
against the government which it changes. 

If, on the other hand, it extends no lur- 
ther.than, to speak with certainty, the 
united voice of the nation to its Repre¬ 
sentatives, without any derogation of their 
legislative authority and discretion; it is 
a legal proceeding, which ought not in¬ 
deed to be lightly entertained, but which 
ri toty national conjunctures may render 
WJsS'Stid necessary. 

The Attorney General might, undoubt¬ 
edly, convert the facte, contained in the 
affidavit, into a legal charge of a high mis- 
.{^meanor; which^ when properly put 
into the form of an information, the de¬ 
fendants could not demur to: but he could 
not accomplish this, without putting upon 
the Record averments of their criminal 
purposesand intentions; the truth of which 
averments are facts which he must esta¬ 
blish at the trial, or fail in his jiroseciition. 
It is the province of the Jury, who are the 
best judges of the state of the nation, and 
the most deeply interested in the preserva¬ 
tion of its tranquillity, to saj’-, by their 
verdict, whether the Defendants acted from 
principles of public spirit, and for the sup¬ 
port of ^ood government, or sought sediti¬ 
ously to disturb ih—s-The one or the otlidl* 
of these objects would he collected at the 
trial, from the conduct of the Defendants 


in summoning the meeting, and the pur¬ 
poses of it when lyet. 

If the Jury saw reason from the evidence 
to think that its objects, however colour¬ 
ed by expressions the most guarded and 
Rgal, were in effect, and intended to be, 
9ubver8ive of government and order, or 
calculated to stir up discontent, without 
adequate (dijects to vindicate the active 
attention of the public, they would be 
bound in conscience and in law to convict 


them; but if, on thp other hand, their 
eojaduct appeared to be vindicated by 
public danger pr necessity, directed to 
mgal objects of reformation, and animated 
a laudable zeal for the honour and pros¬ 
perity of the nation; then no departure 
.irom Mcustomed forms in the manner of 


assembling, nor any incorrect expressions 
in the •description of thq^r object, would 
bind. or even justify, a Jdry to convict 
tl^m as libellers of the government, or 
disturbers of the peace. 

To constitute a legal charge of either of 
these o&nces, the Crown (as 1 before ob¬ 
served) must aver the ciiminal intentioo. 


which is the essence of every crimeand 
these averments must be either pn^ied •&! 
the trial, or, ii to be inferred,/irwna 
from the facts themselves, may, be rebut* 
ted by evidence of the Defendant’s inno¬ 
cent purposes. If the criminal intent 
charged by the information be not esta¬ 
blished to the satisfaction of the Jury, the 
information, which charges it, is not true ; 
and they arc bound to say so by a verdict 
of acquittal. 

I am therefore of opinion (in answer 
the first qu5stion). tliat the Detendants are 
liable to he prosecuted by information ; 
but ihat the success of such pro.->ecutioti 
ought to dt'iiv^nd upon the opinion which 
the people of Ireland, forming a Jury, 
shall entertain of their intention in sum¬ 
moning the meeting, and the real banujidp 
oby‘ctb of the asscmoly when met. 

It is uimecessaty to enlarge upon these 
principles, because their notoriety has no 
doubt suggested this novel attempt to pro¬ 
ceed by attachment, where they have no 
place; and 1 cannot help remarking, that 
the prosecutor (if his prosecution be 
founded in policy or justice) has acted 
with great indiscretion, by shewing that 
he is afraid to trust t|je people with that 
decision upon it, which belongs to them 
by the Constitution; an^ which they are 
more likely to give with impartial justice, 
than the judges whom he desires to decide 
ujlfon it at the expence of their oaths and 
of the law. 

This is a strong expression, which, per- 
'‘haps, I should not ijave used in answering 
the same case in the ordinary course of 
business; but writing to you as a gentle¬ 
man, I have no scruple in saying, that the 
Judges of the Court of Ring’s Bench can¬ 
not entertain a jurisdiction by attachment 
over the matter contained in the affidavit 
which you have sent me, without such a 
gross usurpation and abuse of power, as 
would make me think it my duty, were I 
a Member of the Irish Paruament, to call 
I them to account for it by impeachment. 

The rights of the superior Courts to 
proceed by attachment, and the limita¬ 
tions imposed upon thatri^t, are esta¬ 
blished upon principles too ;^in to be 
misunderstood.—Every Court must have 
power to enforce its own process, •and to 
vindicate contempts of its authority; oihe^ 
wise the Laws would be de.spised, iftid this 
obvious necessity at once produces and li¬ 
mits the process of attachment.—-Where- 
ever any act is done by a Court wbkh th# 
sulyect is bcoiud 4o obey, obedEitf&co may 
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be enforced* •nd' dnobedtence punished* 
by that summary proceeding. Ujmn this 
principle attachments bsoe against officers 
ibr contempts in not obeying the process 
of Courts directed to them* as the ministe*' 
rial smants of the Law* and the parties 
on whom such process is serred, may* 
in like manner, be attached for disobe¬ 
dience. 

Many other cases might be put* in 
which It is a legal proceeding, since every 
pet which goes directly to frustrate the 
mandates of a Court of Justice* is a con¬ 
tempt of its autbority. But I may ven¬ 
ture to lay down this distinct and ab¬ 
solute limitation of such piocess, viz.— 
That it can only issue in cases where the 
Court* which issues it. has awarded some 
process, given some judgment, made some 
legal order* or done some act* which the 
party against whom it issues* or others on 
whom it is binding* have either neglected 
to obey* contumaciously refused to sub¬ 
mit to; excited others to defeat by arti¬ 
fice or force* or treated with terms of con¬ 
tumely and disrespect. ' 

But no crime, however enormous, even 
open treason and rebellion, which carries 
with them a contempt of all Law, and the 
authority of all Courts, can possibly bn 
considered as a., contempt of any'particu¬ 
lar Court, so as to be punishable by attach¬ 
ment* unless the act, which is the object of 
that punishment* be in direct violation''or 
obstruction of smuething previously done 
by the Court which issues it* and whi^ 
the party isttac^hed was bound* by some 
antecedent'proceeding of it, to make the 
rule of his conduct. A constructive ex¬ 
tension of contempt beyond the limits of 
^is plain principle would evidently in- 
irolve every misdemeanor* and deprive the 
ipil^ct of the Trial by Jury* in all cases 
where the punishment does not extend to 
touch his life. 

The peculiar excellence of the English 
Government consists in the right of being 
judged by the country in every criminal 
cam* and not fixed Magistrates ap¬ 
pointed by the crown. In the higher 
order of crimes the prople alone can ac¬ 
cuse* and without their leave, distinctly 
expressed by an indictment found before 
them* no man can be capitally arraigned ; 
and in all the lesser misdemeanors* which 
either ‘ die crown* or individuals borrow¬ 
ing its authority* may prosecute* the 
safoty of individual^ and the public free¬ 
dom absolutely depend upon the weil- 
luiovra iauBcmoniii lighl or crery Defon- 


dant to throw himself upon his country for 
deliverance by the general plea of—Not 
Guilty. By that plea, which in ho suqh 
case can be demurred to by the Crown* 
or questioned by its Judges, the whole 
charge comes before the Jurynn the ge¬ 
neral issue, who have a jurisdiction co-ex- 
tensive with the accusation* the exercise 
6f which* HI every instance, the authority 
of the Court can neither limit, supersede* 
controul, or punish. 

Whenever this ceases to be the^Jgjr- if 
England, the English Constitution isat an 
end, and its period in Ireland »arrived 
already* if the Court of King’s Bench can 
convert every crime, by construction, into 
a contempt of its authority, in order i*'" 
punish by attachment. 

By this proceeding the party offended 
is the Judge; creates the odence without 
any previous promulgation; avoids the 
doubtful and tedious ceremony of proof, 
by forcing the Defendant to accuse him¬ 
self; and inflicts an arbitrary punish¬ 
ment* which* if not submitted to and 
reverenced by the nation as law* is to be 
the parent of new contempts* to be pu¬ 
nished like the former. 

As I live in England, I leave it to the 
Parliament and People of Ireland to con¬ 
sider what is their duty* if such authofity 
M assumed and exerc^ed by their Judges: 
if it ever happens in this country, 1 ^all 
give my opinion. It is sufficient for me 
to have given you my judgment as a 
lawyer upon both your questions; yet* as 
to^ps of policy can never be misplaced 
when Magistrates are to exercise a discre¬ 
tionary authority* I cannot help conclud¬ 
ing with an observation, which both the 
Crown and its Courts would do well to 
attend to upon every occasion. 

The great objects of criminal justice kre 
reformation and example; but neither of 
them are to be' produced by punishments 
which the laws will not warrant: on the 
contrary* they convert the offender into 
a suffering patriot; and that crime which, 
vivuld have been abhorred for its pialig^ 
nity, and the conl^ion of which woma 
have been extinguished by ajegal prose¬ 
cution, unites, an injured nation under the • 
banners of the criminal* to protect the 
reat rights of {he community, which m 
i^erson have been endangered. 

These, Sir, are my sentiments, ahd you 
may make what use of them you please. 

I am a zealous friend to a Reform of the 
Bepregemation of the People in the' 1^- 
liaments of boidt Kingdoms* and a sincere 



661] APRIL 28, 1810.— {0^ 


admirer of that spirit and persererance 
which, in these days, when every impor¬ 
tant consideration is swallowed up in 
luxury and corruption, has so eminently 
distinguished the people of your country. 
The interests of both nations are in my opi¬ 
nion the same ; and I sincerely hope that 
neither ill-timed severity on the part of 
Governmen];, nor precipitate measures on 
the part of the People of Ireland, may 
disturb thatliarmony between the remain- 
ih|p« 4 )a^ts of the Empire, which ought to 
be held” more sacred, from a leflcction on 
what has been lost.—have the honour to 
be. Sir, &c. ' T. Erskine. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Notes qf the French Officud Paper, the 
Moniteur, upon the Debates in the 
House of Lords on the Motion of Thanks 
to Lord Wellington. — f Continued from 
p. 6 to.; 

in 

Had the war in Spain been difierently 
managed, with the forces which were 
there, Spain would long since have been 
reduced to submission, and Lord Welling¬ 
ton would long since have been driven 
into the sea. One shrtigs one’s shoulders 
at observing how regardless of truth the 
English orators are.in their speeches, apd 
what little knowfedge they suppose in the 
ihembers who listen to them. 

MarquU Wellesley. —" I wish to see a 
** vigorous Executive founded upon and 
" co-operating with an assembly of the 
" Cortes.” 

Mmiteur. —Assemblies of the Cortes ! 
.W« entrea! Lord Wellesley to inform us 
where they are to be held. Is it at Cordo¬ 
va, Seville, the Isle of Leon, or in the Ca¬ 
naries ? 

Marquis WeUaley.—^* We have adopted 
*• a line of cpndact more generous and 
*• more politic.” 

Moaiteur. —France wishes you would 
persist in that excellent policy. It will 
give her the means of conquering India and 
the freedom of the seas in the plains of 
Spain. There is a wide difference between 
fine praises and pufls, and the calculations 
df policy. 

[Upon hisstatement respectingthe num¬ 
bers and discipline of theVortoguese army, 
the ^|onitPur says :—] 

Thus, then, the English pretend to de¬ 
fend • Portugal. The English Ministers 
will, doubtless, revert to more' prudent 
measures. Lord Wellesley is a bad pro^ 
phet. He wauu a meeting of the Cortes ; 


'and at the moment he speaks; the Fiench 
are masters of Seville and Andalusia. He 
wishes to defend Portugal j his brother 
will give him better advice, and will adopt 
the plan of nobly embarking in his trans¬ 
ports. The Admiral, more prudent, has 
prepared a great number for nis receptibn. 


Marriage of the Empesos; Napoleon 
WITH THE Archduchess Mama Louisa. 

Vienna^ mMarcJi 11. —^This day, at sic 
o’clock in the evening, the marriage of 
the Emperor Napoleon, with tite Arch¬ 
duchess Maria Loui^ was celebrated in 
the Church Af the AuPlstins. The French 
Ambassador Extraordinary, the Prince of 
Neutchatel, proceeded with three of the 
Court carriages and six, to the Palace 
wiiere the Archduke Charles was in wait¬ 
ing. That Prince and the other Archdukes 
conducted him to the Emperor, with whom 
was the Empress and the Archduchess. 
Their Majesties then passed into the grand 
apartmeqts, where were assembled the 
Ladies and the Nobles of the Court, and 
from thence to the church of St. Augus¬ 
tins —The ceremony was performed with 
much pomp. Te Deum was sung, and 
'discharges of artillery announced the mo¬ 
ment of the nuptial benediction. Oi re¬ 
turning to the Palace, the Archduchess 
Maria Louisa, now Impress, was con¬ 
ducted by the Prince of Neufchatel. She 
svaa placed under a canopy surrounded 
*by her Ladies and Officers, and then re¬ 
ceived a letter from the ^peror Napo¬ 
leon, which the Count de Bearn, Cham¬ 
berlain to his Maje^y, had the honour to 
present to her.—^I'he Prince of Neufcha¬ 
tel then advanced to salute the new Em¬ 
press, and to be admitted to the honour of 
kissing her hand. General Count Lauris- 
ton. Count Alexander de Laborde, Secre¬ 
tary of the Embassy, and the Gentlemen 
of the Embassy, were then presented^ 
whom her majesty kindly received, and 
admitted to the honour ofjcissing her band. 
—Count Otto immediately afterwards pre¬ 
sented the Ladies and Officers of the 
Court.—^The proefesion to the Church of 
St. Augustins was extreme!^ splendid. 
The covered galleries, through which the 
procession passed, were very brilliantly 
illuminated. The Nobility went first, 
next the Great Officers of the Crown, then 
the Ministers, the French Ambassador 
Extraordinaiy, the Archdukes, the Em- 

Sror and Empress, the Archduchess 

aria Louisa, v?>tb the Ladies of the Pai^ 
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lace.—The church was ornamented with. 
the richest tapestry, and illuminated with 
great magnihcence. The Ladies received 
at Court were placed on seats, to the right 
and left. Benches were placed for the 
othpr classes. The Archbishop with se¬ 
veral Bishops, and bis Clergy, preceded 
the Emperor. -His Majesty placed him¬ 
self under a canopy on the right of tht- 
altar. The Eu)|>ivs5, who led the Arch¬ 
duchess Maria Louisa by the hand, giving 
her the right, conducted her to a pew pre¬ 
pared in front of the altar, and'then took 
her seat. under a canopy, to the left of 
the Emperor. The Archdukes were in a 

{ )ew to the right oiUbe throne. On the 
eft were j;hp officers of the Emperor and 
Empress The Archduke Charles was in 
a pew to the left of the Empress. On the 
right of this pew was placed the Prince of 
Neufchatel, having a chair and a pew si¬ 
milar to those of the Arclidukes. 

The following are the details of the 
ceretnony-of the 7th of March:— 

The 7lh of March was the day fixed 
for the solemn demand. At sik in the 
evening the Preach Ambassador proceeded 
to Court with great ceremony, and was 
received in the sam^ manner as on a day 
of audience. Having arrived near his 
Maj'ipty’s Tbron#, he delivered a speech, 
and demanded in the name of his Ma¬ 
jesty, the Emperor Napoleon, the hand of 
her In^erial Highness the Archduebew 
Mafia Louisa.—The Emperpr, as chief of 
his hcrase, havipg given ap answer, and 
the Grand Chamhftlain having been sent 
to conduct the Afcbduchess Maria Louisa, 
her Imperial Highness entered accompa¬ 
nied by the Grand Mistress and Grand 
Master of her Court, and having approach- 
^ bis Majesty with a profound reverence,' 
iffie was pl-.iced to the left of the Empe- 
ror.<-Vrbe Anabassador then presented to 
her Impeual Highness the letter and the 
portrait' of the Emperor of the French. 
Her Imperial Highness having formally 
consented to the ^ demaml made of her, 
placed the portrait on her bosom. The 
Ambassador then, conducted by the Com¬ 
missioner of Audience, and preceded by the 
whole 'of his suite, proceeded to an au* 
dience of the Empress, and then to the 
aparimept prepared for the purjiose for his 
Imperial H'g'hness the Archduke Charles, 
to whom the Aotbassador cooTmunicated 
the desire of the Emperor of the French 
that his Imperial Highness would repre- 
Hept his pe^u. in ajulepmily of the 


marriage.—Having then presented to his 
Imperial Highness his full powers, he re¬ 
tired to bis hotel, accompanied In tfi# 
same manner as before. At seven in the 
evening there was a grand assembly and 
gala at Court, at which the Ambassador 
and Count Otto were present. 

Speech qf the French Ambassador Extraor^ 

* dinary. 

Sire; 1 come in the name of the Em¬ 
peror, my master, to demand of yo^ u jthj 
hand of the Archduchess Maria iCouisa, 
your illustrious daughter. The eminent 
qu.alities which distinguish that Princess, 
have assigned her a place upon a great 
Throne.—She will conifibute to the hapr 
piness of a great people and of a great 
man.—The policy of my Sovereign is in 
uuisun with the wishes of hk heart.-— 
This union of two pow’erfui families. Sire, 
will give to two generous nations new as¬ 
surances of tranquillity and happiness.” 

Anxwer qf the Emperor, 

I regard the demand in marriage of 
my daughter as a pledge of the senti¬ 
ments of the Emperor of the French, 
which I justly appreciate.—My wishes for 
the happiness of the future marriage can¬ 
not be expressed with too much truth; it 
will be mine.—I shall'find in the friend* 
ship of die Prince, whom you represent 
excellent motives of consolation for-the 
separation of my dear child ; our people, 
will see the assured pledge of their mutual 
welfare.—1 grant the band of my daugh-i^ 
ter to the Emperor of the French.” 

I^peeeh qf the French Andmsador Exiraerdi— 
nary to her Imperial Highness the Arch¬ 
duchess Maria Louisa. 

“ Madame ;—Your augual; father hie 
fulfilled the wishes of the Emperor, ray> 
master. — Political considerations may- 
have influenced the determination of bom 
Sovereigns, but the first consideration ia 
that of your happiness.. It is abo-ve alt 
your consent, Maaame, that the Emperori, 
my master, wishes 'to obtain.—It will ha 
delightful to see united on a great throne 
to the genius of power those mautiei ai^ 
races which are so dearly loved.—This 
ay, Madame, «ull he a happy one for 
the Emperor, my master, if your Imperial, 
Highness orders me to inform him that 
you participate in the hopes, the vfishc% 
and t^ sontiments of hia heart,” 



jM»3 


Aimoer qf her Imperial the Arch¬ 

duchess Maria Louisa. 

" The will of tny father has conrtantly 
been mine, my bappineu will always be 
involved in his.—It is in these principles 
that the Emperor Napoleon cannot fail to 
find a pledge of the sentiments i^ich will 
actuate my conduct towards my husband ; 
happy if 1 can contribute to bis happiness 
awTto that of a great nation. I give, 
witff ltl« permission of my father, my 
consent to my union with the Emperor 
Napoleon.” 

qf the French Ambassador Extraordi- 
narjf to'Vie Empress. 

" Madame;—The Emperor,my master, 
has specially charged me to testify to 
your Imperial Majesty, all those senti¬ 
ments with which he is penetrated to¬ 
wards you.—He deeply feels the obliga¬ 
tion which he*owes to you for the good 
example, and the care which the Arch¬ 
duchess Maria Louisa has received from 
* yon.—He cannot conceive a better model 
for the union of the Majesty of the Throne 
with amiability, and the gracious qualities 
W'hich your Imperial Majesty possesses in 

so eminent a degree.” 

• • 

, Anssver of the Empress. 

It is in the moment so interesting to 
my heart, in which the destiny of my dear 
daughter is fixed for ever, that I am 
charmed at receiving from your Serene 
Highness the assurance of the sentiments 
of the Emperor and King. Habituated 
upon-all occasions to conform my wishes, 
and ray opinions to those of the Emperor, 
my, dearly beloved husband, I unite with 
him in the confidence with which he looks 
to the results promised by so happy an 
union, as well as in the most ardent wishes 
for the future and unalterable happiness of 
our very dear daughter, which will hence¬ 
forth only depend on that of his Majesty 
the Emperor and King.—Feeling sensibly 
the opinion, much too favourable, which 
his Majesty the Emperor and King has 
i 'conceived of me, I can only attribute it 
to the excellent natural disposition of my 
dear daughter, and the mildness of her 
character. I will answer for her, that her 
only objects will be to contribute to the 
liappiness of his Majesty the Emperor 
Md King, and to conciliate at the same 
time the love of the French naiioa.’* 


^teeoh qf the French Emhossador Eietraenli^ 
nary, to his Imperial Highness the Ar^ 
duke Charles. 

Monseigneur;—The Emperor, roy 
master, having obtained from the Em* 
peror, yoifr illustrious Brother, the hand 
of the Archduchess Maria Louisa, has 
charged me to express to your Imperial 
Highness the value which he sete upon it 
by his wish that you would accept his 
procuration for the marriage ceremony.—* 
If your Imperial Highness gives your con¬ 
sent, I have the honour to preseal to you 
the procuration of my Ma^^ter.” 

Answer qf the Archduke Charles. 

" I accept with pleasure, my Prince, 
the proposition which his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French has through yoa 
transmitted to me. Equally flattered by 
his choice, as penetrated with the delight¬ 
ful presentiment that this alliance will 
eflTace every trace of political dissension, 
repair tb% evils of war, and produce a 
future happiness to two nations, who are 
formed to esteem each other, and who 
will render each other reciprocal justice*-* 
1 shall reckon amongst the most interest- 
ifig moments of my life, that when in 
token of a reconciliation aS frank as faith¬ 
ful, I shall present the band of the Arcb- 
duehess Maria Louisa to the Delegate of 
the Great Monarch whom you represent; 
and I pray you, my Prince, to publish to 
aYl France my ^rdent wishes that the vir¬ 
tues of the Arcltluchess may cement for 
ever tlie friendship of our Sovereigns, and 
the happiness of their people.” ^ 

The Ambassador then presented the 
Archduke with full powers, after which 
the Archduke conducted him to the apart¬ 
ment of his Majesty, where all the Impe¬ 
rial family were assembled, to proceed to 
a Grand Court Gala. The .circle was 
numerous and brilliant, and the Arch¬ 
duchess, decorated with Napoleoqi^s por¬ 
trait, attracted every eye. 

Ceremony observed upon eke Empress quitting 
the Austrian territory, and being Mi- 
. vered over to the French Conmdssioners. 

Braunau, March 1 8 . —^^e Empress, who 
bad arrived at Kied on the I5tb, set out 
on the 16th at eight in the morning, and 
arrived about eleven at Altheim, where 
she stopped to change her dress. An 
hour afterwards she ag&in set out, followed 
I by the whole precession, and arrived at 
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two at the place deetined for her recep* 
ti<m.—'Near the of St. Pierre, and 

at one league beyond Braunan, a building 
had been constructed, divided into three 
large saloons,, having two entrances, one 
on the side of Braunau and the other on 
,that of Altbetm.t It had been carefully 
furnished-and warmed with stoves. The 
saloon iil the middle was ornamented by a 
canopy below, which was placed upon an 
elevation, an arm chair of cloth of gold 
destined for her Majesty. To the left of 
ihe canopy and towards the Entrance on 
the side of Braunau, was placed a large 
table covered with velvet, and destined 
for the signatures of the Piety potentiaries. 
A court had been marked out on both 
sides to contain the carriages of the dou* 
ble prdccssion. Avenues planted with 
•^es abutted on the two lateral saloons.— 
At half past one, the Prince of Neufchatel 
and all the persons forming part of the 
procession, destined to accompany the 
Empress, proceeded into the first saloon, 
the men in fiitl costume and the ladies in 
court dresses. About two the Empress ar> 
rived with tdl her suite, mid alighted in 
the saloon on the side of Altheim. After 
resting for a moment, her Majesty was 
introduced by the Austrian Master of thp 
Ceremonies int^ the grand saloon, where 
■he plMed herself in the chair prepared 
for her. Around hdr were ranged the 
Ladies and Chamberlains-of her suite, the 
Grand Mistress and Grand Master occu* 
pying the first places on the side of tl^ 
elevation. The Prince ofTrautmansdorff, 
appointed Commissioner to make the De< 
livery, placed himself fronting the table, 
and behind him the Aulic Counsellor, Hu- 
delitz, executing the office of Secretary of 
the Delivery. The bottom and two sides 
of the ball were occupied by twelve noble 
Hungarian guards, and as many German 
guards under arms and in full uniforni. 
As soon as all were thus arranged, the 
Austrian Master of the Ceremonies, the 
Baron de Lobr, tapped at the door of the 
saloon, in which were the Prince of Ncuf- 
chatel and the French Court, and the 
French Master of the Ceremonies, the 
Cooift.deaSeyssel, came forth. He tlipn 
introduced the Prince of Neufchatel, the 
Commjsstoner of the Emperor of the 
French, who entered, followed by the 
Count <de Laborde, executing 4he office of 
Secretary of the Delivery. After them 
came the Duchess of Montebello, Lady of 
Honour, the Count* de Beauhkrnais, Che¬ 
valier of Honour, and aU the Ladies and 


Cbevalieri sent to attend the Enprest, 
who ranged themselves at the bottom of 
the saloon, opposite the Austrian process- 
sion. The Prin.ee of Neufchatel then ad¬ 
vanced towards her Majesty, and stated in 
few words the object fur which they were 
assembled in that place. Immediately 
afterwards the two Commissioners oompb- 
mented eych other and passed to the table 
where were the Acta of Delivery and Re¬ 
ception. The Counsellor, Hunelitz, read 
in a loud voice the powers of the ^ijg^ 
of TrautmansdoriT and his ownf—'^e 
Count de Laborde also read those of the 
Prince of Neufchatal and his own. Hie 
Secretaries delivered the papers to the 
two Commissioners, who exchanged tbeiU' - 
They passed then to tfie Act of Delivery, 
which w'as read by the Counsellor, Hude- 
litz, and that of Reception, by M. de La¬ 
borde. The two Commissioners and their 
respective Secretaries signed the two 
Acts, and having affixed to them the 
seals of their arms, exchanged them. 
These formalities being finished, the 
Prince of Trautmansdoi-ilfi Commissioner 
of the Emperor of Austria, advanced bow¬ 
ing towards the Empress, and requested 
permission to' kiss her band on taking 
leave.—Her Majesty granted^his permis¬ 
sion to him, and also to all the Chevaliers 
and Ladies of her sui'ie who had attended 
her from Vienna. Each according to th^ir 
rank approached her Majesty, and kissed 
her hand with an emotion produced by 
their bidding a last adieu to a dear Prin¬ 
cess. It is difficult to imagine a ceremony 
more noble or more afiecting. Her Ma¬ 
jesty could not refrain from toars, at these 
last marks of respect and attachment from 
the old servants of her house, and the 
French who witnessed the scene partook 
of tlie general emotion. During this <ce-- 
remony the Austrian and French Secreta¬ 
ries took an account of the jewels of the 
Empress, and exchanged an inventory.— 
The whole procession having resumed 
their places, the Austrian Commissioner 
presented his hand to the Empress to con¬ 
duct her to the French Commissioner, who 
taking her Majesty's hand, advanced Uh 
wards the French Court, and named the, 
difit-rent persons composing it. At this 
moment the door of the first saloon opened, 
and the Queen of Naples, who had arrived 
during the ceremony, advanced towards 
the Empress, who embraced Jier with ten¬ 
derness and conversed for some tirrfe with 
her. The Archduke Anthony was then 
announced, whom the Emperor of Aiutrin 
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had lent to compliment the Queen of Na> 
pies, and who was to return immediately 
with news of the Empress. After the 
Queen had received end thanked him, the 
two Princesses got into a carriage, and, fol¬ 
lowed by the Prince of Neufchatel and 
their suite, proceeded to Braunau. The 
sides of the road were lined with troops, 
and cannon resounded on all sid^. 

Paris, March 31.—Their Imperial Ma¬ 
jesties did not set out from Compiegne un- 
tij ^leven o’clock yesterday. The Prefects 
onSlS'Bepartments of the Oise, the Seine 
and Oise,.and the Seine, repaired, each at¬ 
tended by a splendid setinue, to the verge 
of their respective departments, to receive 
. tj^eir Majesties. The whole of the road 
from Compiegne to*St. Cloud was crowded 
with spectators. Triumphal arches were 
erected in a number of villages. Their 
Majesties passed near St. Denis, at live 
o’clock yesterday afternoon, on their way 
to St. Cloud, with the greatest rapidity.»- 
The concourse wf spectators to Compiegne, 
to witness the reception of the Empress, 
was prodigious. Not only the inns, but 
the warehouses and barns, were filled with 
lodgers. The town of Compiegne was 
illuminate^u the most brilliant style. 

The CovKK de Segur. -Grand Master ef 
the Ceremonies, has issued the following 
Notice;— ' • • • 

The Civil Marriage of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King will take place on the 
1st of April, at the Palace of St. Cloud ; 
the Public Entry, and the Religious Mar¬ 
riage Ceremony will take place on the 2nd. 
Persons having tickets of admission for the 
gallery of (be Louvre are informed, that 
the doors will be opened at nine o’clock, 
and shut in less than an hour. They will 
not be opened again, except to the autho¬ 
rities following the suite of their Majesties.” 

The Count has also issued the following 
Programme relative to -the Civil Marriage. 

At one o’clock on fhe day fixed for the 
Civil Marriage, all those who are to com¬ 
pose the train of their Majesties will as¬ 
semble in the Palace of St. Cloud, viz. 
those in the service of the Empress in the 
^laloons of her apartment, on the side of 
-the garden, and those in tbe service of the 
Emperor in the saloons of bis apartment, 
next to that of the Empress,* on the side 
of the Court.—At noon the Masters of the 
Ceremonies and their assistants will as- 
4Kmblfe in the gallery, which till that hour 
will be shut, and assign their proper sta¬ 
tions to the persons invited. Behind the 


eitrade will be stationed the Officers ef 
the Emperor’s Household, and of those hf 
the Princes and Princesses not on da^.—• 
The apace to the right and left of the 
estrade will be divided intocompartmenti^ 
and appropriated to the Ladies in the ser¬ 
vices of the Princesses, the Ladies of th» 
Ministers and Grand Officers of the Em¬ 
pire, to the Ladies that have been in¬ 
vited, Foreign Ambassadors and Ministers, 
the Ministers, the Grand Officers of tha 
Empire, tbo Grand Eagles of the Legion 
of Honour,'’ the Senators, the Counsellors 
of State, and the Courtiers that hivve been 
invited—Such of the persons invited as 
cannot find apeommodation in the gallery, 
will remain in the Saloon of Mars and the 
grand apartments of the Emperor, to see 
the procession. 

At the bottom of the gallery, will be 
placed - on an estrade, two arm raairs sw- 
mounted with a canofsy: that on the nght 
being for the Emperor, and the other on' 
the left for the Empress. At the ibet 
the-estrade, and to one side ef it, wiH tss n ' 
table covered with rich tapestry, and vritli * 
an ink-stand and the registers of She Civil 
State placed thereon.— ^At two o’clock, 
those who are to compose the procession 
being assembled as above stated, in their 
Majesties’ apartments, the Grand Master 
of the Ceremonies, the Cofonel-General of 
the Guard on duty, the Grand Officers of 
thi Crown of Prance and Italy, will go in 
quest of their Majesties. The procession 
^11 move in the following order, on its 
way to the gallery, passing through the 
Emperor’s Cabinet, the saloon of the 
Princes, the Presence Chamber, and the 
Saloon of Mars. The Vergers, Heralds, 
Pages, Assistant Masters of the Ceremo¬ 
nies, Officers of the Household to the King 
of Italy, the Emperor’s Equerries in Ordi¬ 
nary, the Chamberlains in Ordina^, the 
Emperor’s Aides-de-Carap, the two ]^uer- 
ries in attendance for the day, the Aide- 
de-Camp on duty, the Governor of the 
Palace, the Secretary of State for the Im¬ 
perial Family, the Grand Officers of the 
Crown of Italy, the Grand Chamberlain of 
France, and that oflt^y, the Princes Grand 
Dignitaries, the Princes of the Blood, the 
Emperor and Empress.—Behind their 
Majesties, the Colonel-General yf the 
Guard on service, the Grand Marshal of 
the Palace, the Grand Master of the 
Household of Italy, the Grand Almoners 
of France and Italy the Knight of Ho¬ 
nour and Equerry to'the Empress, carry¬ 
ing the train ef her mantle \ the maids of 
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Honour of France wad Italy, and the Prince Arch-Chancellor, and male his 
Robing Women; the Princesses of the obeisance to their Majesties. , 

Blood, the Ladies of the Pabce, the Maids " His Highness the Prince Arch-Cban- 
of Honour to the Princesses, the Officers cellor, having, bowed to their Majeidiies, 
of the Households of the Princes and will say—' In the name of the Emperor 
Princes.ses in attendance.—All will be un- ' (at these words their Majesties will stand 
rorered. The procession having reached * up}->Sire, does your Imperial and Royal 
the gallery, the heralds and pages will ' Majesty declare that you take in mar- 
branch oft'half to the right, and half to the ' riage hdir Imperial and Royal Highness 
left, in the Saloon of Mars, close to tlie ea- ' Maria Louisa, Archduchess of Austria, 
trance.—^The Officers and Grand OflScers 'here present?’ The Emperor will an- 
Af France and Italy, the Maids»of Honour, swer—' 1 declare that I take in 
and the Robing Women, will proceed to * her Imperial and Royal Highness Maria 
take their station according to their rank, ‘ Louisa, Archduchess of Austria, here 
behind their Majesties* chairs.—^Their Im- ‘ present.*—^He will then put the question 
perial Majesties will take fheir seats on to her Imperial and Royal Highness the 
the throne; the Princes and Princesses to Archduchess of Austria, in these terms:- — 
the right and left of the estrade, in the fol- ' Does her Imperial and Royal Highness 
Ipwineorder, and according to their rela- * Maria Louisa, Archduchess of Austria, 
don (H blood' declare that she takes in marriage his 
. "Tothe right of th# Emperor, Madame; 'Majesty the Emperor and King Napo- 
Prince Louis Napoleon, King of Holland ; ' leon, here present ?* Her Imperial and 
PfinP^ J^pome Napoleon, King of West- Royal Highness will answer—' I declare 
3 Prince Borghese, Duke of Guast- ‘ that 1 take in marriage his Majesty the 
alia; Prince Joachim Napoleon, King of ' Emperor and King Napoleon here pre- 
Naples ;• Prince Eugene, Viceroy of Italy, * sent.’ The Prince Arch-Chancellor will 
the Prince Arch-Chancellor; the Prince then pronounce the marriage in these 
Ifice-Grand Elector.—To the left of the terms;—‘ In the name of ^ Emperor 
Empress, the Prideess Julia, Queen of ' and the Law, I declare that^j^ Imperial 
Spain; the Princess Hortensia, Queen df ' and Royal Majesty Napoleon, Emperor 
tfulland; the Princess Catherine, Queen 'tof the French, King ot Italy, ..nd her 
of Westphalia; the Princess Eliza, Grand ' Imperial and Royal llighness the Arch* 
Duchess of Tuscany; the Princess Pairii- ' Duchess Maria Louisa, are united in mar« 
na ; the Princess Caroline, Queen of Na- * riage.’—Then the Masters and Assistants 
pies; the Grand Duke of Wurlzburgk; of tlTe Ceremonies will carry the table, on 
the Princess Aujgpista, Vice-Queen of Ital/; which are the registers of the civil state, 
tl>e Princess Stephante, Hereditary Grand up to*the chairs of the Emperor and Eni- 
Ducheas of Baden; the Hereditary Grand press, and return to their places. The 
Duke of Baden ; the Prince Arch-Trea- signing of the Act of Marriage will take 
surer; the Prince Vice-Constable.—The place in the following manner:— 
Secretary of State to the Imperial family ' The Secretary of State to the Imperial 
will take his sea^t at the table. The first Family will present the pen to the FJpi- 
bench will be reserved for the Ladies of peror, and then to the Impress. Their 
the Palaqe. The Grand Master of the Majesties will sign it sitting, and without 
Ceremonies; the Masters and Assistants quitting their places. The .Princes and 
of the Ceremonies, to the right and left Princesses will approach the table, re- 
fiont of the throne. On the arrival of ceive the pen from the bands of the Se- 
their Majesties, all the Ladies will rise up, cretary and subscribe tbeir names, pre- 
and continue standing until the end of the viously bowing to the Emperor and £m> 
ceremony.—The Emperor being seated, press. They will subscribe in the order 
the 6ran4 Master of*the Ceremonies will settled by the ceremonial.—The Act 
take his Majesty’s orders, and proceed to being concluded with the signatures of’ 
request his Highness the Prince Arch- the Prince, Arch-Chancellor, and the Se- 
Chancellor of the Empire to go up to the :retary, the Musters and Assistants of the 
Empenor’s chair. One of the Masters of Ceremonies, after making a profound re- 
the Ceremonies will at the same time give verence to the Emperor and Empress, will 
notice' to the Secretary of State for the remove the table which had been placid 
Imperial family, who will approach the before their Majesties. CTo be contmiud.J 
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•• Many public Officers and Accountants have raised great Ettalet to themselves, at the expence of 
“ the Public, when it is evident they have had no lawful means to attain them: and several persons, 

' whost! duty it was to hinder such exorbitancies, measuriuii^ their requests rather by their own avarice 
that! by their merit, have obtained for themselves Grants to such a value, as in forcjpiing Reigns have 
V been esteemed large Supplies towards great and public services: which has been another great cause 
“ of the Debt that lies upon the nation. This general mismanagement of the public nflairs did actually 
spread itself over the whole kingdom, and seems to be owi^ to a disposition of Offices and Places, 
'* vitasrc men were rather v.hof>en fur tkeir inilirialians Vt serve a Party, than fur their quahjicalions to 
“ sene the Puhlic. And these men being conscious to themselves of the mnny Frauds,anii Offences 
" committed as^aiusl the Public, hive »o idher hopes to shelter themselves ftoin Justice, 'PHAN BY 
“ TAKING away 'IITF. REPIJTAUON OF THOSE WHO DESlRIv TO DO RIGHT TO THEIR 
« COUNTRY BY DETECTING THEIR INIQUITIES; and bemg UNITEl) IN GUILT AND IN- 
“ TERES T, they endeavour to am'ise and impose upon thuHC, whose posterity, we have too much reason 
“ to fear, will gn^n tinder the sad efiects of the wickedness of the one, and the, too great credulity 
" of tlic other. We chearfully depend upon your Majesty’s wisdom, that all pur Grievances, by your 
*< grace and favour, will, in due time, be redressed and rennoved, by riiHisuiNa those, who have been 
** the cause of them, and by entrusting none in the ailministration of public affairs, who, for their own 
" private advantage, have manifestly cuntrihuted to the calamity of their Country.”— 'Aoobbss op tux ' 
House of Commons to Queen A.n.ne, in 1702. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Middlesex Meeting. -When Mr. 

Lyttleton and others were engaged in the 
famous act of disclaiming, or, in the lan¬ 
guage of Scripture, Sin FntNcts 

Burdett, on the alledged ground of his 
" un%arran(ahle,raeUtonce,’' and his Lct&r to 
the Speaker oi the Honourable House, they 
did not, 1 dare say, anticipate, that the 
decision of the people, upon those points, 
would be what it has since been manifestet^' 
to be. However this may have been, it 
is now very clear, that Sir Francis did act 
not only.the patriotic but the prudent part. 
On the memorable Saturday when the 
warrant was to have been executed, and 
when troops were waited for, in order to 
■insure 'it.s execution, I received a letter, 
drily telling me, that the vote of commit¬ 
ment hatl been 'carried, and that Sir 
Francis was “gone to the Toyver.”—I was 
astonished. I was*chagrined. I w'as in a 
state, of mortilication not to ite ^e>'cribed. 
—“ What!” exclaimed I, “ gone to the 
" Tower, and as quietly as a pickpocket to 
“ Bridewell, or to the custody of Governor 
** Arts! GONE to the Tower; and that 

**allf’* -How was I relieved; what 

was my pleasure, upon hearing, on the 
Sunday morning, thafher was still in his 
house ; still in the “ Englishman’s castle,’* 
and that it would require the Inst move; 
thef playing of the trumps; to get him to a 
prison.-.—It was, however, this very 
thing that stirred the gall of tlic Whigs; 
that rummaged up the bitterness from 
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the bottom of their stomachs; that en- 
■ aged Sliem to that degree, which the na-- 
tion have since witnessed.—The letter 
to the Speaker 1 had not anticipated ; but,.' 
who will now say, that, without that let* 
ter, the thing, on tl)*e part of Sir Francis, 
would have been complete ? It is evident, 
that it would not have been complete. It 
is now clear to every one, that, without 
•that Letter, there, would have been a 
shew, and a boast, of victory, on the part 

of our enemies.-But, the protracted re-- 

sistance was the main''thing. It was that 
which brought out the trumps. As long as 
possible the trumps were held back ; and, 
if they could have been held back al¬ 
together ; if Sir Francis, (to oblige the 
Whigs) had gone oil'quietly like a pick¬ 
pocket, the trumps would not have been 
played. They would have remained at 
Canterbury and Croydon and Ryegate 
and Epsom and Guildford and Farnhani 
and Winchester and Newbery and Read¬ 
ing and St. Albans and Hertford and 
Cambridge and Bagshot 'and Hounslow 
Heath occupied in their usual businc-ss of 
defending the country against Buonaparte; 
if this had been the case, the Whigs would 
have been highly delighted. This is pre¬ 
cisely what would h.ive .suited /hem and 
their schemes of ambition. But, thanks to 
the firmness and the foresight of Sir 
Francis, this was not the case : the trumps 
were calletl forth apd played, to the last 
card; add of this the whole natiem have 

been witnesses.-1 shall now insert the 

Resolutions, which werp paved at the 
Y * 
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Middlesex Meeting, and, in wbich I am *' tlitsir judicious and impartial conduct in ' 
▼ery glad to perceive, that botb diese acts, “ the Chair. 

so bitterly cotoplained of by the Whigs, “ That these Resolutions be advertised, 
are decidedly Mw. Wood, 7 

•• AT a numerous and respectable Meet- Jno. Atkins, 3 

** tog of the Freeholders of the County of The Address, mentioned in these Resolu- 
" Middlesex, held at the Mermaid, Hack* tions, 1 shall now insert, first, however, 

" ney, on Thursday, the 2 bth day of e.xpressing my unfeigned satisfaction at 
April, 1810, pursuant to a Requisition, seeing, that the author of it was the vene* 

** the following Resolutions were en- rable and venerated Majoe Caetwotcht, 

« tered intowho out of more, I believe, than aevtnty 
"J^solved, That the Petition npw read years of life, has spent more than 
“ be adopted, and that it be presented to in the cause of Vuriiamentary Rrform. It 
*• the House of Commons by our Repre- ■ is quite delightful t 6 see such a composi- 
sentatives, George Byng and William tion coming from a mkn, whose brow is 
** Melliab, Esqrs. v^o are hereby instruct- literally furrowed with wrinkles, and 
" ed to support the same. whose body appears to be of no use ex- „ 

" That we highly approve of the pro- cept to contain his soul. Of all the men, 

** ceedings of the Electors of Westminster, that I ever knew. Major Cartwright is the 
" at their late Meeting, and most iieartily most persevering, the most resolute, and, 
concur in the sentiments contained in at the same time, the most mild ki his 
** their Letter to Sir Francis Burdett, and manners. At least, never did 1 know any 
** in his Answer. one to exceed him in any of these quali- 

" That the Thanks of this Meeting are ties. I believe, that he has'never pub- 
** due, and are hereby given, to Sir Francis lished any thing, of which he has not sent 
<» Burdett, hart, for his truly patriotfe con- a copy to the King and to each of his Mi- 
’* duct in Parliament, for his unanswered iiisters. He is a true loyalist and a true 
'* and unansw^erable Argument in the case royalist. He has read, studied, and im- 
■'of John Gale Jones, vindicating the hibed the whqle of the piinciples of the 
" rights of the subject, and denying the Constitution of England; and, all who 
'* power of the House of Commons to im- kuo^ him are pretty vi'ell convinced, ^hat, 

" prison without trial, and during plea- rather than yield, rather than make a sur- 
" Sure, the people of England ; for his J, render of one particle of those principles, ■ 
'* Letter to the Speaker, protesting against he would suffer himself to be burnt , alive. 

the power of the House of Commons to ^Many and many have been the occasions, 

" imprison in like manner one of their ' vhen he has offered Resolutions to public ^ 
'* Members, for laying before hb Consti- meetings, containing the principles of this 
’< tnents a fkithful account of his conduct Address; and, alas ! many and many 
'• in Parliament; and for his constitutional have been the occasions, when tho.se Re- 
'• resistance to tfte Speakir’s warrant, whereby solutions have been, at best, coldly re- 
'* he has given a practiced illustration of its ceived. At last, perseverance and pa* 
m^dency, and has shefum that it could not ticnce have brought him to the day, when^ 

" be put in force without military aid, a vio- men see the necessity of acting upon his.' 
Istton of our ancient Laws, and a breach principles, or ot^ at once, yielding all pre- 

of the privileges of Englishmen. . tensions to English freedom.-The sen- 

•t T^t these Resolutions be fairly Iran- timents of this Address, must have been 
« acribed and presented to Sir Francis very pleasing to Sir Francis, and this plea- 
" Bfirdett by the SherilE, accompanied sure must have been encreased, greatly 
•• George Byng and William Mel- encreased, by the refkction, that they 
" lish, esqrs. our Representatives. proceeded from the pen of such a man as 

**'ITia^thc Address to Sir Francis Bur- Major Cartwright, a gentleman of learn- 
dett which been read be adopted as ing, of independent fortune, of ancient fa- 
** the act of this Meeting. mily, and what is more than all these, of 

** That 4he thanks of this Meeting be perfectly spotlefs 4ife; a man having a * 
•• given to George Byng, esq. one of our mind which it is impossible to bewilder, 

" ^presehtativea, for his general conduct and a heart of such integrity that nothing 
*• in Parliament. can shake. For myself, I can tnjly say, 

'' That the thanks of this Meeting be that I never read any thing with more sa- 
be given to the Sberlfli, for their readi- tkfactionehan this Address; and such 
in calling this mitermg, and for an^ confident, will be the feelings of ail 
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those, who, with minds unprejudiced, 
shall read it. 

" TO SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 

“ A PRISONEU IN VhE TOWER. 

« The Address of the Freeltolders qf Middieux, 
in fitll County assembled. 

" Sir ; With the name Hampden, 
•** consecrated to tlie eternal gratitude and 
“ veneration of Englishmen, for having 
*' Insisted the illegal exercise of power by 
“ a'Kiog, the present and future ages will 
“ couple the name of Burdett, for having 
resisted an illegal exercise of power by 
** a House of Commons.—To you we are 
"indebted for having caused discussions 
which have done honour to our age and 
" nation ; but such a variety of princi- 
" plea have been shaken in the strange 
" proceedings against you, that the ex- 
" tent of our obligations to you, first, for 
" your constitutional doctrine, and then 
" tor your resisting the violators of our 
" Constitution,cannot as yet be estimated. 
" We trust the obligations will prove be- 
" yond all estimate; as we trust they 
" must terrn^ate in a restoration of that 
" violated Constitutipn. 

" Whatever, Sir, may be the prostitutiAn 
" Witnin certain walls, whatever may be 
" the profligate abuse and peculation of 
*‘ office, we may, however, congratulates 
" our country, that she has yet able de- 
" fenders of her rights, who with yoa 
" are .rallying around our two-fold Cofi- 
" stitution : a Constitution that hath not 
“ only a Law, which is " the perfection 
" of reasonbut whenever that law 
" may meet with lawless opposers, hath 
<• also " A sword of its own,” without 
" needing to borrow any other, native or 
foreign, for the sure and resistless en- 
" forcement of that law.,—Inquiry, Sir, is 
now awake, and at work. Reason, found- 
" ing itself on \:onstitutional principle, 
" hath now to decide, whether, for either 
" keeping the peace, or for enforcing any 
" process of English Law, recourse ought 
" to be ultimately had to the County 
" Power, or to<lhe Standing Array; that 
“ is, idiall the peace and the law of Eng- 
“ land, be upheld by the Civil Power, or 
" by a IN^ibtary Fordfe .^r-It is, in fact, to 
"■^e decided w'hether Governments (what- 
" ever be tbeir form, or their current 
"•denomination) are not definable to 
" be civil governments, or military go- 
" vernnients, tbat is, free states or .despo- 
" tisms,^ as they shall ultimately resort, for 


*' execution of their latrs, to the civil 
" power, or to a military force.vThe 
" County Power of England, which hai 
" been aptly called the martial branch 
" of the Constitution, is yet strictly a civil 
" power, being.composed of free citizens 
" only ; whereas the Standing Army is 
"wholly a military force, composed of 
" " soldierswho, from the nature of the 
" military law to which they are subject, 
" arc not free citizens; and according to 
" Sir W. Junes, •• in fact no more than in- 
" " strnments in the hands of their Com- 
" * nianders.”—When (as 'remarked by 
" Blackstone) ' the law's and Constitution 
" ' of this kingdom know no such state as 
that of a-perpetual standing soldier;* 
" and when (as observed by Sir W, Jones) 
" the Power of the County includes the 
" whole civil state, from the duke to the 
" peasant; while the military state, as 
" such, forms no part of that power, being 
" under a different command, and * sub- 
" ' ject to a different law ;* 'must it not 
" follpw, that the law cannot be carried 
" into execution by the standing army ? 
" that being an instrument it does not 
" know an instrument * under a different 
" * command,’ and * subject to a different' 
" ' law.’—And when Blackstone, con- 
" curring with numlSerless writers of the 
" highest authority, and with every intel- 
" Ugent man’s reflection, also remarks, 
" that ‘ in a land of liberty it is extremely 
" ‘ dangerous to make a distinct order of 
" ' the profession of amis;’ and likewise 
" adds ' in absolute monarchies this is 
" ' necessary for the safety of the Prince, 
" ' and arises from the main principle of 
" ‘ their Constitution, which is that of go- 
" * verning by fear,’ will it be possible, 
" Sir, any longer to doubt that it is the 
" design of Ministers to bring us under 
" an " absolute monardiy,” especially 
" when we shall combine together all 
" their arts and all their practices to that 
" end ? Do we not hear our English 
"Gojrernroent, by Ministers, by Court* 

" Lawyers, and by all abettors of arbi- 
" trary power, perpetually called a Mo- 
" narchy, which is a CioverntneMt wherein 
“ one man’s will is the laW ! Do wre not 
" bear our King as constanily Styled a 
" Monarch ? And ever since the dreadful 
" riois in 1780, when SirW'..Jdne8 took 
" oernsion to complain that oiii County 
" Power ; had been shamefully neglected^, 
" ' and ought to be restored, to full vigour 
"‘and eiie^gy.’ has not that County 
" Powertroiw that day to thi», now thirty 
Y • • 
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•* years, continued in the same shamefully 
neglected couditiop, unorganized, un- 
" armed, untrained ? And for what con- 
" ceivable reason can there hare been this 
« shameful neglect, but that it might be 
" divesied of all “power and respect, and 
V then, as a thing useless and contcinpii' 
" ble, be wholly superseded in ihe quel- 
“ ling of riots ? And have we not ac- 
*' cordirigly seen on all occasions the 
** Standing Army officiously and ostcnla* 
“ tiousiy called forth on every fcivolons 
" disorder in the streets, as well as uni- 
formly paraded and held in readiness 
‘‘ whenever the people are to have meet- 
'' irigs on public afiliirs, so thafthe na^ 
" lioji, * governed by fear,’ may quietly 
“ yield to ** absolute monarchy ?”—If, 
** Sir, we be correct in our conception of 
" the County Power, it is as old as the 
*• Constitution and Common Law, and vital 
“ leour liberties.—The Standing Army is 
*' a novelty of yesterday ; and when not 
*' constitutionally overbalanced by the 
*• County Power, ‘ in full vigour and energy,’ 
" must be dangerous in the extreme to 
" public freedom.—A County Power is 
*' the sw'ord in the hand of the nation, re- 
“ gulated by the ordinary lasv of the land. 
“ its sole object self-preservation—that is, 
" the preservation of law and liberty.— 
*' A Standing Army is the sword in tlie 
” hand of the Minister; and we have re- 
” cently seen how prone Ministers are to 
" find other objects for this sword than 
those which should seem to be its only 
*• legitimate ones, namely, offensive war 
<' abroad, and defence of external posses- 
sions; because, a species of force which 
is a comparative novelty both in prin- 
*' ciple and practice with our Govern- 
" ment, as well as utterly unknown to 
*' * the Laws and Constitution,’ never 
could hav'e had for its object the de- 
fence of our island; which, as already' 
shewn, w’as most amply provided for 
defence in the original institution of our 
P Governraciit; since, all the County 
" Powers collectively must mount to far 
*' more than a million of men able to bear 
" arms, apd v^illing to defend their King, 
“ their Coontiy, and their Constitution, 
f* The conquests of the Standing Army 
abroad, ought only to be over our 
“ enemies. Its conquests at home. If it 
f* be to obey the will of Ministers and to 
** have its operations directed by the aua- 
".logy of time-serving Lawyers, can only 
“be over' our laws and liberties.—We 
f would thorofore. Sir, gladl^ luiow, why 


«Ministers and Parliament do not, in 
“ obedience to the Constitution, and, in 
" the honest performance of their own 
" duty,' restore to full vigour and energy’ 
“ the County Power, which, in the very 
“ infancy of its orpinization by the im- 
“ mortal Alfred, freed England of in- 
“ vatlers, who had mastered half the 
“ counties, or converted those invaders 
“ into peaceable and loyal subjects!—. 
" And we would also gladly hear the rea- 
“ sons why Ministers and Parliament, 
“ while neglecting a duty so obvious and 
“ so imperious, spare neither pains nor 
“ expence, an txpcnce paid by the pco- 
“ pie, for adding to our vast native Stand- 
“ ing Army, another niimf>rous Standing 
“ Army of Germans, Sicilians, French, 
" Portuguese, and other foreign mcrcena- 
“ l ies; seeing, at the same time, that 
" France is so strong by land, we cannot 
“ annoy her by offensive war; aud so 
“ weak by sea, sbe cannot even alarm 
“ our external possessions in any part of 
“ the globe!—^A County Posver, although 
“ the resistless arm of the law, being yet 
“ a free [)art of a free community, must 
“ know, that to violate laiv,^would be to 
“ violate its own liberty ; and must ever 
“•be alive to the ftcling, that, to preserve 
“ ll'.c; common liberty must be tb? first 
** and most sacred of its duties.—Con- 
cerning- a Standing Army, an acute 
“ writer asks, ‘ Ls it nut possible, that these 
“ ‘ keepers of ours may come to resemble 
those of a seraglio, and hate the very 
“ ‘ name of liberty, when totally deprived 
“ ‘ of ibeir own ?’ And ‘ a Standing 
“ ‘ Army,’ it has been remarked^ ‘ ever 
“ ' has converted, and ever must convert, 
'<' iben into machines. The individual# 
“ ' of a Standing Army, when they re- 
“ ‘ ccive orders, cast away the. judgment, 
“ • the moral discretion, and the will of 
“' rational beings. Obedience with thent 
is the law and the prophets; and he 
“ ' that gives the order, they think, is the 
“ ' only person answerable for it.’— 
“ Should Engl.'iiul’s liberties survive the 
“ settled establishment of a .Standing 
“ Army, she will be the pnly country on 
earth which, in-that predicament, ever 
“ remained free. This, as yet unseen 
“ phenomenon,! he co-existence of a Stand- 
“ ing Army, and Liberty,- it doubtless is 
“ in her power to exhibit to the admiring 
“ eyes of. mankind ; but, it can only be 
“ effected by ‘ restoring to full vigour and 
“ ‘ energy/ her County Powder. That 
“ once done, the Slanaing Army wobld 
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*' no longer be an object of fear and j#a- 
•* lousy; bat must thenceforth be yiewed 
" In the amiable light of a bod}* of men 
" devoting themselves to the interest and 
" glory of their country, in all her foreign 
" services.—Ignorant and weak men, ira- 
** posed on by the crafty and the knavish, 
“ are taught to believe, that the civil 
power of England is inadequate to the 
/'quelling of riots. - But what says'that 
faithful' expounder of the law, that 
. ‘inost enlightencti of the sons of men,’ 
•* iSlr William Jones?—' Having shewn,’ 
" fays he, ‘ the nature and extent of the 
•• • Posse Comitatutim, and proved that it is 
« ‘ required by law to be equal in its 
•* ‘ exertion to„a well-disciplined army, I 
•• ‘ have established the proposition, which 
■" * I undertook to demonstrate, that the 
" ' common and statute laws of the realm, 
** ‘ in force at this day, give the civil state 
‘ in every county a power, which, if it 
“ ‘ were perfectly understood and conti- 
“ ' nually • prepared, would ellecfually 
^ • quell any riot or insurrection, without 
*' * assistance from the military, and even 
** ‘ without the modern Kiot Act.’—And 
"one who has carefully trod in the steps 
" of Jones, has also shewn that ‘ an inter- 
"‘iial tranquillity which nothing could 
" ‘ disturb, would be another happy ^fleet 
" ' of reviving tfie constitutional system of 
" ‘ our ancestors. An armed power of the, 
** ‘ county, every where present, constantly 
" ‘ ready at the call of the magistrate, an^ 
" * abundantly able to crush ail resistance, 
" ‘must have the eflect of preventing tu- 
" 'mult, which a standing army can only 
*' ‘ queH.’—In na'l-, ‘ while soldiers weiv 
‘ quartered at York, rioters razed to the 
« ‘ ground the houses of Magistrates at 
" ‘ Shedield; while soldiers were stationed 
• « ‘at Nottingham, rioters set Birmingham 
« ‘ in flames.’ This conflagration made a 
" feature in the reign of terror, in support 
" of the Minister, Pitt; ahd was effected 
" by a rabble of miscreants, bellowing 
" ‘ Church and King,’ a similar rabble 
have more recently, in the service 
of another Minister, vociferated ‘ No 
" ‘ Popery !’ and during the Ministry of 
"Lord North, wTiile the.country was full* 
" bf soldiers, * the capital was in flames, 
" ‘ and at the mercy ©f the veriest brutes 
" ' that ever bore huma*n shape.’ Such 
• is the protection of a Standing Army ! 

" But if it were better, who vvould pur> 
•" cliase it at the loss of liberty—at a sur- 
" render to military despotism 1 If the 
cr Standing Army be native, what must 


" the mea of it feel, when either, on oc- 
" casion of petty riots, obeying orders, 
*' and shooting their countrymen and 
" companions—perhaps their lathers and 
“ brothers, or women and quiet tradesmen 
" in their shops, or else, for disobeying 
" such orders, be liable to sufier death by 
" martial law r—Against the light which 
*' the brightest luminary of the age had 
*' beamed in meridian splendour on the 
" subject of the County Power, proving 
" it to,be equally our sure, as our ‘ legal’ 
" protection, whether assailed by rioters, 
" with their mud, their stones, and their 
" torches; or by a Napoleon, with his 
" dukes) his kings, and his legions, minis- 
" ters, and parliaments, with a perverse- 
" ness and obstinacy, which have but 
" one explanation, have inflexibly refused 
" to their-country the benefit of that light, 
" or to adopt a ‘ legal mode of suppress- 
" * ing riots.’—Thirty years long, there- 
“ fore, have we felt the military rod of 
" an evil generation of statesmen, haters 
" of light, and truth, and liberty; lovers 
" of darkness, deceit, and de.spoti.sm, who 
" in contempt of proof and demonstration, 
" have as absurdly as incessantly labour- 
" ed to cause it cto be believed, that a 
" Standing Army are legal keepers of the 
“ peace, and that Boreign Mercenaries 
" are a constitutional and an honourable 
" defence !—^To your patriotism, we shall 
“ have been indebted for a discussion of 
" these high questions, and all that is cdl- 
" lateral. To 5 'our firmness we shall owe 
" much, very much, of the benefits to be 
“ derived from the inquiries which now 
" occupy all minds.—^We particularly 
" thank you. Enlightened Countryman, for 
" continuing your resistance to right the 
•' point; that is, until your house, in law 
" your sacred place of repose, was forced 
" Gy Military Violence. Had you sooner 
" submitted, our oppressors would only 
" have been guilty, of once more repeat- 
*'ing the ftale and hackneyed illegality 
" of keeping the peace by Military force. 

" But you have extorted from tyranny a 
“ manifestation of its latent wickedne.ss.— 

" This new stretch of arbitrary power, of 
" execoting legal proces#, against an 
“ Englishman, by military force, is to be 
" considered a.s the Minister’s *Proclama“ • 
" tion, that we are henceforth to consider 
" ourselves as living under a military go- 
" vernment, subject to the law of arms, 

" and the dominion of the sword. 
"Here, Sir, is ample matter Tor our con- 
" templation? Is this the goal to ti^hich 
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*• vre bare been > led by Pririlem ?—Had 
" you« Sir, reeled beastly drunk into the 
*• House of Commons, made a scandalous 
** brawl, and thrown a chair at' the head 
** of the Speaker, it may even be doubted 
»* whether you would have incurred more 
** than a momentary displeasure, although 
the dignity of the assembly might have 
*• required tne form of a reprimand.—Or 
" had you, as a base traitor to the Con* 
stitution, even sold its seats by dozens at 
*• noon-day, some are of opinion the pro- 
•• Tanation, although it might have shocked 
the piety of the Speaker, might have 
*• been passed over even without inquiry 
*' —Why then are you in the Tqwer ?— 
*' Our hearts tell us it is because you are 
« Sir Francis Burdett—because your pre- 
sence is painful to the seat-selling crew 
** —because to ail unprincipled tactions 
*• contending for power and pelf you are 
•• a common enemy: one who, equally 
" regardless of Ins or of Outs, looks nei- 
'• ther to the right hand nor to the left, 
*• hut only straight forward to the Con- 
stitutiop and the Liberties of your Coun- 
** try.—Imprissnnient, Sir, is not in itself 
*• enviable; but it may be made so. ' To 
" you, it is a just cause of exultation. 
** You triumph. Your enemies only are 
** degraded. Intending to involve you in 
public odium, they accused you of un- 
" constitutional conduct, of violence, and 
*• of shedding innocent blood. But odium 
*• recoils; the false and feeble accusa- 
•• tion has, by an awful public voice, at 
" which they tremble, been hailed back 
" in thunder on themselves, and they are 
" universally pronounced invaders of the 
" Constitution, men of violence, men of 
'• blood-~-&n(]eavouring to lower your re- 
*' putatimi, they have doubled the public 
** confidence in your knowledge, your 
" wisdom, your integrity.—Meaning pu- 
" nishment, they have conferred reward: 
" Desfgniim disgrace, they have bestowed 
on you the highest honour inetheir gift 
M —their own iinpotent malice! But pa- 
iric^tricken; to shun danger tlicy rush 
**on destruction, they saw not that, in 
“ violating your person, they weie pro- 
«motiBg'you» purpose; in forcing you 
from your seat, they are fomarding 
your wo;|^k; in the persecution of the 
' Keformer, they were accelerating K«- 
" fonn!—Infatuation thus frustrated all 
' “ their counsels, -foreign or domestic. 
But what then ?—It pleaseth our Bo- 
** rougbuionger Sovereigns foat such men 
aball rule the law. And «re they not 


“ fit servants of such masters ?—Accept, 
•• lllustriou.<i Countryman, once more, the 
“ thanks of oar hearts; together wHh 
our earnest prayers to Heaven for your 
" health; that. yo\i may, ere long, renew 
" your Parliamentary exertions, in co- 
" operation with the honest, among your * 
" brethren of - the House, and all other 
" good men, a complete restera-* 

" tion of our twofold Constitution, for 
“ the salvation of our Country.*’ 

This admirable Address, which will 
live and be admired as long as there shall 
remain in Englishmen’s bosoms the 
faintest spark of the love of that-liberty, 
which was the pride of their forefathers, 
was agreed to unaiiiinouslyj and, in such 
agreement, the people of Middlesex spoke, 
I am convinced, the sense of all the peo¬ 
ple of this kingdom, who do not, either 
directly or indirectly, depend upon the 
government for bread, or, who may not 
be fairly classed amongst the Public Rob^ 

bers, -^I'here arose, at this meeting, a 

question, which, at this moment, it is of 
great importance to discuss; namely, 
whether the people in general not petitioning 
for a Reform in Parliament ought to be con¬ 
sidered us a sign that the people in general do 
nqt wish for such Reform, This i.s a ques¬ 
tion of very great consequence; but, po- 
fore ive proceed to the discussion of it, it 
is necessary to notice, what passed at the 
'Meeting, and what has since been said 
in the Morning Chronicle, relative to the 

<V>nduct of the OUTS.-Mr. Hare 

Townsend, who proposed the Resolutions, 
did, during his speech, which was a very 
eloquent one, lay pretty heavily upon 
the Outs, of whom he said, however, no 
more than was true, and especially re¬ 
specting their base conduct towards Sir 
Francis, at the moment when, as they 
imagined, a cry would succeed against 
him as having been the cause of the 
blood that was spilt by ^le troops, called 
out and ordered to fire upon the people, 
during the measures for executing an 
order of the Honoarable House, ^eir 
conduct upon this ocoasion, their ro/^-' 
ittg round His Majestf!« Government 
rheir foul, their vOe, '^eif execrable con->' 
duct upon that occasion, capped the cli¬ 
max, and left them ^ot one sensible and 
disinterested man attached to them. It 
was upon that scandalous attempt to run 
down Sir Francis, in his absence, or, as 
some of them had the bravery to call him, 
“ the prison^ in the Towerit wM upon' 
that scandalous attempt that Mr. 
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Townsend had been commenting, when 

Mb. Byno rose to speak--He said. 

There never was a H6use/of Commons 
in which there was a greater proportion 
“ of Jionest, upright men, more attached 
** to the real interest of the country than 
the present. IHcre there mre so/ne nmr- 
murs, with criesqf No! No!"] That was 
« his opinion—it might difljjr from that 
** of many, or most of those who heard 
him, but still it was his opinion, and he 
." thought it would be wiser to unite all the 
rAt friends of the Constitution, however 
•* they might dillbr in shades of opinion, 
" while they agreed in the great princi- 
•* pies ; it was surely wiser to keep them 
** together than to set them at variance 
*• upon trifling grounds of petty distinc* 
** tions, w'hile the common enemy, the 
“ advocates of corruption, seemed' to be 
** so firmly and indissolubly united. He 
" regretted that his friend, Mr. Townsend, 

" had dealt sp indiscriminately in the atniK 
** of public men, for there were in that House 
“ ofCommons many honest men, who were 
'' prepared and disposed to listen to the 

instructions of their constituents.”- 

Now, as to this idea of uniting against the 
advocates of corruption, who are the Re¬ 
formers to unite with ? Is it with tl}e 
Gr^villesand Mr. Windham? No: it is 
then, perhaps, •with Lord Grey and the 
Marquis of Laiisdowne and the remnant 
of the Foxites; but, how is this onion to* 
take place, when these Lords and all their 
followers are '• indissolubly united” wiyj 
the Gfenviiies and Mr. Windham ? It is, 
therefore, perfect nonsense to talk of any 
such union. Shades, indeed ! It is a pret¬ 
ty deep shade, I think, that exists between 
tKe opinions of Sir Francis, and those of 
the India Judge, for .instance. Besides, 
Mr. Byng seems to have wholly mistaken 
the matter; he seems to have suppo.sed, 
that the hostility, the « setting at vari¬ 
ance,” as be call; it, began with the Re¬ 
formers. It began with their opponents, ^ 
and amongst these they found the OUTS ' 
to be the most bitter. Who, for instance, j 
began the attack upon the famous occasion, 
to which Mr. Townsend referred ? Why, 
the OUTS. They were the first of the 
two factions to make the attempt at running 
lUr Fremcis dawn. T^ey volunteered their 
■ervices to the ministry] and, as if for the 
purpose of removing all blame from the 
ministers, for the violence that had been 
committed, and the blood that had been 
apilt, they even found fault wijth them for 
iu>t getting eat a large body of troops 


im 

*oumrt and, It is notorious, that Aia wp* 
their talk through tbetovn aR tho Sunday 
receding the attack upon Sir Fraticis^a 
House. Their feet were swift to assault 
him "J and, what is the worst part of their 
conduct, they afiected a personal regard 
for him, in order that their attack might, 
the better succeed. They kissed, that 
they might the more efiectually betray,. 

-How vain, then, to talk of uniting 

with such men. There can be no such 
union. It is as impossible as the union 
betweeif fire and water. Both the* fac¬ 
tions are our enemies; but. the OUl^, 
take them altogether, are the worst ene¬ 
mies of tjie two; and, for this plain rea¬ 
son, because they are more treacherous. 
-Upon this subject, and by way of ob¬ 
servation upon what passed at the Middle¬ 
sex Meeting, the Morning Chronicle says: 
** The Ministerial Papers have found in 
" the speeches of some of the most dis- 
" tinguished speakers at the Hackney 
" Meeting great cause of joy, because 
" the Whigs were violently misrtprewpted 
and? abused. If it can afibrd the parti- 
sans of the Treasury any solid satisfac- 
" tion to see tlie genuine friends of order, 
“ eemomy, and i^arm, vilified, because 
" they will not depart from the modera- 
•• tim of their ancestors to adopt principles 
which are unintelligible, they may in- 
« dulge their love of defamation freely, 
“ for they are not likely to want oppor- 
" tunities of enjoyment. They were con- 
" demned for the measure of increasing 
" the property tax; or, in other words, they 
** were accused of paying the debts which 
" the iniquity qf their predecessors had 
brought upon ps, instep, we suppose, of 
“ declaring the "nation insolvent. We 
“ wish Mr. Hare Townshend bad tpokm 
•• out mare clearly, and had fairly said 
what proceeding his party would have 
recommended under the engagements 
which the calamities of the system that 
** they found established bad brought upon 
" the nation. Would his party have 
" advised them to Udp payment ? for cer- 
“ tainly by no other means couJd they 
" have avoided laying burthens on the 
*• people to the full amount of the increase 
" they madel—^There is something so un- 
** candid, so unjust, and so uplike men qf 
** businesi in this mode of attack, that if 
fails of taking any impressiemon the 
** most illiterate minds—and if it ^were 
really to be copsidered as the sentiment 
" of the party, would utterly disqualify 
•'them for^l trust. It is « principle 
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*• wbli^ goet to the demolition qf all goo^n- wasteful expenditure; stop creating of 
•• ment, and to the total overthfom all the sinecures and paying of foreign troops* 
•* frame qf sociiay** —Sayest thou so ^ Why But, as we all remember, the very first 
just the same thing is said by Mr. Perce- parliamentary act of the OUTS was to 
val and Mr. Yorlte, and why then, shonld bring forward a bill to enable Lord Gren- 
^people wish for any change that would ville to hold a great sinecure together* with 
put out Messrs. Perceval and Yorke, and his office as First Lord of the Treasury ; 
put Lord GrenTille and Lord Grey in their and their second act was, a bill to enable 
fltead ? Why should the people wish for them to add to the number of/oreign troops 
any such change ? What is it to them then in the kingdom. No : we did not 
■who pocket the salaries at the public olfi- Avant them to “ stop payment* oitjust debts; 
ces; whose crews of relations and re- but we wanted iheiii not to pay away onr 

tainers are to be fed at the public ex- money in this way.-Well, bui*-the 

pence ? For my part, if 1 must choose OUTS, we are liere told, augmented the 
between the two, 1 would rather feed the income tax, and were cpmpelled so t«» do, 
relations and dependents of Mr. Yorke and in order to be able" to pay the debts, 
Mr. Perceval, than the strange mixed . " w'lii<;h the iniquity of their predecessors 
sort of kindred of the OUTS, including “ had brought ojjun the ua'rion.'” What! 
their numerous swarm of feclosofers front Surely, Mr. Perry, you must have for- 
Edinbro’.——-Sayst thou so, indeed ! To gotten what you were writing about. You 
disapprove of nearly doubling the income must have forgotten of whom the OUT 
is,then, to aim at " the demolition of rrainistry consisted; or, which I will not 
" all government, and at the total overthrow believe, you must have bten in hopes, 
" qf all the frame of society.” Tltis tax that forgetfulnc'^s, as to tins ,point, had 
makes the man who has only a life tn- seized upon all your readers. •* The 
terest in an estate worth a huindred “ iniquity of their predecessors F” Why, 
a .year pay ten pounds a year; and it had nut Lord Grenville and Mr. Wind- 
makes the man who has a perpetual interest ham and Lord Spencer and Lord Fitz- 
in an estate of the same worth, pay no william and some others been colleagues 
than ten pounds uyeorthis tax, vvhieh in of the cabinet with the “ Great man now 
its principle, is dntctly hostile to all the “'mo more,’’’ during all the murderous 
feelings of Englislnifen ; this fiscal inijui- deeds committed upon the cesources ^nd 
sition; this raostvexatious and cruel lax ; the spirit and the sense of the nation from 
this tax, which, at the time when it was S 7 !);i to 1800 ; and had not Lord Sid- 
first imposed, was declared by Mr. Fox mouth and Lord Hobart and others been 
to justify open resistance, or at least, to in full power from 1801 to 1804 ? Nay, 
render resistance a mere question qf prudence; as if no pretence of this sort was to be 
to complain of the OUTS for having, at sufi'ered to remain for an instant; as if it 
one step, almost doubled this tax; to had been resolved to take measures, before- 
do this is, it weros, in the opinion of those hand for depriving the wiwle of the OUTS 
OUTS, considered as aiming at “ the de- of ©very means of defence, on this head, 
•' molitum of all government, and the total the whole of them, without a single ex- 
** ODerthrow qf all theframe qf society.'* Very ception, voted away forty thousand pounds of 
well, then. This is quite enough. In- the nation s money to pay the debts qf*‘ the 
deed, it is more than wc wanted. We did “great man now no wore,“ and that, too, 
not )vant this or any thing else, to con- expressly upon the grot/nd of his public ser- 
Tince us, that we bad no good to expect vices ! who, then, are those predecessors ; 
front a change of ministry.——No: We what, Mr. Perry, arc tlie names of those 
would not, or, at least we need not, have predecessors, whose “ iniipiity** had brought 
advised them to “ stop prtywKKtnor shall the debt upon us? It is very shameful 
this attempt to mislead the public pass to attempt thu.s to edge out of the blame. 
tinexposed.-»-j’It is curious enough, that J know very ivell wbat was the real cause , 
ik liM now been discovered, that many of that di.sgraceful vote. I know that 
millions a year may and must be saved; and that vote, like many other things, was the 
chat great fetrenchments in the expendi- effect of the coalkiofi with the Grenvilles 
ture must he made. Why was not this and the Addingtons, particularly Uie 
thought of by the OUTS, when they had former; but, that is nothing to the public, 
the power tn their hands? No: not The Whigs received theprtcc of their com- 
*' «top payment” of justly due, but promise; and, the nation is not now to ba 
•top payment of sums not due ; stop told, that the deeds, arising out qftlm cm-. 
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prmtse, mre none tjf Mr. 

Perry should cliance to revive this subject, 
I beg him to have the goodness to tell 
w/w it is that he means, when he is speak* 
ing of llie laK/uitous predecessors qf the late 
ministry; for, if he mean to say that if 
is the present set, then I beg to observe, 
that that set was in power only altoiit 
tmenty months pievicus to tlie cojjting in of 
the OCXS in 1806 ; and, wh-.-nthey were 
in power, the “ great statesman now no 
** more".’ was at their head ; and, tlicn, 
comes the fact, that the OUTS did, by a 
solemn act, unanimously approve of his 
conduct, and made us pay his debts on 

account of his public services.-Mr. 

Perry calls the OUTS (for he make^no 
ilTscrimiiiation} “*tl»e genuine fiieiuls of 
•• order, o’ctmomy, am\ rejonn and says 
they^fre vilified by the Reformers, “ be- 
cause they will not depart from the 
*' modt rntion cf their ancestors to adopt prin- 

“ ciples which are unintelligible^’ -This 

very ovid m mere tisseriion. It is as 
good as any other unsupported assertion, 
at any rale; >u:il will, 1 dare say, have 
full as mucli v fiL.lit. The use of the word 
moderation will do little good, unless it be 
first shown, that the llefortnets are iifiino- 
derate in their we.lies and demands, 
wiiich, 1 am .^itisFied, cannot be shown. 
The “e genuine’*' •friends of order hatTe 
proved the yiMcJness of their pretensions, 
pt rhaps, i>Y nianiiiig the niiiusteis, not for 
sending <i rniliUny fotce, an army to take 
a man from Ins house, but for not sending 
tiiatarniy sooner ; their “ genuine” friend¬ 
ship fur aconomy has been siiuwn in a thou¬ 
sand instances, one of which was the grant 
of pensions to Mrs. Fo.k and her daugh¬ 
ters, in which act decency seems to have 
rivalled ceconomy ; and, as to their " ge- 
“ nuine” love of rtform, that has been so 
very clearly evinced in the stand, the im¬ 
mortal stand, which they made against 
•‘ popular encroachma^,” in the case of 
Mr. Maducks's motion, that the man who 
can doubt of their desire to see a reform 
must be sceptical indeed. Upon that oc¬ 
casion it was offered to be proved at the 
bar of the House, that Mr. Perceval and 
.Lord Castlereagli s(hd Henjry Wellesley 
had ■ been concerned in trafficking for a 
seat, and in putting out a jnember because 
he would not vote as they vfished him, in 
the case of the Duke of York. A motion 
was made for an inquiry into the matter; 
gnd against that motion the OUTS voted 
to a map. They. " rallied round t|ie go- 
** TermoenV* and heartily joined the tni* 
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nisters in « making a stand a g m ^ypcpuleir 
» encroaclmants.” Yes, to call,for an in¬ 
quiry relative to the selling of a seat and 
aftcrw'ards putting out the person who 
had bought ii, because he would not vote 
as lie was commanded : this did they call 
“ popular encroachment Who, then, can 
be beast enough to doubt that they are 

“ the genuine friends of Reform f”- -No, 

Mr. Perry, you do not go the way to suc¬ 
ceed in your laudable wishes. You wish, 
1 know It well, that the OUTS were wh^t 
you descritie them to be ; you have, 1 sin¬ 
cerely believe, no views uihcr than that of 
seeing a change of system, calculated to 
produce pcpnanciit national happiness; 
but, 1 must think, that you grossly deceive 
yourself in supposing that such a change, 
or any thing like it, would be produced by 
a mere change of ministry. And, it does ap¬ 
pear to me, that yoci, by attempting to 
justify the OUTS; by attemflting to set 
tliem up as preferable to the Reformers, 
are lu open wur with your own wishes; 
because you thereby give them a sort of 
encouragement to proceed in their- pre¬ 
sent course, and you may be assured, 
liiat, wilder they so proceed, they will 
never again be in powder; they will never 
again possess either power or popularity. 
—;—111 your paper of ihg 30 th. of April, 
you have some observations, belonging to 
this same subject, which must not pass 

uilnoticed_" We are told that it is the 

'' design of Ministers to appoint the Right 
Honourable Charles Yorke to a Cabi- 
“ net situation of high and important 
“ duties, that of First Lord of the Admi- 
•• raity; and that his commission is dated 
before his return to parliament for the 
“ borough of St. Germain’s; so that the 
" spirit of the Law of Election on an ap- 
" poiiitment to office is to be evaded. 
" This contempt of public opinion is so per- 
*' fectly in unison with the whole system, 
“ that it cannot fail to make a due im- 
“ pressiou on every thinking mind. It is 
" an unblushing avowal of the doctrine 
“ which it is the object of a Junto to iii- 
" culcate, that the only sure path to office 
" is that of servile submission. This ele- 
“wation to power of the author y>f tlie via-- 
“ lent proceeding which has convulsed the 
kingdom, will be matter of triuvph te 
“ the party who so obviously prefer the? 
" present Ministers to their oppobents; 
” because thiy consider them as men ealeu-^ 
" bated to bring the empire to confusion, Ne* 
" single 8te*p could have been thought of 
** more likely to tnereaae the national <H»- 
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*« goat than this appointob^nt; the solemn " abaikkei, faia own Constituents displayed 
** assuraoM of a,|^rson in the confidence *• the md^atafieUn^ wftich fitted the hedrie 
" of Ministers could alone have made us ** qf all muakind —he is chosen by ^vem- 

" give credit to the rumour.**--So, then, " ment as a person further to be distin- 

the Reformers are here asserted to pre- « guished by the favour of the crown !'* 

fer the present ministers to their oppo- -^Weil,‘then, let us see what you have 

nents, and why? Because they (the asserted in these two articles.——>That 
" Reformers) consider the present minis* the spirit of the Law of Election has been 
** lets as men caleulaud to bring the empire evaded by Mr. Yorke’sappointment; — i- 

*' to corifttston.’*-This is very charita* that this appointment is in contempt of 

ble, Mr. Perr}'. Very charitable and public opinion, but is in perfect unison 
tery modest in you to say, vfitbout any with the whole of the prevailing system; 
hesitation, that the wish-of Sir Francis ——that the only sure path to office now 

and ail those who espouse the cause of is servile submission;-that the present 

Reform; that all this ••party" as you are ministers are men calculated to bring the 

pleased to call them, wish to see the empire into confusion;-‘that the man 

"empire” brought confusion. This is now appointed to have, the supreme con- 
very modest. Why not call us all Jaco- troul over the navy of this kingdom, and 
binfc and Levelled, at once ? Why not the planning of ail its operations, has no 
talk of a Jacobinical Conspiracy ? You talents to qualify him for any office what- 
blame Mr. Yorke, indeed ! And, for ever; — —that the minister’s making such 
what ? What has Mr. Yorke said more an appointment with impunity is a proof 
than you are now saying ? He calls all of the desperate state of the country ; — — 
those who wish for Reform, Jacobins and that the appointment of Mr. Yorke is a 
Levellers; and you say they want to sec reward for his having shut the gallery, 
the " Empire” brought to confusioh. Would and having assailed the press in the per- 

it be too much to say any thing, however son of IVlr. Gale Jones;-and that for 

harsh, to you, in answer to this ?-But, conduct, which filled all mankind with 

now let us see w’ha.t it is vou are doing : indignation, he is chosen by the govern- 
not what you have heretofore done ; but roent as a person further to be distinguish* 

what you are actually doing at this time ; ed by the favour of the Crown.-^-This 

and first, in order to have more matter is what you say- No\V, if all this be true, 
before us, let us bear your lamentatij^n and if the Honourable House do st«U 
upon the gazetting of Mr. Yorke. " dor choose to put its confidence in this same 
•• readers will see, by the extract from tlj^e ministry, and vote our millions upon 
" Gazette, that the appointment we aiK millions of taxes into their hands, you 
" nounced has actually taken place ;— should observe,‘that the fault is not in the 
"and, strange as it may seem, the great ministry, but in the Honourable‘House; 
" and important office of First Lord of the the fault most be in that, be it what it 
" Admiralty is entrusted to the new Teller may, that supports the ministry, that 
" of the Exchequer, Mr. Yorke. It is keeps the ministry in power. Is it not, 
obvious that this appointment can add then, very inconsistent (to speak in the 
" nothing to the strength of Ministers ; mildest terms) in you to speaK thus of the 
" for with the most violent, indiscreet, and acts of the ministry, and, m the very same 
" irritable temper, Mr. Yorke possesses breath, to speak in terms so harsh of those 
* no talents either for Council or JJebate, to who wish to see the Honourable House 
•• ^itU him to any official jdaceudtattver. It reformed, and who are labouring to that 
" is painful to think of the forlorn and end ? You did not answer, nor did you at- 
" donate state ^ the country, when a tempt to answer, my last article upon this 
" minister can vnth imptmuy insult the peo- subject. It was because you could not, 

** pk by such a choice. This honourable You and yoar party censure the conduct 
" genttemdn shut the Gallery of the House of the mimsten; Yon’assert their continii-. 
" of Commons against the people. He ance in office to be fraught with ruin, with 
" did hia otmost to prevent the country utter destructioq, to the country; You 
" from having a <Jaily account of the pro- insist that the* patting of them out is abso* 

•• ceedfngs of their R^resentatives. He lutely necessary to the safety of the coun- 
" complained df Mr. Gale Jones, and got try : bat, the Honourable House say, that 
him tent to NevjgaU mitkout o, legal trial; they shall not be put out. Either, thei«fore> 

'♦ and when on recehmg Us reward for all what you assert of the minister^ and their 
" thia by a. ainecitre, wMoh ought u> be measures it not trm, or the fmOt it 4n the 
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HmaunMe Houm; end, yet you oond^n to be imposed, a treaty of aabsidy mode, 
us; You impute to us the worst of motiTes, or a war to be entered on, there is no one 
becausd we say that a change in the minis* who talks of the necessity of waitingtB hear 

try would be of no service witftout a change what the people have to say.-^The people, 

in the House. - ^This, you see, is the point, except in the metntpnlis. have not the 

to which 1 always bring you at last. You, means of getting together without some in- 
ever and anon, bolt out and scamper convenience ; but, besides this, there is the 
about; but, I alwavs get you back again dreadful chain of influence. The borough- 
into this comer, and .when I have you mongers are pretty equally distributed all 
here yon are safe. This is the point: over the country, and every creature in 
either what you and your party say of the authority is chosen by the system, and de- 
measures-of the ministers and of the ten- pends upoi\ the system, which it is pro, 
dency of those measures is untrue, or the posed to change.—More upon this subject 
Honourable House stands in need qf a reform, in ray next; but, it must be clear'to every 

- 1 wonder, and I ^tave often wonder- man of common discernment, that the 

ed, bow your party can possibly suppose, mere act oH petitioning to thisques- 

that, while the court is what it now is, tion, nothing at all.-Mr. Perry says, 

they should get into power, without a rc- in another part of his paper, that nothing 
form of the House. Why .should any man but Rrform can save us from Bankruptcy 
but themselves wish for such a change ? and Revolution ; but, he does not say Par- 
That they and their Etiiribro’ feelosofers liamentary Reform; and, as to Lora Sel- 
(to the grand teacher of whom, Mr. kirk’s reform, or any other such matter, 
Stewart, your party gave a sinecure} should it w'ill, whenever it is brought forward, be 

wish for a change that would put pence a fine subject for laughter.-1 never 

in their pockets is very natural; hut, what can touch upon the question of reform 
in all the world shuid’d induce the people without ekhurting its friends to patience. 
of this kingdom to wish for such a change ? Persevere by all means; but be notin 
It is quite bevond my comprehension, haste. No hurry. The thing must come; 
that any benefit would he derived from and nothing but haste.can retard its arri- 

.tlie taking of the official'emolumcnts out >;al.-We should never suil'er ourselves 

of the hands of the present possessors, and to be led away into angc^ by such things 
giving them to tht! ifiuminati of Eiiinbro’* as the appointment of Mr. Yorke. All 
I know of few things more galling than to such things are good. They work for 
be coolly told by those fee losufiztng gentry, : the ultimate happiness of the kingdom, 
that " i^ei- all, the people of this couri- In the mean while, those valuable raem- 
" try enjoy a prodigious mass of comforts, Ijprs ot society, the paper-money makers, 
« menttd as well as material.” We want arc at work in every hole and comer of 
our plain, well-known, legal rights; we the country; and, as companions to their 
want to possess, without disturbance, our productions, the minister sends forth, in 
property and our liberty ; and neither un- ever-increasing quantities, his taxing pa- 

derstand, nor want to understand, any of pers and his taxing laws.-Those who 

their metaphysical jargon. We see them apprehend some trick to be played off 
gr^dy as vultures to get at a share of our for the purpose of reviving the alarms^ 
taxes; and, my real opinion is, that, if so successful in the times of the “ great 
the last ministry had remained five years " statesman now no more,” do not ap- 
in place, we should have seen hundreds of pear to have duly considered the wide 

these feelofofera feeding upon us.-^In difference in' the circumstances. ' There 

short, it is the extern that is in fault. It is is no longer a bloody revolution going on 
that which Exposes us to this as well as to in France. There Napoleon has become 
all the other sorts of depredation ; and, it a regular sovereign with a very regular 
k because they do not cordially wish for government, and has, moreover, taken a 
a change of this sykem, that the people wife to himself of the regular gbvernment 
dishke, and will continue to dislike the kind. In ehori, there is no cheating of 

©UTS as much as they 4 p the INS.- any body into a belief, that therejs now 

Non-, as to the question, whether the people any danger from Democratical principles, 
sn-geneml not peHtianing for a reform ought The day for such cozening is jjlassed. 
to be Considered as a proqf that the people in The paper-money and the taxes are what 
generafdo not with for such reform, I have concern us(, They will not be staid in 
not room here to enter into it; ' but, I their progress; and every day will pro- 
uuuiot halp observing, that, when a tax is duce fresh conviction, that, eithhr tney 
7 
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will produce -the most calamitous effects, 
or a Parliamentary Reform must come 
aud set bounds to th^m. A change of 
the aystem does not, in my view of things, 
depend upon any bodi/. It must, in my 
opinion, come, whether it be wished for 
or not; the only difference being, that, 
adopted as an act of prevention^ it will be 
much better than if adopted in the way 
of cure. 

W**. COBBE'rr. 

Bolley, Srd May, 1810 . 

Capt..Foskrtt’s Petition must be again 
postponed.—The murder of the men by 
the lafe-Guaids would require more room 
to notice than 1 have now left.-Res¬ 

pecting Robert Jeffery there are, I am told, 
some further proofs that will soon come to 
hand ; -but, in the meanwhile, 1 have 
eyery room to believe, that the new-coined 
story about his being at Boston is totally 

feJse.-In my next I hope to be able 

to lay before iiiy readers a Narrative of 
!Mr. iO’CoNNOR, who has been so in- 
iamously calumniated in ih^ hireling 

S rints. The public, when tliey read that 
farrative, vtill, I am certain, join me in 
execrating those wljo have so basely ca¬ 
lumniated that gentleman. This is a case, 
which I hope ev/^ry Englishman will make 
bis own -For the motives of the ca¬ 

lumny on Ml. O’Connor my motto w'ill 
speak. ' The words of that motto should 
be constar^ly before the public. It is the 
lut resort of political vilhiiny, of publir 
robbery, to calumniate their accusers; 
to endeavour to destroy the reputation of 
those, who have the courage to assail them. 


THE WHIGS GRUMBLING. 

Sir ;—If the following quotation from 
the Morning Chronicle of the '^Sth in¬ 
stant, with the few remarks whicit I-have 
to offer upon it, be not worthy of their 
room in <116 Political Register, they may 
suggest to you remarks which otherwise 
might escape your attention. Mr. Perry 
complains that “ the Whigs were con- 
" demned” at the last Hackney Meeting, 
** for 'the measure of increasing the prp- 
** perty tax, or, in other words, they were 
** accused t>f jpayiug the debts which the 
" iniqdlty or their^ predecessors had 

brought upon u^ iiutead, we suppose, 
** of declaring the nation insolvent. We 
** wish Mr. Hare Townsend had spoken 
^ out more clearly,* and had ‘fairly said 
** what proceedings his party would have 
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I “ recommended under the engagements 
" which the calamities of the system that 
they found established had brought 
“ upon the, nation. Would his party have 
» advised them to stop payment? Fur cer- 
" tainly by no other means could they hava 
" avoided laying burdens on the people to 
" the full amount of the increase they 
'' have made. There is something so un- 
" candid, so unjust, and so unlike men of 
" business in this mode of attack, that it 
“ fails of making any impression on.the 
"most illiterate minds—and if*-it were 
" really to be considered as the sentiments 
" of the party would utterly disqualify 
“ them for afl trust. It is a principle 
" w'hich goes to the demolition of all ^o- 
" verninent and the total overthrow of 
" all the frame of society.” So without 
doubling the property tax, the Whigs 
could not pay the debt which the iniquity 
of their predecessors had brought upon 
us, or, in other words, they must have de¬ 
clared the nation insolvent if they did not 
double the properly ta.x. With respect 
lo a declaration of insolvency there is not 
a case, perhaps, in which' that docs not 
become of two evils the least when a con¬ 
fession of it lias already taken place; as 
it has <]nnc in the present case ever since 
the Bank confessed its mabiliiy to pay in 
dasL And therefore it devolves upon the 
Whigs to sliew the exception to the ge¬ 
neral-rule, as it applies to the parties con¬ 
cerned in the national debt- The Whigs, 
ns the first parents of tiie national debt, 
have lately appeared very anxious to have 
it understood that they are determined, in 
place as well as out of it, to keep the faith 
of the nation inviolated with its creditors ; 
but how? Just as it has been kept by 
their predecessors. How has that been r 
When the national debt was instituted a 
pouiiJ sterling of its interest would pur¬ 
chase bU quartern loaves to the national cre¬ 
ditors, and ROW it w^lonly yield 15 . And 
will yield less and less while paper conti¬ 
nues to be the medium in which the inter¬ 
est of the debt is paid. This is the way 
in which the Whigs will keep faith witn 
the nation, and is not the nation obliged to 
them for it ? ^ut could they not, without, 
declaring the nation insolvent, stop the 
payment of the, army that was to recon* 
tmer Hanovei- or carry on eternal war ? 
Could they not have avoided the creation 
of the numerous places and pensions that 
they hav^ conferred upon their friends, and 
stop the payment of the sinecures that are 
enjoyed by their eneo^ies f. 1 wish Mr* 
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“ Peiry had spoken out raore clearly. 
'* In big obscurity, there is something so 
" uncandid,so unjust, and so unlike a man 
" of business, that it fails of making any 
" impression on the most illiterate minds, 
and if it were really to be considered 
"as the sentiments of the Whigs would 
•* utterly disqualify them for all trust. 
" It is the principle which goes t?) the de- 
** molition of all'gove.-nment, and the total 
" OTerthrow of all the frame of society.” 

• ' " A Buudetter. 


LOUD ERSKINli’S LETTER. 

T,he following is the Letter addressed by 
"Lord Er^kine to R. B. Sheridan, Esq. 
at the time of the discussion in the 
House of Commons on the subject of 
the Resolution of the Bench of Lin- 
coln's-Inn against the Press. 

Dear Sheridan^ —From something that 
has been stated“to have fallen from my i 
friend, Anstruther, upon your motion on 
Friday, the public (and naturally enough) 
are up in arms against me—I am sure he 
did not intend to hurt or injure me, as ive 
have always lived on teyms of intimacy 
and fiiendship. I could have prevented 
that misapprehension^had I foreseen it, b}* 
authorising you to state in the House of 
Commons what had passed between us upon 
the subject of Che Resolution; but, I asked 
your confidence, to avoid even the appear¬ 
ance of acting invidiously towards friends 
in the profession, with whom I have spent 
the greatest part of my life, and to whom I 
am sincerely attached; but, as things 
have turned out, I cannot do justice either 
to them or to myself, more eifectually, than 
by statingthe facts regarding thisprocced- 
ing exactly as they'stand.—I went to 
L'mcolii’s Inn on the 3 d of February, two 
years ago, not with the view of consider¬ 
ing any public business, but to dine at the 
Bench with my old friends and compa¬ 
nions at the Bar. It happened on that 
day when the Benchers were drinking 
their wine alter dinner, in their own apart¬ 
ment, that a report oCseveral Propositions 
Was brought up to them fronf Gentlemen 
of the Bar, assembled in the Hall, one of 
them, (as appears by the Miiiutes of the 
Society), being the Resolution in question 
■—what passed in conversation on the sub¬ 
ject I do not remember, my attention 
had never been called to it, and coming as 
it did from the Bar, it is extremely likely, 
vooe ae decision was te be come to upon 


the subject, that I might no! have opposed 
any view that the other Benchers were 
disposed in such conversation to consider 
it, and ihe rather, becauee I had and h'avo 
the highest Opinion of and the greatest 
confidence in the learning and integrity 
of those who were present, more accus¬ 
tomed than myself, since I k-fl the Bar, to 
attend to the concerns and duties of the 
Society. An ansiver was sent to the Bar, 

I that the Bench would take into its consi¬ 
deration lilt suggestions of their report,* 
which contained several dificrent subjects, 
for its future deliberation.—According to 
the usual forms of the society my name, 
appears, as df course, to that answer, and 
stands first, from the courtesy of the 
Bench to rank or seniority ; but it is most 
evident that no sanction was given to the 
Proposition by this proceeding. Wc were 
siltingnrer our wine and sendingan answer 
of respect to the Bar. From that time for¬ 
ward* I never heard rapre upon the sub¬ 
ject, having removed to a distant part of 
the town, jmtil I heard not long ago that 
the Resolution in question had been adopt¬ 
ed and cotihrnicd in the May following the 
February, when I had dined in the Hall. 
I heard at the same titfte that ii was con¬ 
sidered by many to be objectionable.— 
What part I should have taken, had 1 at¬ 
tended with the Dencliurs who adopted it, 
it ia impossible forme to say; whether the 
objections which now most forcibly pre- 
seiat themselves to my mind upon the sub- 
j^t of the Resolution, would then have 
occurred to me, since they do not ap¬ 
pear to have occurred to others or how 
far, if they had occurred, they might 
have yielded in decision, from confidence 
in the judgment of my friends present, I 
will not even venture to conjecture, be¬ 
cause it would be invidious towards 
men whom 1 highly respect for their ta¬ 
lents and honour, and would besides be 
arrogating to myself, without any •certain 
foundation, that 1 should have been wiser 
upon this subject than those whom I have 
always considered, and still consider to be 
my* equals.—Be this however' as it may, I 
can never be taken in my absence to have 
bee'n concurring in a decision of such im¬ 
portance, when I had no opportunity of 
exercising a deliberate judgment upon a 
matter that was to affect the interest of 
others. But this I can firmly say for my¬ 
self, that if I bad been present when thti 
Resolution in question *tvas adopted, and 
had concurred wi^t those who adopted 
1 should oot the less on that account (witk 
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the opinions I entertain at present) have 
hesitated to propose that it should be re¬ 
scinded. 1 have always considered the 
retractation of errors in public men, acting 
sincerely, bht without due consideration, to 
l>« not only no humiliation, but the highest 
and most grateful illustraliun of tsuents 
* and virtue; yet in nothing is the world 
more perpetually suilbring, than from the 
genera) blindness of mankind to this ob¬ 
vious truth. Wc see not merely indivi- 
ilu'aTs exposed to the greatest calamities, 
but even nations undone and ruined, to 
cover a mistake in the most dlfTicult and 
complicated policy of a State. 

I may appeal safely to you, my dear 
Sheridan, for the sincerit}' of this remark, 
because you know that though I was nut 
a party to the llesolution, 1 communi¬ 
cated to you in confidence my determina¬ 
tion to move for its repeal, and expressed 
an opinion, that the Benchers would recon¬ 
sider and rescind it on the principle' ad¬ 
verted to. It is one of the greatest bless¬ 
ings attendant upon our own free govern- 
amnt that we are instructed in our dtitirs, 
and •ovrected in our errors by public opi¬ 
nion, and they who refuse to be so in¬ 
structed and corrected, are unworthy of 
the most insignificant trusts.—The Inns of 
Court, without any incorporation or clear¬ 
ly defined jurisdiction, have preserved for 
a long season the character of the English 
Bar, and 1 have no doubt that they will 
continue to preserve their immemorial re¬ 
putation.—You will not wonder that I am 
very anxious upon this subject; you know 
my subscription to the Free^m of the 
Press, and in very critical times to other 
branches of public liberty.—^You have 
often done roe more than justice by elo¬ 
quence, which though not ret^uiring the 
warmth proceeding from partial regard 
and opihion, has always been so remark¬ 
able when I have been the subject.—I 
mean tb call upon my friend Anstruther 
to-morrow morning, who, 1 am quite sure, 
will be ready to do me justice. Your’s, 
most faithfully, Ekskine. 

Saturday night. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

MamSacs or TME EMPKfion Napoleon 
wiTji THE Archduchess Maria Louisa. 
p- 072. j 

... The Grand Mas¬ 
ter of.the CereiMttTes will mdike a bow to 
tb»ir Siajeflti0s,-and inf«Fin them tliat the 
pKcemqi^ i« ooHipleteck—Their Majesties 


will then retuf-n tb the apartment.of the 
Empress in the following orders—Hie 
Vergers, Heralds at Arms, and Pages, will 
place themselves in rank in the Saloon of 
Mars to form the advance of the proces¬ 
sion. The Ofiicer's and Grand Ofiicers, 
preceding their Majesties will advance 
from right and left to take their places in 
the procession. The Grand Dighitarie.- 
and the Princes and Princesses of the 
Blood will next advance.—^'fhen the Eni- 

f ieror and Empress, followed by, .the Co- 
onrl-Gcncr.al of the (iuard, the Grand 
Marshal of the Palace, and the Grand 
Almoner, the Knigfit of Honour, the First 
Equerry, the two Maids of Honour, and 
the Robing Woman.—^he Princesses vil! 
follow, and the procession will close with 
the Ladies of the Palace, the Maids of 
Honour to the Princesses, and the offi¬ 
cers in the service of the Piinces and Prin¬ 
cesses.—The procession will reconduct 
their Majesties to the .ipartment of the 
Empress, and then retire. Upon this oc¬ 
casion the Empress will be in full court 
dress, and wear a crown set with dia¬ 
monds.—At two o’clock the ceremony of 
the civil marriage will be announced by 
discharges of artillery fired at St. Cloud, 
and repeated in Paris at the Hospital of 
\he Invalids.—After Majes¬ 

ties will repair to the family drawing¬ 
room. The retinue to accompany thenfto 
the theatre will assemble in the adjoining 
chambers. Their Majesties, in going to 
the theatre, will pass through the gragd 
apartments of the Orangery, and arrive at 
the Imperial Box. The Orangery will 
be Illuminated.—^The persons invited to 
the ceremony will also be invited to the 
theatre. At the conclusion of the per¬ 
formance, the Emperor will reconduc^the 
Empress to her apartment. When the 
Emperor retires, the Empress will accom¬ 
pany him. to bur outer saloon. There 
will be a generai illumination at St. 
Cloud, and the water-works will play. 

AprU S md 4-.—The Civil Marriage of 
their Imperial-and Royal Majesties were 
celebrated on Sunday, at the palace of 
St. Cloud, at two o’clock, conformably ttf 
the programme. In the evening every 
part of the park was filled with an im¬ 
mense concourse of spectators, that flocked 
from Paris and the tieighbourii^g. cbm- 
mnnes, to enjoy thd magnificent and en¬ 
tirely new spectacle ^iresented by the il¬ 
luminating of that beautiful garden. The 
illusion was singularly augmented, by il>R 
playfng of th» water, which riaiftf above 
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the iilami nations, doubled their efTect by i 
reflection. A most surprising circum¬ 
stance is, that at St. Cloud the weather 
was pretty /air, at the same time that in | 
Puris the streets were inundated with an 
incessant torrent of rain. Fears were al¬ 
ready entertained with regard to the fes¬ 
tivity of the ensuing day; and we bad 
begun to lament the loss of so thany pre¬ 
parations made in the capital to celebrate 
the most august of ceremonies, and the 
most memorable of events. The star of 
the Em'peror once more prevailed over 
the equinoctial gales. At the moment 
when the cannon announced the depar¬ 
ture of his majesty, the sun dispersed the 
clpuds ; and nothing was wanting to the 
splendour of the most delightful fete that 
W'e have ever beheld. 

On the arrival of the Emperor and Em¬ 
press at the avenue of Neuilly, the drums 
began to beat, the bands of music struck 
up, the cannon tired, &c. Their Majes¬ 
ties stopped about ten minutes under the 
triumphal arch att^.L'Etoile, where they 
were complimented by the magistrates of 
Paris. 

The Emperor and Empress reached the 
Thttilleries at two o’clock amidst the same 
acclamations. 

The ceremony .of the chapel having 
lasted nearly three quarters of an hour, 
was succeeded by a repetition of the same 
acclamations and^the same tokens of respect 
and attachment. Their Majesties re¬ 
turned to the Thuilleries before four 
o^clock. 

It took much less time than might be 
epneeived to clear the gallery, by two 
staircases only, of that multitude of spec¬ 
tators. The order established below, and 
the judicious regulations observed on the 
arrival of the carriages, facilitated their 
departure. This part of the fete was no¬ 
wise inferior to the rest in beauty and at¬ 
traction. * 

It is also impossible, except for those 
w'ho saw them, to form an adequate con¬ 
ception of the richness and elegance of 
the illuminations. Never was so magnifi¬ 
cent a spectacle exliibited to the public. 
The palace and garden of the Thuille¬ 
ries, the .triumphal arch erected at Pont 
Tournant,- Place de la CdlicQrde, the pa¬ 
lace of_ the Legislative Body, Le Gaide 
Meuble, and the Temple of Glory, formed 
an enchanting toute-ensembUf which it is 
extreinely ditficult to describe, because 
thera is nothing with which to compare 
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Legislative Bodu-^Sittmg ^ 
the 2\st((f April, \ slO. 

At four o’clock, M. Count Regnault de 
Saint Jean D’Angely mounted the Tri¬ 
bune to communicate a Decree of His 
Majesty, importing that the business for 
which the Legislative Body had been 
convened, being terminated, the closing 
of the Session of 1810 should take place 
this day, the 21st of April. ' 

Count Regnault then pronounced the 
following Speech: 

“ Gentlemen—The labours ofyourdou- 
ble Session, the events which have pre¬ 
ceded and Accompanied it, will leave 
to the nation great recollections and high 
hopes. The civil and financial legisla¬ 
tion has, daring ten years, advanced by 
an uninterrupted progress towards per¬ 
fecting the principles and completing the 
system of the former, and alleviating tbs 
weight of the contributions imposed by 
the latter.—^I'hc internal organization is 
amelioratud : industry has followed in the 
course ol' former success. The plans for 
all the great public labours, and the 
means for their execution, have been de¬ 
creed—great political views have ex- 
Clended, with wisdom and mcKleration, and 
always with advantage,* the limits of 
the Empire.—^The continental peace, 
winch before rested only on treaties, 
and the perpetuity of the dynasty, 
which had fur its foundation only the 
genius of a hero and the powet of a great 
nation, have now for their basis a prospe¬ 
rous, holy, august, and eternal alliance.— 
Such, Gentlemen, is the picture which 
you have to exhibit to the inhabitants of 
your provinces, and of which I have only 
torccal to your memory the principal 
features ; your hearts guarantee its fidelity. 
[The Counsellor of State then proceeded 
to enumerate the laws passed during the 
Session, and took a view of the interior 
administration of the empire. Passing 
next to the state of the Foreign Relations 
of France, he expressed himself thusJ 
You have witnessed. Gentlemen, the Sc- 
natus ComuUum which unites to the French 
Empire the city of Rome, the ancient pa¬ 
trimony oftheCsesarsand of Charlemagne. 
This Act of the Constitutions ofthe Empire, 
indicated by history, counselled by policy* 
and decreed by genius, joins pans of the 
Western Empire which have long been 
separated, fUid establishes an alliance 
between the Tibe« and the l^ine, betweed 
Paris and Rome. Finally, this iVd* r*- 
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specting the' auUiofity, always sarred, of 
the Church, and preparing the true glory 
ef religion, secures the independence of 
Thrones and the respect of Sovero'r ns.— 
A new department will be fanned, under 
the name of the Departenient dcs lijuchts 
du-Rhin, and tVic remainder oi’ tl:e ceded 
territory will be united to the Department 
of the Deux Nethes, wiiich will thus be 
rendered one of the most considerable, 
most important and most wealthy of the 
Empire. Meanwhile, the Co.nfcderalion 
of the Rhine has its consideration increas¬ 
ed, its power confirmed, and the ties 
which unite its Members drawn closer.— 
If the war still growl in those regions, the 
pernicious power of reaching which the 
English yet retain, it is either at such a 
distance on the frontiers of the Ottoman 
Empire, that Europe cannot long SHfier 
from it, and Asia alone is menaced (un¬ 
less the Divan return to better principles) 
—or for but a short period beyond the 
Pyrenees, until the ports of Spain shall be 
opened to our arm.s, and clo.sed to Eng¬ 
land. Prom that moment the peace of 
Europe may be regarded as secured by 
the sanctity of treaties, the extent ol 
power, the coriFonnity of interests, and 
the superiority of genius.—You have 
seen an august Messenger of Peace, a 
sacred pledge of eternal alliance, arrive 
in the heart of France, which has there¬ 
by been intoxicated with joy, and tran¬ 
sported with love. It has been your 
de.stiny to be witnesses of the soienfn 
bonds which will for ever unite Napo¬ 
leon and Maria Louisa, and have at the 
same time united the interests of France 
nod the interests of Austria, for the hap¬ 
piness of the two nations, and ,the tran- 
((uillity of ihe world. All the allied na¬ 
tions bless an event which completes the 
establishment of their power, and ccment.H 
the ties which unite them. Enlightened 
police, • and consoled humanity, give it 
equal applause; the reason of Europe 
sanctions it, but it belongs in particu¬ 
lar to France to feel ail its value.” 

Count Regnault having concluded, the 
most animated applause ensued.—The 
President then spoke as follows :—•• Gen¬ 
tlemen Orators of the Council of State, 
the pfoof of his satisfaction, which his Ma¬ 
jesty has been pleasetl to give to the Le¬ 
gislative Body, would be alone sufficient 
to terminate gloriously a session already 
io strongly recomrfended by the nature of 


our labouis, by the sentiments expressed 
in it, and by the happy event of wt^ch we 
liavu (olt the. goodness and the glory.— 
If the Penal Code has imposed upon us a 
vigorous Ministry, laws full of humanity 
and of wisdom have .softened this painful 
duty.—;>upport has been secured to our 
temples, and that Holy Ministry, thesource 
of all mdiality and virtue. Wise mea¬ 
sures have baen adopted for the mainte- 
nam e of ho«;pila1s. The slate of a great 
number «>f communes has been^ amelio¬ 
rated.—The, city of Pans has conceived 
projects worthy'ofits high destinies, and 
lias icceived the ‘means of executing 
iliem. The exr>loring of mines has been 
encouraged. Wc see. nevived an industry 
too much neglected among us, and ofwhicb 
our late mi.slbrtuiie.s have made us feci 
all the value.—The finances of the em¬ 
pire, far from requiring new sacrifices, 
have only presented wise and u.seful mo¬ 
difications, with the ho|>e of seeing them 
still further ameliorated.—Finally, a law 
of the greaiest interest, and which may 
be termed the completion of the Judi¬ 
cial Oilier, lias been adopted.—The Ma¬ 
gistracy is going tQ resume that ancient 
dignity, the First,Magistracy of the Laws, 
a just independence w ill defend it from the 
excess of powers. Suc!> have been the 
works of this Session.—But what interest 
lias been spread upon our labours ? Thtfse 
new pledges of peace, these glorious nup¬ 
tials, and their happy presages; what 
long years of happiness and repose at;e 
presented to our -hopes. May they mul¬ 
tiply and render their authors as dear to 
F^urope as they are to this Empire. May 
this alliance, formed for the happine.ss of 
so many nations, embellish the destinies 
of these Consorts, and crown the expecta¬ 
tions which we love to enter lain.—The 
President having concluded bis speech, 
tJjc meeting renewed its applause.—^The 
President then drclured the Session ter¬ 
minated, and the Legislative Body sepa¬ 
rated accordingly, 

COBBETT'S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

'Phe Fifteenth Volume of the above 
Work is in the Prcs.s, and will be poblisji-' 
rd vi'ith all proper dispatch. AU Com¬ 
munications will he carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
Ti;£iy be fnrwanled as early as possible. 
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*' Eitcainpoients of Troops are to be formed in the vicinity of London. The ground is said to be 
*f marked 04it at different points, so as to draw a complete cordon round the MeUopolis. For what 
*' purpose this most unseemly speqlacle is to be exhibited we know not.”-~-MoRi)iKo CuaoNicLX, 
7th May, 1» 10. ' 


** Westniinster>Hall instantly rang with laud acclamations which were communicated to the whole 
*' extent of the City. They even reached the camp at Hounslow, Where the king was at dinner in I^rd 
** Fevarsham’s tent. His M ajesty demanded the cause of thclc rejoicings, and being informed that it 
“ was nothing but the soldiers shouting' at the delivery of the bishops, ‘ Call you that twthing V cried 
he, ‘ but so much the worse for them.’ ’’——History of England, James II. 1688. * 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Privilege of Parliament. -Since 

my last Number was published a very in¬ 
teresting debate has taken place m the 
House oj Lords, upon the subject of Privi- 
vitege, and als(v incidentally as it were, 
upon the eqlialiy interesting subject of 
Purliameatary Reform. -As to the for¬ 

mer, my lord Grey, in making m motion 
for summoning the Lords to the discussion 
of a proposition for an Address to the king, 
upon the present state of public aUairs, 
deprecated the “ wild" notions now afloat, 
respe(:ting the privileges of the ot|ier 
House; and na^ lord Grenville, in terms 
somewhat stronger, did the same. The 
sum and substance of what their lordships 
said was this:—that" the deluded people,’' 
who now clantpured against " the use oft 
" the privileges in question, did not per- 
" ceive that those jjrivileges were abso- 
“ luteiy necessary to the stfety qf the people 
" themselves; for, that, without them, the 

“ other House could not exist.”-Now, 

what is the privilege that is, at this mo- 
tneut, contended against ? Why, it is the 
POWER of sending to Jail any person 
WHOM THE HOUSE PLEASES TO SEND TO 
JAIL, and qf keeping tlte said'person in jail, 
during tlte House’s pleasure, without there 
being any oath made against such person, and 
tvithout any warrant under the hand cf a 

sworn magistrate. -Are we " deluded” 

because we dislike the existence of such a 
power as this ? IT we are, we have been 
deluded” by Magna Charla, the Bill qf 
'Rights, and by all the,renowned exposi¬ 
tors of our ancient and wise and righte¬ 
ous and, I had almost said, holy laws. 
And, waving tlx manner in which the other 
house isfomxd; saying nothing about that 
here; supposing my lord Grejr's former 
«oniplaiats against the composition of that 


House to have been groundless, and that 
the House is, what it professes to be, 
a representation qf the people: supposing 
this to be the case, how does it appear, 
and how can it be made appear, that a 
power, such as is above-described, is ne> 

cessary to tlx existence of the House f -My 

Lord Ekskine’s most admirable answer 
to the other two noblemen, I shall pre¬ 
sently insert, because no account of it can 
do it justice; but, 1 must here prqssthe' 
question Just put. How can such a power, 
a pawn' to imprison jhe king’s suhjecls AT 
THEIR Pl.EASUKE ; how can this power 
be shown to be necessary to the House’s 

existence ?-No attempt has been made 

^prove the truth of the proposition; or, 
at least, I have seen no such attempt. Does 
the House stand in need of greater powers 
than the king possesses ? The king can com¬ 
mit 110 person at bis pleasure. The king 
has no other power of self-protection than 
that which the courts of law afford him. 
If the king be libelled, he must send his 
complaint before a Judge and a Juiy, 
and no imprisonment can take place for 
the crime, and no punishment of any sort, 
until a Jury have found the party guilty. 
And so, says Magna Charta and the Bill 
of Rights, that no man shall be imprisoned or 
otherwise punished bu( by judgment qf his 

peers. -IL then, the king stands in no 

need of such extraordinary power; if the 
law'has allowed him no such latitude of 
authority; and if he exists safely without 
any such power, wAy should silich poVerbe 
necessary to either of the other branches 

of the legislature ?-I shoul4 like to 

have an answer to this question; and^ 
until I have it, I shall not thirfk myself a 
" deluded” man, if I continue firmly^ to 
believe what lords ,Grey and Grenville 
have described as being so very absurd. 
—There is another view of this matter, 
Z . . . 
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which no one, that^l know of/ ha» taken. 
If we were toid that the king, or rather 
iing's mamter, aciit^ in his master's 
name, had the. “ prmkge” (for so tliis 
power is, it seems still to be called) of 
sending to jail, and keeping there during 
hit pleasure, any of the people, who by 
writing or otherwise, should offend him, 
what should we then say? What name 
should we then give to the goveniineiit of 
Bngland ? Indeed, what name but one 

Could it possibly have?-Weil, let us, 

now. take along with us the doctrine, that 
the ministeVfor the time being ought always 
to have a m^oritjf qf the Honourable House 
on his side; and, indeed, the*/ac/, that 
this is the " practice of the constitution." 
What is there, then, to prevent the minis- 
tm: for the time bci^g from sending to 
jail, and keeping there during his pleasure, 

any man who may offend him f -Am I 

told, that bis majority would, if he at¬ 
tempted to do what was wrong in this 
respect, desert him ? To this I make no 
answer ; but, it will not do for the OUTS 
to tell me this; because they have, 
during this session; aye, and in the case 
of the very question now before us, blamed, 
and loudly blamed, what the minisier and the 
majority did actually do. If, therefore as 
the OUTS assert, the minister and the ma¬ 
jority did what was blamcable in this case, 
why might they not do it in anothei;, 
casg ? Why are we to suppose, that they 

will stop here ?-To thu.•question also, 

1 long for an answer; and, until 1 receive 
it, 1 certainly shall not think myself a 
deluded" man, as far, at least, as relates 

to this matter.-^1 shall now conclude 

this article with the insertion of the speech 
of my I^RD Esskine, as I find it reported 
in the Morning Chronicle of the 8th instant, 
and to which speech 1 think it my duty to 
- give all the means of circulation in my 

power.-“ Lord Erskine said he felt 

** himself palled upon to say a very few 
** words to their lordships. He said he en- 
*• tirely agreed with his noble friend who 
« gave the notice, thatnotwithstandingany 
«imperfections with which time might 
'^hav© visited our happy Constitution, it 
" was t&e beSt and wisest upon the face of 
** the earth, and under which there was 
" the grOBtestmjoyment of happiness and 
" fmedom;, but it was impossible to con- 
template .that perfection without ad- 
y verting to the principles which were 
its essential charactevistic. Its qhuracter- 
** iitic indeed had been correctly and In- 
^ imnously cxprcMtd by Ms noble friend 


" (lord Grenville) who sat next him, when 
" he said, ' that Parliament was thq au> 

" < thdr of it, and that like our ancestori, 

" ' from whom we inherited our freedom, 

' we should rally round Parliamentso 
" said his lordship, because in. rallying 
" round Parliament, or in other words, 

" round the King, Lords and Commons, 

** we were*rallying round the Constitu- 
*' tion and the Laws; around which all 
" were disposed to rally. It was the cause 
" of the immediate reference to this 
" sound doctrine that obliged him to ad- 
“ dress their Lordships. liis noble friends 
“ had adverted to the late exercise of Pri- 
“ leges by the House of Commons, and of 
“ the sensation they had qreated. If they • 
“ alluded only to the disturbances in this 
“ great city W'bich they inhabited, he 
"joined ni lamenting them; but if they 
" involved, iii this sentiment, the legal rc- 
" sistanre by those who had been the ob- 
" jsets of Uicin ; if they aUuded to actions 
" vvhich though not pending) v.xrein imme- 
“ diate prospect, be niust declare that he 
" considered it to bn a matter of the 
" greatest inagnitudo and importance, 

“ which the laws alone ovrjit to determine, and 
" with which their Ijordshijx had at present no 
vianner qf concern.' If the Privileges'of 
" the Coiniiiuiis under the Constitution 
« had been inviided, the Commons wanted 
" no assistance hum the l.a>rds to protect' 

" them ; the Laws would protect iketn ; and 
" if in the invasion of their Privileges the 
Lords' Privileges were by analogy in- 
" vaded, it less became them to be for- 
" ward in their a.ssertiou; more esjiecially 
•• as the question tnigLi come legally andjudi- 
" dally before them. Ko man would more 
" aealoubly defend the Privileges of Parlia- 
" inent, or of either House of Parliament, 

" than he kIiouIiI; god he admitted, thai 
" what eiflicr .branch of the Legislature 
“ had been for the course of ages exer- 
" cising with the aequicscence of the 
" whole Legislature, would, «n tiu absence 
" of Statutes, which would he the grand qtus-- 
" lion, be evidence of the common Law of 
" Parliament, and, as such, of the commoi} 

" l.avv of the. Land. The jurisdiction of 
" Courts rested 4ii a gieat measure upon 
" the same foundation : but besides that, 

“ these precedents, as applicable alike 
" to all of tbeni, were matters of grave 
' and deliberate consideration—they Were, 

■' and must be, determined in the end by 
" the law. He knew that the contrary was 
" insisted upon by the Commons, when 
*' they eenuoitted Lord Chief Justice 
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Pemberton for holding plea of them in 
" hia Coart; but so far was he from con- 
** fiidering such a claim'as matter of argu- 
" mentunder this Government of Law, that 
*' Isay advisedly, (said hisLordship,) that 
" if, upon the present occasion, a similar 
" attack was made upon my noble and 
" learned friend (LordEllenborough) who 
" sits next me, for the exerci^ of his legal 
V jurisdiction, I would resist the usurpation 
•• wikh my strength, and bones and blond. 
•<* Wjjy was any danger to the House of 
" Commons or the Country to be antici- 
» pated by a sober appeal to the judgment qf 
" the Laws t 11' his doble and learned friend 
*' and his brethren the Judges had no jii- 
, risdiction over the Privileges of the 
House of Commons, they would say they 
" had no jurisdiction. If they thought 
" they had, they would give a just decision 
" according to the facts and circumstances 
*• of the case, whatever they might be. 
*• These facts«and circumstances are con- 
sidered, however, too clear for inquiry; 
»* yet the King’s Attorney General and a 
« Member of the House of Commons, 
*' when called upon by the Serjeant for 
" advice upon the subject, was obliged, 
" and most properly, to admit that there 
** was no precedent to bej'omdfor his forci- 
bl^prosecuting, and that if death enstiad he 
*• could not undertake to insure him against 
a conviction, and anexeculion for murder. 
•• Was this tlie character of an immemo- 
" rial and an acknowledged jurisdiction ?, 
But it was said that there was an end o# 
" the Privileges of Parliament if they must 
pray in aid the King, or any other aa> 
" thority, to support their jurisdiction. 
** Yet, in the very instance alluded to, 
" they were obliged to pray in aid the king 
•• —not of his laws indeed, to which the 
* *» people would have paid the most im- 
** pliett obedience, but of his bayonets, 
•• which, when contrary to law, they 
" would resist. lie desired to warn the^ 
“ Lordships against too hasty a resort to 
■' force, until right had determined its ap- 
" plication. It was a dangerous resort, 
" which never could be necessary in the 
« government of the British people, When 
•• the laws were bn the side of authority; 
” letthe laws speak first, and if they were 
" disobeyed, the peofje, instead of resisU 
** ing, would obey, and execute them 
** themselves. There was another view in 
which this question must be looked at. 

. *• He was giving no opinion whatever on 
*' the subject, but stating only the ques- 
** tion. Suppose there should be pimtive 


" tiaittiea upon thjg subject, before tbs 
** possible origin of any jurisdictioH of 
" the House of Commons>->it was con* 

" tended that there were—he was etill 
“ giving no opinion; but was it not open 
" to the subject, if he were advised to 
" plead such statutes in bar of the privi- 
" leges in the cases contended for ? and 
" could any authority but a Court of Law 
" overrule such a plea ? could the Comi* 

*' mons themselves resist the effect of such 
Statutes, to which they were parties ? 

'' There might be Statutes, indeed, on such 
“ a subject, which, except ftUbrm, wanted 
" no judicial cognizance, because every 
man coaid read for hitmelf. If a written 
“ law would bear two inmpretations, and 
the worst interpretation had been given 
" to it by a series of decisions, that worst 
interpretation was undoubtedly the law; 
" but where a statute spoke a cleat, plain, 
unambiguous language, Hhe people had a 
•• right to tlu protection qf its letter, and they 
‘‘ ought to insist upon thru protectim. The 
Parliament might repeat it, but whilst it 
•• was a statute, neither the King, Lords, 

" or Commons, or all three of them, had 
" any dominion over it. It might appear 
“ he was putting •an almost impossible 
" case ; but on that very ground he had 
defended from death the subjects of this 
" country, and perhaps more than tlvem ; 

“ their Lordships might not have been 
“ sitting to-day to hear him, if upon these 
" grounds he had not successfully de* 
fended the dominion of the laws. He 
“ was then told that a conspiracy to levy 
" war against the king was treason, as an 
attack upon the natural life of the king; 
he had said. No ! because the staUite of 
" Edward 3. under any interpretation, had 
" said No also. He was told that Lord 
*' Hale and Lord Coke were against him ; 

" to which he had answered, irreverendly 
perhaps, but in otl^er respects rightly, 
that their authorities were no more 
" against a pontwe, unambiguous statute, 

" than so many large flies buzzing against 
" a wall; and so he should for ever main- 
" tain. Lord Erskine here said, ‘ I would 
“ * rather die, ngf Lords, them submit to any 
“ ' dominion but that of the 'law. ' I know 
'*' the law upon this subject, my I^rds, aa 
" * well as any of your lordsbipa; ioa- ^ 

** ‘ possible i should not; and it would 
*' * be criminal to surrender oY even to 
" * withhold my opinion.’ If he had been 
" warm.upon the subject be most be* par** 
" dotted ; he could not alter his nature— 
*• what he hsAf ever been through Itfe b« 
Z 2. . • 
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*' most be to-day; what had been the 
•* character of his mtiid and understaridiiig 
*• most continue to be its character. He 
■ made fio apology to his noble friends 
" for this expression of his opinion. They 
** would little deserve the character they 
"justly had in the country^ if they were 
" capable not merely from courtesy but 
" even from confidence and affection to 
*' compromise opinions upon such grave 
" <and important questions. He was most 
"sincerely attached to the priitbiples of 
" those with whom be had so long acted, 
" and particularly to his two noble friends, 
" whose unquestionable integrity and su- 
" perior talent^ntitled them t(f the great 
" station whicn they must ever hold in 
" the opinicms of mankind. It was to se- 
" cure that pre-eminence that be made 
" these observations, because he knew 
" that nothing could ever secure con- 
*/ tentment and happiness tn this coun- 
"try, but the PROTECTION AND 

DOMINION OF THE LAW.""- 

These are the true doctrines of tlje Cop- 
stitutioii of England. May they be, by 
her courts of law, for ever established! 

T I cannot help pointing out to the 
reader, how cdmpletc my lord Erskine"s 
answer is to the doctrine of the two no¬ 
blemen who preceded him, as to the de¬ 
gradation of applying to the crown for 
support. They said, that to applj' to the, 
king (meaning to order the Attorney Ge¬ 
neral to prosecute) would be degrading to 
the Honourable House. Aye, said my' 
lord Erskine, but they have applied to the 
kin»; not for the aid of his laws; but 
for the aid of his There was 

no answer to lord Erskine ; and to an¬ 
swer him was impossible.-The two 

noblemen seemed to have forgotten, be¬ 
sides, that, in the case of Mr. Reeves, the 
Honourable House did apply to the king 
for the aid of his Attorney General. A 
jury declared Mr. Reeves to have com¬ 
mitted no crime, and this was urged by 
Mr. Sheridan as a reason why the house 
should not proceed in the same way 

3 rain ! - -- 'But, why need the Houourable 
ouse, if it does really esteem it a degra¬ 
dation, apply* to the crown ? They have' 
the power to employ any other legal per¬ 
son as w«]l as the Attorney General to 
act for them; to prosecute for libels 
against them ; and, therefore, this argu¬ 
ment seems to have not a more solid foun¬ 
dation than the others»that has been used 
in defence of the exercise of the dreadful 
power in questioa.——Thu *)fi>JlowiDg pa¬ 


ragraph, in the Morning Cbrohicla«of 
the 9 thinstant, is so excellent, in every re* 
sped, that I cannbt refrain from inserting 
it, and, in so doing, I am sure I aball 
give great pleasure to the reader. -— — 
“ In all times of danger to the Constitu* 
" tion, as we stated yesterday, great au- 
" thorities have risen up to preserve the 
" dominion ^of the Laws, against over* 
" strained assumptions of power. Thus 
" Lord Holt, in the beginning of the last 
" century, when threatening resolntiontf 
" were passed to stop the jurisdiction of 
*' the Courts of Law in a question of Privi- 
" lege, maintained with such powerful 
" dignity the authority of the Law, as 
*' compleatly to preserve the rights of the 
“ subject. Thus, on the memorable oc* 
" casion of general Warrants, did Lord 
" Camden assert the illegality of the pro- 
ceeding. And thus has lx>rd Erskine 
'* now, with the same constitutional spirit 
" which animated his eloquence when de- 
" fending the subject at the bar, stood up 
to maintaiiithe dominion of the law, as that 
" alone which Englishmen can recognize. 

His speech in the House of Lords, on 
" Monday, will be held in reverence while 
" the liberties of these kingdoms shall be 
dear to our memories, even if we are to 
bo doomed to think of them only-as' a 
" blessing which i.s past. It breathed 
“ the true and genuine doctrine of the 
“ Constitution ; and we trust wdll have the 
“ efiect of making other Lawyers recon- 
sidcr their assertions."" 

Parliamentary Reform.- In the de¬ 

bate, ill I he House of Lords, before meis- 
tioned, lords Grey and Grenville spoke 
upon the subject of Parliamentary Reform. 
The former said, that he retained his old 
opinions respecting Parliamentary Reform,^ 
and that he now thought this reform more 
necessary than ever. But, he disapproved 
of “ tlu clamour,'’ now raised against the 
parliament altogether,* and, in this, at 
least, lord Grenville' agreed with him. - — ■ - 
The ility-JMcVs, who are signing, at what 
rale I know not, a Declaration against the 
proceedings of the Livery, say, ioo, that 
" attempts are industri 9 asiy made to vi- 
“ lify and degrade the by the 

" most wfmatded calumnies’’ -Now, in 

the first place, the Honourable House 
is not the legislature, and no complaint ha« 
been beard against either of the dtheir 
branches. In the next place, that which 
is true is not calumnious^ msehood being an 
indispensible ingredient in the composi¬ 
tion of calomny.——But, before I go any 
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liirther, let me take the whole of my 
lord Grenville’e speech, as reported in the 

Morning Chronicle_** Lord Grenville 

entirely concurred with his Noble 
" Friend (Earl Grey) and expressed his 
''deep regret that any persons should 
" hav^ been so deluded as to attack the 
" powers andprivileges of parliament,upon 
" which depended the veryjexistence of 
** the Constitution, and the welfare and 
'* prosperity of the country. To Parlia- 
' ment the people were indebted for their 
" liberties, tor.their prosperity, and for ail 
" the advantages they had hitherto en- 
" joyed. Takeaway the powers of Par* 
"liament, and these deluded persons who 
" now-clamoured against them would soon 
•"find that the "liberty and prosperity of 
" the people would cease to exist. It 
"was through the means of the Parlia* 
" ment that the liberty of the people was 
" first established; it was by Parliament 
" that that liberty had by wise and whole* 
" some laws hden placed upon a firm and 
" secure basis, and like their ancestors 
" they ought to rally round FarliaiftaU to 
" preserve its authority ihviolate ; for were 
" it to be deprived of those privileges 
" upon which depended its power and 
" dignity, to what source could the people 
" look for the maintenance of their own 
"■privileges a»d» their own libertfes ? 
" They could indeed hope to derive little 
" aid from the Crown if once the privi- 
" leges of Parliament were gone. The 
" Noble Secretary of State might' at-^ 
" tempt a defence of Ministers, but it 
" was to their misconduct that much of 
" the ovjl that had arisen was to be at- 
" tributed. They had violated the Consti- 
" tutioH on their first entrance into office, 
" and had ever since been acting in con- 
tradictiontothe best interests of the country ” 
* .- Well, but, if this latter part of the re¬ 

ported speech be true; if the present mi¬ 
nisters did really " violate, the constitution 
" upon their first entrance into power, and 
" have ever since been acting,in contradiction 
" to the best inteiests qf the country if, as 
my lord Grey asserted, the present mi¬ 
nisters are " men without sjfstem, without 
" plan, existing* only by expedients from 
" day to day; men who have endangered 
" the best interests of the country; men 
" whose proceedings dl'e so iniquitous, that 
" to,support them would be a breach of trust 
" and <d' duty” in Lord Grey and others : 
if this be the case ; if these assertions, in 
these reports of speeches, be true, is it very 
oonsistent'with justice to accuse the peo¬ 


ple of clamour and folly and factiousttess for 
being dissatisfied with the House, who have 
approved of all the acts of these same mi- 
nis^ters, and who do still support these 
same ministers ? Mr. Ponsonby called 
these ministers " the Demon of England 
and, are the people to be called “ deluded/*^ 
because they wish for a reformation in^ 
that House, by whom these ministers have 
been, and are, supported, and will still be 
supported, in spite of all Mr. Ponsonby 
and his two noble friends can say to ^the 
contrary ?—The ministers, indeed, might, 
with some shew of argument, complain of 
the " clamours” (if they will .call them 
clamours]^ of the people ; but, as to " the 
" gentlemen opposite,” they who have, m 
fact, called upon the people to complain. 
They did, indeed, desire them to complain 
of the ministers; but, the people, " de- 
'• luded” as they are, were -not fools 
enough to be deluded into. that. It would 
have been as stupid as it would be to pro¬ 
secute, not the mah who stabs you, but 

the dagger, with which he does it.-- 

Loro Ekskine has declared for a Rrform 
of Parliament. It must give every one great 
pleasure to perceive this. Mr. Erskine, 
his son, made the declaration for him, it 
seems, at the last meeting of the Whig- 
Club. This is very important. Others 
will and must follow ; *and, in spite of the 
Boroughmongers, the Reform we shall 
•have.-But again, 1 say, no haste. Fol¬ 

low the advice of our leader: seek reform, 
as be says, in his Answer to the Middle¬ 
sex Address, by " quiet, easy, and peace- 
" able means.”—There is no occasion for 
hurry. The whole nation, those excepted, 
who, in one way or another, live upon the, 
taxes unjustly, wish for a Reform. They 
are convinced, that nothing else can save 
the nation from destruction. But, why 
do 1 talk of opinions and of wishes ? The 
taxing-papers and the paper-money would, 

. were the whole national wish against the 
measure, produce that measure; though 
they might produce along with it a very 
serious convulsion.— Sir John Anstru- 
THERj who has lately beenayui(^e in India, 
under Lord Wellesley, but who is now 
a member of parliament, and " oae of the 
" gentlemen opposite,” is in the report of a 
late debate, said .to have spoken Jhus; 

"Sir J. Anstruther urged the qpinioa 
" which he had before expressed, that 
" the House ought to have the privileges 
" of which some men would deprive them, 
" or thtfir authority would cease. As to 
"ihe Ministiirs, he did say a former 
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** occasion, that if they bad em -hereditary 
•• permarten' tenure of their qfica, he would 
still maintain theo) agaiatt the principles 
** qf theae who contested the privileges qf that 
*• House. For certainly, if the question 
** wefe put to him, whether he should sup- 
pojrt those Ministers, hawerer unfit for 
" tkdr offices, and of that unfitness he was 
*‘JuUy perstiaded, or consent to the direct 
overthrow of thecoratitutum, be could have 
** little hesitation in deciding which course 
** to take. If there were no othpr alter- 
** aative than that of supporting such Mi' 
*' nisters with all their infficiency, or ex- 
** posing the country to the danger qf re- 
" volution, he believed there tyere few 
** rational men who would not concur 
with him in defending the Government 

** even under their administration.”- 

Now, the mistake of the late Judge, is, 
those who wish for the protection of law, 
of courts and of juries, do not wish for a 
revolution. England has had one revolution, 
. and though that was, and, ■ even to this 
day, is, styled a “glorious" event, God 
defend us from another! No, no ;• we do 
not want to “ overthrow the constitution 
we want, as my lord Grey says, to restore 
what time, or, rather, corruption, has 
eaten away. We want to put an efiectual 
stop to the selling and Inking qf seats in the 
Honourable House, a practice which Mr. 
Ponsonby " declared to be as notorious as 
*' the sun at noon daya practice, 
which the Speaker, not a year ago, said 
he had heard avowed within the walls 
" of the House and, at the very mention 
of which, he said, " our ancestors would 
" have started with indignation.” This 
is nhat we want; and this is what we 
never will be content, and never cease 

from our labours, till we have.<-1 am 

aware, that there are men, who would 
join any^ body ; who would call in any 
aort of aid, and from any quarter, rather 
than yield the point; and, 1 am, therefore; 
asfare, thatit behoves the people, and the 
king too, to be upon their guard in this 
respect Those who have so long fattened 
upon the trafficking in seats, and who, in 
general, have all their dependence upon 
such traffic; itbis boroughmonger crew 
would see Fbgland sunk for ever, all her 
statutes scattered to the winds, rather 
than abandon the traffic. They care not 
what becomes of the wuntry, unless the 
country will sufier their trade to remain. 
But, though they mi^ do some desperate 
deeds, they will not dnmiy succeed. The 
work of tM Ueform will go aon in spite of 


them ; and England, once more loosened 
from their degrading trammels. Will again 
be ^eat, free, and happy. 

City or London Meeting. -1 could 

wish to gWe an accoilnt of the proceed-- 
ings at this Meeting; but want of room 
prevents me even from inserting (but which 
1 certainly shall do in my nextjthe Resolu¬ 
tions and Petition agreed to at the Meeting, 
and which documents, after having been, in 
our day, read with the pleasure they are 
so eminently calculated to excite, will go, 
down, 1 trust, as a lesson to our children’s 

children.-^Thc Petition was presented 

to the Honourable Hoese on the 8th in¬ 
stant, and an interesting debate ensued 
upon the question for its being laid upon 
the table. The debate was adjourned, ‘ 
and, of course, without a decision of the 
question. The objection to the petition 
appears to have come from the ministers ; 
and, it must be confessed, that Mb. Per¬ 
ceval could nut be expected to give it a 
very gracious reception. Thrj language of 
the petition was complained of: it was 
assert®!, that the evident object of it was 
to insult the House. What! any one 
think of insulting the Honourable House! 
- Mr. Whitbread defended the peti¬ 
tion, and was answered by Mr. Perceval. 
The former, in answer to an assertion, that 
there were many of the 'Livery, who did 
not agree to the petition, said: " This , 
•• was a curious doctrine for one of his 
“Majesty’s Ministers to advance; for 
'g how, he asked, would it tell against his 
“ colleagues, who considered their triumph 
“ complete, because they had a majority 
“ only of thirty-eight on the question of 
“ the Walcberen Expedition i if he asked 
“ where was ' the justice end dignity of 
“ *the House of Commons,’ and where 
“ was its justice and common sense, whert • 
“ a shield was thrown over the delinquents, 

“ Mr. Perceval and Lord Castlereagh, who 
“ had trafficked for seats in the House :—wm 
“ not the dignity of the House forfeited 
“ oh that occasion, and therefore where 
“ was the insult in calling upon it to re- 
“ trace its stejps ? The House was told 
** that seats in Parliament were sold; 

, “ could it be denied f and 'were the people 
i* supposed to be insensible to the fact?.-. 

“ He called upon Gentlemen to examine 
“ the Journals, and'palliate the oflence if 
“ thdy could. What, he asked, could be 
“ said of the construction of the House of 
“ Commons ? A Gentleman had been ftp* 

“ pointed Teller of the Exchequer, and 
“ yacated his seat in consequence; He 
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" wa» sent back to the county which he 
** bad represented for years, and was una- 
** nftnously rejected; the county returned 
“ another Member, and the Teller of the 
*' Bschequer was nominated to haioe a seat 
" in the House by a Peer. Was it then aston- 
" ishing that the People were called upon 
*' to examine the construction of the House 

" of Commons?*'- Mr. 5*^Rceval, as 

will appear from his speech, was very 
much nettled at this. lie attacked Mr. 
Whitbread as well as the petitioners and 
their?petition. He said that Mr. W. was 
setting an example to the discontented. 
He is,” said he, ‘j prepared to lead such 
Petitioners in the way of insult to the 
House of Commons, and to tell them it 
•" is the language which tl>ey ought to 
" hold towards this House, and towards 
" the Constituted Authoi'ities of this enun- 
“ try; undoubtedly. Sir, the Honourable 
" Gentleman woulcf uutonly not object, but 
“ be desirous to receive a Petition, which 
he would*b*e desirous of presenting; 

“ and, therefore, 1 conceive, that the ar- 
“ gument and the observations of the 
" Honourable Gentleman are grounded on 
*• sentiments which will not have any 
“ great weight with any considerable 
" number of individuals in this House, 

** with whatever violence he may bb 
“ pleased to ui^« them, of which violence 
w'e have had a specimen to-night; for, 

*' indeed, he says, that on this side of the' 
“ House there have been various means 
" used, which are caladated not only tg‘ 
" brmg this House into difficulty, but also to 
bring this country into d'fficulty; that we, 
on thi^ side of the House, are not men 
who will be able to fight the battle against 
the foe—1 know not who the foe is to 
“ whom he alludes, but if this battle is to 
• •• be fought against the discontented part of 
“ the Uvery of London, or of any other dis- 
contented Petitioners, I trust, we shall be 
« ABLE TO FACE THIJM, even if we 
" should have to*cuntend with them and 
*• the Hon. Gentleman at (heir head ; but 
" whatever may he the fate qf that battle, 
*• I trust that we shall have spirit enough 
** in this House to resist, and to shew to 
" the discontented, even if they should be. 
•• headed by that Hon .'Gentleman him- 

** self, we shall not be appalled.”-^ 

This is a very ciA'ioais jphrase, this 
hrase of •• dmontetUed ‘fietitioners. ” 
do not kfiQw, that 1 ever heard it 
before, even from any one in the Pitt 
«chool. Of “ contented petitioners” the 
petition woa}d, of course, be agreeable. 


And so, then, we obtained^ or Mered, 
for ourselves, at " the gUrrious Revolu* 

" tion,” the right of presenting petitions, 
expressive of our contentment! Oh, glmious 
work! God defend us, as I said before, 
from another Revolution! But, to come 
to that part of Mr. Perceval’s speech, 
where be speaks of the insult to himself. 

-" Having,” says he, “ charged us 

" with doing that which no power under 
" heaven can make legal, they say, that 
" they are not surprised that you should have 
“ done so, considering how this Housb it 
" constituted, and that they ^vimiot help 
" expressing their indignation and disgtat 
" at such an House qf Commons. Why, 

'* Sir, is this language which any gentle* 
" man can doubt was intended as an insult 
“ to this House ? And when they aliect 
“ to adorn us with the epithets honouh- 
'' ABLE and RESPECTABLE, conuny man doufif 
“ tk^ mean to insult us, under the mask of 
" humility—under the phrase of " hum* 
'* ble conception,”—-and the like. But 
“ some gentlemen seem to think that this 
Petition was proposed to be rejected on 
" account of it referring to matter, in 
“ which my onvn conduct is concerned, I 
" think Gentlemen will hardly persist in 
saying so, when flicy remember that the 
« Westminster Petition, which was re- 
ceived, had obscrvtltions reflecting on 
" myself, and which did not, on that ao 
" count, prevent me from assenting to its 
“ reception. We have received a Peti- 
tion from the constituents of a person 
“ who is gone to the Tower, when there 
“ was hardly time to deliberate on thg 
subject of it, but although the Petition 
“ was objectionable, yet it was thought 
“ improper to be captious, and the House 
“ received it; but is it the same thing 
“ when this course is to be' pursued day 
•• after day,' and week after week. Is not 
this a design manifested on the part of 
»* these Petitioners to offer indignity to 
" this House. Sir, there mc^certain mia- 
chuvout persona employed in this pursuit, 
“ and the purpose is to vilify and degrade 
“ both Houses of Parliament, and to be- 
stow ptirlicuiar praises upon the Throne, 
“ under the hope, thcrebvj.the more suc- 
•• cessfully to degrade the other two 
" branches of the Legislature; and, I am 
'* sorry to say, there are perSbns in this 
** House, who are desirous to assi^ them, and 
" who are desirous of using the strongest 
" language that can be used by way of 
“ holding out au example to others.” ■ - 
To this Sir. iVhitbreaU answered; " The 
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9* Chancellor of the Exchequer says, that 
*' it is Che intention of these Petitioners to 
" insult 'this House ; 1 say that the view 
" which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
** takes of that subject, is erroneous—But 
the Right Honourable Gentleman has 
•• been pleased to say, that I speak in 
bitter Ungaage of the dignity, or want of 
•* dignity of this,House—or of the justice, 
** or of the want of justice of this House, 
** or rather of the criminal ir^uslice of this 
" House.—I say these words are necessary 
" for me to convey the idea I have of the 
want of dignity, as 1 apprehend, of this 
•• House ; Hie idea I have of the want of 
justice, or rather criminal injustice of this 
" House.— I will tell the House of"Commons^ 
“ that, to the day of my death, I wUlfs'ht the 
** cause of the people in the House of Com- 
*' mans, against the House of Commons; when 
*' they do not give due attention to the interests 
** of the people ; and I do know' that 1 am 
** speaking the language of truth, as I 
*'feel it, when 1 speak of the injustice of 
the H 'use of Commons ; and either in 
this House, or out of it, wil* I speak it.” 
—Mr. Perceval does not appear to 
have had leisure, upon this occasion, to 
wipe away the charge that Mr. Mauocks 
preferred against him. There vv.is not time, 
douhtle.ss. But, really, there is one 
part of the Honourable Cliancellor’s 
speech, which is eminently calculated to 
alarm one. He is reported to have put < 
this question to the House : ■' When they 
(the discontented petitioners) ‘i atfect to 
adorn us with the epithets and 

respectable, can any man doubt, that they 
" mean to insult us r’ What! Do I reatl 
right? Do 1 see what I read ? One must 
taike care what one is about, then. Insult 
conveyed in the epithets honourable and 
respectable? What! what is one to do, 
then? What is one to say? If this is the 
case we may shut up the book. Honour- 
able and respectable necessarily imply, or 
mean, something degrading! Why, what 
shpuld make any man think so ? What 
should m'dke any man saspect it?—> 
There is no such thing as explaining this j 
and, therefore, I will proceed to a remark 
or two that I ^have to uilepupon the de¬ 
claration of the City-Jobbers. Their “ de¬ 
claration,” or protest, is an old trick 
new-vamped. They thetnselves are some 
of the same persons who composed Pitt’s 
Addresses;' Had they were all the imme¬ 
diate descendants of the abhorrers in the 
reign of Charles II. But, unluckily for 
the success of their presen^t, operations. 


they have not means excitdng alarm. 
There is no revolution going on in France; 
there are no political clubs or societiel in ' 
England; it is the general conviction ^ the 
people that speaks; and the people' want 
••nothing new;” no revolution; no inno¬ 
vation ; nothing but the well-known laws 
and constitution of England. So far are 
those, who \|rish for reform, freni bearing 
any regard for, or partiality towards, the 
foreign foe, that they detcist him as a 
despot, who punishes according to his ab¬ 
solute will, who keeps the people i» awe 
by a military force, and w'ho insults them 
with the mockery of representation. The 
Boroughmongers and their hirelings would, 

I dare say, give their eyes for a plot. 
But, no plot will they hnd. There is no 
disposition to plot nr conspire; nor is 

tlure any occasion for it,-We who 

call for reform are the king’s best subjects, 
because we wish to remove every thing 
that is unconstitutional, nnd thereby to 
strengthen the thr«>ne. Irt she report of 
his speech, Mr. Perceval is represented 
as finding fault with the Reformers, be¬ 
cause they •• besUiw particular praises upon 
•• the throne.” Wljat next ? What shall 
we be accused of next ? No : it is not 
“ particular praises”- that we have, as far 
as 1 remember, bestowed at any time upon 
the'ihrone; but, we have,-or I, at Veast, 
have, invariably asset ted the just rights 
and prerogatives of the throne, and these 
I know to be absolutely necessary to the 
safety of the people. Every act of bo- 
I'ough-mongeririg; every act by which the 
rights of the people are violated, is so 
much done against the throne ; aryJ, I say, 
and always shall say, that the king and 
his family have asstiong, and stronger, 
reasons to wish for Parliamentary Reform 

than any of the people have.-No : the . 

cityjobb^s cannot conjure op a plot; and, 
unless they do that, they do nothing. 
They cannot again cajole the people into a 
belief, that there is danger from Jacobinical 
principles. They would, had not a iittk 
mvfartune deprived them of him, have 
had noble assistance from Joitn Bowles, 
who would have fought hard for a revival 
of the- Anti-Jacobin trade and calling. 

‘ But even John would not have succeeded. 
Common, Sense has resumed its sway. 
Buonaparte* has ..mkde a Queen of the 
King’s eldest daughter, and has married a 
daughter of our ancient and faithful ally, 
the Emperor of Germany and king of the 
Romans. There is,. therefore, alas I no 
means of getting up a jacebinical plptj 
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and the City-Jolibers and their natural 
allied} .the boroughmongers, may hang 
themselves in despair. It is necessary, 
however, for the friends of Reform, to be 
patient, not to sutler themselves to be irri¬ 
tated into violence of any sort, being as¬ 
sured, that what th^ wish for mutt come. 

■-1 have taken for my motto a para¬ 

graph of news, respecting the sttf'rounding 
of London w'ith troops. I hope, that this 
is riot true ; and, indeed, I cannot believe 
it |o be so. 1 have, by way of reminding 
the ministers of the inutility of employing 
troops to keep down popular discontent, 
quoted a passage from our own history. 
It is a measure that never did yet succeed, 
.and I do earnestly hope, that it will not 
«T)w be attempteilT What a fine figure, in 
that case, would this nation present to the 

world ?-Now', now, in spite of all that 

the desperate may whisper in their ear, 
now, eoennow, is the time f ir the minivers 
to close with the people; to conciliate 
them ; to give* them reasonable satisfac¬ 
tion ; to hear their compiaints with pati¬ 
ence and with kindness. Tbos may a 
world of expcnce be saved; and in all 
human probability, very great and lasting 
discontents prevented. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Botf^, lOth 1810 . ^ 


. NARRATIVE, 

Reiating to Mr. O’Connor. 

The public will not have forgotten, that, 
at the time when the forcible entry was 
made at Sir brancis Burdett’s house; at 
the time, when the army was called forth to 
’execute the Warrant of the Honourable 
House; at the time when the soldiers, in 
pursuance of this object, entered Sir 
Francis’s dwelling, forced this true Eng¬ 
lishman’s Castle, and, with muskets load¬ 
ed, bayonets fixed, swords draw'ii, and the 
match at the touch-hole of .the cannon, 
succeeded in forcing him to a prison ; at 
that time Mr. Roger O’Cojinor was in 
Sir Francis’s house.—The public, or, at 
• least, that part of the public, who have 
been, for the last fifteen years, in the habit 
. of attending to political matters, know, 
that about thirteen years ago, Mr. Arthur 
O’Connor, a younger brother of Mr. 
O’Connor, was charged* wkh treasonable 
designs; and, after some vain attempts at 
producing a legal conviction of him, the 
govefnment of Ireland entered into a 
treaty with him, agreeing to drop all pro¬ 
ceedings against certain of his friends, 
and to put a stop to the works of the army 
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against the people to whom be was known 
to be attached, upon condition of hia 
giving them whatever information he 
might posseas, relative to the views and 
resources of the people in insurrection, and 
upon the further condition of his emigrat¬ 
ing to any country not at war with Eng¬ 
land. In consequence of this treaty Mr^ 
Arthur O’Connor emigrated, and is, at this 
time, urider.stood to be the conductor,of a 
celebrated print, called the Argus, pub¬ 
lished at Paris, in'the English language^ 
a print which, it is supposed, and, perhaps, 
truly, has done, and is doing,, a great 

deal of injury to this country.-When 

the peculators and boroughmongers and 
their abettors are hard pushed; when 
they are driven into a corner; when they 
have no defence to oiler, and when even 
their arts of shuilling and lying and false 
swearing and canting fail them; when 
thus hemmed up, they have (as tlie atten¬ 
tive observer must well know) always re¬ 
course to charges against those who are 
their exposers ; against those from whose 
powers ®f detection and exposure they 
meet with annoyance. Tliese Public 
Robbers, like private robbers, and, indeed, 
like real criminals of every sort and de- 
scri|)tion, always, instead of thinking about 
*their own defence, think about nothing 
but of the manner, in wiTich they shall at¬ 
tack the motives, or the character, or both, 
of their accusers. They do not say : " the 
•• charges preferred against us are false 
^tiey dare not say : " the things alledged 
" against us are not crimes.** But, unable 
to deny either the criminality of the deeds 
or that those deeds have been done by 
them, they say nothing at all about the 
charges against themselves, but fall to the 
preferring of charges against their ac¬ 
cusers ; charges, too, which have nothing 
in common with, which have no sort of 
connection with, the charges preferred 
again.st them, and which they do not at¬ 
tempt to repel only because thdy cannot 
repel them. - In default of ttulh, they 
never scruple to resort to falshood, in these 
their- charges; but, their more common 
way is to make up that sort of mixture of 
both, which, when applied to a purpose 
like tbat‘here spoken of, is called murspre- 
sentation, and which is, perhaps, the basest 
of all possible modes of hostility.——To 
this mode of attack the Borougnmongers 
and their hirelings had recourse, upon the 
occasion of Sir Fraycis’s Commitm^ent tO' 
the Towel. They saw him in prison: 
they saw that physical force had prevail¬ 
ed over him. This they would l^tve liked 
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well: this would have delighted them: this 
would have flattered their guilty souls 
with a promise of a cessation, at least, of 
those deadly hostilities, which Sir Francis, 
at the head of the people of England, and 
of the whole kingdom, was M'aging against 
them. But, they saw; to their inexpres¬ 
sible mortification, they saw, at the same 
time, that the soldiers had been called out; 
they saw, that horse, foot, and artillery 
had been marched to London; they saw 
that it required an army, aye, a larger army 
ihan, I Itelieve, we have now in Spain and Por- 
tunal, to take the unarmed Sir I'rancis 
Ho that prison, to 'Ahioli a vote of the Ho¬ 
nourable House had doomed him ; they 
saw, that it required THE CO-OPEUA- 
TION OF THE AHMY to enforce the 
Orders qf the Honourabfe Home against the 
avowed and well-known enemy of injus¬ 
tice, cruelty, eprruption, and public rol> 
bery. All this the Boroughmongers and 
their hirelings saw; all this they knew 
right well the nation and the world 
would see too; they were fully aware of 
the eflecte of such notorious and striking 
facts; they knew well, they felt, they 
were taught by instinct, that, in minds 
even the least cultivated and accustomed 
to reasoning, the right, the true, the ine¬ 
vitable, and (to them) the dangerous con-' 
elusion must be*-drawu from those facts, 
and, in due time, beaded upon, unless the 
public could, by some extraordinary ef¬ 
fort, be instantly misled by falshood, or 

intimidated by alarra.-Accordingly^ 

soon after the commitment took place; 
soon after the Piccadilly Expedition had 
been crowned with success, the Borough- 
mongering crow set to work, in their 
vehicles of falshood. First they would 
fain have persuaded the world, that it 
was nothing but *' a contemptible rabble,” 
who opposed the imprisonment of Sir 
Francis; but, then, there was the army ; 
there wdre the cannons planted in the 
streets and squares ; there were the armed 
boats brought up the Thames and stationed 
opposite the Honourable House. There 
was no getting rid of these facts; and, un¬ 
less they could be gotten rid of, it vras, 
the Boroughmongers saw, in vain to at¬ 
tempt to cheat the world into a belief that 
the friends of Sir Francis were “ a coa» 
** itmptibh rabble .”—next fetch was 
to accyse the friends of Sir Francis with 
violent and murderous actions; with firing 
.off pistols, in the streets, at the army; 
and with having forified a design to block 
up the ends of streets ai^ tumble down 
the bricks and tiles upon .the heads of the 


. army. If this had beenirue, it would have 
afibrded nothing in support of the asser¬ 
tion of the friends of Sir Francis bhing a 
« contemptible rabble;” but it was noto¬ 
riously false; and we have now pretty 
good proof of the falshood in the failnre 
of the ofler of 5001. to bring forth any 
evidence of a transgression of the law hav¬ 
ing been committed by the people, while it 
has been proved upon the oaths of two 
juries, that some of the Life-Guards did 
commit ».wrde»\ upon two, at least, 
pf the people. Thera is no getting over 
this. iSoldiors are sent to aid in execut¬ 
ing an Order of the Representatives qf ' the 
People and, in this execution, the said 
soldiers commit murder upon the people 
while it has not, in any base, been proved, 
that the people, though some of them were 
murdered by the soldiers, committed any 

actof violence upon the soldiers.-What, 

then, were the Boroughmongers smd their 
hirelings to do ? Why, resort to their old 
expedient; namely, abuse, defame, vi¬ 
lify, the persons, by whom this exposure 
bad been produceil. For this purpose the 
accident of Mr. O’Connor’s being in the 
house of Sir Francis, at the time of ite 
being broken open, was eagerly seized on, 
particularly by one writer, who, in his 
conduct upon this occasion, has discovered 
a’ degree of malignity i.nd of cotvardice 
rarely to" be met with even in the crew 
to w’hich he belongs, and never to be 
found ill any other description of men. 

-^The baseness of this man’s attack 

upon Mr. O’Connor is truly unspeakable. 
No words can do justice to it. It was* 
not merely a wanton attack ; Mr. O’Con¬ 
nor was not only an unoflending party in- 
this case, and it was not only attacking 
him for the alledged crimes of his.brotber, 
since he ^t the kingdom, as well as whUe 
he was in it. In addition to all this there 
was the reflection that the assailant was 
favoured by.n strong popular prgudice, ex¬ 
isting in England, against the very name 
of OXonnor; and, the assailant, however 
deficient in point of understanding and 
talent, had cunning enough to perceive, 
that this prejudice would, in s^me degree, 
at any rate, work for him and his abo¬ 
minable cause'.——There was, however, 
something so detestably unjust in the at¬ 
tack, that very fiiw persons were influenc¬ 
ed by it. Detestation was the feeling that it 
generally excited; yet, I could not satisfy 
myself that I had done my duty, without 
bringing the case of Mr. O’Connor fully 
before the English public; and, there¬ 
fore, for the purpose of doing which, 1 
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begged him to fo'rnUh me with a Narra¬ 
tive of what had passed in respect to accu- 
sationf against him by the government, 
which Narrative, indeed, I was the more 
anidoBs to possess, from having heard that 
liberal-minded, kind, and honest man, 
IXiCTOR Lawrence, say, that never was 
treatment more unworthy than that which 
this very Gentleman had received, and, 
concerning which treatment, the Doctor 
sent me some papers, during the admi¬ 
nistration of Mr. Fox and Lord Grenville. 
This ciAiumstance naturally gave a spur 
to the other motives, which led me to de¬ 
sire to possess Mr. O’Connor’s Narrative, 
which having obtained, 1 here present it 

to my readers in Ais ovm words. -Upon 

reading this Narrative, where is the just 
man, who will not join me in execrating 
the recent attempt to excite, to renew, a 
suspicion of his character and his mo¬ 
tives ? Well may he set out w'ith observ¬ 
ing, that the people of England know 
worse than nothii^'cf Ireland, lint, this is 
not strange; “ Divide and oppress,” is 
an old maxim ; and. it would be strange 
indeed, if this maxim were forgotten by 
the Boronghinongers and their hirelings. 
Hence the never-ceasing calumnies upon 
the Irish people. Who-, upon observing 
the manner, in which Mr. O’Connor has 
been s(lbken of, since the affair of Picci 
djlly, would not imagine, that be was a 
low, desperate advenlurer, or, at least, a man 
living upon Sir Francis; a sort of hireling 
patriot; in short, a man almost as des¬ 
picable as if he were a tool, a gulper of 
false oaths under a Bnroughmonger; al¬ 
most as despicable as if he were ajourney- 
man in the work of corruption. Yet is 
Mr. O’Connor a gentleman of ancient 
family and of independent fortune, having 
his possessions in lands, being one of the 
oumers of his native country, and having, 

. of course, all the motives that a man can 
possibly have for preventing that country- 
from being robbed, lur preventing property 
from being taken from the oumers, of what¬ 
ever description the robbers may be, or 
under whatever name they may approach. 
——With this preface I shall submit the 
.Narrativeto my readers, beseeching them 
to reflect, that Irishmen are not only men 
as well as themtsclves, that they have not 
feelings as well as Englishmen; but 
that Englishmen possess no rights, to the 
enjoyment of which Irishmen are not 
Julfy entitled, and that, to dehy this propo¬ 
sition is to declare open war against the' 
people of Ireland, and fully to justify 
•very act that they have, or may, com- 
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tnit in hostility to England; a denial, 
therefore, which no one bat a traitor to 
his king and country will ever attempt to 
make. 

Mr. O’ Connor’s Narrative. 

" From a desire to make the people of 
England acquainted with Ireland, of 
which they know worse than nothing, re¬ 
ceiving as they do, all their accounts 
through the medium of a description of 
persons, in^the constant habit of calumni¬ 
ating that people; and from a wish to 
eive the people of England the jneans of 
forming a judgment between the govern¬ 
ment of Ireland (during the residence 
there of Lords Camden and - CornwallisJ 
and mo, it cannot, especially at this mo¬ 
ment, be thought obtrusive in me to lay 
before a just, but prejudiced public, a 
faithful Narrative of those facts, which 
took place in my particular, commencing 
on the 27ih of December J7y6, and end¬ 
ing on the 8th of May, 1803; a space of 
nearly seven years, during the whole of 
which time, a continued Are of persecu¬ 
tion was kept up at me. Connor Ville, 
the former place of my residence, is si¬ 
tuated ^out 14 miles from Bantry Bay, 
where "French fleet made its appearance 
"on the 23d of December 1796. To op¬ 
pose a landing of the trdbps on board this 
fleet, about 5,000 of the Irish Militia had 
advanced and occupied the villages about 
me. For the manner in which my tenants, 
^y friends, and myself treated these men, 
1 refer to the panegyrics in the houses of 
parliament in England and Ireland at the 
time. We cheered them in their distress; 
we administered to their wants, of which 
they had no ordinary share.—On the 
27th of December about 9 o’clock at 
night, such a hideous night as my re¬ 
membrance cannot parallel, 1 was in¬ 
formed that my porter’s lodges were'full 
of soldiers, in quest of quarters. 41 went 
to them. They were in a sad plight. I 
found them to be two companies of the 
Wexford militia, with seven or eight of¬ 
ficers. Day or night, ro^h or smooth, 
my countrymen were welcome to me.—I 
ll?d then a large house, we Ik stored. I 
was in the midst of plenty; full of happi¬ 
ness. I brought all the men to my house. 
My mind has no register of the time they 
remained with me, nor what I did for 
them. My tenants were very good to 
those with them. friends, (that was 
the whole bountry far and wide) opened 
their doors to* this native army; let 
them want^ for nothing; and evjen when 
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the terror of int^ion had gabsided, my 
tenanu and myself presented the poor 
fellows with the biIlet*money, to which 
we were intitled, to buy them shoes, 
and stockings.—1 did my utmost to make 
the situation of the officers as comfortable 
as possible; and this I will say, that I re¬ 
ceived from all, more thanks than were 
due, and experienced their gratitude far 
exceeding the obligation. I learned after¬ 
wards, that these officers, (strangers here¬ 
tofore to me,) had been directed by some 
agitators, to iny house, in the €xpectation 
of mv not admitting them, which was the 
opinion also of all the officers in that army. 

1 dare say, such of them as live at this 
day, will acknowledge that they received 
a more hearty welcome at Connor-Ville, 
than at the house of the most “ loyal” 
man in Ireland; that is, the man that has 
the largest pension, or most lucrative sine¬ 
cure, or post in the kingdom. Whilst 
this division of the army was in their can¬ 
tonments, in my neighbourhood, when 
the men lost their muskets, ba^'onets, 
and ammunition, which frer|ucotly hap¬ 
pened, they came to me; I had the things 
restored to them. The soldiers became 
attached to me. Long, indeed always, 
before the.se events, <1 had been slrobject 
of great jealousy and hatred ; I had ever* 
been in the habiWof committing a crying 
sin in Ireland. I had borne myself so to 
all the people, that they were greatly at¬ 
tached to me. I had appointed arbitra¬ 
tors in «very parish, through an immenss 
district, who decided all controversies/ 
the occupation of the petty.fogging law¬ 
yer was nearly gone; I curbed the 
▼ice of drunkenness; I prevented riots; 

1 did all the good I could. It will 
QOt, therefore, surprize any person, in 
the least conversant with the character 
or complexion of the ruling factions in 
Ireland, that 1 was an abomination to 
them upind when to these vices, in their 
eyes, the. thanks of the poor soldiers were 
snperadded, my crimes were not to be 
endured, and I became an object of sus¬ 
picion and distrust.-.»In this state of things 
(the French force having long left the | 
Coast)( a young man from my neigh¬ 
bourhood bad gone in the beginning df ‘ 
March to see some friends of his at Bantry, 
where he was arrested for administering 1 
the Oath of Union. On being questioned, 
he acknowledged, that he had received it i 
from my Steward, a lad not more than 18 j 
ears of age, who w&s also arrasled ; and , 
oth were conveyed to the prison of 
Cetk, where every means were used to 
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extort confessions from'them lo implicate 
me.—They declared, however, that J was 
the last person to whom they would dis¬ 
close any thingof the kind.—Theirhonesty 
and persistance in truth were called trea¬ 
son to their country, and attachment to 
me ; and a Council was called together 
in Dublin^ at which it was determined, 
that i was very dangerous, and a warrant 
was issued to arrest me on siupicion, the 
act of Habeas Corpus being, at the titaie, 
suspended.—The secret, however, vas 
not well kept. I discovered the qilot. 1 
lay down in my own house the night on 
which I knew that pit attempt was to be 
made to seize on me by a large detach¬ 
ment of horse (attended by lords, esquires, 
and generals, and their‘ifst^il); and before 
they had marched half a mile from their 
quarter-s, I was (at a distance of ]2 miles) 
apprized of their having set out. They made 
their search for me, and a considerable 
depot of arms, which they were informed 
were secreted in the loft^ and cellars of 
my house: neither were there, and 
they marched back. The next day 1 
wrote to the Judge, who w'as then hold¬ 
ing the assizes at Cork, saying, that, " if 
" he would give me assurance ^ a TRIAL 
" then, for any thing that could be al- 
“ lodged me, I would go to him, other- 
“ wise that 1 would not, surrendel-.” ' As 
he was not authorized to give me the as¬ 
surance I demanded, and as I preferred 
the liberty of the common air, and the 
use of iny own limbs, to unlimited impri¬ 
sonment, I stood out, till the latter end of 
April, when finding my health somewhat 
hurt from the manner of my living, par¬ 
ticularly from damp, I left home and camU' 
to England, on the 27th of April, where I 
'remained till the middle of June, w^hen 1 
received advice from home, that sevecal 
of my tenants, and others of the poor 
people to the amount of 51, had been 
flung into prison, and that tw,o unhappy 
men had been induced to swear against 
them. The same packet also contained a 
proclamation, that had been issued by 
Lord Camden on tbe 17th of May before, 
inviting every person to come in and 
surrender, and give security for the peace, 
on an assurance'^ being no further questioned. 
Very happy at the opportunity this pro- 
clathatiou afipi'ded me, to develope .the 
conspiracy against ihe. people in prison, 
and to aid them in their defence, I re¬ 
turned to Ireland, surrendered myself at 
Mallow to Lord Kinsale and sir James 
Cotton, on the faith of the procltunation ; 
performed the terms required of me. 
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which was to give bail to be of the " peace 
for seiten years, of all which I' appriaed 
Lord Camden and his secretary, and Mr. 
Pelham,^ now Lord Chichester, the 18th 
of June. From Mallow I went home on the 

5th of July; and, on the l+th was ar¬ 
rested by Brigadier Gen. Eyre Coote, at 
his campi whither kehad ittvitea me. Before 
he detained me, he looked for greater cer¬ 
tainty, into his orderly book, and there 
found, as he said, an order dated the 1st 
of July m arrest me. On his having done 
so, he was at a loss what to do with me, 
and attended me to Bandon, where I was 
to remain till he should hear from Dub¬ 
lin. On the third day of my stay in 
B^don, I received a letter from Mr. 
Pelham, dated in Dublin the same day 1 
was arrested at the camp near Bandon, 180 
miles-from, town, saying, that Lord Cam¬ 
den wished much to see me in Dublin, 
and that, if 1 \tould comply, I might de¬ 
pend upon my ‘person being perfectly 
cafe from arrest; and that 1 should be 
permitted to return home immediately. 
This letter I communicated to Mr. Coote, 
who said, that as government did not 
know of my arrest, at the time Mr. Pel¬ 
ham wrote, he could no.t let me go till he 
received an answer from Dublin to his 
letter, apprizing .t|)e government of my 
being in custody. In a few days he re¬ 
ceived his orders, which were to send a mi¬ 
litary cfBcer to attend me, and Captain 
Roche and I set out for Dublin.—^Thc 
Captain bad a sword, and he had on his 
sash and gorget. There is a high hill be¬ 
tween Bandon and Cork; we alighted 
from our carriage ; it is a place of ren¬ 
dezvous ; some 20 or 30 carriers were as¬ 
sembled here ; they had not seen r 
since my return from England. Captain 
Roche first saw Kis danger, his sword 
could not defend him, his sash and gorget 
could not protect him. I perceived the 
workings of his mind, a look of kindness 
from me to him would save his life; I 
auperadded a word of esteetn. Captain 
Roche was not molested. We arrived in 
Cork that evening, where we baited for 
the night. A man, of the city got access 
• to me. Cork is the place of my nativity, 
I have friends ihere ; would that every 
man could say the same where he is best 
known 1 I discovered, that it was intended 
to ofier violence to Captain Roche, I pre- 
ventejl it. J took Mm iti safety to Dublin. 
On our way we called at'the camp at 
Ardfinnan, where the Wexford' Militia 
lay. All the olficers -requested of capt, 
Roche to tall Lord Camden the services 1 
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rendered them, and the thanks they owed 
me. We arrived in Dublin, and saw Lord 
Chichester, who liberated me from arrest, 
and wrote to Mr. Coote that I was not to 
be molested again. 1 returned home, 
and in the beginning of September, I went 
to the assizes of Cork for the purpose of 
defending my tenants against the con¬ 
spiracy before mentioned. I sent them 
all to their homes, and prosecuted the 
witnesses, who were both transported for 
perjury, to •Botany Bay. I now hoped to 
enjoy with my family, that peace, to 
which innocence has always ri^t to ex¬ 
pect. I was cruelly deceived. An un¬ 
signed, unsworn-to paper, was sent up to 
the Grand Jury, on the 17th day of the 
assizes, when two of the judges had left the 
County, and a bill of mdictment was found 
against me, Jbr High Treason. On this paper 
I was arrested, and flung into prison, where 
in a dungeon nine feet squtsretfihlxy beyond 
description, I lay rottingfor seven tponlhs, 
never having felt the influence of the sun, 
nor breajhed on by the air, during the 
whole time; at the end of which, 1 wts 
conveyed from this dungeon to the court 
to go through “ a trial” upon charges of 
every s'pdbies of Treason and Rebellion. 
^Two witnesses were brought up, under a 
strong military guard. They w’ere sworn. 
What did they depose ? That they knew 
Ttqfhing of me; that one of these papers 
was written without the knowledge of the 
vvtnesses ; that, when it was read to him, 
4e declared it to be false, and refused 
to swear to it; that he was ofiered j£. 300 
a year to swear to it, and threatened to be 
instantly shot, ff he persisted in his refu¬ 
sal, and he did persist. The other witness 
swore, that what was called bis informa¬ 
tion, was all written down without con- 
.sulting him; that, when he refused to 
sign it, he was threatened to be hanged; 
and that, at length, he was prevailed on 
to put his name to it, on his receiving an 
assurance, that it never was to appear, 
and that it was only a matter of form.— 
/ was acquitted instantly. All the people, 
all the military, expressed their joy; the 
judge trembled; he was seen stretching 
otit his imploring arms from tne bench to 
me, in the dock, amongst robbers and 
murderers; he was heard to cry to m« 
for mercy to protect him ; and 1 did pro¬ 
tect him: not a hair of his head waa 
touched. On my being released, Ldid not 
return even to my heJuse ; I did not even 
take one day’s repose. No ; my beloved 
brother was a prisoner at Maidstone; he 
is one yea» younger |^an I«am; nv# were 
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reared and educated together; never one were lodged in the same prison room, on 
day or night apart for eighteen years. The the 2nd of June, 1798. in July aUpecial 
thoughtof h^m banish^ every other idea commission was opened in Dublin, for the 
from my mind ; I set off to him that very trial of ail those against whom any charges 
night; arrived in London in four days, as hadbecnexhibited;amongst w'honineither 
quickly af 1 could travel. 1 wrote to the my broiher nor I were. Three had been 
Duke of Portland for permission to be ad- executed. Mr. Byrne, a relation of the 
mitted to my broiher; I received his an- Marchioness of, Buckingham, was con- 
swer, at five o’clock next morning, btffour demued,*and wttt to be executed on the 
kite's tnessengers with a warrant to arrest 2'1'lh of July. On Sunday, the 22nd, 
me; and from my bed was I taken to the some neipciation was set on foot, in a way 
house of Mr. Sylvester, and that evening never yet ascertained, between, the ^o- 
was I taken uH for Ireland. We landed verninent and some of tlie staite prisoners 
about ten miles from Dublin, at night; I in Dublin, of which it appears that neither 
saved Mr. Sylvester and the Bow Street my brother nor I had any intimation till 
Constable, my companion, from a watery Tuesday, when Mr. Dobbs and the Sheriff 
grave, and conducted them safe to Dublin, of Dublin entered our apartment, 
where we arrived at three o’clock in the shewed us a paper, purporting to be aii 
morning. 1 now, for the first time since 1 acquiescence, on the part of seventy-three 
left London, lay down, and had not been in of the prisoners, to give information of 
my bed more than three hours, when Mr. any arms, ammunition, and plans of war- 
SyIvester awaked me, to tell me, that ano- fare; and to emigrate> on condition of a 
ther king’s messenger bad, that moment, general amnesty, and ef pardon for Mr. 
arrived from the Duke of Portland to take Byrne, W'ho was to die tl^ day, and for 
tne back instantly to London. This was Mr. Oliver Bond, who was, at that mo- 
Jlbout seven o’clock in the morning ; about merit, on bis trial, if he should becandemned, 
twelve, Mr. Sylvester informed me, that My brother And I declined entering into 
Mr. Cooke desired to see me at the any agreement. Mr. Byrne was ordered 
castle. Mark the instability of'Ibrtune.— for infant execution, which instantly took 
Behold O’Connor, brought by a constable place; Mr. Bund was to die on the Fri- 
to have the libecty of being admitted to day. We beard no ^inore of thf paper, 
the presence of Mr. Edward Cooke! I till* Thursday evening late; when ihe 
did see him; the interview was not ,of same Mr. Dobbs, accompanied by Mr. 
long duration ; the conversation was not Samuel Nelson, one of the prisoners from 
of many words; but it is important. another of the prisons, came to that where 
asked him the meaning of these proceeds my brother and 1 lay. All the prisoners 
' ings; wliat post-haste treason I had com- w’ere called together; Mr. Dobbs pro- 
mitted in the four days that I travelled duced a letter he had just received from 
from Cork to London, above 400 miles, Mr. Cooke, stating, “ that if *my brother 
Hear bis answer, " We do not pretend to " and 1 would cnter.into a treaty with the 
** have any charge against you; but we " government, by which we should engage 
know your power, and suspect your in- to give every information in our power 
cJination; had my advice been taken, " of alt matters relating to the Rebellibn, 

«< you should not have been brought to " and particularly our relations with Jb- 
** trial in Cork. My opinion was, that " reign states, there should be a general'' 
« you should have , been kept in con- " amnesty,‘Mr. Boral should be pardoneiL 
" fineraent under the suspension of the and we should be permitted to emigrate 
•• Habeas Corpus Act, and it now appears “ to any country not at war with England; 

" 1 was right.” Well, that afternoon, “ but tliat, if we persisted in our refusal, 
about two o’clock, I was obliged to set ofi’ ” military commissions should be issued in 
back again towards London, where we ” the north for the trial of the prisoners 
arrive!^, fourth morning, having ** thore, the courts shenild proceed m Dublinf 

been forced to perform journies of nearly ” and the yeomanry should remain on 
1,20)0 giileSf and cross the Irish sea'three “ actioe duly "We both refused. We 
times, wi thirteen days and nights, during said, if there dre ony charts against Ks,'pro- 
ibe whble of .which time 1 never was per- ceed upon them. Why proceed 'against 
mitted to take off my clothes, nor to lay others, because we will not enter into any 
down Jbr more than seven Itours I was kept negociation ? We went to our own room, 
incuatody at the house of Mr. Sylvester till whither Mr. Dobbs presently came. Ha 
my brother's acquittal at Maidstone, when i represented to us the dreadful scenes of 
wa wera b«tU tak«^ Dublint where we t slaughter and devastation that would 
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follovr clo!;e upon our declaration. It 
appe&rs, that my brother was io£lu« 
enced by the^ considerations, and to save 
an unarmed people, he consented to sacri¬ 
fice himself; but I heard these such pro¬ 
posals and threats with a very diflerent ear. 
My answer was, that J set at defiance ail 
their machinations; that I was ready to 
meet any charge that could he brod^kt against 
me; but that 1 never would enter into any 
agreement with the Castle of Dublin 
during my life. Nothing now was left 
unattefiapted to induce me, by very fair 
promises, or to intimidate me by the most 
alarming threats, to sign this agreement. 
Ail were unavailing. At length Mr. Mars- 
OEN rame, as if secretly and as a friend, to 
let me know what, by chance, he had heard 
at the Castle. That it was determined to 
seize my estate, if I did not comply.—My 
answer was, that I was prepared against 
every thing; That I was absolute never to 
comply. In comtequence of which, orders 
were dispatched to the officer command¬ 
ing at Bandon, to send detachments of 
horse and foot to take possession of my 
house, which they did, to the amount of 
between 2 and 300 men; They expelled 
four qf my iifunt children, and my servants ; 
the officers broke open iuy cellars, drank 
all my«wine; they ordered the men to 
kill my sheep and oxen, on which the 
wihole party subsisted; they converted 
my iron gates into shoes for their horses; 
They made firing of w'indows, doors, and 
frames of the house and offices; burned 
dll my farming utensils; destroyed my 
gardens, and the wall trees, the hot-bouse, 
^reeri-honSfe, and all the plants; turned 
all their horses out into young plantations, 
which were ail ruined; stole every thing 
moveable; and committed every species 
of devastation for eight or nine weeks 
that they remained there; For which I 
jnever received one penny as remunera¬ 
tion, from that day* to this.* After this 
visitation, it was again demanded of me 
to sign the paper. My answer was always 
the same. Still was t kept a prisoner ; 
and when those who had enter,ed into the 
agreement were sent to Scotland, I was 
■forced by Justice Atkinson and a company 
of Buckinghamshire Militia, at the very 
point of the bayonci, intorfi coach, convey- 
ed on board a tender, aiwf conducted to 
Fort G’eorge, in which military girrison 
I was kept for a year and ten months, where 
by tfte lenient treataicnt I received, I lost 
the use of my limbs, and was reduced to 
the very verge of life; at the end of whidn 
time I was brought to Loudon, and let 
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GO on the 2'lth January ISO], i^a a 
dreadful recognizance to some immense 
amount, not to return to Ireland, anti to re¬ 
side in suph . part of England as the king 
of England should, from time to time, ap¬ 
point (and Middlesex was named) daring 
the then war. I took a house at Southgate 
in Middlesex, where I resided fur half a 
year; but having no land there, I looked 
out for a place with land, to occimy my 
time. 1 found one to suit me at Elstree. 

As I was* a stranger and as the rent 
amounted to £. 5U0 a year, 1 applied to 
my old friend and companion Sir Francis 
Burdett, who immediately became'my se¬ 
curity. There I lived for one year, when, 
the treaty of Amiens taking place, I was 
desirous of returning to my own country, 
and applied to Sir Richard Ford, the ma¬ 
gistrate, before whom I acknowledged 
the recognizance, to get it up. In vain. 
After many fruitless efibrts, he, at length, 
informed me, that it was determined never 
to give it up, as long as I retained the 
power of living in the South of Ireland. I 
judged if better to part with Connor 
ViLLE than be.shut out from my country. 

I got A LICENSE to go to Ireland, and, 
on the 1st of May, 1803, I let a lease for 
fiver qf the place qf my earliest days. Where¬ 
upon, I got up my recogtiizanre immedi¬ 
ately. I purchased, for forty thousand 
pgunds, from Lord Ifelleslty, the Castle 
and Estate of Duncan, within a few miles 
o(Dublin, where I have resided with my fa- 
tnily ever since, coming over occasionally' 
to visit Sir Francis Burdett and a few 
other friends in England, where, though I 
have estates; I have never been known, di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, to interfere in any 
concerns of the country. 1 never attend • 
ed a public meeting or a public dinner ; 
though I have many friends, I seldom 
associate with any one but Sir Francis 
Burdett and his family.—My fortunb is 
ample ; and, neither 1 nor any one of 
my lamily, ever eat one morsel that was 
not prodwed fixmi our own estates. We 
never received any of the people’s mo¬ 
ney, in the shape of pensions and places, 
nor was any man’s meal or-comforts ever 
diminished by one of us. ^iirei^then« 

I must be a most disloyal Traitor! In 
fine, many, very many, of tire,people 
of Ireland love me; the Mditia was at¬ 
tached to me. I surrendered on*the so¬ 
lemn faith of a proclamation, which fiiith, 
towards mp, was broken; I protected 
Capt. Iloehe; I defended tire Judge; I 
saved Mr. Sylvester and the Bow Street 
Constable., There is no kind of place that 
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has iiot been my prison; my own house, thrown into dungeon af^er ddngeon; and 
camps, guard’houses, taverns and hotels; when you demandedtrial,re(asft(lt tha(trial ? 
castles, wherries, packet>boats, messen- But, surely, I need not ask'these questions, 
ger’s houses, court houses, bridewells. Well, then, is th^re to be no feeling tor 
etate prisons (as they are called,) tenders, him, becattae he is an Iridmm t Are we 
garris<His, palaces; and, as a prisoner, ready to avow this to the Irish people ? 
nave 1 b<«n travelled kboot from my own I trust not; 1 trust that we shall prove to 
bouse in the sooth to Carrit kfergus in the that unfortunate people, that we feel for 
north of Ireland; from the western ex* them as for ourselves; that we are as 
tremity of Wales, io Maidstone, nearly ready to resent their wrongs as we .are 
the eastern extremity of England ; from our own; that, in a word, we regard them 
Ihiblin to Fort George in'Scotland ; as our couR/rymen, and that we ar^ resolv- 
within forty miles of John O’Grot’s house, ed to consider enewtfs as our enemies, 
to Londdn. In mail coaches, hackney This is the way to produce an union .with 
coaches, post carriages, and carts ; on Ireland : a real unibn; an union of the 
foot and on horseback. And*all becau.se hearts of the people of the whole king- 
(for 1 know of no other cause) that, ten dom ; and this sort of union it is that the 
years before the French Revolution, I Boroughmongers and their hirelings would 
saw the absolute necessity of a Reform in wish to prevent. Hitherto, indeed, they 
the Commons in Ireland, which was ac- have prevented it. They have never 
kiiowledged afterwards by the factions of missed an opportunity of misrepresenting 
England and Ireland ; and because 1 the people of Ireland. They have caused 
would not consent to a legislative Union, the people of England* to believe, that 
which I regarded as equally ruinous to those of Ireland were bint upon a sur- 
both parts of the kingdom.—^On the render of their couidxy to France, and 
whole, then, let the people of'England, that ail their demands relating to poli- 
now thai thef&re in possessiott qf their sober tical and civil liberty, were mere pretences, 
tenses, decide between my accusers and What evils have not sprung from this 
me: whether the laws were infringed by accursed source !—I beseech the reader 
aiE, who have gone through every ordeal,., to consider, that it is not in nature, that 
who have always courted investigation the people of Ireland should not Jiate us, 
and enquiry; who for years NEVER if we persist in our credence to these 
CEASED TO DEMAND TRIAL; or by calumnies. It i.s, on all iiand.s, agreeJ, 
THEM, who sought the protection of a that Ireland is our vulnerable part. Docs 
BILL OF INDEMNrrY, passed by 911 it not, then, become us to strengthen that 
assembly of which they themselves mad^ part; to use all the means in our power 
a par£.^^—^Such, reader, is the political of regaining the good-will of the Irisfi 
history, such are the crimes of Mr. O' Con- people, and to induce them to make com- 
nor: such is the person, to have had mon-cause with us against thb cominor^ 
whom in his house, at the time when the enemy ? And, what can be more oj^iposite 
army stormed it, was, if the public had to this than reviving the memory (d those 
been still fools enough, to be set down to the cruel times, to which Mr. O’Connor’s 
account of Sir Francis, and as proof pre- Narrative refers ; than tearing tiic sk'in 
•umptive, at least, that he had wicked de- from the hardly-healed and hardly-hid- 
signs, designs against the peace and safety den wound ! What he has said, he has 
of the epuntry ! Reader, if you be an been cotnfelled to say. He has been ca- 
Englishman, and have neither job nor iumniated in the most foul and infamous 
contract nor place nor unmerited-pension manner. To remain silent might, have 
nor defislcatioh in your accounts with been construed into a consciousness of 
the public ; in short, if you proBt from guilt. Hia calumniators, therefore, are 
no sproies^ of public robbery, .say, how answerable for the revival qf - tlte memory 
ahoul^Lyotc like to be treated as ]Vfr. of that, which he was willing should be* 
O'Connor wOs? How should you like this forgqtten, and which nothing but borough* 
aort of treatment ? How should you like to mongering malignity could h^ve induced 
have your house, your garden.s, your fields, any one to atfempt to revive, 
your pUmtations, laid waste and destroyed, W». COBBETT. 

as his were ! How should you like to be Botley, May 9, 1810. 
harried from prison tp prisqn : to be 

PttblislMHl bjr K. BAQSHAW, 49rydge»-Street, Ceventl^Gardfsn :~Sold also by J. BUDU, Pall-Ms'lU 

1X)KD01N«*-Frloted by T, C. Banard^ Paterborough-Court^ FlccHiJwt, 
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“ Petition me uo Petitions.” 

. Tom Thumb The Gbeat. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

^ SlRi^'RANCIS BuRDfiTT AND THE LiVERY. 

-The Meeting of the Livery of London 

(atpagOTlb) mentioned, in my last 
Number. The Resoluiions and Petition, 
agreed to at that jueeting, will be found 

* in a subsequent page of this present Num- 

' her, followed by an account of the proces¬ 
sion of the Livery, and by the Speech of 
Sir Francis to them, when they, with Mr. 
Sheriff Wood at their head, presented 
their Resolution of Thanks to him in per¬ 
son, on the Esplanade, in the Tower.- 

Their petition to the Honourable House 
was rejected; it was not suffered to lie on 
the table of the Honourable House ; and, 
a-late petition of theirs, relative to the ca¬ 
lamitous expedition to Walcheren, was 
not received by the Jiing; the Livefy 
were refused the honour of presenting it* 

.Jo the*king, cither, on the throne, or at fl)e 
levee; they were refused the honour of 
doming into the presence of the king. 
Well! They have not been refused the 
honour of coming into the presence of Sir 
.Francis! They have met with no refusal 
there. At the Tower they were welcome. 
-The.manner in which this matter was 

• Conducted is so interesting in itself, and 
ihay he of so much consequence in the 
way of example, that I have inserted the 
whole account of it, as publisfied in the 
*' AtraED, OR Westminster Gazette,” 
where I find it given in the fullest man- 
neri.and where the Speech of Sir Francis 
appears to. have b?en inserted the most 

Oorrectly.--To this Speech I need not 

Unit thk *iMertiion of any one, it having 
been ifrfcady read by every creature in 
Englatid, 'capable of reading. Neither 
ileed I pomt out any particular parts of 
it a£S WbrtW 6f remark, the whole being 
too plain to be misunderstood, and every 
word being of importaribe sto the cause of 
public liberty. It is calculated to have a 
great *and lasting effect; and, for this, 
amongst many other things, we have to 
thank the present ministers and these who 

rally round them.” As I was reading 
the account of the procession to the 


Tower, and especially when I came to 
that part, where a description is given of 
the manffer, in which the Livery drfew 
up, on the Esplanade, In be received by 
Sir Francis; when I figureif to myself 
this scene of the audience and tho 
speeches, ft came afresh and all of a sud^ 
den, across my mind, how wise the men 
must have been, how fit to rule a nation 
the men must have been, who were ths 

first cause of all this!-^There can be net 

doubt, that the' proceedings against Sir 
Francis were intended to lower- him ; to 
humble him; to pull him down; and, indeed, 
this object was openly avowed, even bj)> 
those who voted against the commitment 
to the Tower and for the reprimand. 
The scheme has succeeded to admiration^ 

-The public will not have forgotteA 

the celebrated debate of Tuesday, the 
10th of April; nor will they have for¬ 
gotten the effect, whiob, for a few dt^t, 
that debate produced. Where is its ef¬ 
fect ntm ? Where was the effect, of that 
debate, when the Livery of London were 
presenting their address to Sir Francis, in 
the Tower? Mr. Curwen and Sir John 
Anstruther rally round •• His Majesty's 
governmentand the Livery of London 
rally round Sir Francis. This is all very 
natural; and it is just as it should be. 
There is great diircrencc in the way of 
thinking of different men : much depends 
upon taste, in politics as well as in other 
things; but, I dare say, that, if Sir 
Francis had to choose, he would as soon 
have the Livery of. London rally round 
him, as he would have Mr. Curwen and 

Sir John Anstruther.-When the Livery 

and Sir Francis Were upon the Esplanade, 
in the Tower, a reffecting looker-on 
would have .been apt.to exejaim;, " and 
'* all this is the work of Mr. Letij^idce ! 

" Mr. Lethbridge (who would ever hav« 

" thought it!) has produced, in thte w'orld, 

" events like this! Mr. Lethbridge; aye 
" Mr. Lethbridge, is the fatherof an era kl - 

** our history !”—-”Notat all. Mr. Leth¬ 
bridge is as innocentof the whole thing.'or 
of any part of it, as Mr. Dudley Ward or 
Mr. Robert Ward or Mr. Lyltlafon or 

«A • • • 
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Mr. L«mb « Mr. Barham or Mr. Pon* 
sonBy or Mr. Wilber force or Mr. Wind- 
barn or Mr. ^dam or Sir John Anstruthcr, 

late Judge in India.-^The event has 

arisen out of the ^stem of government, 
now in practice, of which system it is one 

of the natural fruits.-^I'he ministers 

plan and execute the calamitous, the death- 
dealing, the unspeakably disgraceful ex¬ 
pedition to Walchercn. The Honourable 
House resolve to have an inquiry into the 
planning and prosecuting of that expedi¬ 
tion, which inquiry the ministry oppose, 
but which ib finally carried. The inquiry 
bein^ about to begin, Mr. Yorke avails 
himself and ihe ministry of tho striding 
order for the shutting of people out of the 
gallery, by which means the evidence is 
retafded in its way to the people, and the 
knowledge of the speeches and questions 
of the several members is wholly kept 
from them. Mr. Gale Jones says, in 
print, that this conduct of Mr. Yorke is 
an outrage on public feeling. Mr. Yorke 
complains of this to the House. The 
House put Mr. Gale Jones ia Newgate for 
having used the words. In a day or tw'o 
after this, Mr. Yorke receives, from the 
minister, a sinecure «place, for life, of 
2,700/. a year, to be paid out of taxes 
raised upon the people. Sir Francis Bur- 
dett- publishes an argument to show that 
the House has wrongfully imprisoned Mr., 
Gale Jones. The House order Sir Francis 
to be imprisoned in the Tower of London. 
Troops, an army, are sent to aid in the 
execution of the order. The Citizens of 
London go in form to the Tower, and 
thank Sir Francis Burdett fur his conduct. 
Thus, we trace back the cause to the 
Walcheren Expedition. But, we must 
not stop there. The cause is further back. 
It lies in that system, without the exist¬ 
ence of which the ministers never would 
have so planned and so executed that or 
any other ^x|}edition. 

Loan Cochiiane’s Sveech. -The 

speech of iiis lordship, made on the sub¬ 
ject of the Navy Estimates, on the 11th 
instant, is worthy of particular attention, 
and, as such.^I shall give it a place here, 
in the s^e manner as 1 did the speech of 

the Speaker about a year ago.-His 

lordship ^eals ia facts; and, certainly, 
more striking facts than those here ex¬ 
hibited to' the public, it would be difficult 

to collect together.-^-Tbc nation grudges 

nothing to those who* really serve it,'in 
whatever department it may be. But it 
'does, at a time like the pftsent, grudge 


its resources to sinecure placemen and 
pensioners, who have never perfoqihed 
any services at all; and who do not, 
because they cannot, pretend to have 
performed any.-Without further pre¬ 

face, I insert the Speech, which wifi 
not fail to speak for itself. 

" Sir ; Indisposition has prevented me 
from submitting to the consideration of 
this House, those matters respecting which 
I had given notice, and the same cause 
has disabled me from paying that attention 
to the Navy Estimate, which I should 
have done, and which I might have done, 
had this Estimate, completed in Feb. 7, 
been printed and delivered to us in proper 
time, instead of a few daya>ago, for which, 
however, I suppose, there was some 
weighty reason. Notwithstanding these 
disadvantages, enough will probably ap¬ 
pear, to shew the nature of the thing, and 
first, as to the manifest injustice of the Pen¬ 
sion List.-An Admiral, worn out in 

the Service, is superannuated at 410/. a 
year, a Captain of the Navy at 219/.; 
while the Clerk of the Ticket Office 
retires on 700/.-The Widow of Ad¬ 

miral Sir Andrew Mitchell has one third 
of the allowance to the widow of a Com¬ 
missioner of the Navy.-Martha, Wi- 

doe. of Admiral Bourmaster, 75 /.; JHary 
Hamijiotid, a Commissioner’s widow, 300/! 
Elizabeth, Widow of Captain Blake, 
60/.; Elizabeth, W'idow of Commissioner 

Lane, .'iOO/.-Four Daughters of the 

'gallant Captain Courtenay, 12/. 10 s. 
each; Daughter of Admiral Sir Andrew 
Mitchell, 25 /.; Two Daughters of Ad¬ 
miral Epworth, 25 /. each; Dadghter of 
Admiral Keppel, 25/. ; Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter .of Captain Mann, who was killed in 
action, 25 /.; four Children of Admiral 

Moriarty, 25 1. each.-Thus 13 daugh^ 

ters of Admirals or Captains, several of 
who.se Fathers fell in the Service of the 
Country, receive from the gratitude of the 
NaticHi a sum less than Dame Mary Sax¬ 
ton, the Widow of. a Commissioner.—— 
This Pension List is not formed on com¬ 
parative Rank or Merit, length of ser¬ 
vices, or any rational principle, but ap¬ 
pears to be dependant on Parliamentary 
influence alone ; for Lieutenant Ellison, 
who lost his arm, is allowed 91 1. 5s.; aod 
Captain Johiiso'n, who lost his arm, has 

only 45 L 12s. tid. -Lieutenant Arden, 

who lost his arm, has 91/. 5s.; Lieu¬ 
tenant Campbell, lost his leg, has 40/.; 
and poor Lieutenant Chambers, who bst 
both his legs, has only 80/. while Sir A* 
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S. Hammond retires on 1,500/. per ann. 
-—-The brave sir Samuel Hood, who lost 
his arm, 500/.; while the late Secretary 
to the Admiralty retires, in full health, 

with a Pension of 1,500/.-To speak 

less in detail, 32 Flag Officers, 22 Cap¬ 
tains, 50 Lieutenants, 180 Masters, 36 
Surgeons, 23 Pursers, 91 Boatswains, 97 
(runners, 202 Carpenters, 'fl Cooks, cost 
'.the country, 4,028/. less than the Net- 
procecds of the Sinecures of Lord Arden, 
20,358/.; Camden, 20,586/.; Bucking¬ 
ham* 20,693 /.—^All the Superannuated 
Admirals, Captains and Lieutenants, have 
but 1,012/. more than Earl Camden’sSinc- 
cure.-Ail that is paid to all the wound¬ 

ed officers of 4he British Navy and to the 
wives and children of those dead or 
killed in action, does not amount, by 
214/., to as much as Lord Arden’s Si¬ 
necure alone, 20,358/.-What is paid 

to the mutilated officers themselves, 

11,408/. 16j. .is but half as much.-^Is 

this justice f Is this the treatment which 
the Officers of the Navy deserve at the 
hands ofthose who call themselves his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government ? does the Country 
know of this injustice ? Will this too 
be defended > If I express myself with 
warmth I trust in the indulgence of the 
Uou.se; I cannot suppress my feelings. 
Should thirty one Commissioners, Commis¬ 
sioners w ives, and cierks,hare S,899/.mor^ 
among them, than ail the wounded Officers 
of the Navy of England? I And, upoi\ 
examination, that the Wellesleys recei^ 
from the public 34,129/., a sum equal to 
426 pair of Liijutenants’ legs, calculated 
at the* rate of allowance for Lieutenant 
Chambers’ leg.—Calculating by the pen¬ 
sion tor Captain Johnson’s arm, viz. 
45/., Lord Arden’s Sinecure is equal 
lo the value of 1022 Captain’s arms. 
-The Marquis of Buckingham's Si¬ 
necure alone, in the Net, will maintain 
the whole ordinary Establishment of 
the Victualling Departments at Chat¬ 
ham, Dover, Gibraltar, Sheerness, Downs, 
Heligoland. Cork, Malta, Mediterranean, 
Cape of Good Hope,, Rio de Janeiro, 

and leave 5,466i. -in the Treasury.- 

Two of these comfortable Sinecures, would 
victual the officers and men serving in 
.all the ships in Ordinary in Great Bri¬ 
tain: viz. in 117 sail of the Line, 105 

Frigates, 27 Sloops, 50 Hulks.-^Three 

of them would maintain, the Dock yard 
Establishments at Portsmouth and Ply¬ 
mouth ; and, by the addition of a few 
more, would amount to as .much as the 


whole Ordinary EstablishiBfthtt of tha 
Royal Dock Yards at Cbathami Woolwich, 
Deptford, and Sheerness; and the Sine* 
cures and Offices executed wholly by de¬ 
puty would more than maintain the Ordi¬ 
nary Establishment of all the Royal Dock 
Yards in the Kingdom. To return to 
this Pension List: 1 observe that Pensions 
given by the Wiiigs to Commissioners, 
Clerks, and others, whom.they forced outto 
make room for their friends, amounted in 13 
months^to about 1,508 /.more than the pre¬ 
sent administration have, by this list, given 
aw'ay in nearly three years that have 
elapsed since.—And the right honoura¬ 
ble Gegtleman, (Mr. Ponsonby,) who, 
two nights ago made so pathetic an ap¬ 
peal to the good sense or the people oC 
England against those whom he was pleased 
to call designing men and demagogues, 
actually receives for having been 13 
months in office, a sura e<mal to nine 
Admirals, who have spent their lives in 
the service of their Country ; three times 
as much as all the pensions given to 
all thfe daughters and children of the Ad¬ 
mirals, Captains, Lieutenants, and other 
Officers who have died in indigent circum¬ 
stances or been,killed in the service! 
and as much as would pay the Officers 
and men employed in the fifteen Hulks 

of the line in ’Ordinary.-^From the 

minute expences noticed in this &- 
timate, viz. for oiling Clocks, killing 
Rats, and keeping Cats, I should have 
supposed that great care was taken to 
have it very correct. It was, therefore, 
with much surprise, I found the name 
of my worthy and respected Grandmother, 
the Widow of the late Captain Gilchrist 
of the Navy, continued on the list, as re¬ 
ceiving 100 /. per annum, though she 
ceased to exist 8 years ago! I shall 

dwell no longer on this subject than just to 
notice, that while all this profuse waste 
of the public money is going on, the 
Builders in our Naval Yards, on whose 
ability and attention so much depends, have 

only 720/. per annum salary, that is only 
20/. more than a retired Clerk ofthe Ticket 
Office. The petty perquisite of a Silver 
Cup, given to them wlien’tby^'launchM, 
and thereby added a ship to the British 
Navy, was taken from them ag a saving to^ 
the Nation, by the mischievous and coi4»- 
temptible Admiralty of 18021 Such are 
the pretended savings, by which, whefi 

any are made, the Country is duped-- 

Were there a prospect of succras, I couM 
point out 16 a Comwittee of the House 
2 A, 2 . . 
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fp^e worthf atteatioD.*r-—The 

Caav^s Departioent (though by no means 
free) yet, leaat supportefi by political in* 
flnence, || probably, that In which the 
abuses might be most easily corrected. 1 
wUi undertake to prpve that, by adopting 
panras of a better quality, a saTuig equal 
to one-fourth of the British Navy may be 
ipade-r-a .saving, equal to the ^ditional 
Ihcqmn tB;ir imposed by the Whigs. The 
remaining tbrpe-fourths of the ships will 
ba more efjpectual than the whole, their 
velocity will be increased upwards of half 
g mile m seven miles ; and thus every 
one will be enabled to capture those 
vessels which at present escape from 
them all; as beside its bad quality, the 
anemy know our Ships of War from 
foreign Ships by the colour of the can- 
yaa, consequently run away the moment 
thoy perceive our black sails rising above 
horizon ; a circumstance to which they 
generally owe their safety, even more 
than to its open texture. I iiave ob¬ 
served the meridian altitude of the sun 
through the fore topsail, and by briliging 
it to the horizon through the foresail, as¬ 
certained the latitude as correctly as other¬ 
wise I could have done^ Any man who 
knows black from white can distinguish 
the difference, as you will perceive by the 
colour of the samples which 1 now shew 

you.-^This (the wliiie) is used by the 

Spaniards, Portuguese, Duleh, Russian, 
Xianisb, American, in fact by ail ships 
except ours. The diflcreuce of price has 
been stated as an object, (contemptible 
id^a!) The paltry uicreose of cost will 
he more than compensated by the supe¬ 
rior wear of the canvas, independent of its 
strength, on which, consequently, depends 
the safety of the ship, and the preserva¬ 
tion *f the lives of dl on board. I shall, 
Qo doubt, hear it urged, that a remedy is 
about to be applied; and so it has been 
everziiice 1 can remember: but remedies 
and redress at Public Boards are sought 
ta vkin; and so it is with respect to the 
bardabipa noticed by an Honourable Ad- 
fnhral, imposed on old and wounded sailors 
by the Harbour duty; which is justly 
ewsidered Jby them as oppressive in the 
highest degreh^more grievous than all 
the other hardships to which they are 
subject.—Snould tab.latter days of a life, 
spent in the service pf the Country, be 
those in which the se^rest duty is im¬ 
posed, and that too, wlieh\wounds^nd in- 
nrmities have rendered mW unequal to 
^the task? CNae person whowntends for 


its continuance says it is a laborious duty, 
and must be executed. This reason,^ 
conclusive, in my mind, why it ’should 
not be imposed on those, whose infirmities 
have rendered them unequal to the task. 
No good conduct, or character from his 
Captain, can, under the present system, 
free an old seaman from this misery. 1 
well remember the sad case of William 
Farley, an inhnn petty Officer ; a man of. 
respectable character, in my own ship, 
who, I thifik, l>ad been in 13 general ac¬ 
tions, and about 20 years in the ser¬ 
vice ; he was sent to be invalided, that, 
by a change, his impaired health might 
be restored, and that he might pass bis 
latter days in peace.—He W9s condemned 
to harbour duty, but obtained leave to 
return to his ship. After a time, being still 
unaliic to. do the smallest duty in the ship, 
he was again surveyed: the same decision 
pa.<ised. Whether this happened a third 
tihie, 1 do not recollect; buf. of this I am 
certain, that he died on board off Brest. 
My Gunner’s mate (1 think his name was 
Ford) was invalided too for this heart¬ 
breaking service, and such was his abhor¬ 
rence of it, that, by permission of tho 
Lords of the Admiralty, he procured two 
sqhstitutes, udto cost him 90/. a sum equal 
to all that with the greatest (Economy, he 
cou'd save in ten years from his pay. Is 
such a recoiupence for services ? If meant 
as a benefit, as asserted by ope officer, it 
should be optional and not compulsive. 
ILgrievances exist, they should be ex¬ 
amined into and redressed, that is the 
mode to pi event bad consequences or 
complaints. We have heard much about 
“ deluding’^ the public ; an unfounded 
statement can injure only the individual 
who makes it. These subjects are woi^ 
thy of being examined by a Committee of 
tlie House, or a deputation ; such as was 
ordered lately to Sombrero.—^Although 
perhaps not immediately arising out of 
that part of the Naval Estimate, which is 
before us, I may be permitted to ask why 
are not the Ships abroad paid, as well as 
the Army? What inconvenience would 
result ? We scruple not to export large 
aums for other purposes, less beneficial to 
the Country tba'n the exertions of our 
Seamen, whose money is annually in¬ 
cluded in the Na^al Estimate, although it 
is not paid to them---i-The Petty Officers 
and Seamen in the East and West Indios, 
Cape of Good, Hope, Mediterranean, Ame¬ 
rica, in foct, every where abroad, do not 
receive one shilling of pay until they are 
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"perttitted to rtfurn to England, often 
afllfcr an absence of twelve or fifteen 
years!—^The Boston's crew, who formed 
one half of my Ship’s Company, joined 
the Pallas with nine years pav dne, al¬ 
though the Boston had been all that time 
#ithin about fourteen days sail of Eng¬ 
land ! I should like to miew where all 
this money is lodged ?” 

Now, what answer will be given to 
, this ? What will Corruption say in an- 
swei*to it? Why, that Lord Cochrane is 
" a demagogue , and will coolly add, 
that if we do not dike this, tw muH lutve 
SuonapartS. 'fhis is what the corrupt 
will say in answer to him. They cannot 
deny the facts; they cannot justify any 
part of the acts; but, relying upon the 
cowardice of the public, they will brazen 
the thing out in the manner 1 have stated. 

-The hirelings of corruption, when 

you drive them up into a corner, are al¬ 
ways sure to* resort to their old threat 
about Buonaparte. They fight you, first, 
in all manner of waj’’s. They scratch, 
kick, bite and spit; and, when nothing 
will avail; when they find that they must 
go; *' well, then,” say they, “ you shall 
« have Buonaparte !' You shall got nj- 
" thing by tlie change at any rate.” » Let 
» any lime look into the publications of the 
boroughmongers and of fheir hirelings, 
for years past, and especially since the 
month of March, 1809, svhoii exposure^ 
became more efficient than theretofore, 
and he will find that this has been their 
constant practice. And, very far am 1 
from believing, that they are not in earnest. 

I have not the smallest doubt, that, if the 
letting in of Buonapart6 depended upon 
them, they would not hesitate a moment 
• to let him in rather than see the people of 
England in possession qf the rigla qf choosing 
freelp the members to serve in the parlmnent. 
This is my real opinion, and it long has 
been my opinion. The sort of persons, 
-whom I have mentioned,.and whom the 
reader need not have more fully described, 
know very well, that they cannot exist 
out of corruption. They are vermin who 
must live in corruption, or who must in¬ 
stantly die; and, they suppose, not with¬ 
out good reason, rtiaj Buonaparte would 
nse corruption, and, of* course, that he 
Would not dislike them. No love of 
countiy have they. They love the good 
things that are produced in it by the la¬ 
bour of others; but, as to the ind^en- 
dence, the character, the renown of Eng¬ 
land, and as to the liberties and happi- 
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ness of the great body of the pMple, they 
are thoughts which never ehtdr their 
midds. Theirs is a dry calculation of 
pr^ and loss ; and, as Buonaparte would 
give them, a much better chance of gain 
than they would have under a change such 
as a demagogue” like Lord Cochrane 
would introduce if he could, they cer^ 
tainly would pr<;fer the former. This is 
something well worthy of the serious con^ 
sideration of the good and sound part of 
the nation. The miscreants, who, in 
Spain, sold themselves to Buonaparte, and 
who are now in the service of his brother, 
were ngjb less loud against " demagogues 
“ and anarchists" than the borough-mon¬ 
gers and their hirelings in England now- 
are. In Spain those who railed against 
anarchists were the very first to join 
the foreign invader; nay they invited 
him to invade their country^ they ac¬ 
tually sold it to him; and ray real opi¬ 
nion is, that the boroughmongers and 
their hirelings would, if hard pushed, at- 
tempt ^o do the same here, though, 1 trust, 
that any such attenmt would be frustrated. 
The sum of what 1 think, upon this sub¬ 
ject is this: that the boroughmongers, 
and the public-robbers of every si?e and 
description, if they saw a cnange ap¬ 
proaching that would put an end to their 
trade, would', if they had it in their power, 
gladly make a bargain w'ith Buonaparte 
and betray the country into his hands, 
rather than see that change take place.— 
Against this, therefore, it is the interest of 
both king and people to he upon theirguard. 
Look at Spain. There is an awful eitam- 
ple for us. There the Robbers saw, that 
the people must become free; that a re¬ 
form in the government must take place; 
they saw no way of avoiding this, which 
they well knew would put an end to their 
power of plundering, and might, perhaps, 
compel them to disgorge: they saw no 
way of prolonging the reign of corruption 
other than that of betraying their country 
into the hands of Buonaparte; and this 
they did. The same has, in reality, 
though not in a manner quite so open, 
been done in other countries. . There has, 
every where, all over the continent of 
Europe, been a struggle betwqpn the pro- ^ 
pie and those who wronged them. Tha 
people have complained and have 
their complaints to be well-founded. They 
' have been answwed by accusations ef 
disaffection, disloyalty, jaccMukal ooHspintcy, 
and the like.* Ihe people have become 
enraged and have ac^d accordingly. 
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They have been dealt with as uiswgents, 
traitors, and rebels. ^ Tlie Frenbh have 
approached, and^ at' any rate, tendered 
the people a change, which it was impos¬ 
sible should be for the worse'. The .thing 
here came to a point: the dispute was re¬ 
duced to the simple question, whether the 
people should have their grievances redressed, 
or tiie country should be delivered up to the 
enemy; and, in every case, the latter has 
hcen preferred- This is the true cause of 
the Successes and the conquests ofTrance. 
God avert thj^ effects of such a cause from 
English ground I 

Major Cartwright’s -Petition. —On 
the 13th instant a petition was presented 
to the Honourable House, by Mr. Whit¬ 
bread, on the behalf, and signed with the 
name of this veteran in the cause of Eng¬ 
lish liberty. It was not suffered to lie on 
the Table; that is to say, it was not re¬ 
ceived. The objections made to it by 
Mr. Perceval (and which objections were 
sanctioned by the votes of a very decided 
majority of tlie Honourable House) were, 
first as to the language, and nest as to the 
length, of the petition. He said, that 
" from the great mass of matter which 
“ the petition contained, he had selected 
** one or two passages, which, in bis opi- 
" nion, rendered it unfit for thC House to 
'< receive. He then noticed two passages: 
*• the first, in which the House was ac- 
cused of a ' ^flagrant ir^ustice, past en- 
*( • durance, as an outrage upon an English- 
** 'man;* and the other, stating that * of 
" ' the illegally qf their proceedings, the 
• petitioner conceived there could be but one 
*' ‘ opinion* For these, among naany 
*• others, be thought the House must re- 
“ ject the petition, if they were not con- 
" tent to be accused of 'flag;rant injustice, 
»*» beyond endurance,’ and to be told that 
there could be ' but one opinion of the 
" ‘ illegality of their proceedings* He also 
" noticed the extreme Unffh of the paper 
" from a single individual, not as an ob« 
*‘jection to receiving it, but to shew 
** inconvenient it would be to load how 
" their Journals, by encouraging such 
—-Kow, as to the language, let 
us see what it was that the Major called 
**fiagront injuaice, past endurance.^* He 
is speaking of the memorable transactions 

of the lltp and ]2th of May, 1809.- 

On the evening of the 1 Itb, Mr. Madocks 
stood up in his plac&. and accused Mr. 
Henry WELLESUEV, Lord OASTLE- 
RtLAGH. and Mr. SPENQJER PERCE- 
VAL with having been concerned in trqf. 
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fekit^ in seats in that Honoivrahle Hotfsat 
The M^or is speaking of what the House 
did upon that occasion; he is speaking of 
what the Honourable House did when that 
breach of privilege was offered to be 
proved at the bar; he was speaking of 
what the Honourable House did when 
proof was o^red of that breach of privi¬ 
lege, and comparing what they then did 
w'ith what they have now done in the 
case of Sir Francis Burdett; and, he con¬ 
cluded by saying, that the Honou«'able 
House’s conduct was "flagrantly unjust and 
" past endurance.*' Reader, was this true, 

or was it not ?-But, let us, more fully, 

renew the statement of the transactions 
of the night of the memrffable 11 th and 
12th of May, in the blessed year of Jubi¬ 
lee. They are fully recorded in the 
XVth Volume of the Register, at page 
737, and the following ones; but, it is 

good to restate th^ pith of them here.- 

There were 395 members present. Mr. 
Maoocks first moved to have read, from 
the Journals, a resolution passed by the 
House in the year 1779, and which 
was read in the following words ■— 
“That it is highly criminal for any mi- 
“ nister or ministers, or any other servant 
" of the crown in Great Britain, directly 
“ of indirectly, to make use of the pjwcr, 
“ of his office, in order to influence the 
" election of members of parliament, and 
“ that an attempt to exercise that influ- 
" ence is an attack upon the dignity, the 
* honour, and the independence of par- 
" liament, an infringement of the rights 
“ and liberties of the people, and an at- 
“ tempt to sap the basis of our free and 
" happy constitution.”-Here it was de¬ 

clared ; here it w'as upon the Journals of 
the Honourable House ; here it was laid 
down as a rule, that for a minister or ser¬ 
vant of the king to interfere with the elec¬ 
tion of members of the House, was, and 
should be considered ast; an " attack upon 
“ the digpity, the honour, and the indtpea~ 
" dence of parliament, an infringement of 
“ the rights and liberties of the people, 
“ and an attempt to sap the basis qf our free 

" and happy constitution.** -^Well, then^ 

if it could be proved, that such an act had 
been committed, could any one have be¬ 
lieved, that the .Honourable House would 

pass the thing over ?-But, as if. the 

principle had not be$n clearly enough es¬ 
tablished by this Resolution; or, as if 
thirty years was too long for a rjssolution to 
preserve its force, Mr. Madocks appealed 
to a resolution that had been passed by 
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the Honourable House only 19 iqys btfore, 
in the case of Lord CMtUreagh, who had 
been proved to have offered a Writership 
in the way of exchange, or swap, as the 
jockies call i^, for a seat or vote in the 
Honourable House. The Resolution, pass¬ 
ed upon that occasion, was in the following 
words “ Thatwhileit was thebounden 
dtUy of that House to maintatn at all times 
*f a jealous guard upon its purity, and not to 
" suffer any attempt upon its privileges to 
pass unnoticed, the attempt in the pre- 
*’ sen? instance (that of Lord Castlereagh 
“ and Mr. Reding) not having been car- 
" ried into effect, that House did nottliink 
“ it then necessary to proceed to any cri- 
" minatory Resolutions respecting the 
* " same.^’-Now, here was the Honour¬ 

able House, only on the 25th of April pre¬ 
ceding; only 16 days before, solemnly 
declaring, that it was its baunden duly to 
maintain at all times a jealous watch over its 
purity; and declaring,'that Lord Castie- 
reagh was not proceeded against 
only because he had not completed the act 

he attempted to commit.-This the 

House, in formal resolution declared, and 
placed upon its Journals, on the 25th of 
April, preceding the day when Mr. 
Madocks made his motion. The reason, 
knde^> for the House not proceeding to 
)3unishment of ^!ldRD Castlervagii is such 
as, perhaps, never was beard of before in 
the world; bot,«<at any rate, the House, 
the Honourable House did solemnly de¬ 
clare, that it was its bounden duty to jnair^ 
tain, at all tunes, n, jealous watch over its pu¬ 
rity; and this declaration it made on the 

25th day of April.-Very well, then, 

■aid Mr. Madocks. I will put these reso¬ 
lutions and declarations; I will put these 
solemnly-recorded resolutions to the test. 

■-On the nth of May, therefore, he 

came to the House, agreeably to notice, 

and rose in his place and said :-" I 

" alBrm, then, that Mr. Dick purchased a 
•• Seat in the House qf Commons for the bo- 
rough of Cashel, through the agency of 
“ the Honourable Henry Wellesley, who 
•s acted for, and on behalf of, the Trea- 
*' sury ; that, upon a recent question of the 
“ last importancej when Mr. Dick had de- 
** termined to vote according to his con- 
", science, the noble load, Castlereagh, did 
"‘intimate to that gentlenlan the necessity 
" of' either his voting with the government, 
** or resigning his Seat in that House; and 
" that Mr. Dick, sooner than vote against 
“ principle, did make choice of the latter 
¥ alternative, and vacate his seat accord- 


" ingly. To this transactien ‘I ctorj^ the 
‘ right honourable gentleman, Mr. Perce- 
" val, as being privy, and haoh^ eoanited 
" at it. This I will engage 'to prove 
" by witnesses at your bar, if the House 

" will gjve me leave to call them.”- 

What did the Honourable House now 
do ? Mr. Madocks made a motion for 
an Inquiry into the matter, and for the 
calling of witnesses to prove the truth of 
his allegations. How did the Honourable 
House dispose of that motion ? Susely, 
they called witnesses to the bar ? Surely 
after their resolution, just rdad to them 
by their clerks, they did not refuse to in¬ 
quire f Yes, they did. Rut, upon what 
ground f Why, that it was tinte to make a 
stand against ptpular encroachment f T« 
call for an inquiry into the selling 'of a 
seat in parliament and the taking the seat 
back because the holder would net vote as they 
wished him; to call for inquiry' into acts 
like these, alledged against the king's 
ministers, was termedpopu/flf encroachment; 
to call for inquiry into charges of the 
most serious nature, into acts which the 
House itself had solemnly declared to be 
an attack upon its dignity, its honour,and 
its independence, and an attempt to sap the 
basis of'the constitution ; to call for, to ask 
for, to move for mejely an inquiry into 
acts of this very description was, by the 
, members of this very House, denominated 
popular encroachment, and to make a stand 
against which both parties joined. Not 
a word was said in the way of denying the 
charge. Not a syllable in the way of 
doubting the truth oftbe allegations. But, 
instead of such denial ; and instead of 
attempting to reconcile the proceeding 
with the solemn resolutions just read to 
them, the Honourable House, after many 
of its members, on both sides^ had imputed 
the motion of Mr. Madocks to factious mo¬ 
tives, determinod, 310 to 85, that thev 
would SUFFER NO INQUIRY INTO 
THE MATTER. In less than a year from 
that day, this same House send Mr. 
Gale Jones to jail fpr having said that an 
act of one of their members was an ora- 
rage upon public feeing; and^ with the aid 
of the army, they sent Sir Frjincis Bur- 
dett to the Tower for publishing an Ad» 
dress to his Constituents, stating his rea-. 
sons fot believing, that the commitment 
of Mr. Jones was illegal; aifd, at the 
time that they do these things, Mr. Hemav 
Wellesley is preenoted to the rapk of 
Embassador ; this Mr. Henry Wellesley, 
one of the i^ons accused by Mr. Ma- 
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docks. , is the reprt^aimiBC qf the hv^, in 
Spain; an^ Mr. Sjr^vcsa paaccvAL. an¬ 
other qf the persons acGqsed by Mr. Ma- 
c(ocks U (by promotiofi imqe the accu¬ 
sation) becotna the kiq^'a prime mi~ 
macTf supported and approved of in all 
bis measuresi .not excepting the WaU 
cbereu ea^pedition and sending of Sir 
Pranc^ Burdett to the Tower, by a <le~ 
chkd Majority qf the Hoaourable House. 
——Such was the case; such is a plain 
statement of the case, to which Ma- 
40R Caetwbicbt refers in his petition, 
and, in spaaking of wliich, he uses the 
words objected to by Mr. Perceval, ob¬ 
jected to by that very same Mr- Perce¬ 
val, whom Mr. Madpeks accused, and 
into whtisc conduct the House refused to 
inquire! Whether the words objected to 
were too strong, or not strong enough, 1 shall 
pow leave the reader to determine, and 
add a remark or two of a more general 
nature-—^The right qf petition make.s an 
article in the BiU Righu, and which 
right has been very much talked of in¬ 
deed. Great importance is given to this 
right; and, though ridiculed by Paine in 
a most cutting manner, has still been re¬ 
garded as something ^ real value to the 

J ieople. But, if this new doctrine of Mr. 
^crceval becomes current, what will this 
right be good for f A petition may, it 
feems, be rejected on account of its being, 
too hong; and, of course, it may on ac- 
ipount of its being too short. It may be. 
rejected because it complains of the in- 
justice of the House aud of the illegality of 
its proceedings. In the debate upon the 
Petition of the Livery of London, Mr. Per- 
Ceval^es^pressed his resolution to face any 
tfgscontented petitiaaers. So, then, the 
“ fight qf petUioH,'’' it seems; this famous 
<ignt> >8* Utt lust, reduced to this; that we 
bave a right to. ettpress our contentedness as 
often a$‘we please; and that we hare, in 
^ome cases, even a right to complam, but 
C^y in such language and at such length as 
thigU be appre/oed qf In tkxe, qf whose acts we 
ht^ tf> complain I This is a most precious 
fi^, indeed! In short, it is neither more 
9PC lesajban the » of drying! ' 

ApTVW ACiUmsT THK SiPEAJtBR.-A 

debate upon the subject of the Speaker’s 
pl^diag ^the action brought against him 
by Sir l^ancia Bmrdett gave rise to a 
speech from Mr. POnsonbv, which has 
xery clearly proved, that there is no dif- 
^ence, at ail in the opinions and view of 
the two sides of the Btononrable House, as 
t%this great puhlm- qiinstidflr I should 


not, however, have mentioned this Speech 
here, had it not been for the purpoap' of 
pointing the attention of my resets to 
the answer of Publicoia, published in the 
Times of the 1 7 tli instant, and inserted in 

another part of this Number.-It is 

truly gratifying, at a crisis like the pre¬ 
sent, to see a man like Loro Brskine 
standing forward in the nianuer tliat ho 
has. Uis Speech in the House of Lwds 
has produced a wonderful eflect on the 
public mind, and must be attended with 
lasting consequences of the greatest im¬ 
portance. There is, perhaps, if we con¬ 
sider his liOrd-sUip’s connections, and 
those ties which naturally bind a man in 
a similar situation, not ait-instaure to be 
quoted, in which a part more truly noble 
has been acted. 

Counter Declarations. -There is a 

Counter-Declaration on foot, I perceive, by 
certain persons in Middlesex, styling 
themselves *' Loyal and independaU Free- 
“ holders.”-A most humourous ac¬ 

count has been published of the meeting, 
or rather, attempt at meeting, of these in¬ 
dependent people, the truth of whose de¬ 
claration will be easily judged of from 
the facts, that the Vhairnuoi is fastened 
upon the country in a pension qf 5001. a 
year. The signers (about 30 or flO in 
number) are strangers to me, all but eiw^ 
and that oue, named John Gifford [for-' 
merly Green) is independent enough to be 
a police magistrate, with a salary of 500L a 
year (I believe it is) held during pleasure. 
Whether he has any pension now, in ad¬ 
dition to this, I know not; but, I know he 
had such pension but a few years ago,and 
I make no doubt that he has it still. These 
are- pretty good specimens of the indepen¬ 
dence of these people ; and, I dare say, that 
their loyalty is exactly of the same stamp. 
To make this List complete, there wants 
nothing but the name of John Bowles; and 
on it that name would bave been, bad not 
the little accident of last year taken ^ace. 
" The Flemish account of Commismnera 
Dutch.” But, really, John is wronged. 
He is just as good as any other one or the 
set. They are all as It^al and as independent 
ha John; and not a bit more so.— —Now," 
these, and such as these, are the enemies of 
a parliamentary reform, and no other part 
of the people, ft is very natural, that they 
sk>uld be so. But, it it be-natural, that 
they should like to li-ve upon us, it%on 
the other hand, quite as natural that we 
should like to shake them, off if posmble, 
and aa soon as possible. No man likes tg 
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keep another, except he be a relation ; and 
I am* jjretty sure, that none of these ab- 
harrera are related to me.— —The abboirers 
would gladly conjure up a Jacolm Pht. 
Why do they not advertise for one ? There 
are always enterprizing people to be had, 
■uch as Mehex de ea Touche and the 
CoUMT BE Kolli, of whose adventures the 
French have.given us so whimsical an ar- 
count. This is a desperate case this total ab¬ 
sence of the means of conjuring op a con¬ 
spiracy.-" Alarming” indeed ! What 

is thereto excite alarm in the conduct of 
the people ? What are the " dangerous 
" principles” that have been broached ? 
Is it dangerous to pray for the adherence 
•to “ Mmgna Chc^fta and the Law of the 
Land la this dangerous ? Sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdett asks fur that expressly ; and 
as to Reform, what does he ask for out that 
the people should be represented in parliament, 
and, in truth, as well, as in words, taxed 
bp their own consent ? What do the people 
ask for other than that whicli the Great 
Lord Chatham, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and Mr. 
'Grey, have contended to be absolutely ne¬ 
cessary to prevent the total annihilation of 
the libertiespfEngland ? What do they ask 
for more than Lord Frskiiie now declares 

to be necessary to our salvation ?- 

It is a ^ul calumny to say, that the pe«- 
T5tb, who, from f'enzance to Dover and 
fcuin Weymouth to John a’ Grot’s House 
are exclaiming " Bubdett fou eveb !” 
it is a foul calumny to say, that they wish 
for any thing injurious to the dignity of 
either the Crown or the Parliament. The 
present ferment has arisen out of no plot; 
^out of no Combination; out of no premedi¬ 
tated scheme- It has arisen, by accident, 
out of the Walcberen expedition and the 
exclusion of the people from the Gallery, 
during the Inquiry into the planning and 
conducting of that fatal measure. That 
the people are out of humour with the 
House is certain; but, with whom did the 
condemnation of the conduct of thatHou.se 
originate?' Why, with those who were 
defeated in the divisions in the House. 
With those who called the ministers the 
••Demon cf Englandf* with those who 
* said, that, if idle ifouse continued to sup¬ 
port such ministers, " the greatest calamity 
“ t^ nation eotdd endvreawas such a House 
ComnioiM.” There afe none of the 
Petitioners who have gone this length. 
Wh^ then, are the people to be blam^ ? 
•—"They who,” said Mr. Burke,addressing 
she House of Commons, call upon you- to 
" belongs tohally to the people, are those 


" who wish you to return to yonr proper 
" home ; to the sphere of your duty, to 
" the post of your honour, to the mansion 
“ house of all genuine, serene, and solid 

" satisfaction.-us free ourselves at 

" once from every thing that can inermue 
" their suspicions, and inflame their just 

" resentment-Let the Commons in 

"parliament a.ssembled, be one and the 

same thing with the Commons at large. 

"-Let us give a faithful pledge to the 

" people ihat we honour, indeed, the 
*' crown; but that we hetoatg to them ; 
" that we are their auxiliaries, and not 
" their task-masters; the fellow-labourers 
" in the sagie vineyard, not LoaorNC over 
“ their rights, but helpers of their jov.” 

-The same advice will every wise man 

now give. The people do, and must, 
bear heavy burdens; and it is right, that 
every tiling that can be done, should be 
done, to convince them, that not ^ shilling 
of their money is taken from them unne¬ 
cessarily. The whole of the discontents 
might be put an end to in a moment by a 
resolution, on the part of the House, that 
they would, at a time fixed, take into theii 
impnrtiul consideration the tjuestion Re¬ 
form. This done, there would be no ne¬ 
cessity for the miserable tricks, now play¬ 
ing oil' by wretched instruments, such as 
we have seen assembling in dark boles in 
tjie City and in Middlesex, whose pro¬ 
ceedings cannot fail to add to the prevail- 
gig discontent and irritation. 

* Wm. cobbetj*. 

Botlep, May \1, 1810. 


COBBETT’S 

' COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

The Eighteenth Pakt of the above 
Work will be published on t\ic 1st «f 
June. One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
succeeding month. Subscribers who pufw' 
chase the Work in Quartei^ Volumet are 
respectful^ informed that the Sixth Vo¬ 
lume will be ready for delivery on the 
fyst of June. Of the Two 
and Fortt-Two Trials or Proceedings* of 
which the first six Volumes * coiufst, 
ON£-HuNDREii.and Ten never before canaB 
into any ^Collectionr The following is a 
List of the Articles contained in the SSsth 
Volume: * 
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\* ‘TTktf nm Matter is marked [N.] 

S08. Proceedings at the Conference in the 
Savoy, respecting a Review of tlie Liturgy, 

A.D.ieeipJ.] 

a09. The Trial of John Jamer, a Fifth Mo¬ 
narchy Man, at the King’s Bench for High 
Treason, a. o. 1661. 

910. The Trial of Sir Henry Vane, knt. at the 
Kini^Bench for High Treason, a. d. 1662. 

911. The Trial of John Crook, Isaac Grey, 
and John Bolton, Quakers, at the Old BBi> 
ley, for refusing to take the Oaths of Allegi- 

* nnce and Supremacy, a. c. 1662‘. 

BI9. The Trial ^ of Thomas Tonge, George 
Philips, Trancis Stubbs, James Hind, John 

i Sellers, and Nath. Gibbs, at the Old Bailey, 
for High Treason, a.n. 1662. , 

SIS. Tlie Trial of Mary Moders, alias Sted- 
man, styled the German Princess, at the Old 
Bailey, for Bigamy, a. d. 1663. 

914. Proceedings, in the House of Commons, 
respecting a Message, alledged to have been 
carried by the Earl of Bristol to the King 
from Sjr Richard Temple, undertaking that 
the King’s Revenue should be settled, a. n. 
1663 [N.] 

915. Proceedings in Purliament against Ed¬ 
ward Earl of Cltirendon, Lord High Chan¬ 
cellor of England, for High Treason, and 
other High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. n. 
1663—1667. 

216. The Trials of John Twyn, Printer, for 
High Treason; also of Thomas Brewster, 
Bookseller, Simm) Dover, Printer, and Na¬ 
than Brool^ Bookbinder, for Misdemeanors, 
at the Old Bailey, a. d. 1663. 

S17. The Trial of Colonel James Turner, 
John Turner, William Turner, Mary Turner, 
and Ely Turner, at the Old Bailey, for 
lony and Burglary, a. o. 1664. 

218. The Trialof Margaret Fell and George 
Fox, for not taking the Oath of Obedience, 
A.D. 1664[N.] 

919. A Trial of Witches, at the Assizes held 
at Bury St. Edmond’s for the County of Suf¬ 
folk, A. D. 1665. Before Sir Matthew Hale, 
knt. then Lord Chief Baron of his Majesty’s 
Court of Exchequer [N] 

920. The Trial of Mr. Benjamin Keach, at 
the Assizes at Aylesbury, in Buckingham¬ 
shire, Ibr a Libel, a. d. 1665. 

991. The Case of the Jurisdiction of the 
House of Peers, between Thomas Skinner, 
Merchant, and the East-India Company, 

« A,J>. 1666 [N.j| 

33S. The Trial ol the Lord Morley, for Mur¬ 
der, before the House ofl/irds, a. d . 1666*. 

993. Proceedings on an Impeachment of 
,Tohn, Lord Viscount Mordaunt, of High 
Crimeaand Misdemeanors, a. d. 1666 [N.1 

994. Examinations concerning the Firing of 
London, a.d. 1666 ^N.] 

295. Proceedings against Peter Pett, Gen¬ 
tleman, upon an Inspeacbment .for several 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. n. 1668, 
fN-l 


326. 'Proceedings against ■ Sir WiHiam Penn, 
ki^ht, upon an Impeachment for several 
Hiw Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. jS. 1668, 

fN-L 

227. The Trials of Peter Messenger, Richard 
BeasiM, William Green, Thomas Appletrer, 
John Earles, William Wilks, William Ford, 
Richard Farrell, Edward Cotton, Edward 
Bedle, Richard Latimer, John Sharpless, 
Richarcb Wood ward, Thomas Limerick, aiid 
John Richardson, at the Old Bailey,k for 
High Treason, in tumultuously assembling 
themselves in Moorfieids, and other Places, 
under Colour of pulling down Bawdy Houses, 
A.D. 1668. 

228. Proceedings against the Earl of Orrery, 
on an Impeachtneht of High Crimes and 
Misdemeanors, a.d. 1669 [N.] 

229. The Trial of Robq^ Hawkins, Clerk, 
late Minister of Chilton, at the Assizes at 
Aylesbury, for Felony, a. d. 1669. 

230. The Trial of William Penn and Wil¬ 
liam Mead, at the Old Bailey, for a Tumul¬ 
tuous Assembly, a.d. 1670. 

231. Case of the Imprisonment of Edward 
Bushell, for alledged Mieconduct as a Jury¬ 
man, A. D. 1670 [N.] 

232. Proceedings in the House of Commons 
against the Duke of Lauderdale, a. d. 1674. 

233. Proceedings in the House of Commons 
against the Duke of Buckingham, a. d. 1674. 
[N.] 

334. Proceedings in the House of Commons 
'against the Earl of Aclington, a.o. 1'674. 

[N.J 

235. The Proceedings in the Court of King'c- 
Bench, Exchequer, and House of Peers, in 
the Case of Sir Samuel Barnardiston, hart, 
against Sir William Soaroe, Sheriff ofSuSblk, 
concerning the Election of Members to Pap 
liainent, a.d. 1674. 

236. Case of Privilege of Parliament; being 
Proceedings in Parliament, on an Appeal, 
brought in the House of I.ords, by Dr. Shir¬ 
ley, against Sir John Fagg, and other Mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons, a. d. 1675. 

[N.] 

237. Proceedings against Mr. Francis Jenkes, 
for a Speech made by him on the Hustings, 
at Guiidhalj, in the City of London, on Mid¬ 
summer-day, a.d. 1676. 

938. The Trial of James Mitchel, in Scotland, 
for attempting the Murder of Dr. James 
Sharp, Archbishop of, Sc. Andrews, and 
wounding the Bishop of Orkney, a. d. 1677. 

239. Proceedings before the Lords of the 
Articles, &c. against Charles Maitland, of 
Halton, Treasurer Depute, for Petjury, in 
having given a false Testimony, at the Trial 
of James Mitghef^ a. d. 1681. 

240. Proceedings in the Case of Anthony Earl 
of Shaftsbury, at the King’s-Bench, op an 
Habeas Corpus, a.d. 1677. 

241. The Trial of Philip Earl of Pembroke 
and Montgomery, at Westminster, fot* the 
Murder of Nathanael Cony, a. d, 1678. 
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842. Case of the Constitutiun of the idaad 
of Jdqiaica', a.d. 167P'[N.] 

843. Introduction to the Trials for the Popish 
Plot, A. D. 1678-1685. 


MR. O’CONNOR. 

Dear Sir; 

By the manner in which I 'have ex¬ 
pressed myself in the short statement 
which appeared in the last Political Re¬ 
gister, it appears, as if 1 had experienced 
harsh and severe treatment in Scotland. 
The passage I allude to is, that " I was 
taken tp Fort George, where from the le¬ 
nient treatment I received 1 lost the use 
6f my limbs,’’—nrhereas, it should have 
run thus, “ where from the lenient treat¬ 
ment 1 had received in Ireland, I totally 
lost the use of my limbs, on my arrival at 
Fort George.”—^The kindness, attention, 
and hospitality I experienced from Go¬ 
vernor Stuart, officers of the diflercnt re¬ 
giments, who wire in that garrison during 
my confinement there, and families in the 
neighbourhood, in instances too numerous 
to detail here, have left an impression on 
my mind not to be efiaced by time. But 
as I have discovered the authors of the 
libels sent forth against'me, I purpose to 
exp ose tliein to tlie view of the public) 
satisfied that public indignation must 
parsue either them or me. Let them not 
think at the same time that I am repelling 
their charges, no such thing, I will charge 
yieni home, I shall tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
and in doing so I will prove from under 
Iheir bands, that they have told falsehood, 
and nothing but falsehood. As you very 
justly have remarked, I have been com¬ 
pelled to come forward. The public these 
eleven years have not heard one word of 
or from me, nor did Imean to obtrude 
myself upon their notice as to myself, but 
surely no one can think me presumptuous, 
or addicted to detestable egotism, because 
I lay open transactions, which though 
they relate to a great national question, 
appertain principally to myself.—1 had 
no occasion to think much or long upon 
‘the information I shall give of Lord Cas- 
tlereaghand Mr. Edward Cooke, the delay 
does not arise from any*difficulty on that 
head, but as my* next public address 
througli you, if you will permit me, shall 
be in all probability my last notice of 
these men, in order to have it as correct as 
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it is my duty to make it, 1 shall go to my 
own country; where Lord Cbichester^s 
Letter to me, a copy of Lord Camden’s 
letter to Lord Kinsale, Lieutenant Spear’s 
affidavit before the Mayor of Cork, He¬ 
bert’s affidavit before Mr. Rashlcigh, and 
though last not the least important, Mr. 
Frank Dobbs’s communication to me, in 
consequence of observations of mine to 
him on his words in the House of Com¬ 
mons, upon JUr. O’Donel’s motion, now 
are. If 1 cannot account satisfactorily for 
every assertion I have made, and if I can¬ 
not prove the whole of the libels against 
me, false, scandalous and malicious, 1 
shall rest co|itent that my character shall 
he held by the people in as much detesta¬ 
tion, as I am proud of thinking it is really 
held by such creatures as the Right Hon. 
Ixird Viscount Castfereagh and Mr. Edward 
Cooke. Of all men living, these two per¬ 
sons should have avoided O’Connor. I did 
hope that my silence either publicly or 
privately (now eleven years), but corres¬ 
ponded 'with that dignity which ought to 
belong to'my name and country; 1 should 
be sorry to think that ! could be actuated 
by' so bad and unworthy a passion as re¬ 
venge, it is clear 1 v^as not; and it will 
Jbe much more clear when those events of 
which you have hitherto heard something 
by parcels, shall be related distinctively. 
-gAs neither Newel nor Dutton, nor Mil¬ 
ner nor Toole, nor the some scores of 
o(her such like bosom friends, associates 
^nd acquaintances of the Noble Viscount, 
and the cidevant Secretary Cooke, are not 
now to be found, having either deserted 
from the battalion of Testimony anil 
Death Guard-s or, being deserted by the 
master and his man, have paid by their 
deaths the forfeit of their crimes, perhaps 
I may be able to travel 'on my business 
without fear of interruption, or being 
sworn against by men who never saw me. 
Bui if iny life is preserved for a short 
time, I pledge myself to lay before the 
public the conduct of those men who ad¬ 
ministered the affairs in Ireland, during 
the residence there of Lord Camden, and 
Lord Cornwallis, as far as relates to me. 
aid then let the public decide^ between 
them and me.—4 am, dear Sir, your much 
obliged humble servant, • 

O’Connor. 

Maidox Street, Hanover Square", 

May 1810. 
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FuviLtGES OF THE HoUBE OF COMMONS. 

Totht Right Hm. Lord Enkme. 

'* Kon|ht couM hk finmew sfatke, nothing lednoe 
His zeal, tUU active for the common-weal; 

Nor stormy tyrants, nor corruption’s tools, 

Foul Ministers, dark-working by the force 
Of secret-tapping gold. All their viie arts. 

Their thamml tonours, their perfidioas gifts. 

He greatly loorncd.” Thomson. 

My Lobd, —^After the very able and ani- 
viated speech which your Lordship de¬ 
livered in the House of Peers,- on the sub¬ 
ject of the Privileges of the House of Com¬ 
mons, 1 did not expect it would be asserted 
by any one, pretending to be conversant 
in the Laws and Constitution of hiscountry, 
that the Commons have power to dispense 
with the written law of theland. Ttiis, how¬ 
ever, has been done, and by a Gentleman 
whose name and reputation are by no means 
inconsiderable in the political world. The 
Right Honourable George Ponsonby has 
told the House of Commons, that they can 
imprison the subject at their own discre¬ 
tion, notwithstanding the Great Charter of 
King Jobnf and he says, that' no .Judge 
whatever, under any circumstances, has a 
right to interiere with the proceedings of 
that House. Froip the marked attention 
with which that Gentleman's -Speech was 
received, and the frequent cheers which 
were given from'both sides of the House, 
one would think that the Commons b^d 
made him their principal champion, and 
that they were willing to rest their caufe, 
at least in the House, on liis authority^ 
They seem to have been of opinion, thal 
if the power for which they contend could 
be defended at all, Mr. Ponsonby was the 
man to defend it. I agree with the Honour¬ 
able House, that if their privilege to inr- 
prison a subject against the written law of 
the land could have been defended, the 
Right. Hon. Gentleman uouid have de¬ 
fended it for them- 

“ Si PerpiQia drxtra 

Defendi possent; «tiam hac defenffa fuisscnt.” 

But the defence which--the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has made is not supportable; 
and that it is not, 1 think 1 am prepared 
to shew, in,a few remarks which I beg to 
tubmi't your Lordship’s consideration, 
and wftdch, withoot farther preface, I trust 
will meet with your courteous reception. 

In- the first place, tlien, I shall observe, 
thatthe Parliament of this Country consists 
of,three Estates; the King, the Lords Spi¬ 
ritual and Temporal, and the Commons. 
These three Estates, united together, and 
eonsidered as one aggregate bwy, are om¬ 


nipotent ; that is, they can make Law; and 
that w>hich is Law, they can mak^nO law; 
but taken separately, and Independently 
one of another, they can neither make nor 
anmake laws; for the consent of all thfee 
is required to every act to bind the subject. 
This is the true Constitution of England ; 
and ther^efore no written IsW which is now 
in existence, can be repealed otheririse 
than by the concurrence of the King, the 
Lords, and the Commons. But says the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, we (the- House of 
Commons) have a privilege to imprison and 
punish at our own discretion; We do not 
care for an Act of Parliament, which de¬ 
clares that " no man shall be imprisone d _ 
or put to death withdbt the intervention 
of a jury we can break down that bar¬ 

rier ; nay, we will break it down, and when 
we have done so, there is no power upon 
earth that can call us to account: we are 
" the sole judges of our own privileges— 
the sole judges of whqt those privileges 
*' are ; the sole judges of the extent (only 
“ observe,my Lord, the extent!) to whicti 
" those privileges are to be carrjed ; and ' 
“ the sole judges of the manner in whicli 
" such privileges are to be exercised." 
And arc we realij’^ come to this ? Are the 
people of England blind ? Or are they so 
‘indifferent, that they-can disregard tlickdfir. 
claralion made by the Right Hon. Gentle¬ 
man, that the House of Commons alo'he 
(withoot the concurrence of the King and 
Lords) are omnipotent; that there is no¬ 
thing but what they can do, if it be called 
by the name of Privilege ; and that the 
Judges of the land arc t-sfopped from de¬ 
claring when they do wrong ? Where did 
the Right Hon. Gentleman learn' this law ? 
Where does he find it said, that the House 
of Commons alone can repeal the 'Written 
law of the lanJ ? He has referred to my 
Lord Coke; he has cited Sir Matthew Hale, 
be has favoured us with extracts from Sir 
William Blackstonc) but does any one of 
those writers say, clearly add distinctly, 
that the House of Commons alone can do 
away with the written law of the land ; that 
they can confine and punish the subject at 
their own discretion ;• in short, that they, 
can do any thlftg they please, and that no 
Court of Justice in this country has power 
to judgeof thpir’bcts, afhd to declare whien 
they exceed their powers ? If any.one, or 
even all, of those great l^al writers should 
have declared these tmngs, I would not 
pay the least regard to themfor 1 know 
that they are decidedly repugnant to 
the spirit of our Constitution j and I can 
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tfever forget wh »t my Lord Holt (as great 
a lavryei^as ever lived) declared upon the 
^ bench, viz. " that the authority of Parlia- 
“ ment is from the law, and as it is cir- 
ctimscribed by law, go it may be exceed- 
" ed; and if they do exceed those legal 
" bounds and authority, their acts are 
wrongful, and cannot be justified any 
•* more than the acts of privatb men." 
(I Salk. 505.) The Right Hon. Gentle¬ 
man must have been aware of this declara¬ 
tion «f the learned Judge ; but as it differs 
from his sentiments, he wishes to cast iny 
Lord Holt in the back ground, by calling 
him singular ; but that^he was not quite 
so singular as that Right Hon. Gentleman 
'wishes the people ao believe, I shall shew, 
when 1 come to S|>eak of the authority 
which the Judges have to interfere in 
matters of Privilege of Parliament. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman asserts, 
that “■ Privilege of Parliament is as much 
" kx urray and as. much within the cx- 
“ ception of Magna Charta, as any one 
« part of the knosvn law of the land 
that comes within its exceptions.’’ To 
this 1 will answer that the Right Hoti. 
Gentleman is completely mistaken. The 
House of Commons had no jurisdiction 
whatever till several years after the mak- 
ing of - M^gna Chafta. My Lord Coke,' 
Tmfe?d, has carried the antiquity of Par¬ 
liament much higher : But Be is quite 
wrong, for the first writ for the election 
of Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, was 
in the reign of Kjng Henry the Third— 
(Vide Dug. Slim. Pari. 3. Cot. Abr. Prsef. 
'1.3. b.) In the .35th year of E'izabeth, 
apn. 1592, Sir Edward Cuke was Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and he then 
attempted to mislead the House in a man¬ 
ner which de.serves to be made known. 
He talked very highly of the antiquitv of 
Parliaments, and of the mode of holding 
Parliaments, such as it i.s at this day : and 
said he had a book, which, if atiy’ Mem¬ 
ber desired to see, he would show it him; 
being a Precedent of a Parliam’cnt holdcn 
before the Conquest, intltlcd " Modus tc- 
nendi Parliaincnium;’" but no sooner had 
he extolled its antijquity, authority in 
pirint, than that rao.st judicious, industrious 
♦antiquary, Mr. John Scklen, decried it 
to be .a fate imposture of sa bold fancy, 
not exceeding the feign ®f King Etlw'ard 
III—(Titles of Honour, p. 708 to 721): 
and that very learned divine. Bishop 
Usher, in a letter to Mr. W. Hakewill, of 
Lincoln’s Inn (who affirmed he had seen 
an exemplification thereof in the reign of 


King Henry IV. said to be Sent by King 
Henry II. into Ireland) conceived it to be 
a mwake; and that this Modus wu not so 
ancient, many pregnant evidences of it# 
novelty appearing throughout its whole 
contexture. To these I will add the ob¬ 
servations of the learned and industrious 
Mr. Prynne, namely, that the word Par¬ 
liament was not in use in the Conqueror’s 
reign ; for, says he, that word, to ex¬ 
press or denote a Parliamentary Great 
Council, as this Modus useth it, was never • 
used in any of the ancient Great Councils, 
Synods, I.aw8, Canons, Constitutions, 
Charter.s, Patents, Writs, or other Records, 
nor yet in any of our old Historians, liv¬ 
ing in the reigns of our British, Saxon, 
Danish Kings, before, nr of our Norman 
or English Kings after the Conquest, till 
the reign of King Henry III. —(vide 
Pryn. on 4th Inst. p. 2.); and, therefore, 
he is very much dissatisfied with Sir Ed¬ 
ward Coke for his deception, or at best 
hi.s mistake, and declares, that had. this 
been the mode of holding Parliaments in 
Edward tlie Confessor’s reign, and this 
Modus shewn to, approved, and used by 
William the Conqueror, and in the times 
of hi.s successors Kings.of England, as its 
title asserts (which certainly wa.s added 
long after the Conquest, i|ithe Modus was 
before it) or transcribed in a parchment 
roll* and sent into Ireland by King Henry 
II. to be there observed, and that, no 
doufit, by the advice of his Judge.s, it is 
v8ry (irobable some of our historians, 
parliamentary writs, rolls, records, sta¬ 
tutes, law-books, would have mentioned 
it ; especially Slatham, Fitzherbert, 
Brooke, Fortescuc, Sir Thomas Smith, F.d- 
ward Vowel.llolingshed, and Mr. Camden, 
in their Titles and Discourses of Parlia¬ 
ments. But (adds he) not one of all our 
ancient historians, parliament writs, rolls, 
records, journals, statutes, law-books, or 
wriicr.s of parliaments 1 have perused, 
ever made the least mention of it, before 
Sir Edward Coke vouched it in the Par¬ 
liament of 35 Elizabeth, when Iks was 
Speaker." (See Pryn. on the 4th Inst, 
p Q. 7.) And in his •• Additionjil Appen¬ 
dix’of Records," (p. 1.) he tells us, that 
in perusing Mr. Agar’s Abridgment of 
Placitacorum liege, in the Treasury of the 
Receipts of the King’s Exchequer, he 
found at the end of hi.s Abridgment and 
Table to the Placita of King Richard II, 
this Modustenendi Parlmnentum, transcrib¬ 
ed by him, out of ajmanuscriptinSir Robert 
Cotton’s Library, ^ relating to the time of 
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King Richard 11. and containing some 
passages in it transcribed out of records 
in his reign. Therefore Mr. Agar thought 
that its highest anti<[uity exceeded not 
the latter end of King Richard II.’s reign ; 
and BO (says Mjr. Erynne) the author’s 
discourse of its antiq'uity and authority 
will proTe but a.mere Utopian fancy of 
his own invention. 

The House of Commons cannot, there¬ 
fore, find any exception in the Great 
Charter to warrant their violation of it. 
Mr. Ponsonby does not appear to me to 
have read enough upon this subject; be 
has just skimmed the surface, but has not 
descended to the bottom. .-Having, as 1 
trust, shewn that the House of Commons 
had' no juri.sdiction till after the Great 
Charter, 1 will now explain in what man¬ 
ner they originally had redress for what 
they called a breach of privilege ; and 
I w’ill prove that they inocceded by a 
Jary, and not according to their own plea¬ 
sure. Mr. Prynne, whose industry and 
research were most indefatigabjc, has left 
us a copy of a Record, in the reign of 
Richard the Second, which he discovered. 
It is " Pat. II. R. 2. pars 2. m. 3 dorsu. 
De inquirendo”—concerning an extraor¬ 
dinary forcible riot and trespa<»a connnitted 
upon the goods, lands, servants, and te¬ 
nants of one of the Knights of the Shire 
for Cumberland while he was sitting* in 
Parliament under the King’s protection ; 
and this Writ of Inquiry was issued uutby 
the King upon his complaint thereof mad£ 
unto him. The Writ is too long for me 
to transcribe, nor is it necessary: I shall, 
however cite Mr. Prynne’s observations 
upon it. “ From this precedent,” says he, 
“ it is observable, first, that the House of 
Commons in that age assumed no jurisdic¬ 
tion to themselves, or their Committee of 
Privileges, to examine and punish this 
trancendent riot and breach of privilege 
of their. Member, but only complained 
thereof to the King in Parliament, for re¬ 
dress thereof, as they did to the King and 
Lords in all other cases of like nature, till 
the end of King Henry VIII. as I have 
elsewhere ,(viz. in his Brief Register and 
Survey i»f Parliamentary Writs) evidenced 
at large. 2dly, That the King, upon this 
complaint, did not presently send for the 
offenders in custody by a Seijeant at Arms, 
as the 'Commons of late times have done, 
but issued out a Commission to inquire of 
the riot and abusds by a Jury: which 
(says he) I observe, not to diminish any of 
the just ancient privileges of the Commons 


House, or Members, or the exemplary 
punishment of the wilful contejtfptuous 
infringers of them, but to rectify the late . 
irregularities in sending for persons in 
custody upon every motion and sugges¬ 
tion of a pretended breach of privilege, 
to their extraordinary vexation or ex¬ 
pense, before any legal proof or coiivic-* 
tion of'their guilt, against the Great 
Charter and all ancient Precedents and 
Proceedings in Parliament.” See “ Ad- - 
ditional Appendix” to Animadversions on 
4th Inst. pp. I, 2, 3. 

Now, my Lord, what will Mr. Ponsonby 
—what will the House of Commons say to 
this Where is now their jiirisdictiuii ? 
Where is their old atidtfidiaputable power • 
to imprison the subject at their pleasure ? 
Where is Mr. Ponsoiiby's privilege, •• as 
ancient as the comitiou law ?” My Lord, 
the House<of Commons talk to us about 
custom : let us just consider w'bat is meant 
by custom. 1 have always understood, 
first, that no custom can pwvail against an 
express Act of Parliament; and secondly, 
that if any one can shew the beginning of , 
a custom within legal memory, that i.s, 
within any time since the first year of the 
reign of Richard the First, it is not a good 
custom. Now, in reference to the first 
'point, we ail know thqt there is«a wr itten 
law against the power which is assuIRl^ct' 
by the House of Commons. This is clear 
and certain. With regard to the second 
point, I have just proved that the House 
cannot shew the exercise of the power Jo 
commit and punish at their pleasure, before 
the first year of the reign of Richard the ‘ 
First; for I have cited the Writ of Inquiry 
in the reign of Richard the Second, at ■ 
which time it appears that they proceeded 
uecordijig to the old and sound mode pre¬ 
scribed by the Great Charter; that is, by 
the Trial by Jury. Where, then, I ask 
again, is the jurindiction of the House of 
Commons to set aside the written law ? 
How does Mr. Ponsonby intend to answer 
this ? He bccupied a very considerable 
time the other evening, in order to shew 
the right—the ancient, the undoubted 
right —of the House, to imprison at their 
pleasure. He said,* " now I have shewh 
the right.” No, my Lord, he has not< 
shewn the righ1»; for 1 flatter myself that 
I have shewn the House is wrong. Mr. 
Ponsonby is not so well read in the history 
and constitution of this country as he sup¬ 
poses. He is quite mistaken as to the ori¬ 
gin of the House of Commons; and he is 
equally incorrect in saying, that " it U 



7C5] ^AY 19, '181 0.-—Frioaeges qf the Mouie <jf Commons. [760 


" well known the two Houses of Parlia- 
*' mcftu formerly sat under the same roof, 
** and transacted business togetber.” He 
borrowed this observation from Lord Coke, 
who first affirmed it in the Parliament of 
35 Elizabeth, wfien he was Speaker. I 
have already refuted my Lord Cokers ac¬ 
count of the antiquity of Parliament; and 
1 now maintain, that the Houst^of Com¬ 
mons never sat and debated with the Lords 
in one House: for there was no House of 
Commo^ to sit with them, till the latter 
und of I^Tng Henry the Third’s reign; and 
Mr. Prynne has cited various roils and 
writs of summons to shew that they never 
sat together at that time. And all that is 
Mjarranied by th« rolls referred to by my 
Lord Cuke is, that the Commons came to 
the Lords’ House, when the causes of 
summoning the Parliament were declared 
by the Chancellor, and at the end thereof, 
and had sometimes conference with them, 
as now they have; but that they sat or 
debated toge^|eV as one House, is in no 
ways proved. (Vide Pryn. on 4th Inst. 

pp. 8,9, 10.) 

My Lord, I shall now beg leave to 
proceed to that part of Mr. Ponsonby’s 
speech where he strives to evince the pro¬ 
priety ctf the power assumed by the Com- 
jStoi w; ^br ^is to .the right, I conceive i 
~ liSte put that question at rest. He ridi¬ 
cules “ the sagacious complaints of those 
“ who rant so loudly again«t what they 
“ call the absurdity of being Accusers, 
“Judges, and Executioners in their own 
“ cause.” Now, my Lord, one would 
hav£ thoufrlit, that however mistaken the 
Right Hon. Gentleman might be in his 
^egai opiniotis as to the right of the power, 
be would not liave asserted that it is pro- 
per.for men to be accusers and judges in 
their own cause. This is against the first 
principles of justice ; it is contrary to the 
precepts of the divine law ; and therefore 
it is an established maxim among us, that 
*' none may judge in his own cause.” In¬ 
deed it is a manifest contradiiction that a 
man can be agent pnd patient in the same 
thing. Your Lordship knows, that if, 
daring the time yoq presided in the High 
“Court of Chancery, you had made a de- 
I cree to strangers m a thing which con¬ 
cerned yourself in interest, and for your¬ 
self, it would have been void, because 
you could not be a Judge in your own 
cause.. (H. 11. Ja. in Chancery, between 
Sir John Egerton and the Lord Darby and 
Kelly, resolved, by the Lord Chancellor, 
Coke and Doderidge. 2. Roll. Abr. 93,} 


In Hij. 4. H. 4. a fine levied before the 
bailies of l^lop was reversed, because one 
of the bailifis was party to the fine, guia 
non potest esse judex et pars. In the case 
of the City of London v. Wood, it was de¬ 
termined that an action cannot be brought 
by the Mayor and Commonalty in a 
Court held before the Mayor and Aider- 
men ; for though the Mayor be not sole 
Plaiiitif}^ nor sole Judge, yet he is essen¬ 
tially Plaintiff and Judge. (12 Mod. 
672.) In Jenk. 90. pi. 74. it is said, that 
judgment given by a Judge tvho is party 
in the suit with another, and sb entered 
of record, is error, although several other 
Judges sit there, and give judgment for 
the Judge who is parly. I could cite 
many more cases to this efiect; but I will 
not trouble your Lui'd>hip with them ; 
you know that they are all grounded 
upon a sound and perfect principle of 
justice. Littleton, whose text ha% always 
been considered as the Bible of the law, 
declares that “ it is against rca.son, if 
wrong be done to a man, that he should 
be his own Judge;” for, says he, “ by 
such way, he had damages but to tKe 
value of an halfpenny, he might assess, 
and have therefore a pound, which should 
•be against reason. And so (he adds) 
such prescription, or aqy other prescrip¬ 
tion used, if it be against reason, this 
oyght not, nor will not be allowed before 
Judges; guia malus usus dbolendus est.” 
(yide Tenures, sec. 212.) Ixird Coke ob¬ 
serves upon this passage, that “ every 
use is evil that is against reason; quia in 
consuetudinibus non diutumitas tenqwris, sed 
soliditas rationis est coasideranda: and (he 
adds) by this rule, cited by our author, 
at the Parliament holden at Kilkenny in 
Ireland, An. 40 Ed. III. Lionel Duke of 
Clarence being then Lieutenant of that 
realm, the Irish customs, called there the 
Brehon law (for that the Irish called their 
Judges Brehons) was wholly abolished, 
for it was no law, but a bad custom, 
et malus usus abotendus est.’* My Lord, 
it is astonishing that Mr. Poosonby 
should say that the House of Commons 
can be accusers and judges iq their own 
cause: and that they can do aoy 'thing 
they please, and go to what extent they 
think proper, without the controuL of a ■ 
court of law. If this were the case, what 
misery is there that might not'be im¬ 
posed upon the subject? In the reign- 
of Henry VI. Sir John Mortimer being . 
brought into the Parliament without 
arraignment or Answer, judgment in Par- 
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I^uneat was given against him, that he 
shonld be carried to the Tower of London, 
and drawn through the city to Tyburn, 
and^ there hanged, drawn, and quartered; 
iris head to be set on London Bridge, and 
his four quarters on the four gates of Lon- 
*. Here is a lesson for the people of 
England! lliis case is mentioned by 
Loro (3oke, and he declares, that " the 
proceeding was evil: for, (says he,) by 
the Statutes of Magna Charta, c. 29. and 
2S Edw. III. c. 5. no man ought to be 
condemned without answer.*’ (4 Inst. 38.) 

But, as Mr. Ponsonby is verv fond of 
my Lord Coke, I will take the liberty to 
extract a passage from him, kj order to 
shew that none, not even ■ Parliament, 
ought to bring in absolute and partial 
trials by discretion. Speaking, in his 
Comment on Magna Charta, of the trial 
by Jury, he says, " Against this ancient 
and fundamental law, and in the face 
*• thereoij 1 find an Act of Parliament, 11 
Hen. VII. cap. 3. made, that as well 
Justices of Assize, as Justices qf Peace, 
(without any finding or presentment by 
''•the verdict of twelve mcn)#pon a bare 
*' information for the King before them 
" made, should have>full power, and au- 
'• thority by their discretions to hear, and 
" determine all offiinces, and contempts 
" committed, or done by any person or 
" persons against the form, ordinaiK;e, and 
" efihet of any Statute made, and uot re- 
" pealed. By colour of which Act, sbab- 
" ing this fundamental law, it is not credi-' 
“ ble what horrible oppressions and exac- 
“ tions, to the undoing of infinite num- 
" bers of people, were committed by Sir 
" Richard Empson, Knightf, and Edm. 
" Dudley being Justice of Peace, through- 
<* out England, and upon this unjust and 
" injurious Act (as commonly in like 
" cases it falleth out) a new office uas 
" erected, and they made Masters of the 
" King's Forfeitures.”- 

" at the Parliament holdeii in the 
" first year of Hen. VIII. this Act of 11 
" Hen. VII. is recited, and made void, and 
" repealed ; and tlie rea.von thereof is 
" y>elc(<ed, fw that by force of the said 
"Act, it* was manifestly known, that 
" thmiy sinister and crafty, feigned and 
" forged^ inibrtnations had been pursued 
" against diverti of the King’s subjects, to 
" their great damage and wrongful vexa- 
" tion : and the ill wccess thereof, and 

* See 1 Cobbett’aStatn^ Trials, p. 2@7. 
No. 'if. 

* Vn 06 . 


" the fearful ends of these two oppreiiors, 
"ehouid deter others from cemnlHlng 
" the like, and should admonish Parlia- 
" ments,”—(I beseech your Lordthip to 
attend to this very important expression 
—not the expression of Lord Coke, but of 
the Act itself, viz. should admonkh Par¬ 
liaments! !!) " that instead of this ordi- 
" nary and precious trial, per legm lemr, 

" they bring not in absolute and partial 
" trials by discretion”—(Vide 2 Inst, 51.) 

Now, my Lord, what will our adtenk- 
ries offer in reply i Is it absurd for us to 
condemn all arbitrary proceedings ? Does 
not the above extract shew the horrid evils 
arising from them ? Yes, it shews those 
evils, and it “ admonishes Parliaments”', 
not to proceed in this manner. Thus 
much, then, for the propriety of the un- 
controulable. power which Mr. Ponsonby 
wishes the House to have; and now to 
the consideration of that part of his 
speech, which denies th e auth ority of the 
Judges to interfere witfi'^lQlprmleges of 
the House of Commons. 

Mr. Ponsonby .says, that the Judges are 
estopped from deciding in cases of Privi¬ 
lege of Parliament; nay, he uses very 
strong language on this occasion, which I 
shall presently mention. Mr. Prynne, 
hbwever, will completely refute the Ri ^hii 
Hon. Gentleman’s position, which is taken 
from my Lord Coke. Mr. Pryiine de¬ 
clares, that " when matters of Privilege 
of Pailiamcnt come judicially before the 
Judges, in the Courts where they sit as 
Judges, there they may, do, and ought to 
judge them: as in the case of Bartholo¬ 
mew Done against John Walsh, Mich. 12,. 
E. IV. rot. 20. in the Court of Exchequer; 
and’of John Ryvcr against Robert Cosyn, 
Hil. 14. E. IV. rot. 7. Trewynnard’s case 
Dyer, f. 59. and sundry other cases, pub¬ 
lished in the 4th pail of my Brief Registej* 
of Parliamentary Writs.” (Pryn. on 4th 
lust. p. 16.)' I wish "Sir William Black- 
stone had looked more into Prynne and|| 
the earlier Records than be did. He was* 
too much accustomed to copy from my 
Lord Coke, without ever examining into 
his authorities. If Sir William had not 
been so fond of Prerogative, as I fear he ’ 
was, he would never have talked so high¬ 
ly of the undefined privileges of ParTia- 
ment. He would have dkcoTeri^ Ihe 
Writ of Inquiry, which shews that iho 
Commons originally proceeded by . Jury 
and not at discretion ; and he would have 
told us that all arbitrary proceedings, 
however fonuerly exercised, are- com¬ 
pletely unjust and illegal j tor that by the 
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. ifMrit of our we are to live by 

Uff^and not by opiniou. He would have 
retaimied us of that important principle, 
ntitera est eervitmt uhijus est out mc(^iium 
out twufum. But Sir WilKam was too fond 
of prerogative; and though 1 do not wish 
to uMsen the value of his memory, I must 
declare, that with regard to privilege of 
Parliament, either his head ^r his heait 
was very wrong. If he was not aware of 
the Writ of Inquiry in the reign of 
Richard II. his head is to blame; if he 
knew^of that writ, and suppressed the 
knowledge of it, then his heart was worse 
than I wish to believe. The trial by Jury 
(which, though not near so ancient as 
some writers h%ve imagined, was certainly 
▼ery general in the reign of Henry II. for 
we find in that time many questions of 
fact relating to property were tried by 
twelve liberoa et kgalea hemines juratot, 
sworn to speak the truth, (who were sum> 
moned by the Sheriff for that purpose), is 
confirmed b/ the Great Charter, and the 
House of Commons used to proceed by 
this trial in the reign of King Richard II. 
and long after, till they usurped the arbi¬ 
trary power to which they now pretend to 
be entitled. 

But, as I promised, hear the beginning 
of thi^ letter, to shew that my Lord Holt 
Was not quite singular in his decision, that 
„ the Judges could examine into matters of 
Parliament, I will now cite a case where 
he was supported by the other three 
Judges of his Court, and judgment waa 
given accordingly. This case is extremely 
important, as the conduct of those Judges 
will furnish an admirable pattern for the 
Judges of the present day, notwithstand¬ 
ing the intimidations which have been 
held out. Your Lordship, no doubt, re- 
*Collects the case, though Mr. Ponsonby 
may not. It is “ The King and Queen 

against Knowles.” (Trin. <3 Will, and 
Mary, 12 Mod. 56,) 

. Samuel Byre, Justice, declared that 
•*. this Court (the King’s Bench) shall judge 
of the validity of all judgments and re¬ 
cords here pleaded, and whether they are 
legal or etfectual, or no ; as of an Act of 
Parliament, vtdiat’ is one; than an act by 
King and Lords is not a good one: and 
so they may judge pf an Order of the 
House of Lords, whether»the concurrence 
of the other estates of Parliament, or one 
of them, be requisite ; so the Court may 
take judicial knowledge of the proceedings 
in Parliament, and of their Committees. 

" As to the objection, that the defen¬ 


dant hath, by his demorrinA confbtsed 
this to a judgment eeemdum l^em eScda- 
ntetudinem parliamenH, this is mattmr of law 
arising thereon and demurrer confesses 
only matter of fact, as stated, and leaves 
the matter of law arising thereon to the 
judgment of the court.” 

" As to the order of the House of Lords, 
all the books are, that a Peer cannot be 
degraded but by attainder, or by Act of 
Parliament.” 

Giles Eyre, Justice, accorded with.his 
brother, and said, “ The order of the 
Lords does not bind the liberty of the sub¬ 
ject ; as 2 Inst. 47, about sending able 
lawyers ipto Ireland. Inferior Courts are 
not tied up from judging their proceedings 
void ; as if a Writ of Error be brought in 
Parliament of a judgme'nt in the Common 
Pleas, whereas it should have been in the 
King’s Bench ; the Common Pleas may 
adjudge the Writ of Error void, and no 
supersedeas, and may award execution ; 
or the King’s Bench, notwithstanding this 
error, may examine the judgment upon 
Writ of £^roi> As to the demurrer, that 
confesses only matter of fact, and not of 
law, and lex Parliamenti is matter of law.” 

Gregory, Justicq, agreed in every thing 
said by his brethren. 

Holt, Chief Justice, in a most luminous 
speech, declared that*« the Court of Par- 
" lianient consists of King, Lords, and 
" Commons.” (Crump. Jurisd. of Courts, 
11,4 Inst. 1. Dyer 60.) And after having 
spoken at some length of the legislative 
and judicial power of the Lord^, he says, 
“ As to the * secundum legem et consuetu- 
" ‘ dinem parliament!,’ that is added by the 
« king’s council only in terrarem. Lex 
” Pariiamenti is lex terra, and if a ques- 
“ tion concerning it doth arise in a cause 
“ of which the King’s Bench has proper 
" connusance, the King’s Bench may ad- 
•• judge of it as the Spiritual Courts do of 
” temporal judgments, as patents, deeds, 
“ &c. for the connu-;ancedfttfie principal 
" draws with it the connusance of the ac- 
" cessaries and' incidents. (Dyer 60.) 
“ And this holds in case of privilege of 
“ Pdrliament; as in Sir John Benyon’s 
“ case, Trin. 14 Car. 2. ift the Common 
" Pleas, where filing an original against a 
" sitting Member was adjudged no breach 
" of privilege. It is no new thing for our 
" Common Law Oiurts to examine mat- 
“ ters of this nature, which concern pro- 
** ceedings in Parliament; we do but 
" follow* the example* of our predecesaurs. 
" In the 38tl» year of Edvt'wrd tha Thirds 
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** the Bishop certiricd to this Court that 
•* the father aiui mother were married, but 
** that the party was born in adultery; 

** the Lords sent a writ to the Judges, and 
" ordered them to judge on the special 
matter; bat the Judges did not obey. 

" In Stanton’s case, the Lords commanded 
** the Court of Common Pleas to give a 
** judgment; the Chief Justice refused; 

*' afterwards, in his absence, the others 
" complicfl, and gave judgment; the 
*• King’s Bench afterwards examined the 
** proceedings of the Lords, and adjudged 
*/ them void : as appears 15 £dw. lit. 1, 

*•' 2. in the Oxford Library. We are not 
“ to delay the Justice of the I^and, and 
'' the law of it is our Rule; and for these 
" reasons, let the indictment be qnash- 
** ed and this was done accordingly. 

My Lord, 1 am certain that your Lord- 
aiiip must not only concur in opinion with 
these leuriu'tl Judges, but also admire their 
wisdom and integrity ; and 1 have no 
doubt that my Lord l^lleiiborough and his 
brethren will act in the same upright and 
patrmtic inamuT. Tlic law of the land is 
(heir rule, atid they are bound by an 
oath duly to administer the law. The 
King’s Attorney-Genera! may tell niy 
Lord ElicnboiDL’gh that he connot inter¬ 
fere with any tiling done by the Commons; 
but his Lordship cab borrow the expres¬ 
sion of Lord Holt, and say—“ It is on!y 
added ill in Unoi cm.’' l|e has the saino ^ 
cases, and the same arguments, tu support 
him,'as his great predecessor and the other 
tince Judges had ; and those cases are 
enough to prove that the Coui t of King’s 
Bench holds jurisdiction in cases of Privi¬ 
lege of Parliament. He will not, nor will 
any of his brethren, be deterred or intimi¬ 
dated by the observation of Mr. Ponsonby, 
that it would be a gross dereliction of 
duty—a gross transgression of the law of 
the.land—for any Judge, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, to interfere with the Privi¬ 
leges of ihb Commons.” This is a lan- 
ge which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
Et not to have used ; it is (as my Lord 
t said) “ w terroran but the Judges 
will not regard it, they will remember 
their oaths. The Judges of the Court of 
King’s Behdb are much better read in the 
Laws and Constitution of this country than 
Mr. Pons^nby appears to be: and they 
all know that they are not to delay the 
Justice of the hind. They know that the 
Great Charter contains a very plain and ex¬ 
plicit,declaration as to the protection which 
uvery man may expect from the laws of 


this country, and thi^ know what is said 
in the confirmation ot that Charter by .the 
Act of 25 Edward I. *• And we will;” 
says that statute, tliat our Justices, which 
under us have the laws of our. land to 
guide, shall allow the same Charter, 
pleaded before them in all its points as the 
Common Law.” Chap. 2.—" And wa will 
that if any judgment be given from hence¬ 
forth, contrary to the points of the Chartre 
aforesaid by the Justices, it shall be un¬ 
done, and bolden for nought.” • 

My Lord, 1 shall now beg leave to con¬ 
clude. 1 have followed Mr. Ponsonby 
step by step, and 1 shall be ready to fol¬ 
low him still farther whenever be is dis¬ 
posed to proceed. To yoit. my Lord, the 
people are now looking up with a pecu- 
liardegree of confidence. They remember 
with gratitude and delight the many 
noble stands which you have made for 
their liberties; and above all, for the 
Trial by Jury, which is th^ motto of your 
Lordship’s arms. They have witnessed 
the candour—they have felt the genero¬ 
sity—they have admired the nobility of 
soul which is contained in your liord- 
sliip’s speech in the House of Peers on the 
subject now before us. Your Ixirdship is 
tyuly noble ; for virtue is the only, true 
nnUility; and greater virtue cannot be 
displayed than ia important services don^ 
to our countrymen. Your Lordship has 
often served your country, but never more 
sincerely than in your declaration, that 
‘i you would sooner die, than submit to 
“ any ddminion but that of- the Law.” 
You said, that if the House of Commons 
should dare to commit your iearned 
friend. Lord Ellenborougb, as they for¬ 
merly committed Lord Chief Justice 
Pemberton, “ you would resist the usur- 
“ pation with your strength, and bones, 
“ and blood.” This, my Lord, was ex¬ 
cellently said ; it displays the same cha¬ 
racter as you.have always maintained; 
and you very properly observe, that 
“ what has been the character of your 
•• mind and understanding must continue' 
“to .be its character.” ‘Your Lordship 
will not be governed bv. party, nor sur¬ 
render your principles to interest; you 
are a constant, resolute, and honest man. 

I am confident yqu must acknowledge 
that the House Commons have carried 
this matter too far; they have not attend¬ 
ed to the statute of the 1 st of Henry VHL 
which “ admonishes Parliaments, tEat 
“instead of.the ordinary and precioue 
“ trial by Jury, they bring not in absolute^ 
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** and partial triali W Discretion.*’ Let 
us'hope then, my Lord, that our laws 
will prerail; nay they most prevail, for 
they stand upon too Hrm a basis to be 
shaken by Mr.- Ponsonby, or the whole 
House of Commons put together. Their 
custom amounts to nothing; it has not 
existed from that period time which 
the law requires in order to make it good: 

■ and besides, it is against and in the very 
face of the ancient and fundamental law 
’ of a trial by Jury. It is contrary even to 
the original proceeding of the Commons 
themselves, which was, I repeat, in the 
reign of Richard 11. by the verdict of 
twelve men. Their present proceeding is 
a complete uRjrpation on the rights and 
liberties of the People--an unwarrantable 
rapression, in open violation of King 
John’s Great Charter; and such, no 
doubt, the Judges, who have power, will 
feel themselves obliged, b}' their oaths, to 
declare, in .spite of the observations and 
intimidations which some learned Persons 
have thought propel* to throw out. The 
Judges know their duty, and the People 
are confident that they will perform it. 

With the highest respect and regard 
for your Lordship, L have the honour to 
he, my Lord, Your most obedient, hum- 
. blesiervant, •• PunucoiA. 


TO SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY. 

XofSt yxf T»t iftafTicis • 

RfUu¥, TO 8’ fix5 K$V (ilTOl x*xo». 

SiKi—Knowing for how long a time the 
powers of your mind have been directed 
towards the amendment of our penal code, 
and consequently aware that the subject 
.•must have been often contemplated by 
you in all its bearings and relations, I 
feel some hesitation in nfiering to your 
attention the thoughts, perhaps equally 
vague and ill digested, bf one who can 
pretend to no experience in those laws, 
Bor to any long or profound investigation 
of their tendency and results. 

The opinion expressed by Dr. Parr, in 
his well-known Note on this subject, 
(Character of C. J. Fox, Vol. ii.), respect^ 
ing the want of a thorough reformation of 
•the system, is, I bdlieye, equally enter¬ 
tained by all who are conversant with the 
arguments on which it is supported, and 
unbiassed by the prejudices too often in- 
teparable from a professional life. It 
follows, almost of course, that those who 
have adopted it most, concur with the 
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shme-author in his wish, that the Reform 
so much needed might be efifected, not by ^ 
gradual amendments, but by the iiinme- 
diate abrogation of all passed statutes, and 
the substitution of a new code, worthy, in 
all respects; of the improved philosophy 
of this age, and answerable to the learn¬ 
ing, industry, amd humanity of the sagas 
who should be selected to compile and 
perfect it. The only objection that I 
have been able to find to so desirable a 
consummation, is its impracticability. 
You must be sufficiently aware. Sir, from 
the opposition which your own endea¬ 
vours to rectify a very small part of the 
disorders of the existing system, have ex¬ 
perienced ; that, to wail for the hour when 
so extensive a plan of alteration might 
even be listened to with attention, would 
be to procrastinate all reform to an inde¬ 
finite period. The ears of our lawyers 
and statesmen must first be habituated to 
the recital of imperfections, and their pre¬ 
judices softened by the re.«ult of less im¬ 
portant operations which, by convincing 
them that their past apprehensions of 
danger were groundless, may lead them 
to feel less confidence in the reasonable¬ 
ness of future terrors, before any proposal 
for thoroughly cleansing the Augean 
stable can be seriously entertained, or 
even tolerated, by the legislature of the 
country.—These, without doubt. Sir, are 
the views whl|^ have induced you to call 
the attention of the legislature towards 
the defects in our laws, by proposing, in 
the first place, the abrogation of some 
which, as they aie the most flagrantly 
absurd in theory, are also the most futile 
and inoperative in practice. It cannot 
but have formed part of the consideration# 
upon which you have proceeded, that, 
whatever acts of a similar tendency you 
may in future propose, the recommenda¬ 
tion of them will come before the nation 
with tenfold weight, if accompanied by 
documents proving not only the barmlcss- 
ness, but the beneficial results, of the 
measures already eflected. Now, though 
nothing can be more certain than that 
the punishment of death,, being attached 
to ofiences which no man, with the 
mon feelings of humanity, can ever think 
deserving of it, increases the chances 0^ 
escape upon which offenders calculate, 
and, consequently, tends to augment the 
number of offenders; though the converse 
of this* proposition be also true, namely, 
that, by substituting a milder punishment, 
the chance would be dimuiiihed, and the 

2 Da • • 
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number of bSenders eoiMe(|aetitly lessoned; 
though, upon the whole, it be tmquestiona- 
hle that a Beform of the entire system of 
Penal Law, proceeding upon this princi* 
pie, would necessarily lead to this desira¬ 
ble end; I nevertheless doubt, whether 
any very palpable diminution in the num¬ 
ber oi oflences is to be expected from the 
repeal of a lew laws so seldom enforced 
as those which you have been lately, and 
still are engaged, in subverting. 1 do not 
stater this doubt as in the slightest degree 
tending to invalidate the grounds of jus¬ 
tice and humanity upon which the pro- 
riety of such a repeal is established; 
ut only, as the foundation of niy^pinion, 
that you are not likely to reap, fiom its 
accomplishment, (if an uncoiinecterl and 
solitary measure,) that advantage, in re¬ 
spect of testimony, to the beneficial result 
of your views, with which it is highly 
desirable that you should be armed when¬ 
ever you may hereafter come forward to 
propose the ulterior and more important 
objects of Reform.—This leads direcjtly to 
another view of the question, respecting 
which no possible doubt can be enter¬ 
tained ; but as to the propriety of making 
it a matter of leading and previous, or only 
of auxiliary and sultsequcnt consideration. 
—When it is proposed to abolish a penalty 
hitherto attached to certain oflences on 
the ground of impolitic severity, the first 
question to be asked is, wh^ other penalty 
would you substitute in its place ? Now 
it appears to me most immediately essen¬ 
tial to the utility of the proposed abroga¬ 
tion, that the nature of the penalty to be 
substituted should be, in the first place, 
deliberately weighed, and that species 
and degree of punishment of course pre¬ 
ferred which is best calculated to answer 
the only legitimate purposes of Penal 
Law, the prevention of crimes, and the 
correction of offenders. The merits of the 
beat founded, proposal, for mitigating the 
severity of a law, can never be iairly sub¬ 
mitted to the test of experience, unless 
accompanied by a suitable and equal at¬ 
tention to the expediency of that which 
is pri^osed to be the mitigated penalty.— 
For a coniide/able period, Transportation 
has been the punishment usually substitu- 
i»ed to tbat/>f death: in cases where the 
'mercy of the judge has intervened to save 
the offeodet' from undergoing the utoaost 
rigour of the law, an4 same punish- 
ment has also been freqiHaatly enacted by 
the .Legislatuta* Of the political ad van- 
Uge to Great Britain of colonizing New 


Holland at all, or of colonizing it in thia 
particular manner, I do not preauineTto 
offer any opinion. But, considering the 
punishment of Transportation only in its 
results as connected with the present sub¬ 
ject, 1 believe you will allow that its effi¬ 
cacy is at least open to doubt and deserv¬ 
ing of investigation. The fear of punish¬ 
ment may, in some cases, be powerful 
enough to dissuade from the commissioii 
of crimes; but considering the ignorance, 
the poverty, and the habitual depravity, 
of the great mass of criminals, I cannot 
think so well of human nature as to sup¬ 
pose that the prospect of losing their na¬ 
tive country can be very terrible to the 
majority of those who suhjdbt tbeiuselyes 
to the deprivation. As to the correction 
of offenders, I have heard that the greater 
number of those who have returned from 
Transportation, have returned more ac¬ 
complished in vice than they went out; 
and, considering all the cirCqmstances of 
their condition, I am far from thinking 
this representation improbable or believ¬ 
ing it to be exaggerated. Some, no 
doubt, (I would willingly believe that the 
number is not small), have availed them¬ 
selves of the opportunities afforded them 
to retrieve by iiidu.otry and good conduct, 
in tHeir new place of habitation, theC’ba-^ 
racter and the happiness which they had 
•thrown -away while in their native coun¬ 
try. But those who arc so favourably 
•disposed remain fur the most part settlers 
in* the land which they have thus compul¬ 
sorily adopted for their own. This also 
is a matter deserving of very cloje and 
diligent enquiry; and, if the number uf 
persons so reformed and placed in situa¬ 
tions of greater comparative happiness 
than those of which their crimes had dis¬ 
possessed them, appears upon investiga¬ 
tion to be so considerable as the advocates 
for this colonizing system have sometimes 
represented it to be', that Vi 11 certainly .be 
an argument of some weight in its favour. 
But on the other hand there will be to be 
weighed against it the consideration of so 
many valuable citizens lost to the mother 
country, and there will rammiiitto be dis¬ 
cussed thif^qiaestions, wbcth«ril»y the adop¬ 
tion of .pofqjer modes of'.punishment at 
home, the same or t^i^dealer number of* 
offenders might not have been reclaimed 
and preserved to the state ? Whether,' if 
banishment is allowed to be in some cases 
expedient, it is expedient to any thing 
like the extent in which it is at present 
resorted to? Whether banishment for a 
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limited aum6er of years is to be consider* 
ed as beneficial in any case, or whether, 
onlhe contrary, it should not always be' 
for the life of the ofiender, and confined to 
cases either of great enormity in them¬ 
selves or of a peculiarly dangerous ten¬ 
dency to the state ? —However, whether 
llie present system of Transportation for 
petty offences is to be pei^evered in, or 
not, it is evidently most important, to- 
'wards giving its due eifect to any relaxa¬ 
tion of severity in respect of crimes now 
‘subjcstt tfi capital punishment, that the 
state of the prisons be most strictly at¬ 
tended to; and (coupled with that coiisid- 
eratioii) that arrangements be made for 
introducing a system of hard labour and 
severe and wd'tchful inspection of the pri¬ 
soners, upon plans already laid down by 
persons of the greatest experience, under¬ 
standing and benevolence. A prejudice 
against the adoption of hard labour as a 
general and extended system seems to 
have been hji-ftily taken up by unreflect¬ 
ing men in consequence of the lamentable 
failure of some experiments of that de¬ 
scription which were formerly made.— 
But several excellent writers have sufli- 
ciently explained the causes of that fail¬ 
ure, and accounted for it, upon such 
principles as would (if attended to) eflec- 
^tVially provide, against the recnrreiiife of 
a similar disappointment. Other diffi¬ 
culties have been started, and more wilh 
unquestionably present themselves, dur¬ 
ing discussion ; to detail and combat' 
which would not be a very short, nor (!ti 
some respects) a very easy task ; but I 
am persuaded that the object might be 
brought about by proper management j 
and the true way of effecting it would be, 
in the first place, to propose such a ge- 
, neral plan as may, upon the fullest de¬ 
liberation, appear least liable to objec¬ 
tion ; leaving it open to such amendments 
as may afterwards, either in discussion, 
or in the event dt' experience, be found 
essentially necessary.—The occasional use 
of solitary confinement is'another branch 
of gaol discipline, which would naturally 
come under review, at the same time 
with that to wfiichT have just adverted. 
So also would the practicability of intro-* 
ducing with efifect the use of rewards for 
industry and good conduct, as an instru¬ 
ment of reformation ; and, above all,^ the 
very important consideration of what is to 
be done with criminals, when the term of 
Cheir imprisonment has expired, and they 
VC about tp be thrown back upon the 


woald, from which their offence baa for a 
time secluded them, 'i bough I am well 
aware, that the state of Pennsylvania, at 
the time of the reform in the criminal 
code of that pruvince, was so different from 
that of England, that ihe measures adopted 
in one country, cannot be applied with 
certainty as precedents for ihe conduct of 
the other, yet I have no doubt that the 
regulations of the Philadelphia House of 
Correction (which are subjoined to the 
excellent treatise of Mr. Bradford) may 
in many respects be introduced into our 
prisons with all the bene.ici>|l consequen¬ 
ces which are said to have resulted Horn 
them in the country, where they have 
been intioduced. Nearly twenty years 
have now elapsed since the experiment 
was first made in Peniiiylvania, and since 
the publication of Mr. Bradford’s •* In- 
q uiryIt has offen sti uck me, therefore, 
that the mo-st important document that 
could be obtained for the furtherance of 
liberal and benevolent views, of the same 
nature in this country, would be a faith¬ 
ful. aqd minute report of the progressive 
state of crimes and punishments jn Penn-r 
syIvania during that period; Mr. Brad¬ 
ford’s book being suthcient evidence of 
the prior conditiim of the province in 
those respects, from a comparison with 
which, a calculation^night then be made, 
of the real benefits or disadvantages of 
every particular branch of the reformed 
system.—1 would not be supposed. Sir, 
to entertain a moment’s doubt of your 
grave, and deliberate intention, to bring 
these matters forward, at some future pe¬ 
riod, as part of the scheme.you have de¬ 
signed fur the melioration of uur laws; 
nor should I have thought of addressing 
to you this letter, on any other ground 
than that of suggesting to your wisdom 
and experience, as worthy of consider¬ 
ation, whether some plan tor the reform 
of prison discipline, as welt as an inquiry 
into the results of the punishment of trans¬ 
portation, ought not to precede any great 
and important alteration of the penal 
code ? Whether, in short, betore some 
regular and invariable system is adopted 
ill the execution of corrective justice, it' 
is reasonable to expect any very sensible 
diminution of the general sum of crimes 
and misery from the repeal ef laws in- « 
flicting capital punishment, however co¬ 
gent may be the reasons of such repeal 
on the principlesof humanity, policy, and 
justice,And howe/er the proposel^ of it 
may, upon these principles, be entitled 
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to tbe thanks of their fellow countrythen, 
aiid to the praise and honour of posterity ? 
1 am. Sir, with the greatest respect. Yours, 

iNpACATOR. 


LIBERTY OF THE SUBJECT. 

" Oncrotoest, scite per Leffem quid sit justom.” 

10 Co. 140. 

Sir;—^The eloquent oration of the 
learned Ex-Chancellor of Ireland (Mr. 
Ponsonby) must have been, no doubt, 
peculiarly cheering to the advocates fur 
the very extensive Privileges claimed by 
tbe House of Commons. This Gentle¬ 
man may now, 1 think, be hailed as the 
Atlas of the House of Commons ; ^for who 
less than an Atlas could support privileges 
which the learned Gentleman himself con¬ 
tended to be unlimited, illimitable, unde¬ 
fined, and indefinable. That the Learned 
Gentleman could so luminously prove to 
his own satisfaction in an elaborate argu¬ 
ment of some hours, what must be in¬ 
comprehensible to every mind but his 
own, will surely raise (he indignation of 
the Sister Country against that Ministry 
whose accession to power deprived them 
of so invaluable a Chancellor. 1 should 
think Ministers could hardly have fore¬ 
seen the odium thkt must necessarily at¬ 
tach upon them, when they called in aid 
the mental powers of the learned Gentle¬ 
man, and greeted his berenlean labours 
with such continue{[ plaudits. Argu¬ 
ments in support of uncontrouied power 
must in tlmir nature be gigantic. Mr. 
Ponsonby’s appear so capacious, that like 
Fame in Virgil, they elude the grasp of 
tnan to visit we kindred clouds, •• et caput 
tnter nuhila condit.’*- It was the bane of 
Philosophy that the unintellibie dogmas 
of Aristotle prevailed in the schools a 
thousand years. At length a Bacon, fol¬ 
lowed by a Des Cartes, and a Newton, 
dissipated the unkindly gloom; and by 
eatablishing- the wholesome axiom, that 
no deductions should be made from data 
not clear and indisputable, science once 
more resumed her station upon earth, and 
invigorated the human mind with her 
irradiations. If the opinion of the ex- 
Chaiicellor he correct, philosophy and 
politics, science' and government, appear 
> at the extreme poles of sublunary space, 
doomed to remain ia perpetual opposition. 
To be wise, says Philosophy, assume as 
true nothing that is ambiguous; would 
you have the beat of Government, says 
Politics, (through Mr. Poijsonhy) you 


most be kept in ignorance ; voo must de¬ 
legate a power exceeding ml definition, 
passing ail bounds. 1 will not enquire into 
the principle of this extraordinary variance 
between Science and Politics; 1 will leave 
that to Mr. Ponsonby. 1 will take the 
liberty, however, of making a few com¬ 
ments on the Speech of this Gentleman as 
related by the newspapers. Mr. Pon¬ 
sonby has asserted, it seems, that the 
Constitution necessarily vests a discretion 
somewhere ; and he then asks, where it 
can be so safely and properly deposited 
as in the House of Commons. Does the 
learned Gentleman mnan by discretion, 
what Lord Coke has said of it in my 
motto ? If he does, then Lajv and Discre¬ 
tion are synonymous terms; and I believe 
in that most Lawyers will accord. If Mr. 
Ponsonby means by discretion what my 
Lord Coke did not; does he affix to it the 
popular meaning given by Dr. Johnson ? 
" The liberty of acting at pleasure; un- 
" controuled and unconditional power?” 
I rather presume, as the learned Gentle¬ 
man was contending that the written laws 
of the land did not apply to the House of 
Commons, he must intend to give to dis¬ 
cretion the interpretation 1 have just 
quoted. Indeed it can, in respect of the 
Priirilcges of the House of Commons, ad^ 
mit but one of two meanings; Eithef'that 
the Privileges are governed by the Laws 
'of the Land, in which case the Judges, as 
the constitutional expounders of the Law, 
*qiust take cognizance of them ; or the 
Privileges of the House of Commons are 
not limited by the law, but are merely 
the result of the fluctuating will and plea¬ 
sure of the House; or in other word.s, 
are " uncontrouied and unconditional 
poWer.” The learned Gentleman is no 
doubt aware, that all Constituiional Wri-' 
ters have defined 'I'yranny to lie uncon¬ 
trouied power vested in any body of men, 
whether it consist of considerable or 
small numbers. Yield then to the learned 
Gentleman the.Privileges for which he 
contends, and you yield him a Tyrannic 
Government. The learned Geiitieman 
will, I have no doubt, say, what every po- 
^litical Tyro has been taught from infancy 
to manhood, that our Constitution is not 
Tyrannical; that the three Estates of 
which it is composes are so combined as to 
check uncontrouied and unconditional 
power in either; and that such was and 
ever has been the acknowledged object*of 
the Constitution; and that in this ppintof 
view, and in diis onlyi have those Constitu- 
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tional writers, Montesquieu, DeLolme, and 

* others, panegyrised the English Gorern> 
inent as the most perfect that has ever yet 
appeared. And yet must the learned Ex- 
Chancellor eitlier concede to us, that 
those writers were totally mistaken in re¬ 
spect of our Constitution, and that it is un- 
dodbtedly tyrannical; or if he claim their 
panegyrics, then naust he ^abandon bis 
.contest for the privileges in question. 
The learned gentleman has however as- 

.serted, that a discretiun is necessarily 
vested somewhere ; and by way of illus- 
tration, he suggests, that the final decision 
of the Lords in appeal is a discretionary 
power. Now, I really do not compre¬ 
hend how th^Lords can be said to have 

* a discretionary power in this instance. It 
must be remembered that all Appeals to 
the Lords must be on a question of Law, 
not of fact; for of the fact, a Jury, and a 
Jury only can decide. An appeal there¬ 
fore arises from this ; that a Judge before 
whom the question of Law has been dis¬ 
cussed, has given such an exposition of 
the Law, as he in his conscientious judg¬ 
ment has felt correct; but, that this deci¬ 
sion having been unsatisfactory to one of 
the litigant parties, he appeals to a higher 
Tribynal, to have also its expodtion of 
the Law; and supposing this TribunaJ to 
he the Lords, Vhose Judgment is final, 

^ who in common sense can attribute to it 
discretionary power ? The Judge who 
first decided gave his opinion of the Law ; 
the Lords, who are afterwards the Judges 

* give their exposition of the Law; what 
is there here of discretion, except thatdis- 
cretion^ which my Lord Coke calls,' scire 
per legem quid sit justum." The Ex- 
Chancellor’s Argument, I confess with 
l^reat deference to his experience, has not 

*«ven speciousuess, much less solidity. 
Equally fallacious does it appear to me, 
when Mr. Ponsonby speaks of the discre¬ 
tion of a Judge in^cases of contempt of bis 
authority. Here the Gentleman talks of 
discretion being necessarily vested in the 
Judge. Does the learned Gentleman mean 
here, uncontTouled and unconditional 
power ?” I do not know, whether that 

. was the opinion the learned Ex-Chancel¬ 
lor entertained of his power daring his 
^ancellonhip ; ifitjwas, I will venture 
€o assert, that the learned^ntleroan ought 
never to have been made a Judicial Offi¬ 
cer ; for sore I am, that there exists not a 
Judge in England who ever dreamed of 
any each power; nor does the Constitu¬ 
tion delegate my .such power to any 


Judge or Judges whatever. Ifln cases of 
contempt a Judge has this uncontrouled 
power, then he may for disobedience of 
his authority, transport for fourteen yean, 
commit for an indefinite period to solitary 
confinement, or punish with the pillory. 
Was vtbis the discretionary power tiie 
learned Ex-Chancellor thought he pos- 
sas-spd in Ireland? Why Sancho Panaa, 
the illustrious companion of Don Quixote, 
would have represented Astrea herself, 
compared with a Judge, holding such [prin¬ 
ciples. With respect to the punishment of 
contempts by the Lord Chancellor of Eng¬ 
land, of which the learned Gentleman said 
.so much by way of analogy, I should be 
much in^ined to suspectihe learned gentle¬ 
man’s knowledge of the practice of a Court 
of Equity. Tlte contempts of which the 
Lord Chancellor takes notice, are those 
acts which interfere with liis judicial du¬ 
ties. For instance, preparatory to a suit 
being in a state of maturity to *call for his 
Lordship’s judgment, many orders are 
made, w'hich in the technical language of 
the CiTurt are called interlocutory orders; 
it is'quite manifest that unless these orders 
are obeyed the suit must be delayed; and 
that a Judge, to deal out justice to tlie 
Suitors of the Court, must of necessity en¬ 
force obedience to such orders.—^Th« 
Court does this by Commitment of the 
party until satisfaction be made for the in- 
'jury the disobedience has occasioned to 
the Suitor; but does the learned Ex- 
Chancellor of Ireland, imagine that a Lord 
Chancellor of England can punish with 
uncontrouled and unconditional power. 
Let him ask my Lord Eldon this question. 
Let me intreat Mr. Ponsonby, to interro¬ 
gate my Lord Erskine upon this subject.— 
All contempts of court, I assert, are pu¬ 
nished as injurious to the suitors of the 
respective courts, and not as injuries to 
the judge or judges presiding in them. 
This is the principle, and the only princi¬ 
ple on which commitments for contempt 
are founded. All other offences must be 
the subject of civil action, or orimiiial pro¬ 
secution. Mr. Ponsonby has adduced an 
extraordinary argument drawn ab iiico^ 
modo. He has talked of the palpable in- 
conveniency and inconsistency of a judge 
waiting at the door of a grand jury room. 
Admirable Eastern tenets thele! What 
says the Grand Sullan } he e^tactly ac¬ 
cords with the Ex-Chancellor of Ireland— 
Wait at the door pf a grand jury room- 
insolent* admonition! Let the wretch -be 
boW'Struog, • Eet me ask iha Bx-Chan- 
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tcellWj if he had been waiking .the streets 
of Dublin, wid some ruffian had assaulted, 
xobbed, and reriled him with the coarse.'^t 
expressions, whether he could' have had 
any redress but by criminal information 
granted upon his affidavit of the injury 
austained, or by waiting at the door of a 
grand jury room. The latter, I believe, 
could have been his only course. If a 
grand jury room, of which the gentleman 
has spoken so contemptuously ; which 
has BO much wounded his feelings; is the 
constitutional means of redress, to which 
-the wisest, greatest, best of men are daily 
resorting, why should it be so abhorrent 
to the feelings of the Ex>€hancellor of 
Ireland, or any other Judge. Has the 
learned Ex-Chancellor so quarrelled with 
the Constitution that the most amiable of 
its institutions must be sacriBced to his in- 
4ignation. Let me ask, if some wretch 
were to assault our aged and revered 
Monarch,* whether his Majesty could 
commit and punish the oilendcr ? But 
what is Majesty to a Judge ! To an Ex- 
chancellor of Ireland!—1 really. Sir, have 
been endeavouring to collect froih the 
Speech of the learned ^rentleman some¬ 
thing that may be considered a tolerable 
Answer to tlie Arguments which have 
been urged against the exercise of the 
Privileges of the House of Commons to 
the extent claimed.—From a ci-devant 
high law officer, I expected something 
having, at least, the appearance of soli¬ 
dity ; but, 1 confess, I perceive nothing of 
so ** questionable a shape." I see con- 
eiderable ebullition of passion at the sup¬ 
posed indignity of resorting to the means 
{Minted out by our admirable Constitution 
i'or obtaining redress for Injury; and I 
have found the term discretion used with- 
.out any precise, or if precise, with at least 
a very absurd -interpretation. I will con- 
4 Sede to the learned Gentleman what the 
newspapers have attributed to him; con¬ 
siderable eloquence; but I cannot concede 
,to him, what 1 would most readily, could 
} discover it, one single consistent, solid, 
sstiafactory argument. I disco* er, in 
fact, no emanation of the learned Gentie- 
men’s ^qdadom, which is an answer, in the, 
most remote dejgree, to the eloquent, 
manly, constitutional speech of Loni £r- 
(ddne, who has proclaimed to his tel low 
wl^ects his noble resolution, never to de¬ 
sert theDominion of the Law." 
Amcohi's /m, , W. F. S. 

4/ay 10, )«ia 
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crry of London meeting.. 

The following are the Resolutions’ and 
the Petition agreed to by the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Livery of the City of Lon¬ 
don, on the 4th of May, 1810. relative to 
the Imprisonment of Sia Fkancis Bubdbtt ; 
and also relative to a Reform of the Com¬ 
mons’ HouAi of Parliament. 

SMITH, MAYOR. 

In a Meeting or Assembly of the Mayor* 
Aldermen, and Liverymen of tbs seve¬ 
ral Companies of the City of London, 
in Common Hall assemoled, at the 
Guildhall of the said City, on Friday, 
the 4th day of May, 1810. 

Resolvep, 1. That the Livery of Lon¬ 
don, impressed with the deepest senti¬ 
ments of alarm, regret, and indignation, 
at the late extraordinary and unconstitu¬ 
tional proceedings of the House of Com¬ 
mons, which, by the arrest and imprison¬ 
ment of two of their fellow-aubjects, have 
super»eded the laws of the land, and set 
up in their stead, under the claim of pri¬ 
vilege, an undefined, capricious, and ar¬ 
bitrary power, feel themselves irresistibly 
called upon to express, at a crisis so new, 
so arduous, and so fatal to their rights and 
liberties, their unqualified reprobation of 
measures equally subversive of thl^ first 
principles of the Constitution, derogatory^ 
to the real interests and dignity of the 
House of Commons, and injurious to the 
,honour, glory, and happiness of the Sove¬ 
reign, and the people of these realms. 

2. That it appears to this Meeting, that 
the Commons House of Pariiament^ in com¬ 
mitting to prison Mr. John Gale Jones, and 
in breaking open the house of, and in also 
committing to prison one of their Mem¬ 
bers, Sir Francis Burdett, Bart, for alledged 
libels upon themselves, ofiences which, if 
established, were provided against by the 
laws of the country, have been at once 
accusers, legislators, judges, jurors, and 
executioners ii| tbeiff>own cause, sheltering 
themselves under the pretence of privilege, 
and exercising a partial and summary ju¬ 
risdiction, without redress or appeal. 

3. That the whole ^stem of British 
jurisprudence has been thus shaken to'its 
fo'undation, and a discretionary power as¬ 
sumed over the jri Ats and liberties of the 
people as declared and established by the 
Great Charter, repeated and confirmed 
by the Petition of Right and the Bill of 
Rights, and recognizen, enforced, and it> 
lustrated by e mnUiFUcity of sutvtesi 
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4. That it has’ been idly and vainly 
elkacted and re*enacted, " That no Free¬ 
man may be taken or imprisoned* or de¬ 
prived of his freehold or his liberties, or 
of his free customs, or to be outlawed or 
exiled, or in any manner destroyed, but 
by (he judgment of his Peers or by the 
law of the land,** if the House of Commons, 
which is itself but a single branch of the 
Legislature, do, to use the language of the 
Bill of Rights, against the detestable ty> 
rapny of James II. “ by assuming and 
exercising a power of dispensing with and 
suspendinc of laws, and the executing of 
laws without the consent of Parliament,” 
set itself above Parliament, making it- 

.self greater than the whole of which it 
is but a part, dispensing with the laws 
which give to all a remedy against com-' 
niitments by the King himself’, and thus 
erecting itself into a new and monstrous 
Executive, the more dangerous to the livesr 
liberties, and fortunes of the subject, in¬ 
asmuch as it Ql'Jiins for its rule of action 
its own discretion, will, or caprice. 

5. That the true privilege of Parlia¬ 
ment, meaning nothing more than a pro¬ 
tective right, was really designed as an 
immunity and safeguard, to be wielded as 
a shield against the eneroachments, usur¬ 
pations, and tyranny of the Crown—not' 
to, be Converted *iBto an active power of 
violating the rigitts of others, into an in¬ 
strument of annoyance, and a sword of 
destruction against the people. 

6. That the cordial thanks of this Meet- 

ring be given to that illustrious Patriot,* 
Sir Francis Bnrdett, for his upright and 
indepeildgnt conduct in Parliament; for 
his truly constitutional and irresistible Ar¬ 
gument, disproving the power of the 
House of Commons to imprison the peo¬ 
ple of England, and for his legal and 
manly resistance to the Speaker's warrant, 
whereby he has given a practical illustra¬ 
tion of its ineificacy, and demonstrated 
that, as there is nb legal power without 
the legal means of execution, it could not 
be carried into effect without the aid of a 
Btanding army, a violation of the ancient 
laws and rights of Englishmen, and wh'ch, 
in his instance, was so lamentably exem¬ 
plified in the breaking open of his castle, 
and so fatally preceded and followed by 

murder oIl peaceable ^d unoffending 
citixens. 

7. That this Resolution be communi¬ 
cated to Sir Francis Burdett by the She- 
rifi^, and a deputation of the Livery, who 
tre dtaiiad) at the samt: ttme» to assure 


him, that however grateful hb release 
from arbitrary'confinement would 
to the Citizens of London, his liboratimi 
would be no Jubilee to the British People,' 
unless obtained by the triumph‘of those 
grand principles which in bis person have 
been so shamefully and flagrantly violated. 

8. That this Meeting would become ac¬ 
complices in the ruin of their Constitution 
and Country, were they to decline atatiug 
what appears to them to be the fact, that 
the House of Commons has repeatedly 
rejected just and necessary inquiry, 
screened public delinquents and pecula¬ 
tors from punishment, encouraged the 
scandalous traflic of seats in their own 
House, a traflic, *• at the mention of which 
their ancestors woold have startled with 
indignation,” sanctioned the most profli¬ 
gate waste of the public money, and ap¬ 
proved and justifleti an expedition the 
most numerous, forinid„ble and expensive 
that ever left the shores of England, but 
the most degraded, disgraced, and ruin¬ 
ous that ever returned, alike destructive 
of the genuine energies of ihe empire, 
and holding out to the contempt and ridi¬ 
cule of the enemy the folly and imbecility 
of corrupt and wicked Ministers. 

U- That under alUthese evils and cala'* 
mities—these accumulated and accumulat¬ 
ing grievances, it appears to this Meeting 
that no chance is left for the salvation of 
the Constitution and the Country from 
impending ruin, but a Reform in the Re¬ 
presentation of the People in the Com¬ 
mons House of Parliament, which, to be 
efficient, must be speedy and radical. 

10. That the people of the United 
Kingdom are hereby entreated to co-ope¬ 
rate, by petition, remonstrance, and all 
constitutional means, in the attainment of 
this salutary and indispensible obj'ect. 

11. That a Petition founded on these 
Resolutions^ be pre^ented to the Honoura¬ 
ble the House of Commons. 

12. That the Petition now read be fairly 
transcribed and signed by two Aldermen 
and twelve Liverymen, and presented to 
the Honourable the House of Commons, 
by H. C. Combe, Esq. Sir W. Curtis, Sir 
C. Price, and Sir J. Shaw. Bart.; and 
Ithey are hereby instructed, as Re’presen- 
tatives of this City, to support the same. 

13. Resolved unanimously, ^hat the 
thanks'^bf this Hall be given to Aldermajt 
Combe, one of the RepresentatWes of this 
City, for the discharge of his duties, and 
for his oonstitutioifal conduct in Parlia¬ 
ment, 
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14. Resolved uoanimoMsly, That the 
Thanks of this Ilall be given to the Right 
Hon. the Lord Mayor, for his impartial 
conduct this day, and for bis upright and 
honourable conduct as Chief Magistrate, 
and hiaconstiUidonal endeavours to pre> 
serve the peace of the City tritfaout the 
aid of the jnilitary. 

15. RMolved' unanimously. That the 
thanks of> this Hall be given to the She* 
rifis, for their constitutional endeavours to 
preserve the peace of the City without 
Ills aid of the military. 

WOODTHOKPE. 

TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF THE 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT tlRITAlN AND 

IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

Tht hunible Address, Remonstrance, and 
Petition, of the Lord Mayor, Aider- 
men, and Livery qf the City of London, 
in Common Ufdl eiswndiled, this -Uh 
day qf May, 1810. 

We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery of the City of London, iii.Commori 
Hall assembled, beg leave, w’ith feelings 
of the most anxious concern, to present 
this our humble Address, Petition, and 
Remonstrance ; and we earnestly entreat 
your Honourable House to give to it a' 
favourable recepbon; for how can we 
hope' for redress and relief, if the bare 
statement of the wrongs and grievances uf 
which we complain be rejfxited ? We 
also-beg your Honourable House to be¬ 
lieve, that in the language we may have 
occasion, and are indeed compelled to 
employ, no offence is intended to your 
Honourable House. 

The circumstance which most deeply 
affiicts us, and which most strongly impels 
us at this time to approach your Honoura¬ 
ble House is, what appears to us to have 
been, on your part, a violation of the per¬ 
sonal security of the people of the land. 
We hum bJy conceive, that, without law, and 
against law, you have imprisoned two of 
your fellow-subjects, and that, without a 
trial, without a hearing, you have con¬ 
demned them. Law requires legal process 
and trial by Jury of our equals. Justice 
demands that no person shall be Prosecu¬ 
tor, Juror, Judeo, and Executioner, in his 
own cause. We beg leave to express our 
conviction that this eternal principle of 
immutable justice cannot be annulled by 
any House of Commons, by any King, by 
any Parliament, by any Legisf&ture upon 
earth. But it appears tq us that your 


honourable House have, in the instances 
ofMr. John Gale Jones and Sir Fran^ 
Burdett, assumed, accumulated, ainl exer¬ 
cised all these offices. 

We feel it a doty which we owe to you, 
to ourselves, to our posterity, to state, 
that, in our conception, this jurisdiction is 
unfounded; and we humbly, but firmly 
declare wir opinion against the existence 
of this power in any hands;—a jurisdiction 
unknown to us, a power above the law, 
and which could be enferce.d only by 
military violence; a violence mSdc mani¬ 
fest by the breaking open of an English¬ 
man’s castle, made by the preceding and 
and subsequent murder of peaceable and 
unofTendiiig citizens. 

Permit us humbly to observe, that the 
construction of your Honourable House 
prevents our surprise at this conduct of 
your Honourable House. We will not 
enter into the detail, so often and so ably 
stated to your Honourable House, by 
which it appears, that upwards, of three 
hundred Members of your Honourable 
House, in England and Wales only, are 
not elected by the People, in any honest 
sense of the word People ; but are sent to 
your Honourable House by the absolute 
nomination or powerful influence pf about 
one hundred and fifty Peers and others, as 
averred in a Petition to your Hohourable 
House in the year 17b'I, and which re¬ 
mains on your Journals uncontroverteil. 
This is the great constitutional disease of 
our country. This is the true root of all 
evils, corruprions, and oppressions, undel 
which M’c labour. If it be not eradicated, 
the nation must perish. 

In support of this our sincere convic¬ 
tion, we need only refer to the i\ever-to- 
be-forgotten Vote of your Honourable 
House, refusing to e.xamine .evidence ob'-a 
charge against Lord Castlereagh and Mr. 
Perceval, then two of the King’s Ministers, 
for trafficing in seats in your Honourable 
House. 

We remember well, that when it was 
gravely averred, and proof oflered, in a 
Petition which stood on your Journals, 
and the complaints thereof unredressed 
for more than twenty years, " That seats . 
for Legislation in the House of Commons 
were as notwiously rented end bought as 
the standings fpr mtle at a fab,” the tlfen 
Honourable House, treated the assMtioa 
With affected indignation, and the Minister 
threatened to punish the Petitioaev, for 
presenting a scandalous and libellous 
tition. Bat we have lived to aee « House 
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of Cemmons^vow the traffic, and screen 
th^e accused of this breach of law and 
ri^ht, because it has been equally com¬ 
mitted by all parties, and was a practice 
*' as notorious^ as the Son at noon day.” 
At this Vote, and at these practices, we 
feel as “ our ancestors would hare felt,” 
and cannot repress the' expression of “ our 
indignation and disgust.” • 

Under these circumstances, may we not 
be permitted to ask, where is your justice, 
where your dignity? Mr. John Ci’ale 
Jones is confined within the walls of New¬ 
gate, for an alleged offence against }’our- 
selves, which, if committed against any 
other subjects of these realms, or even 
' against the King lymself, must have been 
adjudged by the established Rules and 
Laws of the Land ! Lord Castlereagh con¬ 
tinued to be a principal Minister of the 
Crown, and is now a free Member of your 
Honourable Mouse! Sir Francis Burdett, 
dragged by a ntilitary force from the 
bosom of his farnDy, is committed to the 
Tower for exercising the right of constitu¬ 
tional discussion, common, and, indeed, 

‘ undeniable to you, to us, to all ! Mr. 
Spencer Perceval continues a Member of 
your Honourable House, taking a lead in 
your deliberations, the first Minister of 
the Crown, and the chief adviser of th^ 
Royal eSunci Is! '• 

^Undcr the agoflizing feelings excited 
by the late imprisonment of our fellow 
subjects, can it be necessary for us to re¬ 
capitulate the many instances, as thus ap- 
pfears to us, of refusals to institute just and 
‘ necessary inquiry; to pursue to condign 
punishment public delinquents and pecu¬ 
lators ; to economize the means and re¬ 
sources of the State; to admmiater to the 
people relief and redress for the various 
disgraces which the national honour has 
sustained, fur the lavish profusion of 
British blood and treasure, extravagantly 
wasted in ill-contrived and fruitless cam¬ 
paigns, and more particularly in the hu¬ 
miliating and ignominious expedition to 
the Coast of Holland, in which the great¬ 
est armament thsR ever left our shores, 
was exposed to the scorn, contempt, and 
J'idicule of the enemy; and the flower of 
the British Army leftingloriously to perish 
in the pestilential marshes of Walcheren, 
without succour 1 witlioat necessity! 
without object! without hope! 

These and similar proceedings of your 
Honourable House require no comment; 
but we cannot, by our silence, become 
accomplices in the ruin of our country; 
aad dare sot conceal from you die whole¬ 


some, though unpleasant, truth, that they 
appear to us to have materially sbakea 
what remained of the confidence of the 
subjects of these realms in the wisdom of 
your Honourable House. 

We therefore ^humbly, but firmly, en¬ 
treat you to reconsider your conduct, to 
retrace your steps, and to expunge from 
Journals all your order«, declarations, and 
resolutions, respecting Mr. Gale Jones and 
Sir Francis Burdett; and thatas Sir Francis 
Burdett has not been expelled from your 
Honourable House, be be no longer pre-* 
vented from exercising tbeiein, ail the 
duties of a Member of the same. 

Above all, we earnestly pray your Ho¬ 
nourable Hdbse, in conjunction with Sir 
Francis Burdett, and in conformity to the 
notice he has given, to devise and adopt 
such measures as will effect an immediate 
and radical Reform in the Commons' 
House of Parliament, and insure to the 
People a full, fair, and substantial "Repre¬ 
sentation, without which, they must inevita- 
bly cease to exist, a great, a free, a glori¬ 
ous, and independent nation. 


PROCESSION 

• OF THB 

LIVERY OF LONDON: 

Pifceded by Mr. Sheriff" Wood, in slate, io 
the Tower, Wednesday, May 9. 

, This being the day appointed for th^ 
presentation of the Resolutions voted by 
the Livery at their last Common Hall, a 
considerable concourse of the people had 
assembled in Guildhall-yard, soon, after 
11 o'clock. Between I'2 and 1 o'clock, 
Guildhall had become extremely difficult 
of access, from the number of carriages 
with which King-street was crowded. A 
few minutes before one o’clock, Mr. She¬ 
riff Wood, attended by his Under Sheriffi 
J. Smith, esq. arrived in his State car¬ 
riage at Guildhalf, from whence the pro¬ 
cession set out at a few minutes after one 
o’clock. 

The carriage of the Sheriff was pre¬ 
ceded by several officers of the Sheri^ 
Marshalmen on foot, and the City Mar¬ 
shals on horseback. The Sheriff’s car¬ 
riage was followed by those of* colonel 
Wardle, Mr. Faveil, and nearly fifty 
others. It was not originally intended 
that the number of the Livery should ex¬ 
ceed twenty, and it was enly on the pre¬ 
ceding day tha(« the alteration of that in¬ 
tention had become knowiif through the 
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mediain of private communicationi only. 
Had the notice of the expected attendance 
of the Livery in general been made pub¬ 
lic, there is little doubt that the attend¬ 
ance would have surpassed that,on any 
former occasion. As it was, many Livery¬ 
men, only heard in the course^ of the 
morning that the Deputation originally 
intended was given op, and there was 
much bustle to form part of the proces¬ 
sion, though, from this circumstance, more 
than an hundred were, unfortunately, too 
date. The number of the Livery alto¬ 
gether who attended on this occasion, 
amounted to between two and three hun¬ 
dred ; among whom were Mr. Alderman 
Goodbehere, Colonel Wardle^ Mr. Waith- 
man, Mr. Favell,Mr. Miller, Mr. Wright, 
Mr. J. Nicholson, Mr. Hurcomb, &c. &c. 

The avenues leading to Guildhall-yard 
were so completely thronged, that the 
procession moved slowly, and with diffi¬ 
culty, through Cheapside, where the mul¬ 
titude was not smaller than in King-street. 
The air was rent with acclamations, from 
the moment that the procession moved. 
The windows, filled with ladies,' presented 
an appearance, such as wont to be exhi¬ 
bited on Lord Mayor’s Day, when that 
Civic Festival wm„ conducted with the 
splendour of ancient times. The names 
of " Burdett” and " Wood” were re¬ 
peated in shouts*^ by a delighted muUi- 
tnde ; and colonel Wardle was the sub¬ 
ject of enlbosiastic applause during the 
whole progress of the cavalcade, wb^ch 
passing up Cornbill, turned down Grace* 
church-street, from thence into Fenchurcli- 
street, down Mark-lane into Tower-street, 
where a note was delivered to the Sberifi* 
from Earl Moira, of which the following 
is a copy ;— 

*• Lora Moira presents his compliments 
to die Sheriffs of London, and lest any 
circumstances should be exposed to mis- 
cnnstructibn, intreats their care to keep 
back, from the neighbourhood of the bar¬ 
rier, any crowd that may happen to ac¬ 
company them. Were there to be any 
concourse of people near the barrier, the 
rules of military discipline would oblige 
lord Moira to keep it shut. The She- 
rilfi of London would then have to alight 
at the wicket, and to walk into the Tower, 
a trouble vdiich lord Moira would wish to 
spare tfiem, from every motive of per¬ 
son^ censiden^ion towards them, end of 
respect to the 

*' Tower, IVednadey Mornmg^ 

9th, 1910.’* 


The respectful ihteifiion of his Lord* 
ship was, however, completely frusta^d« 
for on coming within view of the*Tower- 
gate, the multitude was so great, that it 
was with difficulty the procession could 
reach the *• barrier.” The City Mar¬ 
shal riding forward, announced the ap¬ 
proach of the Sheriffs and Livery of Lon¬ 
don, on which earl Moira gave orders for 
admitting them, although from the consi¬ 
derations stated ill his note, he felt hiAself 
under the necessity of declining to admit 
the carriages. Mr. Sheriff Wi^d and his 
Under-Sheriff alighting, were received im¬ 
mediately on their emiaiice by earl Moira 
with the ihosi resphctfiil courtesy and dig¬ 
nified politeness. The guard was turii^ 
out and presented anfts on the Shertfi's 
entering the first court. It was more than 
20 minutes before the whole of the Livery 
alighted from their carriages,during which 
time lord Moira conversed with the She¬ 
riff and several gentlemen of the Livery. 
The proces.sion then moved forward. Co¬ 
lonel Smith, Coiiimanilaot of the Tower, 
leading the way, followed by the City 
Marshals, the Sheriffs, and the Livery, 
two and two. In thi.s order they pro¬ 
ceeded to the Esplanade in front of the 
house in which sir Francis Burdett re¬ 
sides; and, as the Company passed, earl 
‘Moira distinctly saluted every persop in 
the procession, all of w,hom complimented 
his Lordship by pasung uncovered. On 
approaching the house of sir Fianci.* Bur- 
dett, the baronet advancing into the open 
space immedfately bel’ore the house, rf- 
spectfully saluted the SheriO'and the Li¬ 
very, and expressing his regret that he had 
not a room sufficiently capacious for theic, 
reception, added, that as the' weather was 
favourable, he trusted no inconvenience 
would be experienced, by receiving tli^jsir 
commands in that situation. The Livery 
then ranged themselves in an oval, two 
deep, sir Francis placing himself at about 
one-third of the distance from the end 
nearest to his house. 

Mr. SheHfi' Wood, advancing with a 
copy of the Resolutions in his hand, ad¬ 
dressed sir Francis Burdett, to the follow¬ 
ing effect:— 

"Sir;—I have the pleasure of now 
holding in my band the Resolutions of a 
Meeting of the Livery of London, in their 
Common Hall assembled; a Meeting, 
Sir, which, in point of numbers and re¬ 
spectability, has been rarely equalled in 
the City of London. Those Resolutions, 
passed by the Livery of London, at that 
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M4|tif\g, with so very few dissenting 
voices, a to have been the almost unani* 
nious expression of the thousands there 
assembled^ 1 am directed to convey to 
you, and in so doing, I feel it incumbent 
bn myself to assure you, that they were 
passed by the large and respectable body 
ofCitiaens, of wbichthe Livery of I^ndon is 
composed, with a feeling of personal re¬ 
spect and regard towards yourself, indivi¬ 
dually* as marked as that by which they 
designed ttf’ express their deep interest in 
the general welfare of the nation. A 
more perfect and sincere sense of grateful 
feelings of respect, esteem, and venera- 
«tipii for the conduct you have so steadily 
mamtained, could *nbt, I am sure, have 
been expressed by any Meeting. My 
Under Sherilf will now have the honour 
of reading the Resolutions, previous to my 
having the pleasure of delivering them 
into your hand.” • 

Mr. Smith, hav^n'g read the Resolutions, 
they were then delivered, by Mr. Sheriff 
Wood, into the hands of sir Francis Bur- 
nlett; who, on receiving them, bowed re¬ 
spectfully, and pausing for a few seconds, 
evidently under the impressiov of feelings 
by which he was powerfully agitated, ad¬ 
dressed th*e Sheriff and Livery in the fdl- 
lowii^g wiSirds :— • • 

« Gentlemen vThe highest reward 
that can be bestowed upon a faithful Re¬ 
presentative of the People, is the approba¬ 
tion and confidence of the People—it is 
the best, because it.enables him most ef¬ 
fectually to serve the People; and, high¬ 
ly as 1 estimate the honour done me by 
the Livery of the first City, perhaps in the 
^ World, certainly of this United Kingdom, 
it is fur the berore-mentioned reason that 
I value it most. It is by similar expres¬ 
sions of the public will, that great good 
may be effected, unattended by any of 
those evils ivhich bad men have insinuated 
' was designed to be *produced, and of 
which insinuations timid men have been 
too easily the dupes. 

** Upheld by these sentiments, and by 
the approbation of my fellow subjects, 1 
eitimate very lightly ttbe personal incon¬ 
venience to which I have been, and still 
' am subjected. And 1 am happy in an 
opportunity like the presdht {o state, that 
those inconveniences have been dimi¬ 
nished as much as possible by the kind¬ 
ness of -my lord Moira, the Governor of 
the Tower. Gentlemen, the advantages 
our Country will derive from the transac¬ 
tions which have recently taken place, 1 


flatter myself, will be great. And shoulif 
they only produce the able and constitu« 
tional argument delivered by the late Lord 
Chancellor of England, Erskine^ in the 
House of Lords, on Monday last, I should 
say they had been great; there breathes th» 
spirit of our forefathers; it brings back to 
otir recollection better times, and better 
lawyers, and coming from such high legal 
authority, and sanctioned by the still' 
higher authority of reason, the foundation 
of all law, cannot fail of making a deep* 
impression on the public mind,,and of 
powerfully aiding those great constitu¬ 
tional principles, of which Lord Erskine 
seems to be ftlmost the last legal deposit, 
upon which every man's safety depends, and 
for maintaining which, by every means 
of legal resistance, against the violent at¬ 
tacks of arbitrary power, I have had the 
^nod fortune to meet with your approba* 
tion. But even this would not have been 
valued by me, as it now is, had it not 
been accompanied by that expression of 
your determination to use every exertion 
to promote, the only measure wise men 
will think of any great importance to the 
Country; a radical Reform in the Repre- 
sniitation of the pcople,*of which free eiec- 
i.fon is the vital principle. In the neces¬ 
sity of some reform in the representation, 
it appears, all parties now agree, except 
those immediately carrying on the cor¬ 
ruption, or fattening on the spoils of the 
Country. Gentlemen, it iias been artful¬ 
ly misrepresented by the leaders of fac¬ 
tion, that the public and myself; for 1 
know not what they mean by my party, 
unless it is the public ; are very illiberal 
in denying honesty to ewery man who 
differs, in the slightest degree, from our¬ 
selves ; but. Gentlemen, though I cer- 
taiffly entertain a very mean opinion of 
the patriotism of the leaders of either of 
the factions, which have so long distracted 
and deluded the Country, either ofiWhigs 
or Tories, " between which two thieves,” 
says Mr. Ralph, the historian, " This na¬ 
tion hath been crucified,” yet I am per¬ 
suaded that, under both these unfortu¬ 
nate nick-names, are enlisted a great 
many honest Englishmen, both VViiig and 
Tory; who, though dissatisfied with, and 
ashamed of, the tergiveraations ofithuir 
leaders, still do, from habit and circum¬ 
stances, reluctantly hang on and allow 
themse.lves to. be counted in the ranks. 
But an upright honest opinion, not a shana 
mercenary pretence, surely no man onght, 
and 1 am certain no man does, more resjwct 
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tiian myself, however widely differing 
from my own; mid I trust the time is nut 
frir distant when independent men, disre* 
garding the watch^words of faction, will 
unite to put an end to peculation; to a 
borough-monger system, grinding the 
faces of the poor, and undermining the 
security of the rich; will unite to re-esta¬ 
blish legal government, and to curb arbi¬ 
trary power, whether exercised directly 
by the executive Magistrate, or indirect- 
•ly by means of a corrupt House of Com¬ 
mons. Such, and such only, are in my 
mind honest men, and can, with truth, be 
said to love their King and Country. We 
want nothing but what the law ordains; 
no new schemes, no half measures; we 
want no plan of Reform from any man, 
but the Constitution of England, as by 
law established. Why should the People 
of England receive lord Grey's plan ? or. 
lord Grenville’s plan ? or Mr. Brand's 
plan ? or sir Francis Burdett’s plan ? or 
any other man’s plan ? The proposition 
made by me last year was T\ot to adopt 
any plan of mine, but the law of England; 
this is all the public require, less than this 
they cannot take, more they do not de¬ 
mand ; such, at lecst, is my conception of 
the matter, and such iny opinion—-hold to 
the law, for thenew corn must come out 
of the old fields. 

" Gentlemen, 1 am truly sensible ofrthe 
honour you have done me, and beg you to 
accept my best acknowledgments; And 
you, Mr. Sheriff Wood, for your hanh- 
aome conduct.” 

Immediately on the conclusion of this 
address, which excited a general feeling 
impossible to be described, the Livery 
crowding round Sir Francis Burdett, uiler- 
cd their individual congratulations, which 
he received with that dignified affabittty, 
by which his manners are at all times an 
conspicuously marked. In about ten mi¬ 
nutes, 4he Sheriff taking his leave, the 
Procession moved back in the same order 
to the Wicket—Earl Moira saluting, as 
before, every individual Gentleman. As 
the carriages drew up at the barrier, his 
Lordship remained at the Gate, in conver- 
■atidn with different Gentlemen of \he 
Livery, until the last carriage of the pro- 
cesrion maved off. 

The dignified and respectful attention 
with .-fvhich bia Lovdship condiicted him- 
Mlfoathis occMion, was precisely that 


which every gentleman would antjeipstn 
from a Nublettian of exalted rank and 
character—blending at once dignified de¬ 
meanour with the highest polish and re¬ 
finement of tlte high-bred Gentleman. 

The multitude was greater on the return 
than during the progress of the Proces¬ 
sion, w[)ich now moved up Tower-hili, 
towards Crutched-friars. But long ere the 
Sheriffs carriage reached the square in 
front of the Trinity House, the horses were 
taken oil) and the Sheriff was «drawn by 
the united exertions of a number of his 
fellow-citi:i:ens. It was easy to foresee 
that Colonel Wardiu would not be suffered 
to pass without a similar testimony of res-, 
pect—the horses were taken also from (his 
carriage, which moved through the multi¬ 
tude, that rent the air with shouts of 
*• Burdett” and “ Wardle.”—In Crutched 
Friars, the horses were taken from a third 
carriage, in which, as we understood, were 
Mr. Favell and Mr. Waithman. The pro¬ 
cession did not return by Fenchurch- 
street, but, passing up Billiler-lane, turned 
down Leadenhall-strcety and thence pro-* 
cceding through Cornhill, reached Guild¬ 
hall about three o'clock. The crowd of 
citizens was so great at the entrance, that 
the Sheriff and the Livery had great diffi¬ 
culty in getting through the Hall in'^ the 
Aldermen’s Council Room. 

Notwithstanding the immense miflti- 
tude with which the streets were lined, 
and particularly the narrow ones, in the 
neighbourhood of the Tower, we did pot 
hear of the slightest accident—and it is, 
with pleasure we reedrd the conduct and 
demeanour of the People, which was 
marked by that peaceable disposition so 
strikingly manifested at the late Meeting 
of the Electors of Westminster, in Palace- 
yard. 

The enthusiasm with which, not only 
Mr. Sheriff Wood, Colonel Wardle, and 
other individuals in'the procession, but.the 
whole of the Livery were received by 
their Fellow' Citizens, afibrd, as we con¬ 
ceive, a most irrefragable proof of the 
general sentiments of the people of the 
Metropolis, w'ho appear to be fully im¬ 
pressed with this great and important 
troth, that Sir Francis Burdett is now con¬ 
tending, and legally contending, against 
the Borough-Faction—in favour of the 
Rights—the Liberties, and the .ConstitH* 
tioD of England. 
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M%)Or Castvricht’s Petition to the 
* House of Commons. 

To the Commons of the United King¬ 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Parliament assembled.—The Peti¬ 
tion of the undersigned Freeholder 
of England: • 

Sbeweth, 

1, That certain doctrines, which have 
of fete been maintained, and certain de¬ 
cisions, wHith have of late been come to, 
in your Honourable House, have at length 
placed the long-agitated question of a 
Reform in the Representation of the Peo- 
'ple in Parliament^ in a point of view, in 
wKich it cannot be rightly contemplated, 
w'ithout aflording a demonstration, that 
the sole alternative left our country is. 
Parliamentary Reform, or National Ruin. 

y. How can your Petitioner speak the 
emotions of his heiU't—what language can 
express his eeiiitments—when he thinks 
of the astonishing decision, by which 
,your Honourable House, in the night be¬ 
tween the 1 Ith and 12th days of May, 
180Q, absolutely refused, by a majority 
of 310 against 85, to enquire into the cri¬ 
minal accusation, brought by a member 
in his pi^ce, ag.iin.st Vi.scount Castlereagh* 
andtmoincr meinb^r* one, of having sold 
futi a sum of money, a scat in your Ho- 
nouiable House.; and the other, of a con¬ 
nivance at such sale! 

3. Your Petitioner was the more shock¬ 
ed at the said decision, as the said Vis- 

' count Castlereagh had, not long before, 
when undei^ the examination of a Com¬ 
mittee, confessed an attempt to. obtain for 
another placeman a seat in your Honour¬ 
able House, by what, to your Petitioner 
ap{)ears a double corruption, in bartering 
for it an East India Wrilership ; which an 
Act of Parliament had forbidden to be so 
disposed of. • • 

4. When seats in j’our Honourable 
House are bought and sold, the people, 
their laws and liberties, are bought and 
sold. 

5. Although there be not in human 
speech words by wTiich the thoughts of 
your Petitioner oo' this your decision can 
be conveyed, he cannot distnos the sub¬ 
ject without saying—but disclaiming any 
idea of being indecorous—^that such treat¬ 
ment of the people is beyond endurance ! 

6. After such a decision, and after en¬ 
quiry into the criminal charge in question 
has been resisted on tl>e ground of the 


sale of seats being as notorious as the sight 
of the sun at noon day, your Petitioner 
ca^j^ot remain silent on those truths of 
the Con.stitution, by which the dangerous 
error of your decision on the shockmg 
profligacy of selling seats, and the au¬ 
dacity of vindicating it, must be made 
manifest. 

7. In order to this, your Honourable 
House is requested to contemplate the 
three several species of Sovereignty with 
which w'e are familiar; namely, flrstf 
the original, inherent, and proper Sove¬ 
reignty, wliich necessarily residE:s in the 
entire mass of the Nation; secondly, the 
Legislative govereignty, which,' by dele¬ 
gation, resides in a Parliament of King, 
Lords, and Commons, ' (being the most 
conspicuous and imf>ortaiit feature of that 
constitution, by which our Nation has 
coasented to be governed ;) and, thirdly, 
that Executive Sovereignty, whicji, by a 
further delegation, resiilcs in the sole per¬ 
son of the king. 

8. If your Petitioner has correctly 
distingtysHed the IJieral from the fi¬ 
gurative, signifirations of the word Sove¬ 
reignty, it will be discovered, that a Com¬ 
mons House, after deducting only the 
(loyal Family, the temporal Nobles, and a 
few Ecclesiastics, is intended exclusively 
to represent and to personify the National 
Mmesty. 

y. It will also be discovered that such 
a (^ouse of Parliament is peculiarly the 
depositary of the Nation’s liberty, the 
guardian of its property, the organ of its 
will; and that in fact it is the vital part 
of the State; wherefore it ought, on 
every principle of reason and political 
wisdom, in an especial manner to be se* 
cnrely fenced around, fortified, and at all 
points defended, by the solemn sanctions, 
■and the awful terrors, of appropriate laws 
against High Treason; for “ Treason is 
a betraying of the State: and the first and 
the highest treason is that which is com¬ 
mitted against the Constitution.” 

U). But, instead of the Majesty of the 
Nation being thus enthroned ; instead of 
this palladium of its liberties being thus 
guarded, the Nation sees your Hqnotnrable 
House, which ought to be an object of 
universal confidence, respect, an(( vene¬ 
ration, exposed to every abuse that can 
undermine, to every violation that can 
degrade, to every vice that can pollute 
and destroy it! * 

11. The Kople see it abandoned as a 
common prey tonhe factious borough pa- 
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tron and the trading adventurer; to the 
unprincipted sharper and the unfaithfol 
Minister; to the Asiatic nabol), and efien 
to the hostile E^iropean despot; who ail 
know its seats to be vendible wares in 
which, through the agency of certain 
panders of corruption, they can place 
their agents I—That the agent of a French 
king’s mistress had once a seat in your 
Honourable Houise, is within the remem¬ 
brance, as at the time it was within the 
knowledge of your Petitioner. And it is 
well known that at one time the Nabob of 
Arcot purchased for his agents seven or 
eight of those seats. 

12. The learned Blackstonc hath said, 
that, “ with regard to the elections of 
" Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, we 

may observe, that herein consists the 
" exercise of the democratic part of our 
•' Constitution: for in a democracy there 
“ can be no exercise of sovereignty but 
" by suffrage, which is the declaration of 
“ the People’s will. In all democracies, 
" therefore, it is of the utmost importance 
" to regulate by whom, and in what man- 
" ner, the suffrages are to be given. And 
“ the Athenians were so justly jealous of 
** this prerogative, »that a stranger, who 
" interfered in the assemblies of the Peot 
** pie, was punished by their laws with 

death; because such a man was esteemed 

guilty of High Treason, by usurping 
•• those rights of Sovereignty to which he 
** had no title. In England, where, (he 
" People do not debate in a collective 
" body, but by representation, the exer- 
•• else of this Sovereignty consists in the 
•• choice of Representatives.” 

13. So your Petitioner contends, that 
when a Minister of the Crown, or a Peer, 
or other disloyal person, either by pur¬ 
chase or barter, by nomination or imduc 
influence, seats a member in your Hoiiour- 
ble House,' he, by usurping a right of 
Sovereignty to which he has no title, is 
guilty of High Treason; and that every 
species of buying and selling of seats, and 
toe interference of any peison whatever 
for corrupting, or for violating the free¬ 
dom of election, is consequently High 
Treason; and ought, as such, to be guarded 
against by express law. 

14. ^uch treasons are far more deadly 
than that which even strikes at the life of 
the ^ecutive Sovereign; as in law the 
King cannot die, so, were one King to be 
slain, another mu8t*in8tantly soccer ; nor 
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would the throne be for a moment vacant. 
But a murdered Constitution has so* s^- 
cessor; when that perishes, there is na¬ 
tional ruin; and the betrayed people 
drag on in chains, in misery, in vice and 
slavery, degraded existence! ' 

J5. Having, then, lived to see a distinct 
charge of selling a seat in yoOr Honoura¬ 
ble House met by a vole, and inquiry 
into tb^ treason borne down by a majo¬ 
rity, we have seen enough, had we Seen 
nought else, to prove that the gole alter¬ 
native left our injured and not respected 
country, is, a radical Reform in our Re¬ 
presentation, or a final extinction of our 
liberties. 

16. Between Taxation and Represent- 
tion there is in the English Constitution, 
and in the English mind, an inseparable 
union ; and Parliament, as it is easy to 
demonstrate, cannot constitutionally have 
duration beyond one ye^r. 

17. Wherefore, your Petitioner so¬ 
lemnly protests, and appeals against all 
treasons in the sale, or barter, or disposal 
of, parliamentary seats, and against vio¬ 
lating in any way the freedom of elec¬ 
tion : as well as against the present un¬ 
constitutional inequality of representation, 
and long parliaments, as the chief causes 
of all the calamities. ..our country has at 
any time experienced^, since the incom¬ 
plete reformation of our government, ef¬ 
fected by the Revolution, in the year 

1688; and the causes, more especially, 
of unnecessary war—a state of things 
most prolific of patronage, abuse, and 
taxation—to which such a derangement 
of our system holds out to corrupt mini!» 
ters a perpetual, and, as it should seem, a 
resistless, temptation. 

)8. When it is said by any Membpr of 
your Honourable House that a Reform 
in Parliamentary Representation cannot 
lighten the burthens of the Nation, the 
People must have indeed a new feeliiig— 
they must feci their understandings in¬ 
sulted. They know that their burthens 
may be lightened: they know that the 
increase of them may be prevented : they 
know that such a Reform only twenty 
ears ago might, and probably would, 
ave averted a war, that has burthened 
the Nation with an additional debt of 
nearly 6()0 millions, and added 40 mlliiona 
a year to its taxes. 

{To be continued.^ 
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PARUAMENTABY REFORM. 

On Monday, the 21st instant, Mit. 
BatNo made bis motion, in the llonoura* 
hic Honsc, fi>r sPCommittee to consider of 
measures proper to be adopted, relative to 
a JtrfoTm in the Representation qf the People 

in Parliament, -1 will not attempt here 

to give any account of the particular raea* 
sores recommended by Mr. Rraiid; be¬ 
cause the speech will, licreafter, be given 
more fully than it can now have been 
given, and because I wish, of all things, 
to avoid any misstatement upon the subject. 

-It may, however, l)»> useful just to 

state, that he rcco.ntjiendcd a great ex¬ 
tension of the right of voting; th.it he also 
recommended the purchasing of the bo- 
roughsd; and the.{node of voting in dil- 

tficts.-It appiiars, that there were 31-D 

enembers present at the niseussion, and 
234< of them voted against the motion and 
115 for it; so that, there was a majority 
^of more than half; there were more than' 
tWo to one, agtArist even going into a com~ 
mittee tgion the suHgect. -it would be use¬ 

less to nihke any remarks on the measures 
proposed by Mr. Brand, the Honourable 
House having rejected his proposition for 
gqing imo a committee, not because his 
articular measures are not to their liking, 
ut because they object to any and to aU 
measures whatever for altering the state of the 

representation.-aWbat we have to do, 

therefore, is to examine what was said, in 
this debate, in support of this ob^tion. 

First, it was ajiedged, that the people do 
not wish for a r^rAi.——Before we in¬ 
quire into the/acl^hrre, let us see a little 
how this sort of objection would bs re¬ 
lished, if urged ia otlicr rases. I do not 
suppose, that any one^ill be so shame- 
kM as to say, that the pefttple wlslied for 
the Walchercn Expedition; that they wished 
for the IncovK-tax; that they wished for 
the pension, fbr three generation®, to Baron 
Douro and Viscount Talavera. I do not 
•»y, that uu one w'ltl be found Impudent 


enough to assert, that the people wished 
for all these; but, I believe, that.it would 
be difficult to find such a person. Never¬ 
theless, thifese measures were adopted; 
and not a vtrord did any of those, who 
were for them, ever say about the vaishea 
qf (he people. The minister, when he wa« 
about to impose upon us the almost into- 
lerable burden of the tncome-taky did not 
think it necessary to wait till we e^epressed 
oor wishes to have the said burd^ im* 
posed upon us. Why, then, are we now 
to be told, that one objection to a reform 
is, that the people do not wish it i It is 
curious enough, that, in dUs case onfy the 
Honourable House is to wait for an ex¬ 
pression of the people's withes. It cait 
pass laws fur making bank-notes, in effoc^ 
a legal tender; it can^ pass laws for im¬ 
posing such a tax which takes away about 
the tenth pai^ of every legacy; it can 
pass laws for making every man yield up 
one tenth part of his .income, wfaettei* 
proceeding from freehold estates of fiom 
the sweat of his brow; it can pass fows 
fur a compulsory calling of t|ie j^ople out 
into military se^ice, and subjecting them 
to military punishments. All this U can 
do without waiting for the people to ask 
them to do it, or any part of it; nut, when 
rqfonn is proposed, it is objected, that the 

people do not with for reform! -But, thf 

fact is notoriously otherwaie. It is per¬ 
fectly notorious, that the genera], and al¬ 
most universal, wish Is for reform. Indeed, 
that every one, who does not thrive by 
the present system, anxiously wishes for 

reform.-Mr. Tisrnbt, in sped^ing to 

this point, said " it was his wish to give 
H satisfaction to the aoher, t^iddeg part 
“ of the public, whose praise, ’altbougk 
" not so noisy, he roust be naturally aia- 
" bilious to deceive. Among such peq- 
“ pie he found the call for Reform waiver- 
"sal. Indeed, it w as ■’impossible to nux 
" iq any society without hearing that'S^l 
“ repeateef; without hearing tfie evils 
" arising out ofahe system ot our repre- 
2 C ^ « 
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** lenlatiMLllllfttfid odNii; witiKMMi* Ift ftct. 

V UT cStoA^ spoken 

flw4^eai4Miq^ (Sam msr- 
"ancru.^ Gentleowp iqi)|^t raormbi'; bat 
^ be stated his decided opinion of what 
*• Ire iQSew. Be Would, indeed, call upon 
** any ttemlMT of the House, whaterer 
" walk of aociety be entered, to state 
** wliat he heard upon this subject. He 
** did aM say that that House deserved 
"contempt, although many argument 
"jaight be drawn from its conduct, parti- 
" cumrly with regard to the Convention 
" of CintM and the Walcberen Eapedi- 
^ tion, which appeared to accoont for the 
" sendmeot of the public. the very 
** eireumttance tfthe right hoRourabk gentl^ 
" mon cfporite being the inMster qf the coun^ 
" tiy; and tnfported fy that Hmne, was 
** tnadgjhtodtffite U thepMk eonfidenee, 
A That topport such a minister could not 
" haaeffm Hritte^ere proper^ catutructed. 
" In fiet, if it were n'ot for the Scotch 
" members, who eot&d not be eaUed hUpre- 
•• tentirioetqfihe ptopte, the right honour- 
" able gentieman most have jRdlen in 
" consequence of the WalcbCren "Expe- 
" Ation.'*——This is an answer, as for as 
assertion can go. to what was said, by the 
opponents of the mhtion, respecting the 
Bt afoi of the people.-——But. tnen, say the 
other side, we have somethin likeproiif 
in the tfoseOce of petitions. Ihere are no 
petitions upon the table praying for a rd» 
forin. This reason, to be sure, does come 
a litde awkwardly Worn those, who have 
just refosed to su&r to lie upon the table 
tbe'petitians of the County of Middlesex 
and the Citv of 7.iondon, both praying for 
a reform. One very eflfertuat way of be¬ 
ing idlie to say. that there are no petitions 
upon the table, undoubtedly is, not to suf¬ 
fer any petitions to be put upon the table. 
When me petition of Middlesex, praying 
for a'rSform of parliament, was under dis- 
enssioD, it Vvas urged by those who have 
now opposed Mr. Brand's motion, that, if 
Mar ptmirn teas received, the table would soon 
he coOered tokh such petitions. This was 
oifo of the teasons openly avowed for the 
rqeetion of that petition; and, yet, do 
these iame persons now urge the absence 
of petflioaBas a reason for roncludirig tha‘t 
the people do not wish for reform.—-But, 
this arj^^ent drawn from the absence of 
potions is altogether fallacious. Ma. 
Ws^TBtRAn ffSLt^ answer to it: " The 
" <qtjN»en of Reform endeavour to deny 
" tiut it is the wish ^ the connwy. They 
** ground the atterifon on this, that the peo- 


"nlr have datpetitioaedjhirdt^ WntUhrijr, 
"nave yean ago pedtimtd, and the refoon 
" they did tnt npqatiihem WM; ihttitfey 
•*Jkel disiqipafsaed wed disgusted krith tM 
" epottacy ^ those who mee were Jtrm sup- 
**f^UTttfit. They have foufid oil tkar 
" petitions for the redress of grievtatoes disre- 
** garded; and in this very seasknw they 
" iiave seed the House of Commons refose 
" to teeeive thepreyert qf the people. But it 
" was most idle to believe that they did 
•• not wish for Reform in their heai^ Its 
** necessity became every day more abso- 
" lute.” Besides this, where is the rea¬ 
son to suppose, that the people, in the 
eount/y, scattered widely as they are, and 
having such difficulties to contend tvitb^ 
will ever meet genendly to petition for 
a reform of that House, in the returning of 
ihe members to which so many of the 
powerful men, in the several counties, 
nave so much to do ? Look at one of our 
counties. You see the fjord lAeutaeant, 
the Sheriff, the Justices of the l*eace, the 
Ckrgy, the Militia- Officers, the MUuwry 
Gmunanders and Staff Officers qf Districts, 
the Barrack-People, the Custom-House and 
Exdse people, all the Cotmmssioners and 
others possessing poatrs <f taxing; in short, 
every creature in'authority; every crea¬ 
ture possessing the means of annoying and 
tormenting on the one' hand, an^ of fa¬ 
vouring and fostering on* the other hand, 
is appointed and kept in power by the 
ministry, or by those amongst the rich, 
who have the greatest interest in sup¬ 
porting the present way of composing' 
the pailiament. This being the case, 
how are the people to meet forHhe pur¬ 
pose of petitioning ? In a few of the 
counties the thing may be done; but, in 
others, it is not to be expected. The peo¬ 
ple, those who really pay the taxes ahd 
receive none ol them back again, hare no 
means of gett mg together. They are kept 
asunder by the tboq^ands of obstacles, 
some few oT which 1 haie mentioned 
above: and jt is only in and about the 
Metrb^lis and very large towns, where 
men are too thick to be kept asunder, and 
where the communication of opinion and 
feeling is so rapid, that a spirit adequate 
to the producing of petitioas is to be 
expectca.——To make the argument 
of the absencf Sf petitions worm any 
thing, the Sheriff of each county sbouid at 
once, call a meeting, and there put the 
question. If at such meetings, the que^ 
tion was decided against reform, men, 
indeed, ilic fact might be fairly put for- 
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mwd i» «iq»poiiiof ^i: VMcrtiipq. 4bat ibe 
\|ipQple <k> not ar^ ,(or rvCbcoi ; ^mt to 
jgrsuod Buob an Assertion won the mwe 

nhpenoe of petitionui, uudhrtne present cir> 
cnmatnaces of the coantty* is almost at 
modest as it wooid be to assert, tbm there 
ought to be no reform because the pa¬ 
trons of boroogbs do not petition fer such 
Teftam. As Mr. Whitbread said, the 
nettle must necessarily wish for a re¬ 
form ; because they see such an endless 
^ain of evils proceeding out of the want 
of it. aMr. Ponsonby has called the pre¬ 
sent Biiaisters the " Demon of England 
be has said, that the House support 
" such a ministry, the Haute be regarded 
** m one of the gfeaUst caUumtiea titat can bn- 

• *‘fuU a nattm** Well, the House has 
supported this ministry, and still does sup¬ 
port it. Mr. Tierney now* says, that •• the 
" bare circumstance of Mr. Perceval 

being minister of the country, and sup- 
" portM by the House, is enough to deprioe 
*• the Haute qf,ihepublic cat{fidence” Well, 
Mr. Perceval it supported by the House. 
Under such circumstances the people 
mutt wish for a reform as naturally as 
they must wish for happiness and health i 
and, to conclude that they do not wish for 
reform, because they do not petition for it, 
is not'much less ateurd than it would btf 
^ conclude, upon a similar ground, that 
they do not wish that there may be no 
'more such loyal men as Messrs. Hunt 
and Viiliers entrusted with their money. 
The people have presented no petitions 

• against Messrs^ Hunt and Viiliers, an^ 
therefore, we are to conclude, that the peo¬ 
ple havf no dislike to see such men, or the 
same, entrusted with the public money in 

future!-Paitof thepMple,aud, indeed, 

the most important part, in every point of 
•view, have petitioned for a reform; and, 
which is well worthy of remark, even the 
wretphed iostruments, who have been 
m to work to draw up and sign protests 
against theso petitions, have not had 
the bardihot^ to deny, that tome sort qf 
cefarm it veceitanf. ^ay talk of the 
irnpetfectitmt, which time has introduced 
iaio the representatioo. They call them 

indeed, and.aver that it is much bet¬ 
ter to endure the evilsarising from them, 
than to run the riskAof e change, socii, at 
ihtpamm,^ the petitioners have in view*; 
but. still they allow that {here are things, 
which it would be desirable to reform. 
Sven Uiese wKtefaed souls have not the 
impudence to f/ceWid, that the itateqf the 
IJOrMmprtfen it tthtd h ot^ht to bt. To as¬ 


sert, therefore, tlmhcfllfonsi^icmpt thf ’•SbA 
efihb natsoR, if to tti&e iaaaftkm iiis i*he 
teeth of notorioas fimt.—r-Mn. Gastntlio 
is reported to have mid, thiA **00 doidit 
" there was a party in the country who 
** pretended Reform, and seeking anarohf> 
** reviled and distrusted that House; but 
" the object of whose views wa» not Hn 
*• improvement, but its destrnction: a 
" rain, contenatible, degraded crew, who 
" magnified themselves into the nation, 
" and diminished the natioo into a fiictioa 
** —who declared their awn ittfiilHbilily, 

and depreciated the judgment of sdl 
" others; a body who were too wak 
•• to be reipected~~too despicable to be 
“^jared.’*——-This is very good, but it 
will not answer the purpose inten led. It 
will not make the nsfiwiaers believe that 
their opponents aaejiitl (f confidaux m their 
patoer; and, if they should believe that 
such ctmffbmce does exist, they will still 
believe, that’those who entertain it most 
grossly deceive themselves. No; they 
are not to be shaken in their epinioBB and 
expectations by any thing of this sort. 
The^ will, doubtless^ think of this lan¬ 
guage, applied to those who have called 
for reform, and, of course, to those who 
attended the meefinp in Westminster; 
Middlesex, and the City of London; boMt 
will not answer any ofdne purposes, whi^ 
the speaker mauifestly intended it should. 
4* A mai, contemptible, degraded crew, too 
•• weak to be redacted, too dcspicMe to be 
s’feartdf* These are words to be remem¬ 
bered ; but, they do not prove that the 
nation's wish is not for reform; nor am 
they any answer to the complaints the 
petitioners about the decision of tlw 
Honourable House in the case of Mr. 
Madoicks’s charge against Mr- Perceiti 
and Lord Castlereagh and Henry Weltaf- 
ley relatice to the teat and vote of Mr, SuHe, 
im Diek, They are hard wends; haid 
names; but, the tendency of them is nei¬ 
ther to appal the heart nor to. convince 
the mind. 

Another expedient of the opponents of 
Nbu BaAND was to quote aa^ioriliet against 
nefonrnng, and the pnbNc will not have 
been a little amused to see Messrs. 
‘Stubobs and CAMfnMo appealjiig,apoathn 
occasicoi, ton^ writings, in support of their 
assertioiu respecting the practiml evil e^ 
fects of reform.——They read a MMsegn, 
(not particularized in the report <h the de¬ 
bate) wherein, it appews, I gtwo a diiotS 
vaiUi^out description of the Ameriem Lp- 
gUiatite Bodim; and, as I never belied 

2 C 2 • 
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tteagi», 1 «|n sure l^u4ink dut whm at li> 

bei«ir'to apeak,tD^>lttM> say my t/dng 

■ aop£t tkaitt TCner«n%, llvottsh it arould be 
bard indeed bad>t{i6y ccmtaTned no good 
mm tu jwhat has this to 

do with our qweati^ of reform ? As Mr. 
Whitbread atosehfed, there was norc^si 
in Amaiica. It was the creation of a 
newgfHOemment. It was of ibis species of 
government, where the Vhitf Magistrate is 
elected, and where there are, in fact, six¬ 
teen iitik elective kings; where the 
Adg^, from having it in their power 
to becon;e candidates for Prestde/ttsAips 
and Ootemorships, .make justice give way 
to 'their political views, and are really 
guilty of canvassing from the bench. 
Then again the sufirage is universal. The 
votcia, are, in many cases, as complete 
vagabonds os the pot«wal|opiiig fellows in 
£hgland ; and, indeed, there is, at bot¬ 
tom, a much closer resemblance between' 
tlm American sufii'age and the English 
suflSrage, as at present existing, titan Mr. 

6anoing appears to imagine.-This au- 

ihorityt then, will stand our opponents in 
but little stead, since we propose tif make 
'no one change that shall have a tendency 
cause the English government to re* 
semble that of America. Indeed, we pro¬ 
pose to make no change at all in the Con- 
atipitiqa of England. W'e want it to be 
what it tea* formerly, and what it is now 
, said to he. We wrant the Commons to bt 
. represented in one qf the Houses qf Parlia¬ 
ment i we wont men to be taxed by thefr 
oysn consent and not vnthout their consent; 
and this the law says shall be the case. 
——I disliked, and I still dislike, the go- 
vefumenta (for, like legion, they are many) 
of the American Statm. But, becmise 1 
djalike a government, where there -are 
aucteen elected kings, where there are two 
ahd thirty elected - legislative aaemblies, 
where the Judges may become kings, j 
s^re the' suffrage is vested in persons 
who have, no property as well as in per¬ 
sons who have property; because 1 dis- 
air this, dqps it follow, thatJ must 
0ie pot-wallopping and seat-selling! Be- 
canse 1 ^dislike uasaertal suffrage ui Ame¬ 
rica, does .it follow .that 1 must also dislike 
a ^spriseKtfStitM qf property. in England 1 
As well osighl tt be contended, that, be- 
Caaae»tan 3 ^Maago, being at the distance 
pfa laagacs, I thought au¬ 
thors ,of the to he gentlemen 

nf ittdepma^nt Ibrtone, animated by a 
,^e for thmr counti^* teving no ael&fa, 
luity Tiawr, being no toad-eaters of any 


htinister, scouting to pboket the piffilic 
tinshey, scorning to carry on a tra^dc.^ 
I(^lty, 1 am still to thitik the shine, 
Ihongh 1 have now bad> an opportunity of 
seeing and of knowing tliose authoia. The 
whole of the pawa^, in my writings, ra- 
ihrred to by Messrs. Purges and Canning, 
says this-: ** avoid every thing that shall 
** tend to moke the English gorcrniiiew re- 
" sanble that nf America.** Now, to reform 
the Parliament would 'have the effect of 
making our government resemble that of 
AmCrjca less than it now does, '^here, 
then, was the force of this reference to Wy 
opinions about the A;nerican government? 
And, how desperate must he the case of 
those, who, under suc^. circumstances, 
could make such a reference ? How bad^ 
how very bad, must they (who love me as 
the Devil loves holy-water) have found 
the merits of their case, when, with the 
hope of propping it up even for a little, 
they resort to the authority of my opinion f 
My opinion, formerly givciiv will, upon fair 
examinaliftu, be funnd not to favour them 
at all; but, what must they have felt their 
case to' be, when they resorted to that 
opinion ? 

The oid hacknied topic of the Frcnehr 
Revolution, and the-fate of the unfortuiiata 
ki.ng of Fiance, have been resoited to 
upon this occasion. « Aye,’' say dur op¬ 
ponents,^ if you would know what these 
" innovating schemes lead to, look at the’ 

“ Revolution in France." But, may not 
we, with miu h more reason, say: ** if 
“ you would know -what Ibis rq/usal qf re-' 
“fortn, this contempt of the people, leads to, 

" look at the Revolution of France ?" It 
was the obstinate refusal to reform in tithe, 
and the subsequent mnployraent of an 
atmy, partly composed of foreigners, that 
produced the bloody revolution in FranCht 
In answer to Mr. Canning's admonition, 
grounded on the fate of the nattona ^ 
Europe, Mr. Wbitliread ■ said: " Aye, 

" what, indeed, has be%n the fote of nthev 
nations who neglecthd-4he means of na^ 

•* tionai safety ? Did Prussia reform f— 
>«Did Austria redrm the peopl^e gvflfo- 
« ances T Why has Spain been the ffieahre 
of havoc and desolation ? Were fhaiv . 
*' miseries to be traced to die experiment ^ 

•* K^omi F Or rather; was it not the 'tf- 
* feet of tile resistance with which dieit' 

<< respective Governments treated qvery 
** proposition of Redress and amelioratieit f 
Han Sicily r^brwed t And wfaM, nei- 
** withstandmg the liberal assistance-^ 

" Great Britain, will he he hit, ttdeiik 
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!f 4 m Oovernm^ shall be w^a enimgb 
feceede tothe reaso^ble wishes of 
^rthe people? Subjugated Europe has 
^ &llen, not because she madb, raw erpe^ 
her systems of GoTemmeot, 
" but ^ sancl^yis^ every abuse, andperti- 
msdously rifiniag to accede to the just de~ 
"<frc# < 2 f the peejde;' she destroyed the 
"moral energies, and tliough*8he placed 
“arms' in the bands of those who ought to 
** be her defenders, thero, remained no- 
thing, of iiiilaence over their hearts 
“ when*' brought in contact with the 

" enemy."-That is the answer to the 

French-revolution sto.ry. There is no get¬ 
ting out of the difficult}’, in which the 
opponents of re^rm areplactd by tMs an- 
liwer. T(iere is Europe before us. Re¬ 
form has been demanded by the people 
in all her old goveriimcuts. They all re- 
Juted to rtform. They have all been over¬ 
turned, and France, against whom they alT 
combined because she had destroyed her 
old government,* is now the absolute mis¬ 
tress of them all.-Nothing, therefore, 

can be more unfortunate tiiaa an appeal 
''to the example and the fate of the nations 
of Europe, that fate calling out to us, in 
Che voice of woe, to shun that example, 
and to reform in /tme.——The example of 
all these nations have proved, that it js' 
ityposstble to defend a country against a 
foreign enemy, ufkless the hearts qf the jho- 
Jde are with the government. It has 
proved, that, to keep a people in awe, 
and to defend the country, at the same, 
•time, against an^nvader, is a task too ar¬ 
duous for any government; and of the use 
of this igiportant troth, let us hope, that 
• our government will, in time, avail itself. 
The Reformers are charged, in this de¬ 
bate, with designs, which th^ do not //ro- 
to h-ave in view. Mr. Tierney says, 
that, give them the rleht of voting for the 
male taxed house-holders, tbev will ask it 
for the women and chUdreOf '\$^here did he 
learn that ? And, Mk*. Canning says, that 
all our professions about attainment to tfte 
king are made with a view to his destruc¬ 
tion and that of the kingly government! 
——This is pretty round work; but no 
proof; not a shadow qf peqf, is attempted 
‘ to be produced, in support of these aliaer- 
tions. Nor will the assertions produce 
oqy effect upon the publi^. Those who 
can be alarmed now are too contemptible 
in point of i ntellect to merit attention. In 
the years from 179S to 1603, there were 
good means of working up alarm. But, 
^0 does not npTV see the wide difference ? 


There is no demcMMy 
King-kilHng, is . oiniie^^l^ flf 
“French' principle! i)elen^ ua, 
“French principles!"• was..tbe 
raerly, and a most profitabre Qry ijkwaa.to 
those who followed it es a tra^e. ’BiA 
what now ? The priBcipleB,of France no}e 
are total^ changed. The example now set 
by the ruler of France is praiue^ tiw cp- 
poaU to the example set by his predepuh 
sors; and tliere are few amongst us brute 
beasts enough to imaj^ie, that there js 
still the sam castsefor alarm, Buonapaj'ld 
is a military despot, and, I think it would 
not be easy to nnd any two men. in all 
England, pot of a,madhouse, capable of 
being persuaded, that (he reformers wish 
to establish a military despotism- Qf all 
the persons in the whole world, the Fublic 
Robbers not excepted, there is no one, 
perhaps, who would see a parliamentary 
reform in England with so much regret as 
Buonaparte would. To expitb alarm, 
therefore, is quite impossible; and I think, 
that the Times news-paper is very much 
deceived* in supposing, that the vote of 
Monday was at all influenced by any 
alarm, cxcil^ed by the recent disturbances 
in the Metropolis. The decision was 
grounded upon thh principles openly 
avowed by Mr. Windham,. Mr. Giddy, 
and others; and, of sourse, it could not 
be affected by temporary circumstances. 

* It would be useless to extend these re¬ 
marks, though there are several points 
if^n which I should like to touch.—The 
subject is now so well understood, that no 
new light can be thrown upon it. We 
clearly understand one another now, and 
all the people understand the matter full 
as well as those, who take an active part 

in the controversy.-1 am, as I always 

have been, for leaving the work of reform 
to tbne. My opinion is, that the Reformists 
have now nothing to -do but to keep the 
subject fresh in the public mind by. fre¬ 
quent exposures of the^^rs of the bo¬ 
rough Byatem, leaving the rest to the force 
of events, which will not, 1 am convinced, 
be Jong in bringing about that change of 
system, which is so necessary to ^ the 
salvation of the country. But, it is of 
great importance, that when the-hour does 
arrive, h should not find us unprepared ; 
and', therefore, it is very desirabla, that a ■ 
detailed pXaa of reform should be submitted^ 
to the public. I should like to have 
up the skeleton of Iktr. Brand’s plan, for 
instance; 'for though there are some parta 
in it, which I disapprove of, I should like 
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t» SM how it wolrid bo pmia motatH. This 
would be re&d^ng •Tfttyjreat'iwrTicoto 
the public. Men's ilniti£ would grow 
into mmiliarity with ^ diing : and thus 
would the diffibolty be half got oter. I 
shoold nice to Sie it dearly' shewn, too, 
tfhat efibt;i tndi a change would have 
upon the Crmn; for, I am the most de¬ 
ceive of men, if the refwm proposed by 
.Sir Francb Burdett would not be imme- 
dlaltely leh to have a most powerful influ¬ 
ence in adding to the dignity of the'thronc 
and in giving efikiency to the ministers 
of the kin^, who, when released from the 
trammels, in which they are now held, 
would be able to devote alt ^leir lime 
and talents to the real service of the state.' 
——Mr. WBiTBaSAD put a case : " He 
“ commented Upon the mischiefs which 
*♦ must follow from collusions between the 
patrons 'qf boroughs, and the Minister-—the 
•* one bartgring bis patronage either to gra- 
tify his ambition or his avarice; the 
" other the honours of the Crown or the 
** money of the people, to acquire Parlia- 
tnentary support. Sujjpose somcrgreat 
Lord with his six or seven nominees in that 
" Hotise, should, in the longing qf his empty 
** vanity, gra^ for thqse disiinciions which 
“ teere ordained to reward heroic achieoemtats 
** —that he should threaten the Minister qf the 
** dtty with the dqf&tian qf his nominees in 
that House, unless he obtained that rib- 
** band, which, though an ornament to 
*' merit, must, when otherwise confer; 
" red, be considered a badge of disgrace to 
•• the wearer. Has such a case never hap- 
•• penedfoT was it impossible that it should 
** ever happen again ? Had it never oc- 
<• curred that menaces tf a similar nature 
toere nutde to a Minister, tuUcss Ids counte- 
** nance wtu gjwen to souie proposed ptdilic 
** work, in which was, however, blended 
** some little of private interest, but for the 
« accomplishment of which the public mo- 
•• ney was to be entirely applied f If, then, 
•* such thmgs have /lup/ward—if they can 
** happen again—who wras it that could 
*•- dfeny it to be a most profligate exercise 
•* of those powers which were entrusted 

for fiir dtflerent purposes r”-What a 

lifu must be that of a minis cr, exposed tq, 
such threatil And, how is it posable, that, 
while such things take place, the affairs of 
a natioo^an be well-conducted !-—Is it 
possible lo believe, that, at this day, ihe 
]>eople of England will ever be contenii d 

to see 'such things, going on?-Mr. 

Bbaxo, in the conclusion of Ms speech, 
said; « Whether this ww ^fae fittest mode 
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** of refbrita or not, he fiilt convinced (ba^ 
"they must ba.ve moderate reform 
"military government (hear, hear!) He. 
" Mid not this from any sentiment of iA-, 
" vidious animosity to the Gentlemen op* 
" posite, or from any feeling of at*acn-. 
" ment to those Gentlemen on the benches. 
*' below him—he spoke ,it from a deep 
" conviction of its truth. They natu have 
" moderate rqf 'orm or mUitary gmemmenti 
They would have no other mternalive, 
" for if they persisted in refusing to the 
" people the object of their wishes, they 
" would, sooner or later, make an attempt 
" to obtain their right by force; and then 
" would the sun of this country's glory be 
" set for ever. But give totbe people their 
" rights while they constitutionally de- 
mand them, and soon will it rise, and 
't* dispelling the darkness of the political 
" horizon, shine out in all its ancient 

** strength and native grandeur.”-1 

perfectly agree in these sentiments, which, 
indeed, I have before expkrssed; and, 1 
firmly believe them to be the sentiments of 
ninety nine out of every hundred men in 
England. 

W«. COBBETT. 
Botlty, 2Uh M(ty, 1810. 


! COBBETT’S ' . 

Parliamentary Debates:' 

The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
^Work is in the Press, and will be publish- . 
ed with all proper dispatch. All Com¬ 
munications will be carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
may be forwarded as early as possible. 


Major Cartwright’s Petition to rnig 
House of Commons. 

(Caneludedfrom p. 800.J 
19. The flagrant vio^tion of the elective 
rights of the Nation, the shameful inequa¬ 
lity of Repre<''n?auon, mid the unconsti¬ 
tutional lengUi of Parliaments, as well aa 
the seducing of Membeil< from their fide¬ 
lity to the People, by places and pensiona 
from the Crown, being* obviously wrong, 
against the Constitution, against the prin¬ 
ciples of our law, against justice, against 
reason, against.derency, and utterly sub¬ 
versive of public liberty ; big with every 
species of ruin, whether pecuniary, polm- 
cal, or moral, and tending no less tor 
subjugation of these islands to a forei|m 
Conqueror, thaA to n. debasemeat wl 
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miaery of the l^ebple and their Posterity; 
'^miatitute a grievance traiy intolerable. 

sot Wherefore yoar Petitioner, de{we> 
eating all tliat metaphorical and contemp¬ 
tible sophistry about the Constitution, by 
which wicked men endeavour to exhibit 
as a mystery, that which our brave un¬ 
lettered ancestoi's framed as a plain, prac¬ 
tical, and honest rule of government, j 
tj-usts that your Honourable House, as 
early as may be, will originate a law for 
^tending representation to the same limit 
as direct taxation in support of the Poor, 
the Church and the State; for distributing 
that representation with justice and im¬ 
partiality ; for brinemg back Parliaments 
to a constitutional (luration; for so order- 
•ing the elections as to prevent unne¬ 
cessary trouble and expence, as well as 
tumult } and for preserving their freedom, 
and completing the polls in one day; and 
likewise for protecting from treasonable 
violatien, by appropriate laws, the Ma¬ 
jesty of the rfgtion, as it ought to be per¬ 
sonified by your Honourable House. 

21 . Few and simple as are these propo- 
> sitions, they would, as 3 'our Petitioner is 
humbly of opinion, da more for our coun¬ 
try, its li berties, its prosperity, and its glory, 
than were done fur it.by Magna Cnarta j 
and the Bill of Rights. •! 

‘ 22 .* Here, un(ka'a strong persuasion that i 
tiie evils of desSroyed Representation had 
* arrived at their acm^, this appeal to the 
serious reflection of your hon. House had 
actually been closed ; but that erroneous 
persuasion has ^een done away by recent 
events, which have placed before the na¬ 
tion's wondering eyes those evils, in still 
more terrific shapes, and leading to ittili 
more dreadful consequences. 

23. On the question of undefined Privi- 
.lege, so analogous to undefined Preroga¬ 
tive, may it not be respectfully asked, if 
there either be, or can be, a Pierogative 
or Privilege beyond this—"a power of 
acting for the public good,* where the po¬ 
sitive law is silent?" 

And agadn—" Where the law can be 
made to speak,jcan it be either necessary, 
or expedient, or safe, that there should be 
any discretionary Prerogative, or discre¬ 
tionary Privilege ?” 

24. Ifthe Law be capable of redressing 
jk libelled Sovereign, «nd, for that cause, 
deny to the King a prifilege of being at 
once accuser, jury, judge, and executioner 
iB.his own cause, how can such irrecon¬ 
cilable powers be justly claimed by either 
of the other two branches of the Legisla¬ 


ture ? And wmAl wot a jttkn 9i\ ohehf 
powers constitute adespedmunhawlirn tn 
the English CoostittitiM, and revohdii^ tm 
reason 

23. But leaving to the serimis naeditii*' 
tion of your Honourable House these ioiK 
portant questions, the legdUy, or illoga- 
lity, of your Warrant against Sir Franda 
Bordett, seems to be involved, allow youc 
Petitioner to call your attention to ihe 
late military proc^ings, rising out of 
orders issued by civil authorities; and 
more especially to the act of breaking 
open, with military force and by violence; 
the house of the said Sir Franins Bordett, 
not charged with either treason, foleny, 
or a breach of the peace, and coadocthm 
him through a body of armed soldiers; 
drawn up in bis own hall, to a carriage 
surrounded by an army, and so to a 
prison. 

20. On the flagrant illegality of saefa 
an outrage on an £ngluhman„yoor Pe¬ 
titioner presumes there is but one opinion. 
—It is personally known to your Peti¬ 
tioner, (hat two days prior to the seixurc 
of Sir F. Bordett, as aforeasdd, when a 
number of persons, assembled tefore hiS 
door, were efaarg^ with being rioters, a 
body of soldiers belonging to the standing 
army, in military array, and under th^ 
orders of a General C^cer then present, 
were employed; ana, tw your Petitioner 
•humbly conceives, illegally employed, to 
keep the peace ; and he believes the same 
illegal mode of keeping the peace was 
persevered in, until the imprisonment of 
the said Sir Francis Burdett was accom¬ 
plished. 

27. A Standing Army, although neces¬ 
sary for ofiensive war, and the protection 
of external possessions, being yet alto¬ 
gether unknown to the Law ana Consti¬ 
tution of this kingdom—such army not 
constituting part of the civil state, but 
being under a difierent command, and 
“ subject to a different LaWj"— cannot, 
of course, be a legal instrument for go¬ 
verning the Nation, that is, for executing 
any process of the Law, or for ministerially 
performing any act of a civil authority 
for giving eflfect to the Law; even al- 

' though such act were in itself lawful to 
Peace Officers. 

28. When an indiscreet popolace; an¬ 
gered by violations of public liberty or 
other cause, assemble together, ‘annoy by 
any species of assault, those whom they 
considei^as their oppressors, none can deny 
that the law is violated and the peace 



teefceo; Stand¬ 

ing Ata^ m i aiMfttry nmijr and 
•qtapment io lesfeorc ;onl^, commit a 
riolatitm of Jaw a thousand tiroes more 
ofHmnat, « breadt of the peace ten 
thousandtivwiQoris sdolffit and alarming. 

29. A rahbte of idle men or unruly 
boys might oh a sudden daub our tlotbes,. 
demohth our window glass, and assume a 
moroeittary authority, but an organized 
Pom OmitatM would instantly restore 
p^ce and the dominion of the law. 
^^ereas when a standing army, assuming 
the office'of our protector, subjects us to a 
governmcdt of ball and bayonet—then, 
indeed, our Constitution is foully stained. 
Liberty .is stabbed, ^nd the Law itself 

demolished.” The swprd may, indeed, 
be again returned to its scabbard, and the 
soldiery retire to their barrack forlrcsscs. 
But if their reappearance be to depend on 
any, from a Police-Magistrate up to the 
King, is not this Military Ctovernment ? 
It is not surely with discretionary power 
thus despotic that Parliamentary Privi'oge, 
forgetting its own defensive uatuye, will 
ciaun to.have .kindred, or seek tosbold 
fellowship ! 

50. The English Government i..s itself 

Only to blame, if its legal means of sup» 
pressing riots, by. a resistless County 
Bower, be* not at all times, and in all 
plMes, in perfect rWdinesr. at a call, fur 
preserving the public tranquillity. , 

51. If then our Rulers have, and par¬ 
ticularly for the last thirty years, against 
law, against remonstrance, against ex¬ 
hortation, intentionally left the County 
Power, which is vital to the Constitution, 
an its " shamefully., neglected state,” and 
have, on all occasions of trifling disorders 
in our streets—disorders to which thcii- 
own neglect of duty gave birth—gut into 
a constant habit of illegally introducing 
the standing army for restoring quiet, what 
is the obvieos inference to be drawn iVom 
this constant practice ? 

32. Here your Hon. House is implored 
^reflect, whether without being misled 
-by names or appearance of any kind, it 
isast not be acknowledged, that a state is 
in reality under a civil, or under a mili- 
.tary goaretnment, as for the ultimaie en-* 
forcement ‘of its laws, resort be had to a 
jciril power, or to a military force ; and 
your Hohourabte House knows that civil 
government alone is free government; 
military government rank despotism. 

33. Having thus established the princi¬ 
ples whereby to judge* the .character of 


the proceedings for executing the late 
orders of your Honourable House Hrjl^ 
now -be easily deterinined. 

Your Serjeant at Arms solicited, and ob¬ 
tained, for this service, an army. In¬ 
cluding all the troops oh their march from 
ccpjntry quarters, for supporting those 
within the metropolis, the whole it gene* 
rally beliered to have exceeded 34,000 
men, beside an ample train of artillery ;-r 
a greater force than that w ith which an 
English King defeated 100,000 French 
Cresay; and an army which, in obis iu- 
staiice, could have no other object than 
to overpower, or to kill, all such as might 
have attempted to resist by force tim 
execution of your order. 

34. Your Honourable Tloiise is there¬ 
fore intreated to give mature consideration 
to the following Queries. 

1. If u standing army be " unknown 
to the Law and Constitution of this 
Kingdom,” must not its employment, 
under pretence of enforcihg Law, be, in 
fact, the greatest of all violations of Law, 
and subversion of the Constitution ? 

2. Is it not the duty of every man, * 
within the ages of 15 and tiO, as a JVlom- 
ber of the County Poucr, to resist a 
Breach of the Peace, the breaking into a 
House, or any act of illegal violence 
against a Fellow Subject, whether the 
Peace-breakti's, or violators of the Law, 
bo, or be not Scldicr.s ? 

3. If any Pcivoji or Perhotes, pej-petratc 
I acts of illegal violence, in open Rebellion 
:*Vigainst Law, and should, with intent 
I to overpower, or kill all persons who 

should attempt to resist them, put them¬ 
selves at the head of an anay of merce¬ 
nary Soldiers, and by nieans of such 
Army, should actually carry-their illegal 
and violent oesigiis into execution, would 
not this he an Act of “ Open Deed, levy- 
'* ing War against our Lord tlio. King in 
" his Ileahu 

4. Is not such levying of War *' of 
open deed,” among the Treasons enume¬ 
rated in the Statute, 21 Ed. 3d ? 

5. Must not the killing of any of tlie 
People, hv an Army, while so acting, be 
Murder ? * 

6. Must not all the Soldiery of such 
Aimy,. present at any .such Murders, be 
Jn law principals, as well as those under 
whose orders thiy shoul-J act ? 

7. Considering-how much .the Sol'diers 
of a Standing Army are machines and In¬ 
struments, in the bands of them-who com- 
■mandj must not those who givo^ them oe- 
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dew, be the most‘criminal parties in any 
so^ •Murders ? 

8. Whether in the present circumstances 
of this Kingdom, considering the immense 
number of native Soldiers, " under a dif. 
ferent command from that of the Civil 
Magistrates, and subject to a different 
Law** from that of the Civil, Courts, and 
the vast addition of Foreign mercenaries, 
bofn under arbitrary power, and as Sol¬ 
diers deubly enslaved—a military despo- 
iiapit as rigorous as that of France, can 
possibly ^ averted, but by restoring, to 
full vigour and energy, the County Power, 
as 30 years ago w'as earnestly recom¬ 
mended and urged by Sir William Jones ? 

. “ Wherefore yom Petitioner trusts, that in 
the present awful crisis of our Country, 
your Honourable House will take, in good 
part, his dutiful expostulation—cfaearfully 
relinquish every unconstitutional claim of 
Power, heal our distractions, and preserve* 
our Liberties, by exerting ail its energies 
for-restoring o^dur two-fold Constitution 
in its-vital organs, its Commons House, 
and its County Power. 

And your Petitioner will ever pra)', &c. 

John Caktwbicht. 

Enfield, lOthMa^, 1810. 


* p6wER OfPARLIAMENT. 

* St a ;—As the pending trial between 
Sir F. Burdelt and the Speaker of the 
House of Commons involves a mure than 
ordinary portion,of public interest, 1 shall 
make iu> apology for submitting the fol¬ 
lowing Resolution of the Commons, re¬ 
lative to their own privileges, passed in the 
year 1763 

"Rqsolved by the Commons in Par- 
".liament, that privilege in Parliament. 
" does not extend to the case of writing 
and publishing seditious libels, nor ought 
" to be allowed to obstruct the ordinary 
course of the lafWs,*' &.c.*—It will be 
seen by the above Resolution ho^ far the 
House of Common.s have violated their 
own law in the persons of Sir F. Burdett 
and Mr. Jones. Let us revert to the 
opinion of Lord Littleton upon this subject, 
when it came to be discussed' in the 
House of Lords. I shall not transcribe the 
-whole of bis speed) «n the occasion ; 
but as both the resolntibn and speech 
‘so immediately upon the point at 
issue, and neither of them h^e been 
hitlm-to noticed, I tfust the following ert- 


. tracts will no| pvovw uiHtcc«ptah)e 
vour readers:—.. My Lord8,-:-All privi^ 
leges are subordinate to the great latw of 
society; to the good order, the peace, 
and the safety of the State.—Privilege 
must not be exercised to the grievous ui" * 
convenience and detriment of the public ; 
it must not obstruct the public-justice; it 

must not endanger the public safety._ 

The administration of justice and theexe> 
cotion of laws, are, by the ConstituUon 
of our Government, entrusted to the„ 
Crown and its Officers; but eairusted 
under checks beneficial to liberty, be¬ 
neficial to justice. But if you .change 
this system; if you take the executive 
power from the Crown, and place it in 
either House of Parliament, what check, 
what controul, will then remain ? An ar* 
bitrary power will be there, which is no 
where else in our Government—an arbi¬ 
trary power withpot appeal!—I therefore 
hope your Lordships will not differ from 
the Commons in this resolution. In order 
to preserve the independence of Parlia¬ 
ments, it will be necessary to preserve 
the reputation of Parliament in the minds 
of the people, and the love of it in their 
hearts. How, my Lords, can this be done, 
if they find it an obstacle to that equal 
justice which is their birthright and their 
safety ? Upon the whole 1 am confident 
your Lordships w,ill on no account depart 
figom that maxim which is the corner¬ 
stone of all government; that justice 
should have its course without stop or im- 
' pediment. Jm, fat, lex, potentissUna tint. 
This, my Lords, is the very soul and es¬ 
sence of freedom. Obstruct this, and you 
immediately open a door to all violence 
and confusion ; to all the iniquity and all 
the cruelties of private revenge ; to the 
destruction of private peace, the dissolu¬ 
tion of public order; and, in the end, to 
an unlimited and despotic authority,which 
we must be forced to submit to, as a re¬ 
medy against such intolerable eyiia. The 
dominion of law is the dominion M liberty. 
Privilege against law, in matters of high 
concernnient to Uie |Miblic, is oppression, 
is tycaiMBy,-w4> eees oever it exists.**—Such 
wa.s^ the language of a scholar, a man of 
genius, and a patriot; a man who was 
an ornament to his country in public and 
in private life. The. authority of such 
men will, always have its weight in all 
ages ; men of whom it may be tnily said, 
that they bat begin to live when they 
are dead,. * Phiuo-Justitu,. 
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SIR FRANCIS BURHETTS LETETERS 

TO 

Mb* Sheriff Wood, and the Freeholders 
OF Middlesex. 

« Tower, il/ffy 5,1810. 

'«Sia; Through you !■ beg leave to 
transmit my acknowledgment to the Free* 
holders of Middlesex, for the honour con- 
forrad upon me by the Meeting at which 
you presided at Hackney, on the SJtith of 
.April.—I take this opportunity. Sir, of 
retuiiaing you my Thanks, for the very 
handsome manner in which you executed 
your Gommission; and remain. Sir, your 
most obedient humhle servant, 

Francis Brhdett.” 

To Metuheui Wood, Eid. 

Higfi S^ufriff for the 
. Comiy ^ Middlesex.** 

•* Tower, 5, 1810. 
''Gentlemen; The over-flattering Ad¬ 
dress and Resolutions 1 bad the honour to 
receive from the High Sheriff of your 
County, attended In* Mr. Byng, and as 
Mr. Sheriff Wood inrormed me, aceording 
to the order of a very numerous and re- 
' wectable Meeting of Freeholders, in full 
County Court assembled, on April the 
26tb, would, did 1 need any, afford me 
great consolation, and does give me great 
aatisfaction.—It is extreme^ grati:^ing 
to me. Gentlemen, under these ciremp- 
■tances, to renew roy intercourse with a 
county, so renowned for its many noble, 
^ougn ineffoctual struggles; sometimes* 
indeed successful, never, 1 trust, altoge¬ 
ther unavailing in the same cause—re¬ 
sistance to arbitrary power; which, how¬ 
ever it may be disguised, or from what¬ 
ever quarter it may come, is equally to 
be feared, and to be guarded agmnst.— 
Gentlemen, highly as 1 esteem the ho¬ 
nour you have done me, I esteem still 
higher the service 3*00 have done the 
public. ,Jn following the conduct and 
example‘of the City <ff Westminster, the 
sreat Metropolitan County of Middlesex 
has pointed out to the Country at large, a 
safe. and ready way of arriving, by a 
simple expression of its will, at that Re¬ 
form good men have long sighed for, but 
vrhic^ p^haps, they never until now 
clearly discenaed, a quiet, easy, and 
peaceable method of obtaining. 1 remain. 
Gentlemen, your most obedient hussble 
feniant, . . < Facpcis Burdett." 

fTo.tkf J^tabeldert 
qfMiddkH*.** ' 


Resolutions. Petitions, Remonstrances, 
tfe. on the Liberty of the SverfeefeRd 
Parliamentary Reform, 181 (X 

LONDON COMMON HALL. 
Resolutions of the Common Hall of 
London, held on Monda}^ May 21st, 
1810 . 

• 

Resolved—1. That the rejection by 
House of Commons of our late humble. 
Address, Petition and Remonstrance, ap¬ 
pears to us a violation of our conatitutianai 
and indisputable right to state our com- 

f daitUs and grievances, and to call for re- 
ief and redress. 

2 . That such rejection is an additional, 
proof of the shameful inadequacy of the 
representation of the people m the Com¬ 
mons House of Pai’liaraent, and more 
forcibly demonstrates the necessity of a 
«peedy and substantial reform in that Ho¬ 
nourable House. 

3. That we have vi^^d with miifed 
sentiments of indignation, concern, and 
pity, the Address of certain persons, 
styling themselves, " An adjourned Meet*,' 
ing of Liverymen, held at the London 
Tavern, the * 4th of May,'* inasmuch as 
the statements contained in that Address, 
imputing to the great body of tHeir fel- 
Ibw Citixens in Common Hail legally as¬ 
sembled, motives and designs " to vilify 
and degrade the Legislature," to alie¬ 
nate the aflections of the people from 
the Government; to " produce contempt 
and distrust of the Houw of Commons ;*■ 
to " introduce anarchyand to " sub¬ 
vert the Constitution," are false ^ertions, 
originating with individuals who derive . 
influence and emolument from the heav}' 
burdens of the people. 

'4. That amongst the names of those .af¬ 
fixed to the Address appear the signatures 
of Contractors, of Commissioners and Col¬ 
lectors of Taxes, of Placemen and Place 
Hunters, with a long List of their Agents 
and Clerks, of their J)ependen{s, Emissa¬ 
ries, and Minions. 

5. That it is undeniable, that power, 
influence, tiireats, and delusions have been 
employed Co prevail upon many to coiurur ^ 
in the said Address. 

6. That whilst we disclaim any im- 
potation agwnst dhe motives of seveand, 
who by groli misrepresentations, by 
arts of the basest kind, or by down¬ 
right intimidation, have been indviced, 
a^ compelled to lend. their signatures 
to the s»d Address; it is to ua a source 
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of bigh c<HulolBtioi4 Uu^ the Addhan car< 
ne%|Wt)iii4it its own refutation, coniiating 
enli^f allegations, unsubstantiated, anti 
of calonmies which those who bare pro¬ 
pagated them, must know to be groond- 
less. 

7. That the said Address appears to 
hare for its real object the excitement of 
civil dissention, the increase of public 
abuses, and the further and fuller partici¬ 
pation in the wages of corruption by many 
of 4hose who have signed it, and who, 
taking adfantage of the present unhappy 
contest'betn'een arbitraiy privilege and 
constitutional freedom, have endeavoured 
to confuse and corrupt the public mind 

'• 1 ‘or the support and continuance in place 
of a corrupt, weak, and wicked adminis¬ 
tration. 

8. Resolved unanimously—That in the 
years 1079 and 1680, under the infamous 
Government of Charles II, the City of 
London, and othey parts of the Country 
petitioned the King for the redress of 
grievances and the sitting of Parliament. 
—That various Counter Petitions were 
'j^resented i,'> his Majesty, expressive of 
their abhorrence of the said petitioning as ; 
tumultunu.^ -md seditious, and encroaching 
on the .royal prerogative.—^That on the 
21st of October, 1680. the Parliament I 
met, an<f its first dots were to expel Ab- | 
Rorrers, and to palb a vote “ that it is, and 
'‘ever hath been, the undoubted right of 

the subject to petition the King for the 
calling of Parliaments, and redressing 
^ grievances ; thgt to trance such peti- 
tioning as a violation of duty, and to rc- 
" present.U to his Majesty as tumultuous 
''' and seditious, is to betray the liberty of 
" the subject, and contribute to the design 
*' of subverting the ancitot legal Constitu- 
"■tlon of the kingdom, and Uiey appointed 
a Committee to enquire after alt those 
•• who bad offended against these rights, 
and accordingly, expelled several of its 
members, and petftioned hiA Majesty to 
" remove others from places, of trust.”— 
That on the 29th of October, 1680, the 
Commons voted-*" That Sir F. Withins, 
** by promoting and pu-esenting to his 
. " Majesty an Address, expressing an ab- 
•* borrence to petition his Majesty for the 
calling and sitting of Parliament, hath 
" betrayed the undoubted rights of the 
Subjects of England, and that the said 
** Sir F. Withins be expelled the House 
lor this high crime-”—That for the 
>^ercfse of 'the undoubted right of peti- 
ttOhiiig, the City Charters were seieedby a 


8uo Wiktrmto, and it was argued for Ute. 
City, by Sir George TVeby, their Auconlcr 
—".T^at the Constitution and the Law 
" the Land had given to the subject the 
" right of petitioning, and of access to the 
" supreme Governor, to represent to him 
" their grievances, and to pray a recess of 
" them, and that the same law gav« them 
" also a right to state in -their Petitions 
" those facts and reasons which caused 
their grievances, provided those facts 
" were true ; and further, that as there' 
" was one part of the Constitution which' 
" gave the King power to protjogue, so 
" there was anower part of we Constitu- 
" tion that gave the suhgect an originaf 
" right to pention for redress of grievances, 

" and that, therefore, to punish a man for 
" shewing in his Petition, those grievances 
" which ne desires to be ledresaed, and 
" the causes of them, was the same thing 
" as to deny him the right of petitioning, 

" and that such denial would inter op- 
" pressioii and the most abject slavery ; 

for when subjects are misused and, 

" grieved,, and are denied the libertvto 
" coroplbin, and pray the King to redfre^ 

" those grievances, or shall be punished 
" for petitioning against them, they 
" must necessaril) be^bject slaves.** 

* 9. That these arguments having been 
over-ruled by venal Jud g^s—J udgment was 
obtained against the City,—the Abhorrera 
foe a time triumphed ; the liberties of the 
People, with the right of Petitioning, was 
subverted ; and the succeeding Monarch, 
*n consequence thereof, driven from bis 
Throne and dominions.—At the Revolu¬ 
tion of 1688, in the Bill of Rights, " the 
" undoubted right of the subject to petition, 
** was among other things claimed, de- 
" nianded, and insisted upon.”—This right 
has been of lute again invaded ; the peo¬ 
ple, oppressed with unprecedented piev- 
ances and calamities, have been denied 
access to the Sovereign—^Their petitions 
have been rejected by the Hous^ of Com¬ 
mons, and their grievances remain un¬ 
heard. and unredressed -The exploded 
doctrine of passive obedience has been re¬ 
vived ill all its extravagance, and a new 
race of Abliorrers have sprong up, who, 
like the Abhorrers in the days of Charles 
the 2d. by the foulest calumnies, by vilify¬ 
ing and traducing the petitions of jhe peo¬ 
ple, are (in the emphatic language of thn 
then House of Commons) " betraying the 
" Liberties of the Subject, and contri- 
" buting to the design of subverting the 
" anfient legal Constitution of the King- 
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*‘ 4oni.”—Tb»t as the corrupt participa¬ 
tors in public abase, under the jihask of 
loyalty, subvorted the liberties of the 
kingdom, and involved James II. in ruin, 
so we corrupt and unprincipled Ministers 
of the present day, under the same loyal 
etence, would involve the Country and 
vereign in similar difQcuIties if suffered 
to persist-oit therefore becomes the im¬ 
perious duty of every real friend to the 
Country, to resist thVir mischievous de- 
aij^s, by recurring: to the genuine prin¬ 
ciples of the Constitution, and by using 
every legal means for obtaining a full, fair, 
and free Representation of the People in 
Pariiameot. 

10. That inseparably attached to our 
glorious Constitution, we admire, venerate, 
and will support and defend our King, our 
Lords,' and our Commons, in tiicir res¬ 
pective and collectire capacities/ with all 
their just prerogatives, rights, and privi¬ 
leges ; but wc can never consent to grant 
separately to King, Lords, or Commons, a 
power contrary to, and above, the laws 
of the land, which arc and must continue 
to be the results of their coilcctiv'e,'yrisdoni 
and authority. 

11. That notwithstanding the rejection 
of our late Petition^ we still feel it our 
duty to give to the House of (huumons 
every opportunity of hearing and redress¬ 
ing the grievaneViS of the people, and 
that an humble Addrdl^, Peiiiton, and Re- 
,monstrance, be presented to that Honoura¬ 
ble House. 

12. That the said Petition he fairly < 
transcribed, and ' signed by the Lord 
Mayor, the Aldermen, and 10 Livery¬ 
men, and presented to the House of Com¬ 
mons by H. C. Combe, esq. one of their 
Kepresentatives. 

13. That the Thanks of this Com¬ 
mon Hall be given to the Right Hon. 
Lord Erskine, Sir Samuel Romilly, knt. 
M. P. and Samuel Whitbread, Esq. M. P. 
for their able, constitutional, and indepen¬ 
dent conduct on all occasions, particularly 
for the stand they have lately made in fa¬ 
vour of the dominion of the law against 
arbitrary discretion and undefined privi¬ 
lege. 

14. That the Thanks of tliis Hall b® 
given to Harvey Christian Combe, Esq. 
Alderman, and one of the Representatives 
of this Oity in Parliament, for his support 
in the House of Commons of the Right of 
the Livery to petition the House, and for 
hUgeneral conduct iq the House. 

13. That the Thanks of this Hall be 


given to the R^bt Honourable, the LunL 
Mayor, for his readiness in calling, this 
Hall, and for his independent add tfoapujr 
able conduct in discharging the duties .of 
bis office. 

IG. That the Thanks of this Hall be 
given to Matthew Wood^ Es<;j. one of the 
Sheriffs of this City, for.the independent 
manner jn which he has always dis¬ 
charged the duties of his office. 

WOODTHORPE,* 


FARRINGDON WITHOCT. 

At a numerous Meeting of the Freemen 
Householders of the Ward of Farringdon 
Without, Mr. Deputy Brewer in tlve*.', 
Chair, the following Resolutions were, 
with the exception of the 11 th, against 
which one hand only was held up, unani¬ 
mously agreed to. 

, Resolved 1st. That in the 29tli Chapter 
of Magna Charta it is declared, " that no 
Freeman shall be taken or imprisoned, or 
be disseized of his Freehold or Liberties, 
or Free Customs, or be outlawed or exiled, 
or any otherwise destroyed ; nor wHl wc* 
not pass upop him nor condemn him, but 
by lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by 
the Law of the Land.” 

2. That the Committal of Mr. John Gale 
Jones and Sir Francis ^Burdett tonPrison, 
during pleasure, by the f)rder of the Ho¬ 
nourable the House of Commons, for sup¬ 
posed Libels, appears to this Ward Meet¬ 
ing an unreasonable and illegal assumption 
in their own cause, of the accumulated, 
offices and power of Accuser, Juroc, Judge 
and Exccutiouer. 

3. That the late assumption 'of unde- . 

fined Privilege by the Honourable the 
House of Commons, will, in effect, abo¬ 
lish that Bulwark of our Liberties," Trial 
by Jury; will supersede the Habeas Cor¬ 
pus Act; w'ill annul the Bill 9 f Rights, 
and the wholesome-Provisions of Magua 
Charta. . * 

4. That the exercise of illegal Power 
naturally engenders Violence, Kot, Com¬ 
motion, and ultimately Revolution j that 
the introduction of the Standing Army to 
enforce the arbitrary Warramt of the 
Speaker of the House *of Commons, has ’ 
already produced the most deplorable ca¬ 
lamities: our saergd Charters have beqn. 
violated; the blood of peaceable passen¬ 
gers has been spilled, and our fellow-.^ 
citizens murdered in our streets; and tbii 
Ward Meeting entertain a fervent hope, 
that any future attempts to Introduce arbi- 
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fKtw^r, to excite violence and riot, 
mtdto^jl^d the people into resistance and 
coD^oiionj may, by the steady, firm, and 
wise conduct of our Countrymen, be'foiled 

5. That this Wiird Meeting trembles 
for the consequences probable upon this 
Conflict between the People and the Pri¬ 
vileges of the House of Commons; and 
they aver it to be tbeii' opinion? that this 
aimaturai struggle il certain evidence of 
the little influence Iw People possess in 
that Honourable House. That they believe 
the Kepr«sentation of the People in Par¬ 
liament'is unequal, deficient, and now 
manitestly inadequate to the security of 
the subject; that it appears uticontradict- 

,«d upon their Jo^^rnals, that scats in the 
Honourable the House of Commons are 
notoriously sold and bartered; that a 
Majority in that Honourable House may 
be at all times, with perfect facility, pro¬ 
cured and purchased, by any set of Minis¬ 
ters; with the feady means of Places, 
Pensions, Sinecures, Patronage, and Jobs; 
as only 15+ powerful individuals. Peers 
Olid others, return 307 Members, for Eng- 
"itlnd and Wales; and the Representation 
oi Scotland and Ireland is equally cor¬ 
rupt : that by means of the Majorities 
thus obtained. Public Defaulters have not 
only been exculpated, but suffered t<^ 
enjpy tlib fruits of flieir nefarious conduct, 
and retain their sdSits in that Honourable 
House. 

6. That this Ward Meeting declares its 
entire approbation of the Conduct, Reso- 
kitions, and Petjfitn of the Livery of Lon¬ 
don, in their last'Common Hall; that this 
Meeting avails itself of this first opportu- 

• nily, to express its abhorrence of the sedi¬ 
tious attempts of a band of Contractors and 
vena) Jobbers, to decry all Public Spirit; 
and to induce the timid and the weak to 
join in libellous Declarations against their 
Fellow-citieens, and the venerable Magis¬ 
tracy of our City. 

7. That for these accumulatbd evils and 
calamities, one only remedy pliers itself; 
namely, a full, fair, and free Representa¬ 
tion of the Peopledn Parliament. 

8. That this Ward Meeting do hereby 
instruct their Representatives in Common 
Council to promote and support in that 
Court all legal measures whatever that 
may be proposed to prodbre^the liberation 
of Sir, Francis Burdett and John Gale 
Jones; and for that necessary and indis- 
pedsible object, a Radical Reform io the 
‘Commons House of Parliament. 

'9. That thd Thanks »f this Meeting are 


due to Sir Francis Burdett, for his'manly 
and constitutional resistanceioOppressto'rt, 
and for his learned and legal Argument ih 
favour of the unalienable Rights of the 
People. 

10. That tha late conduct of Sir Charles 
Price has proved him unworthy of tbe 
confidence of the Inhabitantsof this Ward; 
that it has stamped his character with 
meanness and duplicity, or with the gross¬ 
est ignorance of his duty and of the Jaws 
and customs of this Citv ; with meannesa 
and duplicity fur having attempted, by a 
frivolous and contemptible subterfuge, to 
shift from his own shoulders the disgrace 
and responsibility of refusing the Meeting, 
and attempting to attach the odium upon 
our worthy and much esteemed Chief 
Magistrate ; or of the grossest ignorance 
in making application to the Lord Mayor 
for authority with which every Alderman 
is notoriously invested. 

11. That the Thanks of this Ward 
Meeting are particularly due to the 
Churchwardens of tiiis Parish, St. Bride's, 
for their kindness in acceding, at so short 
a notice* to the request of the Inhabitants 
to hold the Meeting in this Church, as 
well as to the fihurchwardens of other 
Parishes, who have declared their readi¬ 
ness to comply with a similar requisition. 

RiOHAKn Bkewer. 

12. That the Thaqks of this Ward 
Meeting are also due to Richard Brewer, 
Esq. Deputy of this Ward, for his manly, 

aflelid, and polite conduct this day in tlie 
'hair, as well as for his iitiifortn support 
of the Rights of the People during tbe 
long series df years he has represented 
this Ward in Common Council. 

k Samuel Thompson- 


CASTLE BAYNARD WARD. 

At an Adjourned Meeting of the Al- 
DEKMEN, Deputy Common Cocncilmen, 
and Fkeemen Housr.xioLDERs, of tiie above 
Ward, holden at the Church of the United 
Parishes of St. Mary Magdalen and St. 
Gregory,, ill Old Fisfi-street, on Tuesday, 
the22dofMay, 1810, pursuant to a re¬ 
quisition made for that purpose, 

’Joshua Jonathan Smith, l&q. Alder¬ 
man, in the Chair; 

Tlie following l^solutions were* sepa¬ 
rately moved, seconded, and carried, viz ; 

Resolved, That warmly attached to the 
genuine principles of pur Constitution, as 
established At tbe glorious Revolution'lily' 
King, Lords, and Commons, we Itave 



Aldgtte, la imbwi Uiui' Comm Con- 
cUmea to supports PeOtioa &«» UM^urt 
to the CoaiiBODslioaN ol pRr|i9i&^l^r 
tbe release of Mr. Cale Joaes# air Fritucis 
Surdetta bart. and a Radical Jtuiwnn io tbe 
House of Co^nmons:—(bir James Shaw 
having refused to cooipty with a Raqui' 
sition for tbe same), 

Thokas PARRsn, Esq. in the Chair. 
Resolved, 'Diat the InhabitanUi of .this 
Ward are firmly a«tached to the Constitu¬ 
tion of this Realm as by law estabiisjied, 
which Constitution provides, s‘ That no 
man of what state or condition he be, 
shall be put out of land or tenement, nor 
taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited, 
nor put to death, without being broog4». 
to answer by due process of law.*’—That 
this Meeting are impressed with the deep' 
est sense of alarm at the Proceedings of 
the House of Commons, in departing from 
the Great Charter of the land, by tbe as¬ 
sumed Privilege of their House, in com¬ 
mitting to prison Mr. Gale Jones (untriad 
by bis Peers) for a supposed Libel. In 
breaking into and forcing from his bouK 
by tbe aid of a standing armv, sir Franefs' 
Bnrdett, bart. m. p. and connning him in 
Uie Tower, for alledged Kbels on them¬ 
selves, and thereby becoming at onoe 
Legislature, Jurors, Accuser, Judge, and 
Executioner in theis'own Cause, wi|hoat 
any iqipeal to law, and Uiereby attempt¬ 
ing to change the law of England, wbiZ^ 
cannot be changed.—That this Meeting 
are fully persuaded, that from tbe useless 
waste of blood, and qptpenditore of our 
treasure in a ruinous war, without any 
specific object; and the alarming height 
of corruption to which the House of Com- • 
mons have arrived by the prostitution of 
oar liberty, leases us without bppe that 
' any good c«Q be expected but by a full 
compete, and Radical Reform in Parlia¬ 
ment. That the Common Council of this 
Ward are hereby instructed to supppct 
every motion brought forward in their 
Court, whi<^ has for its olyect tbe libera¬ 
tion o£ Mr. Gale Jones and sir Francis 
Burdett, hart and tliat most necessary 
measure, a Reform in the Commons House 
of Parliament—That, the Hianks of this 
Meeting be given to «r Francis Rm-’ 
dett, bart for liis upriglit and coastitu- 
tioaal Gondiirt m Pacliameiit on all occa¬ 
sions, but m^e especially for the manly 
stru^le he ,1 b nosr mmntaining 'against 
assumed and undefined Privileges -r-That 
a Deputation of t-ight Gentlemen, with 
•foBr^sMiaur Coonnan Coiutcih4o wait upon 


men with deep oemwrn tlieee«oiv«|>tio^^ 
abases, and pMulctioiM sahkdt have soic^ 
and so sbanH^lp baefr snfiwed to exisL 
she fvantef doe and efficient in^iry into 
the calamitous friilures and mtafortones 
wbkdi have attended our various military 
expeditions; also tbe corrupt traffick for 
eeata in the House of Commons, rad the 
^vrer lately assumed of imprisoning our 
aUow sulyects without due process ol 

iavr. . . 

Resolved unanimously. That it is be- 
*ceme tbe imperio'-s duly of every true 
friend to the re: i. ,d genuine principles 
of the Constitufuii of the country, to use 
every constituti..n means to obtain re¬ 
dress of tbme great national grievances, 
and a Reform in tbe Representation of 
the People in Parliament, by which 
means the btouse of Commons may be 
.restored to its true dignity and indepen¬ 
dence. * 

Ri-sHred, That this Meeting do hereby 
instruct tbeir Representatives in Common 
Cooncil, to promote and support ail such 
motions or petitions in the Commem Coun¬ 
cil, as may have for their ofajecC tbe re¬ 
dress of tbeir public grievances and a 
Reform in the Commons House of Par¬ 
liament. ‘ 

Resolved unanimously. That the Hiaaks 
of this Mcetingtbe given to Joshua Jona¬ 
than Smith, Esq. Alderman this Ward, 
for his readiness in convening this Mcet- 
ii^, and for bis upright cmuhict as a ma- 
^pstrate <m ail occasions. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of tbfs 
Meeting be given to MesBr-. James Grif- 
frtbs, Robert Blade, Richard Howell, Tho¬ 
mas barrance, Ji^n Treacher, Joseph 
Hurcombe, Perrot Fenton, and James 
Edward Pownall, fer their independent 
and able conduct as represratatives of 
this Ward in Common Council, rad the 
attention they have at all times shewn 
to tbe interest rad the instructions of their 
fonstituents. 

Resolved unanimously. That the fore- 
miug Resolutions be signed by tbe Ward 
Clerl^ and inserted in tnree morning and 
ihrep evening papeia, uainely, the ISmes, 
Morning Chronicle, Mornuig Advertiser, 
CoafirrMAtfred, and Obat«}sman. 

Gbobgs Aaaow.MiTB, Ward Clerk. 


. TORTStiHEEN WARD. 

AtaMxsxtac of the FubauEN Hooia- 
amtoxas dhii Ward, tield Muy IS, 
at.thaXrcown and J/i^m>ye Taver% 
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to pretrat tWk Beio- 
hMM&t^’Qiat ^ Ttittm of thk 
be-^en to A>ar of our RepFcMeutatires in 
tfao Common Oooaoil, De^JT Atkinson, 
£dWard Coiebatcb, John Hoppe, and Ro¬ 
bert Carter, Esqrs. for their upright con¬ 
duct in the Common Council, and for their 
polite attendance at this Meeting.—That 
these Resolutions be inserted in the Times, 
Meniing Chronicle, and Morning Adver¬ 
tiser. Thomas Pahkeu, Chairman. 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to* the Chairman, for his upright 
conduct in the Chair. 


LIVERPOOL MEETING. 

’ , KverpofA, May 9, 1810. 

Several Gentlemeo having signed a 
Requisition to the Mayor of this Town, 
Irequesting him to call a Public Meeting 
on the present state of the Nation, and, 
the liberty of the Subject, with which he 
has refused to comply ; the Remonstrance 
subjoined has ^nce been addressed to 
him, signed by the major part of the Gen¬ 
tlemen signing the Requisition. 

To JOHN CLARK. Jisq. Mayor. 

Sir;— On an emergency like the pre¬ 
sent, when the nation is suilering under 
the effeets of ministerial misconduct, and 
when a')^ery generq,! apprehension is entei> 
taifved, that attenj^ffts are making'to stifle 
the voice of the people, by a direct attack 
upon the personal liberty of the subject, 
we had flattered ourselves, that however 
your predecessors in office might have 
opposed their authority to the earnest 
wishes of their townsmen, yon. Sir, would 
have been earnest to have shewn liow 
* fully you participated with your country¬ 
men m their sentiments, and would, in 
pursuance of our request, have convened 
stlneetipg of the inhabitants, for the pur¬ 
poses in our Requisition mentioned. We 
conceived ‘that the examples which bad 
been alretuly given by the presiding Ma¬ 
gistrates in the city of Westminster and 
the county of Middlesex, (which have 
eince been followed by the City of London 
■And other places*) would have been a 
sanction, if any bad been wanting, to our 
•request, knd would have deterred you 
from attemptiug, by your single negative, 
to pt'everit the inhabit^ts of this great 
kM populous town from publicly express¬ 
ing their sentiments on this occasion; and 
•*e cannot omit to testify our most de¬ 
cided disapprobatioB of your refusal to 
tmtttply with our just and reasonable 
wMtes In this respect.—Notwithstanding 
the continued series of calamities and dis- 


gH’ 

gn^s which Have befiOlpD 
dunng the last three yeue, apd paMch- 
larly the fatol and destructive expcriittOn 
to the Island of Walcheren, we had still 
from time to time consoled uunidves with 
the hope that, against the recurronce of 
such evils,'there existed an adequate and 
constitutional remedy.—^For this remedy, 
we, in common wittr our fellow-subjecta, 
Icmked up to our Representatives in Par¬ 
liament; but we are reluctantly, com¬ 
pelled to add, that for this we have hi» 
theito looked in vain. Although repeated 
instances of the profligacy and* miscon¬ 
duct of Ministers, both at home and 
abroad, haye been brought before the 
House of Commons in the most foil and 
ample manner, no result, concordant to 
the wishes and expectations of the Coun¬ 
try, has been' produced ; whilst the mea¬ 
sures recently adopted by that House in 
restraint of the liberty of the subject, and 
the freedom of political opinion, are such 
as cannot fail to occasion the greatest 
anxiety and alarm in the public mind. 
When, Jidwever, we advert to the open 
and avowed corruption which exists in 
the appointment of Members of Parlia¬ 
ment, and observe the great number of 
^persons having seats in the House of Com¬ 
mons, who, at the same time, enjoy places 
and pensions under the? Crown, we are 
no longer at a loss to account for the re- 
stflt that has taken place; and we con¬ 
ceive that the time is now arrived when it 
meumbent on us openly tn express our 
decided conviction, that it is only W a 
speedy and effectual Reform in the Re¬ 
presentation of the People in I*arliament, 
upon principles consistent with the spirit 
of the constitution, tl\»t we can hope to 
preserve the liberties and independence 
of our country from that destruction with 
which they are so imminently threatened. 
—To this great object it was our with, 
under the sanction of our Chief Magis¬ 
trate, to have called the attentioh of our 
townsmen, and although you. Sir, have 
deprived them of the opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing their opinion, under such sanc¬ 
tion, we doubt not that they will perceive 
in the motive which dictatra such, rqfosal, 
tlie grounds of their owii triumph, aiiS 
will still continue to cherish those sentt^ 
meitts of veneration for the Constitution 
of these Realms as by Law estal^Iished, 
and that determination to maintain tbeir 
rights and liberties unimpaired, which ere 
the only effectual safi^uard against tfa^ 
overthrow.—Wf are. Sir, &c. 

Thomas Rawsoh, Ac. Ac. 


8^11 POUHCAL «fik Stikfett, ire. 


Aio Meetmg tjfihe Burossssb and Inha* 
stTAMTS the (^ninty Borbugk qfCMt- 
MARTHBN, convened at the HuitdhaU, on 
Monday, tlx 2'id of April, 18 lO. In 
eonformitjf to a Requisition for that pur¬ 
pose.— Jones, Esq.-Mapor, in the 
Chair. 

Jt wa$ Unanimously Resolved, 

. That it U the opinion of this Meetingf 
t^at Civil Liberty, the basis of our ailnii- 
jrable Constitution, is the birth-right of 
{ 9 very Englishman; and that no longer 
than the- free enjoyment of personal se-. 
eurity, personal liberty, and private pro¬ 
perty, remains inviolate, can we be free. 

That every man owes obedience to the 
lawslaws definite and distinct, not left 
to the caprice of power, but governed by 
that sacred and solemn palladium of li¬ 
berty—Magna Charta, which expressly 
and explicitly declares, “ That no free¬ 
man shall be taken or imprisoned but by 
the lawful judgment of his equals, or by 
the law of the land/' 

That we have observed with «lartn and 
sorrow the late acts of the House of Com¬ 
mons, which has assuined to itself unde¬ 
fined privileges, and constituted itself the 
accuser and judge of supposed breaches 
of the same, thereby claiming a power 
which cannot b» legally assumed by the 
highest branch of our Constitution,* and 
which violates the freedom of the subject, 
his right to a trial by his Peers and the 
liberty of the Press. ' ^ 

Whilst we fully acknowledge the com¬ 
petency and right of the House of Com¬ 
mons to remove all obstructions to its de¬ 
bates, to punish prevarication and con¬ 
tempts, and to adopt and exercise power 
which necessity may require iu unusal 
and unforeseen cases; we nevertheless do 
declare, that it cannot legally constitute 
itstflf a judge of law or met in any case 
wherein the ordinary tribunals of -the 
kingdom are competent to decide. 

'^at a Judge and Jury are the only 
competent and proper Tribunal to try and 
afcertain whether any publication be U- 
MioiM or. not, and to punish the con¬ 
victed siittor of such libellous publication : 
and whihrt wcsprotest in the strongest 
germs against the functions of a Judge-and 
P^ury being exercised by the Houee of 
Commons on such' an occasion, still more 


do we deprecate the meawirae adtqited b}'* 
that House of arresting and itnprismmg 
one of its Members for such an stlKged 
oflfbnce, and thereby depriving part of the 
community of its'Representative in Par* 
liaTuent. 

That the means resorted ta by the ser¬ 
vants of the said House, in order to carry 
into execution the resolutions entered into 
on these subjects, appear to us highly un¬ 
constitutional, insomuch as the dwelling- 
house of a fellow-subject has been violated 
under pretence of enforcing a ^Varrant to 
which the King was not a party; a viola¬ 
tion in direct opposition to the well-known 
maxim, “ That an Eiij'lishman’s bouse is 
his castle.” e 

That every independent ]N$ember of 
Parliament, who in tlie honest and con¬ 
scientious discharge of his doty delivers 
his sentiments -openly and without dread 
to his Constituents, deserves the respect 
,and approbation of every'bonoiirable man. 

Resolved, • 

That convinced of Sir Francis Burdetl’s 
honourable motives and conduct, we can¬ 
not but join in the sympathy of eve^ 
true-hearted Briton ; and whilst we la¬ 
ment the loss 'w'hich the country sustains 
by his detention‘at this momentQus crisis 
from Pariiameiit, earnestly hope that, the 
House of Commons 'i>l''ill,* in cdiiforarity 
with the sense and wishes of the people, 
quickly restore to the Country a xealous 
and inflexible friend. 

That w'e beg leave to return to Sir 
Francis Burdett our unqualified thauksfol* 
his maply and constitutional conduct on 
all occasions, and to express a strong hope, 
amounting even to confidence, that the* 
integrity of a British Judge, and the im- 
artiality of a British Jury, will sjcure to 
im his Rights, and with them the Rights 
of Britons. John Jones, Chairman. 

Resolved Unanimously, * 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Chairman for 'his impartial 
conduct in Chair. 

That the Chairman be requested to in¬ 
form Sir Francis of the result of-this Meet¬ 
ing. 

That these Resolutions be printed in* 
the Carmarthen Journal, the Cambrian, 
the Star, Courier, and Morning Chronicle, 
London Papefs, *and one of the Bristol 
Papers. 


PubliUMd bf K. BAOSHAW, Jlrydgea-Streec, Ceveiit- Caiden s—Sold also by J. BUDU, Patl-Melh 
LORDOIT ntated b; T. c. lUiiHrS, Pdorboraaih-coart, rieet-Mreei. 
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That there should be found gentlemen, who would annihilate the people, and acknowledge no other 
" voice than that of this IJouae, is to me not at all surprising j liecausc tins conduct of the most violent 
" sticklers for this doctrine, has not deserved nanch applause or favour from them. But that they 
" should have renouiicetl reason and common sense, so far as to maintain that the majority of tbia 
assembly is the only organ by which their seuUiaenls can be expressed, is to me truly surprising. 
“ For where, in'thc name of wonder, should the House acquire the necessarv knowledge or inlelligcnce ? 
'* Is it by turning over those musty volumes or by ruinmaging these gaudy boxes wliieb lie on your 
‘ tabic ^ Nnj they contaiu none of these mysteries. Kow then are they to be explored > Is there 
“ any virtue or inspiration in tlic'c benches or cushions, by wliich they are commnnivatod ? or does the 
“ echo of these walls whisper the secret iii your ears? N.ij but the echo of every # wall, the 
“ mnnnur of every stream, the shouts, aye, a id the /mo'» and hissi's, of every street in the nation, ring 
“ it in y.-jar cai-s, and deafen you with their dm. Tieuf,‘n i.-ov, did I say ? Alas ! you were deaf before, 
*' or rather deady^e yon would have heard ; for ihsir voice is»loud enough to waken almost the dead. 
" For shntne, gentlemen, let us hear no more such weak reasonings and sopbistical refiuements. Far 
“ from producing conviction, thev cannot even extort a smile, (xcept jwradvenluve at the author, who 
“ resembles a hunter, th.at would catch an elephant in toils nude of cobweb. The people have a v.noe 
“ of their own, nnd it mii'*', nay it will be, «noner or Int’r, heard j and I, as in duty bound, will always 
“ exert every neiTc, and eicry power, of uliicli j am master, to hasten the completion of the desirable 
“ event.”— —Mr. Burke. Speech at tht ilouie tf Cui.irnf'n':, (i/A Dec. 1769. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Abhokreus of Westminster.- 

There has been published in the news¬ 
papers, A DF.CLtRATiov on the part of 
persons culling tlieinbCtves “ kottsekeepers 
" and ntha' inhab/tanfs,‘\vith]nthe. city and 
“.libc^'lies of Westminster and, thotvgh 
1/0 bignAturc.s lyive, as yet, been put to 
, this l)eclaration, its contents are of a 
nature to call for particular notice. -— - 
Tilts set of Abhorrens begin by deploring 

the late alarming riots,” though not » 
hundredth part%o mucdi mischief was done 
in them as was done by the Church-and- 
King mob at Birmingham, or at Liverpool. 
Far, however, be it from me to palliate 
any mobbish violences; and, I think, that 
the worst enemies that tlic cause of Reform 
has, arc those who, under pretence of 
avengiiifr the injuries of the people, com¬ 
mit breaches of the pe'.^ce. It is for law; 
for the due exerchfi of law^ for n govern¬ 
ment of law; this is what we are contend¬ 
ing for ; and we detest unlawful violeoce, 

W whomsoever it may be committed.-- 

1116 Abhorrors ’ above-mentioned use a 
greatdealofcriRl,mixed with nosinall share 
of invective ; but\hc passage, which I am 
desirous to point out to the particular at¬ 
tention of the. reader, jclates to the lutppi- 
niss, which we enjoy in tins country, com¬ 
pared with the state of people in other coun¬ 
tries, and especially in F ance, -This is 

a niode of reasoning I never will approve 
of J because it i.s an answ’er to every thing; 
ah answer to eyory charge, and may be 


urged by every Robber, private as well as 
public. ^ We complain, for instance, that 
Mr. Uuut, one of the favourites of the 
great Statesman now-no-more,*' has 
gone off to Portugal. —Stop here, a mo¬ 
ment—How came ]ie to go to Portugal ? 
To Portugal where our armies are ? To 
Portugal, a country, in fac*-, m our pos¬ 
session ? How came "Mr. Hunt to go to 
J*ortugal ? It was odd enough, that he, 
who fled from the consequences of his 
gonduct tovvard.< the public in England, 
should seek skelter amidst the camps and gar¬ 
risons qf the English army! I beg my 
readers to ponder this well in their minds; 
and, odd as the thing may appear, at first 
sight, I am deceived if they will not.soon 
discover a probable reason for Mr. Hunt’s 
selection. This is a curious aiiair, and to 
be well noted by the people.-To re¬ 

turn from this di^ressinii; we complain, 
for instance, that Mr. Hunt is gone oft'to 
Portugal so many tlx'usands of pounds in 
our debt, and that those whom the law 
commanded to take sureties for Mr. Hunt, 
had neglected to take those 8uretie«; so 
that there was no redress left us; and 
that, when a motion was made in the 
Honourable House to censure ^aol-punisb, 
but merely censure) this neglect, that 
motion was negatived by a large in.ajorily 
of the Honourable House. Wbep we 
complain of this, or of any othen thing of 
the. same sort, we are told, that we arc 
much better qftlum the French: that there 
is a mit^ary despotism ia France tbcf 
like. Whei; tw.' complain of Lord Castle- 
2 D . 
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reagh's offering to give a writership for 
the purpose of its being swapped against 
a seat in parliament, and that the House 
did not censure him for it; the answer 
is, that we are not ha^ so miserable as 
the pct^le in France are. When we com- 

f >laifl of any thing, no matter what it 
)€}■ no matter how oppressive the act, 
how wicked, how shameful, how revolting 
to all the principles of our constitution 
and all the feelings of nature; the an¬ 
swer to us is: " Vou are not half so mUe- 

" Table as the people qf France.** -This, 

which is the. strongest possible proof of 
our adversaries being destitute of all sound 
argument, is the mode of reasoning adopt¬ 
ed by the Westminster Abhorrers. But, 
to what, as I said before, might not the 
like of this be an answer ? Take away the 
trial by jury in all cases where the party 
is accused of seditious conduct: well, the 
French have no trial at all (or, so it is said, 
at least) in *such cases, Hang men for 
offences against the government, without 
judge or jury: well, the French are hanged 
or shot (so some people assert) for such 
offences, not only without judge or j\»ry, 
but without being informed of what they 
are hunger shotfor.——-Any thing, there¬ 
fore, may, if we once admit of this mode 
of reasoning, receive answer quite conclu¬ 
sive. If we are nev^r to complain, until 
we can prove, that we are treated as bad, 
or worse than the people of France are 
treated, the liberties of England will, 1 
should hope, cease to be a subject of boast¬ 
ing.-But, now let us see the passage 

alluded to; and, as we proceed, take a lit¬ 
tle time to inquire into the facts .—<— 
“ Boes history record a' nation arrived at 
“ so proud a height as Great Britain and 
" Ireland at this moment ? These are facts 
** that cannot be contradicted, and the re- 
** suit (so far) of the success qf the present 
contest is a matter of astonishment and 
wonder to the whole of the civilized 
world.—It is true, and it is much to be 
•' deplored that the public burthens are 
heavy; but it is also true, and self evi- 
dent, that the increased opulence of the 
** nation has been fully equal to tlie pres- 
« sure. The luxuries and the splendour 
*' of the *higb®r orders of society do not 
appear to be diminished. The middling 
<» classes appear also to enjoy even more 
comforts than when taxes were not one- 
** fourth of what they are at present, while 
** ffie condition of the labouring people is 
" equal, if not h^ter than at any fosmer pe- 
" riod.-—The wise measures adopted in 
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“ the course of the reign of our benign 
« sovereign, have provided a remedy for cm 
" reduction of the National Debt, w^icR ^ 
" advancing vnth a degree'qf r^idlty toward 
" that great object which is truly astonish- 
“ ing, and will soon operate powerfully in 
“ diminishing the public burdens. —Btfore 
" toe complain, therefore, let us look to the 
" state of the Continent of Europe com- 
“ pared with the happy Country in which ^ 
" Providence has been pleased to place us, 
'* and judge of our true situation. In.. 
“ France, and the Countries she hasbi:naght 
“ under her yoke, it is known, to a certainty, 

•• that the taxes are laglter than in Great 
Britain, and collected in the most arbi-' 
" trary manner by the iii^itary power; 
'* the Agriculture is every where crippled; 
" the manufactures are paralyzed; and the 
“ commerce almost annihilated. The 
" unhappy people under the dominion of 
“ France are actually compelled to make 
" bricks without straw. The means of sub- 
“ sistence by the different'sources ofin- 
" dnstry are denied to them, while they are 
" oppressed by exactions and contributions 
" to support the military, by which the lit>- 
" tie capitals they possessed are nearly 
" exhausted, and their situation rendered 
" unbearable by a syjitem of tyranny and 
"'•oppression which has scarcely any pa- 
'* rallel in the history of,the world.--But 
“ this is not all. Their sors are tom from 
1.^' the bosom of their families by the conscript 
" tion laws, as soon as they arrive at the 
" age of 18 yedrs, and sent to perish in the 
‘**amiies qf Spain and Germany, where, 
“ there is the strongest reason to believe 
" 250,000 have been laid in their .graves 
" by sickness and the sword during the 
“ last two years.— How very dljfereat is the 
" situation of the people, in this h^jpy 
" country! and how much reason they. 
" have to be thankful to Divine Provi- 
" dence for the blessings they enjoy.’* 
-To give any answer at all to, or com¬ 
ment upon, the Declaration of persons so 
very ignorant as those must have been, 
by whom this’ paper was penned, may 
seem to be a waste* of tiuie; bat, when* 
we consider, that we have here nothing 
more than what these people have been 
‘ taught by their betters, and that, in fact, 
the last resource of our enemies is to pro¬ 
pagate notions like«these, we shall find, 
that it is our duly to expose the impos¬ 
ture, from whatever quarter it may pro¬ 
ceed.— —First we are told of the prqud 
« he^hf* at which we have arrived as a 
nation, and of the '* astonishing succeises o£ 
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" the present contest.''-Really this is 

too impudent. Just as if the hietory of 
tfe* o^urrences at the Helder, in South 
Anerica, in Portugal and Spain, and at 
Walcheren, were already forgotten! We 
are, it seems, however, to think ourselves 
" great,” and we are to be 'proud,” be¬ 
cause we are not yet subdued, as the rest 
of the nations of Europe have been. To 
- Mich a state have we comet that the not 
■having been yet absolutely conquered is 
to be considered a matter fit to be boasted 
•of. These Abhorrers, who bid us be 
happy because we are not yet conquer¬ 
ed, might use the same argument in 
answer to every so*.’t of complaint; but, 

, they seem to fQi;get, that the contest is not 
, yet over. Thfey seem to forget, that this 
contest is now going on; and, that, when 
we began it, we were promised victory, 
and not mere safety ; not the mere ab¬ 
sence of being conquered. But, at apy 
rate, what has, this to do with Parliainentaiy 
Htform ? Whauhas this to do with the sell¬ 
ing and buyiTig of seats in the Honoura¬ 
ble House ? Suppose we have triumphed 
_ in the contest; suppose we have beat the 
French, and are' now in no danger from 
them, is that a reason why we should not 
complain of the decision of the House 
upon, the motion of Mr. Madocks ?—j- 
SEcOjjiDLY, the, Abhorrers tell us, 4hat 
they deplore tlje* weight of the taxes, but 
. that the luxuries of the rich have not dimi- 
nislted, the comforts of the middling classes' 
have increased, and that the condition of 
the labouring people is better than ever.-»- 
Why, thep, d«J they deplore, the weight of 
the taxes ?~What hardy fronts or what 
empty*heads must these men have! To 
make such assertions as these in the pre¬ 
sent well-known situation of the country is 
impildent beyond example. It is noto- 
*fious; it is in proof before the House, 
that the number of the paupers has been 
doubleif since the year that Pitt became 
minister, and that, at this time, about one 
person out of every seven, in this king¬ 
dom, is a pauper. And, as*to the middle 
class, there is scarcely any remains of that 
class; but all* are rich or poor; all in¬ 
dependence is swallowed up in the gulph 
of taxation. These truths arc notorious,, 
and yet, there are persons, who have the 
impudence to make ;issertions like these 

'above-quoted.-But, df it was true, as 

it is false, that the people were as well 
off as formerly, would that be a reason 
why Englishmen should not complain of 
the Expedition to Walcheren ? Would that 


be any reason why Englishmien should 
not complain of the vote upon Mr. Ma- 
docks’s motion ? Would that be any rea- 
they should not complain of acts 
of bribery and corruption; of frauds, pe¬ 
culations, and acts of robbery committed 
upon them ? Would that be any reason 
why they should not ask lor a Reform of 

parliament?-^TniauiY, the Abhorrers 

assert, that the measures adopted for “ pvo- 
" Tiding a remedy for the reduction of the 
“ National Debt" have had such a won¬ 
derfully fine effect, that the said measures 
“ will soon operate powerfully in diininish- 
" ing the public burdens." Soon! why so 
Pitt and his set asserted nearly thirty years 
ago. It .was by the means of this delusion 
(in which, I really believe, he himself 
was as much a dupe as any body) that he 
made his grand strides to power. Not a 
penny, however, has ever been taken from 
the public burdens on account of this debt. 
To defray the charge on accijunt of the 
debt more and nvare money is raised upon the 
people every year. Last year the expence.s 
of the debt were greater than they were 
the ^^ar before ; this year they will be 
greater than they were last year ; and 
thus has the thing been going on ever 
since Pitt became ^minister. What impu¬ 
dence, then, must men have, or how gross¬ 
ly ignorant must they be, to tell us, that 
the public burdens '^ill soon be lightened 

by the means of this debt system!- 

In 1792, the year before the tour against 
the finances of France, the people of this 
kingdom paid, annually, NINE millions of 
pounds on account of the debt. They 
paid last year THIRTY ONE millions on 
account of that debt; so that, in the space 
of 18 years, the debt has gone on in¬ 
creasing from 9 millions to 31 millions, 
notwithstanding the operation of the mea¬ 
sure of reduction ; and, in the face of this 
undeniable fact, these Abhorrers have the 
impudence to assert that timt " wise mea¬ 
sure will soon operate powerfully in dbnU 
nishing the public burdens.” To be sure, 
there is some allowance to be made fur 
men who talk of " a ranedy for the reduc~ 
" turn.” Pitt's scheme and measures were 
aremedy for the reduc^za/t with a vengeance. 
The ignorance of these 'people .does mit^ 
however, prevent them ‘from heiiig 
able to mislead olheis. It is, therefore, 
necessary ■ to expose the falsehood., of < 
their assertions. Tills is a .false Hope 
that they hold out. There will be no 
diminution of the public burthens arise 
from ahy of the measures yet adopted, 

2 D 2 • 
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relative to the debt; and the only pos> | 
sible idleviation to be felt by those j 
who pay the interest, is the increaxr of j 
tht paper-money, which causes, and must | 
cause, a depreciation in the value of 
money, and of course, diminish the real 
amount of the interest received by the 
fund.ntolder.——P'ouBTHLY, wear? desired 
by tliese Ahbon-cis to look at the state 
of the Continent of Europe, and, “ Lefore 
“ tee complain,” compare the situation of 
France (and the countries she has over- 
Tun)Vilh our own situation. When they 
were about it, they might have bid us look 
at China, where the people are compelled 
to kneel down and lick the dust when their 
masters pass by; or at Africa, where the 
people are sold into slavery. Why stoji 
at France and the countries she has over¬ 
run ? Why not tell us, at once, that until 
our rulers have the power, as iti Algiers, 
to give us a flogging, or even to put us to 
death, whenever they ple.ssp, we ought 
not to complain ? What have wc to do 
with other countries? Is an Englishman 
not to complain of any act of unlawful 
power, because there are more odious aci.i 
of that sort committed in other countries ? 
What an insolent species of reasoning! 

-Jnstpad of waitiiig .till our situation 

be as bad as that of enslaved nations, it 
behoves us, in looking^at the state of those 
nations, to begin betimes to guard our¬ 
selves against their fate. But, without 
thinking it at all necessary in the way of 
answer to these Abborrers, let us see a 
little into then' fccts. They say: “ In 
“ France and tlic countries she has brought 
under her yoke, it is knotin to « certainty, 

" th'-u the taxes arc higher than in Great 
“Britain, and collected in the most arbitrary 
"manner by the military povser; that agri- 
“ culture is every xvhtre crippled” I stop 
here, and caii upon the reader to admire 
the impudence, the insolent contempt tor 
the people’s understanding, the profligate 
defiance of truth, here exhibited to lh.e 
public. It is notorious, that, at this veiy 
time, this kingdom receives part of its food 
from France and the countries she has hivv^ht 
under her yoke, and that our corn-markets 
are regulated by the supplies therefrom 
.received. • It is notorious that this food is 
brought to us in the vessels of I’mnce and 
the counlri^ she has brouf;lit under her 
‘ yoke. What then must be the impudt nee 
or the ignorance of these hireling Alihor- 
rers! The agriculture of Franc- has, hy 
many persons, been described as inui very 
fl'.uiishing state; but, without resorting 
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I to what any one has said,* W ^can say, 
j about it, we know, that France ht^ 
i to sell ; w’e know that France has corn 
I spare; and we know tiiat we are glad to 
purchase that corn, and to pay to bur 
mortal enemy, yea even to Buonaparte, a 
tax of, jjerlutps, six-pence or seven-pence upon 
every (jvnrttt u loaf that we eat, that is made 
of imported wheat. Tliis is our situation: 
Buonaparte gives us leave to have French 
corn to make bread of; but he makes us 
pay him six-pence or seven-pence in tax 
for every tpiarUrn loaf made out of 
his corn. And, it is while we are carry¬ 
ing on such a Iraflick as this; while w'e 
are sending away all the gold and silver 
wc can scrape together they will 
have none of our paper-money) to en¬ 
rich the farmers in France and her de¬ 
pendent states; it IS while tliis is going 
o:i, that we have men .uuont^t us impu¬ 
dent enough to bid cs bo cooUnted with¬ 
out any reform ofabusesto b>J us bold our 
peace, because agricultu'ro under the sway 
of Buonspart.! ij every where crippled, and 
rhat the menns of suhsiM’:.j!' is denied to the 

people' -li lt, :-gain 1 i ''''un to my ques- 

tMui : suppo^ing whit you say to be as 
true as it is false, what is the .state of 
France to us ? If the people of that coun¬ 
try were actually starving for want of 
bread, owing to the govenuuent of Bubna-, 
parte, instead of hav-iig blead in such 
r.biindancc as to be able to spare us some; 
if they were eripiringivilh hunger, is that 
<:inv icason why the people of England 
should be imprisoned, or pupished in an.y 
way, without trial by a jury ? When the 
people of England complain that Magna 
(’haita and the Law of the Land have 
been violated, are they to be silenced by 
being told, that the people of France have 
no bread to eat!-It is curious to ob¬ 

serve the strong icscmlilance which the 
reasonings of Buonaparlc, or rather his 
statements, bear to the answers given us 
by those who are opjioM fl to parliamen¬ 
tary reform, and who attempt to defend 
the recent measures of the House of Com¬ 
mons. These latter bid us look at the 
signs of prosperity all over the country ; 
the imprtyceme -ts of every sort, and espe- 
dially in agt icu'ture; the n^-w roads, ca¬ 
nals, and the like. Vriiot is all this in an¬ 
swer to the im:-,!! y.lfo rornplains of the 
decision iqion Mr.' IMathxks’.^ motion, or 
of the violation of Magna (yharta and the 
Law of the Lat-.d ? S.ipposing it shall, at, 
la .t, be judicially decided, that .Sir Fran- ^ 
cis Biu’d«tt and Mr. Gale Jones have been 
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illegally imprisoned; and, of course, if it 
^all ^pear that the violence and murders 
^casiuned by the imprisonment of the 
former are wholly to be attributed to 
those, who ordered that imprisonment; 
supposing.this should, at last, be the law, 
shall Sir Francis Burdelt and Mr. Jones 
be told, and shall the relatioj^s of the mur¬ 
dered people be told, in answer to their 
* complaints, that we have vast improvements 
going on in highways, xvatercowrses, and cat- 
' tle-bre^ding ? If so; if this bean answer 
to those, who complain of violations 
of the constitution ; if tins be a sulTicient 
answer, let. us hear Yioihing more against 
tlie government of Buonaparte, who, 
every year. In his Esross, takes care to 
give a very full, and, 1 dare suy, pretty 
true, account of the man} and great inl^- 
provemenls in agriculture, luads, canals, 
and bridges. This is one of tlie old lri»»k: 
of dc.-potism.. it generally talios care of 
its slaves, i’or "iji-ecihcly tlie same reason 
that a man takes good care of bis horses 
and liLs siieep. I should think, that 
thi.-. circumstance, so verj? notorious a.-! 
it is, ol Buonaparte’s boasting of In.s 
great improvements, or, “ amchoraiton,” 
(for that is the cant word) as to roads, 
and " canals and bridges anrl agriculture 
and ^sc/wols and^ the rest of it, wftuld 
fhake our adv^saries cautious how they 
fell into the same train of boasting., 
Were there, indeed, nothing to be looked 
after but mere eating and drinking and 
clothing and fire, in any part of the conf- 
munity ; if miAd and sentiment were wholly 
out of the question, then there might be 
some foundation for this sort of reasoning; 
but, does a man want nothing hat food and 
raiment ? And, besides, nothing is more 
true Thati that realpknty does hardly ever 
*go hand in hand with these showy ** ame¬ 
liorations.” In Ciiina every thing is in 
uich order, that even a pebble is not to be 
seen to roughen the surface of the road, 
on which the emperor traveis/or hundreds 
of miles at a stretch. The 'whole countr}*, 
in China, is a, garden, better cultivated, 
perhaps^ than the choicest kitchen gar¬ 
dens in this kingdom ; and in India, not 
only are the fields in many cases, cultivat¬ 
ed by the hand of man, but the corn is 
watered out of well#, the watQf being 
drawn and distributed by men, women, 
and thiidren. Yei are the people in those 
countries the most wretched of slaves, 
though there are not wanting writers, who 
would be glad to see Englishmen in the 
same plighh •• Jitdta in EngUmd " is the 


wish of their heart. Let us bear no more, 
then, about improvements and ameliorations, 
about roads and canals and bridges and 
enclosures and turnpike-gates as so many 
proofs of national prosperity” and hap¬ 
piness ; for, so to consider them is to con¬ 
sider the people of England as so many 
brutes, as so many animals, having no 
other cares than those relating to food 

and raiment.-There is, moreover, 

another reason, which, methinks, should 
make men in power shy of employ¬ 
ing this argument; for, Jf PLEINTY 
(and what are your agricultural im¬ 
provements unless that be the eflect of 
tliein); • if plenty be a proof qf good go¬ 
vernment, and of a state of things that re- 
(/lurcsno change, what must SCAltClTY be 
a proof of ? It ir. odd enough, that, while 
iticse gentlemen are chaunting out, with 
lungs of Erobdignagians, the vast improve- 
vunis of the day, and quoting them as 
{'roofs of good government, they are 
equally Icud agun'-st all imjnovenieiit in 
•the uviH.'genient of the public aftairs, 
\vhi»b they cull innovation and revolution 
and what not! But, to come back to the 
pro' r aliaided by pltniy, what would be 
said (.l‘ us Iteformers, if we were to cite 
scarcity as a proof of bad government ? 
Yet, iiotliing could, be fairer. If fine 
fielti.s and crops and cattle arc to be cited 
as proof that no change in the system 
of politics is wanted, why may not 
bad crops and a scarcity of food be 
cited in proof on the opposite side ? 
The quartern loaf is now seventeen pence. 
It may be much dearer; but which 
of us would not be. called a most seditious 
villain, if he were to attribute the high 
price of the loaf to the mismanagement of 
public allairs? With full as much truth, 
however, and with as much sincerity 
might that be done, as the improvements 
of the roads and bridcres and canals and 
cattle arc imputed to the present system. 
Tliere is no getting out of this. Either 
plenty is by no means to be attributed to 
the present mode of maaiaging the affairs 
of the country, or, scarcity is to be attri¬ 
buted to that same cause. I’he latter haS 
the better ground to stand upon,'because 
the waste of war must always be something, 
though, comparatively, it canpot be any 
great deal. The keeping of a great nnm- 
ber of the ablest hands Irom a^icultnrtl 
labour, and a gr^^f number ot the' beht 
hotses fpom the same sort ol labour: these 
must produce smne elT^t, and aa this cause 
of diimautioH in point of produce mag 
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arise from an erroneous management of 
the public affairs, part of the sufferings of 
scarcity may be attributable to the errors 
of government. Yet, in a time of scar¬ 
city of bread, that man would be deemed 
exceedingly base, who should lay the 
blame at the door of the prevailing system 
■of government or politics ; all " the kin^t 
friends'* as they have the insolence exclu¬ 
sively to call themselves, would say, that 
such a man's object was to excite discon¬ 
tentment and sedition. With what fare, 
then, can they put forward “ the floumh- 
ing situation of the country” as a proof 
that the present mode of conducting pub¬ 
lic affairs is such that requires nfl change ? 
Let them answer this question; and let 
them give a satisfactory answer to it; or, 
let them, in future, forbear to cite what 
they call the flourishing state of the coun¬ 
try as a proof of the excellence of the sys¬ 
tem, which lets pass with impunity, 

crimes such as we have seen proved.- 

The Abhorrers must ifot, however, pass 
off with the credit of inventing this argu¬ 
ment against Reform. They borrowed it 
from Mr. Davis Giddy’s reported Speech 
upon Mr. Brand’s motion, where he is 
stated to have said, that, " The situation 
" of the country was most ^flourishing, as 
” our public wmks, fonals, harbours, &c. 

every where evinced. We had no mili- 
“ tary conscription as other countries had. 

We had indeed taxes to pay; but fleets 
" and armies could not be supported without < 
*• incurring a great expence. The people of 
“ the country however, lived at their ease, 
“ and even to a prolonged period qf life** 
■So, here is an additional reason for 
■being content without Reform; to wit; 
that we live; aye, and that we Uve to Ik 
old too! This is, indeed, a fine compli¬ 
ment to the borough-system! Say no 
more about it, ye cavillers. It lets us live; 
aye, lets us live out our life. Does not kill 
us. Does not knock us at head, when we 
become useless, as people do their old 
horses. ■■—This is something, indeed, 
though it has been pretty well ascertained 
that the Italians ami Freneh and even 
Spanuirds, live longer than we do. But, 
as to living. a< oar ease, few are those, I 
fancy, who have to boast of that sort of 
happiness^ unless they are so situated as 
to draw their means of living out of the 
taxes, it being quite as much as any man, 
living upon his own earnings or income, 
can well do to provide*for the calls of the 
various tax-gatherers.——Here, in Mr, 
Giddy’s speech, is all the history of canals 
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and roads and harbours. The Abhorrers 
of Westminster are mere imitators'of 
Giddy. But, as Mr. Giddy will not, 1 anh 
sure, deny that “ a flourishing country” 
cannot mean a country where the produce 
of the land is so deficient as to compel the 
said country to pay to its avowed enemy, 
the enemy \Mhnm it mortally hates, a tax 
upon a part of the bread that it eats; as I am 
sure Mr. liuldy will not deny this, I shall 
certainlv expect to hear him acknowledge, 
by-and-bye, that he was not awarepf this 
circumstance, when he made his speech. 
To what extent this dcpendance upon the 
enemy may go, I shall not pretend to say ; 
but, if it should go to any great extent, 
these reasoiiers may possibly have to re¬ 
pent of having broached such an argu¬ 
ment ; of having, in answer to our com¬ 
plaints against moral and political crimes, 
to>!<i us of the flourishing state of the lands 

and roads and rivers.-Mr. Giddy, like 

the Abhorrers, or, rather, they like him, 
boast that we have no military conscription, 
which boast I shall leave them to enjoy, 
hoping, however, that, next time they use 
it, they w'ill explain what it is that military 
conscription means. But the Abhorrers go 
a little further, and. tell us, that Buona¬ 
parte has sent thousands upon thousands 
ol his subjects to perish ip Spain andr Ger¬ 
many. They appear to 'have forgotten 
those whom we sent to perish in Flanders, 
in Portugal, in Holland, and at Walcheren ! 
Well may they ask : how very different 
is the situation of the people in this 
** happy country ! ” and well may they, 
omnipotent liars and hypocrites, call upon 
us to thank Divine Providence for the poli¬ 
tical blessings we enjoy !—Thus I dis¬ 
miss these Abhorrers, upon whom I should 
have been ashamed to bestow so much 
time, had I not perceived in their Decla¬ 
ration all those ingredients of deception, 
by which so many good people have been 
misled; and especially that most mis¬ 
chievous, though fallacious argument, that 
we are stUlbetter off thanothernatiom are, and 
particularly the French. What would our 
forefathers have said, if such an argument 
had been offered to them, when they 
turned out king James and passed the Bill 
of Bights } But, the truth is, that, at no 
time, previously to Bie disgraceful days of 
edarm, would such an argument have been 
thought of. Read all the debates and all 
the pamphlets of the reigns of the Stuarts, 
and you will never find such an idea com¬ 
ing even from the most venal of courtiers. 
It is, indeed, a most outrageous insult 
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the nation to be told, that it is not to com* 
^ain, 4>ecause it is still not so much op¬ 
pressed as those nations, whom it was for¬ 
merly wont to despise for their slavery. 
There is no point at which this reasoning 
is bound to stop; for, if we were reduced 
to the state of the French, there are the 
Chinese and the Turks and the Algerines 
to' bid us look at, dhd " thant Divine l*ro- 
• *' vidsnce** that our lot is better than 
theirs. We are, in short, to look all over 
•the world, and as long as any part of the 
humaft race, any thing in human shape, 
is to be found more oppressed than we 
are, we are not to complain. Such is the 
main argument of the enemies of Parlia¬ 
mentary Refirftm. They have nothing else 
to offer; and, this, 1 trust, we shall treat 
with the indignation it deserves. 

W**. COJ3BETT. 

Bolley, 31s< May, 1810. 


c-6bbet%'’s 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

Tl^e Eighteenth .Part of the above 
Work was published yesterday. •Oile 
S*art*will appear, with the greatest regu¬ 
larity, on the* first of each succeeding 
month. Subscribers who purchase the 
Work in Quarterly Volumes are respect¬ 
fully informed that the Sixth Volume is 
now ready fa|: delivery. Of the Tv^ 
Hunbred and Forty-Three Trials or 
Proceedings, of which the first six Vo¬ 
lumes consist, One-Honored and Ten 
never before came into any Collection. 
The.following is a List of the Articles 
> contained in the Sixth Volume : 

*»*. The new Matter is 7r.nrked [N.] 

208. ' Proceedings at the Conference in the 

Savoy, respecti’ig a Review of the Liturgy, 
A. D. 1661 [N.] , 

209. The Trial of John James, a Fifth Mo¬ 
narchy Man, at ttie King’s Ikncli for High 
Treason, a. d.*166I. 

210. The Trial of Sir Henry Vane, knt. at the 
King’s Bench for High Treason, a. d. 1662. 

211. The Trial of John Crook, Isaac Grey, 
and John Bolton, Quakers, at the Old Bai- 

. ley, for refusing to take the Oaths of Allegi¬ 
ance and Suprem.ncy, a.*». 1662. 

212. ’ The Trial of Thomas Tonge, George 
Philips, Francis Stubbs, James Hind, John 
Sellers, and Nath, Gibbs, at the Old Bailey, 
for High Treason, a. d. 1662. -■ 

J13. The Triid of Mary Moders, alias Sted- 


man, styled the German PrinceH, at the Old 
Bailey, for Bigamy, a. d. 1668. 

214. Proceedings, m the House of Commons, 

respecting a Message, alledged to have bee« 
carried by the Earl of Bristol to the King 
from Sir Richard Temple, undertaking that 
the King’s Revenue should be settled, a . d. 
1663 [N.] ’ 

215. Proceedings in Parliament against Ed¬ 
ward Earl of Clarendon, Lord High Chan¬ 
cellor of England, for High Treason, and 
other High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. n. 
1663—1667. 

216. The Trials of John Twyn, Printer, for 
High Treason; also of Thoinas Brewster, 
Bookseller, Simon Dover, Printer, and Na¬ 
than Brooks, Bookbinder, for Misdemeanors, 
at the pld Bailey, a. b. 1663. 

217. ' The Trial of Colon^ James Turner, 
John Turner, William Turner, Mary Turner, 
and Ely Turner, at the Old Bailey, fur Fe¬ 
lony and Burglary, a. d. 1664. 

218. The Trial of Margaret Fell and George 

Fox, for not taking tlie Oath of Obedience, 
A. D. 1664 [N.] •- 

219. A Trial of Witches, at tbe Assizes held 
at Bury St. Edmond’s for the County of Suf¬ 
folk, A. D. 1665. Before Sir Matthew Hale, 
knt. then Lord Chief Baron of his Majesty’s 
Court of Exchequer [N.] 

320. The Trial of Mr. Benjamin Keach, at 
the Assizes at Aylesbury, in Buckingliam- 
shire,for a Libel, a. d. 1665. 

221. The Case of the Jurisdiction of the 
House of Peers, between Thomas Skinner, 
Merchant, and the* East-India Company, 
A. D. 1666 [N.] 

222. The Tnal of the Tx>rd Morley, for Mur¬ 
der, before the House of Lords, a. d. 1666. 

223. Proceedings on an .Impeachment of tbe 
Lord Viscount Mordaunt, of High Crimes 
and Misdemeanors, a.d. 1666 [N.] 

224. Examinations concerning the Firing of 
London, a. d. 1666 [N.] 

225. Proceedings against Peter Pett, Gen¬ 
tleman, upon an Impeachment for several 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. d. 1668, 

[N.] 

226. Proceedings against Sir William Penn, 
knight, upon an Impeachment for several 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. d. 1666, 

227. The Trials of Peter Messenger, Richard 
Beasley, William Green, Thoinas Appletree, 
John Earles, William Wilks, William Ford, 
Richard Farrel, Edward Cotton, Edward 
Bedle, Richard Latimer, John Sharpless, 
Richard Woodward, Thomas Limerick, and 
John Richardson, at the (JUd Bailey, for 
High Treason, in lumultuoiisJy assembling 
themselves in Moot fields, and others places, ^ 
under Colour of pulling down Bawdy Houses, 

A. D. 1668. 

228. Proceedings against the Earl of Orrery, 
on an luipeucunient of Higii Crime and 
Misddlncanors, A. i>. 1669 [N.! 

229. The Trial of Robert Hawkins, Gerk, 

• . /' 
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late ]\Iiiuatei' of Chilton, at the Assi 2 es at 
Aylesbury, for Felony, a. d. ^^69. 

230. The Trial of WilHain Penn and Wil¬ 
liam Jjllead, at the Old Bailey, *fur a Tumul¬ 
tuous Asbemhly', a, d. 1670. 

231. Case of the Imprisonmeht of Edward 
Bushell, for uUedeed Misconduct as a Jury¬ 
man, A. D. 1670 [N.] 

232. Proceedings in the House of Commons 
against the Duhe of Lauderdale, a. i>. 1674. 

[Sr.] 

233. Proceedings in the House of Commons 
against the Dukeof Buckingham, a. d. 1674. 

[N.] 

284. Proceedings -in the House of Commons 
agniuht the 'Earl of Arlington, a. i>. 1674. 

W 

235. The Proceedings in the Court of KingV 
Heuch, Exchequer, and House ofPt'crs, in 
the Case of Sir Samuel B<u'nard).iion, bait, 
against Sir William Soamc, Sheriif of Suffolk, 
concerning the Election of Members to Pur- 
liauient, a. d. 1674. 

236. Case of Privilege of Parliament: being 
Proceedings in Parliament, on an Appeul 
brought in the House of lairds, by Dr. Shir- 
ley, against Sir John F'ugg, and other Mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commous, a. d . 1675. 
IN.] 

237. Proceedings against Mr. Francis Jesikes, 
for a Speech made by him on the Hustings, 
at Guildhall, in the City of London, on Mid¬ 
summer-day, a. o. 1676. 

233- The Trial of James Mitchel, in Scotland, 
for attempting the Murder of Dr. James 
Sharp, Archbiehop -jf St. Andrews, and 
’wounding the Bishop of Orkney, a. d . 1677. 

239. Proceedings before the Lords of the 
Articles, &c. against Charles Maithnd, of 
l^ahon, Treasurer Depute, for Perjury, in 
having given a false 7'cstimony, at the Tiial 
of Janies Mitchel, a.d. 1681. 

240. Prof eedings in the Case of A nthony Earl 
of Shaftsbury, at the King’s-Dcnch, on an 
Habeas Corpus, a. d. 1677. 

J^l. Tlie Trial of Philip Earl of Pembroke 
and Montgomery, at Westminster, for the 
Murder of Nathanael Cony, a. n. 1678. 

242. Case of the Constitution of the Island 
of Jamaica, a. p. 1678 [N.] 

Introduction to the Trials for tlie Popish 
Plot, X. V. 1678-1685. 
urnet’s Account of the Popish Plot, 
ates’s Narrative of the horrid Plot and 
Conspiracy of the Popish Pa: ty against 
t^e Jiif® ol his Sacred Majesty, the Go¬ 
vernment, and the Protestant Religion : 
With a iListof.such Noblemen, Gentle¬ 
men, and others, as were the Conspi¬ 
rators : and the hc'.id Ouierrs, both 
Civil and |diiitary, that wt le toedcct it. 
Mr. Samuel Atkins's Account of his Exa¬ 
mination before the Committee of Lords, 
appointed to ex8i|[^ine into the Murder 
ofSirBdmundbury Godfrey. . 

The Pjvaminatjr^ of Captain William 


Bedlow, deceased, relative to the Popish 
Plot; taken in his last Sickness, by ^ 
Francis iNlortli, Chief Justio^ of ^ 
Court of Common Pleas. Together 
witli the Narrative of Sic Francis North, 
at the Couiieii-board: And the Letter 
of Sir Francis North, to Mr. Secretary 
Jenkins, relating to tiiis Exuuiiuution. 

Curious Passages publiLbe.i by Sir John 
Dalryiiiple, as Extracts from Lord 
Keeper N oi ti I’s M S. 

243. Tilt Trial of William Stayley, Goldsmith, 
at the KingVBeiich, for High Treason, a. d. 
1678. , 


Resolutions, Petitions, Remonstrances, 

Sfc. on the LiuERry of the Subject and 

Paruamentaev Keforu^ 1810. 

BERWICK MEETINGS. 

CFrom the liervuiclc Advertiser.) 

On the 7th instant a Motion that had 
hern formerly made was diM'ussed in 
Guild, that certain Resolutions, express¬ 
ing the opiniu||or tins Borough, be en¬ 
tered into, comprising a Letter of Thanks 
to Sir Francis Burdett, and a Petition to 
Parliament for a more crjnal Repre-senta- • 
tion of the people. Tlie Mayor warmly 
opposed the measure, and urged the ne¬ 
cessity of adopting a different mode of pro¬ 
ceeding at this particular crisis, by siiew- 
ing their loyally to Government, i'.t re¬ 
jecting the Motion; allcdging that in¬ 
terested motives could not be ascribed to 
him, as he was neither placeman nor pen¬ 
sioner ; but he considered it the duty of 
every man to .stand by the Government of 
the country. 

Mr. James Graham, who made the 
Motion, replied, and entered at large into 
the meatiing of Loyalty, w'liich he con¬ 
tended meant a complete subserviency 
to Miiiistens, and an approbation of their 
mtasuics, however ill planned, disastrous, 
disgraceful, or wa.steful they might be; 
notliing but unbounded applause to every 
thing said or done by thb king’s ministers 
now, made a loyal subject; and however 
deficient any man might be in his social 
or relative duties, if he only said Amen 
to every ministerial measdre, it operated 
as a Bill of indemnity for every other 
anomaly he might be guilty of. Mr. G, 
then described whatti^ue loyally wa.s, and 
entered at large intef the necessity of Par¬ 
liamentary Reforni. 

A poll was demanded on the ques¬ 
tion, which was proceeding in the usual 
way, when the Mayor, taking advan¬ 
tage of the thinness of the Hull (it re? 
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quiring 24 perscAts present to constitute 
a ^is^lved the Meeting, and by 

tl)is^|ianoeuvre got rid of the question. 
Those Burgesses friendly to the measure 
immediately called a Meeting of their 
brethren, and a requisitiDn was signed and 
presented to.the Mayor for the use of the 
Hall, which was granted. On the follow¬ 
ing oveniaig several Burgesses %net, and 
.signed the ivcsolutions originally proposed, 
which with the Letter of Thanks, were 
immediately transmitted to Sir Francis 
Burdcit. »On the Saturday following the 
Alfred Newspaper was received here by a 
number of the Freemen, containing the 
lic.sulution.s. Letter, and Names of those 
•vSiio signed it; bnt from some error it was 
pht in the Alfred as being the constitu¬ 
tional act of the Borough, in Guild as¬ 
sembled, which it was not; ibr the Guild 
cannot act in a corporate capacity, with¬ 
out the jiresence of the ?.Iayor. Tlie fol¬ 
lowing are the ’Ije-soliitioiis and LcUer, 
as they appeared in the Alfred :— 

" Sir Fr.tf ris Lnrdni.” 

" The loyal inliabilants of Dcrwick-npon 
‘Tweed having bten convened by James 
Graham, esq. liic Coroner, in the absence 
of tlio Mayor, (who has not been at Ber¬ 
wick for .some time,) the^following Reso¬ 
lutions w'cru (lasscd without a dissentient^ 
]VIoti8n 1 ,—" That a Letter of Thanks 
from this CorporStion be sent to Sir F. 
Burdett, for bis steady perseverance to 
procure a icdressofgiiev.mces, and a Rc- 
Ibrui in Parliament, anil his uniform pa- 
dliotic defence the Liberties of the 
People, particularly in the case of Mr. 
Gale Jones, who is now immured in a 
•gaol, without having the hendit of that in¬ 
valuable privilege, which is so justly dear 
to every Englishman—a Trial by Jury. 
And that our present Representatiies be 
instructed to support the Petition pre¬ 
sented to Rtrlianienl, by the indcperideut 
Electors of Weitmiiisier; and that our 
present members be further iiVstructed, to 
Biqiport to the utmost of theic power and 
abilities, the motion intended to be brought 
forward for a lieform in the British House 
of Commons.—That these Resolutioa.s be 
ublishcd in the London Courier, Edin- 
urgh Advertiser, and the Berwick Ad¬ 
vertiser.”— Motion 2.— “ That a Petition 
and AddressTor a more eqqgl representa¬ 
tion ofjthe people in Parliament, and fora 
redress of Grievances, be presented to the 
House of Commons, and that out Represeu- 
tal^ives be instructed to present and support 
ihe . Berwick Ma^ 5j lijip. 
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The following is a copy of the Letter 
transmitted to Sir Francis Burdett) and 
of the Names of the Gentlemen signing: 

To Sir Fr.vncis Burdett, b.\ut. 

“ Sir -We, the free and independent 
Burgesses of Berwick-upon-Twocd, tak¬ 
ing into consideration the particular cir- 
eumstanccs in which this country lias 
been placed fii- a longtime past; the 
many iinporimit discussions which have 
taken place; the great variety of abuses 
which have been discovered in almost 
every department of the. State; have, 
more or K;ss, engaged the attention of 
every considerate man; but the late 
transactions*have jastly filled the Nation 
with alarming anxiety, in all the de¬ 
bates which these matters have given 
birth to, in the Biiti.sh House of Com., 
moils, as well as upon any public occa- 
' siun, it has given us much saiisinction to 
observe, that you have been the'iinif itm 
fricnil to not only Parliamentary Reform, 
but 10 the Reforii\ of all otlier abu.ses. 
We have •likcwi.se oliMirvcd, with plea¬ 
sure, th^lt your maxims of Keforra, how¬ 
ever much they have been stigmatised by 
the friends of corruption, were not the 
ideas of a fanciful Theorist, but the calm 
‘investigation of a mind, accustomed to 
deep rcsi arch, pointing out, upon every 
occasion, the Constitution in its original 
pffi'ity, as a rallying point tor every real 
lover of his country. This is the Reform 
^Ricb we W'anl, and none other. We 
have likewise observed, with much plea¬ 
sure, that you have been tlie uniform 
friend of tiio distressed; you have upon 
every occasion exerted yourself to pro¬ 
cure a redress of their wrongs, or to miti¬ 
gate the sutleriugs of those who had few 
tu help them. Those things have en¬ 
deared you to the friends of humanity, 
and must, no doubt, be a source of inward 
pleasure and satisfaction to yourself. The 
lively interest which you took relative to 
the commitment of Mr. Gale Jojnes to 
Newgate (and which was the leading 
cause of your own much-to-be-lamentud 
situation) was greatly interesting to every 
Englishman. We will not enter injo the 
discussion of tlic privileges of the House 
of Commons. They certainly have pri¬ 
vileges of an extensive nature, ^nd so 
long as they are exerted in the defence of 
the lives, liberty, and property of the peO' 
pie, we sincerely hopothey will be main¬ 
tained inviolate. But ^hat any indivi* 
duals should be ^ommittqd to gaoi for an 
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indeSnite length of time, because they 
have presumed to discuss the merits or 
demerits of our own Representatives; or 
even to publish their own opinions upon 
their conduct, without having the benefit 
of what is justly dear to Englishmen, a 
Trial by Jury, fills us with the most 
alarming apprehensions, and we scruple 
not to say, if passed into a law, or made a 
precedent for future conduct, all the gaols 
of the kingdom will not be sufficient to 
contain the twentieth part of the people 
who may be found guilty. We consider 
the freedom of discussion, and the liberty 
of the press, as the birth-right of every 
Englishman, and the best guardian of 
our rights and privileges, and hope, that 
they will be handed down inviolated to 
the latest posterity. It is from these con¬ 
siderations that we are this day assembler] 
to express our gratitude to you, and to in¬ 
struct 9 ur Members to exert all their 
abilities to obtain a Reform in the British 
House of Commons, trusting that you will 
continue the steady and inflexible patriot, 
with no other object in view, bdt j^he good 
of our country, and the happiness of every 
individual.—We sincerely hope, that you 
will soon be restored to your anxious fa¬ 
mily, and to fulfil the important duties of^ 
the l^presentation of your worthy Elec¬ 
tors. We are vefy respectfully. Sir, your 
most humble Servants, 

James Graham, Coroner.* 

[This Letter was signed by other 65 
Burgesses.] Berwick, May 11 , 1810*. < 

After the circulation of this Paper some 
of the Magistrates is.sued the loHowing 
notice: 

** It appearing to us highly improper 
and indecorous, that the Coroner of this 
Borough should take upon himself to con¬ 
vene a Corporate Meeting, which he has I 
no authority to do by the Charter, Con¬ 
stitution^ or usage of the Corporation: 
and that 66 out of upwards o<f 500 resi¬ 
dent Burgesses should, at a Meeting so 
convened, make use of the name and au¬ 
thority of the Corporation in passing Re¬ 
solutions and giving instructions to tl^e 
Representatives of the Borough, and that 
it is proper that such of the Burgesses as 
disapprove of this proceeding, should 
have an early opportunity of shewing 
their disapprobation, we request a Meet¬ 
ing of those Burgesses who concur with 
us in opinion, at Jne Towm Hafl, on Wed¬ 
nesday first at ten o*cloc|(. 


TO THE INHABITANTS AJ LARG^. 

« We also request a Meeting oftk^ In¬ 
habitants of the Parish, to consider of the 
propriety of entering into Resolutions of a 
contrary tendency to those at the Meet¬ 
ing on the 3th inst. at the Town Hall, on 
the same day, at one o’clock. John 
CLUNiEffDAVin Logan, James Beli., Wm. 
Pattison.” 

Town-Hull, Berwick, 

2lst May, 1810. 

Accordingly at the time appointed, a 
numerous meeting of the Burgesses took 
place. One of the Magistrates then came 
forward, and proposed^ that a Resolutipp^ 
disapproving of the foriher ones should be 
adopted and signed by the Meeting—It 
is impossible fur us to describe the parti¬ 
culars of this Meeting, but the war of 
words, wc understand, raged, and the 
epithets of placemen, pensioners, abetters 
of corruption, &,c. were plentifully be¬ 
stowed upon those Gentlemen who had 
called the Meeting. The clamour at 
length became so great, and the sense^of. 
the Meeting so decidedly hostile to the 
proposed Resolution, that a very large 
majority of the Burgeses quitted the 
Inner Hall, and s'topped in the Outer one, 
ovhen a number signed the original Reso¬ 
lutions. The Magistrates also signed their 
Resolution, and in course of the forenoon 
they went canvassing for names, but with 
little success. But this repulse at the 
Burgesses Meeting was nothing to the 
terrible defeat which they had to sustain, 
at the Meeting which assembled at one 
o’clock. 

At about half past one o’clock, the In¬ 
habitants began to assemble, and the 
Inner Hall was soon completely filled. 
Mr. J. Graham’s arrival was announced 
by thunders of applause. Mr. R. Romcr 
then moved, that John Clunie, Esq. do 
take the Chair (Loqd cries of No! no!) 
Mr. J. Graham was then proposed by 
numerous voices to take the Chair, and at 
the request of John Clunie, Esq. a division 
took place, when there appeared but few 
out of several hundreds in favour of him¬ 
self. Mr. Graham iiAniediately took the 
Chair amidst loud huzzas, and addressed 
the Meeting to t[^e following eflect:— 

Gentlemen $ I feel most sensibly Ihe 
high and distinguished honour which has 
this day been conferred upon me. Never, 
during the whole time of my resiflence 
in Berwick, but once, do I recollect of 
so numerous and highly respectable a 
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Meeting. It has all along been my con« 
atanil^trie^our to act in the most candid 
and Iroeral manner towards all those who 
may differ from me in opinion ; and I 
trust, that on this occasion, an opportu* 
nity will be afibrded to every Gentleman 
to express his sentiments on the subject 
tor which this Meeting has be^ called. 
Gentlemen, truth is our object, and if our 
cause will not bear discussion, that cause 
cannot be good. I trust, therefore, that 
no interruption will be made to any one 
in the expression of his sentiments, how¬ 
ever much these sentiments may differ 
from ours. It is the Inherent right of 
cv*5ry man, and especially of Englishmen, 
upon every occas\on on which his rights 
and liberties are at stake, to express his 
opinions in a legal, constitutional and 
firm manner. Gentlemen, the laws of 
my country no man values and reveres 
more than 1 dr,, and did I live in Tur¬ 
key, or in any erther country, I would 
consider it to be hiy duty to submit to the 
laws of such country. But in order to pay 
. a "rilling obedience to such laws, it is ne¬ 
cessary that they be clearly defined, and 
intelligible to my mind. It is absolutely 
impossible for me to know whether I am 
acting agreeably to laws of which I have 
no knoM^edge. What opinion can v /0 
hav^ of the govergment of that country, 
where the subjects are punished not ac¬ 
cording to written, clear, and explicit 
laws, but to laws of an arbitrary and unde¬ 
fined nature. The greatest tyrants and 
despots of whom 1 ever read in history, 
had laws, however cruel those laws might 
.be, that were clearly understood by their 
subjects. Gentlemen, the case of JohnGale 
Jones you are all well acquainted with. 
He. was* sent to gaol for the violation of' 
what is called the Privileges of the House 
of Commoqs, and if we may credit news¬ 
paper reports has the scanty pittance of. 
two-penny worth of hread in the four and 
twenty hours. That the House^ of Com¬ 
mons have great Privileges, I do not deny, 
but such Privileges I do contend are not 
superior to the laws of the land. The 
House of Commons have no right, in my 
’•pinion, to punish* any subject of these 
realms contrary to those laws. Agree¬ 
ably to Magna Charta, end tlie great and 
glorious laws framed by oiA" wise and ve¬ 
nerable ancestors, no man shall suffer pu¬ 
nishment without a Trial by Jury. Mr. 
Gale Jones is at present incarcerated, 
without enjoying the privilege of such 
frial. Wh4t a dangerous situation are we 
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placed in, if at the discretion of the Houis 
of Commons, we are liable to be punished 
for any opinion which we may express 
contrary to the wish of that House. Gen¬ 
tlemen, were these privileges clearly, de¬ 
fined and hung up in every court and pub¬ 
lic place in every town, in that case, we 
should know well what we were about; 
and if we chuse then to act in contradic¬ 
tion to those privileges, we must quietly 
acquiesce in the punishments incurred. 
But while I know nothing of these privi>« 
leges, how am 1 certain but at this very mo¬ 
ment 1 may be violating them. * What I 
wish most strenuously to impress upon your 
minds and recommend to your considera¬ 
tion, is the absolute necessity of a Reform 
in the Commons House of Parliament. 
Without this. Gentlemen, no good is to be 
done. It is indeed the only great and ne- 
,cessary object for the salvation of this 
country. It is allowed indeed tp be so, 
by every intelligent and considerate man 
in this kingdom. The Commons them¬ 
selves admit the necessity of a Reform, 
and noqp but the most venal, corrupt, and 
pelf-pursuing crew oppose it. Gentle¬ 
men, it is needless I dare say, for me to 
expatiate on a topic of which I presume 
your minds are already made up as to the 
necessity. With regard to the imprison¬ 
ment of sir F. Burdett,* I give it as my 
firm belief that his imprisonmenir is per¬ 
fectly illegal; in this belief I have the 
sanction of my lord Erskine, who in that 
•ruly noble and excellent speech, which I 
dare say you have all read, which was de¬ 
livered a few days ago in the House of 
Lords, upon the Privileges of Parliament: 
in which speech he asserts most unequivo¬ 
cally, that the Commons have no right to 
inflict punishment but by law. Upon that 
occasion, he said, that should the Com¬ 
mons imprison my lord Ellenborough, 
he would resist the usurpation with his 
strength, his bones, and his blood. Sir S. 
Romilly, too, another great and constitu¬ 
tional lawyer, has given it as his opinion; 
that the Commons have made a stretch of 
power. Gentlemen, 1 shall conclude with 
again recommending it to you to give 
every one who wishes to express his opi^ 
nion, a patient hearing. 

Mr. George Bogue then came forward 
with the following Resolutions: * 

Resolved, 1st. That this Meeting^ do 
highly approve of the proceedings ot the 
Burgesses of this Borough, at their Meet¬ 
ing of the* 8th instant, ip which they ex¬ 
pressed their approbation of the conduct 
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of sir Francis Burdett, and entirely concur 
in their opinion that a Beform in Parlia¬ 
ment is absolutely necessary for the salva¬ 
tion of our country,—-ad. That this Meet¬ 
ing do highly disapprove of the conduct of 
the magistrates above-named, in calling a 
Meeting for the specific purpose of coun¬ 
ter-acting the Resolutions of the Meeting 
of the Burgesses on the bth instant, legally 
and constitutionally convened j and the 
more so, that after finding at the Meeting 
convened by themselves, that a great ma¬ 
jority disapproved of their proceedings, 
they hav« rt.surted to the unconstitutional 
means of canvassing the Borough, and 
using ihiir influence for obtaining Signa¬ 
tures to tlifii Counter Resolutions. — 3 , 1 , 
That this Meeting d t reconi neiiJ to ihc 
Burgesses ot this Borough, pievii u-ly to 
the eleciion of their liepresoutatives in 
pari lament, seriously t'> coiisiilor txlsether 
those persons who oiier fh<‘ui=>elves .isCan¬ 
didates arc men of such indcpend. nt piiii- 
C'ipies as entitle them to the coiitidencc of 
their Constituentj: anil that a IViition to the 
Commons House ofParliamciU,*for a more 
equal representatien ofthe people, and for 
a reihc'ss of grievances, be presented from 
this Meeting.—4lh, That the Thanks of 
this Meeting be giten to the Ciiaiiinan, 
fur his able and impartial conduct in the 
Chair.—.6th, That ihe above Uesolutious 
be sigiy^d by the Chairman, and inserted 
in the Alfred London Newspaper, and Ber¬ 
wick Advertiser. 

On the first Resolution being read, Mr« 
Burn then spoke in substance as follows : 

Sir; 1 most decidedly object to that 
Resolution. Island here, however, as in¬ 
dependent as any man. I insist upon the 
right of being heard, and I shall state to 
5^011 what are my objections to that Reso¬ 
lution. Gentlemen, the laws of this coun¬ 
try no man esteems more highly than I 
do. From my profession, I must have 
some knowledge of those laws. To the 
libcrlies'and just rights of Englishmen, 1 
am a warm friend ; diuse rights and liber¬ 
ties. 1 shall ever support. Gentlemen, it 
is my interest to do so; it never can be 
supposed, surely, that 1 can wish to vio¬ 
late;^ to rob the people of those righto. 
I am* myself one of the people, and it 
capnot be supposed that I can act other¬ 
wise than support them. — Gentlemen, 
Great Britain, at this momentous period, 
stands Hke a mighty column in the midst 
of a dreary waste. aSbe has withstood the 
shocks which have produced the downfal 
and deptructipn'of sarrojmding nations. 


She is at this moment pre-eminently great. 
This is owing in a peculiar m^nner^ her 
excellent Laws and Constitution, fo#wbich 
she is distinguished above all other coun¬ 
tries. Ours is a*Constitution, Gentlemen, 
which has been the 'admiration of the 
wisest and most learned in every country; 
the envy of many nations. Gentlemen, it. 
is our s^red duty to rally round this Con¬ 
stitution. It is our duty to preserve it in¬ 
violate. It is my veneration for the laws 
of my country, which prevents me from 
acceding to that Resolution, '^ir F. Bur- 
(lett. Gentlemen, I am willing to believe, 
is actuated ‘by the Very best intentions. 

1 give him full credit fyr those intentiqps. 

I believe him to be an honest man, and,t6 
have at h'.-art ihe real welfare'of his coun¬ 
try. He po.s,‘c.:-e.i, I mu.st say, great 
talents and abiliiy. fitill I do contend, 
that, uotwithslandiiig all tlii.s ho is not 
infallible. Sir F. ijm;delt is liable to 
crior; to inisrako. The conust between 
liiiii and ibe House of Oonnnoiis is at this 
monu lit befor.'^ ibo most salenui and august 
judicature of (his kingdom, or perhaps of. 
the whole woi Id, the Court of King’s 
Bench. Gentlemen, the decision of that 
Court, it is our duty to abide by as the 
law in this case ;' I cannot pretend to say, 
.whether Sir Francis ^has acted^right or 
wrong. 1 shall acqilicsce in the dedsion 
of that Court. If it is decided there that 
Sir Francis has done right, I shall with all 
my heart and soul subscribe to that Reso¬ 
lution; but if it is decided that he h^s 
done wrong, I must ol^ course act other¬ 
wise. The passing of this Resolution can 
have no effect on the question at issue.^ 
It rests not with us to pronounce how far' 
Sir Francis has acted right or wrong. 
This is not the time to decide*'on this 
matter, and 1 consider, that such Resolu¬ 
tion is a prejudging of the q^uestion. I 
therefore move, as an amendment to tiiat 
Resolution, that thisJVleeting do adjourn. 
(Murmurs ^d marks of disapprobation.) 

Mr. M'. •Jameson spoke as follows:— 
Although 1 completely differ in opinion 
from the last Speaker,' I give him credit 
for the frank and manly way in which ha 
has delivered his sentiments; 1 too pro-' 
fess myself to be a lover of our Constitu¬ 
tion, and a frientj^of the people, of whom 
I am an humble individual. I have sworn 
allegiance to my king, I have boma 
arms as a volunteer in the service of my 
country, 1 am ready and willing to 3o' so 
again when called upon. From my 
habits and profession in Ufa. 1 have seme 
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knowledge of thrf laws and constitution 
of iiW'Coui|^ry, and the more I know of 
it, ih^^ore I admire and revere our glo¬ 
rious C()nslitutiQn. But with all this re¬ 
verence for the Constitution, I cannot ad¬ 
mire the abuses which have from time to 
time crept into it. € will rally round the 
King, the Constitution,, and the'Laws, but 
'I wjll not rally round the presertt weak 
and jnelBcient Ministry! men who have 
paralyzed and exhausted the strength and 
resources of the Country, inill-faied, and 
inglorious-Expeditions. With regard to 
the argument that the present is not the 
time for the people to dqplave their senti¬ 
ments—I am of a^juitc contrary opinion. 

• 'Xhit W’as the stale tirick always resorted to 
byHbe Enemies of Reform, by which tlie 
good People of England had been so long 
and so often duped and deceived. It was 
indeed tlie old storyover again. " When 
I have a more convenient season, I will 
sejid for you.’^ Oi\thc contrary, in mv 
humble opinion, tu use the emphatic l,in- 
guagp of Sir F. Burdett, “ Now ij the 
time for o\ery Englishman to speak onf,’’ 
Snif^no danger could possi’nly resiiit from 
the exprersion of the puMic optnion.—. 
'I’hose who are ac(|ua!iite:l witii iiie 
honour and probity of Lord Eiienborough 
and the integrity of a British .liiry, know, 
that tttoy ^’ould decree atc<»rding to the 
La%v ofihti'Land; f<?rmy part I mr-st cor¬ 
dially approve of the whole Parli.a- 
mentary conduc t ofIr r. B.’rdett, who 1 
believe to be one of the most patriots* 
Mtfmburs in the Hcai'^e of Commons, who 
has been the steady and iinirorru friend of 
Reform, tliea.!eteimined enemy of Corrup- 
^-itni, and has always stood forth the Cham¬ 
pion of the. Rights and Privileges of the 
people.—The cjiiestion was whether the 
House of Commons bad a right to im¬ 
prison the people of England without 
trial. Sir Fi^icis has denied that right— 
and.in that opinion I bjg leave humbl}*- to 
concur. By Magna Charta, no than could 
^be imprisofied t.xcept accord ing^to the 
liiw of the Land, or the judgment of his 
Peers. It w^as contctided, tliat the privi¬ 
lege claimed .by the House of (J.nnrnmiK 
was according to the Laws and Cuotom oi' 
^iil’arliamcp.t, aod consccjuently part of the 
Law of the Land, and in support of this 
doctrine, the n.intcs of Lorci Hale and 
Coke w'ere cite>l; great names certainly 
to which I am bmmd to pay reRpect and 
reverence. But if it should api)ear that 
there were statutes unrcpealud. statidiug 
Oil the statute book in restraint of this 


custom, which I Jiave no doubt will turn 
Qut to be the case, I say with Lwd JEr- 
skine, that such statutes while unrepeaTed. 
must be taken to be the Law of the Ltinil 
—and no power in this country short of 
the authority of King, Lords, and Com¬ 
mons can repeal them. The Laws of the 
Land I reverence, but I also say with 
Lord Erskine, that I would rather die than 
submit to any authority but the dominion 
of the laws.—For these and other reasons 
I bc;g leave mo.st cordially to second the , 
Resolution. 

Mr. ./ac/riow.—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Jame¬ 
son says that he approves of tlie whole of 
the conduct of Sir F. Barh-tt: Now, I 
wish to know'whcthcr he approves of that 
part ofhisconduct of purchasing a seat in 
(he House of Commons from the Duke of 
Newea.sile—this is a fact wh'ch cannot be 
denied, (cries of Lie! lie! Fal.se! false!) 
ft is well known too, that at the Middle.sex 
Election, when he opposed Mr. Main- 
waring, 1,200 persons w-ere guilty of 
perjury ; wdien prosecutions were com¬ 
menced against them, bills of indictment 
were fomiu against sixty; Sir Francir. then 
propo.voj (<> ]\rr. Mainwaring, that if he 
would withdraw his prosecutions against 
t!io.?e persons lie would rd'ign his seat, w hich 
,w*as aecordingiy done.—(Loud hisses.) 

Mr. Todd, sclioolma.sten—Mr. Jameson 
says, that he h.is the. highest cenr;der.ce in 
my tord Eiienborough and a British Jury, 
and that the verdict which will be given 
w^l t>e a just one. If that i.s the case, s\hy 
does he pi c<s ibis Res<il'r.ion and not wait 
till that vcrdi.at is given ? It is surely pre¬ 
mature to give an opinion at this meeting 
as such an opinion may be dillorent from, 
that verdict—(Hisses, and cries of Go 
to School! go to School ! where are 
your scbul.ars! what business have you 
here !) 

The lir.st, second, and third Kesoiutions 
were then put, and carried amidst a ge¬ 
ns ral acclamation.— The Cbainiiah then 
read a dr.Tuglil of a Petition to the House of 
Common i, for a Reform in that House, 
which was most highly and loudly ap¬ 
proved of. 'flic Magistrates who c.alled 
the Rler'ing retired wiih one or two. of 
their fri'endr,- athidjl iii>st.'s, and 

cries of Sue.aking oil', sneaking ofl( Stole 
away, stole away.—Air. Jameson*then 
moved the ttli Resolution, which w'tvs un¬ 
animously agreed to amidst the loudest 
plaudits. It was then moved that these 
Resolutions bS iInserted in t(je Berwick Ad¬ 
vertiser, and in tlje Alfred London pa- 
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per, which was agreed to.—On the motion 
of Mr. Jameson, That a Committee be ap¬ 
pointed to revise and correct the Petition 
which had been read by the Chairman, to 
be presented to the House of Commons for 
a Reform thereof, and" that it be signed by 
the Chairman and the Committee in be¬ 
half of the Meeting, was unanimously 
agreed to.—A number of gentlemen were 
then nominated and appointed as a Com¬ 
mittee for that purpose. 

Mr. Graham was then chaired from the 
*HalI, and followed by several hundred of 
the Inhabitants, who cheered him all the 
way to Kis own house. 


SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 

Firet Report from the Select Committee 
on Proceedings relative to Sir Francis Bur- 

dett. _ [Ordered, by the House of Conmons, 

to be printed, 11th May, 1810. 

The Select Committee, appointed to con¬ 
sider of the Proceedings had, and to 
be had, with reference to the several 
Papers signed “ Francis Burdett 
the Contents of which related to his 
being apprehended and committed 
to the Tower of London; and which 
Papers were pommunicated to the 
House by Mr. Speaker, upon the 
13th and 17th days of April last; 
and to repoh such Facts as they may 
think necessary, together with t^eir 
Opinion thereupon, from time to time 
to the House; and to whom the ipat- 
ters stated by the Serjeant at Amr^i 
attending the House, and the Process 
served upon him in an Action at Law 
by Sir Francis Burdett; and also the 
Summons served on Mr. Speaker, 
and the Notice of Declaration deli-' 
▼ered to the Serjeant at Arms, at the 
suit of the said Sir Francis Burdett, 
were referred ; have, pursuant to the 
Orders of the House, with all dis- 
patich, considered the matters re¬ 
ferred to them; and have agreed to 
the following Report:— 

It appears to your Committee, after re¬ 
ferring to the order of the House of the 
5th day of April last, for the commitment 
of Sir Francis Burdett to the Tower; the 
Warrants of the Speaker fbr that purpose; 
the letter of Sir Francis Burdett to the 
Speaker, dated the I7th day of April last; 
the Report end Examination of the Ser¬ 
jeant at Arms, touching his proceedings 
in the execution bf such wjirrants; the 
notice of the Speaker referred to your 


Committee; the dematvd . made upon the 
Serjeant at Arms of a copy of the warrant 
under which he arrested Sir F/ranci^ur- 
dett; the writ served upon the Se^eant, 
and the summons served upon the Speaker 
and the notice of declaration filed against 
the Serjeant; which said notices, demand,, 
writ, and summons, are all at the suit or 
on behalf of the said Sir Francis Burdett, 
and all &ear the fiame of the sarnie Soli¬ 
citor, John Ellis;—That the said proceed¬ 
ings have been brought against the Speak¬ 
er and the Serjeant, on account of what 
was done by them respectivel;|j^ in obedi¬ 
ence to the order of the House; and for 
the purpose of bringing into question, be¬ 
fore a Court of Law, the legality of |he 
proceedings of the Hotfee in ordering the 
commitment of Sir Francis Burdett, and 
of the conduct of the Speaker and the Ser¬ 
jeant in obedience to that Order. 

1 .—Ydur Committee, not in conse¬ 
quence of any doubt upon the question so 
intended to be raised, but for the purpose 
of collecting into one View such prece¬ 
dents of the proceedings of the House, 
upon cases of Breach of Privilege^ as 
might afford light upon this important 
' subject, have in the first place examined 
the Journals, with relation to the practice 
of the House in commitment of persons, 
»whether members or others, for, breaches 
of privilege, by offensive words or writings 
derogatory to the honour and character 
of the House, or of any of its members ; 
and they have found numerous instances, 

[ in the history of Parliament, so far as the 
Journals extend, of the frequent, uniform, 

' and uninterrupted practice of the House 
of Commons, to commit to different cus-r 
todies persons whom they have adjudged' 
guilty of a breach of their privileges by 
so o&nding. 

The statement of these precedents, 

I which establish the law of parliament 
upon this point by the usage of Parlia¬ 
ment; the,utility of such law; and the 
necessity which exists, for its continuance, 
in order to maintain the dignity and in¬ 
dependence of the House of Commons; 
its analogy to the acknowledged powers 
of Courts of Justice, and the recognition 
of such right in various instances, by legal 
authorities, by judicial decisions, and by ' 
the other branch of the legisfature; as 
well as the invariable assertion and main¬ 
tenance of it by the House of Commons, 
are topics which may be reserved for a 
further Report. And, although there are 
some instances in which the House baa 
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thought proper to direct prosecutions for 
such offences, yet the Committee confident¬ 
ly stl^fha^the more frequent practice of 
the Hmse at all times has been to vindi- 
' cate its own privileges by its own authority. 

2 . The subject which appears to your 
Committee to press most urgently for an 
^ immediate report, is, the state of the law 
'*and thp practice of t^e House in cases 
either of criminal pi;osec«tion or civil ac- 
tion'against any of its Members, for any 
thing spoken or done in the House of 
Commons;«or for any proceeding against 
any of its officers, or other persons act¬ 
ing under its authority. 

The principal instances to be found 
. uuHer this head aril^e out of those procced- 
> ihgs which, in the time of Charles I, 
Ch^arles II, and James II, were instituted 
by the officers of the Crown, in deroga¬ 
tion of the rights and privileges of the 
Commons of England. Those proceed¬ 
ings were resisted, and resented by the 
f House of Commons^ were condemned by 
. the whole legislature, as utterly and di¬ 
rectly contrary to the known law^s and sta- 
autr* and freedom of this realm ; and led 
directly to the declaration of the Bill of 
Rights, '* That the freedom of speech, and 
debates or proceedings, in Parliament, 
ought not'to be impeached or questioned 
in any co«rt or place,out of Parliamentj 
—ancf your CommiMee have no hesitation 
in ’ijtating, that this article in the Bill of 
Rights extends us clearly to actions or in¬ 
dictments brought, or prosecutions by in- 
duriduals, as to informations or other pro¬ 
ceedings directly instituted by the autho¬ 
rity of the Crown. 

f , The law of Parliament on this subject, 
so far as relates to words spoken in Par¬ 
liament, was legislatively declared in a 
statpte to he found in the Parliament roll 
of the 4tli of Henry VIII. By that act, 
the Rights and Privileges of free speech 
in Parliament arc established, and a spe¬ 
cial action is given in •favour of. the party 
. injured by any action brought, against 
him for words spoken in Parliament. And, 
from this statute, it appears that Parlia¬ 
ment, at that time, when the case occur¬ 
red, which seemed to shew the expedi- 
^ehey of legislative provision to give fuller 
force and protection to its privileges, 
made it the subject of such provision. 

In the 5 th of Charles I. aft information 
was filed against Sir J. Elliot, Denzel 
Holles,.Esq. and Benjamin Valentine, for 
their speeches and conduct in the House 
of Commons; judgment was given against 


them in the King’s Bench, they were sen¬ 
tenced to imprisonment, and were fined: 
In the Parliament which met in 1640, the 
House of Commons, after a report made of 
the state of the cases of Mr. Holies and 
the rest of the impriloned Members, in 
the 3d of Charles, came to several resolu¬ 
tions ; by which they resolved, that these 
proceedings were against the law and pri¬ 
vilege of Parliament; and condemned the 
authors and actors in them, as persons 
guilty of a breach of the privilege of Par- 
Fiament. 

In the reign of Charles II. these pro¬ 
ceedings were again taken into considera¬ 
tion ; &nd the House of Commons came to 
several Resolutions. On the 12 th of No¬ 
vember 1667, they resolved. That the Act 
of Parliament in tne 4th year of the reign 
of Henry VIII. above referred to, is a de¬ 
claratory law of the ancient and necessary 
Rights and Privileges of Parliament. On 
the 23d of November 1667, they resolved. 
That the judgment above referred to 
against Sir J. Elliot, D. Holies, and B. 
\ alentine, Rsquires, in the King’s Bench, 
was an illegal judgment; and on the 7th 
December 1667, they desired the concur¬ 
rence of the Lords. The Lords, on the 
12 th of December, agi;eed with the Com¬ 
mons in these votes. 

Your Committee next refer to the case 
of Sir William Williams; the detail of 
whjch they proceed to insert from the 
report of a former committee of this 
House. 

* The case of Sir William Williams, 
against %vhom, after the dissolution of the 
Parliament held at Oxford, an information 
was brought by the Attorney-General, in 
the King’s Bench, in Trin. Term. 36 Car. 
2 , for a misdemeanor, for having printed 
the information against Thomas Danger- 
field, which he'had ordered to be printed 
when he was Speaker, by order of the 
House. Judgment |)assed against him on 
this information, in the second year of 
King James II. This proceeding the 
Convention Parliament deemed so great a 
grievance, and so high an infringement of 
the rights of Parliament, that it appears to 
your Committee to be the principal, if not 
the* sole object, of the first part of the 
eighth head of the means used by King 
James to subvert the laws and libei;tjes of 
this kingdom, as set forth in the declara¬ 
tion of the two Houses: which mil ap¬ 
pear evident from the account given in tne 
Journal, 8 th,Februar 3 % '1688, of the form¬ 
ing of that declaration, the eighth head of 
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which ii’as atfirstconceivt.d in these words: justly excepted out of the l!tll of Indem- 
videHcet, " By causing informations to be nity.” a ^ ^ 

brought and prot>3cuted in the Court of On the 11th of June, 1G89, tbe^i^use 
King.s Bench, for matters and causes cog- ordered, " That the Records of the Court 
nizubic only in Parliament, ami by divers of King’s Bench, relating to the proeced- 
ollicr arbitrary and illegal courses.” ings against William Williams, Psq, now 

i Itli February, I6S8.—” To this article Sir Wiiham Wil1iams,’Knt. and Bart, late 
the Lords disagreed ; and gave for a rca- Speaker of this House, be brought into 
son, because they do not fully-apprehend this Houie, bj' the Custos Brevium of the 
what is meant by it, nor what instances said Court, on Thursday morning next, 
there have been of it; which therefore On the 12ih of July, •' the Record was 
^hoy desire may be explained, if the read; and the House thereupon Resolved, 
Iiou-<c shall think (it to insist further on it.” That the judgment given in the Court of 
I2tli February, 1G88.—“The House King’s Bench, in Easter term 2 Jac. 2di. 
disagree with the liOi ds in their amend- against W. Willia/ns, Esq. Speaker of the 
ment of leaving out the 8th Article. But House of Commons in t^p parliament held 
in respect to the liberty-given by the at Westminster 25th October, 32 Car. 
Lords in explaining that matter; Kcsol- for matter done by order of the House of 
▼ed, * That the words do stand in tliis Commons, and as Speaker thereof, is an 
manner; by prosecutions in the Court of illegal judgment, and against the freedom 
King’s Bench for matters and pauses cog- of Parliament. 

niaablc only in Parliament, and by divers* “ Resolved, That a bill be brought in 
other arbitrary and illegal courses.’ By to reverse the said judgment.” 
which amendment, your Committee ob- This bill was twice read, but went no 
serves, that the House adapted the Article further in that session :—A .similar bill 
more correctly to the case tbe^ had in w-as in the following session ordered to be 
view; for the information was filed in brought in; and a third bill passed'ine ’ 
King Charles II.’s time; but the prosccu- Commons in 1 and was sent up to the 
tion was carfied on, and judgment obtain- House of I.ords, but did not proceed there 
ed, in the 2nd year'of King James.” to a second reading. 

' That the meaning of the House should , It appears further, that on the 4th of 
be made more evident to the l..urd.s, the June, 1689, “ a petition of John’Topiiam, 
House ordered, “ That Sir William Wil- Est^. w'as read; settiitg forth, that l;^e, 
liams be added to the managers of the being a Serjeant at Arms, and attending 
conference;” and Sir William Williams the House in the year.-i 1679 and 1630, 
the s.ime day reports the conference with' when several orders were made, and di- 
the Lords; and, " That their Lordship.s rected to the Pctiiioa' r, for the taking 
had adopted the article in the words as into his custody the several persons of 
amended by the Commons.” And cor- Sir Charles Neal, &c. &c. ancl.others, for 
responding to this article of grievance, is several misdemeanors by them commit- 
the assertion of the right of the subject, in, ted, in breach of the privilege of the 
the ninth article of the declaratory part of House; and after that the Cornsions were 
the Bill of Rights; viz. “ That the free- dissolved, the said persons, being resolted 
dom and debates or proceedings in Par- to ruin the Petitioner, did, in Hilary 
liament, ought not to be impeached or Term, the .3.3rd or 34th of King Charles, 
questioned in any court or place out of sue the Petitioner in the King's Bench in 
Parliament.” several actions of trespass, battery, and 

* To which may be added, the latter false imprisonment, for taking and detain- 
parl of the sixth resolution of the excep- ing them as aforesaid : to which actions 
tions to be made in the Bill of Indemnity, the Petitioner pleaded to the jurisdiction 
Journal, vol. x. p. 14G, wherein, after re- of the Court, the said several* orders; but 
citing tbe surrender of charters, and the such his pica was over-ruled; the then 
violating'the rights and freed.oms of elec- Judge-S ruling the Petitioner to plead in 
lions, &c. it proceeds in these words: chief, and tliereupon he pleaded the or- 
** And'thc questioning the proceedings of ders in bar tq llie actions: notwitliS^nd- 
Parliaipcnt, out of Parliament, by decla- ing which plea and oi ders, the then Judges 
rations, informations, or otherwise, arc gave Judgment against him, &c.” 
crimes for which some persons may be (To be continued.) ' 

PabUsh^'by R. B%6S[tAW, Brydges-Streiet, Covent - GardenSold also by J.BUDD, Pall-Mitll', 

lX>NDcik s—Frinted by T. c. Homtfd, Peterborouf li'Court, Fleet^btreet* 
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“ Sir; We feel great pleasure and satisfaction in conveying to you, in the name of the Gentlemen. 
“ Clergy, Freeholders, Householders, and other InhabitantB of the ^unty of Berks, in full County 
" aaserobled, their sentiments of gratitude and attachment for your generous exertions in defending the 
“ cause of the poor, the helpless lyd the oppressed ; for your unwearied endeavours in exposing and 
■** attacking corruption &nd abuses in the Navy, the Army, and the State; for your unabated zeal upon 
V all occasions, in maintaining witli firmness the Liberty, Property and Rights of the People, in opposi- 
“ tion to the pernicious System which is undermining and destroying the Country ; and, atove all, for 
*' your unremitted efforts to obtain a full, fair, free and equal Representation of the People in Parlia- 
mentr jshich, more than any language in j'our Letter to your Constituents, the Electors of Westthin- 
** stcr, have excited the acrimony of all those who, by participating in the misplaced millions of their 
country, naturally rank you among their enemies. In you we have had an upright and*hoiiest man— 
** a firm, zealous and inilraible friend to our free Constitution, as by law establish^.—We are. Sir, with 

“ the greatest respect and sincerity, your obliged, humble servants, 8ic.”- Audrfss of tub Codntv 

•it Bbrks to Sir If'fttncis Burdett, paued at the Couttty Meeting imUL at Reading, blh June, 1810. 

•bfiS]-:-[;S06 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

fiERKSHiRE Meeting.— —The accountt^f 
the whole of the proceedings at this Meet¬ 
ing wilt be found in another part of this 
Number, and I'bope^that no one of my rea¬ 
ders will lay down the paper, *till he has 
jjone through every word of that account. 
—The petitions, which were agreed to, will 
be published either in this number or in 
the next; but, to juclgp of the sentiments 
of the county, we want nothing more than 
the Address to Francis Burdett, wbteh 
1 fiave taken asaa motto, and which does 
equal honour to the party addressing and 
the party addressed. -When Mr. Per¬ 

ceval and Mr. Canning and Sir Vicary 
• Gibbs and Mr. Lethbridge and Sir Robeir 
Salusbury were carrying on the work of 
getting Sir Francis into a prison, they did 
not, I imagine, anticipate that the conse¬ 
quence would be Addre.sses to him from 
Cities ,and Counties, carried up by She- 
(iAs, members of Parliament, and gentle¬ 
men of great property.-To be sure, a 

more severe mortification to them cannot 
well be conceived, than this Addre.s.s from 
the County of Bdl-ks, moved by such a 
man as Su John Theogmoktqn, and sup¬ 
ported by other gentlemen‘so respectable 
in every point of view; and it is hard to 
conceive any thing more honourable, 
more eneouraging, more heart-cheering, to 
Sir Francis Burdett himself. Here it is; 
it is in this way, and in this way alone, 
that he can receive his*reward for so many 
years of anxious toil for the public good. 

- Now, what will those persons say, 

who, just after he was lodged in the Tower, 
asserted, that “ even his friends had dis¬ 
claimed himi” What will be now said 


and thought by the mean and dastardly 
wretch, who, when he thought danger 
was approaching, was the first to give the 
signal of desertion What is mw become 
of all the predictions of the hireling prints, 
that nobody would any longer have the 
boldnes^ to defend the conduct of Sir Fran¬ 
cis ? • And what are we now to think 
of the judgment of Mr. Ponsonby, who 
said, that he did not believe, that the people 
of Westminster woujd, if the occasion were 
offered them, re-elect Sir Francis ? Really, 
it does not ap|)ear, that Mr. Canning hav¬ 
ing withdrawn his “ good opinion” from 
^ir Francis, has done the latter’s character 
any barm. It has not ruined him in the 

opinion of the nation.-Those who 

thought that sending Sir Francis to the 
Tower would sink him in the cye.s of the 
nation have now been proved to be wise 
men indeed. But, the " gentlemen opposite” 
must not pretend, that they had no hand in 
the work. They did not, indeed, vote for 
the Tower; but, they proposed a reprimand; 
and who is fool enough to suppose, that 
Sir Francis would have received that re¬ 
primand without such an answer as would 
have compelled the House to do something 
further; unless, indeed, they chose to sub¬ 
mit to him upon the spot ?-^Therefore, 

it is all a mere pretence ; it is an attempt 
at deception for the OUTS to say, that 
they had no hand in the Tower project. 
They most heartily lent thejr hands to 
prepare the W'ay. They condemned, iii 
iangnage the most bitter, the Address of 
Sir Francis to his Constituent.-.; thi-y even 
censured the ministers for not being prompt 
enough in executin^g the warrant; and, 
when Silk Francis was in the Tower, they 
boldly come forwanl ttf “ rally round U'U 
2 E 
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•* Majesty's government," the persons com¬ 
posing which they had, only a few days 
liefore,denominated the Demonqf England; 
Yea, ▼erily,iu opposition to the prixiciples 
of Sir Francis Burdett, they were ready 
to rally round even " the Demon of F.ng- 
" land !” Let them, therefore, hold their 
peace. Let them take their full share of 
the reproach tacitly passed upon the ene¬ 
mies of Sir Francis, in the Address of the 
county of Berks. Tlie three persons, who 
distinguished themselves most in speaking 
agsTuist the principles of Sir Francis were 
Mes.';i's. Adam, Aiistruther [\ale IndianJudge) 
and Ponsonby; and the second of them 
was one of the first to give the word for 
"rallying round llis Majesty'S govern- 
*' rnciit,” after Sir Francis was safely 
lodged in the Tower, and after the army 
and the cannons were ariived in town. 
I.et us therefore hear no more from the 
OUTS in the v..<y of censtirc on the INS 
for having*sent Sir Francis to the Tower, 
and thereby ragged the nalion to resent 

his wrongs.-The notion was, that the 

committing of him to the Tower would 
degrade him. It was ! bought, that, though 
a lew persons might be loud in their com- 
pl.iinis, the nation ill general w'oulrl quiet¬ 
ly acquiesce, sieing svj large a inajorily 
in the llou^.c against him; and, that, us 
the world but too tfreqmnitly think the 
worse of a man the moment he is within 
the walls of a piisoti, the measure would 
tend to loxvcr the great object of their fear. 
This was the notion that prevailed amongA 
those. S'ho w’erc for sending Sir Francis 
to prison. How base they been deceived ! 
What must their fears be novo! They are 
fiehriv setved. But, they have, as yet, 
experienced only a small part of their 

mortification.-It lias generally been 

the case, that those who have been the 
inean.s of doing their country great ser- 
vici.s have, at first, been objects of cen¬ 
sure and abuse, on the part of those who 
W'ere interfested in the supporting of ty¬ 
rannical measures. There was hardly a 
mail, who largely contributed towards the 
putting down of the House of Stuapt, who 
was not at .some time or other, in prison. 
But, the Five Bishops, who were arbi- 
tr'.rily committed to the very prison 
where Sir Francis now is, by James IT, 
lived to •see that bigot, fool, and despot 
driven from his throne, in terror of the 
very troops, upon whom he had relied for 
the support of his despotic government; 
and, William Penn, who wrfs almost 
spitten upon by *the bloody Jeffbeys, 


who sent him back to prison, though ac¬ 
quitted by a jury, lived to be the founded 
of the brightest Province in thd 
lived to make laws for the governmenFof 
anation, while that bloody Jeffreys, though 
for a while successful andjthough loaded 
with riches and titles, ended bis days a 
fugitive from the hands of justice, covered 
with the contempt, sjs he formerly had 
been ,vith the curses, of the nation. * 
One would suppose, that examples of this 
being so numerous, and especially in our 
own history, would teach men iy powe'r 
to reflect well before they resorted to the 
use of that power for purposes like that 
now immediately belure us. If, indeed, 
it could have been contr^ed to persuade* 
the nation, that Sir Francis had really* 
committed some o^'ence, worthy of impri¬ 
sonment, the -imprisonment would have 
had great effect against him. But, this 
was impossible. Nobody could believe 
this ; and, indeed, it was next to impossi¬ 
ble, that the public in gedejal should not, 
like the county of Berks, be convinced, 
that his having resolved to urge, with all 
his might, a Parliamentary Reform, w.r.r' 
his great oflence in the eyes of those who 

were the most bitter against hfim.-That 

this IMoetiiig in Berkshire will lead to 
ethers there can he no doubt; but, as I 
ob'i-erved, in a late NuJuber, the • people 
arc so kept asunder, in the country, that 
their being slow to meet, upon any occa*-' 
Sion i.s not wonderful. County-Meetings 
^’or Addresses of another description are 
as unerring as the Sun. Secretary of- 

the Treasury has nothing to do but to 
write a circular letter, and ther? assem¬ 
ble, in every count}’, some dozen and a 
half of placemen, tax-gatherers und de¬ 
pendent parsons, and the thing is done as 
quietly as the business of a meeting -ot' 
Trustees to a Turnpike Road. There have 
been many a score of County^nieetings 
w'ithout even the inhabitants of the towns. 


* The Trial of Penn and Mead, and that 
of Busbell, the Juryman, should be read 
by every Englishman, ami he should make 
his sons read them, as .soon as they are 

able to comprehend wlmt they read.- 

The conduct of these three men cannot 
fail to inspire, in every youth, useful emu¬ 
lation. 'i'he i^obte .stand, which they 
made against the tyrants of their day, was 
founded, too, precisely upon those princi¬ 
ples, for which tlie people of England, 
with Sir Francis Buidctt at their dtead, 
are now contending. 



8G91 JUNE a, l»\0.-^Westmin,ter Abhorreri. [»7a 


where they werjs-held, kpowing what was 
goigg forward. And yet, such meetings 
as*^ese kre, by some, asserted to express 

tlie ft/ise qf the country ! -One of the ar- 

guraenis, the other day, against Reform, 
was, that it was called for by nothing but 
a Ions, degraded, impotent, contemptible crew. 
Will those,' who made use of that nrgu- 
inent, repeat it? W^ll they stick to that 
doctrine to the upshot ? Will they conti¬ 
nue thus to abuse the nation ? 1 rather 
tliink they will become a little m re mo¬ 
dest before it be long.-^The petition, 

relative to Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. 
Gale Jones, agrt ed to at this Meeting, has, 
it appears from the reports in the news- 
fapers, been by the Honourable 

jlouse ! and, one of the reasons stated, is, 
that it accuses the House of having caused 
the shedding of innocent blood. Mr. Whit¬ 
bread and Sir Samuel Romilly contended, 
that the accusation was to be ap|)lied t* 
the ministers only, w’ho had employed tlie 
military force in 'executing the orders of 
the House; and they, as well as some 
other members, strongly condemned the 

r~jectiou of the petition.-Upon this 

occasion Mr. Yorke seems to have made 
his appearance again, and to have thrown 
the innocent blood upo/i Sir Francis Bur¬ 
dett, forgetting, doubtless, that this wasr 
attpiiifMed withoi^ success, the next d^y 
after Sir Franciswas lodged in the Tower. 

- - As to the rejection of the petition, it 

is, however, a thing, in itself, of no con¬ 
sequence at ail. The Address of the 
•County of Berk^ to Sir Francis Burdett,* 
will be received! That is the thing of most 
consequence; and, indeed, since the Ho¬ 
nourable House is apt to chafe and fret at 
the presenting of petitions of this sort, 
would ,it not be as well for other counties 
^nd public bodies to leave the Flonour- 
able House quietly to itself, and content them¬ 
selves with Addresses to Sir Francis, or with 
remonstrances to him, if they should think 
his conduct wrong? At any rate, it ap¬ 
pears to me, that a paper of> some sort, 
addressed to him, should be signed at 
every meeting. . He is now become the 
corner stone of the cause. This character 
has been forced upon him by his and the 
people’s enemies; and, therefore, we must 
either stand by him, or give, up the 
cause, the latter of whftb^I trust, we shall 
not do. 

Rochester Meeting. -A very nu¬ 

merous and respectable Meeting has been 
held in the City of Rochester, and have 
unanimously agreed to petition the Ho¬ 


nourable House to retrace its steps with 
respect to Mr. Gale Jones and Sir Francis 
Burdett, and to adopt measures for a Re¬ 
form in the Representation of the people. 
At this Mi'fiing, which, it would seem, 
the Mayor would not call, some excellent 
.sentiments were cxprcNsed. Indeed,there is 
but one way oi'thinking, w huti-ver there may 
be of talking, in the wlude kingdom. That 
ligln, which, after lung .struggling against 
ilaiknes.s, burst in u|K)n the metropolis in 
Febiuary' ItJO!), through die open.i\g made 
by Mr. Wardic, has now reach* d even the 
most obscure and iemote corners of the 
kiiigilorn. Eveiy soul understands the 
whole r.f the. question of '* Privilege” and 
of ParUumentary Reform. The history of 
the Plymouth Tinman and that of die Seat- 
Scllei' have been co nparrd by (‘veiy body. 
Tie thing is c^'!■ry where mideislood. 
Theic is no new information wanting; 
and, indeed, nothing i.s wanting but for the 
people to settle upon what is new the best 
way for them to ACT i;i order to obtain, 
legally and constitutionally, redress of 
tluiir gryivant es. 

m r.MiNSTEii AimoiinF.Rs.—— In my 
Iasi I noticed a long Declaration, wlncit 
had been published, or, at least, drawn up 
by certain Abhori^rs in Westminste.r; 

but.it w'as witliout any signatures-Since 

that the. fiillowing has appeared, and has 
been publi'^hcd in (he news-papers, in an 

advertisement.-It seems to me to be, 

at once, the most foolish as well as the 
most wicked thing of the kind that ever' 
w'as seen or heard of. This is, indeed, a 
pretty use to put and churches 

to_ThisGERRARD Andkewfs, by whom 

the Declaration is signed, is one of those 
gentry who, about London, are called Popu¬ 
lar Pi'cachers, or Gospel Ministers. -Hi? 

Advertisement is in the following words: 

-" Parish of St. James, Westminster, 

"June ‘2, 1810.—At a Meeting ol the 
" Rector, Vestrymen and Churchwardens, 
" of this Parish, duly assembled in Vestry 
" this day, it was moved, seconded and 
" unanimously resolved. That the under 
" written Declaration be signed by tInJ 
“ Vestrymen present, and that the same 
“ shall afterwards lie in the Vtstry Room 
•** of this Parish Church, froui twelve till 
" four o’clock each day (Sunday ex- 
" cepted) for the Signatures ot siich of th« 
" Inhabitant Householders ot this Parish 
" as may approve thereof, 

*' Gerrard Andrewes, Rector, Chairman. 

" Wcf the undersigned. Members of 
" Vestry, and other retident Househoidera 

2x2 • 
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*• in the parish of St. James, within the 
<• Liberty of Westminster, in the county 
<' of Middlesex, feel that we should ma- 
" nifest an unbecoming supineness amidst 
•* the dangerotts prmcijdes, which are now 
encouraged and propagated by factious 
•* individuab, if we did not openly declare 
** in contradiction to those Principles, our 
unshaken purpose to uphold the Consti- 
tution, as by Law established.—^At a 
** time, when a sanguinary and vindictive 
“ enemy has subjugated nearly the whole 
“ oT Europe, and threatens to add this 
** happy Island to the number of his con- 
*• quasts, we cannot but think, that this of 
all others is the moment to add strength 
** to the Empire by promoting public imion. 
“ As long as we continue firm and united 
** we must, under Providence, be invinci- 
*' ble; for such is our insulated situation, 
and such are our resources, that if ever 
" we are ruined, it will be by civil divbicn; 
"by that intestine strife, vMehpreys upon 
« our vitals, and withers the sinews of Go- 
*' vernment.—Sensible too, as we deeply 
" are of the many invaluable blessings 
" we have so long enjoyed as af free 
" and independent people, we must ex- 
^ " press our abhorrence of those attempts, 
which, by calumniating the character, 
** and attacking the undbuked privileges of 
the House of Commons, have a direct 
" tendency, as it appears to us, to shake 
" the very foundations of civil liberty anct 
" of social order.—We should be as eager 
" as any to resi.3t the least encroachment 
" upon the Freedom of the subject; but 
" we cannot countenance opinions, which, 
•* under the mask of Patriotism, must ine- 
** vitably promote corfusUm, paralyze our ef- 
•'forts against the common enemy, and, 
" in all probability, ultimately subvert 
•• that happy Constitution which has for 
" so many ages been the envy of Foreign 

“ Nations, and the glory of our own_Im- 

" pressed as we are with these sentiments, 
•• we feel burselves called upon to avow 
"them publicly at the present crisis; 
" under the conviction that nothing can so 
** effectually defeat and crush the present 
“ desperate factim, as the undisguised de- 
•• claration of all good subjects, that they 
" will support the Rights of Parliament, 
" and maintain the integrity and PU- 
•' RITY • lof the Constitution.^'—Now, 
Mr. Geraud Andkew^es, Gospel Minister, 
what are these "dangerous principles," of 
which you are afraid^ and which, as you 
so boldly assert, p^'oceed from ** factious 
*' indMmals f* la what these prin¬ 


ciples appear? Xn our cbmpIaitHtig that 
men have been mtpriscfKd dwit^ pktuun, 
without oath made against thein;f witlmut 
warrant from a sworn magistrate, wnd 
without it being intended ever to bring 
them before a jury ? Is there any thing so 
very dangerous in this complaint ? Is there 
any thing here so very dangerous to the 
constitution*? Is there any thing in this, 
which only ssys that we wish men to be 
tried before they are punished ; is there any 
thing in this, that shows that oor prin¬ 
ciples are dangerous ?-Aye; bnt we go 

further. So we do. We wish to put an 
effectual stop to the trafficking in Seats in 
Parliament; we wish to put an end to the 
drunkenness, lying, false-swearing and 
bribery, at Elections; and, pray, Mr. 
Go^l Minuter, what very great danger do 
you see in that ? You are, you tell your 
brother Abhorrers, for supporting the 
""purity’* of the constitution; and, against 
whom? Against whom is it. Gospel Mi¬ 
nister, that you would support this purity ? 
Why, it is against those, who returned Sic 
Francis Burdett to parliament, without » 
farthing of expence on his pari; again.-ii. 
those who call for justice upon public- 
robbers ; against those who complain that 
when two of the ministers, and privy coun¬ 
sellors were accused of trafficking in 
Seats, the House refused to enquRe into 
the matter: it is, Gospet'Minister, against 
such men, that you wish to support tht? 
ptirity of the constitution, and, knowing 
,t.his, it is by no means difficult to guess at 
what you mean when yon wc talking of' 
purity. -1 tell thee what. Gospel Mini¬ 

ster, we complain, besides, that we are, 
at this very moment, called upon to assist 
the "poorer clergy” with the sum of 
100,000/. and that this is not the first time 
we have been so called upon, while the 
very minister, who demands the monej% 
acknowledges, that more than one half of 
thy brethren, the DENEFiCED clergy, do 
not reside upoil their livings, or do the duties 
attached to them, though we khow, that they 
could not hold livings without having .so¬ 
lemnly declared, that they Jell themselves 
called by the Holy Ghost to take upon them 

the ministry, of the Gospeh. -Ah! we are 

sad dogs, to complain of this, are we not ? 
We must be bitter enemies to the intC' 
grity and " puritf* of the'constitution,, 
must we not ? We must be resolutely bent 
upon shaking the foundations of citil li¬ 
berty and social order, must we not ?—Oh ! 
we are a sad “ de^Krate faction,** to expose 
as we did,the nakedness ef brother Btnaha 
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and brother Beassely and*brother ffMeara! however, may be of use; and, it is to be 
A sari factious crew to complain that bror hoped, that the men, who may thus sign 
thdh BE4kZEi,Y (who, by the by, was a Po- a paper, in which one part of the people 
pular Preacher too and a Gospel Minister) are pretty plainly called upon to array 
Jay so snugly behind the church after of- themselves, in all manner of ways against 
fering a bribe of 3,000/. when the poor the other part, will be remembered. This 
ignorant Tinman had been fined and im- preacher of peace and good will amongst 
prisoned for offering a bribe qf 2,000/. A men leaves us not at all in doubt as to his 
sad‘desperate faction to laugh at the loyal principles and views. Rather than there 
John Bowles's accounts and computations, should be a Reform, he would see the 
A sad desperate faction to expose the loyal country torn to pieces. Verily he has bis 
Dr. O’Meara, who, through the interest a reasons. He is no foul. Those are *the 
punk, got permission to preach before roy- fools, who not having the reasons which 
alty, and who took that occasion to inveigh he has, are induced to aid and assist in 

ugalnu factum principles. We are even his undertaking.-1 should like to be 

’vicked enough to remember this conduct able to ascertain what are this man’s real 
.in Dr. O'Meara; and, when we hear opinions with regard to what he is pleased 
any other loyal priest talking in the to call " a desperate faction.” Does he 
same strain, we take leave to entertain think, now, I wonder, that such men as 
very serious doubts as to his sincerity. Sir John Throgmorton, Mr. Goodlake, Mr. 

-But it seems, you are afraid of Buo» Hallett, Mr. marsh, Mr. Vines, Dr. Valpy 

naparte, and think that in order to pre- (for he is for reform too ;) does he really 
vent him from'adding England to the believe, that these are persons in t/r^erore 
rest of his conquests, it is necessary ** to circumstances, and that the whole body 
*' promote public union,” seeing that it is, of yeonten of the county of Berks, are in 
it your opinion, only by '' civil division” similar circumstances ? 1 should like to 

that we can be ruined. And so, you know what has really passed, in his head, 
think, then, of course, that r/te most likely upon this subject. 1 hear what he says; 
way to protnotepublic union is to get some, at'ooi I should like to.know what he thinks. 

least, qf ' your parishioners to sign a Declara^ -He is, I am told. Dean qf Canterbury. 

tiaa against the resi, to set some of them. How comes it, then, ^at the “ desperate 
at feast, at variance with others of them; *' faction” w'as sufihred, the other day, to 

»nd, in order the more efiectually to pro- prevail in that city ? It appears, that a 
mote union and make it durable, you are decided majority of that city are for a re- 
for having the names of some of your pa- form of parliament, and against the iin- 
orisliioners written down in a book, where" prisonraent of the people of England 
all the world may see them. In a W'ord, without trial and without oath made 
ill order to promote public union, you are against them. Why did not the Dean, 

. for calling out one part of the people to who now talks of “ a desperate faction,” 

“ defeat and crush” another part of the prevent that ? Why did he not go and 
people.. This is your way, is it, of pro- open bis subscription book at Canter- 
iqpting union ? Your way of promoting bury!—But, I wonder whether it be 
union, your way of preaching “ peace and possible for even this infatuated or enfu- 
good will amongst men;'' your way of riated Gospel Minister to believe, that the 
obeying theorders of your Master appears part of the people, who call for Reform, 
to be perfectly ne^. I mean your bea- is> “ desperate,” and so contemptible as 
venly Master; for, as to tha orders of to be " efiectually defeated and crushed” 
your earthly master, you,' no doubt, by the means that he and others like 
obey them in the common way. You him are putting in motion. If he really 
must, doubtless, meet your flock with does believes this, he is too far gone to 
great satisfaction .next Sunday, having be reasoned with ; otherwise I would 
' laboured so hard during the week to draw ask him WHO it is that has written Bur- 
forlh one part of them " effectually to de- *' i»ett fob ever” upon every wail and 
•‘feat and crush the other part!” But, paling, not only in and about .this im- 
Gospd. minister, how do you manage it, mense metropolis: but in every city, 
supposing any of the “ deaerate faction” town, village, and hamlet in the king- 
to be present ? To call them your dom. If this Gospqf Minister, or that 
'* Dearly beloved Brethren” would be ra- other man of the •• Celestial Uuction,'* 

tber inconsistent,-It is useless to say brother O'Meara, will*but take^ a trip 

any more upon such a subject. The names, into the codhtry in any direction. 



6751 J»OIJTICAL REGISTER.—JVb«fng»a« [S7fl 


North, East, South, or West, iRfey will find 
these words witten upon every place 
which is conspicuous, and on which 
they can be written. Now, I would 
ask Messrs. Andrews, O’Meara. Bowles, 
or Beazley, how this can have been 
done by « a desperate faction,” capa¬ 
ble of being “ efteciually defeeUed and 
*' crushed" by vestry associations. The 
Devil, they will say. is on oar side ; aye, 
but tiiat will not do ; iur, in that case, 
the blame lies with them, whose peculiar 
office it fs t 9 fight wi'h and keep down the 
Devil. IMessrs. O’Meara, Bow'les, and 
Beasley, should have kept the Devil in 
check. There was a Trench Alib6 (whose 
name I have now forgotten), who, some 
years ago, made a very good thing of 
writing about the ylnti-C/mstim Conspiracy. 
What if Gerard Andrewes were to apply 
the principie.s cf that work to the present 
times, and fnuke his political congregation 
believe, that such a conspiracy is now go¬ 
ing on in England ? In this way, he might 
account for the writing on the w^alls ; but, 
even then, he must give up his as{,ertion 
about the « faction” being " desperate." 

-Even then, he rtiiist give np the 

notion of the " faction” being a thinpf 
to be " efiectually drfeuted and crushed” 

by a vestry association.-The truth is, 

that the really " desperate faction” arc 
those, who oppose all reform, and the mfist 
desperate of them are those, who are now 
calling forth these countcr'assoeiations. 
These are really desperate; for, generally 
speaking, reform would sink them into 
their merited insignificance. The far 
greater part of them it would strip of the 
riches, which they have plundered from 
the public. To all such there can be no 
doubt that reform would he ruin. They, 
therefore, may well be tlionglit desperate; 
and, indeed, is it not a proof of despera¬ 
tion, when we see a man, whose office it is 
to preach and inculcate Peace and Cha¬ 
rity, coming forw ard, in Uie public prints, 
and, through the means of an advertise¬ 
ment, calling upon one part of the pari.sh- 
ioneis •' effectually to defeat and crush the 
other part?” If this indecent act be not 

a proof of detperaiitm, what is ?-Tlu)sfr, 

on the contrary, who are for reform, have 
about them none of the marks or motives 
of de.speration. They have estates or trades 
or talents or strength to labour. They de¬ 
pend upon resource that arc their oum. 
What, then, should make them desperate i 
They feel their bdrdens, and they also feel 
the insults of such men as Mr. Gerard An¬ 


drewes; but, they have nothing to gain fir 
reform, which would not be corniNonto afl 
their countrymen; while, on the o^er 
hand, there is no degree of civil commotion 
which must not be injurious to them.—— 
All this, however, the St. James’s preacher 
of peace on earth, and good will towards 
men, know)}, 1 dare s^y, full as well as any 
of us. But, as was before observed, he 
also knows, or fears, I imagine> that a 
reform in the House of Commons w ould 
not be favourable to his interests;; and, if 
this be his opinion, it is not very unna¬ 
tural in him to endeavour to cajole his pa¬ 
rishioners into an association against re¬ 
form, though it would be miserably foolisJ'. 
in them to be so cajoled. lie ntust be 
aware of the hatred and strife, which his 
project, if succe-ssfui, must create. This is 
what he cannot he ignorant of. He must 
he certain, that, in whatever degree his en¬ 
deavours are attended with socce.ss, haired 
and strife must he excited and kept up 
amongst his parishioners, t») promote peace 
and harmony amongst whom is his boun- 
tlen duty. Let the public judge, th"r’, 
between him and those whom he has the 
insolence to denominate a “ desperate fuc- 
“ tion.” 

• Nottingham M feting. -Here, too, 

I suppose, the Gospel ;Mini.sters will ^tell 
us that there was a •' dosperau; faction.” 
The Meeting, however, which took place 
on the yS)h of May, ap|»ears to have been 
_a most rc.<Spectable one. As full an ac- 
cnuiii as can possibly bo got shall be in¬ 
serted in the Register as soon as may he; 
hut, 1 could not aimit a notice (>f it this 
week, it is .so honourable to all the parties 
concerned; and especially as it affords a 
proof (which I am well pleased (o^lay be¬ 
fore my readers), that there are Clergy¬ 
men, who, .so far from acting the part of 
Gerard Andrews, have the virtue and 
courage to stand forward in defence of 

the rights and liberties of the people.- 

•The PetIt-on to the Honourable House 
was, upon this occasion, moved by a Cler¬ 
gyman. The report of the Proceedings 
states, that “ The Rev. Mr. Grundy ob- 
“ served, that, at the.request of several 
“ Gentlemen, it fell to his lot to propose 
“ and read the Petition to the House of 
“ Commons, praying for a Reform in the 
" Representation of the People. His wor- 
*• thy friend, Mr. Denison, who preceded 
•• him, had used so many able, eloquent, 
“ and powerful arguments in. favour of the 
“ measure, that it became unnecessary for 
•• him to address the Meeting at much 
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" length. HeMioald, htiwerer, advert to him, once more# read over hi* own Ad- 

<*<me o^two points# relative to John Gale vertisement, and blush at its contents.- 

" J^nes, and Sir Francis Burdett. It has " In a period of general depravity and 
" been said# that the people have no right to " corruption, when all classes are more or 
“ interfere# previous to the trial# which is ** less the slaves of licentiousness and vice# 
" to confirm# or deny the legality of their " and from some, viitue seems almost to 
" imprisonment. The House of Com- " have taken her flight# when private in- 
mons establish their right on precedent “ terest almost universally predominates 
• “ and privilege, bat no prAiedent, or “ oyer the public good# it requires no 
V usage, can empower them to do wrong; common degree of firmness and integrity 
" no usage can make that right# which is " to stand forth, and oppose the impetuous 
«illegal. There is a tendency in all “ torrent. In such circumsiances, th« 
" public bodies to be corrupt# and there- " man is rarely to be found# who can at 
“ fore# they should be narrowly watched. “ onoe resist the temptations «F wealth 
“ The question is no;v resolved into one “ and power, despise the taunts and ridi- 
"of two alternatives; either we are to " culc of those, who have sacrificed coa- 
^ have Reform conceded to us# or not. " science*at the shrine of interest, brave 
** If Reform, then are our Representatives “ the threats of those, who strive to crush 
deputies to do our business, and not im- “all opposition with the iron hand of 
“prison us; they are our servants, not “power, smile at the frown of adversity, 
“ our masters. If they claim the privi- “ and remain undaunted at the sight of 
lege of pettipg us in pnspn, I propose, “ the walls of a prison. But rare as is the 
that they shall also represent us there. “ discovery, we are willing fo hope and 
“ (Laughter and Applause.) If the alter- “ believe, that the pco|)le of England have 
native be not Rclbrm, the absolute ne- “ found such a man in you.—-In this dearth 
“ cessity of Reform cannot be depicted “ of Dflblic virtue, labouring under re- 
“ in too glowing colours.''—He said “.pealed disappointments, though uot yat 
much more ; but here is quite enough to “ sunk into despair, we naturally become 
answer the “Gospel Minister;” here i>^^ cautious in giving full credit to any 
quite enough to answer Gerard Andrewes “ man, until his iiflegrity has been tried# 
and .^phn Bowlqs and brother Beazley! “ and we have reason to believe that hi* 
Biother O’Mear^’would not have said so “private conduct corresponds with hi* 

. much, I dare say ; but, perhaps, the pub- “ public professions. From vvhat we have 
lie will be full as much inclined to repose *“ been able to learn of your private life, 
confidence in Mr. Grundy as in the man “the duties of the several relations in 
, of “ Celestial Unction,” whose •' lips w hich you stand to society, whether us 
" wei'e touched* W'ith the live coal from the “ landlord, husband, father, or friend, 

“ tdlar,” and who preached before roy- “ have been properly fulfilled. With the 
alty against Jacobins, having obtained per- “ greater confidence, therefore, we have 
mission so to do through the patronage of “ looked for a faithful discharge of your 
a punk, who was, at that sarrve time, sell- “ public duties, nor have our expectations 
ing cdhimissions in the army. Yes, the “ been hitherto disappointed. When by 
‘public will be, I imagine, full as much “ what is generally deemed a trifling 
disposed^ to confide in the advice of Mr. " sacrifice of principle, you might have 
Grundy as in that of any of these famous “ basked in the sun-shine of prosperity, 
Anti-jacobins; these . Abhorrers ; these “ you have chosen to weather the storms 
preachers of peace# who ‘are using the " of adversity, folded in the mhntle of in¬ 
most desperate efforts to se^ the people “ tegrity.—At one time live object of ge- 

together by the cars.-This conduct of neral odium, insulted by an infatuated 

Mr. Grundy an*d of some other clergymen, “ and misguided people, you shrunk not 
particularly at Cambridge, where they “ from the- field of duty to seek pqpular 
contributed their*full shyre to the defeat ^“applause. But at length, in^a great 
and disgrace of the Teller of the Exchequer, “measure through your inskruinentality, 
ViJI, 1 trust, preserve the respcht of the “ the eyes of the people are ■ipened, their 
people towards the Clergy, in spite of “ burdens have maile them feel? and their 
efforts like those of Gerard Andrewes, to “feelings have enlightened their under- 
whpm I would recommend the perusal of “ standings. They now see their r^al 
the’following ro Nir FrancM Burdett, " friends, and arc ready to dfer th< tr -ri- 

agreed upon at this most respectable meet- “ but.,*, of gratitude to,you 1 or yoi.i re- 
ipg# and when he has perused it let “ cent coudq^t# for ^ our firm siand in tie- 
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*' fence of the Liberties and Rights of Bri- 
*' tons accept ow unqualified thanks. But 
" gratifying as the expression of the appro* 
“ bation of your fellow-subjects must neces- 
" sarily be to your feelings, we trust that 
" you possess a much higher source of gra- 
" tification in the approbation of your own 
conscience. Go on, Sir, in your honour- 
“ able career. No effort is lost. Let us 
" not in this instance sutler disappoint- 
nient. So shall the virtuous part of 
** your fellow-.subjects revere and love 
" you, and the blessing of him, that was 
“ ready to perish, shall come upon you.” 

■-The Mayor of Nottingham called this 

Meeting; be gave his approbation of its 
object; an AldermaA presided as chairman; 
the petition was proposed by a CltTf(y~ 
man: and yet, perhaps, Gerard will 
have the insolence to tell us, that this 
Meeting was made up of men belong¬ 
ing to " a desperate faction.'* - -One 

cannot read these Addresses without look¬ 
ing back, at every step, to the debates 
upon the subject of the commitment to 
the Tower, Mr. Wilbeuforce, who,^be it 
borne in mind, was for reprimanding Sir 
Francis?, said, that if sent to the Tower, 
he would be issuing his infiammatory letteA' 
thence; and so said Mr*. Ponsonby. How 
mnchdeceived they were! What? Did they 
imagine, then, that he was going to a sort 
of state that would dispose his mind to 
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth ?' 
The situation of Sir Francis is not calcii^ 
lated to excite angiy and uneasy feelings. 
Little did Messrs. Wilberforce and Pon¬ 
sonby imagine, that his time would be so 
much taken up with the receiving and the an¬ 
swering qf Addresses! Little, alas! did they 
imagine this, when they talked of his 
issuing of his puhlications from the Tower ! 
Little did Mr. Wilberforce imagine, that 
he himself laould be requested to awts/ at the 
carrying up of an Address to the man, 
whom he vpted (ot reprimanding; but, this 
is, 1 understand, very likely to be the 

case.-Aye, in spite of Gerard An- 

drewes and John Bowles, and such like 
people, the cause of Reform will triumph. 
There is nothing but precipitancy on the 
part of Us advocates that can defeat their, 
views. I, therefore, conclude here, as I 
have done upon so many termer occasions, 
admonishing the friends of Reform to 
avoid haste as they would avoid destruc¬ 
tion ; to be cool and considerate in all 
their proceedings; ind never jto suffer' 
themselves to be ihurried into resentful 
acu, into acts of violence of any sort,, by 
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the malice and calumnies oi' their foes. 1 
trust, that no attempt will be ,piad6’ tt> 
form any Clubs or Associations, which, 
though their object might be good, would 
be sure to afford a handle for misrepre¬ 
sentation. Let all be open; allpu&lac; all 
in a legal and constitutional way, in form 
as well as in substance; and, if, in the 
end violence", of whatever sort it maybe, 
does come, let it, for God’s sake, comu 
from our enemies, who are also the great¬ 
est enemies of the kingly government and 
of the family upon the throne. ‘ 

N. B. I dill intend to insert an article 
upon the nefarious •attempt to assassinate 
the Duke of Cumberland ;• and also upoi]^ 
the fearful prospect of thd Wheat-Crov, ^ 
which, unless timely precautions be taken, 
will, in my opinion, expose the country 
to most awful calamities; but, as I wish 
tp do justice to both subjects, 1 must post- 
one them till next week.——1 cannot, 
owever, help observingi with respect to 
the latter, that 1 hope the' ministers will, 

I in time, take care to scciere supplies of 
I wheat from the Continent of Europe, apd 
to keep it in hand nil winter; for, from very 
extensive information, I give it as my de- 
[(Cidiid opinion, that NOT ONE HALF SO 
MUCH WHEAT WILL BE GROWN 
THIS YEAR AS WAS GROWN.LAiiT 
YEAR; and, it is well jinown, that Ikst 
year’s was a short crop. I am of opinion^ 
that one eighth part, or thereabouts, of all 
the wheat land is actually ploughed up; 
Sind that not more than half or, at most,, 
two thirds of the gy'omd ii covered of that 

which is not ploughed up. -Such being 

the prospect, every thing should be done, 
that can be done, to secure a supply of 
■wheat from the continent of Europe; and 
the sooner it is set about the beiterl 

W«. COBBETT. * 
London, 8th June, 1810. 


Resolutions, Petition®, Remonstrances, 
Sfc. on iA^Libeety of the Subject and 
PARLlAMENtABY KeFORM, 1810. 

BERKSHIRE MEETING. 

On Tuesday the 5 th inst. a most numer¬ 
ous and respectable Meeting of the Free¬ 
holders of the county of Berks was held 
at the Town Hall inReading, Peter Green, 
esq. the High-Sheriff‘of the County, in the 
Chair, who addressed the Meeting, and 
requested of them to consider their pwn 
dignity, by giving every Gentleman, how¬ 
ever his opinions might happen to differ 
from their own, a fair and equal hearing. 


POLITICAL KElGl^rm.-‘Laferty<f the Subject, 
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Sir John TMiA:>GDtoKTo{i then came for- 
w%r*d.an(ji addressed the Meeting. He 
beg^ by observing, that the circum¬ 
stances mentioned in the requisition of 
the imprisonment of Mr. Jones and sir F. 
Burdett, were fresh in the resoUection of 
all who beard him. Mr. G. Jones had 
been imprisoned, because that in exercis¬ 
ing the right of diseflssing the*conduct of 
our Representatives, he bad reflected upon 
the conduct not of the House of ('ommons, 
bnt of a member in that House. Mr. 
Jones hdd had the boldness to disapprove 
of Mr. Yorkers shutting the gallery ; and 
because he had ventured to object to the 
qpnduct of one of their members, the 
Jiouse of Commons had sent him to New¬ 
gate. The question arising out of this 
was of no small moment; it was, whether 
privilege, as it was called, was not only 
power, but a power above, beyond, antj 
contrary to tha known law of the land; 
for if any tribunal whatever really pos¬ 
sessed ibe mysterious and indefinite power 
of sending whom they pleased, and for 
wJlj^at ofience they pleased, to im{)risun- 
ment without trial—if there was in Jting- 
land such a power, then he had no hesita¬ 
tion in saying, that there was an enti to^ 
the liberties of the country—(applauses)* 
Bat b 34 what analogy could such a poiW'r 
be'said to exist ?r“Go to the highest au¬ 
thorities in the realm, examine the nature 
of their proceedings, and where would 
they find any thing like the assumption of 
.siich a powW? Where would they find* 
any thing so arBitrary, so opposite to the 
true spirit of the constitution, as con¬ 
demnation without trial, and punishment 
without conviction ? (applauses.) If the 
House of Commons had been libelled, the 
l^w gave them their remedy; in every 
other case of allcdged libel the accused 
was not hurried to immediate punishment 
because his accuser said that it was a libel 
(applauses); in evory other case of oflence 
imputed to an English subject, punish¬ 
ment did not go hand in hand with the 
accusation—it difl not go before the con¬ 
viction of crime, but followed it (ap¬ 
plauses.) But it had been contended, that 
those privileges were for the protection of 
the people ; this might be a true position, 
and if so, it would b9 rather difficult to 
persuade the people that the privilege of 
imprisoning them at discretion wasrall the 
time a privilege for the benefit of the 
people (laughter and applause.) But these 
privileges must operate either against the 
people or against the crown; they had 
proofs how effectually they could be 


fSB2! 

brought to bear against the people, but 
what Were they against the crown ? 
Nothing.-~Suppose that the House of 
Commons and the crown happened unfor¬ 
tunately to be at variance, this he ad¬ 
mitted to be a mo.st improbable supposi¬ 
tion, but in such a case he contended, that 
the House would have no power to im¬ 
prison ; suppose the person ordered into 
custody should in such circumstances re¬ 
sist, the Speaker and Serjeant might go 
and endeavour to execute the warrant, 
but would one single constable stir in 
obedience to it? Was it likely that the 
KingVould, in the case he bad supposed, 
call out hjs constables, his magistrates, his 
army, to act against himself.—(Applauses.) 
The House of Commons could never carry 
their warrant into effect in case of resist¬ 
ance, but by the aid of the King; so that 
their boasted privilege, that existed but for 
the benefit of the people, was iigainst the 
people a formidable, because undefined 
power, but against the crown was a mere 
dead letter. (Applauses.) But how had 
tlie I(^onse acted since the late instances 
of-e.xercisiiig this e.xtraordinary power ? 
Had they not ever since proceeded in 
iSfBcli a manner as proved that they them¬ 
selves entertained serious doubts of the 
legality of what they had done. Debates 
alter debates upon tlih que.stion, whether 
they were justified in the measures they 
nad previously adopted? They act first, 
jpid deliberate afterwards; they first ex¬ 
ercise a most extraordinary power, and 
then they fall to debate, whether they 
w'ere warranted in the exercise of it.—(Ap¬ 
plauses.) How anxious have they been 
ever since that period in the hunt of old 
precedents to justify their looking in every 
quarter, even ransacking the drawers of 
dead Judges of private opinions that 
never were given in judgment; and after' 
all their researches—after all their high 
language of being above, or iitdependent 
of every other Court, we found their 
Speaker pleading at the bar of one of 
those very Courts, of which they affect to 
be so independent. But the truth was, 
that these inconsistencies were of them- 
.selves a proof that the House was in error, 
since such were uniformly* the conse¬ 
quence of error accompanied by a blind 
obstinacy to continue in it. He trusted, 
however, that the effect produced upon 
the public mind by the conduct of the 
present House of Commons, would operate 
as a salutary lesson Ur every future one, 
and make them more cautious how they 
commit jihemselves in an unnatural con- 
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tcitt with their Constituents. (Applauses.) 
He would there beg leave to say one word 
upon the subject oV the Counter Declara¬ 
tions. He should not now cnmineiit upon 
what proportion those Counler-resolution- 
ists bore to the general sense of ihcdillcrcnt 
places where they had appeared ; he had 
understood there had been even a Counter 
Declaration to a vestry-meeting in St. 
George’s Parish, (Laughter.) This, how¬ 
ever, he would say, that he had observed 
with pleasure, that however those Counter 
Declarations diflered from them upon 
other subjects, they all agreed as to the 
absolute necessity of some Reform In the 
state of the Representation. (Applauses.) 
He was sorry, however, to see ‘that some 
of them went so far as to impute improper 
motives to those who differed with them 
upon other points—this they had no right 
to do; they had said that those who dif¬ 
fered from^ them wished to bring the House 
of Commons into contempt. Such had 
never been his wish; he thoiig'it an 
House of Commons a most efficient branch 
of the Legislature, and the best and ^p mest 
bulwark of the liberties of the people. 
He should always wish to see the people 
looking to it with unabated confidence, V”. 
the honest and zealoi!is guardian of their 
rights and property. The sentiment he 
felt towards the House of Commons was 
rather one of i egret than «>f contempt. 
He felt upon t!<cir recent conduct as h8 
would have done upon tin; defection of a 
friend whom he had long trusted—as a 
child would at the nnjustifiahle rigour of 
a parent (Applause.s.) TJie House had 
treated them ill; they did not despise 
them for having done .so, but they could 
not help regretting it. But this objection 
could be easily answered. If the House 
of Commons did its duty—if they proved 
themselves the vigilant guardians of t!ie 
public purse—the unwearied prosecutor 
of all public abuses; the relentless foe of 
all public’peculators, be their rank or con¬ 
nexions what they might; if they .shewed 
themselves at all times eager to detect and 
punish every attempt to barter their Repre¬ 
sentation ; if they did all this, it would 
be a v^in attempt, to try to bring thenj 
into contempt, for it would be impossible to 
do so (Loud applauses.) But, as they now 
stood, cAuld their warmest advocate say 
that they,.cxpressed the sense of the people? 

• Did they express that sense when they 
refused to proceed against Lord Castle- 
reagh, for attempting to barter a seat in 
their House for a writersbip ? (Cries of 
Ko, no.) Did they express th^ sense of 


the people when;upona silbsequantchnrge 
of selling Seats in that House, ^hey. 'vin¬ 
dicated themselves by the defence, ^^hat 
such a practice was “ as notorious at th« 
sun at noon day .■■” Did they express the 
sense of the people whom they acquitted 
the then Commander in Chief of all know¬ 
ledge of, or connivance at, certain corrupt 
practices Which were proved beyond a 
doubt at their bar ? (applauses)—or, to 
give but one instance more, did they ex¬ 
press the sense of the people when they 
refused to censure the Ministers'who had 
sent out our armies to perish in Waicheren, 
but had even the boldness to approve of 
their conduct? No, they not only 
such iiLslances did nut e'xpress the sense 
of the people, but the very opposite o^ 
that sense. And to what other source 
was this wide difterence between the peo¬ 
ple and their representatives to be traced 
'but to that of the faulty jstate of the Re¬ 
presentation ? (Applauses.) Indeed, it 
could not be otherwise, when it w'as known, 
that a great majority of that Hou.se was 
returned to Parliament by a one hundred 
and seventieth part of the male population 
paying taxes; that individuals sent 
lo7 members to that House ; and that 150 
,iiiore were sent by the nomination of 70 
povt'erful individuals, sp that J54 jfiatrons 
sent a decided iiiajoiity that Honoura¬ 
ble House. Sucli circumstances must jpr 
deed have the eflect of making them an 
easy prey to the artful, and a ready pur¬ 
chase for the wealthy. A Reform, a mo¬ 
derate Rpforrq, brought ubout by temper¬ 
ate and f-on^titutiuiial means, must be the 
object of every rational man woo loved 
the Constitution. He wished for nothing 
rush: nothing intemperate; and those 
Countcr-resolutiunists had no righl to im¬ 
pute as t!ie rautit'cs that aciua’cd his con¬ 
duct, objects which, of all others, he wts 
the most anxiou.s to defeat. So far was 
he from promoting pepular outrage, that 
be should take the most effectual means to 
defeat it; and when the people demanded 
what they had a right to, he thought that 
the best means to prevent commotion, was 
to concede to them what they so justly 
demnnded.—Could that'House of Commons 
be radically right, that for so long a time 
spoke a' language directly opposite to the 
real sentimeiitsHif the people ? He knew 
that the House of Commons had been, 
till lately, the organ of the real sentiments 
of the people, but no one could deny' that 
they had not been so, at least for the last 
two years—no man would have the con¬ 
fidence to say that they spoke the senti' 
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meats of lhe>r <^onstituen{s on the subject charge of Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. 
of the Dnke of York’s Inquiry ; on the John Gale Jones, and that the proceed- 
cha^e of the sale of seats; or on the ac- ings respecting them be expunged ft'om 
quittal of Ministers in the conduct of the the Journals of the House. 

Walcheren expedition; or, rather, what Mr. Good lake ruse to second the mo- 
honest man was there who could deny that tion. It was altogether unnecessary for 
they liad. As he had already said, spoke a him to add one word in confirmation of 
language contrary to the real^sentiments the most able and constitutional speech 
of the people f He*therefore would pro- which they had just heard (applauses), 
f/ose to them a Petition to tiie House of He merely rose to state, that in every 
Commons, in favour ofRcfunn ; it W'as sentiment that fell from the Worthy Ba- 
n*ot his intention to dictate to the House, ronet, he had his full and entire conQpr- 
thc mahher of Reform. The first thing re.nce. He agreed with him fully, that 
was to get them so far to open their eyes with respect to the question of Privilege, 
to the real interest of the country, as to as stated by him, if such a vague and 
rcknowlcdge t’-e necessity of i^ But, he indefinite^ power did exist, there was an 
.would, hovveve?', venture to give it as his end to the liberties of the country (ap- 
opinion, that certain boioughs ought to be plauses). If the rights of the subject 
abolished, and that Pariiaments ought to could be met and defeated, by a power 
be triennial. This opinion was warranted that nobody understood and every one 
by the best times of their history, thp must implicitly obey, he repeated that 
reigns of Queen Anne and William the there w as an end to the liberty of the sul)- 
third were proverbially glorious, and jeet. This privilege, it si'enicd, was a 
throughout tholse reigns England had none mysterious soinetlmi*; that nobody could 
but Triennial Parliaments. At the .same define, and yet nobody was to dare t|> 
Jijyie he deferred in this point to the supe- dispute! With respect to the question of 
riur wisdom of the [.egislature. He then reform, he agreed equally witli the worthy 
repeated his sense of the necessity of tern- Baronet upon thi.s head as upon t he other 
perance and moderation in their pnrsui^!**—that st.ate of Representation could not be 
of the constitutional objects they had iv right, when such i! County as the County 
view ^ their cause was too good to be»in- of Berks returned no more Members than 
jufod by any ^Tiing but violence. He the Borough of <Md Sarum. (Applauses.) 
•therefore besought them to avoid giving As to the Coumer-rcsolulionisls they might 
the enemies of the Constitution the *<lefy them, and the whole tribe of Abhor- 
least pretence for objecting to their zea- j'ers and Alai mists. By a steady, but 
» lous efforts in behalf «*f the Constitution? peaceable pei severance in the cause of 
chargesoftumifft and disorder (applause.s.) Reform, they who .sought to restore the 
The Hon. Bart, then concluded with mov- Constitution to its original strength and 
ing that the Petition which he held in iiealth, were belter filends to it than those 
his hand to the House of Commons, should who would connive at that corruption, 
be read. It was read accordingly, and after that im-st ultiinalely destroy it. (Loud 
.referring to a similar petit ion presented to and continued applauses.) He concluded 
the House on the. Oih of May, 1793, by exhorting the M-ctiiig to prove, by 
and contrasting a resolution of the House their peaceable demeanour, a temper 
entered upon their Journals in 1779, worthy of the great caii.se in which they 
which stated tha* it was highly criini- were embarked. (Applauses.) 
iial f<»r any Minister or Miii|jiter.s, or any Mr. GoLniNC then rose. He expressed 
servant of the Crown, ditectly or indi- his reluctaii. e to ohirii.le him»elf on their 
rectly, to iinkf n>e of the power of his notice, hut he fi It it his duty on the pre- 
office in order to influence the election of sent occasi<in, to state lii.s grounds of ob- 
Members of Parliament, and that every at- jection to their present proceedings. He 
tempt to exercise that influence was an, was first of all dissatisfied with the man- 
attack upon the dignity, honour, and inde- ncr in which the Meeting liatl been called, 
pendence of that House.” After contrast- The term inhabitaius had beeii^uiinecessa- 
ing the above resoluUoit of 1779 with the rily introduced. He did not* object to' 
subsequent resolution of the House last that term, from any want of renpeet to the 
yejir on the charges preferred against general inhabitants of the county ; but 
Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Perceval, the after ^hey had fiientioned the Clergy, 
Petition proceeded to pray for a Parlia- Gentry, and Freeholsiers of the county, 
mentary Reform. There was another Pe- what could they mean by the inhabitants, 
titiou read afterwards, praying the dis- except such as were entitle^ to no voice; 
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such as had not even a house over their any other Court. Wbetller they legally 
heads. The Clergy and Freeholders were have that power or not is now ? ^uaslifln 
all that were accustomed to vote on such before another Court, and now waits ?*. de¬ 
occasions, and why invite the inhabitants cision. He would say, however, that if 
under so vague a denomination ? On the they have it not, they ought to have it. 
same principle they might call on all the Reform was the second part of the ques- 
paupers in the county to attend. He tion now before them, and on this subject 
meant no dikespect to the lowest man in he would not altogether deny the grounds 
the county; bespoke only with respect of complaint that were made. 'That there' 
to the principle, and no man would con- was improper influence in the House df 
tend that every inhabitant was to have a Commons, be readily allowed [Ap- 
voice at a County Meeting. The grand plauses] ; but who were to blame for this’? 
object for which they had met he con- It was the people themselves. TSe means 
ceived to bd twofold, the imprisonment of of Reform were in their own band [No, 
Sir r. Burdett and John Gale Jones, by No]. Why did they send such men to 
the Legislature. He complimented the Parliament? [The People do not sen^ 
wmrthy Baronet on the constitutional them.] He had no objection that there, 
speerh he had made, which must, in his should be more voters than there now 
opinion, be approved by every friend of were; but against universal suffrage, if 
the King, the Commons, and the Country, they meant that, he must enter his do- 
—'Ihe worthy Baronet, however, had said, qided protest. In adverting to the rotten 
that no man w'ould come forward to op- boroughs, he contended, - that the man 
pose openly and honestly the measures who paid 4 or 5,0001. for his se^t was as 
proposed, but those who did not approve, likely to do his doty as the'manthat came 
withdrew into corners and vestries to give in by flattering the people [Murmurs] and 
room for the expression of llieir/enti- by means of bribing [some expressionsoif 
ments. It might be so that some might applause]. He allowed that men holding 
deliver their opinions in vestries, and he pensions,places, and sinecure offices, ought not 
saw no more harm in this than in deliveV'^'pfo haxx a vote in the House qf Commons; but 
ing their opinions in council chambers, it was necessary, he contended, that'°place- 
(which, he believed, had been the case in miAi should be there, and though hermight 
this county). (A partial laugh). The refuse such men a vote, hr would not have 
great reason of his presenting himself to, them excluded from the House.—(C<,n » 
the meeting on this occasion, was to shew siderable applause.)—He would not give 
that he f ould openly avow his opinion, and his assent to the first Petition that had 
that he was not disposed to skulk into any been proposed, becau.se the measure, he < 
corner, in the honest and candid declare- thought, was premature.' There was a 
ration of his sentiments. He was happy doubt on the subject between the first law 
to liear the sentiments avowed by the let- authorities, and why should they'take on 
ter of their worthy representative, Mr. C. themselves to decide the question ?—When 
Dundas, because they would be the best Lawyers disagreed, was it for th,em to 
argument be could oner in favour of his step forward and decide the question?, 
own. That hon. gent, had declined giving He admitted the overwhelming power of 
any opinion on the subject of Sir Francis Ministers to carry any question to be an 
Burdett's imprisonment, as the affiiir was evil, but this evil did not arise, lie con- 
now pending before a legal tribunal, tended, from the mode <of representation. 
This was precisely his own objection to but from thf influence that Ministers na- 
any interference on the subject. The turally had from the situations they oc- 
question was still at issue, and it did not cupied. 

become them to anticipate the decision of > Mr. Hallett said, that the subject 
the law. But were they to anticipate the having already been before them, twice 
question/ he would ask if the Legislature at Abingdon and' here, and be having on 
of the country was to be insulted at plea- those occ|uiionB expressed his sentiments, 
sure, withqut having any means of redress, he did hot think k necessary to detain 
' except appealing to a Court of Law, to an them long by arty thing he could now 
inferior Court? You say otherwise there offer; the worthy' Gentleman had said, 
would be an end to our liberties; but I that tiiey were wrong in calling the inhe* 
say that there would th*us be an end to all ' bitants; but such he thought was the im- 
order and legislationt The House ofCom- portant question, that every man who paid 
mons ought to have the power of support- taxes had a right to express his opinion 
ing its own^dignity, without restating to and to be heard. [Mr. Golding here 
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explairted; he fsiid, he did not complain 
o'^ people being called who paid taxes,: 
but of th# people being invited who paid 
no fexes, as was actually the case by in¬ 
viting all the inhabitants, which he had 
argued was unconstitutional.] 

Mr. Haliett continuing, observed, 
that the worthy Gentleman had admitted 
that,all those payinAtaxes ought to have 
a.voice, and he would ask, where is the 
person that does not pay taxes ?—(A laugh 
apd applause.) 1 am sure, if there are 
any sucl^ in this Hall, they will have no 
objection to withdraw. The Gentleman 
has stated, that the question of privilege 
is now before a Court of Law, and we 
hjtve nothing tot. do with it. Were they 
to be deprived of their personal liberty 
without inquiry ? Were they to be de¬ 
prived of the right of Trial by Jury with¬ 
out opening their mouths against it (loud 
applause.) Was the present a time to de.’ 
prive the people of their rights when so 
formidable an fnemy had over-run the 
whole of Europe, not more by his arms 
than the corruptions and oppressions of 
the Governments he had subdued ? (Ap- 
lause.) That the House of Commons 
ad a right to some degree of privilege he 
would admit ; that they had a right to*' 
remove all obstructions to their proceej)-* 
inga Whs undoubted, but this privilege 
was never intendfbd to be given them for 
trU Indulgence of spleen and passion. 
They were the same as a Magistrate in 
similar cases. Suppose I am a Magistrate | 
%nd meet with,any obstruction in the 
regular exercise of my duty, I would 
certainly* issue out a warrant and impri¬ 
son, bnt 1 would admit the party to bail, 
that he might be legally tried. It was a 
first principle that no man ought to be 
judge in his own cause. The House of 
Commons had acted precipitately, and so 
much waS he persuaded of this, that he 
had no doubt, were it to be done again, 
many of them woulcl vote otherwise than 
they had at tirst done. To make any law 
binding on the subject, the whole of the 
Legislature was* necessary—the King, 
Lords, and Commons; but here the House 
. of Commons came forward^ to make a law 
for themselves. They claimed a privilege 
which they admitted to be undefined, 
and still more, which tliey, said was unde- 
finable.—(A laugh.) This privilege they 
exercked against the people, who, pro¬ 
perly speaking, were themselves. In¬ 
stead of claiming it as a means of resisting 
the Crown, they claimed it against the 
people. The King might as well employ 


an armed force to take Windsor, his own 
property, as the House of Commons de¬ 
clare war against the people (Applause.) 
He was persuaded the King did not know 
what was preparing. There were people 
who employed the King’s name without 
having his sanction. The avenues to the 
Throne were shut by Ministers. The 
Petition of the City of London was not 
permitted to be presented to his Majesty, 
because it was alledged he was blind. 
But did it follow because he was blind 
that he was deaf also ? Might not the pe¬ 
tition have been read to him? But this 
would have been too much. How was it 
to be expected that persons would read to 
him their *own condemnation—that those 
who wished to preserve his Royal ear 
would read to him facts against iherasclves 
that he might not have heard ? Expect¬ 
ing such a .service as this, from Ministers, 
would be like requesting a man who had 
a blind master, to read to that 'master an 
unfavourable description of bis character, 
at the moment he was expecting a new 
place, OP some increase of wages for his 
faithfol services (a laugh.) He believed 
the House of Commons had already^ too 
^any privileges, without claiming any* 
other. They had tlie high and dignified 
privilege 'of not paying their debts and of 
cheating their honest creditors. That 
they might be free to discharge their Par- 
fianientary duty, and to give their votes 
in the House on any occasion, he would 
, admit that such a privilege might be ne¬ 
cessary during the Session of Parliament, 
but surely there could be no occasion fur 
the extension of such a privilege beyond 
the Session, unless for the precise purpose 
of defrauding their creditors. "Why were 
they not to be seized, like any other 
men, as soon as the Session was 
over ? Their imprisonment during the 
recess could not prevent their voting, and 
therefore their boasted privilege could 
be looked only as the meaAs of de¬ 
frauding some honest industriou.s creditor 
(Loud applause.) They claimed privileges 
of such high and political importance, that 
no country could be safe to grant tiiera. 
They wished to be set above the law, while 
the people, at the same time, w'ere not 
to be informed of the extent of their 
claims. Had Sir Francis Burdett ^ot 
the Serjeant at Arms when breaking into 
his house, and consequently been called 
before a Criminal Court to answer for the 
murder ;*and had Lor^ Ellenborough,. or 
any other Judge said, that the Jury were to 
decide on the murder, but not to anquire 
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tvhelher the breaking open of the house Crown had very much increased, ahd yet 
wax right or wrong, as that was a case did not wish to deprive the Crown of qny 
they could not decide on by law, being of its present advantages. I domotVisn 
connected with the privileges of the either. Sir, to deprive the Crown of #niy 
House of Cofuinoiis; what would a Jury of its advantages, but I do not wish to see 
ill this case have done ? He couM not an- a privilege arrogated by the House of 
swer for others, but had he himself been Conuuuns that may become an instrument' 
one of the Jury on such an occasion, he in the hands of any corrupt or'profligate 
would have told him that they must take Minister tv oppress people. He be- 
the, fact into consideration. They did not lieved Sir F. Burdott ro be a very worthy 
know all the l.ivv bonks that had been writ- and indeed exemplary man, and his whole 
ten, but they know MjgnaCliarta. Hede- political life had liiiherto shewn him so. 
precated the reflections and language He had been accused of wisjiing the 
(hat had been thrown odt against persons cursed leaves to be lorn out of the Red 
advocating the cause of reform.—H« took Book, as if he w’isbed to destroy the King 
his iiilbrniaiion fiom the newspapers only; and our Constitutioh, the army and navy, 
and j idging from them, it 'appeared and the whole establishmepl. But this b;,- 
that persons asking for reform, were a no means followed. 'I'here W'ere some* 
weak, despicable crew, in the language of useful leaves in the Red Book, which no 
Mr. t'annmg, “ too weak to be feared, and man would wish to have lorn out, but 
too CO itempiible to be dangerous."—He there were also, it must be admitted, 
did not wish to wage a war of recrimina- cursed leaves in that book. [He had one 
tion, but He had not taken up the first io liis pocket, which he here produced.] 
stoiic. He would ask Mr. Canning what I will shew you one curs'ed leaf. Here is 
were the men he had associated with, and one in which wc have Mr. Hunt receiving 
what company he had kept ? Among the so much of the public money, not for du- 
first, they found Lord Melville then ties performed, but to give him an jip- 
John Bowles; then Mr. Villiers, a very portuniiy of plundering the public. This 
loyal man no doubt; and then Mr. Hunt, new opinion. It was said before, 

who had fled the kingdom, after plunder-'''by Mr. Burke and Mr. Dimniug, who had 
ing the Public Treasury. Such’were the ‘’complained of the increase of the Red 
crew that Mr. Canning had associated with. Book, and the conscqubnl increasi? of ,the 
and whose robberies, Mr. Perceval was so influence of the Crown.* He here exbi- 
deiicate as to call a misapplication of ths bited, as a proof of this assertion, 
public money. What were they to thitik diflerent Red Books, during a period of 
of this mild and softened term :' If any fifty j ears. The first contained only 155 
man had a servant who ran away with his the .'t-cond 27'J, apd pages, too, of 

treasure, would he call that a misapplica- a large magnilude; while the third, that 
tion of tiis money instead of a robbery? of 1810, cmiLained 31)5 pages, which was. 
What would they think of a person com- during filly a ears, an increase of 210 
ing to that bar, which was a Court of Ju.s- pages, besides a huge appendix that had 
tice, accused of having picked his neigh- been publislied ilii-. year, thougl\ not by 
hour’s pocket, who should say that he public anthoritv, and which contained •»» 
had only misapplied a li-Ule of his neigh- many pagis as the original Red 

hour’s money : people might employ Book. He did not mean, by speaking iu 
what means they pleased, but for his own this way, to condemn .all the leaves in 
part he wbuid declare eternal war against the Red Book, but 'amid so great and 
such misappliers. They say we wish to rapid an»increase, how many cursed 
degrade all public men, but what motive leaves must there be, and on a review of 
can 1 have for doing so ? 1 have no room the book, who could not pojnt out some 
to’be dissatisfied; 1 want nothing. The leafi nay, many leaves of this description 
truth is» they degrade themselves by their —Had the people been properly repre- 
couduct. 'We shall willingly, however*, sented, such leaves, he was confident, 
forget the past, if they will now raise would never have existed.—With re.spect 
themsel(^s and pursue a line of conduct to Parliamentary Reform, who could 
that will entitle them to the public esteem, deny its nece'siiy, when they saw to 
His dislilcc to many public men was, that what purposes a seat in the House of 
their professions out of office were so dif- Coininuns was applied? Every man in 
ferent from their ^practice when'in office. Parliament wiio had a son in the navy 
Mr. B^nkes, in the House of Commons, must have a ship for him, and this was 
bad admitted that the infiucBce of the only to be had by voting with the. Minis- 
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ter. The system was .bad, and what 
therefore were tliey to expect from indi- 
viuuaTk who ’went into Parliament under 
the ilifluence of such a system. The de¬ 
cayed boroughs were considered as so 
much personal property, and it was con¬ 
tended, that if abolished, they ought to be 
paid for. t)f trro evils he should certain- 
Iv choose the least, would therefore ra¬ 
ther pay for them, at the same time, at the 
public expence, than not have them abol¬ 
ished; but at the same time, as the pos¬ 
session was illegal and uiiconsiituiional, 
be saw no reason for any compensation. 
A man living on the coast, vi’here smiig- 
glnig had formerly been carried on, to a 
considerable amount, might as well plead 
fijr cuinpensatioii. now that smuggling was 
more strictly picvfii'ed. In th«^ Borough 
of Reading, it was 11 ut^, that im person 
could dictate to iliem, but in tli fS- rolteii 
Borouglis the propricto, could s«-nd iip» 
wlioiii he pleased, even Mr Cli.tries 
Yorke, who womtfg^t .idunssloii no vihere 
else. (Bond Applause.) 

l)it. V.^LPv then adilre-ssed the Meetirii^. 
He-^roposcd in the Meeting the necessity 
of hearing every man, and was alVani tiial 
tin proposition he meant to sidiiiiii might 
not meet with universal appiobation.^ 
biollung, however, l.tiulil de* u liim liom* 
deC^arirtg his serif,meiits. 'I’liey mi fit 
hi-ss linn, bin he boped they woulil he r 
hlffn;*'* 'I'he Gist petition, as i* ii w st'inil, 
he conld not sign, and had riiu-e' to Jo 
so at a Meeting ut the B rongh. He ad- , 
tniUed that the IJousc miotit not bi war¬ 
ranted ill the ci aiiiiUnV'iu ol (iaie .tones, 
but his opinion was vtrj’ dilltrent w'th 
re.spect to Sir I. Bnidcit. The. House, he 
coiilcnded, liul a power over its own 
Memlieipt, atnl th' rtd’oie he trusted, as an 
amendment, that tin- name of Sir F. Ber- 
dett be left out of the Petition, in as mariy 
places as* that name octairs. He con 
denined Sir F. Burdett, and some of his 
friends, for sliewint^ so much indifference 
respecting persons in power., This he did 
the more, as every day of the present Ad¬ 
ministration was adding calamity to the 
country.—What w’cre they to expect 
. from men who had professedly come into 
power on so unchristian and uncharitable 
principles, depriving one-fourth of their 
fcHaw-citizens of their tfivU rights, on ac¬ 
count pf their religion. He never though* 
with such an unauspicious commerv .- 
xrientt that they could or would come to 
good. He then went into a history of 
their administration, and of the conduct 
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of their late campaigns, which entailed so 
much misery and disgrace on the country- 
He confessed tliat it was his wish to see 
lord Grenville, lord Grey, and such men 
as them in power, fiom whose talents and 
well know n principles some good might 
he expected. He conciutled by repeat¬ 
ing his amendment, and was listened to 
through the whole of his speech with the 
grt.ut(st attention, though not always ap- 
firoved. lie had been used to be against 
Parliamentary Reform, but the experience 
of the last few years had taught him the 
necessity of it. it was not so,much Re¬ 
form tjtey wanted as Rc.sloratton. 

A Gentlt-man, whose name we did not 
learn, urgwd strongly the necessity ol una¬ 
nimity as the best defence lliey could 
oflt-r against their im,jlacabk enemy. It 
was on this ground ih,it he wishetl to see 
a Rctinni in Parliament, and that lie 
should give his support to both of the pe¬ 
titions. Hmmapaite was a i'ormidable 
eiu iny, but donir.stic corruption was still 
moie so. Willi re.spetl to lord Grenville 
and his iiriend.s, he dni not see that they 
(lid atft thing whin formerly in power, 
cxceiit raise the inrooie ia.\. (Aiiplau.se.) 

iMu. H. M vii.'-ii Mipfioflei! the two Peti- 
"fi<>n.s, and the object for which the Meet¬ 
ing hati hecii caiieil. He dviiied that the 
people had the power^of correefing a cor- 
r 'pi House of Commons in their own 
hands, when it was cor-sitlcrcd what a 
small luimber of electors thcie were com- 
^iiared with the great body of the people, 
ant. .• w great a nnmber were returned by 
iiiU rests quite difierenI frtiin ibose of the 
people. He w.is ghul that gentlemen had 
been patently heard on both sides, and 
thought the Meeting' indebted to the 
wortliy genileman (Mr. Golding) ■ who 
had stood forward in so open and manly a 
manner to declare his sentiments. lie 
believed if the grc?‘. body <if llie people 
had it i:v. ry where in i-iieir power to vote 
ill electi ..IS, they would be found uniform¬ 
ly to a-1 as the people of Cambridge 
lately had done. 

Sirt J. •Throgmo’^ I-iN opposed the 
amendment (J)r. V’alpy's), as the Hou.so, 
he conceived, had no cotilroul over its 
Members acting out of the House, except 
to expel them. 

Mr. Bicdeno supported the PtAitions. 

Mr. Vines observeii, that it would be 
more dangerous to give the House an un¬ 
bounded controul over its own Members, 
than over any other cliws of people, as the 
majority of the House, lu that case, might 
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always imprisoQ the minority, so that all 
opposition might be ever legally sup¬ 
pressed. (Applauses.) 

Mb. Watts seconded Dr. Valpy’s 
amendment, to leave out the name of Sir 
F, Burdett (No, no!) Ev^ man, he con¬ 
tended, ought to be subject to the rules of 
the society of which he is a member. 

Sir Moses Ximenes expressed himself 
decidedly against the Petitions, but having 
been for three hours bulleted and pushed 
about in the crowd, he felt himself too 
exhausted to address them at length. As 
the worthy knight was a Declarator, as 
they called him, some symptoms of disap¬ 
probation were shewn, but, on the whole, 
the Meeting were disposed to hear him. 

The High Sheriff then put the ques¬ 
tion on the Amendment, which was ne¬ 
gatived with the exception of five or 
six hand-s held up in its favour. 

The Petition for the liberation of Mr. 
Gale Jond6 and Sir Francis Burdett was 
then carried amid loud bursts of applause; 
about ten or twelve hands were held up 
against it. The Petition for Reform, on 
the question being put, was also carried 
in the same manner ; three or four hands 
were held up against it. 

Sir .loHN Thuogvorton then stepped- 
forward and proposed the following Re¬ 
solution, which wa$ carried amidst bursts 
of applause. 

“ Resolved, That the Pe-J'ions nor'v 
read be adopted, and signet' by the High 
SherilF in the name of the County, -aiid^ 
delivered to the Members for this County, 
George Vansittart and Charles Dundas, 
Esqrs. who are requested to present the 
same to the House of Commons, and are 
hereby instructed to support the same 
therein. ” 

He then proposed the following Ad¬ 
dress to Sir F. Burdett, which was read by 
the Deputy Sherifl'. 

•• Readir^, June 5, IS JO. 

“ Sir J Wc feel great pleasure and sa- 

tisfactioii in conveying to you in the 
" name of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 
** holders, Householders, aed other Jn- 
“ habitants of the County of Berks, in 
** full County assembled, their sentiments 
"of gratitude and attachment for your 
" generous exertions in defending the 
f' cause^of the poor, the helpless, and the 
" oppressed ; lor your unwearied endca- 
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" vours in.exposing and attadting 6orrap- 
" tion and Abuses in the Ndvyj t^ Atmy, 

" and the State; fmr your unalmted 
" upon all occasions, in maintainingnvUh 
“ firmness the Liberty, Property, and 
" Rights of the People, in opposition to 
" the pernicious system which is under- 
" mining and destroying the' Country ; 

" and, aboye all, for ^our unremitted efiTorts 
" to obtain a full, fair, free and equal Re'- 
" presentation of the People in Parlia- 
" ment ; which, more than any language 
" in your Letter to your Constituents, tbe 
“ Electors of Westminster, have excited 
*' the acrimony of all those who, by par- 
" ticipating in the misplaced millions of 
" their country, naturally rank youamoyg 
" their enemies. In you we have had aa ‘ 

■< upright and an honest man—a firm, 

" zealous, and inflexible friend to our free 
" Constitution as by law established. We 
•" are. Sir, with the greatest respect and 
" sincerity, vour obliged humble servants, 

« &c. ” 

Sir John then moved the following Re¬ 
solution, which was unanimously carried. 

•• Resolved, That the Letter now Mad, 
addressed to Sir F. Burdett, Bart, be 
adopted ; that it be signed by the High- 
Sheriff in the name of the Meeting, and 
that the High-Sheriff, the Members, and 
as many Gentlemen a> think proper, be 
requested to wait upon and pj-esent the 
same »o Sir F. Burdett, together a 
copy of these Resolutions. ’ 

He concluded by moving : " Resolved, 

That these Resolutions be inserted in ih^ 
Reading, Salisbury, ami Oxford papers ; 
and in the following London p-apers, The 
Morning Herald, The Morning Chronicle, ■ 
I'he Alfred, The Star, and The Statesman. ” 

Dr. Valpy moved the Thanks of the Meet¬ 
ing to the High-Sheriff which was earned 
by acclamaiion. The Thanks of the 
Meeting were also voted ttr Sir John 
Throgmorton and Mr. Goodlake, for the 
able assistance thay nad given on the oc¬ 
casion.—We have seldom seen a public 
meeting conducted with more good-hn- 
mour and decorum, or in which more in¬ 
dulgence was given to a small minority. 

In no instance was party feeling permit!-, 
ed to violate personal respect. Th*- High- 
Sherifl’.dissolved the Meeting about five 
o'clock, having' continued nearly fiaur 
hours. 


, PRMished by R. BifGSHAW, Brydges-Street, Covent • GardenSold also by J. BUDD, Palbldsh* 

lAtfDWt— Mnled by T. c* Hansard, i*0terb(m>ush*Court, F)fe(-Strce(« 
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TO MY iREADERS. 


The Trial, in the case of an Informa- 
IBon against me by the Attorney General, 
the result of which, so mortifying to my 
friends, will be read, in the daily prints, 
having occupied my attention and time, 

’ during the whole of the week, I hope my 
Readers will excuse my not writing any 

thing in this present Number.-It is 

necessary, that the Register should go to 
the press finally* by Fridav moon; and, of 
course, it being now past twelve o’clock, 
thtre is no time for the insertion of any 
thing, upon the subject of the Trial, this 
week.-In mv next Number, 1 sha*M‘ 

I 

epdea^'our to ma^e up for this emission. 

” .* \V'’. COliEKlT. 

‘ 'iijbndm, 1 5th June, 1810. 


' PRlVILEiiE Of’" I’ARLIAMENT. 

(Front the Statesman.) 

Sir;—I have read, with no inconsidera¬ 
ble degree of interest, the speech ol‘ Mr. 
Ponsoijby, in support of the claim of the 
Jiouse of Commons, to exercise sunimary 
jurisdicrion in matters cognizable by the 
ordinary* Courts of Law. It appears to 
me, that this Leader of (tpposition has, 
with the f-iibllety ftf a Tfm.Fri/is Pleader, 
omitted to ootice, or has tiiuch'sl v.nh a 
purposed delicacy, some striking features 
of the case in question; and, lie.ng anxi- j 
ous to antici|)a!e, if possible, the aiproacii- 
ing season of pruscriptieii, 1 soli' it your 
eaily inscriiou of a tew* renjarks on tlie 1 
doctrines which have been lati ly. received 
with such applause by* the lower Iloiist of 
Parliament. 

It is a striking litet, Sir, and sonievvbal 
remarkably coincides wiih Mr. Poii- 
sonby’s philippic against Kings, that these 
doctrii.ts were tirsi eiiforced to any con¬ 
siderable extent by that House of Com¬ 


mons which abolished the monarchy of 
England, and annihilated the legislativu 
authority of the Hou.se of Lords. The 
leading Members of that Assembly had 
siiflered .severe persecutions from •the. 
Agents of the Court; and when they be- 
cainq in their turn possessed of power, 
they were eager to retaliate, and, .select¬ 
ing as thjir first victims delinquents who 
had, by a vaiiety^'crimes, justly excited 
the public indigninion, they were sup¬ 
ported ill the exercise of a vigour be¬ 
yond the law,” by the voic e of a ibought- 
iess people. As a .specimen of the spirit 
by which (hose who, ar. that [leriod, “ ral¬ 
lied lonnd Parliament,” were actuated 
against an ohno.vious imirviduai, 1 .shall 
quote tip: reply made by Mr. St. John, one 
Poiisonby’s worthies, to the irrefra- 
gtible argument of the Earl of Straflbrd, that 
thc' iinpearliment against him.self was not 
I'ouiidecl on :iiiy statute ;—“ lie that vcould 
not havc.otliers to iiave a law, why should 
he have any himself? Wh\f should not 
that he done to bin* that hiniscif would 
,have done to othei> ? It is trui-, we give 
law to hares and deers, hecau'O they be* 
beasts of ebaco, Pmt it w as never ac¬ 
counted either criu lty or foul play to 
knock fiixes and wolves on (he head, be¬ 
cause these be beasts of p'eV.”—Si'.cli, 
Sir, w'as the language, such vieie t'.ie prin¬ 
ciples of the Statesmen, whote humane 
and enlightened deci.sions atford the Huu.^e 
of Commons thc most abundant ex:imph - 
of .summary proceedings against tlie im- 
pngners of jiarhamentary piixiicee. Most 
w'ise is the political maxim whieh S.ilhrit 
attrihulis to .Tulius Ca,.sar:»—“ Omnia 
“ mala exempla ex bonis imliis orta .sunt; 
“ sed nbi hnpciium ail ignaves, aul loinu': 
“ bonus ptyvenit, novum ilhul e\« iiiiil"iit 
“ ah dignis ct idoneis ad iiidignos el non 
“ idoncos transfcriur.” It > u"- oi lie. th'- 
■ decree of Providence, that n.o viiflaiion ct 
justice .hall finally pass imi.iiois-lieil. It 
the rlaiin lately asserted witk so mnth 
liaughtiness by^ ceitain Mern.bcrs of the 
Hou.se of (?onimon.s, be cstablislietl, m vere 
will be the penally.which tlie inhabitants 
of tliesi*kingdoms will be doomed to pay 
for the transgressions df thcirtorefathers.— 
But in my hflinble opinion, Sir, the very 
2 F • •, 





8901 POLITICAL REGISTTER.—PHwfcgc qf Parliatnent. [9P0 


statemeiit of this claim is sufficient at 
once to effect its condemnation. The 
claim in question is of this alarming ex¬ 
tent—That the House of Commons has a 
right to compel the appearance of any 
person not being a Peer of the Realm, wdio 
is charged with a breach of its Privileges 
—that its Members have a right, after 
originating an accusation on this head, to 
sit as Judges in their own causes, and to 
put the accused party on his trial, without 
the, aid of counsel—and, after hearing 
evidence unsworn, nay, without hearing 
evidence at'all, to give judgment against 
the culprit, and to imprison him during 
their pleasure.—It is indisputabljjf evident. 
Sir, that this claim involves in its admis¬ 
sion the surrender to^pe caprice of the 
House of Commons for (he time being, of 
the personal liberty of every subject of 
these realms, who ventures publicly to 
call into question the conduct of public 
men, or to state his di.sapprobation of 
public measure.s.—This claim it seems. Sir, 
is to be maintained by an appeal to pre¬ 
cedents. But will any candid ainV en¬ 
lightened man pay respect to any pvoct- 
dents, however numerous, or to any u age, 
how’ever ancient, by which such a claim 
may be supported ? I ‘confidently answer 
“ No,” and apply to this subject tii< 
manly language of Mr. Fox, who, on the 
question of the abatement of an impeach-, 
meiit on a dissolution of parliament, ob¬ 
served, that, “ with regard to the force of 
precedents on constitutional (loints, had 
the dispensing power claimed by the 
kituarts been decided by precedent, it 
might perhaps have been found to be 
good: but that where any usage appear¬ 
ed subversive of tlie Constitution, if it had 
lasted for one or two hundred years, it was 
not a precedent, but an usurpation.”— 
Now, with the single exception of a direct 
controul of our civil authorities by a mili¬ 
tary force, I cannot. Sir, conceive a more 
flagrant violation of the principles of tlic 
Constitution, than the ciaiiuy the merits 
of which I now take the liberty^to discuss. 
One of the most glorious characteristics of 
the Constitution is an anxiou.s and jealous 
protection of personal liberty. In cases 
of the highest misdemeanors, provision is 
made by .law, to allow the accused party 
time to prepare for trial; and he is per¬ 
mitted, upon giving bail, to be at large till 
the moment of bis conviction. On his 
trial he is allowed Counsel to conduct his 
defence. The evidence against him is 
given on oath-. He is tried* by a Jury, 


whose impartialily is sectired by 
possible precaution—and sh«al4 he 'Ift 
found guilty, the discretionary sentence 
which may be passed .upon him is defl* 
uite in its duration. In addition to all 
these safeguards against wrong, various 
provisions are made for the rectifying by 
superior courts of errors committed by 
subordinate authorities. Again, for the 
due administration of justice in ordinary 
cases, it is provided, that the accused 
party shall be tried in the county or she’- 
rifl‘-dom where the criminal acts 'imputed 
to him are alledged to have been com¬ 
mitted, by which wise provision much 
cxpence is saved to Defendants, and they 
enjoy, what is an invalu^Ie blessing to^ 
the innocent, something approaching to 
an appeal to tbeir vicinage. With pride 
as an Englishman, and with grateful ad- 
ijairation of the wisdom of our ancestors, 
do I express my conviction, tliat in ordi¬ 
nary cases the criminal'juri.sprudence of 
our country, in its practical adniini.stra- 
tion, approai’lios nraily to perfection.— 
But what is the process attempted to«be 
enforced by fhe House of Commons At 
the will and pleasure ol^ perhaps, a dozen 
qj'ifs members, a man may be dragged 
t'l their Bar from ftie rocks of Orkney, or 
from tbc verge of the Land's Endt Or, 
if tlie iijrsli sound of turbulent patriotism 
should grate u[ion their iionourable'vwf. 
Iroin the coasts of l)one<;aI, the culprit 
may be hurried acro.ss tlie Channel, to 
*an.swer for bis w.mt ol courtesy. He is*’ 
pul upon ll!^ tiial ii^iaula. However in- 
cornpeteni lie may be to speak on.his own 
behalf, no one is allowed to plead for him. 
The witin.'-ses whu.li may be produced 
against him, e^re not awed by the sanction 
of an Oiith ; r.iui when his hasty and iH» 
arranged deience is finished, he may, by 
u simple vote of tbc Mouse, be consigned 
to inipri.-.umnent, not for any definite 
length of time, but diAing the will and 
plcasuie of* those who have acted in the 
doable capacity of Iris accusers and judges. 
—The common sense of mankind. Sir, re¬ 
volts against this claim, as it is thus ana¬ 
lyzed ; and it accordingly happens, that 
the attempt to chforce it upon men of re¬ 
solute munis has fiequcntly reduced the 
House of Common^ to serious embUrrass- 
menls, and rendered it tlieobjectof odium 
and contonipt. " la the reign of Charles 
II.” says Ilume, " the liberty of the Bub- 
" ject, which had been so carefully guard- 
" ed by the Great Charter, and by the 
“ late law of Habeas Corpus, wu every 
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" day violated by the arbitrary and ca- 
jpMciqps aommitinsfits of the Commons. 
“ t:he vi^ur and courage of one 

" Stowel, of Exeter, put an end to the 
** practice. He refused to obey the Scr- 
“ jeant at Arms, stood upon his defence, 
**and said, that he knew of no law by 
** which they pretended to ^ommit him. 
" The House, finding it equally danger- 
008 to proceed or to recede, got off 
*■* by an eva'fion: they inserted in their 
•" votes that Stowcl was indisposed, and 
“ that h month's time was allowed him 
" for the recovery of his health.”—In 
the Case of the Aylesbury men, in the 
.Veign of Queen Aune, which Lord Milton 
seems to quotd'with so much pride and sa¬ 
tisfaction, the violent proceedings of the 
House of Commons led lo siu-h embar¬ 
rassments, that to cut the knot, the Queen 
was obliged to dissolve the Parliamctit. 
The summoning of the Printers in 1771 
established a practice which the House 
prohibited ; damely, the practice of pub¬ 
lishing the debates in Parliament. Mr. 
Adam, the gratuitous trustee of the Duke 
ofYork, has alluded lo the ridiculous de¬ 
feat which it sustained in a contest with 
the celebrated Mr. Horne, now beyer 
known by the name and title of John 
Horne Tooke, Ij^sq. I need not rcAiind 
you. Sir, that* when during his uncon- 
•c.-ntutional expulsion, John Wilkes waij^ 
summoned to attend at the bar of the 
House, he refused so to do ; and that the , 
Commons, lo get rid of the difficulty, sun*T- 
moned him fo*r a future day, over which 
they took care to adjourn.—And what has 
the House gained by the committal of John 
Gale Jones ? Of that gentleman, I will not 
affecl^to speak slightingly. The firm endu- 
, ranee of misfortune excites, in my mind, 
emotions of respect. IJut, I trust, that the 
honest ^nde of Mr. Jones himself will not 
be offended, when 1 state my opinion, 
that neither his tondition. in life, nor his 
influence in society, rendened necessary 
the proceedings w'hich, at’ the instance of 
Mr. Yorke, were adopted against him. 
His demeanour at the Bar of the House of 
Commons evinc;gd that it was not his aim 
to obtain a vulgar popularity by systema¬ 
tic insolence; and I am persuaded, that 
•even the majority of* those who may have 
thought him wrong, in*the first instance, 
are at present persuaded, that, considering 
tlic long duration of his imprisonment, he 
i# " more sinned against, than sinning,”— 
In Its subsequent warfare with Sir P. Bur- 
dett, the House has involved itself in a 


multitude of perplexities, of which the 
public may be permitted to think, that 
they have not tended to add to its dig¬ 
nity.—If, Sir, the House of Commons ap¬ 
peal to precedent in support of the claim 
of privilege, which I am now taking the 
lihertj^to examine, the people will also ap- 
[leal to precedent to shew how this pri¬ 
vilege has been abused. They will re¬ 
mind each other of the “ arbitrary and 
“ capricious commitments’' in the reign 
of Charles II. They will recollect, that 
in the year 1704, five individuals having 
brought an action in the Qlieen's Bench 
against the Constable of Aylesbury, for 
refusing to take their votes at an Election 
for that Borough, were by the. House of 
Commons impriat>ned for so doing—that 
these individuals, having atiempled lo ob¬ 
tain their liberty by writs of Habeas, the 
House proceeded to imprison the Solicitor 
and Counse.I who had sued, out the said 
writs, and pleaded for the prisoners upon 
their return.—The peojTie, Sir, will not 
fail to remember, that when this House of 
Cowjmons was apprehensive that the pri- 
•soners in qneslion might, by the legal 
operation of Writs of Error, be liberated 
from Newgate, it ordered the Serjeant at 
Arms to take them into his own custody, 
and transfer them to the Gatehouse ; which 
order, say the Lords in an Address to her 
Majesty on this subject, “ was executed 
at midnight, with such circumstances of 
severity and terror as has been seldom ex¬ 
ercised tow'ards the greatest offenders.” 
In this transfer of custody. Sir, a vigilant 
public will sec a proceeding which a mole- 
eyed corps of precedc'iit-hunting lawyers 
may quote as an authority which may 
justify some future House of ('oranions in 
transferring its victims to Cold Bath Fields 
or to the rocks of Scilly.—^The people of 
England, Sir, will watch with anxiety the 
legal proceedings which are now' pend¬ 
ing ; and if they find that tlje momentous 
question of the power of the Speaker’.s 
warrant is precluded from being derided 
by a Juty; if they hear a confirmation of 
the doctrine laid down by Mr. Justice 
Powell and Mr. Justice Gould, in Hilary 
Term 1704, « that if, upon inspection of 
the Speaker's Warrant, it .simply appears 
that any suitors of the Cou|;t of King's 
Bench are committed by the House oT 
Commons, the jurisdiction at that Court 
ceases,” they wjll feelingly agree wiA 
the ramaik made upon the assumptions of 
the House of Coniiftons, of 1704, by the 
Lords, which declares in substance, tbui, 

2 A 2 
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" in no country where the government is 
not arbitrary, is the judicature in the last 
resort placed in the hands of the origina¬ 
tors of law and prosecution.”—If the 
doctrine of Justices Powell and (rould bo 
maintained, “ Dii meliora pus,'* if it l(' 
solemnly decreed that no Court is couipc- 
tent to examine whether a subject, lanior 
restraint by the Speaker’s Warrant, as is- 
.sued by order of the Iloust of Commons, 
be detained for lawful and sufticient cause 
or otherwise, then. Sir, the people will 
anxiously inijuire, what this House of 
Commons is,.and how it is constituted. 
Be not alarmed. Sir, 1 will not afflict you 
with the thricc-told tale of Old Saruin, St. 
Mawes, and .St. Germains. 1 willViot tor¬ 
ment you by analyzing the masterly Report 
delivered to the Society of the Friends of 
the i’eople, on Saturdaj', the 9tli of T’e- 
bruary, 1793. On this topic wemay come 
to an important conclusion by a much 
.shorter way. "Of late years, Mr. Justice 
Tilackstonc, in whose luminous jiages I 
was early taught to trace and to venerate 
the principles of the English Constitutjon, 
has been condemned as a visionary 
list, and we haye been iueessaiitly re¬ 
ferred to the " practice of the Constitu¬ 
tion.” And in the cource of this practice 
it is established as a political axioiii, tlinr 
the Prime Minister of,the Crown, for tin- 
time being, must be,ar sway over the 
House of Commons. So firmly indeed is 
this axiom cslablisheil, that when the Mi¬ 
nister loscj that sw ay, he at the same time 
loses liis office. Behold, then. Sir, into 
what a monstrous propo.sition the claim 
of the House of Commons resolves itself, 
namely, “ That llie Minister for the time 
being shall Imc pow er, by the instrunieii- 
talit} of that House, to imprison duiiug his 
pleasure any of his Majesty’s subjects, 
whose political acts can, by any inge¬ 
nuity, be interpreted as trenching upon 
its privileges.” It wasjustly obseivci* by 
Junius, that the undue influence of the 
Crown may aiwwer every purpose of ar¬ 
bitrary power.”—1 need not point out to 
jmu. Sir, how dangerous an arttioyanee 
this power, if formally sanctioned by 
law, will bo to the friends of Opposi¬ 
tion. If,’however, the t)ppo.silion occa¬ 
sionally call for the exercise of it, for de¬ 
cency’s sakl., the Minister will ni.t ho able 
lodenv ihem^thalexercise. ’Pht-nwiliLejc- 
pcateJ the scene between the tnnjr.v'.rs, ^o 
well described by our immortal bard, in 
the tragedy of Julii^s Caisar, Victims 
will he mutually intorchaug^'d.. -Siuie 


future Ponso'nby may demand the incar¬ 
ceration of a Redhe^ Yorke j and some'’ 
Ryder yet unborn, may say to some |p- 
ture reversionist, “ Prick him down Per- 
ccTal.” The Minister may demand the 
sacrifice of a Perry; and the leader of 
Opposilioii may cry, " Look, with a spot 
I duinii him !” The effect of such pro- 
eeediiigs on Vhe nation'at large, I leave to 
the consideration of all those who wish 
weii to the Constitution of their country ; 
and I call upon the people of the United 
Kingdom to lueditale upon this truth, that 
it is mainly by having had recourse to the 
law of the land, to piiLveut the possibility 
of their occuireiici, that .Sir Francis, 
Burdelt has incuned tlie avowed displea¬ 
sure of the two parties into which the 

House of (’ominous i.s now divided.-- 

Wlial, then, it may be said, is the House 
of Commons to be stripped of its privi- 
Ic/’cs ? (;od forbid ! Let that House be 
jiriiied with every privilege which is ne- 
ce,s-.,iry to enable it, to execute its import¬ 
ant trust. If an humble individual may be 
allowed to give an opinion upon suiji 
high matter, 1 would beg leave to suggest 
the following cine, which may serve as a 
guide throngh the labyrinth in which 
rm^ii’s ihouglit.s setm to wander upon the 
sulijcct of privilege. IajI us hear no,more 
of coiisli uclive obslructiiny^; but let pri¬ 
vilege upei ate to remove cveiy real 
Vtruclion, that word being still lonstrued 
ill a large and liberal sense. If in the 
ct ur.se of any inquiry a witness, being sum¬ 
moned, refuses to attend,'let the House 
ariest and pnmsh him; because he ob¬ 
structs the public business.—If any one 
under examination before the llou.se .stand 
coiitumai iously mute, behave indecorous¬ 
ly, or prevaricaie, lei it commit him, be¬ 
cause he obstructs the public business. 
Tliis process evidently grows out.of the 
necessity of the case, and can never be 
invidiously resorted to. .In these, and si¬ 
milar instances of wrong, redress can be 
had in no other Court, and the House is 
compelled to redress itself.^ But in cases 
of libel, the general cause of committals, 
no real olislruction occurs. The Courts 
below are open, and you may rc.sl assured, 
(h.jt if the coniptaiiits of the lionse on 
this liead ar;- not eaaiious and frivolous,, 
tlie (O-'raiing paiti s will be convicted, 
c iitl ti ll! will be visited with a much 
s.'verer puni fiment (ttan any which jts 
Member.-; v.ouid choose to inflict. Ire- 
main, Sir, Youis, See. W. SHErHKiu>. 

Ga.'e acre, near Liverpool, 
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John Bowles’s New Society; or Sham 

• • > L(^ya%ty upon its last Legs. 

Vhe spirit of disafl'eclioii, w'hich lias re¬ 
cently made its appearance in llic metro¬ 
polis, and in some parts of the countiy, 
denotes tliat there still exists ainongsi us a 
body of men, whom no expericnc'- ol the 
calamities attendarU^ upon violent cbnnjfes 
,c«irmoderatc, and whose inveterate hos¬ 
tility to the establishments of our country 
,no reasoning can reclaim. Even tlte cri-at 
externf}! danger which menaces the nation, 
does Hot seem to disarm their viiulem e, or 
even from a sense of public or individual 
safety, to contain fheir disoiderly spirit 
within the limits of discretion. We are 
inclined, however, to think that this dis- 
jxisition to mischief is not general. The 
lower orders of the people appear to be 
more under the influence ol df'lnsioii, than 
of a [ireineditated dcterminaliDii to ahe- 
nale themselves Irom their w onted rc ve- 
rence to the l;tws and coiislitutioii of tie ir 
country. Of tins fact v^e are tin* niore 
convinced Since the eUabli.-Ument of that 
ifon reipn of tyivainy in France, whieli has 
put an end to lho.se visionary and j^bstr n t 
notioius icspecMiig llie principles o! v.>- 
Teri’.tneiit, winch some jc.us ;igo coiuril- 
sed tile woild, and in a ni(>r.'> partijudar 
mauTier siilmeU liie niiderstuiduigs and 
afl’gction.s of tRe'common people Irom tlie 
*^neral)le coiistiiuiion ol ourcounMy- "^fl.* 
people, it is to be hoped, hav'c liu.orced 
from their minds lir'sc periiicioii ■ > heo; lyp,* 
which they h.-^ oni c sui\rn to rediu.e into 
practical eliect. lint jt i.s to be lamented, 
that wdicther deeciM-d by the ai tibi e.s and 
hopeless imponilence of mc;i, wbo.te di ep- 
rooted animosity to our form of govern 
menfrncither time nor experience l un a Hay; 

* ’or moved by well-intentioned, though fal¬ 
lacious, ideas of liberty ; a considerable 
portion of the people are, at the jiresent 
moment, impose^ upon by the intrigue.s of 
designing, desperate, and imprnicipled de- 
Biagognes, instigated to thtf unblest wotk 
of mischief by the [leculiar circumstan«cs 
of the times. • In the prosecution of their 
objects, necessarily leading to civil dis¬ 
orders, they havi- resorted to all the usual 
practices, to which, since the press has ac¬ 
quired an ascendagey over -the public 

■ mind, the, enemies of i^ligion and regula¬ 
ted- government have recurred. They 
have converted the press, which ought to 
1)6 a wholesome instrument ol public in¬ 
struction, into an engine for the circulation 
of the most oernicious maxims. They 


have, indeed so for succeeded, as to make 
it, in every respect, subservient to their 
own views ; and while dangerous doctrines, 
iiicuhaling an audacious resistance to the 
laws, are widely dispersed through that 
powerful medium, no counteracting exer¬ 
tions have been hitherto employed to ren¬ 
der it an useful auxiliary of the laws, of 
good inoral.s, and of social order.—^While 
seditious and unseemly ballads are inces¬ 
santly snug in the streets, to ungodly 
tniiC'; while inilaminatory h.ind-bills are 
distributed and posted in every ijuartcr ol 
the town; and while the periodical pres* 

is misi hicvously engaged in disseminating 
priiiciides subversive ot the laws and con- 
.stitulloH; it surely cannot be thought in¬ 
expedient, or unworthy of the coneurrenca 
ol loyal men, to combine for the purpose 
of iiiit-rposing an ellectual check to sucti 
Tlarming I'ccnljou.sucss. J he public dis- 
ouU.-r increases more by Ihe indift'erence 
Ol ap.iihv of the good, ihavi by the bold-^ 
iies< ol tile wicked. For it the friends ot 
the loii-iitutioii sleep, while its enemies 
are iiwtU-rmnung its foundations, and as¬ 
saulting its bulw ai ks, it beirays a culpable 
’waul, of coiiiiiion sense to supposetli.it the 
f III.1 iliilion itself will survive the secret 
11).a 'niialions, anil open attacks, which are 
direi'e'l against it. Prudence and the 
i.' iiiiiiK nt ol nati.)iial preservation dictate, 
llierclou, lliaL domestic agitators ought to 
be lesisied, by the same means which they 
eiiifdov to mislead and to seduce the peo- 
ide. 'Why should not tue [iress be as 
activ ely engagevt in thf circulation ol good, 

. (d’ b.id prim iples ? We cati discover no 
fitli- r reason against lhis[>o.sition than that 
(oo ecnbdenl opinion, which is uiitoriu- 
iiai- ly prevalent among the friends ot 
order, that the best frame of government 
ill the world possesses the mcaiLs of gua- 
raiiii.iingits own safety, w'ilhoutthe nilcr- 
fueiieeof those who have the happiness 
to live under it, and be sensible oi its bles¬ 
sings. This, however, is afalal delusion, 
contradicted by the evidence of history, 
and by our knowledge of human nature. 
For an active, indefatigable, and daring 
faction, has on numberless occasions over¬ 
come the will and the influence of the ge¬ 
neral bully of the pcople.-^wheii that will 
and that influence have not been exerted 
in the repression of its measures-—Impre^ 
sed with a conviciion of the miiument 
danger con.scquent on a supihe inattention 
to the practices #f domestic incendiaries, 
and tonfident of the advantages wh.ch 
must infallibly result from a timely eflort 
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to disabuse the public mind; several Gen¬ 
tlemen have for some time past individu¬ 
ally contributed their eflbrls, and finding, 
even upon this small scale, a most sensible 
impression produced upon the public mind, 
are anxious to extend by a more enlarged 
co-operation the full cttcct whicli may be- 
reasonably expected by printing and dis¬ 
tributing gratis, or at a'clieap rate, amotig 
the lower orders, proper antidotes to the 
pestiferous doctrines, wliieh daily issue 
from the press under the direction of the 
disaffected.—On the strength of these, 
principles, and on the certaint)^ of the 
salutary eflects which must flow frbm 
their exertions, (of which no doubt can be 
reasonably entertained, when the‘ prodi¬ 
gious success of exertions on the opposite 
side is considered); the Gentlemen who 
have embarked in this lo\ al and laudable 
undertaking, without the least connection 
with any of the parties which now divide 
the interests and aflection.s of a great por¬ 
tion of the com*nimity, invite all those 
who think as they do concerning the 
exigency of the times, and the necessity 
of counteracting the mischiefs which‘‘dc-. 
signing men are preparing agaiirst the 
peace of the kingdom, to co-operate in 
their constitutional and honest intentions, 
by contributing to a fund whichi they 
have already iustituted^ for the dissemina¬ 
tion of sound and good principles among 
the lower classes of society. 

The partnership of Bowles, Brickwood 
and Co. in Old Broad Street, being dis¬ 
solved, contributions for the above pur¬ 
pose will be received by the Secretary, 
and by Messrs. Devaynes and Co. and 
Messrs. Pracds and Co. Bankers, in Lon¬ 
don ; and Messr.s. J. C. Beresford and Co. 
and Sir John Sicwart, Bart, and Co. 
Bankers, in Dublin ; and by Mr. Lloyd, 
Bookseller, Great Mary-le-bom: Street; 
Mr. Asperne, Bookseller, Cornhill; and 
Mr. Walker, Bookseller, No. 1 92, near St. 
Clement’s Church, Strand. By order of 
the Committee, A. B. Turnbull, Secre¬ 
tary, No, 3, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 

N. B. Sum.s, however small,*will be 
thankfully received; but, it is hoped, that 
no Bank-notes with those offensive words, 
“ BuKDtTT FOR EVER,” Written upon 
them, will be sent. [A Commission of 
Only 2^ per‘cent, will be charged, agree¬ 
ably to the recommendation of the Report 
of the House of Commons relative to the 
Flemish Account of the* Dutch Copnuis- 
sioners.] v 


Parish or S r. Dunstan in th? West.. , 

Sir ;—Actuated by your acknowledged 
impartiality, and the excellent and un¬ 
answerable arguments you have employed 
against the a.ssumed right of'thc House 
ot Commons to imprison the subjects of 
the.se realms, for oftenccs cognizable in 
the Courts of I.aw ; I beg your attention 
to a few plain statements on the subject 
of a Declaration said to have been entered 
into at a Meeting of the Vestry of the 
Paii.sh of St. Dunstan in the West, signed 
by the Rev. Richard Lloyd, A. M. the 
Vicar. ^ 

As that Declaration roundly charges all ^ 
who have ]Kii'iicipaicd in iht'ilate Petitions 
and Addresses respecting the questions of 
Privilege and Parliamentary Reform, with 
" bold and alarming attempts to sow the 
seeds of dls-sention tlironghout the coun¬ 
try,” uiiich attempts it regards " as proofs 
of political frenzy, or of fo.!]! sedition a 
brief but true account of the Declaration 
may be justly considered due to the loyalty 
and cun.slitutional principles of those whoijft 
the author ha.< thus flagitiously endea- 
voureAto stigmatize and vilify. 

I iini. Sir, a Parishioner of St. Dunstan’s 
in'ilte West; and although neither so 
deeply versed in “ Christian Theology,” 
nor in those constitutions \Vljich were “ tttV 
dreams of ancient sages,” as the 
Richard Lloyd, A. M. Vicar and Chair¬ 
man ; 1 feci myself, a-s a plain man, and 
farnd of truth, no less entitled to the notice 
of my brother parishioners, iSian the author 
of the Declaration in question. In the 
1 st place:—^I'he Vestry was not called to 
take the Declaration into consideration 
but in the old customary way, for trans¬ 
acting the business of the Parish.—^dly. 
The number of persons wlio attended that 
Vestry, did not exceed sixteen.—Sdly, 
The Declaration was introduced by the 
Rev. Mr. Lloyd him.selt) 'vho, ex cathedra, 
earnestly am[ piously expatiated on the 
necessity of its adoption.—4thly, No opi¬ 
nion was given by the Meeting on the 
Declaration, although moved and second¬ 
ed, nor was any decision taken upon it.— 
^thly. The Declamtion was not signed by 
any one of the Vestrymen then present.— 
6 thly, The Rev. Riohard Lloyd, A. M. . 
Vicar and Chairman, does not reside, 
either as a householder or lodger, in the 
Parish of St. Dunstan. 

I readily acknowledge the zeal and abi¬ 
lity with which the Rev. Mr. Lloyd dis- 
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charge's the duties of Kis vicarial olBce ; 
»nd ,both on that account, and for the 
“ internal concord” of his fh)ck, who for 
a vSiry long series of years, have lived in 
peace and good-will towards each oilier, 1 
sincerely lament that he should so unex¬ 
pectedly have set himself up for their po¬ 
litical, as well as their religious paslor. 

. A Pakishio«er of St» Dunstan’s 
. IN THE West. 


First Report from the Select Committee 
on I*ro^edin^s relative to Sir Francis Bur~ 
dett.—C Conciudedfrom p. 864. J 

Upon the, report "from the Committee 
of Privileges and ILIections, to whom this 
petition of J. Topham was referred, the 
House resolved. That this House doth 
agree with the Committee, that the judg¬ 
ment given by the Court of King’s Bench, 
Easter Term 34 Car. 11. Regis, upon the 
plea of John Tgpham, at the suit of .Tohn 
Jay, to the jurisdiction of that Court; and 
also the judgments given against the said 
Mr. Topham, at the suit of Samuel Ver¬ 
dun, &c. are illegal, and a violation of 
the privileges of Parliament, and perni¬ 
cious to the rights of Parliament.” Wliere- 
upon it was ordered, " That Sir Frawis 
Penjberton, Sir ,Thoraas .Tones, and, Jsir 
Fmneis Wythen-Vj do attend this House on 
J^JJjgjlnesday morning next.” 

** In conse(|uence of this order. Sir* 
Francis Pemberton and Sir Thomas Jones, 
who had been two of the Judges of tb# 
Court of Kingis Bench at the time when 
the judgment was passed, were heard in 
their defence; and afterwards committed 
to the Serjeant at Arms, for their breach 
of the privileges of this House, by giving 
judgntent to over-rule the plea to the juris¬ 
diction of the Court of King’s Bench.’^ 

Your’ Committee think it proper to 
stale, 'fhat Sir Franci-i Pemberton and Sir 
Thomas Jones, ii^ defending themselves at 
the Bar of this House for their conduct in 
over-ruling ihe Plea to their .Turisdiction 
in the actions of ,Tay v. Topham, Sc.c. de¬ 
fended the judgment they hud given, by 
resting upon the nature of tlie pleading, 
and not by debying the jurisdiction or 
authority of this House ; and Sir Francis* 
.Pemberton expressly admitted, that, for 
any thing transacted dn this House, no 
other Court had any jurisdiction to hear 
and determine it. 

Vour Committee in the next place think 
it expedient to state to the House, that 
there are various instances in which per¬ 


sons committed by the House of Commons 
have been brought up by Habeas Corpus 
before the Judges and Courts of Common 
Law ; and in these cases, upon its appear¬ 
ing by the return to the Habeas Corpus, 
that they were committed under the 
Speaker's Warrant, they have been inva¬ 
riably remanded. 

3. Having stated these instances of the 
manner in which the acts and commit¬ 
ments of this House have been brought 
into judgment in other Courts, anil the 
consequences of such proceedings, your 
Committee further think it pfoper, and in 
some degree connected with this subject, 
to advert to the course which was adopt¬ 
ed for staying proceedings in suits brought 
agakist Merpbers and their servants, while 
they w'cre protected from such suits du¬ 
ring the sitting of Parliament. 

'fhe roll of Parliament, 8 Ed. II. affords 
tlie earliest ti ace which your Committee 
has found upon this subject; It is a writ 
from the King, confirnialgry of the privi¬ 
lege of being free from suits in time of 
Parliament, and is in the following words: 

“ Rex mandavit Justiciaries suis ad as- 
*'sisas, jurat: &c. capiend assignat: quod 
" supersedeant caption) corandein ubi co- 
" mites barones eCalii summonati ad Pari. 
" regis’sunt partes quamdiu dictum Par- 
“ liainentum duravejit.” 

There have been various modes of pro¬ 
ceeding to enforce this privilege. In 
Dewes’s Journal, p. 436, 31 Eliz. ]58S- 
‘ loSil, Friday 21st of February, your Com 
mittee find the follows 
a motion made by Mr, 

Members of this House having writs of 
Nisi Prius brought again.st them, to be 
tried at the Assizes in sundry places of 
this realm to be liulden and kept in the 
Circuits of this present vacation, and that 
Wilts of supersedeas might be awarded in 
those cases in respect of the privilege of 
this House due and appertaining to the. 
Members of the same; it Kagreed, that 
tho.se of this llou.se which sliall have oc- 
oasion to require such benefit of privilege 
in that*behalf, may repair unto Mr. 
Speaker, to declare unlo him the state ot 
their cases, and that he, upon his discre¬ 
tion (if the cases shall so reqhire) may 
direct the warrant of this House to the 
Lord Chancellor of Eiiglaiwl, for tfl'% 
awarding of such writs of supersedeas ac¬ 
cordingly.” 

But the House «scd to stay also proceed¬ 
ings *l)y its own ^authority; sometimes 
by sendingjthe Serjeant at Anus to deliver 
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the person arresteJ out of custody ; and 
.sometimes by letter from the Speaker to 
the Judges before whom the cause was to 
be tried. Of this latter mode of procced- 
***?* your Committee find many instances 
previous to the lid of Charles I, Your 
ComniitUe lind a decision against the au¬ 
thority of such a letter, in ihe Court of 
Kindt’s Bench, which i.s rcpoitcd in the 
Tnargiu of Dyer’s Rep')ri»', j). tiO, and in 
Latch, pp. 48, :;nd I5(). And shortly 
after tl;e ref'iis.al bv tiie ('ourtol Iviiig's 
Bench to noilce tliis letter from the 
Speaker, the Parli.'iment was dissolved. 
There are. honever, many other insta/iccs 
of this course of proceeding after t!io Re- 
.storation; and in the in.slauce»ot Lord 
Newburgh (23d February Ifih'i) the House 
ordered the proceedings to outlawry to be 
staid dining the Sessions, am! the record 
of the exigents to be vaiated and taken 
off the file. 

The last iiislaiicc whieli your Commit¬ 
tee find of .such letters having bec*n writ¬ 
ten, o.'Ciirs in tIVc Lord Budtelev’s case in 
Ihltl, in wliich the Sjicaker is directed to 
write a letter to the Pictlioiiot.n v he 
do not make out, ami to the Slierilfof thf. 
county of Pernbr ike, iliat be «!■» not , v«.. 
cute any writ whercity the Li id Bcli.c- 
ley’.s possessions ni.n Jte disli.iiicd, nntii 
Mr. Sjjcakcr shall lone oMnnmd and re¬ 
ported the matter to I!If Hon- ■, and this 
House fake furtlier mdel'thereon. JJy 1- 
and J3 W. III. c. t!'..i jnullcgc wa.s cur¬ 
tailed ; and furlhrr liy Slat, 2 ami 3Ann,> 
c. J8.—Ji Geo. IT. c. 2«-._ioGco. HI. 
c. 50. 

Loid Chief .Tusticv* De Grey says, in 
Crosby’s ca.se, “ if a incinhn w.-x-s ariested 
bcfoie the 1C and I j \V. III. the method 
in \\ estmins'.cr Hall w.t.s to discharge him 
by wilt ot privilege, under tlio Great Seal, 
which wa.s in the nature of a supersedeas 
to the proceeding. The statute ofWilliain 
has novs alien d- this, and there is no ne¬ 
cessity to phad the privilege of a Mem¬ 
ber of Pailiainent.”—All these Aclsincrclv 
appJy to proci edings again.st Members in 
respect of their debts ami aclioi)s as indi¬ 
vidual!;, and not in respect of their con¬ 
duct as Members of Parliament; and 
thereiore-lhey. do not in any way abridge 
the ancient law and privilege of Parlia- 
^Hient, so faj- as they respect tlie ficedom 
and conduct of Members ol Parliament as 
such, or the protection which the House 
may give to persons acting under its au¬ 
thority. • 

'if- upon the v'holte, it appears to your 


Committee, that the bringing these actions 
against the tipeaker and the Serjeant, foj; 
nets done in obedience to the orders of 
this House, is a breach of the privileges 
of this House. 

And it appears-, that in the several in¬ 
stances of actions commenced in breach 
of the Privileges of this House, the House 
has proceeijed by ciynmitment, not only 
•against the party, but against the Soli ’dor 
and other persons concerned in bringing 
such actions ; but your Committee think 
it right to o’jstrve, liiat the compiitraent 
of .such pail\. Solicitor, or other persons, 
would not iit'ce«sarily stoj) the proceed¬ 
ings in such action.' 

That as the particular ggnund of actio/, 
cloe.s not necessarily appear upon the writ • 
or upon the declaration, the Court before 
uhich such acliun is brought, cannot stay 
the suit, or give judgment against the 
IVaintiif) till it is informed, by due course 
of legal proceeding, that such action is 
brought I'or a thing doiie*!^' order of the 
House. 

And it therefiire appears to your Com- 
m’riee, That even though the H -fise 
shouid think ft to coiniiiit the Soiicicur or 
other p.-'ison tonccnieil in coininencing 
th'.ve ac'.ions; yer it will .s'ill he „expc- 
d'.eni tliai the Ifou.se should give h;a\ e to 
the, Sf); aker, am! the Serif-ant, to ai;|Jt'aii,to 
the ^aid anions, and to pl^.'id to the sanie ; 
,for the purpose of bringing uruler'’ ffiT 
knowledge of the (’ouri, the auihority 
umler which they acted: and if the 
Tiouse sliouhi agree willj that opinion, 
your Coniriiittte .submitj to the Hou.se. 
whether it woulil not lie )>roper Uiat di¬ 
rections should he given by this Hous*.-, 
for defending the Speaker and the Ser¬ 
jeant against the said actions. < 


Rf-otuTioN".. Pi-T i noNs, Remonsteances, 
I'f.c. on tne LiiiCUTY of the Subject and 
PaI’.LIAML.VT^KY IiEF<^R^f, 1810. 

SHEVI'IELD MEETING. 

REsoI.UTloN^. June G, 1810. At a Meet¬ 
ing of from seven to eight thousand of 
the Tiiliabituiits of .the Town and 
Neighhouihood of Sheffield, convened 
by public advertisement, and held this 
day in Paradjse'Sijuarc, by adjourn-^ 
ment from the Town Hall, to take, into 
consideration the Assumption of Privi¬ 
lege Ijy the House of Commons,' of 
impri.soniDg his Majesty’s Subjects for 
Oii'ences cognizable in the courts of 
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law; the sybject ol.a Parliamentary for seats and to adopt any plan of Reform, 
• Jlleform; and the propriety ol return- and all the other numerous grievances 
ing 'Phaifcs to Sir Francis Burdctt for under which we have long been labour- 
His services to bis Country, the follow- ing, are entirely owing to the vvant of a 
ing Resolutions were voted unaiii- well organized and more extended Uepre- 
mously; Mu. K. Rhodes, in the (]hair. sentaiion of the People in Parliament. 

1. That the subji:cts of these kingdoms b. That in order to arrest the progress 
are entitled to personal liberty and secu- of our national calamities, and avert those 
rity as their uniilieniible birtbwgbt, tr.ms- dangers witich threaten the desiruction of 
lyiMwd by their ancestors and coiifirniod the state, it is our decided opinion, that 
by many venerable statutes; a hi‘.>b and tjie House of Commons should be restored 
sacred trust which they are determined if to its con<titutional dependence upon the 
possiblejo loi.ve mtimpaired to posterity, people, whom il i.s its proper function 

2. That no jinviieges suhvt rsive ofthese to icpresem ; that we highly ,approve the 
Rights rail co-exisi w ith the statutes which Petition to the Ilonoiirable House now 
erini led •iiul conf\rmed*them; and while we read; that the Chairman and Requisi- 
f.illv acknowledge the conipeter’Cy of the tionists he authorized to sign it on the be- 
•Coinmons House of Parliuni'-nt to punish half of this Meeting, and that it be trans- 

centempts, and to rrmove obstructions to 1 milled to Mr. Wliitbtead, who is hereby 
public hU'iness ; wi' most «o'emnly main- rc«|uestcd to present and suppori the same, 
tain ih it i; his no j,oner to tlispeiise vvi'li That from a full conviction that the 

the iinrepi .'.led s’liuies of the Re dm, hjf present statii el the Reprriseniaiion is the 
puinsiiing at dTs^rflinn such offences as grand source ot all our evils,* nd 'hat no 
cause no aclmii iiiieiruption of Its pro- , re d, soh.st iniial, pe*maiu^it beio-tiis can 
ceedings, and are cognizable in the courts be conveyed to ilx [leept,', mUil they 
of Law. Iiavc^lhe power of senrli io honc.sl and in¬ 
s'. That feeling the most ardent attach- d^e|)ituient men into the oi Com¬ 

ment to the constitution of our country, 1 mon», this meeting do tiiTis, eninesily and 
and jealous of th*' ie.ist infringement upon | respecllnlly suggi st to all the eoiuitics, 
tho.se Laws to which we owe our deaiMta t itU'' and towns of these kingdoms, the 
enjoyments, we have observed with yii^ iiei'cssniy ot presenting petitions to par- 
allctctcrl sorrow ilnd alarm .some recent litonenl upon this suijject on the opening 
proceedings of tfic*honour ihic the House ot li;,-i cxl se.ssion, and of supporting by 
o'f Coinmons, by which it has assumed tlic •ever;, mean., m their power. Sir PraiicLs 
power of depriving us of our personal ii- 1 IJuiiirU, Air. Br.aiul, and other Gent it men 
berty, contrary' to the lelitr and spnit of if iXho may co-operate witli them in so im- 
ranny excellcnt^latutes, which enact th it porlanta work. 

“ no Freeman shall be imjirisoned but by h Thnt iVoni the rccciit decision upon 
the lawfol judgment of his equal.’, or the IMr. l’raiur.s IMttlii n, it is too probable. 
Law of the Laiul.^’ that the almo.st unanimous voice of the 

4 . That in our opinion a .Indge and nation in favour of that me-asiire may con- 
Jury furm the only proper and legal tri- tiiuie to be disn-girded by the present 
btmal in cases of lilul; and were the House of ('onmums. It is therefore be- 
power now assumed by’ the House of come the duty of the people thein'clves. 
Common’s of deciding in all cases upon independently to e\ert the power re- 
the nature and e.xt,ent of their own privi- niaining to them in tiie slate, by embrac- 
legcss confirmed, it would have a i'atal in- ing every opportunity of electing such 
finence upon the liberty of.the press, and iiieinhcrs only, as will unequivocally pro- 
might, in the hands of a corrupt and un- mise titcir best exertions to obtain that 
principled administration.become a dread- Refoim iif Parliament, .so absolutely es- 
fiil engine id despotism, and finally subver- sciitial to the salvation and permanent 
.sive of the Engli-si) Constitution. . pro.speriiy of the coniitiy. 

5 . That the fatal wars in whitrh we * 0. That the Right Hon. Viscount Mil- 

have been engaged, ^he lavish expend!- ton, when he solicited the honour of re- 
turc of public money, tht. exercise by the presenting the Coiiiiiy of 'V'oik, did so- 
House of Commons of illegal and unne- Icmnly dtclave to the people at the 
ccssary priviiege.s, Us approbation of ruin- Cloth Hall, in Leeds, that they should 
ous'expeditions, its support of weak and ever find in him ifn active euquirt-r into 
arbitrary Ministers, its refusal to enquire abuses, and were it inJiis power, he would 
into the shameful practice of trafficking root out the,very seeds of Corruption; 
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but that his lordship by his conduct on 
the motion of Mr. Madocks, respecting 
Mr. Perceval and Lord Castlereagh’s 
trafficking for seats, by his vote against 
the liberation of Mr. John Gale Jones, and 
more particularly by his vote and speech 
on Mr. Brand's motion for Reform, has 
insulted the people of England, and ren* 
dered himself unworthy of the confidence 
of his constituents. 

10 . That the Thanks of this meeting be 
given to Mr. Brand, for his motion, and 
speech in the House of Commons in favour 
of a Parliamentary Reform j to the 114 
members by whom that measure was sup¬ 
ported ; to Lord Erskine and Sir Samuel 
Romilly, for their manly and*eloquent 
defence of the g«>od Old Laws of England, 
and the rights of their fellow subjects ; 
and to Mr. Whitbread for h's unremitting 
attention to his duty in Parliament, and 
his constant^support of every measure fa¬ 
vourable to the interests of the people. 

11 . That the warmest acknowledg¬ 
ments of a grateful people arc more pie- 
emincntly due to Sir F. Burdett,' fqr liis 
prompt and generous attention tb the 
case of Mr. Jones ; for Ins eloquent, 
learned, and constitutional Argument 
against the poua r assifmed by the House 
of Commons, of imprisoning his Majesty’s 
Subjects contrary to»thc laws of tlie land ; 
and for his noble, bis s irtuous. liis nnru- 
mitted exertions, " through evil repo rt* 
and good report,” in Pailiam< nl and oiji 
of Parliament, in support of the grand 
National Cause in vshich he is engaged. 

1 ‘2. That the Addres'. to Sir F. Burdetl, 
now read by the (’b.\iriiian, expressive of 
the sentirneiUb and feelings of this Meet¬ 
ing, be fiy him iratisniiiied to tlie Ho¬ 
nourable Baroiirt without delay*. 

13. That as tlie rtspfctablc men who 
are now uniting in the t ause of Reform, 
have been the subjects of much calumny 
and abuse) and their motives most un- 
candidty and ungenerously misrepresent¬ 
ed, we cannot separate without solemnly 
declaring our inviolable attachment to the 
Government of this Country^ as by I.aw 
established ; that, n is our firm determina¬ 
tion equally to support the Rights of the, 
Crown, the just privileges of the Com¬ 
mons, anjl the liberties of the people ; 
that we want no impracticable plans, no 
fanciful theories, no vain speculatiuns; 
that the sober and rational Reform for 
which we contend, has been deejared ne¬ 
cessary to the salvation of the State by 
the most virtuous Patriots end most en¬ 


lightened Statesn^n; and finally, that the 
whole extent of our demand is “ the,Coil‘- 
stilutioii, the whole Constitution* and no¬ 
thing but the Constitution.” 

E. Rhodbs, Chairman. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Chairman, for 
his manly, able, and independent con¬ 
duct in tHfe Chair. » 2. That the Thanka 
of this Meeting be given to the 24'^\3fc?h- 
tlemen who signed the Requisition for 
calling together the Inhabitants of the 
Town upon this important occasion. 

To the Honourable the Commons of the 
United KingdoAi.of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in Parliamimf assembled.- - 
The Adduess and Petition of the, 
Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Town and Neighbourhood of Shef¬ 
field. 

‘ Shewelh; That convinced, as we un¬ 
alterably are, that your Honourable 
House is one of the main pillars of our ad- 
inirulilc Constitution, (to which we are 
sineereJy attached) it is with unfeigped 
regret w'c are compelled to consider that 
you have departed, in some respects, from 
the peculiar design of your institution, 
J[K combining the executive with the le- 
gitlalive functions, an pvil which ^.he pe¬ 
netrating Montcsquieu.fiye.saw might befai 
this happy country, and of w'hich, hs^ire- 
difted, we fear loo truly, that should it 
ever come to pa.ss, it would effect the 
speedy decays and eventual destruction of, 
our liberties.—Without nenrring to other 
acts of your Honourable House, which 
have appeared to evince a disregard for 
the sentiments of your constituents, and 
to indicate that you arc only nominally 
our Representatives, we will at presimt con¬ 
fine our.>,eIves to the cases of Mr. John Gale 
Jones and Sir Francis Burdett,,not with¬ 
out some hope that you will regret the 
severity of your proceed ing.s towards those 
free-born ^objects of our lawful sovereign, 
and that yoir will feel bound to restore 
them to their liberty, of which we con¬ 
ceive they have been unconstitutionally 
deprived.—We are well aware that your 
Honourable House has frequently claimed 
and exercised the right of imprisoning 
persons,’ members of the House of Coiji- 
mons, and also ethers not being members 
thereof, but wc cannot help regarding 
such right as opposed to the Law of the 
Land, and subversive of our personal se¬ 
curity.—On former occasions, when the 
claim and exercise of the privilege in 
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question ‘haTC been resisWd, your Flon. 
Hd^se,. by adburning beyond the time 
fixed for continuing the discussion upon 
such ^ivilege, or by forbearing to per¬ 
sist in the resolutions you had passed, 
have frequently shewn the uncertain 
tenure of suoh claims, and tacitly admitted 
their inexpedience. It is because thi* ex- 
epcise of this assumed* privilege lias been 
genfifSffiy accompanied with so much le¬ 
nity that it has not been viewed with that 
deep abhorrence, which we conceive its 
undefinedyind obnoxious nature is calcu¬ 
lated to excite, and which has been de¬ 
scribed in the truest, and most de- 
cisjve language, by that Friend of the 
•People, that firm “Supporter of injured in¬ 
nocence, Sir Francis Burdett. We beg 
leave respectfully to state to your Ho¬ 
nourable House that we coincide en¬ 
tirely with the learned Argument u.sed 
by the •patriotic . B ironet, and deem it 
unanswered and anansweralde.—While, 
therefore, we I’nHy adniii the projiriety 
of your removing impediments to the 
^ freedpra of debate, wliile we readiiy ac¬ 
quiesce in jMjur right of punisiiing wit¬ 
nesses at your Bar Tf>r conU mpt and pre¬ 
varication, while we object to no privi¬ 
leges which have, for their solo design tli^, 
prevention and renmval of every obstacle 
to th6 discussion ()j'Vho'<o important sui>- 
jects, Md the pursuit of those necessary 
inquiries, which so frequently occii[>y your 
Honourable House, yet in cases like those 
Mr. John Gale Jonc.s and Sir Francis 
Burdett, cases wWerein no violence was 
offered to your liberty of speech, no op- 
.position made to your debates, no inter¬ 
ruption given to your access to the House 
of Commons, nor any restraint upon y^ir 
persons attempteil; in such cases we are 
decidedly of opinion that we ought not to 
acknowledge your privilege ; and we do 
most solemnly call upon your Honourable 
House to renounce,* what we must deem 
an improper assumption of. needless 
power.—We earnestly beseech your Ho¬ 
nourable House to consider that Britons 
have rights which they ought never to re¬ 
linquish—rights bought with the best 
'blood of their foreTathers, transmitted-by 
them through a long line of patriotic 
ancestry, and beqiieaiht'd, as the iioble.st 
inheritance to their children.—For the 
exercise of one of these inalienable rights, 
through the medium of a free press, has 
your Hon. House punished two of our 
Countrymen, setting aside the ordinary 
course of law, anif in your own cause 
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taking upon yourselves the office, which 
we humbly maintain belongs only to a 
jury, that of deciding whether the publica* 
tion be libellous or not. At the same 
time we lament to learn, that in the exe¬ 
cution of your Speaker’s warrant, undue 
violence has been used to that law, which 
regards an Englishman’s house as his 
castle.—With this terrific stretch of privi¬ 
lege we cannot but be dissatisfied, us we 
feel that not even our real representatives 
ought, on any occasion, to have the right 
or power of dispensing with the Charter of 
our liberties.—^We imagine that we per¬ 
ceive *anoihor danger arising from the 
possession of privilege.s unlimited by law, 
which, if it were the sole danger, would 
prove their impro|)riety. If the two 
Houses of Parliament have power to de¬ 
fine their own privileges, each may assert 
such as are incompatible with those of the 
other, and which, by their cjiashing in¬ 
terests, may produce the evils of anarchy 
and civil war.—Here we eannot refrain 
from adverting to certain sentiments said 
to have ifeen delivered in your Honoura¬ 
bly lloifce ; we mean hints, w'o had almost 
said directions given to the Judges of the 
Laud, as to their future conduct in the 
actions brought by'Sir Francis Burdett 
against the Speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons, and the Serjeast at Arms. While 
uc regard those sentiments with indigna- 
l!Ton, we trust that the Judges arc so inde¬ 
pendent as to treat all such intiniation.s, 
%'herever and by whomsoever they may 
have been uttered, with deserved contempt, 
and that the Court of King’s Bench will 
satisfy the country, that to Britons there 
is no wrong without a remedy, and that 
[ by them no violence can be suliered with¬ 
out an appeal to the law.—Wc solemnly 
a.s.sure your Honourable House, that we re¬ 
gard the aforementioned rigorous treaf- 
meiit of British Subjects, and many of the 
various evils which afflict thq State, as 
1 arising immediately from the wretched 
policy of a weak and intolerant Mini.stry, 
but primarily from the imperfect state of 
the representation of the people. The 
Petition presented by Mr. (Jrey, now 
[jord Grey, in 179.S, at the Bar of your 
Honourable House, fully details the most 
shanieful abuses in the election pi Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament, and numerous petitions 
since that time, someof them very recent, 
have made it unnecessary for us to'expa- 
tiate on t^ose grievances and abuses here.— 
Wc must, however, takenhis opportunity to 
complain, that^bose grievances and abuses 
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r.fit only remain micorrected, but that, 
jiiilj’iiijj IVoin s»iu;lry recent proceedings 
ot‘>our Honourable flouse, \vc fear that it 
ji; the determination of a niajoiil v ol' vonr 
Members to perpetuate practices, u liich 
arcavowedly the ilisgraceof many llorough 
iileclions, which are in dnect violation 
of the purity of your Ilonourable Jiouse, 
and which c\’st in open rieflanee ol the 
strong resolutions upon (lut subject read 
by Mr. ]M'.iiiuek.s, uJioii he made his mo¬ 
tion respceti.ug the corrupt trafiic and n vo- 
ca'tion of a seat by two of his Majesty’s 
Ministers,.in the. case of Mr. Uuintin 
Dick, into wiiich ca-e, llagr.inl aKd ag¬ 
gravated as It appc.iied, you refused to 
make any inquiry — l aiicr alt these cir- 
cumstance.s, \vc canno', wirhout ih„ great¬ 
est sorrow, cttiitemplate (he fate of ]Mr. 
Brand’s motion on the subject oi'J^trlia- 
mentary Belonn ; a nioiion wliicli Lad- for 
its object only the formation of a (Jorn- 
miltcc to inquire into the expediency of 
Reform. Wq earnestly urge your Ho¬ 
nourable House to icconsider the; sii'nject; 
winch, as inseparably coniicctetl' wjth the 
peace and prosperity of our country’, yi'c 
have most seriously at heart; being con¬ 
fidently persuaded that the diftfianehise- 
nicnt of decayed Bouiughs, liie extension 
of elective rights to populous Towns, and 
triennial Paibamenfs, so far iVoiii being 
incroachcienls upon the (lonstitutioii of 
this Kingdom, ate iiulisjiensibly necessary 
for its prescrvation.-T-Aud your Petitioners 
wdll ever pray, &c. ' • 

Address to Sir Francis Bi rdett, Bart. 

" Sir ; Subjects of the same Realm, ex¬ 
posed to the same power, aiuenahle to the 
same laws with yourself, and equally em¬ 
barked ill the cause of Parliamentary 
Refill 111 , we feel it would be a dereliction 
©four duly, and an abamloimunt of prin¬ 
ciple, were we lo omit addressing you on 
your present confinement in the Tower of 
London.—Your conduct, as a representa¬ 
tive of the people, has obtained our highest 
approbaiiun, and we, in return, give ynu 
our sincere and heart-lcll thanks. "We 
have seen you systematically and honour¬ 
ably qbstain from those party struggles 
and contentions whicli so frequently occur 
in the House of Commons; struggles and 
contentions, in which, perhunal ambition 
and the t;rnoluments of office, too often 
predominate over the more important con- 
sidetalions of publid good. With equal 
satisfaction we hajve seen you appropriate 
your time and your talenlf to questions. 
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generally perlia^is, less’.qjtractive and im¬ 
puting, hut in our ostiinalion, of faj- wg. 
peiior moment, and of inofe siluta*ry‘ef. 
ft'ci; tiic oppressed individual in 
you found a readj^ and an able advocate, 
and the public perulalor a determined 
enemy • by your rta’arch and exertions 
great eorsliluijcnil quc-slions have been 
eiucidafesi, the pi tv i-'ions of the gran.d 
Charter of British iTcedom have Iwcwjgie 
more generally known, its blessings more 
exten^iv. !\ felt, and its value more highly 
and more aeniratoly ('stimated, ‘^nd though 
we lament that those exeriions have, sub¬ 
jected you lo gicat privations and much 
personal iiicoiivenhtnce, we rojoirc that 
the right of the Houset of Commons' to 
impri.s(,n w ilhout the intervention of ‘a 
jury” is, by your peiset erance, shortly to 
be decidcil upon in a court of law. Yet 
when vve conU'inpiivte the iiuportant in- 
' teiests invoiveil in this decision, we con¬ 
fers, we ticmbie for l|ie result, because 
we feel shictrcly und jvarmly attached 
lo the Constitutional Covernment <if our 
Country, as a (jo\ tnimenl not arbitrary 
and capricious, hut tif known, dehned, 
and positive l.m-; secuiingto the people 
trial for imputed oliince-,, ,\liirh we rc- 
^^ird as the basis of all poliln al freedom, 
apil without which, no liberty can pos- 
sibly”^ exist. Feeling strongly this*rayonal 
attachiiient to the wfu'iesjiiie |,r(V'isions 
and good enaetmen's of our forelalhers, 
we protest aguiubt the cxtvci.se which has 
been made of an undefined and undefinable 
privilege by tlie bon. tte House of Com¬ 
mons, in the imprisonment of John (bile 
.lories and yourself, for alledgcd olfences, 
whieh. ill our opinion, are cognizable 
oilfy in the cstablivlied courts of law.— 
Sir, we regard power without right as one 
of the most odious objects tiiat can be pre¬ 
sented to tlie iiumari imagiiintion, and wc 
deprecate its establishment as' a part of 
the Government of oi^r Country, because 
wc know that wherever it is sufiered to 
exist its mfluence and its operations must 
of necessity be deadly and malignant. 
No salutary provision can flourish wHIiin 
its reach. We know likewise, “ that un- 
lituited power ,is apt tO'corrupt the minds- | 
of those who possess it, and that where J 
law emls, tyranny begins.” Permit us, 
air, before we quit this part of our subject, 
to enquire, in the language of the great 
Chatham, wiicn speaking of this assump¬ 
tion of power by tlie Flon. the Hob.se of 
Commons; " What is this mysterious 
power, uudefmed by law, unknown to the 
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subject, which we musr not approach 
wiuidiit awe, ^or speak of without re- 
veren||f, wnich no man may question, but 
to which all men must submit.”—Sir, hav¬ 
ing expressed our approbation of your 
conduct, and given you our sincere and 
heartfelt thanks, we have only to add to 
our wishes, that restored to yojir family 
and tp the public, \^hose cause you as- 
sidtiou^y serve, even from the recesses of 
a prison, you may long continue in jier- 
fetflt licalrh, the delight of the one, and the 
boast andjhdmiration of the other, the ex¬ 
ample to all good men, and the diead and 
terror of evil Soers.” ^ » 

• 

-4-T- 

• TOWN OF NOTTINOHAM. 

At a numerous Public Meeting of the 
Electors and inhabitant Housekeepers of 
the said Town, convened by the Mayor, , 
at the •(juildhall* in the said 'J’own, on | 
Monday the C?fcth day of May, ISK', in 
compliance wiih*a Requisition of many 
res|)t'ctable F.lectors and Housekeepers, 
and Uience, lor want of .sufficient room, 
adjourned to the Maikct-place. Mr. 
ALDEinivfi lIowiTT in the Chair ; the fol¬ 
lowing Ivesolulions were passed unani¬ 
mously :— ^ 

Resolved, I. That the Constitution iff 
this Tiuigdom, cunkuitied in the Great 
CharteV signed by King John, and con¬ 
firmed by the Ihll of Rights, at the glo¬ 
rious ,Era of the Revolution, possesses our 
l*ighesl approbation and vetier.ttioii, and 
shall ever obtain *uur cordial support as 
being the Birthright of Linglishmcn. 

2. That the violation of any of liie 
Clauses of these Bulwarks of the Constitu¬ 
tion is aii^infringement on the Jiberties of 
Britons, anddcserve.s our severest animad¬ 
versions and unqualified censure. 

3. ThaGby Magna ('iiarta it is esta¬ 
blished, that " No Freeman shall he taken 
or imprisoned, or di?|)osses.se(J of his frcc 
Teneimnt and l.ibeities, or outlawed or 
banished, or any wise hurt or injurcil, un¬ 
less by the legal jydgment of his Peeis, or 
by the Law of the Land that this Rigist 
was further confirmed by a Statute passed 
inllie Reign of Ldwaid the'TInrd, eiiatt- 
inglhat" No man of what state or.condi- 
<io« soever, shill be put. out of Land or 
Tenement, nor taken, nor mij-nsoned. nor 
disinherited, nor put to death, without 
being.brought in answ'tr l.y due pro-,'es.sof 
the Law that in the Bill of Rights it is 
declared, “ That the pretended power of 
suspending Iaws, or the execution of 


Laws by regal (much less by any other) 
Authority, without consent of Parlian>ent, 
is illegal;” and it is further added, that 
" Wc do claim, demand, and insist upon 
all and singular the Premises as our un¬ 
doubted Rights and Privileges.” 

4. That with regret and indignation 
wc learn that one Branch of the Legisla¬ 
ture alone, the Commons Hou.se of Parlia¬ 
ment, has a.ssumed to itsell' I he Olfioes of 
Piasecutor, Judge,Jury and Executioner; 
(hat this Honourable House has iinmurtd 
within the walls of a Prison, and detained 
duriiig^ils plea.sure, one of our fellow sub¬ 
jects, upon a Charge cognizable in our 
Common ^'ourts ol Law, where lie might 
have been legally tried by twelve of his 
Pei rs; that by the command ol this same 
Honourable House, another of our fellow 
vSuhj- ets, the i Viend of the People, the 
Defender of our Lihertie.s, for an Appeal 
to his Con.slituetit.«, (which wt > conceive 
not only^ to be the Right but the Duly- of 
every Representative,) haslieen dragged 
from fiis flouse, his Castle, by en Army 
of HolihVrs, and impri.soncd in'(he Tower. 

ft. That we are the more alarmed at 
this as.suiiiption of Privilege, on account 
of (he ]tarli,dity witji which it is exercis¬ 
ed ; that it appears to us to originate in a 
determined wish to subvert the Liberties 
and Rights of Britons,*and to destroy the 
i^jiiit of the Brilish Constitution; for 
whilst the vilest State Dcliiiquenls, who 
j^Liek the Heart’s-blood of the Constitution, 
and (‘onsuuie its very vit,d.«, escape un¬ 
punished ; the attack i.s levelled against 
its best friends, its most firm Supporters; 
and whilst the man wdio endeavours to ex¬ 
clude the People from a knowledge of the 
Conduct of their Representatives, and who 
with ignominy and conlcmpl is hurled 
from his station by his justly incensed 
Con3(ituent.s, is elevated to a post of high 
Dignity, Honour, and Responsibility, the 
Petition.s and Remonstrances of Thousands 
ol'llir* most enlightened Britons are coa- 
tpinptuously dismissed. 

0. Tiiat^.e cannot in language suffi¬ 
ciently strong express our detestation at 
the Crimes, and our Conteiiiiit of the 
Imbecility of those Miui.'ier'i. whif have 
been the Authors of all (he recent Sufler- 
iugs and Calamities of Britons ; Men wdio 
ajipcar to us cquallj'^ weak aud w'irked; 
Men who can send Thousands’ of the 
bravest Bril ish Hcroesto pen.+h h_v Disease 
and Pestilence, lest, fbrsootli, they should 
be thought to be actuated " by the rigid 
precepts of Ctfld Precaution.”—Men who 
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Petition to the Honourable the Compiwis 
of the United Kingdotrf' oPGre*at BrU 
tain, in Parliament assembled. ** . 


have planted Cannon in our Streets to 
overawe the Public Voice ; Men whose 
object, as, far as we can judge from their 
Conduct, appears to be to drive the Peo¬ 
ple to Desperation, but who bare hitherto 
been unsuccessful in their Detestable At¬ 
tempt ; Men who are our Sovereign’s 
greatest Enemies, by endeavouring to ex¬ 
pose his Name to Odium, in order to screen 
themselves from an Awful Responsibility; 
Men who have entwined Laurels on the 
brow of England's Enemy, but are their 
Nation’s Curse, and their Country’s Fel- 
lest Foes. , 

7. That with the deepest Sorrow we 
lament, that, in the midst of these Grie¬ 
vances and Calamities, we have turned 
our eyes in vain for the preservation of 
our llights and Privileges, to that Band of 
Senators which formerly possessed our 
Coiihdence and Support; we lament, that 
they have disappointed the Hopes and Ex¬ 
pectations of the Country. But whilst we 
watch them w'ith an eye of jealousy and 
mistrust, we shall be ready to , return to 
them, when they return to the dejptncc of 
the People’s Cause, and give us a solefnn 
Pledge of their Disinterestedness and Sin¬ 
cerity. 

9. That this Meeting pr( sent a Petition 
to the Honourable House of Commons, 
praying for a Parliamentary Reform, &c. 
and that the said Petition be transmitter! 
to Daniel Parker Coke, and John Smith, 
Esquires, our Representatives, for pre^eng, 
tation ; who are hereby instructed to sup¬ 
port the same. 

10. That this Meeting present an Ad¬ 
dress to Sir Francis Burriett, expressive of 
their Gratitude for his Patriotic Conduct 
in defence of our Liberties. 

11. That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be given to Lord Erskine, to Lord Coch¬ 
rane, t© Lord Folkestone, to Sir Samuel 
Romilly, to Mr. Whitbread, to Colonel 
Watdle, a!nd to General Matthew, for their 
undeviating upright Conduct on all pub¬ 
lic Occasions, when the Liberty and Inde¬ 
pendence of their Countrymin have call¬ 
ed for their Exertions. 

12. That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be ^ven to Mr. Brand, for his Motion to 
obtain a, Reform in Parliament; to our 
worthy Repri'sentative, John Smith, Esq .; 
and to the other One Hundred and Thir¬ 
teen Members of die House of Commons, 
who supported the seme. 

W uxiAji Mcwwtt, Cfeulrman. 


Sheweth ; That whilst most of the na¬ 
tions on the Continent of Europe have 
been sunk in Despotism, and in conse¬ 
quence involved in Anarchy, it has been 
the glory of England to possess a yjcg^ited 
Monarchy, a happy Constitution, consist¬ 
ing of King, Lords, and Commons in Par¬ 
liament assembled. That we hail with 
rapture that Branch of the Legislature 
which forms the Democracy of the Con¬ 
stitution, the MoUiie of Commons, receiv¬ 
ing it as the peculiar blessing of Engl*$h- 
men, the Palladium of our Liberties, qp' 
the preservation of which depends the 
salvation of our Country. That we can¬ 
not therefore be justly charged with any 
wish to lower the dignity of this branch 
of our Constitution, when we humbly re¬ 
quest a patient hcarinj^ of our grievances, 
and a redress of what vve conceive to be 
our wrongs.—Under this conviction, we 
beg leave to call the attention of«your 
Honourable House to a Statement offered 
to be proved at your bar, and still rc- 
jnaining uncontrajilicted on your Journals, 
tiiat 300 Members of your Honourable 
House, comprising nearly one-half ol^ your 
whole number, are in'fact returned to your 
House by 150 Peers. We appeal'» your 
Honourable House whether this glaring 
fact be not in direct opposition to the 
original design of your Constitution’? 
whether the Commons House of Parlia¬ 
ment, instead of being a check; upon the 
Lords and upon the Throne, is not in dan-' 
gcr of becoming, by this means, a humble 
dependant upon the Aristocracy, or the 
tool of the Crown ? whether it be pro¬ 
bable that the sentiments of. the Peers 
should in every respect accord with the 
sentiments of the People, whose Guardians 
and Reprcsentative.s tiie Commons are ex¬ 
pected to b^.—We are induced to make 
this appeal at the present time in conse¬ 
quence of several recent occurrences, in 
which a Majority of your Members bos 
not only acted in opposition to the voice, 
oftlie People,' but (we are compelled to 
state) has, in our estimation, violated the ^ 
Liberties and jJirth-rights of Englishmen. 
We pray that you would coolly ^d de¬ 
liberately review that clause in the Bill 
of Rights, upon which Mr. John Gale 
Jones w'as arraigned at your Bar, and 
condemned to confinement in a Prison 
during your pleasure. We ask, whether 
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the Clause, which he \las charged with 
hwfng vjpfa^d, “ That the Freedom of 
Spec^, or Debates and Proceedings in 
Parliament, ought not to be impeached or 
qaestioned in any Court or Place out of 
Parliament,” was not intended to check 
the encroachments of a despotic King 
upon the Liberties of the Peqple, not to 
Scr^^ their Representatives from the 
People’s animadversion ? In proof that 
this was its meaning, we refer you to the 
lait Clause in the same glorious Bill, 
which states, “ That no Declarations, 
Judgments, Doings or Proceedings to the 
prejudice of the Peopje in any of the said 
Pseniises, ought in any W'ise to be drawn 
■ hereafter in consequence or example.” 
We ask whether your Honourable House 
have not converted one Clause " to the 
prejudice of the People,” and by de¬ 
priving a British Subject of liis Liberty* 
withoiA a Trial by his Peers, acted 
with ”a Vigour*beyond the Law?”— 
We also beg leave to state to y<uir Ho¬ 
nourable House our opinion, that it is not 
onlyvthe Right but the Duty of every Re¬ 
presentative to lay before his Constituents 
the motives of his public Conduct, and 
appeal to them for their sanction ajyl 
approbation. Impressed with this c(>n-* 
riction,* we learn;with sorrow, that Sir 
Francis Burdett,* fur a statement of hi^ 
opinidtis to his Constituents, has been 
dragged from his family and home, by 
an order of your lloiioui able House, and 
tonveyed by an^Army of Soldiers to the 
Tower.—Whilst the utmost stretch of 
power is, exeici.sed upon those who, in 
• our opinion, are not merely innocent, hut 
deserving of the gratitude of their9tiuii- 
try, we observe with concern and morti- 
fveation that the highest Stale Delintpients 
incur not .even so much as your censure. 
Lord Castlereagh, an acknowledged traf¬ 
ficker of Seats in your llonouridde House, 
is politely excused, and kirullv forgiven. 
Your Hononrab'e House has. refused even 
to inquire into the conduct of Mr, Perce¬ 
val, the First Minister of the Ciowu, 
though charged with conniving at prac- 
. tices " at which our ancestors would have 
startled with indignation,”* because tlTose 
practices “ are as notorious as tlic noon¬ 
day sun.”—These, and other grievances, 
iinperijouslv demand us to call for a 
thorough Reform of the House of Com¬ 
mons, We therefore humbly, but ur- 
f gently pray, that, as a preliminary step, 
you will immediately onlorthe liberation 
of John Gale Jones, and Sir Francis Bur- 


dett, and then lend every assistance in 
your pow'er to the latter, towards the at¬ 
tainment of a complete Refq^m in our 
Representation. We are confident that 
we utter the sentiments of millions of 
Britons, when we appeal to the noblest 
feelings by which man can be actuated, 
the love of his fellow men, when we ad¬ 
dress ourselves to the cool dictates of 
your unbiassed judgment, when we call 
upon you, for the preservation of your 
own dignity, to grant us a radical Reform. 
—We believe that the happiness of the 
Nation, and the salvation of tfie Country', 
depend upon it.' Only let the House of 
Common!^ be the fair Representatives of 
the people, and we are persuaded that 
they will have no occasion to complaiji of 
the violation of their Privileges ; for their 
Pri’ ileges and our Liberties would ever 
accord. Around such a House of Com¬ 
mons, the People of England would rally 
with enthusiasm and rapture ; they 
would unite with them in one Comtnon 
Cause, qpd be ready to shed the last drop 
of thaij- blood in their protection and de- 
fi?ncc. 


LIVERPOOL PETITION. 

To the Honourable the Commons of the 
T’nited Kingdom.** Tlie Humble Pe¬ 
tition of the undersigned Inhahi- 
TANTs of the Town and Neighbour- 
, HOOD of Liverpool. 

^ Sheweth,—That in the year 1793, his 
Majestvr, by tiie advice of his then Minis¬ 
ters, engaged in a war asrainst France for 
llie purpose of curbing the power of that 
country, and circumscribing its limits.— 
That, in the prosecution of t!ie Raid war, 
various military expe'l”ion'; iiave been 
filaimed and conducted, by succcs-sive 
adrniiiistrafions. which expeJitinns have 
ahiKi' t ^nifoimly fail'd m accomplishing 
the obifcls for winch they vvere under- 
isd'cn.—Th.it in jiroof of this assertion, 
your P( fitioiiers uog leave to call to the 
iot<.!lo'tiois ol your Honourable House 
the Expo.lit.on to Flanders in ihe year 
17 !) 3 —the descent upon i-luiberon Bay in 
17'J'1 —the Invasion ol Holland in 1799 — 
the Attack tm Constanlinople yi 1807— 
the Expedition to I'igypt and Buenos 
Ayres in liie same yeai—the d^isgracefiil 
Convention of Ciiilra—the C.niipajgn of 
Sir John Moore m Spain—and the retreat 
of Sir Arthur Wcllc.dc^, after the victory 
at Talavera, where he left his .sick and 
wounded to tfie mercy of the enemy.— 
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And they particularly beg leave to call to 
the recollection of your Honourable House, 
that his Majesty’s present 'Ministers did, 
in July list, fit out an armament of a 
magnitude unexampled in the annals of 
lliis Country, for the purpose of taking 
the City of Antwerp, and destroying the 
ships and stores which might be found in 
that port—and that the said armament 
returned home without effecting the object 
of its equipment, and having its numbers 
miserably thinned by a disease, the cer¬ 
tainty of the occurrence of which seems 
to have befcn known to every body—his 
Majesty’s Ministers alone. cxcepCed.— 
Your f*etiiioncrs further beg leave to re¬ 
present to your Honourable House, that 
.-n considering the foreign policy of the 
dilterent admin'tstrations who have mana¬ 
ged the war with France, they find, that 
■whereas, on our entrance into the said 
war, all the,grcat powers of Europe were 
in alliance with us, they are now arranged 
on the side of \he enemy ; and, that the 
general result of the present long pro¬ 
tracted hostilities is, that, notwiiKstauding 
the most gallant exertions on the' parl.of 
his Majesty’s fleets and armies, the limits 
of Franco, instead of being contracted, 
are greatly extended.' and that her power, 
instead of being checked, reigns para¬ 
mount throughout '.almost the whole of 
Europe.—Your Petitioners, moreover, bejr 
leave humbly to state, that their feelings on 
the above-mentioned subjects are grealjjy 
aggravated by the scandalous system of" 
Peculation, which has of late years been 
disclosed, and by the profuse expenditure 
of public money, which has ticcasioned 
the grievous weight of Taxation under 
which the nation now labours.—Your 
Petitioners do humbly coticeivc, that a 
long train of misfortunes, such as wc have J 
enumerated, and the coni-oiiuent diminu¬ 
tion of the relative strength, and^olif'cil 
influence of the nation, must be imputed 
as matter of blame, either to the com¬ 
manders emjiloyed to execute the mea¬ 
sures of Government, or to Ministers, wiio, 
by the unskilfulness of their plans, have 
lost attainable objects, or by their fnll 3 ' 
and obstinacy have wasted the efflirts ojf 
the nation on objects which arc unattaina¬ 
ble.—Aijd yet your Petitioners are com¬ 
pelled to state, that save iii the case of 
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I the Commandert of the <-Expedition to 
Buenos Ayres, no indivjdual,^eitJ)er Minis¬ 
ter or General, has been^ brou^ to 
punishment, as being accountable fSr the 
losses and misfortunes which have befallen 
the British Arms. That on the contrary, 
the plan and conduct of one- disastrous 
Expedition after another, stands vindi¬ 
cated on fne Journals of your Honour¬ 
able Mouse; and that nothing ap^^s 
there to deter his Majesty’s Ministers 
from again wasting the blood and trea¬ 
sure of the country, as they have lately 
done in the Expedition to Walchcren.— 
Your Petitioners /urther bc'g leave to 
state, that they are^ humbly of opinioji, 
that this impunity of tl?e planners and 
conductors of disastrous enterprises, antf 
the consequent repetition of such enter¬ 
prises, is no otherwise to be accounted for, 
than by the mode in which many of tlie 
iVleinbers of your honourable House ob¬ 
tain Seats therein; and •especially by the 
introduction into your honourable House 
of numerous Placemen, Pensioners, and de¬ 
pendants on the Minister for the tim^be¬ 
ing, whom your Petitioners humbly con¬ 
ceive to have an obviou.s interest, in for¬ 
bearing to condemn, when condemnation 
vvtuld remove from oflicc, those to whom 
they look up for fortmte and influfnce.r-:- 
Your Petitioners furtljc^ beg lcav6 to 
state, that this thair opinion has cf late 
been strongly confirmed, by the open de¬ 
fence of the system of Parliamentary cor¬ 
ruption, which, during the last Session oL 
Parliament, u as set up in*-your honourable 
House, and wiiich diew I’rom your Speaker 
the mcinoralile remark, that the practices 
so dc||:nded, were. practices, at the men¬ 
tion of which our aiiccstor.s would have 
stalled with indignation and disgust,”— 
Your Petitioner,-- have been still more 
strongly confirined in the cpiaion above 
stated, by the fact, that lord Viscount 
(’asllereagh, a Menib« r of your honour' 
able IIous\*, vvas, in the .said Se.s.sion, con¬ 
victed of the'two-fold offence of oflering 
East India p.itronag<- in barter for a Seat 
in your hoHous-able House; and that this 
olleiice, and tne vindication of the system 
of o'irruption a^bove alluded to, were pass¬ 
ed over by your honourable House without 
any vofe of censure thereon. 

CTo Ife cotuinued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

• . • 

,«®lRs. Clauke. -^This ladx-^ has, at 

last, after long menacing, published her 
bpok. entitled the Rival Princes, than 
which a ipore flagrant catch-penny never 
issued from the shop of a low and greedy 
bookseller. • The two Volumes, which are 
sold at ISs. do not contain so much print 
as two news-papers; and, more than one 
4ialf of tlie matter consists of the history 
of the Upholsterer’s bill and of the two 
trials, of all of which the public was be¬ 
fore in possession.—The objects of the 
publication are evident enough ; namely,* 
1. To get moneys 2. to take vengeance 
upon Mr. Wa^idle, Major Doud, and 
every other person, w'ith whom the writer 

felt herself oflended.-The first object 

wilJJ to a certain extent, be accoinpbshed; 
but the latter certainly will not, theya/s- 
hood as well as tnaticc. of the writer be¬ 
ing visible in every page.-il/ynarai^is 

introduced into this work; and, when I* 
have remarked ujion the assertions con¬ 
nected with it, tift Readers of the Register 
will, al any rate, be able to form a pretty 
tolerably correct opinion as to how fir the 
bare word of Mrs. Clauke, unsupported 
*by other eviden^-e, is to be idled upon. 

-She says of me, that I became tiic 

determine ^/oeof the Duke of York because 
he refused to dine with me, in a [lariy 
which was to have taken plai e at her 
house. *She tolls a long story about ihi 
invitation and about put ting it eff, and 
about explanations, not one word of all 

which iif true.-In this, as in other 

cases, she lays hold of a single fact, per¬ 
fectly insignificant" in itself, perhaps, and 

upon it she builds her romantic«toiy.- 

The truth, as relating to this matter, is, 
that Mr. RobeuxKnioht, at whose house 
I was dining, with Mr. Wm. Scott and 
others, in the wintejr of 1800, asked me if I 
had any objection to difle with him at 
Mrs. Clarke’s, whom he spoke of as a 
very pretty woman in (ilouce.ster Place, 
and this was the first fime I had ever 
heard of her. Alter l a had explained to 
me who and what shv was, I agreed, at the 
end of much entreaty, to be of the parly, 
if Mr. Win. Scott would. Mr, Scott 


-^-[930 

agreed; but, before the da:y came, Mr. 
Scott being at my house (then at Parson’s 
Green), I begged of him, m consequence 
uCmy wife’s Direction to my dining at such 
a place, to tell Mr. Knight, that I de¬ 
clined going.-So that all the whole 

story about the “ cards of invitation,” and 
about«her “ putting the party oft)” and 
my being “ disappointed” and “ angry’* 
on this accxiunt; all this is pure invention, as 
Mr. Wm. Scott would, I am certain, at any 

time, testify, if it were necessary.-She 

further says, that an " explanation” of this 
took place, when I '^r.w her at Westbourne 
Place, last year. So .t aid ; but here there 
is a w'ant of memory equal to the force of 
iuiagiiiation so visible cl.se;^vhere; for, at 
iho time and place here mentioned, she 
reproached me with not having dined 
witii h*e4' in Glouce-ster Place, and I de¬ 
fended rnyseii by telling her what W'as 
the real impediment, whereupon she 
observed, tliat, - if tjiat was the case, 1 
.should have some indulgence for others v/ho 

submitted to petticoat govcmmrit. -As 

she appeals to my Ix^d Folkestone, who 
B’as present at this interview, it is cer¬ 
tainly her memory must have failed 
^er; lor, she would hardly.have know-, 
iiigly and usele-ssly exposed herself to th« 
ceitain contempt of even one person.——— 
li is a very just remark, that those who 
make free with facts should have good 
memoiies; and this is particularly neces- 
^ary, when time and place are of any con¬ 
sequence. Mrs. Clarke says, that my 
hostility, as she calls it, to the Duke of 
York, aroic from the Duke’s refusal to 
dine with me. Now, in the first place, 
how was 1 to know of this refusal ? She 
docs not pretend, that she ever had any 
intercourse with r.ie in her life. How, 
therefore, \|’as 1 to know of the Duke’s 
refusal .> But, it is useles.s to reason about 
what i.s, by undeniable facts, proved to be 
false. By referring to the Volume* if the 
Register, it will be perceived, that the far 
greater part of my writings a^imt the 
Duke qf York took place in 1804' and 
1805; whereas the invitation to dine with 
Mrs. Clarke took plafe late in the mdnth of 
February,]SOo. The.se dates it is impos¬ 
sible for her to explain Sway. They con- 
2 G • 
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tain proof positive, complete prortf, that 
what she says about mv motives in at¬ 
tacking the Duke of York is false; and, 
it is very, fair fur me to conclude, as in 
sinceiity Ivdo believe, that what she says 
about the motives of others is equally false. 
In other cases the proof mav be more diffi¬ 
cult to coni^.at; but, 1 think, Hiat it is 
very fair to consider tliis as a criterion of 
her veracity ; and that, as I said from tin- 
first, in tin-’ case of I he Duke of York, that 
her evidence alone, wmtppoi ted bp anp otha-, 
ought not to be taken, especially when 
gi\cn against any one, on whom she ma¬ 
nifestly thirs(e<l for revenge, as was the 
case during the int estimation, and as is 
equally the case now. She ha^ changed 
her objecls; but In r vindictiveness is not 
less active now against Mr. Wardi*-, Major 
Dodd, Sii Richard Phillips and olheis, 

than it was against the Duke of Yoik- 

Another of her .italtnieiits of' motives will, I 
think, s.itih!^- the reader as to her coircet- 

in-ss in this way.-'I'liat, whenTw-ent 

If* s<e her, aloitg with Lord Folkestone, in 
Westhuurne Place (I never saw her but 
that time in my life). I said vety* civil 
tilings to her, becuu-te she was then {he kep- 
stone <}/' Mr, Wardle's fame. .She says, that 
it was “ Daring the Investigation” that 
Lord Folkestone took me to see her ; and 
that, then, lehile she -Mts of so much use 
against the Duke of Vork, and the kep-stone 
Mr. Wardle'sfame; it was thin, and for 
that cause, that I jiraised her; and that t 
have abused her since I foiiiul that .sljp 
WU.S no longer doing what .she was thei^ 

doing.-Here again she is overset by 

dates. She .should keep a journal ; or, 
slie should endeavour to strengthen her ruc- 
mortj. Is there Jio patent nit dicine for im¬ 
potence in tlie recollecting faculties ?- 

This is a very plausible story of licr.s,- 
and all liang-^ together very nicely,'till the 
reader is udd, that the day, on which 
Lord l^olkcstoiietook me tosec Mrs.Clarke 
(I never saw her but once) was the third 
dap of June, ISO'), aliiio.str/ionMs after 
(he Investigation v:as ind J; above a fort- 
uiglit (as will he .set'll by her own letter, 
p. lO.*!, Vol. II.) after she hriif cowe/o an 
open rupture with Mr. Wardle; and two 
I lays after Wright, her Upholsterer, htid made 

his demand upon Mr. llaidle. -And yet, 

observe, -the positively asserts, that it was 
•Ruling the investigat'Rrn and while she was 
serving the views of Lol. Wardle, that I went 
to see her and to say civil tilings to her ! 
—I never was in Lbndon, during the In¬ 
vestigation. I w'a% not in Lonuun, that 


year, ’till the 2nd So that 

here again is ptoof posil,ive,, proof thp 
mo.st complete, of falsehood, 'ptocfsMRtig 
either from a deliberately wicked apiiid, 
or from a total want of memory. Be it 
which it may, it shews that her hare word 
is worth nothing at all. And, then, ob- 
.serve, that, in the whole of the book, there 
is nothing vlledged against aiip bodp, where 
the allegation docs not rest salelp upmUIa-r 
bare ward; for, as to the letter of my 
Lord Folkcilone, it contains optVnowi mere¬ 
ly, which opinions are amditional, the 
eonditiori being, that what she haSsaid was 
true; uniLlanisatisfied,tiiathislordshiphas 
now found it to havt,been u.s laisc as these 

lier assertion.s relating to me.-1 thinir, 

that this might suffice ; *hut I will give,, 
one more instance. It relates to the brief 
m the trial of the -aeliuii brought by 

Wright.-She says: “Mr. Cubbett 

‘‘ having got wind of the impending daii- 
“ gerofliis friend’s [lojinhii iiy, wirtdff some 
“ inquirks upon tlie snl(iert, and lic.aring, 
“ through Mr. IVaithtnan he had seen 
“the Coloiiel’s lirief, wliieli evinced an 
“ niispotled easi-, he gave him his assurance 
"of.siippoit in bis Weekly Register, but 
“ expressed a desire to see a fair copy of 
“ it, which Mr. C'orfield immediately pre- 
.“Yvared with all necessary omissions, and 
“Wardle sent it oil'to Bollcy. Cobbett 
“ and Waillniian lieing' vnpressed with a 
“ belief that this Brief cuntaiiicd tli6*«'/io.'c 
“ transaction, and it in no w-ay impeached 
“ the character of their friend Wardle, a.s 
“ a gentleman, and a man of honour, they - 
“ predicted the most favoul'ahle result to his 

“ cau.se.-As the trial approached, and 

“ a.s Colonel Wardle’s fears gradually made 
“ him unfold circumstances that were not 
“ touched upon in the briefs, which had 
“ been prepared cxpiesslp to preserve his chp,- 
“ racier with Cohbett and Waithman, Mr. 
“ Coifield began to see a little more into 
“ the real situation of his client, and ad- 

“ vised nccordingly.k’-One would 

hardly ihink it pos.sihlp, that any person 
in the world could sii down and pen sucli 
a string of fal.scliouds. Yet, 1 solemnly 
deci ire, 1. that, so far from making any 
inquiries about Wright’s action, 1 never 
healed of it, as fair as 1 recollect, ’till 1 saw 
an account ofthe trial; 2. that Mr. Waith- 
maii never wrote to m«, or spoke to tn^, 
upon the subject in his life ; 3. that 1 
never expressed any desire to see the 
brief; 4. that, the copy of the brief which 
was sent me (and that not ’till efter the 
trial) was a copy, which had been in court 
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and that contained the notes in the hand 

• writhiff of l/^ counsel.- -Tlicse are «pe- 

Vimeiis^dr^rs'. Claike’s veracity. , In fact, 
tlupwhole book.wilh the exceptions of hero 
and tilt re a fact, is a romance ; a thiiicjof 
pure iiivf'iition. Here anti there a /wr/ has 
lieeii laid hold ol, such, for instance, as 
wij/ iawin" been at IVesihourne Pliice with 
Lord Folkestone; tjjat is tine^ but all the 
j^srcnmstanccs engrafted on it arc lake, 
though stated with so much conhdcnce. 
^And, why should not this be thti case 
with regard to those stoiics, which are 
relateda>f others, and which, indeed, have 
the. word,y«/4e written upon their front r 

-The stories abtfilt « m/dtrivv kept by 

iVIr. WaiiDLC;^ and another visited by 
Ma.ior Douo, are, 1 am satisfied, wholly 

groundless.-As to the DUKE OF 

KENT, there is not, in this book, the 
fiiimjvie of a proof that he had, either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, any hand at all in 
stirring the inquiries against the Duke of 
York. Here are letters from all sorts of 
jior.sons; but, uuder the liaiid of no one, 
except that of Mrs. Clarke, do you see 
am’ thing relating, in thi* most distant 
mamier, to the Duke of Ki nt. This ac- 
C'lisatioi! against the Duke of Kent lia.s 
been hutched, like ail the other accusa- 
tions. It rests'solely upon Mrs. Clartceis 
word^ her Aare word; which is, indeed, 

now heconic ba«e»cnough.-1 have read 

thi.s'*^)ook through with great attention ; 
and 1 do not find, that, except as far as 
Mrs.-Clarke’s w/«e as.'ietlinn goes, it con¬ 
tains any thing that can, in any sound'* 
mind, injure an^ hodf; and, as to the 
chief objects of her malice, Messrs. Waii- 
OI.E and Dodo, not a shadow’ of proof is 
there, that either of ihi;m ever did or .said 
any lipng dislionourable ; nay, any thing 
at all improper, or unbecoming tbem. 

■ —It ^ lias been asked, by .some per¬ 

sons : V I low can you accuimt for tins 
“ active and eager interference of Major 
“ Dodd, unless 1 /otf supposi. that the Duke of 
Kent set him on ?” -may, in¬ 

deed, exist a doubt upon tills point ; a sus- 
may exist; but, surely, here is no 
proof. Creat men, in general, ridicule 
tbe idea of making them responsible for 
what their secretaries do; (pcm in their of¬ 
fices : and, where, then, is the ju.siireof 
niaking the Duke of Kent nnsw'erable for 
what his Secretary did otit of his qffic', and 
out of his house? 1 have known .sonie- 
tliiiig of Mr. Dodd for ten years past; and 
I sfiunld suppose him to luive tulluwed the 
dictates of his own mind in co-opcrating 
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with Mr. Wardle. At any rate, there m 
HO proof, nor the semblance of proof, to 
the coiuiaiy ; and yet, it is stated, in the 
public prints, that Mr. Dodd's brother of¬ 
ficers, that is to say the qfliceri <f Artillery. 
have made a t|p» laraiioti, they will 

net associnte with him, andyih's upon the 
ground ol Mis. Claiki'’>^harge.s against 
him. The least o(l'i'nsiy<! part of this de¬ 
claration is its inju.stite, though that is 
^ollensive enough. lint, the hasenc.\s of it 
is heyoiul all ilescriptioM. What, then ! 
They thought Mr. Dodd was douvj,’did 
they ? They, at least, saw him marked 
out,, and closely pursued ; and, like the 
herd in the forest, they not only declined 
to defend him; but actu.illy pitcln’d on 
liim ill a body. 1 should liope, tliat this 
report is not true. 1 hav<; w'itnessgd_ a 
great deal of baseiie.ss in my time; Imt, I 
do not know that ] ever even heard of any 
thing quite so base as tliis, especially wdicn 
the prifessiion of these pcrsaiis is taken 

into view.-There has been much talk 

ahoiil the T.clter ol'Lord Tolkedone, as if 
it was, least, a proof of i^rnit folly. I see, 
for iftv part, no such proof in it. 1 would 
tiot liuit* written to i\!rs. Clarke ; but, 
wliat would have been icry foolisli in a 
man, situated as 1 am, niiglu be very na¬ 
tural illman situated as Lord Folkestone 
IS. It was a letter wriiuai without iniiclt 
thought; but, I hetteve, that if ilic krjit 
women, tlie strumjiets of fashion, could all 
be induced to publish their corrcsjiori- 
Jeiices, there would appear a iiundred 
letters more foolish for one I< ss foolisfi 

than this.-'fhe use, which .Mrs. Clarke 

makes, or would maks, of tins letter, is n 
clear proof of her want of foumlaiion for 
any charges agdiist the Duke of Kent, 
Mr. Wardle aiid Mr., Doild ; fi'r what 
does the letter of I,ord Folkestone coiitaiii, 
with regard to them ? Why, an < .\pres- 
sioii <•!' had opinion ; hut, then, that had 
opinion is ('X[>n‘s.s!y grounded uponxihot she 
had told him ' The letter docs, iji iacl, con¬ 
tain nothing more than conclusions drnuiit 
from premises furnished by herself; and she 
has die impudence to publish these con¬ 
clusions as corroboruiinff the truth (f those 

premises. -Lord Folkestone has now 

retracted the bad opinion, oen he did 
privately long ago; and Mr’c Clarke ex¬ 
presses her curiosity to kiiotv tvhat it is 
ihai can have altered his lordsliifi’s opi¬ 
nion. Only the tiuding that it yvas found¬ 
ed upon her Jatse assertions; lliat is a*!!. lie 
obtained, so caily as about Christmas last, 
complete proof that wkut she had told him 
'J t. ‘2 
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was false; and, like a just and honourable 
man, he immediately told Mr. Wardle, 
that he had imbibed opinions injurious to 
him, and hnd expressed himself accord¬ 
ingly. lie id not recollect what he had, 
at the same tfnir, said about Mr. Dodd ; 
if he had recollected it, he would have 

made nientionVl'that also.--The letter 

of LurdFolkestoihr, taken together with the 
retractation, are,iit fact, the strongest pre¬ 
sumptive proofs of the fahkood of Mrs., 
Clarke; and, indeed, if any thing could now 
be tVaiiting to convince the public, that all 
the calumnit's, of twery sort, issued by her 
and her associates against Mr. Wardle, 
have hud their origin in a most foul and 
infamous Conspirary, these documents must 
produce that conviction. 

,5c.AUcrrY OF Corn. — — Since I men¬ 
tioned this subject before, I have seen 
more and heard more, relative to it; and, 
every thing tiiat 1 hare seen, or heard, 
tends to coirfirm me in the opinion, that 
the crop of wheat will be shoit beyond all 
example. 1 stifi think, that it will not be 
la(f so great as the last year’s crop ; and, 
I should not at all wonder to sec it^ forty 
or fifty pounds a had (40 bnshcK), even 
though liuonapartc should sutler us to get 
all we can from the continent of Eunvpe; 
and, if he should put a stop to all exporta¬ 
tion of corn, the price must be enormous, 

and the consequences may be fatal.- 

The short ciop of gr«sf w|il greatly add to 
the calamity; for the scarcity of hay 
must nece.ssarily compel people to keep 
iiorses more upon ones, and that will cause 
another diminution in the food of man. 
From the long-continued drought, there 
is a likelihood that fodder will be scarce. 
Cattle are every where selling at reduced 
prices, livery on^ scents to w'ish to get 
rid of mouths. The consequence of this 
will be, that meat will be compara- 
tiwJy cheap for a little - while, and, 
in winter, excessively dear. It is 
nensense Ut say, that the wheat has 
mended. It cannot mend, where there 
is none upon the ground; and that is so ge¬ 
nerally the case as to make thq prospect 

truly alarming-Some people comfort 

themselves with the prospect of great 
importations.^i!*in America. America never 
did, and never can, give us any very 
large supjily; and besides, wheat is now 
ten shillings a bushel in America, and, of 
course, it could not reach us under about 
forty pounds a had. So that, at this mo¬ 
ment, wheat, brought from America, must, 
id order to doswer die purpose of the im¬ 


porter, be sold mufh dearer^than wheat i« 
now selling here.—From A mejpica, thep,^» 
nothing of any consequence *«an* be ex-*” 
pected ; and the only question is, vStte- 
tiier liuonapart^ will, or will not, permit 
corn to be sent from the Baltic to Eng¬ 
land ; if the former, the price may, possi¬ 
bly, be kept a little down; but, if he 
does not permit us to get corn from the 
Baltic, my sincere opinion is, that wheat; 
will be jO shillings a bushel, and the (juurtem 
loaf half a croxn, before Christmas; and, 
certainly, that, let what will take place as 
to importation, meat will be exceedingly 

dear.-" Forewarned, forearmed,” they 

say; but, the only *arming that can avail 
us in a case like this i-s that of patience: • 
For, as to " substitutes,” and making coarse • 
flour, and the like, they are of no use at 
all. The evil Is (hdefisiency in the quantity 
of food, taking all sorts together; and for 
tkis there is really no other remedy than 
(bat of doing with less food than usual, until 
a more abundant supply ca/i be obtained. 

(j:^" In my next, I sba'll give some ac¬ 
count of the Trial. Why I do not give^it 
here, shall then be stated. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Jjondon, 22d June, 1S10. 
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COBBETT’S « , 

Parliamentary lDeba1?^s: 

The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
AVork is in the Press, and will be publish¬ 
ed with all proper dispats'h. All Com¬ 
munications will be carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
may be forwarded as early as possible. 


King’s Speech at the Prorogation. 

On Thursday, the 21st of June, the Par¬ 
liament was prorogued \\ ith theTollow- 
ing Speech, by Commission: 

My Lords and Gentleiticn ; llis Majesty 
has commarvlcd us to acquaint you, that, 
as the public busin(;ss is now concluded, 
lie thinks it proper to put, an end to the 
present Session of Parliament.—We are 
commanded by bis Majesty to express 
the satisfaction hfe derived from the reduc¬ 
tion of the Island cf Cuadaloupe by liis 
Majesty’s arms, an event which, for the- 
first time in the'^history of the wars of 
Great Britain, has wrested from France all 
her possessions in that quarter of the 
world ; and which, together with the sub¬ 
sequent capture of the only colonics in 
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the West In^tVs whic]^ remained in the 
•Dosjessionvof Ae Butch, has deprived his 
Majestjf’s *fhemies of every port in those 
sei?, from which the interests of his Ma¬ 
jesty, or the commerce of his subjects, can 
be molested. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
Ilis^Majcsty h^is commanded us to thank 

. jyu for the liberal and am|^le supplies 
S^hicb you have granted for the services of 
the present year.—Ilis Majesty deeply re- 
•gretsthe necessary extent of the demands 
which ^'ho^e services have created; but 
we are "commanded to express to you the 
consolation which he has derived from ob¬ 
serving that the resources of tlie country, 
inanifesting thc.m.selves by every mark of 

* prosperity, by a revenue increasing in 
almost all its branches, and hy a com¬ 
merce extending itself in new channels, 
and with an increased vig(*ur in propor¬ 
tion fis the enemy has in vain attempted tt> 
destroy it, hav^ enabled you to provide 
for the expencvjs of the year willir.ut im- 
posing the burden of any new taxation in 
Great Brimin ; and that, wliiic the taxes 
wiTicIi have been necessarily resorlcJ to 
for Ireland have been imposed upon arti¬ 
cles which will not interfere with the grow- 

■ ing prosperity of that country, you j{avc 
found it consistent with a due regard tq ifs 
finances to dimihisli some of those bur- 
deni^and relax^ome of those regtdations 
of revenue which had been felt the most^ 
inconvenient in that part of the United 
Kingdom.—His Majesty further com-i| 
mauds us to re^prn you^his thanks for the 
provision which you have enabled him to 
make fiur the establishment of his Serene 
Ilighne.ss the Duke of Brunswick. 

My Lords and Gentlemen ; His Ma¬ 
jesty kas directed us to ac(|uaiRt you, 

• that P»»rtugal, rescued from the oppres¬ 
sion of •the enemy, by the powerful as¬ 
sistance' of his Majesty’s arms, has ex¬ 
erted herself with vigour and energy in 
making every p?eparatioa for repelling, 
with the continued aid of Ins Majesty’s 
forces, any renewed attack on the part of 
the enemy: ajid that in Spain, notwith¬ 
standing the reverses which have been 
experienced, lhe,spirituf resistance against 
France still continues ‘unsubdued* and 
unabated: And his Majesty commands 
tis to assure you of hjs firm and un¬ 
altered conviction, that not only the 
honour of his Throne, but the best in¬ 
terests of his dominions, require his most 
strenuous and persevering assistance to 
the glorias ellurts of those loyal nations. 
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"—His Majesty has commanded us to re¬ 
commend to you, upon your return to your 
respective counties, to use your best exer¬ 
tions to promote that spirit order and 
obedience to the laws, and/that general 
concord amongst all classe^f ids Majes¬ 
ty’s subjects, which can yfone give lull 
cflect to his Majesty’s^teriial care for 


fss of his people. 


the welfare and happu 
His Majesty has the fulle.sl reliance upon 
.the aifoctionsof his subjects, whose loyalty 
and attachment have hitherto supported 
him through that long and eventful period^ 
during wliiih it has pleased Divine Provi¬ 
dence to commit the interests of these 
Dominions to his charge. His Majesty 
feels that the preservation of domestic 
peace and tranquillity, under the protec¬ 
tion of the Law, arid in obedience/njts 
autbority, is amongst the most important 
du'.ics whicli he owes to his people.—His 
Majesty commands us to assure j'uu that 
he will not be wanting in the discharge 
of that duty ; and his Majesty will always 
rely with confidence on the continued sup¬ 
port of. his loyal subjects, to enable liim 
to re*s^stvviib success the design-s of foreign 
enemies, :ind to transmit unimpaired to 
po.sterity the blessings of the Biitish Con¬ 
stitution. 


Resolutions, PETiiiONS, Remonstrances, 
iVf. on the Lu’.ertv of the Sujjject and 
Pauli‘ ir'.ENTARY Reform, 1810 . 

^ C Continued from p. 928.^ 

LIVERPOOL petition, concluded.'' 
And that Sir Francis Burdett, Bart, also a 
Member of your hon. House, having in a 
Letter to his Constituents, on the com¬ 
mittal of John Gale Jones, questioned the 
right of your honourable House to com¬ 
mit any one, not being a Member of the 
same, for an otfcnce cognizable hy the 
laws of the land, has, for the publi.sbmgof 
the above-mentioned Letter, been himself 
committed a prisoner to the Tower.— 
Your Petitioners further beg leave to state, 
that, reflecting upon the long continued 
impunity^f the authors of national di.sus- 
teis, and also upon the impunity of lord 
Castlereagh, and the vindication of Par¬ 
liamentary Corruption, as cqmpared with 
the proceedings lately adopted against 
Sir Francis Burdett, they are Really ap¬ 
prehensive that an opinion may go abroad 
among the people at large, thitt a zealous 
maintenance of thu liberty of the’subject 
is a mere flagrant otlence in the eyes of 
your honourable Hoi&e, than the wanton 
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destruction, by rashness and imbecility, of I Aiid Corniplion, C\hen aV Classes arc 
thuusauds of bis Majest)’'s gallant soldiers more or less the slaves of Li^hljousneSi» 
atid seanicm the profuse expenditure of and Vice, and Irom some, Vn'tue sc^is 
the public V'sources, or the corruption ol almost to have taken her flight, when Prj^ 
the represcifiaiion of the people.—Your vate Interest almost universally predomi- 
Pelitloners, aY'tainiiig from aniinadvtr- nates over the Public Good, it ref]uire-s no 
bions on mutti^W'vbicb will, in all proba- cmniuou degree ol firmness and ’Integrity 
bility, become Tllio subjects of legit! iii\e.s- to stand lorlJ|;i, and oppose the impetuous 
tigatioit, humbly s»ate to vour bononrable Torrent—In such circiiiii.stances, the rn*^. 
House, that, con^deniig the pi ctniM's, and is rarely to he found, who can at onee’ 
being anxiously desirous tl.at the true' lesist the Temjjtations of Wealth and 
iligiiify «d’ your honourable House should Power, despise the Taunts and Ridicule of 
be maiiitainetl, tbev do strongly, but re- lltosc who have sacrificed Coiisc^nce at 
spectfulJy pf«;ss upon the consideration of the shrine of Interest, brave the Threats 
voiir honourable: House the neccssily'of a of those who strive to crush all Oppo-.ition 
Reform in the Commons’ House of Par- with the iron hand o^*J^»w'erJ smile at the, 
Irament, which may ensure the purity and Flow n of Adversity, and refliaiii undaunied 
integrity of your lionourahle House, ami at the sight of the walls ol a Prison. But 
iiT3T)Vc all the respmisihilily ol rvlinisters.— rare as is the discovery, we are willing to 
And they furtln-r lieg leav to submit to hope and believe that the People ol' Liig- 
ihc w isdom of your honour ihJe House, the land ha\e found such a man in You. 
expedieney ,of .siiminoning Sir Francis In this deaitli ol'Public-Viitue, lahour- 
Buidett, to 'a'si.^t in the delihei ations jng oniler repeated J)i-.iippoinlmenls, 
which most iu;cl;.ssarily take place on this though not yet sunk into despair, wc na- 
jnorneiitous su'oject—and also of jici form- tuially become cautious in giving full 


iilg, what your Petitioners caiiiiou hut 
consider as an art of juslice, by thtf iihe, 
ration of .lohn Gale .Jones from imprison¬ 
ment. 

NOTTINGHAM HJiSOLUTIONS. 
([The 8th lle.solijtion was, by mistake, 
omitted at page !)23; and is as foliow.s.] 


I credit to aiiv matt, imtil his integrity' has 
! bel li tried, and we have reason It) believe 
' that his Private Coiiduet covrespoiuls with 
his Piililic Piolessioii.s. Front what we 
liav>“ been able to icarn of your Private 
l.ife, the Duties of the several I*ehition.s 
in whielt you stand to Spdety, whether .is 
; Landlord, Husband, Father or I^mi, 
• iiave been ]/ropcr!y fulfilled. Witli the 


8. That the pledge which we demand I greater coiitideim-, therefore, we have 
;s, that they do not sacrilice the LibertiesfMooked for a i.iitlilul Discharge of your 
of tile people to their own iiiKletined Public Duties, nor have otar Expectations 
Privileges, and use constant and unceasing been hitherto (lisapjiointed. Wlien by 
t.xerlions to obtain a thorough Reform in what is generally deemed a trifling .sacri- 
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tlie Commons’ House of Parliament, 
To thi.s wc look as necessary to the secu¬ 
rity of our l.ibertiVs, to the salviiLion of 
our Country. If the House of Commons 
be not the Representative of the I’eople, 
but of ]*eer.s—Where is the People’.s 
\'r)iee to be heard ; w'hcre is their cause 
to he pleaded ? When the Houpc of 
C'oniinoiis shall truly represent the Peo¬ 
ple, the Privileges of the Coniinons and 
the. Liberties of the People w ill'he one.-— 
They w ill then ensure at once our respect, 
our I’onfidence, and our lirm and united 
.support! 

i -- 

7 o Sir Francis BufinET r, The Auniir,ss 
of the Elkctors and iNHAuri’ANTs of 
r/icTowN if/'N'oTTi^GiiAM, wfull Meet¬ 
ing assembled-. 

Sir j In a period*of general Depravity 


I lice of Principle, you might have basked 
1 111 the sun sliine of Pro.sperity, you have 
j ch'iscuto w'^cathcr the Storms of Ad/ersity'^, 
folded in the Mantle of Integrity. 

At one time the object of genera'] odium, 
insulted by an infatuated and mi.sgii^dcd 
Peojile, you slinmk no^ from the I'ield of 
Duty seek Popular Applause. But at 
length, ill great measure through your 
in.strumentality, the eyes of the People 
are opened, iheir Burdens have niaiJe 
them I'eei, atiii their feelings have en¬ 
lightened their, under.st'aiidings. They 
now see, their real frieiid.s, and are ready 
to offer their Tribute of Gratitude to you. 
For youi recent, conduct, for your flrni 
sland in defence of the labertics and 
Rights of Britons accept our unqualified 
Thanks. But gratifying as the expression 
of the Approliation of yourFellow-subjecU 
must necessarily be to your FtulingS} we 
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trust tHatyou possess a r^tbch higher source 
Vgsatifica^oniii the Approbation of your 
own Coi.*cie^ce. Go on. Sir, in your ho- 


noui^ble career. No cttiirt is lost. Ijt-t 
us not ill this instance sutler disappoint¬ 
ment. So slinll the virtuous part uifyour 
Fellow-subjects revere and love you, and 
the Blessing of him that was rcadj to jie- 
ri^h, shall come upon you. 


. THE CHRISTIANS’ BETITIOX, 
Presented to ^he Jlousc of Commons ht/ Sa¬ 
muel Wliithread, Esq. on Ei iduy, June tilh, 
1810. . 

» 

To the Honograblc fhe Commons of this 
United Kiivgilum in l*ar iaiiient as- 
’ sembicd, The humble Petition of i be un¬ 

dersigned Christians in behalf of lliem- 
selvfs, and others who agree with 
them in considering ahsointe liberty of 

* conscience .respecting religion to bfe 
the unaiic'iablc right of all nicn, 

Sheweth; That it is the duty of all 
men, to examinS as diligently as iiiav be 
in^their power the doclriiies of religion; 
and after such diligent examination, to 
adopt and to profess what may appear to 
them to be the truth ; and that in the jier- 
feirmance of that duty men ouglit i^t to ' 
he obstructed or discouraged, or otljci^ 
si'ke tempted to ict hypocritically by any 
law,,,^ending to*l)ias them in the course of 
such examination of tlie doctrines ol reli-* 
gion, by subjecting them in the case 
of their dissenting iVoin the doctrine 
any established Churc[i, to snfler ileatli 
by burning or otherwise; or to sutler any 
corporal or pecuniary fiunishment, or be 
injured in their reputation by any disabi¬ 
lity^ more or less disgraceful. 

That your Petitioners acknowledge with 

• high satisfaction, that in the jjresent reign 
considiirable progress has been made to¬ 
wards t*he full restoration of the rights of 
conscience by the wisdom of Parliumcnt 
and the benignity of the King, rescinding 
various laws in whole or. iff part which 
were violations of those rights : yet since 
other Penal Laws not less injurious to those 
rights remain unrepeale(l,»since some of 
these laws subject to corporal punishments 
or pecuniary penalties; others, as hi the* 
case of the Test Laws passed in.the reign 

* of Charles lid. subject disgrace, disabi¬ 
lity and privation of civil rights, persons 
whose only offence it is, that in confor- 
tnity with their duty, they have examined 
the doctrines of religion, and by such exa¬ 
mination have been induced to embrace 
' 3t;d.io prefess religious op'mions different 


fiom the doctrines of the .established 
Chuifh ; your I’etitioners feel it to be 
their fluty humbly, but earnestly to re¬ 
monstrate agiiitr.i the loiig;^ continu¬ 
ance ot any of these iiitol^aiit laws; 
and they do in conformity iitii the pre¬ 
mises expressly |ietitioii thyT Honourable 
House, that every such uij^t law- may be 
repealed, and the rightsyfconscience may 
thus he restored to allillu* subjecis of this 
Niiiled kingdom ; at th.< same lime they 
decl-irc lo this Huiioiiralilc House, that if 
the legislature of our country should not 
feel themselves convinced, as-your Peti- 
lioiuas do. that every trace of ’intoler¬ 
ance. ought to be iimnediaieiy expung¬ 
ed fifim'our statutes, yet if the repeal 
or nuMlificnlioii of any of tiur intolerant 
laws sluiuld now take place, particularly 
if I he Tost Laws, a.s far as they affect 
our nulitaiy force by sea and land, 
should now bo repealed, your Petitionris 
would view with sincere grat'iilide any such 
measure, as a still fartlior advance towards 
the complete restoration of lire riglits of 
eonsciotiee, and at this crisis w'ould con- 
•p.ler as having a salutary tendency to 
all ly religious animosities, and to unite 
the great mass of the community, in a 
zealous flefcnce of j,hp empire against the 
meditated attack of our gigan'ic and all- 
grasping enemy. And your Petitioners 
sLiall ever pray. 

To lilt: Christians’ Petition for liberty ol‘ 
coiiscionce the signatures annexed, by 
Itomau Catholics, meml>i!rs«ot the. Church 
of England and Protestant Hissenlei 
which are contained iii sixteen duplicates. 


amount to, viz— Names. 

In the duplicate from Sheffielil 73 

In that fiom Richmond. (>S 

Newcastli! . d-O 

Hull. 4') 

I.veils . 


Derby... 

Loughborougli . 

York and Wakc'lield .« ... 

ii'tockton . 

Nottingham. 

London . 

Jtxelcr. 

Taunton . 

Gloucester ...» 

Birmingham .y 

Norwich.. 


183 
tit) 
L’lt 
- 1-0 
luO 
117 
lO!) 
B ^ 
G'i 
1.30 
170 


The total amount of 16 duplicates 1,560 
• * ““ 
N. B. A Duplicate from Manchester 
containing 9 ) signattfi es, on account of in¬ 
formality, tfhs been kcotback. 















e4S3 POUTICAL REGKTER.—77ieDKico/irir«<. [944 


THE DUKE OF KENT. 

- The Duke'ofKcnt having seen a recent 
publicatioK, entitled “ The Rival Princes," 
in which h)L is charged with having sanc¬ 
tioned and Vneouraged >the adoption and 
proseention ^ measures tending to the 
panifestinjurjL of a brother’s honour and 
interests, it is ^nossible. tliat he should - 
not feel anxious wrounleract immediately 
the impression which must dwell-with the 
country, while such foul and unmerited 
aspersions remain unnoticed. To remove, 
therefore, from his character that stigma 
vvhich would justly attach to it, ifit.wcre 
not in his power to |)rove that there has 
not at any t’.mc existed the smallest foun¬ 
dation for a charge, at the very idea of 
whiph every honest man must recoil svilli 
horror and indignation, the Duke of Kent 
has determined to lay before the public 
the following Decliiration, which was 
made and cAmniitted to paper by Captain 
Dodd,on the 26th day of.Iuly last, in the 
presence of the Earl of Harringtoji and 
Colonel Vesey, and which was delivered 
to him, to be used at his discretiop! At 
that period the Duke was induced to re¬ 
quire this Declaration, with a view to his 
own satisfaction, in consequence of various 
reports and insinuations w’hich have gained 
circulation. The communication of it was 
consequently confined to his own family, 
and to some of his friends; and he had < 
flattered himself that it would be unneces¬ 
sary to makejpiy appeal to the public, on 
matter which affected himself exclu.avcly : 
nor is it without sincere concern, that he 
now finds himself under the necessity of 
entering thus publicly into a vindication of 
his conduct. He is, however, confident 
that every liberal mind will give him ere-. 
dit for taking a step which tie feels to be 
due to his character, to the honour and 
dignity ofhis family, and which marks 
bis anxiety to stand well svitli the counti y 
in genera!.. 

Queries put to Captain Dodd, by his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent, and his An- 
moers thereto, ‘2tith July 1809. '* 

Q. Have I, either directly or indirectly, 
sanctioned, advised, or encouraged, any 
attack upon* the Duke of York ?—-A. 

^ Never, (^^igned T. Dodd.) 

Q. Have I had, to your knowledge, any 
acquaintance or communication with Co¬ 
lonel Wardle, or any pf the persons con¬ 
cerned in bringing forward the Inrestigar 
tion respecting the Duke of York’s con¬ 


duct, which took'place Parliament last 
winter, either direct or indirect ^ ,1' 
feel confident that your Ro;^pl Highness 
has no such knowledge or acquaintShce. 
(Signed T. Dodd.) 

Q. Have I, to your knowledge, ever 
had any acquaintance with, or knowledge 
of) Mrs. Ctarke, or any communication 
with her, direct or indirect, upon thesujb- . 
ject above-named, or any other ?—A. 
am confident your Royal Highness never 
had. (SignedT. Dodd.) 

Q. Have lever expressed.to you any 
sentiment which could induce you to be* 
lieve that I approved of what was brought 
forward in Parliament against the Duke of 
York, or any proceeding that would tenil 
to his obloquy or disgrace ?—A. Never. * 
I have heard your Royal Highness la¬ 
ment the business, viVa voce, and you made 
the same communication to me in writing. 
(Signed T. Dodd.) 

Q. Have you over, to your recollection, 
expressed yourself, cither by word or in 
writing, either to Colonel Wardle or Mrs. 
Clarke, or to any other person, connected 
with the investigation on the Duke* of 
York’s conduct, in any way that could 
give them reason to suppose that I ap¬ 
proved of the measure, or would qpunte- 
nance those concerned in bringing it for- 
«ard —A. Never. Bull have, on .the 
contrary, expressed niylelf, that ^ your 
Royal Highness would have a very dif¬ 
ferent feeling, (Signed T. Dodd.) 

Q. What were my expressions on the 
subject of the Pamphlet v^ich appeared, 
pas.sing censure on the conduct of the 
Duke of York, and others of my .family, 
and holding up my character to praise; 
and what have been tlie sentiments jvhich 
1 have uniformly exjtressed on cimilar 
publications, whether in the newspapers ■ 
or uthenvi.se ?—A. 1 liave im ariably 
heard your Royal Highness regret, that any 
person should attempt to do justice to your 
own character,.at the expence of that of 
the Dukb oP York, or any other member 
of your Family—(Signed T. Dodd.) 

Q. During the ten ycar&.you have been 
my private Secretary, when, in the most 
confiJcnlial moments 1 have given vent 
to iny Avouiided feelings, upon professional 
subjects, did you ever hear me express 
myself inimical to the Duke of York, or 
that I entertain^ an expectation of rais¬ 
ing myself by his fail?—A. Never; on 
the contrary, I have frequently heard 
your Royal Highness express yourself 
very difi'erently. (T. Dodd.) 
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The above Qy^'stions, written in Colonel 
^sey’s baud, were all tfictated by me, - 
• *• (Signed) Edward. 

Iiflhe presence of Lord Harrington. 

^ (Signed) Harrington. 

J. A. Vesey. 

JEFFERY, THE SEAMAN. 

yfhe following deposition is said to have 
been received by Government 

• ■«». DEPOSITION. 

" Thiws tD certify, that personally ap¬ 
peared before me, John Dennis, Master 
of the American schooner, Adams, be¬ 
longing to Marblehead, in the State of 
iViassachusetts, and voluntarily made oath, 
l.hat in the month of December, 1S07, he 
did whilst passing the island of Sombrero, in 
the Sombrero Passage, in the West Indies, 
discover I'rom his vessel a man waving his 
hand ,oii the sa.id island, whereupon the*! 
said deponent hufe his vessel to, and sent j 
his boat on sltorc with the male, who ! 


mination of law to that which is %ot, and 
which cannot be made generally certain, 
and upon which Lawyers themselves have 
no rules and principles enatding ttiem 
to answer. The only reasons £or leaving 
the claim indefinite, which A have ob¬ 
served to be advanced, eithy now or for¬ 
merly, have been the neceailty for Parlia¬ 
ment and for the people, tilfat the Privilege 
should be independent tn any exterior jii- 
dii lal interpretation; and that the power 
of an assembly which, by its constitutional 
function is protective of the Rights and Li¬ 
berties of the Community, shouJd act of it¬ 
self, and its own inherent energies, without 
awaiting the judgment of any other juris¬ 
diction within a certain extent, W'liich I 
have admitted and stated from the first; I 
think this principle is clear, necessary and 
certain ; that of interfering in cases of di¬ 
rect contempt, or, in other words, to remove 
obstriiciions to its proceedings. Beyond 
this, with the ulmost altcntio]\1o the argu¬ 
ments before or siuce advstiiced, and with 


found a man on the said island extremely 
reduced and cxliausted, so as not to he 
able to speak. Thet the man having been 
brought on board llie sehooner, and some¬ 
what recovered, declared that Ins name 
““was Egbert Jeffery, a •seaman, belongjng 
to his Majesty’s brig of war Recruit, copi-* 
maailed by Capt. IVarwitk Lake, and that 
be ha^ been eiglft days on the said island. 
—Tills deponent I’urtber said, that the said 
Robert JcHery became rpiite recovered, 
and went to Beverlej, W'hcre he resided, 
working at his tigide of a.bbckstnilh when 
deponent last .saw him. John Dennis. 

Sworn before rne, at Cormiuu, l.'Mh 
May 1810. J.L. Vice Cnns. 

Done in the pre'erice of tfeo Digby, 
Captain of his Majesty’s ship Cossack, and 
Veo. White, A,ssistarit Commissary. 

• (A true Copy) Geo. Digby. 

On the Nature *.4X1) Extent of Pri¬ 
vilege OF P4RLI^ME^T*; ,o« •Consti¬ 
tutional principles. 

1 own that tome, from tlie vast import¬ 
ance of the subject to the w4ioIe commu- 
nitv, it did not appear iniprohable that 
some Member of the House ol Commons 
would have moved for leave to bring m a 
Bill, which might have fpriher prevented 
Public inconvenience, from the indefinite 
nature of the claim of Privilege of Parlia¬ 
ment. The great benefit of known Laws 
is immediately and generally obvious. 
Indeed, 1 know not how to give the deno- 


a desire of finding a’gunient.s, if anv 
should appear to me to be justly imagin¬ 
able, ^^eing not solicitous tor victory but 
fur truth, 1 can find notliing. 

The greatest, wiscsl, and most virtuous 
assembly upon earj,b may be libciled ; 
and 1 know not any greater, v,I->er, or moro 
virtuou-s, than the House ef Commons, ac¬ 
cording to the Constitution, is capable of 
olieiiig, and has been. But were it libelled, 
when such, and for being such, I do not 
^niiik It would condescend *to bring tlio 
libeller to trial: But that rather, it w'ould 
leave him to bis conscience and the pres- 
.siire of public sentiment. It would lose 
nothing of the order, dignil)', and con¬ 
st inuioiial efficacy of its pioccediugs, how- 
sm ver iii'ciled. • 

ir t iilicr H-msc could want tliis Privi¬ 
lege as a riiii-ld against possible violations 
of its Rights, cither by llie Crown or the 
other House, that w'ould be an argument 
for its existence and for its* exercise: 
But it is not in the nature of a shield, an 
(xemplion from injury—a severity nc- 
ces.sary t» its cunsti'utjonal funciiUns, 
winch are the proper charactci-j.slics of a 
Public Privilege. It is, as properly has 
•been said, a power ; which has no dcfiiiita 
limits: which claims to he w'ithout any 
but the pleasure of th.it body »y which 
it is employed ;—to be imatlectable, un- 
examinablc; subject, in case oPits being 
niisapplKid, to no comiiensation, rsdresa, 
or remeily ; unlimited by rules of judi¬ 
cial inquiry, or judicial sentence^ not only 
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positive, but such as appear . most imme¬ 
diately to result iVom natural right of rea¬ 
son. Can such a-power be necessary or 
exjJedienk to be exercised by any as¬ 
sembly ? it be requisite for the main¬ 
tenance oAtbeir just and constitutional 
authority; V’ to enable them to protect 
the rights ano^bertie&of the conimujiity ? 
And if it be nSb ought they not to re¬ 
strict it within\hose limits of just and 
clear necessity within which it would be 
so ? 

* One of the greatest and most peculiar 
powers of the House of Commons is the 
power of impeachment; yet in this great 
and awful power it inquires, it accuses in 
the name and behalf of the 'wdiolc com¬ 
munity of the realm; but it does not try, 
judge or punish. 

It is fit and constitutional that it should 
have powers which no other assembly 
has; but it is neither for its dignity, nor 
the public*J[>enefit, that it shoukl exercise 
powers which many other assemblies have, 
and have, at the same time, better means 
of executing them for the attainment of 
public justice. For this purposp* there 
ai’c tribunals by the Law and Constitution 
prescribed and appropriate; where the 
forms of proceeding^ the means and the 
settled habit of investigation,‘and their 
general exemption from all interest on 
one side or the oth£t', are manifestly most 
suited to the end, « 

It is fit that it should be respected ; but 
.it is fit th^j; the People, its Constitueti^ 
whenever it exists rightly and according 
to the Constitution, should be respected 
also. It is til that the opinions, the rea¬ 
sons, the feelings of the People, huw' far 
soever from pleasing may be the subject, 
•should have the jnost free access to that 
great assembly ; which, ])o])ular in its 
name, popular in, its origin, popular by 
jtlie very object and peculiar end of its 
constitution, must be estranged from its 
most essential character, if at any time it 
be unmindful of popular rights and inte¬ 
rests. It is always in its choice to secure 
all its necessary and essentis^ privileges 
from disturbance ; but there is no privi¬ 
lege so essential to it—^none so dignified, 
as that of being felt to be the Representor 
tive of the People. It cannot be the inte¬ 
rest of tjle People^ or its own true and per¬ 
manent interest, thaJt the House of Com¬ 
mons should be eensurers and punishers 
for pOblications supj|;^sed to be libels on 
itself. If any are supposed to be so, there 
is no lusUtncf in ifhicn all the principles. 


rules and resolutions of .Judicial’Courts* 
solely occupied in legal irvvesiigation, cjjft 
be more necessary. Of a«R|^rSsentative 
and Legislative Assembly,' the gloS^ to 
which a situation, pre-eminent as tbetrs, ' 
nflers to them is, to soar above all thought 
of libel, real or supposed, and. to be en¬ 
tirely occupied in great and public houn- 
cils—to a^ail itself of truth, in whateyer- 
form; and of free and valuable suggfii- 
tions from all quarters—regardless w hether 
the manner be soothing in which the^ am 
conveyed. i’' • 

If I thought, that to commit on 
charges of supposed libel, and in the 
manner and to the extent jii which alone 
that power can be eisercised by tBe . 
forms of tlie House and the nature of ill 
Constitution, could be necessary to the 
House ; could be'beneficial, or even safe, 
to the public, and not roost dangerous to 
both, 1 would say so. Rut 1 can,scc no 
reason advanced in support of that opi¬ 
nion ; 1 can imagine no reason that seems 
to me capable of sustaitiing such a con¬ 
clusion. 1 remain, therefore, in the ^ish, 

I can hardly say the hope, that the 
House itself may discover the propriety, 
the dignity, the necessity of limiting a 
power, the exercise of w'hich is i\pt only 
fqiiitly expressed by being termed incon¬ 
venient, but would boi faintly character¬ 
ized by much stronger tanguage. If, as 
having no constituted superior, it should 
Uiink all things lawful to it, this cannot 
be forgotten, that all are not expedient.^ 
And in a constitutional ^nse, general and 
permanent knowledge of public exjfe- 
diency is the measure and criterion of coii- 
stitutiuiial law. CAPia Loi-r r. 

Troiton Hall, near Bury, Suffolk, 

Wlh May, • 


CAPTAIN FOSKETT! 

To the Honourable the House of Com¬ 
mons, in J’arliaifient assembled.— 
'Fhe .Humble Petition of Henry 
Foskelt,'Captain in the 15th Regi¬ 
ment of Light Dragoons; 

Sheweth*; 

That your Petitioner has been an Officer 
in fhe 1 .'ith Light Dragoons, above thirteen 
years, and senior Captain in that Regi¬ 
ment above four years. That, during the 
ia.st mentioned space of time, he has, in 
various ways, been made to sufier, from 
his Colonel, his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland, the most injurious treat¬ 
ment, amounting to no less than a course of 
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^•v«letnatlc oppression, li^hat, in the year 
1800, »u a jnai^ier contrary to the acknow¬ 
ledge^ custoij} and constitation of the 
arrijy, his Royal Highness endeavoured to 
promote an Uflicer of the 15th Ught 
Dragoons, and junior to your Petitioner, 
in preference to him, to a Majority in the 
Regiment, which purpose he was prevonl- 
ed litirn eflecting, sol^y hy the intetjjoM- 
ti<^ of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, at that tini'e the Coniinander in 
ChiSf. That your Petitioner liaving, on 
tlie abovtf evasion, solicited a week's 
leave, of absenee, in oriler tlic more cer¬ 
tainly to oRtain such interposition, by 
means of a personal a]*iwal, in support of 
• a Memoiial triflismitted to the Com¬ 
mander in Chief, he waS, for five suc¬ 
cessive months, most vexatiousiy refused 
that indulgence, although he Avas, at 
that very lime, entitled, under Ceneral 
Ordersj to leave* of absence for two or ' 
three months, aixl although junior of¬ 
ficers Avere then actually alloAved that 
permission. Thaf your Petitioner, not- 
withftanding his final success, in thus 
preventing a junior officer from being 
r.iiscd 'above liiin, has, from that time, 
been unjustly dcpriveil of promotion, in 
the *usiwil course of his regiment, to 
inj.ury jiot only of.your Petitioner, but *»f 
'all rtie Captains^J^id .Subalterns of the 
coi ps,d* h()se promotion has thereby been, 
and still is, entirely ■“.ippecl. 

That, in llie year l.SOS, when the ]5t!i 
JiJght Dragoons was order«-d upon foreign 
service, in Spainf your Petitioner, though 
Senior (.'aptain, was directed, by his Royal 
llighnes!? the Duke of Cumberland, to re¬ 
main at home with the rcciuiting stpia- 
dron. That upon complaining to the 
Commanding Officer of the Regiment, of 
a "management sr» inconsistent AA'ith the 
established custom of the. army, and 
fraught with such extreme hardship to 
vour Petitioner, fie (the Commanding 
Officer) disdaining all participaiioi^in the 
transaction, referred your* Petitioner’s 
coiuMaint officially to his Royal Highness 
the ifukc of Cumberland, hy whom it was 
dismissed, and who declared'thc arrange¬ 
ment to be unalterable. , , 

That your Petitioner thereupon thought 
himself bound to solicit the interference of 
tlte Commander in Chief, when the Duke 
of Cumberland, in explanation of his own 
conduct, permitted himself to cast on 
youf Petitioner’s character the most in¬ 
jurious aspersions, which, notwithstaiid- 
ipg the authority from whenc® they came. 


—Captain Foskett, (91kl 

were soon proved to be utterly unfounded ; 
as the Commander in Chiefs'though at 
lir.4i indiicerl by them to sanction the^r- 
rangement of w'hich they wci^ the as¬ 
signed ("Uise, yet, upon furthw remons¬ 
trance on the part of your PetKioner, and 
on further con.sideration of case, his 
Royal Highness was gracjCiisly pleased 
to 1 evoke iiis consent to tjie arrangement 
in (jiiestion, and to direct that a Captain 
sliDul.l be sent home from the Regiment 
in .Spain, upon whose arrival the Petitioner 
was to be at liberty to join ; a permission, 
iioAvever, of wliic h, gracious and accepta¬ 
ble as it was, your Petitioner was not able 
to lake odvant.ige, as the regiment soon 
afi.erwards*returued home ; and thus your 
Petitioner Avas oppressively made to sus¬ 
tain the irreparable loss of an opportu¬ 
nity, so anxiously desired by every British 
Officer, of serving bis Sovereign and his 
country, against their foreign enemies. 

That your Pelilioiu r havii»g siiflered, 
during so long a time, suuh hcav}' and 
complicated injuries, finding himself shut 
opt frqjntill hopes of advancement in his 
prpres.si 9 n, by the avowed determination 
of his Conimandiiig Officer (e.xprc.ssed in 
terms the most injurious) not to recom¬ 
mend him for promotion ; and at the same 
time, remrered an iasumiounlableobstacle 
to the advancement every Officer, ju¬ 
nior to himself, in the regiment; Imving 
•hi vain repeatedly and earnestly called 
Ibr the stritle.st investigation of his con- 
•Wuct, and declared his leadiness, and even* 
his anxiety, to meet any charge that 
could be brought against iiim, and per¬ 
ceiving that fresh compiuinis of ill-treat¬ 
ment only served to subject him to fresh 
aspersions; your Petitioner saAv that he 
h-ad no chance for redress, but from the 
ju.stiee of the Commander in (Miicf—That 
he, therefore, iu tlie month of July, ISOp, 
laid his case before his Excelieiicy, im¬ 
ploring his interference and protection — 
Ttmt thiscommunication was actfompanied 
with testimonials to the uiidevialing good 
conduct of your Petitioner, from alaio.st 
every comftianding officer of the regiment, 
under whom your Petitioner had .seiA'ed ; 
and who must have had far better oppor¬ 
tunities of observing Ins genoral deport¬ 
ment, than his Royal Highness the Duke 
ot Cumberland.—That while yefUr Peti¬ 
tioner’s complaints Avere before the Com¬ 
mander in Chief his just claims to proipotion 
were again defeated, by the introduction of 
Officers •from other recimenls, to fill up 
the two MajorUies of the 15th Light Dra* 
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goons, which were then vacant;—^Then 
seeing himself thus excluded from all 
prospect of relief, in the ordinary course, 
youV Petitioner was reduced to the neces¬ 
sity of sollf itin^, from the Commander-in- 
Chief, an application in his favour, of the 
12th section^f the Articles of War, which 
states that, V 

" If any Om^er shall think himself to 
be wronged hy Vhis Colonel, or the Com¬ 
manding Officer of the regiment, apd 
shall, upon due appliiaiion made to him, 
be refused to be redressed, he may com¬ 
plain to .the General Commanding in 
Chief our forces, in order to obtain jus¬ 
tice ; who is thereby required to examine 
into such complaint, and either by him¬ 
self, or by our Secretary at War, to make 
his report to us thereupon, in order to re¬ 
ceive our farther directions.” 

That your Petitioner accordingly on tlie 
twenty-sixth of September, ISO'), ad¬ 
dressed a Ijetter to Colonel Gordon, Mi¬ 
litary Secretary, for the consideration of 
the Commander in Chief, in which, after 
briefly recapitulating the injuries, of 
which he had ineficctually complained, 
he expressly requested the Cnmraaiider-in 
Chief, in confonn'ty with the ]2th section 
of the Articles of NYar, to examine into 
the complaints which he had laid before 
him, and (unlesshe tvas graciously pleased 
to sdiord him ledress) to make his report 
to his Majesty thereupon. That thi-i re 
qi\e.st being attended with no other effect 
than an ollet; of promotion in a regiraenCqlJ 
infantr}^ which your Petitioner could not 
accept, cousistently either with his own 
just claims, bis wounded feelings, and his 
aspersed character, or, in the situation in 
which he was placed, with what was due 
from him to theoarmy, he has since, in 
two subsequent letters, explicitly repealed 
bis request, that the Commander-in-Chief 
would investigate his complaints, and re¬ 
port to his majesty therenpnn ; to wiiicli 
request he at length received an ofTiciul 
answer from the Military Secretary, dated 
February the 12th, 1810, and couched in 
the following terms:— 

*' Sir ;—I have not failed to lay before 
the Qommander-in-Chiif your letter of 
the lOtli iiAtant, and 1 am directed to ac¬ 
quaint jou, that sir David Dundas does 
cot see sulTicicnt grounds fur complying 
with yoiv request. 

• (Signed) H. Torrens.” 

That, by this refusal, on the part of the 
Commsinidar-m'ClIjitf, to comply with 


your Petitioner’s request,,as above staled, 
unless your Honourable . House shjiU ho ' 
pleased to afford him relilef, he has^tio 
means of redress for the -(vrongs .'::>hich 
have been heaped upon him, in his lalli- 
rary character; in as much as the 12th 
section of the Articles of Waf, afford the 
only remedy, of which an Officer ’Of the 
Army,' w<io has been wronged by his 
Colonel, and by him refused redress, 't^-n 
avail himself; and that, therefore, the de¬ 
nial of justice in your Petitioner’s ^r-ase, 
by the Commander-!n-Chi'>f, .in direct 
violation of the Articles of War, is a most 
serious injury, not only to yoiir Petitioner 
but also to the whole Army, by rendering 
nugatory the only renjedy afforded "'to 
officers against the acts of their superiorsi 
and by thus depriving them of the inesti¬ 
mable right, so amply secured to every 
other class of British subjects, that of em¬ 
ploying the moans provided by the Law 
and Constitution, lor the redress of op¬ 
pression and injustioc. , 

All which your Petitioner most humbly 
submits to ilie consideration of your Ho¬ 
nourable House, being ready to verify 
tlie same. And he implores your Ho¬ 
nourable House, to afford him such relief, 
as to its wisdom shall seem meet.‘' 
And j'our Petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) .Uenkit FosKE’jfTj 
Capt. 15 th Lt. Dragoons. 

ObTiClAL PAPERS. 

INTERCEPTED CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter Jrom Napoleon to the Queen qf Siciltf, 
upon the occasion qf the Union he had con¬ 
tracted with her Niece, the Archduchess 
Maria Louisa. 

(It w as inclosed in a h tier from Madam 
IJeuret, dated Paris, the 28th February, 
to her husband, the Colonel cf the 17th 
rrgiinent oi'light infantry, in the second 
division of the second corps of the 
Frendi army in Spain, and was inter¬ 
cepted by the light parties attached to 
tlie army of the left. The orig'«iial is 
in the possession of his Excellency the 
Marquis of Romana, to whom it was 
delivered.] 

Letter from Madame Bcuret to her husband- 

■ My dear and good friend!—I have 
just received a pretty large packet, inclos¬ 
ing a letter for myself, one for M. Clerisif, 
another for the Mayor of La Riviere, and 
a fourth for M. De Barthiley. I am very 
glad that you have written to the last 
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mentioned, as mv papa'had just received 
*a*letter from hSn, complaining ot your 
sildhee, and esipressing his fears, that you 
woul4( imitate'your protector, and forget 
• hiifle He is much attached to you, and 
will write to you as soon as we have in¬ 
formed him of the number of your corps 
and division. You say nothing concern¬ 
ing your health; but J concludothat you 
ar^'cnmplctely recovered, from your fre¬ 
quenting the lodges of the freemasons. 

is good, notwithstanding the cold 
we expcrigno%herc. Papa and mama arc 
very well, ami Eugene better than any of 
us. He is continually talking ot you, and 
is the favourite of the fiafnily, and the ob¬ 
ject of dtJr caressgSr. I shall give the best 
reception to Mrs. de Bureau, when she 
arrives. You need not be uneasy, for I 
will carefully attend to your orders. A 
number of new battalions are raising for 
the imperial guard; and all the young 
men prefer serving in a corps which 
usually remains iji garrison, in Paris, to 
going to die in Spain. It is said the Pau- 
peror sets off'for that kingdom on the 20th 
inst.,*but there is nothing certain upon 
this subject. God grant that he may go; 
for you might, probabU, in that case, be 
I^Bcvd near his person, and obtain a hand¬ 
some estate of 5,000 ]}ieccs a-ycar, with 
the'tijje^f Baron! yhis would be tolera¬ 
bly well, and 1 aifcifre you tliat I should 
be not'ti little proud of hearing myself 
styled iny Lady Baroness; but for tlic 
present 1 have renounced all hopes, .and 
%all think myself very happy in seeing 
you once more. The war \vith Spain is 
universally pronouticed to be an endless 
■ contest; for such is the ferocit}’ of its in¬ 
habitants, that they tvould sooner convert 
the whoi& of their country into a desert 
than receive the Eolperor^'i bnilher! 
What baibarians those Spaniards are! 
What a st;t of cannibals! I hate them 
implacably, and particiilaily the friars. 
You are already a[>prisod of Vlie intended 
marriage of our Einp'^ror vvifh «n Arcli- 
duchess of Austria. Suiiic think faveura- 
blv of this match ; but the major part are 
of opinion, tliatitwill prove tbe ruin of 
.Napoleon. It is sjid that Josephine al¬ 
ready begins to be air object of alarm to 
‘the Emperor; and it is confidently ru¬ 
moured that Kussia is on the eve of break¬ 
ing with us. When will our wars have an 
end ? Our Italian friend, who visits in the 
Duke.of Bassano’s family, has given me 
the inclosed copy of a letter to be for¬ 
warded to you, which is certainly a very 


singular production. It is said that the 
Queen of Sicily will not accept the pro¬ 
posals of the Emperor, and that a new 
and sringuinary war is about to comme&e. 
I leave you to think with whajt regret 1 
hear such tidings. Adieu, mV esteemed 
triend ! 1 embrace and love van with my 
whole heart! Your best aneWnost faithful 
friend. P. BEuanr (Jellerieu. 

P. ti. Mama and Paj/a, and the whole 
fapiily, charge me with a thousand things 
lo you, I have nfit yet received the letter 
for your pension as a Member of the 
Legion of Honour. , 

Copy ff a I,ETTF.R/roOT his Majesty the Em¬ 
peror of the French, Kinjf qf Italy, Sfc. 
to her Majesty the Queen of Sicily, 

Madam and Cousin.—The events jof 
the year 1805 interrupted our friendship 
and harmony. A formidable coalition 

• against France, artfully planned in the 
cabinet of Mr. Pilt, and maskq^d in jui ex¬ 
traordinary manner, had gut in motion 
against my legions, that were posted ou 
the coastii of the ocean, the Rii.ssian, Gcr- 
nfhn, af!d Prus.sian armies. In that critical 
sitfiatlon, my duty was to deliver France 
from the conllict, and to disperse the dread¬ 
ful storm, or at least t^> diminish its effects. 

• Tliis I at length accomplished, by bring¬ 
ing Prussia, Wirtemberg, and Bavaiia, to 
a sense of their own'inicrests; and by 
fjrni'ng a treaty with King Ferdinand, 
A our Majesty’s spouse, in which he en- 
j^aged not to receive in his kingdom either 
Russian or English troops. In conse¬ 
quence hereof, niy troops evacuated his 
states. War was declared ; and scarcely 
had my eagles entered Vienna in triumph, 
Avhen 1 learned that the Court of Naples 
had violated the sacred faith of the treaty, 
and was adniit'.ing an army into its very 
capital. 

I iustanlly knew that the seductive gold 
of England, opportunely employed by her 
agent, Acton, had triumphed over the 
debility of King Ferdinand. The battle 
of Au.stcriiti! secured to me the happy 
icsult of a ^ar unjustly provoked; and 
France and her allies loudly demanded 
the destruction of the Dynasty of Naples, 
vrjiich its perjury had covered with dis¬ 
grace. Placed in this critical situation,, 
and being a Constitutional Monarcli, what 
resource had I left ? Your Majesty, who 
have experienced the arrogance nf your 
subjects, knows, and Ijougbt to know, that 
we Soveroigns must frequently .stifle our 
own inclinations, fi oni a'regard to the iw. 
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terests, and eren the prejudices, of the 
people we govern. Thus was the fate of 
the House of Naples decided ; and it was 
do&med tq lose its kingdom, without any 
possibilitt on my part to prevent it! 
What pail^ did this determination cost 
me! How'odious in my eyes were the 
sceptre and ‘crown, when I found myself 
compelled to V proceeding so adverse to 
my own sentiments! Nevertheless, 1 did 
not lose sight of the interests of a misled 
and disgraced dynasty ; and when it l>e- 
dbme impossible for luc to re-establish it 
in Italy, I thought of giving it an equiva¬ 
lent tdsewhere. The proposition% which 
I made, from Erfurih, to King George, 
leave no doubt as to this fact. .To the war 
of Germany, 'notwithstanding the pacific 
ov,^ertures by Lord Lauderdale, and the an¬ 
nounced voyages of the Kussian Messen- 
ger, NovoKiltzoffj immediately succeeded 
that of Prussia, whose Sovereign would 
iM)t arree to the moderate proposals whicii 
1 made hiin. Instigated and blinded by 
Russia, and the insinuations and promises 
of England, hr, in a manner, presumed to 
dictate the law to me, when his sTtuati()n 
was such as should have rather prepaVed 
him to receive it.—A few days sufliced to 
convince him of his error; and, notwith¬ 
standing his misconduct, m'y moderation 
left him in possession of half his states. 
The peace of Tilsifonce more tran(|uilized 
Europe; and 1 should have put an end (p 
the calamities of war, had 1 not been 
convinced of the bad faith of the House 
of Spain, wliich, though my ally, merely 
hesitated to declare against me, in conse¬ 
quence of being confounded by the vic¬ 
tory of Jena. The scandalous quarrels 
between the Father and Son, the ambition 
and sordid contjuct of the Prince of the 
Peace, and the wish of rendering happy, 
and divesting of its prejudices, a nation of 
the first rank, made me turn my views 
upon that kingdom. The Spaniards were 
dissatisfied with the government of king 
Charles, and prince Ferdinand, held out 
• to Europe as a traitor by his father, could 
not ascend a throne, which, since the time 
of Lewis XIV, has bciongeil to France. 
On the other hand, Portugal was an Eng- 
.lish province; and the parliament of thpt 
nation having ^resolved upon the system 
of per|:^‘tual war, it was necessary to ex¬ 
clude their squadrons from the' Continent, 
before they could have an opportunity of 
re-committing such an enormity as their 
attack upon Copen'^ageh. Inmelled by 
this combination* of motives^ 1 sent my 


troop.s into thoi,se kingdoms, and all the 
projected changes would have been af¬ 
fected without the least destttebance,3iad 
not the Spaniards been •‘led astney by 
English moiioply, and the fanaticisMf’ of. 
the monks. The confidence and secu¬ 
rity which I entertained upon this subject^ 
and the ignorance some of my gene¬ 
rals, ocoasioned the petty losses I have 
siiiiercd in that quarter, and which ^he 
enemies of order have celebrated in an 
extraordin:'.!y nututier. But Europ<:^<jpn 
saw what »as to have beqn-expected of 
the .Spaniards, and the Junta of Seville, 
v\ho.-,e measures were totally, subverted in 
t he first instance'by the battle of Tudela, 
and subsequently by thjiC of Octnia. 

•' 'I'he crow'ti of Arragon, which retai»\- 
ed some attachment to the House of Aus¬ 
tria, is the only <»ne that has opposed a 
regular resistance: and amidst the events 
that during the last two years have oc¬ 
curred in Spain, those alone which merit 
ail}' attention arc the defences of Sata- 
gos<a and (jcroiia, which were owing more 
to the obstinacy and fanaticism of the 
monks, than to the valour and discipline 
of their garrisons. In short, Spain is con- 
(jucred ; and the English have no longer 
any point of support in it, except (!adix, 
artd a handful of insurgents headed by the 
traitor llomatia. The- forces they'have in 
Portugal merely wail’uitil my troops are 
in motion, when they will itnmVdiatcly 
embark; and I am convinced that the Por¬ 
tuguese army will experience a di.sastrous 
fate. How characteristic is it of commer • 
cial nations to'sacrifice^their allies! The 
hearts of the English are inctaliified; and 
they act only from the im|)ulsti of gain. > 
With them there is neither honour nor 
faith, nor do they hold any obli|[ation sa¬ 
cred.—I'hey' have sacrificed your Majeji- 
ty’s House, Dcmnark, Sweden, Holland, 
Austria, Prussia, and latterly^ Portugal 
anil Spain. But, at this moment, they 
have no friends on the Continent; they 
htivcxlosk all tlieir relations with it. 1 
make this represenl-ation to your Majesty, 
to impress you with the truth of my ex¬ 
pressions, gnd the absolute necessity un¬ 
der which I find tnysclf of sacrificing some, 
dynasties. But a new order of things is ‘ 
about to succeed,-and every thing will be ^ 
remedied. France, though friendly to in¬ 
novation, entertains, nevertheless, great 
attachment and deference for established 
usages and customs. 

The same people who destroyed the 
throne did not cease until they re-establish- 



957] •TUNE 23, 1810. 

ed it \'Bith greater' pomp and splendour 
tiian it bad before; and t have found my- 
uitdeftthctficceSsity of creating a No- 
bilitj^'to which, however, I have given 
a^iiore convenient fovm^ than that of the 
ancient order. In like manner, Alnnar- 
chical France claims and insists upon her 
rights-to those crowns which she for- 
merjy possessed,' and your Mi^esty will 
ii^antly perceive, that events may occa¬ 
sion a change of Dynasty in France, but 
noiany variation or alteration in her rights 
or mations.^From this motive 1 have re¬ 
solved "to place the crowns of Spain and 
Italy on tbe heads of brothers and rela¬ 
tions, who, besiiles bepf^ Princes of my 
H«use,wnceive that they have contribut- 
^ to ray elevation to the throne. Your 
Majesty, who are aware that every thing 
is linked together by immutable haws, will 
perceive the necessity that has compelled 
me to adopt this rule. As to what con¬ 
cerns the alteratidns in the north, I assure 
your Majesty thal 1 have no particular 
interest in them.* *1 have merely pennit- 
cd them with the view of diminishing the 
pow'tr and influence of Russia, which, re¬ 
garding the other states of Europe as con¬ 
tinually divided, and always having dif- 
forept inleicsts, like .the republics of 
iireece In ancient times, may one dav Tie-' 
eoine \'*l)at Macedonia was in respect fo 
tliem*j ami the present Alexander, per¬ 
haps, serbjugatc more nations than ho who 
penetrated as far as India. The prejudices 
of the House of Austria, which has impo- 
iiticly exerted itself to sustain the rights 
of that of Bourbon, havd hitherto made 
me act in opposition to my intentions, so 
that I have been obliged to temporize with 
the Czar of the Russians, whose interests 
are diligent from mine, and whose incli¬ 
nations follow the impulse given them liv 
the intrigpes and [lartirs in his court. 
The late war with Austria has enlightened 
the Emperor Francis with regard to his 
interest; and 1, who am attached to the 
old system of France, have proposeil and 
obtained an alliance with one of his 
daughters. It is with the highest satis¬ 
faction that I announce to yyur Majesty 
this stroke of my jnilicy, which, at the 
same time that it will confet* happiness tm 
the gi;ieater part of Europe, will open a 
w^y for me to obtain the regard and es¬ 
teem of your Majesty. *I am anxious 
that this marriage, should be represented 
by your Majesty to Europe to be what it 
truly* is, just, equal, and proper. I, who 
am faithful to my promises, and powerful 
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to accomplish them, will gratefully repay 
your Majesty for the iiiterast which 3 'ou 
will thus take in the tranquillity of so many' 
nations. The dynasties of Bourbon^ill 
all of tliem be indemnitied for their losses. 
The Princes of the House of Spain will 
receive their indemnitication ?n countriee 
which have no contact with* France, and 
nlierc their relations caiidot be adverse 
to my dynasty. As to.-your Majesty’s 
House, 1 will make every possible ex¬ 
ertion in its favour. Master of Spain and 
Portugal, it will not be diflicult for nie 
to take Gibraltar, and I shall thw exclude 
the lyiglish from the Mediterranean. 
I’liey will lose Malta ; and in the coast of 
Africa and*Egypt, I shall find colonies su¬ 
perior to those 1 have lo.st. France, from 
its situation, needs no islands; and if your 
Majesty cimsider it topographically, you 
will observe that in reality none belong 
I to her. In this point of view, Sicily, Sar¬ 
dinia, Corsica, Malta, the lonitm islands, 
and several of the Archipelago, will form 
the patrimony of your Majesty’s line, 
which, in.that case, may look upon itself 
a* the* England of the Mediterranean. 
Lei not your Majesty persist in the wish 
to recoi'cr I lie slates which j’our fa¬ 
mily formci'U possessed in Italy—Im¬ 
perious circumstances have compelled 
me to make so many variations, that it is 
now impossible to alter them, and the 
j^jlands above enumerated are a complete 
cijuivnleut. I have explained my ideas 
to your Majesty, at full Iengl|i, and have 
spoken to you with that sincerity which 
becomes one who is mi the eve of being 
your nephew’.—From lienceforth, all feel¬ 
ings of rancour, animosity, and passion, 
should cease. 1 forget the injuries I have 
received ; and your Majesty ought to re¬ 
gard me as your relative and your ally. 
i\ly cause and my interests ought to be 
those of your Majesty, as those that be¬ 
long to you shall be im'iie. J shall ag- 
gramlize the dominions of the.>Housc of 
Austria, restore her to her ancient splen¬ 
dour, make her mistress of the Danube, 
give iier pqjfts on the Black Sea, and, in 
short, a navy, which shall command the 
whole of that sea, and whose tlag will be 
respected in the Archipelago. , 

'* I will assist her in her quarrels with 
Russia ; and the Princes, the brothers of 
the Emperor Francis, shall reign over 
countries which that povyer has 'usurped 
ever since the time 9 f Peter the Great. 
In recomBonce for all this, I require only 
the friendship, the good-\vill of your Ma- 
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jesty.. Upon this depends the happiness 
of more tnanan hundred millions of souls; 
and L who -am interested in the welfare 
of many nations, pray and supplicate 
your Majesty to second my intentions. 
Let not prejudices, erroneous views of in¬ 
terest, and, above all, the seductive arti¬ 
fices of the English, cause your Majesty 
to lose so favourable a conjuncture. 

" Let your Majesty, availing yourself 
of your natural talent and perspicacity, 
avoid being surprised by those who hover 
about your spouse. May Europe not see 
herself frustrated of this basis of felicity ; 
in consequence of which, the interest oi' 
all the dynasties being Conciliated* they 
may iall with their whole w^ght upon 
the pirates! May the present generation, 
in front of whom Providence has placed 
usj witness the sacrifice which Monarchs 
shall be disposed to make of their pas¬ 
sions! This I expect of your Majesty, 
and so I entreat that he may take you into 
his holy and worthy keeping, &c.'' 


NEW DUTCH DECREE. 

Louis Napoleon, hy the Grace of God and 
live Constilution qf the Kin^om, Kitig 
qf Holland, Constable of France. 

Upon the Report of our Minister tf 
Einance, of the 21st of May, 1810, &.c.— 
We have decreed, and hereby decree,* 

Art. 1. The line of two tl’.cusand rods-, 
established by our decree of the 25ih of 
May, 1S09, No. 25, and further described 
in our decree of the 5rd of November, 
1809, No. 12, .xyithin which limits, with 
the exception of certain places therein 
mentioned, and the Town of the Hague, 
are prohibited all magazines, depots or 
warehouses of colonial goods and English 
manufaetpres, or articles held to be such 
according to the Proclamation of the 31st 
of May 1805, is extended to the distance 
of five thousand rods from the sea-coasts. 
All unlicensed magazines found within 
the former space, shall be put under se¬ 
questration, to be disposed of in such 
manner as*shall be farther provided. * 


2. The proprietors of such magazines 
lying between tf e distance of two thou-^ 
sand, and that of five .ihou8%at3l tpds from 
the sea-coasts, shall be at liberty to glear 
and carry off the same, within the sp^ae 
of 14 days, under the authority of inland 
permits. 

3. All licensed retail dealers shall de¬ 

liver in at the nearest office of the Difccc' 
tor by Water, a special declaration in 
writing of thair slock in hand. ^ 

4. The necessary siifierarihes shall he 
delivered to the retail dealers, to ascertain 
the colonial goods and manufactures which 
they may keep on hand in*order canny 
on their trade. This stoifk shall be regu-^ ‘ 
fated by the average of the extent of their 
licences, and the amount of their pay¬ 
ments to the weigh-bouee tax, in case 
they are rated thereto. The quantity, 
however, shall in no case bxceed ond-third 
of the annual sales. 

5. The local authorities shall, within 
tlie shortc.st possible period, transmit, to 
the Director-General of the Middeien te 
Water, lists of the licensed shop-keepers 
«ithia their respective districts, dealing in 
,col«rnial commodities and manufactures, 
with a statement of the sum they ar^ rated 
at, to the weigh-housd /.ax, which state¬ 
ment they are empowered to demand of 
tile Receiver or Collector ef the Midde¬ 
ien te Lande. The said lists aro to be 
accompanied with such remark.s as tend 
to make the Director-General more parti¬ 
cularly acciiidinted with their local in¬ 
terests in this respect. 

6. The present decree shall pe pub- 
listied in the Bulletin of Laws. 

7. Our Minister of Finance, Justice, 
and Police, and also the Direc.or-General 
of the Middeien te V.’ater, are charged 
with the execution of the present decree. 

Given at bur Palace at Haarlem,' this 
24th day of^May, in the year 1810, and 
ef our reign the fifth. 

(Signed) . Louis Napoleon. 


Pubhshfld b; R. BASHAW, Bryclgdl.street, Coreut - Garden :—Sold alio by J.’BUDD, PSlI-Mall, 

lanOOW >—tPrinted br T. C. UMiuirS, PctertHirourb-Canrl, Pleet.Mreel. 
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• -• TO THE 

f 

READERS OF THE REGISTER. 

I when the situation, in 

ti^ich I am now placed, is’considered, I 
shall be excused forai&l having any thing 

^ of my own to present to the public.- 

Since’the Trial, I have been compelled to 
leave my home (to which I hastened on 
the day of the Trial), in order to go Ip 
London /o put ui bail fur my appearance 
to receive jude 3 paeut. From London it 
w^ absolutely necessary to return hither, 
in order to make some little arrange¬ 
ment in my aftkirs here, which have, 
liithcrto, been always managed by mj'self. 
ToedS this, even in a very imperfect man¬ 
ner, avould require every moment of tlie 
time that I can remain here; and, there- 
1 ^ fore, I think that no apology will be 
thought necessary for ifty not writing any 
thing fbr publication this week. Indeed, 
to write to any purpose, with one's mind 
and Iffihrt pulled so many ways is impos- 

t 

sible. Jt would be vain to attempt it. 

’ W«. COBBETT. 

Motley, June 21^ 1 .S10. 

N. B. It was my intention *to have 
closed the Volume with this Number, but 
there has not been time 10 make out the 
Indexes and Tables. • 


Second Report front the Seleei^ Committee 
’ <m I*roceedings relative to Sir Francis 
Jiurdett. — [Ordered, by the House of 
Comnans, to be priaied, 25d Olay 1810. 

• —For First Report, see p. 859.] 

The Select Committee appointed to 
consider of the Proceedings had, and 


-- [962 

to be bad, with reference to the se¬ 
veral Papers signed “ Francis Bur- 
dett j”—the Contents of which re¬ 
lated to his being apprehended and 
committed to the Tower of London, 
and which Papers were - communi¬ 
cated to the House, by Mr. Speaker, 
upon the I’3th and 17th days of April 
last —and to report such facts, as 
they may think necessary, together 
with their opinion thereupon, from 
time to time, to the House;—And to 
whom the matters stated by the Ser¬ 
jeant at Anns attending the House, 
and the Process served upon him in an 
Action at Law by Sir Fr.tncis Burdett; 
—and also the Sunflnons served on 
Mr. Speaker, and Hie Notice of De- 

• tflaration delivered to the Serjeant at 

• Afms, at the Suit of the said Sir Fran¬ 

cis Burdett; were referred ;—^And to 
whom the Report W'as re-committed, 
which was made from the said Com¬ 
mittee ;-Have, pursuant to the 

Orders of the-House, further consi¬ 
dered the matters referred to them ; 
and have agreed to the following Re- 

• pout : 

• 

Your Committee, resuming Uie consi¬ 
deration of the principal matters resented 
in their former Report, do not think it 
necessary to state all the various Prece¬ 
dents which are to be found of the exer¬ 
cise of the power of Commitment by the 
House of Commons for Breaches of Pri¬ 
vilege and Contempt in general, conceiv¬ 
ing that to be a power too clear to be 
called in question, and proved, if proof 
were necessary, by the same* Precedents, ^ 
which they have collected with a view to 
the point to which they have more imme¬ 
diately directed their attention, and which 
Precedents are subjoined to their Report, 
—The Cases which your Committee have 
selected as most directly c«nne6ted with 
the subject referred to them, qre those of 
Commitments for Tiibel, an oll^ice which* 
tends to excite popular misapprehension 
and disaffection, endangers ^e .freedom 
of the Debates aiiti Proceedjpgs in Par- 
liameift, and requires -the most prompt 
interpositioi]^ aud restraint. The effect 
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*of immediate punishment and example is 
required'to pi-event the evils necessarily 
arising from this oiTence, which evil it 
is obvious would be much less effectually 
guarded against by the more dilatory 
proceedings of the ordinary Courts of 
Law; nevertheless upon some occasions 
the House of Gommons have proceeded 
against persons committing such offences, 
by directing Prosecutions, or by address* 
ing his Majesty toldirect them, as ap>^ 
pears by the Precedents collected in the 
Appendix.—From the series of Prece¬ 
dents which your Committee find on your 
Journals, it will most clearly appear that 
the House of Commons have treated Li¬ 
bels as Contempts; that they have fre¬ 
quently punished the Authors and Pub¬ 
lishers of them by Commitment, whether 
those ‘Authors and Publishers were or 
were not Members of the House; and 
that this power has been exercised at all 
times, as far back as the Journals afford 
an opportunity of tracing it. And your 
Committee cannot forbear observing, that 
the Precedents subjoined to their {teport 
establish this Law of Parliament, upon the 
ground and evidence of an irameidorial 
usage, as strong and satisfactory as would 
be held sufficient in a Court of Law, for 
the establishment of any legal right.— 
Your Committee also beg leave to observe, 
that the general powi.'r of Commitment 
was solemnly asserted by the House of 
Commons in 1075, and in their Resolu¬ 
tions of 1701 ; and w^as also claimed by* 
the House of Commons, and admitted 
by the House of Lords in the most ex¬ 
plicit terms, in the Conference between 
tile two Houses in the case of Ashby and 
White, in 1704; although other points 
arising in that case were strongly contro¬ 
verted between the two Houses.—Your 
Committee further state, that it has been 
recognized by legal authority, and by 
the most solemn decisions of the Courts 
of Law on various occasions, whenever any 
xjuestion upon it has been brought before 
them:—By eleven of the Judges—in the 
Case of the Aylesbury Men. 2 Lord Raym. 
p. 1105. 3 -Wils. p. 205.— By the Court 

of King’s Bench—in Murray’s Case. 1 
WiJs. p. 299. , 1751. By the Court of 
Common Pleas—in the Case of Brass 
Crosby. S.Wils. p. 203. 1771.— By the 
toiirt ofExcheqiier—in the Case of Oliver. 
1771.— And that this power of Commit¬ 
ment by ' either House* of Parliament, 
was further recognised by the Court of 
King’s Bench in the‘Case of Benjamin 


Flower, 8 Term .Reports, p. 323| who 
had been committed by \he Housq ,of» 
Lords, And your Committee have nA; 
found the authority of a single deciiion 
to the contrary in any Court whatevef? 
—Your Committee also beg leave to state, 
that the Judges of the Common Law 
have considered Libels upon their Courts 
or the proceedings in, judicature as Con- . 
tempts, and have frequently punisheci 
the authors and publishers of them by 
summary commitment. This appears* 
from various instances statedt^i: (he Ap¬ 
pendix which have occurred both in 
Courts of Law and Equity.—Amongst the 
Judges who have dbneurred in those de¬ 
cisions, upon the power Parfiimeii'il 
and of the Courts of Law and Equity to * 
commit for such Contempts, are to be 
found Lawyers ihe most distinguished 
for their zealous regard for the liberty of 
the subject, and the most upright, ablq and 
enlightened men that ev,er adorned the 
seat of justice; and the .doctrines laid 
down by them all coincide with the opi¬ 
nion solemnly delivered by Lord Chjef 
Justice De Grey in Crosby’s Case, that 
the power of Commitment is " inherent in 
the House of Commons from the very na¬ 
ture of its institution, and that they can 
commit generally for all contempts.” 3 
Wils. p. 198.—Under all these circum¬ 
stances, your Committee^can have no he¬ 
sitation in submitting their decided opi¬ 
nion, that the power of Commitment for 
a Libel upon the House, or upon its mem¬ 
bers, for or relative to arq^ thing said or 
done therein, is essential to the Freedom 
of Debate, to the Independence of Par¬ 
liament, to the security of the Liberty of 
the Subject, and to the general preservation 
of the State.—This power is in truri. part 
of the fundamental Law of Parliament 
the Law of Parliament is the Law of the 
Land ; part of the Lex Terrte, mentioned 
in Magna Charta, wherq it is declared, 
that “ no Freeman shall be taken or impri¬ 
soned but by jawful judgment of hit 
Peers, or by the Law of the Land;” and it 
is as much within the meaning of these 
words, “ the Law of the Land,” as the uni¬ 
versally acknowledged power of Com¬ 
mitment for Contempt by the Courts of 
Justice-in Westminster Hall, which Codrts 
have inherent ia them the summarjr’ 
power of nunishing such Contempts by 
Commitment of the Offenders, without 
the intervention of a Jury.—Your Coitt- 
mittee therefore are of Opinion, That this 
Power is founded on the clearest princir 
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^ pies of expediency an|^ i%ht, proved by 
wnmemorial usage, recognised and sane* 
tioned &y {he highest legal Authorities, 
analogous to the power exercised 
Without dispute by Courts of Justice ; 
•ihat it grew up with our Constitution; 
fhat. it rs established and confirmed as 
clearly and incontrovertibly^as any part 
efthe Law of the Land,-and is one of the 
'^ost important safeguards of the Eights 
^ |ud Liberties of the People. 

, ^ Bm^actsfrom the Appendix . 

Claim and Recognition of the Privileges 
of Pafliament, an j the power of Com* 
• gj^meiit.. * 

11 Rich. II.'* —Rot. Pari. Vol. iii- p. 244- 
—^£a yeest Parlement, toutz les Seign’rs 
si bien Lspiritels come Temporels alors 

f resentz clamerent come lour Libertee & 
ranchise, q’les grosses inatires moevez en 
cest* Parlement, & a movers en autres Par- 
lemcntz en temrps a venir, tochantz Picres 
de la Terre, ^croient demesnez, ajuggez, 
& discus par le cours de Parlement, & 
ntmye. par la Loy Civile, ne par la Com-* 
mune Ley de la Terre, usez en autres < 

{ >lus has Courtes du Roialme: quell claym, 
^berte, & franchise le Roy lour benigne- 
menf alloua & ottrofa en plein Par.lemqpt. 

• * 3i Hen. Rot. Pari. Vol. v. p»239. 
—^horp^s Caae*r—The seid Lordes Spiri-* 
tuelx and Temporetx not entendyng to 
empeche or hurt the Libertces and Privt- 
leggcs. of theym that we.e com’en for the 
Commune of this lande to this present 
Parlement, biR egally after the cours of 
lawe to mynystre justice, and to have 
knowtegge what the law will v^ey in that 
behalve, opened and declared to the Jus- 
tice^the premissez, and axed of them 
■ whether the seid Th«>mas ought to be 
delivered from prison, by force and 
vertue of the Privelegge of Parlement or 
noo. To the which question the chefe 
Jastcez, in the*name of all the Justicez, 
after sadde cominunicaCioQ and mature 
deliberation hadde amdng theim, aun> 
swered and jsaid, that they ought not to 
aunswere to that question^for it hath not be 
used af«)re tyme that the Justicez should 
in eny wyse determine’the Privelegge of 
this high Court of Parlement. 

4 Hen. VII. —The original'Roll in the 
Parliament Offi' e.—Stroud’s Case.—This 
is the act conc’nypg Richard Stroude for 
matt’ resoned in the P’liament.—The 
act begins by reciting the Petition of Rd. 
Stroude, and after tnat recital proceeds 
thus: 


Henry R. Soft haill aux Senio’s. 

And on that be it inacted by the seide 
Autorite, That al suts, accu'seinentis, con- 
dempnacons, execucions, fynys, Am’cia- 
mentis, punysshements, correccons, grev- 
’ncez, charges, & impositions putt or hadde 
or her aft’ to be put or hadde unto or apon 
the seide Richard, and to every other of 
thep’son or p’soii afore spccyfyed that 
nowe be of this p’s^nt P’liament or that 
of any P’liament her after shall be for any 
bvlle speyking, reasonying or declarying 
oft’ any mat’ or maters conc’iiyin'g the 
P’liament to be comenc.-d« and treated 
off'be utt’ly voyde & of none eflfccte, and 
on that be hyt inacted W the .seide Auto- 
rite, That if the seide Richard Strode or 
any of all the seide other p’snn or persons 
her after be vexy’d, trobcled on other 
wyse charged for any causes as is ai'ore- 
saide, that then he or they & every of them 
so vexed or troubled off and for the same, 
have acc’on upon the case^agaynstc ev'ry 
such p’son or p’sons so vexy'mg or tro- 
belying any cot’rie*to this Ordin’ns & 
p’liisibn, in the whych acc’on the p’tie 
greyivd shall be recov’ Ircby’ll damages & 
coslis & that no p’teccon, essouie nor wa¬ 
ger of Lawe yn the seide acc’on in any¬ 
wise be admytteil nor receyvid. 

’ A Ce\t Bill Ley Seinos ss Assent. 

1G06_Com. «lourn. Vol. i. p. 349.— 

The Commons tell the Lords “ that they 
doubt not, but the Commons House is a 
Court, and a Court of Record.” 

1620.—Com. Journ. Vol. i. p. 545.*—In 
a Report of Precedents by sir Edward 
Coke, it is agreed, “ The House of Com¬ 
mons, alone, haih a power of punishment, 
and that judicial.”—Hall’s Case 23 Elizth. 
and Long’s Case 5th Elizth. cited. 

1075, June 4th.—Com. Journ. Vol. ix. 
p. 354.—In the matter of the appellant 
Jurisdiction of the House of Lords, the 
Commons assert their right " to punish by 
impri>'onment a Commoner that is guilty 
of violating their privileges, that being ac¬ 
cording to the known Laws and Custom of 
Parliament and the right of their Privi¬ 
leges declared by the King’s Royal Pre¬ 
decessors in former Pa.liaments and by 
himself in this;” and “ that neither the 
Great Charter, the Petition of Right, nor 
any other Laws, do take away the Law 
and Custom of Parliament,*or of either 
House of Parliament.” , 

1701.—Vol. xiii, p. 767.—Kentish Pe¬ 
tit!^_ Resolved, That it is the Opinion 

of this Committee,«that to assert the JHouse 
of Commas have no powlkr of Codiiuaib’ 
2 .H 2 
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Inent, but of their own Members, tends to 
the subversion of the Constitution of the 
House of Commons. 

Resn^ved, That it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, That to print or publish 
Books or Libels reflecting upon the pro¬ 
ceedings of the House of Commons, or 
any member thereof, for or relating to his 
service therein, is a high violation of the 
Rights and Privileges of the House of 
Commons. 

Ashby & White.—-Conferences between 
the two Houses. 

The Commons at the second Conference 
with the Lords re-assert their Resolution 
of 1701 : 

" For it is the ancient and undoubted 
right of the House of Commons to commit 
for breach of Privilege ; and the instances 
of their committing persons (not Members 
of the House) for breach of Privilege, and 
that to any her Majesty’s prisons, arc an¬ 
cient, so manyji and so well known to your 
Lordships, that the Commons think it 
iieedlessto produce |hera.”—Lords Jouin. 
Vol. xvii. p. 709. . 

Lords Joiirn. Vol. xvii. p. 7J4. 

The Lords in answer say,—“ The Lorris 
never disputed the Commons power of 
committing for breach of Privilege, as well 
persons who are notof ihe House of Com- 
nkons as there who are,” &c. 

C* 

Recognition ol the Law and Privilege of 
Parliament, and of the Power of tiic 
House of Coniinons to commit lor Con¬ 
tempt, by Legal Authorities, and by 
the Decision of Courts of Justice. 

Coke, '!• Inst. fo. 15.—Lord Coke ob¬ 
serves upon the Ciairn of the Lords, in i 1 
of Rich. 11. sanctioned by the King (as 
stated in the hrst paregrapli of Appendix 
C.) under the head of ‘ Lex et Consuctudo 
* Parliament as followeth—“ And as 
every Court of Justice hath Laws and Cus¬ 
toms for its direction, some by the Com¬ 
mon Law, some by the Civil Law and 
Common Law, some by peculiar Laws and 
Customs, &c. so the High Court of Par¬ 
liament—suis proprijs legibus et consue- 
tudinibus subsistit—It is lex et consuetudo 
Parliament!, that all weighty matters in 
any Parliament, moved concerning the 
Peers of the Realm, or Commons i.i Par¬ 
liament assembled, ought to be determin¬ 
ed, adjudged, and discussed by the course 
of Parliament and not by Civil Law, nor yet 
by the Common Laws of4hi8 Realm used 
in inferior Courts; which was so declared 
to be—Mcuadum legem et censuetudinem 


Parliament!—fpneerning the Peers tifthi* 
Realm, by the King, and .all the 
Spiritual and Temporal: A9id Zhe like, 
pari ratione, is for the Commons for Qiny 
thing moved or done in the House of 
Commons.” 

Coke, 4 Inst. fo. 50.—And on anothi^ 
occasion, in treating of the Laws, Cu.stom3, 
Liberties and Privileges of the Court qf 
Parliament, which he saith, “ hath bee^ 
much desired, and are the very heart¬ 
strings of the Commonwealth Ii-Jitl 
Coke says,—“ All the Justice'^tyf England 
and Barons of the Exchequer, are assist¬ 
ants to the Lords to inform tbbm of the 
Common Law, and diereunto are, called 
severally by writ: ncitherdoth it belong 
to them (as hath been said) to judge of 
any Law, Custom, or Privilege of Parlia¬ 
ment: And to say the truth, the Laws. 
Customs, Libertie.s, and Privileges of Par- 
liumcnt, arc better to he learned out of 
the Rolls of Parliament,- and other Rc- 
cord.s, and by Precedents und continued 
experience, than can be expressed by any 
one man’s pen.” 

2t> Car. II.—1G74.—State Trials, Vol. 
A'ii. p. 4 i9.—Soame’.s Case —Lord Chief 
Justic North saiii,—“ I can see no other 
way to avoid consequences derogatory to 
the honour of the Parliament, but to reject 
the action; and all others that shall relhte 
either to the Proceedings or Privilege of 
Rarliamcnt, as our predecessors has^e done. 
For if w e should admit general rem.edieE 
in matters relating to the Parliament, we 
must .set bounds bow far they shall go, 
which is a dangerous province; for if we 
err. Privilege of Parliament will be in¬ 
vaded, which wc ought not in any way to 
endamage.” 

1675.—State Trials, Vol. ii. p. — 
Earl of Sliafte.sbury’s Case.—In the Case 
of the Earl of Shaftesbury, who was com¬ 
mitted by the House of Lords, “ for high 
contempts committed agahist the House,” 
on being brought up to the King’s Bench 
on the Return of an Habeas Corpus, the 
Court unanimously determined against 
entertaining the case; when Rainsford, 
Chief Justice, said, " This Court has no 
jurisdicyt-ion of the :Cause, and therefore the 
form of Ihe Return ip not considerable. 
We ought nut to extend our jurisdiction 
beyond its limits, and the actions of onr 
ancestors will not warrant such an at¬ 
tempt.—The consequence would be very- 
mischievous, if this Court should deliver a 
Member of the House of Peers and Com¬ 
mons wlio are committed, for thereby the 
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• business of Fbrliamenb may be retarded; 
fcV It mjiy ’the caimnitment was for evil 
be^^viour, or indecent reflections on other 
^embers, to the disturbance of the affairs 
of Parliament. The commitment in this 
^ase is not for safe custody; but he is in 
exeeutioh of the judgment given by the 
Lords for contempt; and tharefore if he 
^hould be bailed, fie would be delivered 
out of execution; for a contempt mi 

there is no other Judgment or execu¬ 
tion. Jhii^Court has no jurisdiction, and 
therefore he ought to be remanded. 1 
deliver np opinion whether it would be 
otherwise in case of*a•Prerogative.” 

IWf, Feb'.^ 7th.—*1 Wilson p. 200— 

' Murray’s Case.—When he was brought 
up tfl the King’s Bench by a Habeas Cor* 
pus, and the Court unanimously refu.sed 
to discharge him, Mr. Justice Wright said, 
“ It appears upon the Return of this Ha¬ 
beas* Corpus, that Mr. Murray is com¬ 
mitted to Newgate by the House of Com¬ 
mons, for an high and dangerous contempt 
of the Privileges of that House; and it is 
now insisted on at the bar, that this is a* 
bailable case, within the meaning of the 
Habeas Corpus Act.—To this 1 answer, 
.tl»at it has been determined by all the 
Jydges to the contrary; that if* could 
heyCT be th^ intent of that Statute to*give 
a Judge at hfc ’cliamber, or this Court, 
power to judge of the Privileges of th|; 
House of Commons.—The House of Com¬ 
mon? is undoubtedly an high Court; and 
^ it is agreed oi^ all hands that they have 
power to judge of the*ir own Privileges ; 
it need not appear to us what the con¬ 
tempt was for; if it did appear, we could 
not judge thereof.—Lord Shaftesbury was 
committed for a contempt of the House ; 

* ‘and being brought here by an Habeas 
Corpus^ the Court remanded him; and no 
case has been cited wherever this Court 
interpo.sed.—The House of Commons is 
superior to this Court in.this particular: 
this Court cannot admit ^laifa person 
committed for a contempt in any other 
Court in Westminster Hall.” 

Dennison, Justice.—“ This Court has 
no jurisdiction.in the present case^. We 
granted the Habeas Corpus, not knowing 
wltht the* commitm*ent was ; but now it 
’ appears to be for a confempt of the Privi¬ 
leges of the House of Commons; what 
those Privileges (of either House) are, we 
do not know; nor need they tell us what 
the contempt was, becau.se we cannot judge 
of it; for I must call this Court inferior 
to the House of Commons with respect to 


judging of their Privileges, and Contempts 
against them. I give my judgment se 
suddenly, because I think it a clear case, 
and requires no time for considerafion. 

Foster, Justice.—“ The Law of Parlia¬ 
ment is pari of the Law of the Land ; and 
there would be an end of, all Law, if the 
House of Commons could not commit for 
a Contempt. All Courts of Record (even 
the lowest) may commit for a Contempt; 
and Lord Holt, though he diflered with 
the other .Judges, yet agreed the House 
might commit for a Contempt in the face 
of the House. As for the. Prisoner’s ill- 
nes*s, we can take no notice of it, having 
no poi^r at all in this case.” 

The Prisoner was remanded. 

1771.—3 Wils, 188.—Crosby’s Case. 
—^Iii the year 1771, Brass Crosby, tfsq. the 
Lord Mayor, who wa.s committed to the 
Tower by order of this House, under the 
Speaker’s Warrant, on 25tb. March, 1771, 
was brought up by Habeas^ Corpus before 
the Court of CoramoiT Pleas in Easter 
Termv The Question was fully argued, 
and*, by the unanimous judgiiicnt of the 
Couft, he was remanded. 

The Lord Chief Justice de Grey, in giv- 
iiigthc opinion of the Court, stated, "That 
this power (viz. of commitment] must be 
inherent in the House of Coinnioas, from 
the very nature ‘Df its institution; and 
therefore is part of the Law of the Land. 
They certainly always could commit in 
•many cases; in matter of Elections, they 
can commit Sheriffs, ISfayors, Officers, 
Witnesses, &c. and it is now agreed, that 
they can commit generally lor all Con¬ 
tempts. All Contempts are either punisha¬ 
ble in the Court contemned, or in some 
higher Court. Now» the Parliament has 
no superior Court; therefore the Contempt 
against either House, can only be punish¬ 
ed by themselves.” 

" The Stat. of James I, cap. 13, suffi¬ 
ciently proves that they have power to 
[)unisli it, in these words: ‘ Provided al-* 
' ways, that this Act or any thing thurein 
' coiitavied shall not extend to the dimi- 

• nishing of any punishment to be here- 
‘ after by censure in Parliament inflicted 

• upon any person which hereafter shall 
' muke«or procure to be made any such 
^ arrest as aforesaid so thift it is most 
clear that the Legislature have recognized 
this power of the House of Commons. In 
the case of the Aylesbury Men, ’the Coun¬ 
sel admitted. Lord Chief Justice Holt 
owned, and the House of Lords acknow¬ 
ledged, tbSt the House of Commons had 
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power to commit for Contempt or breach 
of Privilege. Indeed, it seems they must 
have power to commit for any crime. 
When the House of Commonsadjudge any 
thing to be a Contempt or a breach of 
Privilege, their adjudication is a convic¬ 
tion, and their commitment in consequence 
an execution; ^nd no Court can dis¬ 
charge or bail a person that is in exe¬ 
cution by the judgment of any other 
Court.” 

And he concluded bis judgment in these 
words*: 

'■ I am perfectly satisfied that if Lord 
Holt himself were to have determined*it, 
the Loid Mayor would h»ve been re¬ 
manded. In the case of Mr. MurAy, the 
Judges could not hesitate concerning the 
contempt by a man who refused to receive 
his sentence in a proper posture ; all the 
Judges agreed, that he must be remand¬ 
ed, because he was committed by a Court 
having competent jurisdiction. Courts of 
Justice have no cognizance of the acts of 
the Houses of Parliament, because they 
belong ad uliud examen. I have the'ntost 
perfect satisfaction in my own mind in 
that determination. Sir Martin Wright, 
who felt a generous and distinguished 
warmth for the liberty, of the Subject; 
Mr. Justice Denison, who was so free 
from connections and aijibition of every 
kind; and Mr. Justice Fos'er, who may 
be truly called the Magna (^harta of li¬ 
berty, of persons as well as fortune ; all 
these revered .fudges concurred in this 
point. 1 am therefore clearly and with 
full satisfaction of opinion, that the Lord 
Mnyor must be remanded.** 

(SouId, Justice.—“I entirely concur in 
opinion with ray Lord Chief Justice, that 
this Court hath no dbgn-zance of Con¬ 
tempts or breach of Privilege of the 
House of Commons; they are the only 
Judges of iheir own Privileges; and that 
they niuy be properly called Judges, ap¬ 
pears in 4 Inst. 47, where my Lord Coke 
says, an alien cannot be elected of the 
Parliament, because such a person can 
hold no place of judicature. Muclf stress 
has been laid upon an objection, that the 
Warrant of the Sp^-aker is not conforma- 
ble to the Older of the House ; and yet 
no such thinj£ appears upon th*- Retbrn, as 
bsa been pretended. The. Order says, 
that the Lord Mayor shall be taken into 
the custody of the Serjeant or bis Deputy; 
it dues not say, by the Sefjeant or his De¬ 
puty. This Court caii»>t know the luaWe 
and power of the proceedings of Nous* 


of Commons; it is' founded on a different 
law; the Lex et Consuetudo Parliament^, » 
known to Parliament men onl^i. 'TVewyjji- 
nard’s case, Dier, 59, 60. When matmiw, 
of Privilege come incidentally before the 
Court, it is obliged to determine them, to|. 
prevent a failure of justice. It is true this 
Court did, in the instance alluded to by 
the Counsel *at the Bar, determine upon.,, 
the Privilege of Parliament in the case of' 
a Libel; but then that Privilege wa§ pro- 
mulge.d and known; it existed m recofOs 
and law books, and was allovt^d by Par¬ 
liament itself. But even in that case, we 
now know that we Wiere mistaken; for the 
House of Commons ha^e since deters>(»ed,i 
that Privilege does not extend to matters 
of Libel. The cases produced respeoting 
the High Commission Court, &c. are not 
to the present purpose, because those 
Courts had not a legal authority. The 
Rd^olution of the House of Commons is an 
adjudication, and every Court must judge 
of iis own contempts. * 

Biackstone, Justice.—" f concur in opi- 
niun, that we cannot discharge the Loi^ 

, Mayor. The present case is of great im¬ 
portance, because the liberty of the Sub- ■ 
ject is materially concerned. The Housp 
of ponk'^ions is a supreme Court, and they 
are Judges of their own .Privileges «n(l 
'Contempts, more especial^^ with respe'et 
to their own Members.—Here is a M^m- 
lA-r committed in execution by the judg- 
, ment of his own House. All Courts/* by 
which 1 mean to include the two Houses 
of Parliament and tfce CourtS of Westmin¬ 
ster Hall, can have no control in matters 
of Contempt. The sole adjudication of 
Contempts, and the punishment thereof, 
in any manner, belongs exclusively^nd 
without interfering, to each respective 
Court. Infinite confusion and duorder 
would follow, if Courts could by writ of 
Habeas Corpus examine and determine 
the Contehapts of others. ‘This power to 
commit resuitg from the first principles of 
justice ; for if they have power to decide, 
they ought to have power to punish. No 
other Court sha^l scan the judgment of a 
superior Court, or the principal Seat of 
Justice.* As I said* before, it would occa- 
sibn the utmos confusion, if eveiiy Court 
of this Hall Should have power to examine 
the commitments of the other Courts of 
the Hall fur contempts; so tbat the judg¬ 
ment and commitment of each respective 
Court as to contempts, must be final 
and without control. It is a confiden'c* 
may, with perfect safety and seen- 
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^rity, fie reposed in the Judges and the 
^ilses of Parliament.* The Legislature 
sini^ thS RdVolution (see 9 & 10 VV. Ill, 
«. re.) have created many new contempts. 
Tne ol^ectipns which are brought, of abu- 
^yve consequences, prove too much, be¬ 
cause tliey are applicable to all Courts of 
dernier resort: 'etab abusuad usum non 
' ^ valent consequentm,* is amaxim of law as 
well as of logic. General convenience 
jpust always outweigh partial inconveni¬ 
ence; even supposing (which in my con- 
scienCe,*I«h far from supposing) that in 
the present case the House has abused its 

S iwer. t know, and am sure that the 
ouae^if Commons hre both able and well 
, inclined to do^ustice. How preposterous 
is the present murmur and complaint! 
The House of Commons have this power 
only in common with ail the Courts of 
Westminster Hall: and if any persons 
may be safely trusted with this powdr, 
they must surely be the Commons, who 
are chosen by* the people; for their pri¬ 
vileges and powers are the privileges and 
powers of the people. There is a great, 
fallacy in my brother Glynn’s whole ar¬ 
gument, when he makes the question to 
b/5. Whether the House have acted ac- 
* cordfhg to their right or not?—dan any 
-^bo4 man think of involving the Judges 
in*a contest'witllk either House of Parlia¬ 
ment, or with one another ? And yet this 
manner of putting the question would prW- 
duc» such a contest. The House of Com- 
, mqns is the only Judge of its own pro¬ 
ceedings; Hcflt diflcKid from the other 
Judges in this point, but we must be 
governed by the eleven, and net by ‘the 
single one. It is a right inherent in all 
supjj^^ie Courts; the House of Commons 
. have always exercised it. Little nice ob¬ 
jection's of particular words, aad forms and 
ceremonies ^ execution, are not to be 
regarded in the acts of the House of 
Commons; it is our duty to presume the 
Orders of that House, and t()eir«xecution, 
are according to law. The Habeas Cor¬ 
pus in Murray’s case was at Common 
Law. I concur entirely, with my Lord 
Cliief Justice.’’ 

1771. Oliver’s Calhe.—And •in Mr. 
Alderman Oliver’s case, argued in the 
Court of Exchequer on the 27th of April 
1771, the four JudgesJX^hief Baron Parker, 
Mr. Baron Smythe, Mr. Baron Adams, 
and Mr. Baron Pertot, unanimously ac¬ 
knowledged in like manner the right of 
tbo House of Commons to commit. 
1779.^Dariiford and East’s Report^ K. B. 


Book 8. p: 314. 

Flower’s Case.— In the case of Flower, 
committed by the House of Lords, for n 
libel on the Bishop of LandalL ^n his 
being brought up to the King’s Bench 
upon Habeas Corpus, 

Lord Ketiyun, Chief Justice, said—*' If 
we entertained any doubts upon this sub¬ 
ject, it would be unbecoming in us to rush 
to a speedy decision without looking 
through all the cases cited by the De¬ 
fendant’s Counsel; but not having any 
doubts, I think it best to dispose of the 
case at once. The cases that have been 
referred to are all collected in Lord 
Hale’s Treatise on the Jurisdiction of the 
Lords’ House of Parliament, and that va¬ 
luable Preface to it published by Mr. 
Hargrave ; but in the whole of that, publi¬ 
cation the Defendant’s Counsel has not 
found one case applicable to the present. 
This is one of the plainest questions that 
ever was discustj^d in a ^ourt of Law. 
Some things, however, ijave dropped from 
the learned Counsel that require an 
an^ver:—^First, it is said that the House 
of Lprds is not a Court of Record: that the 
House of Lords when exercising a legis¬ 
lative capacity is not a Court of Record, is 
undoubtedly true,; but w'hen sitting in a 
judicial capacity, as in the present case, 
it is a Court of Record. Then it was 6b- 
jected, that the Defendant w'us condemned 
without being heard in his defence: but 
the warrant of commitment furnishes an 
answer to that; by tha^ it appears, .that 
' he was informed of the complaint made 
' against him,’ &c. and having been heard 
as to what he had to say in answer to the 
said complaint, &c. he was adjudged 
' guilty of a high breach of the Privileges 
' of the House,’ Stki. so that it clearly 
appears that he was beard in his defence, 
and had the same opportunity of callnig 
Witnesses, that every other Defendant has 
in a Court of Justice. Then insinuations 
are thrown out against the Encroachments 
by the House of Lords on the liberties of 
the Subject: but the good subjects of this 
countfV feel themselves protected in their 
liberties by both Houses of Parliament. 
Government rests in a great degree on 
public opinion; and if ever the time shall 
come,* when factious men ,wiH overturn 
the Government of the Country, they wjR 
begin their work by calumniating 'the 
Courts of Justice and both Hopses of Par¬ 
liament.—The ground of this proceeding 
is, that the Defendant has been guilty of a 
breach I^ivileges of the House, and a 
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(onlempt of tbe House. This claim of 
right to punish by fine and imprisonment 
for such an offence, is not peculiar to the 
House Lords; it is frequentW exercised 
by this and other Courts of Record, and 
that not merely for contempts committed 
in the presence of the Court: One in¬ 
stance of which was that of Mr. Beard- 
more*, Under Sheriff of Middlesex, for a 
contempt of the Court in not executing part 
of the sentence pronounced on Dr. Sheb- 
beare. And*that case answers another 
objection, strongly insisted on by the De¬ 
fendant’s Counsel here, that if the party 
accused can be punished in any other 
manner, this mode of trial cannot be re¬ 
sorted to ; for there Mr. Bcardmora might 
hare been indicted, but yet he was at¬ 
tached, examined upon interrogatories, and 
fined and imprisoned. Again it is object¬ 
ed, that the House of Lords cannot im¬ 
pose a fine for such an offence : but this 
and other Courts of !^cord have the 
power of fining'in this summary manner ; 
and why should not ^the House of Lords 
have tlic same power of imposing a, fine 
for a contempt of (heir privileges ? Then 
several instances were alluded to, where 
the House did not choose to exercise this 
privilege, but directed prosecutions to be 
instituted in the Courts of Law. • The 
same observations might equally be made 
on the proceedings of thiSiCouri, who have 
sometimes directed indictments to be pre¬ 
ferred. We are not therefore to conclude 
that the House of Lords has not the power 
of inflicting this punishment, from the 
circumstance of its not exercising it on all 
occasions. When Lord Shaftesbury’s case 
came, on, there were some persons who 
wished to abridge the Privileges of the 
House of Lords ; but Hr. Serjeant May¬ 
nard was one of those who argued in sup¬ 
port of their Privileges; and he surely 
was not capable of concurring in any at¬ 
tempt to infringe the liberties of the peo¬ 
ple. It has been said, however, that 
though many instances are to be found in 
which the House of Lords has in point of 
fact exercised this power, whenevev that 
power has been resisted it has been resist¬ 
ed with eftect; from whence it is inferred, 
that the House of] Lords has not the autho¬ 
rity which it assumes: but in this ease 1 
m^ avail mj&elf of the same argument 
in favour of its jurisdiction, for no case has 
been found where it has been bolden to 

be illegal in the House of Lords to fine 

-■ 

* Vide 2 Burr. 792. ^ 


and imprison a person guilty of a Breach , 
of ft-ivilege. Wfe were bound to graql' 
this Habeas Corpus; but having been the 
Return to it, wc are bound to remand/rhe, 
Defendant to prison, because the subjdht 
belongs to ' aliud examen.*. There is no-, 
thing unconstitutional In the House, ot 
Lords proceeding in this mode for a breach 
of Privilege'j and unless we wish to assist 
ill the attempt that is made to overset the*' 

, Law of Parliament and the Constitution, 
we must remand the Defendant.” 

Gidse, J_“ This question slP'net new ; 

it has frequently been considered in Courts 
oi Law ; and the pi^nciples disdussed to¬ 
day, and the Cases cited, were exj^p^eej 
not many ears ago ; andt the result is 
verj' ably .stated by Lord Ch. Just, De 
Grey, in 3 Wils. IP't. ‘ When the House 
' of Cumrat>n.s (and the same may be said 
' of the House of Lords) adjudge any thing 
' to be a Contempt or a breach of Privi- 
* lege, their adjudication is a conviction, 
'and their commitment in*consequence, 

' is execution; and no Couft can discharge 
' or bail a person that is in execution by 
^ the judgment of any other Court.’ In 
' another pass.nge he said ‘ Every Court 
‘ must be sole judge of its own contempts.’ 
And agjdn, ‘ The Counsel at the Bar have 
‘ n6t piled one case where any CouiH ■ 
<t this Hall ever determiqu^jl a matter \}f 
‘ Privilege which did not come imme- 
‘ iliaieiy before them.’ 

“ Having stated this, I think 1 need,not 
’add more in the present case.” 

Per Curiam *. ' ^ • 

Let the Defendant be remanded. 
Cases of Commitments for Contempt by 
Courts of Justice. 

Analogy. 

In Michaelmas Term 18 Edward TIL— 
John Dc Northampton, an Attori^y of 
the Court of King’s Bencj^ confessing 
him.self guilty of publishing a Libel upon 
the Court, was committed fo the Marshal, 
and ordered to,find securities for his good 
behaviour.—3 Inst. ITL 

Hilary Term 11 Ann.—-A ,Writ of At¬ 
tachment was issued against Thomas Law- 
son, for speaking disrespectful words of 
the Cowt of Quebn’s Bench, upon his 
be'ing served with a rule of that Court. • 


* Mr. Justice Lawrence was not in 
Court, being indisposed ; and Mr. Justice 
Le Blanc, having attended at the Guildhall* 
Sittings for Lora Kenyon, and not return¬ 
ing till the argument was closed ; gave no 
opinion. 
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^ Hilary 12 Aiin,—A Writ of Attach- 
'm^tnvaa granted againit Edward Hen- 
dale, for sf>e*alAng disreapectful words of 
tke J^rd Chief Justice of the Court of 
Qud^n’s Bench, and his Warrant. 

^Vinity Term. 5 George I.—^A Writ of 

Attau:faRnent against —-— Jones, for 

treating the Process of the Court of King’s 
Bench contemptuously and there being 
an intimation that he relied on the assist- 
aqpe of his fellow-workmen to rescue him, 
tfie Cburts^t for the Sheriff of Middlt^a^x 
into Courf, aiM ordered him to take a suffi- , 
cient force.—1 Strange 185. 

Michaelmas Term 6 Geo. I.—A Writ of 
At>,acUmant was granted to Richard Lamb, 
for conlemptuou#words concerning a War¬ 
rant from a Judge of the Court of King’s 
Bench. 

Easter Term 6 Geo. I.-—-^Wil¬ 

kins having confessed himself guilty of 

S iiblishing a Libel upon the Court of King’s* 
iench, the Court fnadc a rule (;onamitting 
him to the MarslT^I. 

The next Term Wilkin having made an 
affadavitchargingDr. Colebaichvvith being 
the author of the Libel, was sentenced to 
pay a tine of £. 5. and to give security 
for his good behaviour for a year 

ffilaiV Term 7 Geo. I.—An Attacfasnen^ 
waS^rented against John Barber, Esquitc, 
for cuntemptimuo Words of the Court of" 
King’s Pencil, in a speech to the Common 
Council of London.—I Strange 44-3. 

Hiiaay Term, 9 Geo. 1.—Doctor Cole- 
^atch, having been examined upon interro¬ 
gatories, for coiftempt iii publishing a Li¬ 
bel, the interrogatories and answer were 
referred lo tiic King’s Coroner and Attor¬ 
ney, and 

In £agter Term 9 Geo. I.—^Dr. Cole- 
bateb, being in the custody <if the Mar¬ 
shal, was^rought into Court, and was sen¬ 
tenced tef pay a Jine of 50. and to give 
security for his good behaviour for a year, 
and w'as committed to the Marshal in exe¬ 
cution. ' • • 

Michaelmas Term 9 Geo. I.—A Writ 
of Attachment was granted against John 
Bolton, Clerk, for contemptuous words 
respecting the'Warrants of the Lord Chief 
Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, at 
a meating of his parishioners in the Church- 
yard. 

Easter Term 9 Geo. L—John Wyat, a 
bookseller in St. Paul’sChurch-yard, pub¬ 
lished a pamphlet written by Dr. Conyers 
Middleton, in the dedication of which tq 
the Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, were 
gome passages reflecting upon a proceed¬ 


ing of the Court of King’s Bmch ; the 
Court granted a Rule against Wyat to 
shhw cause why a Writ of Attachment 
should not issue against him for his^ con¬ 
tempt; and Wyat having made an affi¬ 
davit that Cornelius Crowniield had em¬ 
ployed him to sell the pamphlet, and he 
having charged Dr. Conyers Middleton 
with being the author of it, Crownfield 
was discharged upon payment of the costs, 
mid a Writ of Attachment granted 
against Dr. Conyers Middlet* who,, in 
the next term, gave bail to answer the 
contempt; he was afterwards examined 
upon'interrogatories, and upon the report 
of the King’s Coroner and Attorney he was 
adjudgei^to be in contempt, and was com¬ 
mitted to the Marshal in execution 
guousque, &c. and it was referred to* the 
Master to tax the Prosecutor’s costs. 

It is stated in Fortescuc’s Reports, that 
Dr. Middleton was sentenced to pay a 
fine of 50, and to give security for a 
year; but no rule for such sentence ha.s at 
present been found; afnd Dr. Colebatch 
having deceived such a sentence, for a si¬ 
milar (dlencc, in the preceding term, it is 
possible that this sentence may, by mis¬ 
take, have been applied to Dr. Middleton. 

Michaelmas Term 5 Geo. II-The 

Court granted a Writ of Attachment 
a'^ainst lady Lawlay, for a contempt in 
publishing a paper reflecting upon the 
proceedings of the Court; and she having 
been examined upon interrogatories, was 
in Easier Term following ri^orted by tfie 
Officer of the Court to be in contempt, 
and was committed to the marshal. 

And in Trinity Term 6 Geo. II.* she 
was brought into Court, and a Rule made, 
stating that " fecit subjyiissionem suaiu pe- 
tivit veniaiu de curia^;” and thereupon 
she was fined five marks and discharged. 

Mark Halpenn, the husband of lady 
Lawley, was also examined upon interro¬ 
gatories, for publishing the s^ine libel.— 
2 Barnardiston, K’s B. 43. 

Extract from Atkyns’s Reports, Book 2, 
• page 469. 

First Seal after Michaelmas Term, De¬ 
cember 3d, 1742.—A motion against tb* 
’printer of The Champion, arid the printer 
of The Saint James’s Evening ?ost; that 
the fornfer, who is already in the Fleet, 
may be committed close prisoner, and that 
the other, who is large, may be com¬ 
mitted .to the Fleet, for publishing a libej 
against*Mr. Dali and*Mr. Garden (execu¬ 
tors of Jobo lloacb, Esquire, late Major of 
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the gairison cf Port Saint George in the 
Past Indies,} and for reflecting likewise 
upon Governor Mackay, Governor Pfct, 
and others, taxing them with turning afli- 
davit.men, &c. in the Cause now depend¬ 
ing in this Court; and insisting that the 
publishing siii h a paper is a high contempt 
of this Court, for which they ought to be 
committed. 

Lord Hardwicke, Lord Chancellor, 

l^othing^ more incumbent upon Courts 
of JusticeiRn to preserve their proceed¬ 
ings from being misrepresented; nor is 
there any thing of more pernicious con¬ 
sequence, than to prejudice the minds 
of the public against persons concerned 
as parties in causes, before the* cause is 
Anally heard*. It has always been my 
opinion, as well as the opinion of those 
who have sat here before me, that such a 
proceeding ought to be discountenanced. 

But to be^sure Mr. Solicitor-General 
has put it up(^ the right footing, that not¬ 
withstanding tbit .should be a libel, yet 
unless It is a contempt of the Court, I 
have no cognizance of it; for jvlfether iW 
is a libel against the public, or private 
persons, the only method is to proceed at 
law. 

The Defendant*s Counsel have endea- 
Toured two things—1st. to shew this paper 
does not contain djsl'amatory matter | 
2dly, if it does, yet there is no abuse upon 
the proceedings of this Court: And there¬ 
fore there is no room for me to interpose., 
ow take the whole together, though 
the letter is artfully penned, there can re¬ 
main no doubt ill every common reader at 
a coflee-house but this is a defamatory libel. 

It is plain therefore who is meant; and 
as a Jury, if this fact was before them, 
could make no doul^, so, as I am'a Judge 
of facts as well as law, 1 can make none. 

I might mention several strong cases, 
where even feigned names have been con¬ 
strued a libel upon those persons who 
. were really meant to be libelled. 

Upon the whole as to the libellous part, 
if so far there should remain any doubt 
whether the executors are meant, it is 
clear beyond all contradiction upon the 
lut paragraph, in which are these words: 
" This case ought to be a warning to all 
fafliers to take care with whom tliey trust 
^their children and their fortunes, lest their 
'own characters, their widows and their 
children • be aspersed, and their fortunes 
squandered away in law-suits." 

. * 'V'ide Baker t. Hart, posh. 488. Mrs. 
Farley’s Case, 2 Ves. 520. , 


And likewise, though not in so rtroog ^ 
degree, the word^“ turned Affidavit-rten,” • 
is a libel against those glhtlehieu who 
have made them. . ^ •• 

There are three different sorts of Con¬ 
tempt : 

One kind of Contempt is, scand&lizing . 
the Court itself. 

There may be likewise a Contempt pf 
this Court, in abusing parties who are con¬ 
cerned in causes here. .. - 

There may also be a Conteppt of this 
Court, in prejudicing mankiiM a^instper¬ 
sons before the cause is heard. 

There cannot be any thing of greater 
consequence than t& keep* the s^reamsaof 
justice clear and pure, that parties may ' 
proceed with safety both to themselves 
and their characters. 

'I'he case of Ruikes, the Printer of the 
Gloucester Journal, who published a libel 
m one of the Journals against the Colntnis- 
sioners of Charitable Ifses, at Burford, 
calling his advertisement’A Hue and Cry 
after a Commission of Charitable Uses, was 
of the same kind as this, and the CouA in 
that case committed him. 

There are several other cases of this 
kind: one strong instance, where tljere 
\vas nothing reflecting upon the Cfturt, in 
thef case of Captain Perry, who prixAed 
his brief before the caAse came on; the 
offence did not consist in the printing, for 
'any man may give a printed brief as well 
as a written one to Counsel; but the Con¬ 
tempt of this Court was, prejudicing the^ 
world with regard to tile merits of the 
cause before it was heard. 

Upon the whole, there is no doubt but 
this \s a Contempt of the Court. 

With regard to Mrs. Read, tlje JPub- 
lisher of Saint James’s Evening Post, by. 
way of alleviation, it is said, tha^ she did 
not know the nature of the paper; and 
that printing papers and pamphlets is a 
trade, and what she gets^ier livelihood by. 

But though it is true this is a trade, yet 
tihey must take'care to do it with pradence 
and caution; for if they print any thing 
that is libeliovs, it is no excuse to say that 
the printer had no knowledge of the con¬ 
tents,* and was cVitirely ignorant of its her 
ing libellous, and sa is the rule of Law, 
and I will always adhere to the strict rules 
of Law in these cUses. 

Therefore Mrs. Read must be committed 
to the Fleet, according to the common 
order of the Court upon Contempts. 

But as to Mr. Huggonson, who is already 
a prisoner in the Fleet, 1 do not thipk ibis 
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a9]( motive for cempassion*; because these 
persoife generally take toe advantage of 
their being prisoners, to print any • iibel- 
ItMis^rderamatory matter which is brought 
to Uiem^ without scruple or hesitation. 

these printera had disclosed the name 
of the*^erson who brought this paper to 
them, thcfe might halve been something 
sa^ in mitigation of their olTence; but as 
they think proper to conceal it, I must 
order Mrs. Read to be committed to the I 
Fleet* and ^imgonson to be taken into 
close custody m the Warden of the Fleet. 

13tlwVesey,jun. page 237.—Lord Ers- 

kine, Lord, Chancellor.-Exparte 

‘ Jrael. • 

Dec.*20, 23, 1806.—Commitment in 
the Jurisdiction of Lunacy for a Contempt, 
by the publication of a p.imphlet. Igno¬ 
rance of the contents will not excuse the , 
Printed. 

The object of rtiis Petition was to re¬ 
move the Comraf^ee of a Lunatic, and to 
bring before the Lord Chancellor an al- 
legea Contempt by the Committee ani^is 
Wife and other perstms, as the authors, 
printers and publishers of a Pamphlet, 
witi^an Address to the Lord Chancellor 
by way*of dedication, reflecting upoir the* 
cohAidl of the Petitioner and others actiAg 
in the managemanV of the aifairs of the 
Lunatitf under orders made in pursuance 
of the Trusts of a Will, the Affidavit re¬ 
presenting the conduct of the Committee 
?md his Wife intruding into the Master’s 
Office, and interrupting him, not only in 
the business of this particular Lunacy, but 
Sill other ^business. The Wife of the Com¬ 
mittee avowed herself to be the author of 
the Pgpiphlet, alleging the innocence of 
her husband. 

The Solicitor-General (Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly) aria Mr. Hart, in support of the Pe¬ 
tition, were stopped by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, who called An the Coun.sel against it. 

Mr. Plowden resisted the'Petilioh, con¬ 
tending that the Petitioners'had a remedy 
at law. 

Lord Erskine : The Lord Chancellor.— 
As to remedy at IjZw, the ^uhject of this 
application is not th« libel againsf the 
Petitioner .-•-The case bf Roach v. Garvan 
and another, there mentjjjned, were cases 
of constructive Contempt, depending upon 
the inference of an intehtion to obstruct 
the* course of justice. In this in.stance, 
that is not left to conjecture; and what¬ 
ever may be said as to a constructive con 
through the medium of a ^ libel 


against persons engaged in controversy in 
the Court, it never has been nor can be 
denied, that a publication not only with 
an obvious tendency but with the design 
to obstruct the orihnary course of ju.stiGe, 
is a very high contempt—Lord Hardwicke 
considered persons concerngjd in the busi¬ 
ness of the Court as being under the pro¬ 
tection of the Court, and not to be driven 
to other remedies against libels upon them 
iA that respect.-But without ^nsidering 
whether this is or is not a libil upon the 
Petitioner, what excuse can be alleged for 
the whole tenor of this book,* and intro- 
duce(f by this declaration of the purpose 
which tlit^ Author intended it to answer } 
It might be sufficient to say of the book 
itself, stripped of the dedication, that it 
could bie published with no other inteittion 
than to obstruct the duties cast upon the 
Petitioner, and to bring into contempt the 
orders that had been made. But upon 
the dedication this Is not a iconstructive 
Contempt. It is not left tb inlerence. In 
this dedication the object is aTowed, by 
defaming the proceedings of the Court 
standing upon its Rules and Orders, and 
interesting the public, prejudiced in fa¬ 
vour of the Author by her own partial re¬ 
presentation, to procure a difierent species 
of judgment from that which would be ad¬ 
ministered in the ordinary course, and by 
flattering the Judge to taint the source of 
justice.—This Pamphlet has been sent to 
me. 

As to the printers. Lord [fardwicke ob¬ 
serves, it is no excuse that the printer was 
ignorant of the contents. Their intei^ion 
may have been innocent; but, as Lord 
MansBeld has said, the fact whence the 
illegal motive is inferred must be traversed, 
ana the party admitting the act cannot 
deny the motive —The maxim “ Actus 
non facit reum, nisi mens sit rea,” cannot 
be made applicable to this subject in the. 
ordinary administrations of justice, as the 
eiFect would be that the ends of justice 
would be defeated by contrivance.—But 
upi^ th^ satisfactory account given by 
three of these printers, though undoubt¬ 
edly under a criminal proceeding, they 
I would be in mercy in a case of Contempt. 
Though ^have the jurisdiction. 1 shall not 
use it.—The other printer apfk^ars upon 
the affidavits under different circumstances. 
Having made the observation, that this 
Pamphlet ought not to be printea. being 
totally^uninterestiug to the public, yet be 
does print it; and titbugh the locus penu. 
tentias was efforded to him, and he waa 
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called upon not to print any more, he pro¬ 
ceeded until he had notice of this Petition. 

Let the Committee, and his wife a(id 
the Pfinter to whom I have last alluded, 
be committed to the Fleet Prison. Dis¬ 
miss the Committee from that office; and 
direct a reference to the Master, as to the 
appointment ui another Committee. 

Extracts from Sir Eardlcy Wilmot’s Opi¬ 
nions and Judgments; p. 253. 

• Hilary Term, 5 Geo. III.—1753. 

The King against Almon. 

[This ophiion was not delivered in 
Court, the Prosecution haVing been drop¬ 
ped, in consequence, it is supposed, of the 
resignation of the then Attorney General; 
but after the death of this eminent and 
very'learned Chief Justice, was found in 
his own hand-writing among his papers 
by his son, who published it in Memoirs 
or his Life, page 243. The occasion of it 
was a Motirn in the Court of King’s 
Bench, for an atfacliment against Mr. Al¬ 
mon, for a Contempt in publishing^a Libel 
upon the Court, and upon the Chief 
Justice.] • • 

<' It has been argued that the mode 
of proceeding by Attachment is an 
inva^on upon the ancient simplicity of 
the Law; that it took its rise from thf 
Statute of WesUninstw, ch. 2.; and Gil¬ 
bert’s History of the Practice of the Court 
of Common Pleas, p. 20. intlie first edition, 
is cited to prove that position. And k 
is said, that abt only applies to persons, 
resisting process; and though this mode 
of pjoceeding is very proper to remove 
obstructions to the execution of process, 
or to any contumelious treatment of it, or 
to any contempt t^ the authority of the 
Court, yet that papers reflecting merely 
upon the qualities of Judges tbemsedves, 
are not the proper objects of an attach¬ 
ment ; that Judges have proper remedies 
to recover a satisfaction for such reflec- 
• tions, by actions of " Scandalum Magna- 
tum;” and that in the case of a Peer, the 
House of Lords may be applied, to Ayi a 
breach of Privilege; That such Libellers 
iqay be brought to punishment by indict¬ 
ment or information; that there are but 
few instances' of this sort upon XJhels on 
^Courts or* Judges; that the Common 
Pleas lately refused to do it; that Libels 
of this kind have been prosecuted by Ac¬ 
tions and Indictment > and that Attach¬ 
ments ought not to be extended to .Libels 
of this nature, because Judges would 
be determining in ihev own*cause; and 


j;hat it is more pjroper for h Jury to debei» 
mine “ quo animo ’* sud)^ X^els wre 
published. _ > 

As to the origin of Attachment^, "I 
think they did not take their rise from 
the Statute of Westminster, ch. 2.; 
passage out of Gilbert does not pi^e it; 
but he only says, ' the origin, of com-; 

‘ midnents for contempt, ’ seems’ to ^ 

* derived from this Statute but read 
the paragraph through, the end cqntv?- 
dicts the ‘ seeming’ mentioned in the be¬ 
ginning of it ; and shews, that it was a 
part of the Law of the Land, to commit 
for contempt, cohfirmed by this Statute. 
And indeed when t\iat Atft of ParlfcfinCat 
is read, it is impossible to draw the com¬ 
mencement of such a proceeding oflt of it. 
It empowers tlie Sherift’ to imprison per¬ 
sons resisting proces.s, but has no more to 
,do with giving Courts of Justice a power 
to vindicate their own dignity, than any 
other chapter in that Act of Parliament. 

" The power which the Courts of West- 
min^r Hall have of vindicating their 
owiHinthority, is coeval with their Wst 
foundation and institution; it is a neces¬ 
sary incident to every Court of Justice, 
whether of Record or not, to fine r.nd 
icnprlSon for a contempt to the Co^rt, 
acted in the face of it, 1; 1. ahd the 

issuing of Attachments by the si^reme 
^Courts of Justice in Westminster Hall, 
for contempts out of Court, stands upon 
the same immemorial usage as stTpports 
the whole fabric of the Cpmmon Las^; il? 
is as much the Lex Terrae,” and within 
the exception of Magna Charta, as the 
i!>suing any other legal process whatever. 

I have examined very carefully to 
see if 1 could find out any vestiges or 
traces of its introduction, but can find* 
none ; it is as ancient as any odter part 
of the Common Law ; there is no‘priority 
or posteriority to be discovered about it, 
and therefore jl cannot t)e said to invade 
the Coinmoft Law, but to act in alliance 
arid friendly conjunction with every other 
provision which the wisdom of our an¬ 
cestors has ffitablisbed fur the general 
good of society. And though I do not 
mean* to comparetfend contrast Attach-, 
mentswith Trials by* Jury, yetVuth Com¬ 
pels me to say, tlyit the mode of proceed-* 
ing by Attachment stands upon the very 
same foundation agd basis as Trials by 
Jury do, immemorial usage and practice; 
it is a constitutional remedy in particular 
cases: and the Judges in ^hose cases %re 
as much bound to give an activity to thh 



»S5] 

5 t of llie Law, as to ant other part of it. 
eed it is admitted, that Attachments 
are very-|!>i'ojftrly granted for resistance 
of pi%pe.sSf or a contumelious treatment 
of il^ or any violence or abuse of the Mi- 
Users' or others employed to execute it. 
Jnul'TT^B.said that the Courts of Justice iu 
those cajys is obstructed, and t|je obstruc¬ 
tion must be instantly removed; that 
tllere'is no such necessity in the case of 
Labels upon Courts or Judges, which may 
v^aitlbr th^ordinary method of prosoc'u- 
tion, w'itllout*any inconvenience what¬ 
soever. But where the nature of the of- 
fence^f libelling Jud^fes for what they 
dQ>iiiJthfyr judicial Capacities, either in 
Court or out of "Court, comes to be con¬ 
sidered, it does, in my opinion, become 
more proper for an Attachment than any 
other case whatsoever. 

“ By our Constitution, the King is the^ 
fountain of every species of Justice which 
is administered in* this Kingdom, 12 Co. 
25. The King iS^" de jure” to distribute 
justice to all his Subjects; and because 
he dhnnot do it himself to all persons, he 
delegates his power to his Judges, who 
have the custody and guard of the King’s 
oatl^ and sit in the seatof the King “ con- 
c’ernin^his justice.” ’ ^ • 

•“•The arraignment of ihe justice of rtie 
Judges is arraigning the King’s justice; it 
is an hnpcachment of his wisdom and 
goodness in the choice of his Judges, and 
excitestin the mind of the people a genc- 
syil dissatisfaction with all judicial de- 
terimnations, anti indlspD.ses their minds 
to obey them ; and whenever mens alle¬ 
giance to the Laws is so fund.imentally 
shaken, it is the most fatal and the most 
dang(g;ot}s obstruction of justice, and, in 
my opinion, calls out for a more rapid 
and immediate redress than any other ob¬ 
struction* whatsoever; not for the sake of 
the Judges, as private individuals, but be¬ 
cause they are thc'channels by which the 
King’s justice is conveyed to tiie |?eop!c. 
To be impartial, a,nd to lie universally 
thought so, are both absolutely necessary 
for the giving justice that free, open and 
uninterrupted current, whjch it has for 
many ages found all over‘this kingdom, 
^nd which so eminent^ distinguishes and 
exalts it above all Ndtion| upon the earth. 

" In the moral estimation of the oUencc, 
and in every public conliequence arising 
from it, what an infinite disproportion 
is there between speaking contumelious 
words of the rules of jhc Court, for which 
Attaicbitientfi arc granted constantly, and 
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coolly and deliberately printing the most 
virulent and malignant scandal which 
fancy could suggest upon the Judges 
themselves. It seems to be matertal to 
fix the ideas of the words ‘ Authority/ and 
* Contempt ot the Court/ to speak with 
precision upon the questioi^ 

" The Trial by Jury is one part of that 
system, the punishing Contempts of the 
Court hy Attachment is another; we must 
not confound the modes of proceeding, 
and try contempts by Juries, and mur- 
thers by Attachment; wc must give that 
energy to each which the Constitution 
prescribes. Iir'many cases, we may not 
sec the correspondence and dependance 
which one part of the system has and 
bears to another; but we must pay that, 
deference to the wisdom of many agies as 
to presume it. And I am sure it wants 
no great intuition to see, that Trials by 
Juries will Tie buried in thu same grave 
with the Authority of the •Courts who 
arc to preside over thertl?" 

Triiii^ Term, y fJdo. III.—Writs of 
Attachment were granted against Staples 
Steare/John Williams, and John Pridden, 
for Contempt, in {’ubli.shmg the North 
Briton Kxtraordinary, No. 4, containing a 
Letter addressed to Lord Mansfield, Lord 
Chief Justice, containing gross reflections 
on his Lordship, v 

They were all examined upon inlerro- 
'gatories, and reported in Contempt. 

•And in Michaelma.s Term, 9 («eo. III. 
Steare was sentenced to bt imprisoned 
three calendar months. 


Resolutions, Petitions, Remunstr/vnces. 
SiC. on the Liberty the Subject and 
Parliamentary liEroBM, IHIO, 
(Vontiiiujedfrom p, U4I./ 

Copy of the Letter of Sir Francis Burdett,^ 
■in Ansrjt^&r to that sent to him hy the Jn- 
halitants qf Liverpool. 

Tmoer, May 27, 1810. 
Gcntlepieii—I feel myself much ho¬ 
noured by the letter delivered to me by 
Mr. Crump, signed by so large and re<» 
spectable a body of the inhabjtants of Li* 
*verpool. .Their approbation, and that of 
the rest of my fellow subjects, I Iball ever 
be proud of obtaining, by a faithful dis¬ 
charge of my duty, in whatever situation 
1 may happen to be placed; an3 I cer¬ 
tainly ^all never be deterred from doing 
it by any exertion of^ illegal power. Itt« 
vain would oftr forefathers have straggled 


- JUNEfso,! 1810.—-fr/etibr |o Sir Francis Burdeit. 
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jBgainst assumed pterogative in the King, 
should we tamely submit to an equally ar¬ 
bitrary power, miscalled privilege, in (he 
Huu^ of Commons. In former times 
judges have been afraid of interfering with 
Jibe Prerogative of the King; let us hope 
that the judges of the present day will be 
afraid of nothing l»ut of acting contrstry to 
the law; in whi h case we shall never 
again hear of an unknown, mysterious, un¬ 
defined, unlimited power above the laW, 
yet making part of the law, and uncon¬ 
trolled, save only 'oy the caprice of those 
who exercfse it. To secure our country 
against so dangerous an usurpation hi any 
branch of the Legislature, by,means of 
a freely-elected House of Commons, will 
ever be the object of my most earnest en¬ 
deavours; and will, I flatter niyselfi also 
be the best means of continuing the esteem 
and good opinion so handsomely express¬ 
ed to me in^our letter which I have just 
had the honour of receiving. 1 remain. 
Gentlemen, l^ti^ most obedient, very 
humble Servant, t Francis Burdett. 

BOROUGH OF SOUTHWAkK. ‘ 

At a Meeting of the Electors of the 
Town and Borough of SouTHWA^lK, held at 
the Town Hall, on St. Margaret’s Hill, on 
Wednesday the Utlvday of .Tune, IS 10, 
convenetl at the request of many respcota- 
ble Electors of the said Borough.—Mr.* 
John Townsheno, Deputy BailitL in Uhe 
Chair, at the request of Sir Watkin 
Lewes. High Baililfof the said Borough. 

Resolved, That this Meeting are anxi¬ 
ous to support all the just Rights and 
Privileges of the House of Commons, but 
that they consider the imprisqnment of 
John Gale Jones, without a Trial by Jury, 
and the forcible entry of the house of Sii 
Francis Burdeit, under the authority of 
c that Honourable House, as an extraoidi- 
narj exercise of power, which they are 
convinced is contrary to the birth-right of 
Englishmen, contained in the Great Char¬ 
ter ol the land. ^ 

That they humbly conceive ths;t such 
.^prompt imprisonment has been proved by 
the Hooourable the House of (Jommons a'.. 
lUiiiecessary* to support if< justiqi: and d g- 
nity, in recent case of libel, in w.iich':i 
,was stated, that the Monarchy was a 
goodly tree, and that the branches consisi 
ing of Lords and Conjmons, might safely 
be lopped off, which said libel ^as, by 
jdie Honourable Hoflse, referred to a Jury. 

Resolved, That it appearsHo this Meet* 
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ing, that the only effectuiit method of ^ 
curing the great barriers of public libesty, 
of uniting the hearts of ^1 ‘hhne^t men 
against their foreign and doinestjc eiKuiies, 
of preserving the revenues o.f the coiHitfy 
from fraud and peculation, and of gi^.g 
stability and confidence to that-^iorious 
constitutiqn, which has been preserved 
under Providence, by the struggles apd 
resistance of the Sydneys and Russels, and 
other distinguished patriots, against arbj* 
trary power, is by a speedy jnd efliictual 
Reform in the Commons Ifous# of Parlia¬ 
ment. ^ 

That such Reform is sanctioned*by the 
Honourable House Itself, as they liat%<^x- 
tended the rights of suih'age in the case 
of Cricklade, Shorebam, and Aylesbury, 
where bribery is proved against elector!, 
but no notice is taken of the sale of seats 
. in that House, “ at the bare mention of 
which, our ancestors wou’ld have startled,’* 

' because such sale is as t'ommon as the sun 
at noon day. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Meet¬ 
ing be given to Sir Francis Burdett, for 
Ills distinguished patriotism in resisting 
those measures which he considers illegal, 
and for his ardent zeal to preserve the 
,righi» and liberties of Englisnmeil. for hts 
able and judicious Argument in supglfrt' of 
those opinions, fur his‘''geiieral Parliamen- 
iary conduct, and for bis uniforilf endea- 
vouj's to obtain a thorough and rad ical Re¬ 
form in the representation of the Com¬ 
mons House of Parli 'ment. „ ^ 

That the Deputy .High Bailifl) with a 
Deputation of tlie Eieituis, be. requested 
to couvey the above Resolution to Sir 
FrtMicis Burdett. 

■Resolved, That a humble Pe(itipn and 
Remonstrance, be presented to the Ho- 
n lurabie House of Commons. , 

Resolved, 'I'hat this Peiition be signed 
by the Deputy High Bai'iff. 

And that the Repr^^entatives of this 
Boiou|[h be requested to present the same, 
Slid instructed to support it, and to take 
ail early opportunity to njuve, in the next 
Session, for An eiiective Reform in Parlia¬ 
ment. 

R’esolved, That a humble Petition bgj 
presfired to his Majesty, pricing him to 
discharge his [>veseht Ministers, and dis- 
holve Parliament. 

R<.suived, That ttte Petition propo^ be 
f'lriy transcribed, and preseniea t& his 
Majesty by a Deputation of the Electors 
and our Rt present atives, Henry-ThonitOD> 
Esq. and l>ir T. Turion» Bart. * 
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Resolved, That the thanks of this Meet- 
given to tfie'Rt. Hon. Lord Erskine, 

Sir Samael. ^piliilly, Knt. and Samuel 
\Y^hil^ead, Esq. for their general Parlia- 
tiJnduct, and their dignified sup- 
pprt of.t\e rights of the people. 

^RaidJ^ed, That the thanks of this Meet¬ 
ing be returned to Henry Thornton, Esq. 
and Sir'Thomas Turtpn, Bart, dhr Repre- 
ffliitaeives, fur their steady support of Mr. 
Brand’s motion for a Reform in the Repre- 
8dhta4ion of this country. 

ResolVedf That the thanks of this Meet¬ 
ing be’ given to the High BaililT, for his 
reading iif calling this Meeting, and the 
Deputy High Bailitffor bis impartial con¬ 
duct m th^ Chat'll 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be 
printed*in some of the Morning and Even- 


[m 


mg papers. 

John 


Townshend, Chairman. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

America. — Mr. ^inckney*5 Correspmdence 
^ with Marquis Wellesley, 

Mr.^ Pinckney, in his letter to the 
Marquis Wellesley, of the.2d January, 

1810, communicates the necessity of dis- 
misShigaMr. Jackson, * and the de^e of 
th^ eP^sident that he might be imme¬ 
diately recalled, proceeds to observe ; 

“ Tlig President has been pleased to 
direct that 1 should make known this ne- ^scnt 
cessity to his Majesty’s Government, and 
gt the same time request that Mr. Jackson 
should be rccalUd. And I am particu¬ 
larly instructed to do this in a manner 
jthat will leave no doubt of the undi- 
niinished desire of the United States to 
unite in all the means best calculated to 
*establffeh\he relations of the two countries 
o'h the solid foundations of justice, of 
friendshifh and of mutual interest. I am 
further particularly instructed, my Lord, 
to make his Majesty’s Government sen¬ 
sible, that in requiring the*recal of Mr. 
Jackson the United States wisn not to be 
understood a^n any degree obstructing 
communication? which may lead to a 
friendly accommodation; but that on the 
contrary, they siifcerely retrain the desire 
*cirhich theyjiave constantly professed, to 
facilitate so happy an event, and-that no¬ 
thing will be more agreeflble to them than- 
to find the Minister,^fbo has rendered 
himself so justly obnoxious, replaced by 
another, who, with a different character, 
may cany with him all the authorities 
and iastxnctiona r^uisite for the complete 


*“^•-'*88 of bis mission, or if the attainment 
of this object through \my agency should 
b^considered more exaedUious or other¬ 
wise preferable, that itf will be a ‘gourse 
entirely satisfactory to the United States. 
—I have now only to add, my Lord, the 
ex^iressions^ of my own most ardent wish, 
that out of the accident which has pro¬ 
duced this letter, an occasion may ■ be 
made to arise, which, improved as it 
ought to be, and I trust will be, by our 
respective Governments, may conduct 
them to cordial and lasting friendsfiip. 
Thus to endeavour to bring good out of 
evil, .would be .worthy of the rulers of 
two nations, that are only in their natural 
position Vhen they are engaged in of> 
Sees of mutual kindnq^s, and largely con¬ 
tributing to the happiness and prosperity 
of each other. 1 have the honour to be, 
&c. &c. Wm. Pinckney.” 

The most nobk the Marq. Wellesley, Sfc, 
y “ Fortign Office, MarcK 14 , 1810 . 

" Sir;—^The letter tjubkh 1 bad the ho¬ 
nour to reeeive from ]|ou under date of 
^d Japuary, together with the additional 
Pfiragr|ph received on the 24th January, 
has been laid before the King.—The 
several conferences which I have held 
with you respecting the transactions to 
which ydur letter refers, have, I trust, 
satisfied you, that it is the sincere desire 
of his Majesty’s Government, on the pre¬ 
occasion, to avoid any discussion 
which might obstruct the renewal of ami¬ 
cable intercourse between the two coun¬ 
tries.—^The correspondence between Mr. 
Jackson and Mr. Smith has been sub¬ 
mitted to his Majesty’s consideration.—. 
His Majesty has commanded me to ex¬ 
press his concern, that the official com- 
municatidb between Ais Majesty’s Mi¬ 
nister in America and the Government of 
the United States, should have been in¬ 
terrupted, before it w<as possible for his 
Majesty, by any interposition of his au¬ 
thority, to manifest his invariable dispo- 
sitipn to maintain the relations of amity 
with tjfe United States.—I am commanded 
by Ins Mtjesty to inform you, that I have 
received from Mr. Jackson the roost posi¬ 
tive assurances, that it was not his pur^ 
fpose to give offence to the Goverrimeut of 
the United States, by any exprcjsion coji- 
tained in his letters, or by any ^art of hia ' 
conduct.—^The expressions and^conduct 
his Majesty’s Minister in Amenca-having, 
however, appeared l;o the Government of 
the Untted States to be exceptionable, the 
usual course .in such cases would hav^ 
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been* to convey, in Uie first instance, to me, it is my jntention ^to^leave Censtan- 
bis Majesty, a formal complaint against tinople whenewQ* the seapn becoifiiea^- 
his Mipister,'and U> desire such redresif as vourable.—I should long ngo Kate exe- 
might be deemed suitable to the nature cf cuted this intention, had I not pe^ived 
the alleged offence.—^Thi» coarse of pro- that the peace between Austria And ^t^cc, 
oeeding Vvould have enabled his Majesty to and especi.dly that articl4''of the .Treati^ 
have made'such arrangements, or to h^ve which carries the boundary offsse^w^to 
offered such leasonable explanations, as the Saave, revived a hope in our enemies,- 
might have precluded the iiicoi»venicncc of engaging the PorVe to break WKfi Great 
which must always arise from the suspen> Britain.—Prance had insisted on Kavii!g 
sion of official communication between created, t.r'dently with a view of dictating 
the friendly powers.—His Majesty, how- the^ law at Constantinople, 'fbat het fii^t 
ever, is always disposed to pay the ut- act of good neighbourhood Towards the 
roost attention to the w'ishes and senti- Turks, would be to compel them, if pos- 
ments of States in amity with him i and sible, to go to vise with us ; n6 manpcould 
he has therefore been pleased to direct doubt. That she would succeed I JUt^er 
the return of Mr. Jackson to'England, had the slightest apprehension; yet, with 
—But his Majesty.^s not marked with the fullest reliance on the good fi%ith and 
any expression of his displeasure the con- honour of the Porte, 1 did not think it 
duct of Mr. Jack.son, whose integrity, right to quit the affairs of the British Em- 
seal, fjind ability, have long been distin- bassy in a moment of even apparent dilfi- 
guished in hjs Majesty's service, and who “culty, nor to sanction, by my sudden de¬ 
does not appear on the present occasio,^ ^partore, the idle reposts that had been 
to hav_4 comroitui^ny intentional offt-nce disseminated, of approia;hing hostilities 
against the Gov^nment of the United with this country.—The%vent has, in every 
States.—I am commanded to inform yoq, way,answeredmy expectation; the 
that Mr. Jackson is ordered to /lelivp of Ertmce are disregarded, every demand, 
over the charge of his Majesty’s alfiiirs*<4n injurious to pur friendly relations' with 
America to a person properly qualified to Turkey, has been rejected with indigna- 
carry on the ordinary intercourse between tion, %nd our enemies are themselves con- 
the two Governments, which his' Majesty vinced, they will best consult their e>wn 
is sincerely desirous ^ cultivating on the interest by abstaining ff^*a repetitfon of 
most friendly terms.—As an additional their own proposals.—Under these cir- 
testimony of this disposition, I am autho-n«^jmslances I quit the Embassy, without 
rized to assure you, that his Majesty is a fear for the stability of peace, qpd with 
rCady to receiere, with sentiments of uiidi- the assurance that this powerful Empire ^ 
niinished amity and good will, any com- determined to assert its •independeihfe to 
raunication which the Government of the the last, to adhere to its Treaties, and, if 
United States may deem beneficial to the nccevsary to put forth its whole’force to 4 
mutual interest of both countries, through maintain them. " R. Adair.” 


mutual interest of both countries, through maintain them. 


" R. Adair.* 


any channel of negocialion which may 
appear advantaget^s to that Got^ernment. 
—I request you will accept the assurances 
of the high consideration with which I have 
,the honour to be. Sir, &c. Wellesley.” 
WiUiam J^ckney, Esq. Sfe- 


Letter from Mr. Adair to the British. Consul 
at Soofma, dated Constantinople, Feb. *22. 

*<>SiP^His Majesty having been gra-* 
ci,ously phased to permit me to* return to 
'England, 1 have to acquaint you, that, un¬ 
less very qpexpected events should detain 


“ Francis Merry, Esq. 
British Consul, Smyrna.** 


. POBBETT’S 

t 

Parliamentary Debates: 

The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
Work is in the'Press, and will be publish¬ 
ed with all proper* dispatch. ‘All Cora'*^ 
munications will be onrefully attended toj 
Lmt it is particifftirly requested that they 
may be forwarded SiUarly as possible. 


**’P«blidMd by R. BASSHAW, Brvdges-Street, CoveDt* GardenSold also by J. BUDD^‘PaH-Mail, 

LONDON i-Alnied by T. C. Haniird, Pcteiboraugta'Conrt, rlect'Wreet. 
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Seaders of^e register. 

* tajfoxiety of wl^t has taken place 
witGrrespect%> me renders it almost nn« 

'B^BpMrfYor me to sajr any thing in the 
#■ 3 ^ of* apoId|iy for once more sending 

* my l^pgister forth to the public witheat 
containing any thing written by myself. 
The time I bad to remain at homiswas 
not if tenth part sufficient for the makini' 
of any thing lilie a due preparation fur t!fy> 
departure. On Wednesday morning, about 

. fir^’clock, 1 left my home ani^piily : 
yesterday I had to appear ,in the Court of 
K|pg*s Bslicb; and mm. for th’e first time in 
. xoff yfe on any accoeni whateveiTl 
pridbmr. aftdt Iv^dg been a public Writer 
fpf teS yeara in England, and never bavim^ 
befoi\beeB even called in question, neVer 
Tb^j^ng before had even proceedings com' 
menced against me, in My4ha^, for any 

thing witten by mo.-In such tf sitna* 

tion to set about writing for the informa* 

* tiun or amusement of the Public would 
be the ^ght of aftectation; fbr every one 
must ftet that it is, under such circum¬ 
stances. quite i&possible to divert one’s 
mind fromi^pse circiimstik)(%s. Indeed, 
to be able toj^o this would argue a degree 
«f insensibility. incompatiUe with private 

^ afikftion and p'ublie-spiinted motives. It 
iInpdMble. tbat^^ *so Mtuated| 1 ean/ee! 
ineliMd to write for the Press; a nd. ^ 
be^ nmnifitst t» body, it nrast be 
equally manifest, that if 1 were to attempt 
lo.iRitr jmVf, I abonld^iim thrtask upon 


myself from* W’^tivea aiisin*g mereljr out of 
consjlderafiotta connected with the praprik^ 
'tonkip of the Register; and.as 1 never 
hare, in smy one instance, wiitten for gmii. 
so I am i^molved not to do* it ttow.*'— 
Yaterd^, exaiiAly ten years ago, I landed 
in Engl&nd. afUr having lost a fortune in 
Ameriea, solely for «iihe sake of that same 
"England ; and yesterday saw me sent to a 
prison in that same England 1 1 It is quite 
^possible^or me to banish* reflections of 
this sort from my mjj|^ but they. are. in 
some measure, driveni out by the con- 
^mpy which I feel for the venal slaves, 
t^io have seized upon this, as they regard 
It. moment of ny depression, to misrepre* 

sent and insult me. 1 have now before me 

• 

the Son and Coomea ncwS'papers. which, 
under the name of a report of the proceed¬ 
ings in the Court of King’s Bench yester¬ 
day, has most grossly ao<f basely misre¬ 
presented all that I said or did upon that* 

occasion.-~—I shall, at soon as possible. 

• 

give a ntte account qf the whole of these 

proceedings; an3, in the meanwhile I beg 

the public wholly to tstspead their judpmeat. 

as to every part of my conduct and in|r 

intention!. ' • * 

\ W*. COTBETf. • 

’Benxh Prism, 6 Jufy, 1610. 


g;t(oL0T10NS. PETfVtOHS. REM OMiTaANCM^ j 
4rc. on the Ltaaatv or the SvfsrEfr^ 

PAatfuamivAiiv Reforic; i»io. • ^ 

CQmtinued/ramp. f ^ 

, COVENTRY. . 

At a very numeiwM Meeting of the 
luhabitants, Hoineholders. and Electors of 
this City, held attltt County Npdirthe Mb ^ 
I I • 






'political 




6flttiiiiei to piAlkiMMte*, 

to take into eonaideration the claiming 
sfate of, the natihnWhe extnwfMiOar^ 
Power ^C^eotly exerased by'the House, 
ot' CotaoiOQS, em ithperfeet representation 
of ihe'peepie ih Parliament, Mr. Plavel 
in the Chair. Afihr mattjr excellent ob^ 
serratioin and ihmarlH^oa ^e propriety 
of the Meeting, by aeve^l gentbmen.the 
following Keaiilalions were unanimonsly 
agreed to:— 

Eesolred, 1. That it appears to this 
Meeting the undouBted right, and im¬ 
perious duty of the people, whenever tlieir 
safety, prosperity, and liberties are en¬ 
dangered, to assemble in p4&lic, and de¬ 
clare their opinions thereon. ^ 

?. That this Meet^i^g cannot contem¬ 
plate tht' distiessing change they have 
witnessed in their native land, within the 
last few years, without feeling themselves 
called upon to piotest againsba longer^ 
perseverance fn measures, whjeh have* 
brought the cdbntia; fiom a prd-eminent 
rank among the n^ons of Europe, to 
the most alarming Hate of calamity ^d 
danger. 

3. That while lye deprecate, as ruinous 
and unwise, the system which has pro¬ 
duced this woeful change—which has 
^turned the arms of almost every foreign 
power agauist us—which has led to the 
ebtahlishmenl of an inqufittorial system of 
Taxation, that deprives the people of all 
reasonable enjoyments, and prevents their 
just, complaints fiom reaching the car of 
their SovereigD-S»yi(^e feel it our duty to 
remonstrate against the extraordinary as- 
sumpt^pn of power recently exercised by 
the House of Commons, m imprisonin*g 
two of our fellow subjects, without allow-* 
i'lg them a fair Trial iiy a Jury of their 
PMrs. 

4. We declare before God and our 
Country, that we ascijbe all our calami- 
tiu and diggraces, to the imperfect Re- 
preseix^tion of tl)e People in Failiament. 
We have observed the same sort of majori¬ 
ties, as ijl' there had been no ruinoua anu* 
destroctjye expeditions—no wrangm^ 
,and fighting tnimsters; and we believe ^in 


consciences, that nothing can save ^ . 

X^onttfy trpw impending ruin, hut a Par- 


Mr. Canning, t^jjristdl}^ flritjr , 
sellort calling the fiends obRefor«firK"'t|a^ 
vain,, conlemptible, degrad«l*'ci'etv^teo 
weak t« be respected—and too thm|Mble *> 
.to be feared," is grossly ii^Ui% tfci - 
feelings and understanding of a 
Majertty of bis Mmesty^* loyal 

7. That peter Moore, esq. and 'Willliatn 
Mills, esq 'be requested to prese'filt the .. 
Address (now read) to sir Francis Burnett,^ 

|<mppruving of his general conduct < 

8. ^at the Thanks of this MeeUng are ^ 
due to our Represbiitative, Btt^vMc^re, 
esq. for the Votes he has given during the 

f iresent Session of <j*arl lament, for 
ightened argoments ond saggest^ons^^ 
the subject of Finance; wlitcb cannot ^ 
be gratifying to a heavily burthene^ and 
oppressed People—and that we feel pecu¬ 
liar satisfaction in acknowledging, that on 
the discussion of every important question, 
he lies been found at his poet. 

Ji. That the Thanks of tihis Meeting are 
''doe to the Right Honourable Lord £r- 
skine, for his splendid and unanswerable 
arguments in vindicaUon of the estabij^- 
ed Lavi^ the Lar^. 

10. That tbe..Thanks of this Meeting 
are also due to I^rd Folkstone, Lord Coch¬ 
rane, Sir S. Romilly^ knt. Gen. Mathew, 
Cdl. .WslVdle, S. Whitbread, esq. W* H*. 
^Maducks, esq. H. C. C<^b&, esq. Hen. 

T. Brand, esq. and the reft of thoijp In- 
defendant Representatives of the-People, 
who are friends to Reform. 

11. Tb4l,>Petetf Moore, esq. and^Vi^'^ 
Mills, esq. be requested tP present £e ' 
Address and Pl^ition to die House of Com¬ 
mons, (now read) from this Meeting on 
these important subjects; and that they 
be further requested to support the same. 

12. That Mr. Fiarel, by his impar^nii 
conduct in the Chair, this day. Is entitled ' 
to the Ibanks of (his Meeting. » . 

IS. That the foregoing Resolntions be 
advertised in the Alfred, or Westminster 
Gazette, and Coventry Herald. 

'' WrluAM Flavel, Chairman. 

The following ADDBESS.v8nT‘PBTlTI0M 
to the House o^Commons, anR Letter to 
Sir Fbamcis Burdbtt, were unanimously 


liatnentary Reform. a 

5.V That ^ late rejeHiori of Mr. Brand's 
i^ion, to improve the Representatipn of 
Country, U additiofinl proof of the j 
*' necessity of our eanfcvst^and persevering 
endeavours to obtain 4hat desirable obiect. 
0* That the Speech** recently mkde by 


to, at a ntUnerous Meeting of the 
Inhabitants, Householders, andj^ectors 
of the City of Coventry, held at the 
Co^qaty;. H^fl, the SfA day of June* 1810, 

To the Honoarable''1b3 Commons of 
the United Kingdom of Ortsat Britain 
and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 
Thp AddKxss and PETmov'of the 





, * and Elcc- 

o^lh^ Citf«»f Coventry, mt a 
held this Aih day 
ISlOt * 

Inhabiiants, Hoaseholdcrs, and 
lUeotlaij df >|he .City of Coventry, beg 
^lltafl^approach yoor Hononrable Hoose, 
ia ainSleesBary branch 'of that syctem, 
yoiiniRvea, indivi^oally, hrf^e solemnly 
petf|viged to preserve inviolate.—-We feel 
j particularly calle(!^apon at this awfu^ 
'cqAincture of aftaifs, when the vef^ 
existence q^our nativf land appear^ to be 
at stake, to represent in the plain language 
nC^th.tDur feelings ^d opinions on the 
■^Hg in of those evi^, that have reduced 
UBr onCe just^ envied country, to its pre¬ 
sent alarming state of difficulty and dan- 
ger.S—To shut our eyes to the gathering 
clodQs;—to be aware that a mighty 
storm threatens our safety, and not |u ex¬ 
press our apprehensions of the qpnse 


which we feel it oqr iinpeii^ jfaty 
represent to your Sqnourabla HWise, 
from a conviction ^b«y 


ft ^vaav«x»evi« W ■'»' 

I safety as well as «r own.—We cannot 
'look back to the proceedings recOTtJy * 
ercised by your Honoarttble^IIonse, >•* 
seizing and imprisoning J'obn (Sale Jones, 
and Sir Francis Burdett, «under an unde¬ 
fined autbortty, without the deepest re- 
giet; assuring your Honourable House, 
that (divested of all prejudice*) it is our 
firm belief 'you have acted contrary to 
the fundamental priaciples of those daira, 
yon have sworn to defend.—As ISnglish-M 
men* wrf are willing to acknowledge, and 
ready to siijmort, with our lives, every 
privilege you are justly entitled to i at 
the same time we declare before God and 
our country, we Ittil rather give up our 
existence,‘than surrender to an/ power 
on earth, those blessings and advantages 
which ojijr forefathers purchased with 




of the land—#gainst you—against cur¬ 
sives—against posterity! !— We, there- 
fdft, speak without dissimulatioi^iiipnd af 
once tell you, according to mr honest* 

judgment—4apRtmrTiON,*pBactised in the 

waiiagemeiuof pubho affiiirs, (which if 
not'countenanced by your Hwiourable 
■ !^%se, has jaeen suffcied to pres ail *to an, 
unexampled «xkent) is the grand souice 
of tlljagr evils.—We respectfnlly enicreat 
your Honourable House to re^ct on Tne 
. staMMif Europe, twenty yearr past, and 
.•“^mpare it with its presej^ state—we 
would beg you,to eoiv^CSf the lamen¬ 
table change that h is ta^n pla^ in this 
kingdom, within the same period, and 
then calmly appeal to your consciences, 
,>Mld enquire, whether the measures pur- 
• sued by the different administrations, 
daring this eventful time, have been 
marlftd either by a regard for the welfare 
of the human race, or the principles of 
sound policy ;S-unfortanately fur us, the 
result piesenu a i1istre^il|g eonclusion. 


lain the moat distgdf wish to Idssen th® 
authority, the imp|itauce, or the cha¬ 
racter of your Ilonoifrable House—but \ve 
cannot view the enormous patronage of 
'the crown; the immense increase of sine¬ 
cure places and pensions—we cannot 
isitoe^s the creetson ofbafijapk* in every 
part of the kingdom—the introduction of 
foreign troops^our best interests neg¬ 
lected—the liberty of the subject re¬ 
stricted—good men persecuted—the just 
complaints of the people prevented from 
reaching the Royal eas—convicted de¬ 
faulters and delinquents suffered to remain 
at large—the public revenue, and lives 
of our fellow countrymen, sacrificed in 
di^giaceful expeditions—a traffic of seats 
in your Honourable House ddmitted and 
delenled—the national credit injured— 
and B itain, the once jusHy boasted envy 
qf the world, exposed to the most immi¬ 
nent 'danger, withcfut jealoumr and al^ro. 
-Under these impresribns^ We 
Honourable House, to oring has* Parlia- 


saLSlB a 

we findwir country deprived of nearly* 
every foreign alliance, vtJ *he arms_ o.f • ■ 


jup/ore full and free suffrage of the peo- 
'M—ia aoulv those remedies in redress 


^nsMzmount ;-.«the people groanifig 
andcr an Inquisimritri systhm'of taxatien ; 
—and although in me midst o^^^ffity, 
* dnable to obtgil^ nliu) qn^mity ot the 
^common neceisaries of life, for the main¬ 
tenance of their families, however inces- 
t^eir' labour.—Thesi. are calamities 


furni^esand to cultivate |i’eacs, a|^h^ 
meal* of obtaining the divine bkssinjf 
and protection—and that your Ho tmO - 
able Bouse may attend' to the waitt iipg 
voice, ere it be late* it e'tf earnest 
supplication artl prayer, , „ ., , _ 
i^Signed by twtjftty-iour 


I 1 8^ 




n h0k U, f. 

ClijKs^i^JkMf, 1610. I 
An We, tbe bihahtiuuftjk HooMholderi,* 
of tbe.Ciflf <» Corentrj^, in* 
jifnat^y partic4{)ptti^ in feelings ex¬ 
pressed by y<)wr.iiiiaedixte CotMtttDeQtB,| 
Ctbe Iadepead^Eiech)r8 of Westminster,)' 
onyour presmstutaationj and regarding 
you, as ne iKmest and faiilifnl Interpreter 
of the Toice rf a large majority of the 



iig sacrifices yon 
'our behalf, and in support of tbe.hers.and 
OoostitutioB of the country,hare Its- 
sembied together, riiis day, to decive our 
opinions on die present alarming state of 
public afiaira; and paiticalarly to ofler 
yon our*most grateful thanks, for the dig¬ 
nified and faithful discharge of your pub¬ 
lic duty, in the most trying times ; in op¬ 
position to that,ca]amitou8 syste&, which 
(if persevered ^n) will, in our^opinion, 
plurige oar Ceiiatryi<^d Europe, deeper 
and deeper in riaverjb—We admire, and 
aewre you^ Sir, for the able and conltitu- 
tional manner in wh'ch you pleaded «the 
cause of John Gale. Jones, in opposition to' 
the undefined privilege of tbe House of 
Commons,* end which was the leading 
cauise of your*|h^nt captivity; and we 
are persuaded, that if tlm acknowledged 
laws of the hnd do not very soon afiord 
you redress, no man who has the virtue 
and honesty to Ktaiga unjust ‘proceed¬ 
ings,' wilt be seciire froha the overwhelm¬ 
ing eflects of arbitrary power.~We anti¬ 
cipate, with pleasure, your speedy restor¬ 
ation to>yoar anxious family, and are, 
very respectfully. Sir, yourwnost humble 
servants. Signed in behalf ofi and by 
die unanimous voice oFthe MeetingT 
William Flavel. 


P^lbSB 01^. D.UHSTAV IN THE WesT, 
L^LiSSaTg.OFTBE Rolls. 


holders, - 

the Wof, and Liberty of the Roll8,LfaeiQr 
^ 29th day (^upe, ISIQ, af Andertoil\J 
i!L£;i, CThp na e, Pkat-atreet: Mr. Boninsuf 
ha tfhairj tiie flowing Rendurions 
Wei^^animoutly*agtlMNl to^ 

(^h&t this Meeting batp beheld, with 
ti^eepesi regret and centra, the eon- 
'Btfes of the ^rV. Richaid Vicar of 

^s Parish, in origiB<tiog,mpai||Oting, and 
8ignipg,x ]9ispl|iiwo«» ^ th^iiam hwm 


agreud^ to and w^^akh VfatryJfdM |hp 
6th h^ at wbkk |S«ettr 3 |rW 


Cbairmatf. 




Hiat the Rev. Richard Llo^d, i 
who rigned tbe said Declaration^ t 
charging those who caitertaiiybpi^^ . 
ferent from their’s, relative to Par]ia0'*'HE'^ 
tary Privilege and Befonti, witji h6l<|^aiM}' ' 
daring attempts, *' to sow the seeds'^ dis* 
sention throughout the country,*' and n Xh*^ 
" Political Frenzy or^.TPoul Sedition,” as- i 
tis{ned to themselves*^0 power wbich‘.iafi* ' 
longs mnly to the ^reat Searcho^nf all 
hearts, and the Omniscient liispensef of 
hummi events. . • < 

That this Meeting, ,vravi^ altogetti«.f • 
tbe imestions of Parliaraent^y Pflvildga^ 
and Reform, would deem tlieinselves un¬ 
worthy of tbe character of Christians'and 
Freemen, were they to impute to tLOse 
who <|t£fer from them mi political topics, 
motives, wishes, and attempts, foul, sfdi- 
Uous.^nd subversive of the tl^stitution. 

I V That as this is the first inSpnee io which, 
fi!om the recollection of the oldest Inha¬ 
bitants, die " internal concord” of this 
spectaUe Parish has been disturbed Jy 
cpoliticm 'ih)uabbles and uncharitable im* 
'putations, it ,is‘most ean^«tly recom¬ 
mended to tbe Rev. Riebdira* Lloyd, t§ 
confine himself, henceforth, to the dis- 
cfaargh of the duties of his Vieprial Oflkp, 
^nd to remember, that tKeo most exalted 
aiui^exalting attribute of a Minist^ of the 
GApel, is to allay the irritations, io soothe 
.the animoliUipa, to. extinguish ^the . 
dices of his^pek, and to cultivate, 
mote, and ^tVm 4he evaflgelical doc¬ 
trine of peace a|i6 good-will towards men. 

That hs the great objects of ’this Meet- 
,iog have bema to vindicate tbemaelven 
against the charge of foul and maliepiaolks 
motives, and to re-establish the brotherly 
love and harmony which have so. long 
united the Inhabitants of this ParisnJ; and 
the Liberty of the Rolls, they decline 
passing any Resolution of Gfensure on Mr. 
C. Terry aaid Mf. J. Jefferson, Church- 


*AtaM«^ngof tbe Inhabitants, ^pusej,^wardens; but feel it necessary^ remind 
olders, of the Parish of St. Pua^tail.^•,('those Gentlemen, riiat the vei^ nature of 

their office requires, at all tittle8» a strict 


adherence to tne principles of benevolence 
afad coneiliatioB, ind that the impartial 
diachaifgu of their dntiea is their liiast re« 
eottpHfndatioB to the good opinion of tM 
lohlMtaiita. 

’iTfiai^is Meetiag,iii&l^obly etteched 
to tbeBritirii Constiixition, couspoeed of, 
Kipg, Lorda, and Commons, with their re* 
Preragldivgfr Rigitls, and Privl* 


V 
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l|l^il) 9 f}erioai Rero- 
^MBw *<Sf iOSL qmuio(%«p»rate witbout a 
«)d aa^Mce« tiiat they 
*AvUttm2eMeta reacrate, lore, and da> 
*1Mba^g^iUi all the atMiigth and meau 
> ^«Pder Wfiiia Pro¥idencc« 

s9M||k tl^init nopriiicipled and over- 
tyrattn^, lawksa fjurchy, and 
i^lwperate innovatian. 
r iHr. Downes tTel^ called to the Chair, 
^theathanks id tha^A^eUng were unaiw 
meq^ voted to Mr. ^bins, for hyi aim 
an'^ innrtiiil conduct as Chairman; and 
to Mr.^iii, for the spirit, independence, 
j|jffterseTeraDce,evBi 02 d by bln),througb-' 
gBi th^wbolaof the proceedings. 

M 


QuBlTtov Of to the Practice exereited hy the 
yfbo Houtee qf Parliament of conttrvdng 
Libel mio Contempt, and pmuhmg it by 
{heix oxen Cjrder. ^ • 

IFrom th^Mmimg Chronkk.'l ^ j 
We have stated what, in the general 
opinion,'is thS true and only justification 
«4^[ie exercise of the right of commitment 
for a contempt arising out of iib^J/lilamely,, 
that the misdemeapor i^ likely to have, 
such anripslMllaneous efifect^a an obstruc- 
Ifbn^ or of such a* violent character in 
. ppi#t of force, as to make it dafigeivnt to 
wait for the^sloi^ remedy of the law; and* 
iheiyfore the necessity oi the case warrants 
the stimoiary proceeding. But^here^e 
ordimry tribunals are in full jwisdiction, 
i^Ud where the constructive»ntempt of' 
Mel is committed out of d«A at a dis* 
tance from the -House ff^rliament, a 
mere* animarlversion or erasure ptk their 
proceedings, accompanied by no outrage, 
dis tributed by no mob at the doors, nor 
*^JI&cdrded within the precincts, the mis- 
demesmor, however p^ably criminal, 
onghpto be left to the Cfourts of Justice. 
In the memorable Debate, on the motion 
of CopsUutin% Phipps, afterwards Lord I 
Muigrave, in 1771, mr taking %way from 
the &ng& Attorney GeqVdl ttw danger -1 
ous powa*^ filing criminal informations 
ex officiof aa well as in the great ^h 
which grew oqt of it, oif the motian of 
Mr. l^ijeant*Glynne;^€he epinign of ali^ 
the most ’Consia»able men wae, that 
thbugB^e right removing obstruc^n 
by commitment mush Im mainminadAor < 
their own seeurib^ypl hi was a rJ||h*mat' 
ought oidy tolm nsra in extreme cases; 
Yor when exerted jn ordinary instances, 
the {wbUc mind must revolt at the harsh* 
nasat^emnecessarily deprUring thattibject 


of his indaldtable right WTiitl hf dury. 
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,1^. &c.; and ind^ Rlws beeodhe Jgl^ 

f iment of every cesufitotHmaJ malt^ir 
las been recently recegniMd *in the 
/ourts. When Mr. Stockdafe was sent by 
the House of Commomf to ' trial in the 
Court of Kiim’s Bench, for a libel, which 
they called a Breach of Privilege, the 
Counsel for the Defendant asked, why ifia 
House had not pumshed the ifeiinguent 
themselves ? To this the then Attorney 
General/«piied in these words* 
t‘1SAy Learped Friend says—Wby^don't 
the House o^Comraons themselves pupidl 
it ?—Is that an argument to be used in tba 
mouth of one who (ocommends clemency ? 
Does he recommend this iron hand 
power coming down upon a man of this 
sort; and not temperately, wisely, judi¬ 
ciously, how to the common law of this 
^ country ft and say, let him be dealt with 
according to that cmnmonllaw I There ha 
will have a scrupufously impartial trial; 
thgrwhe will have wery advantage that 
the meanest subject i| entitled to." 

^ Trial of Johir ^tockdale, p. 8S. 

This has ever been recommended 
every considerate man also, because it m 
well known that this bdHSeed privilege 
can only be exercised without controul 
against their i4^n Members or agunst 
their own Constituents. The more dan¬ 
gerous case of a contempt by libel com¬ 
mitted by a Peer they ^conld not punish 
by summary commitnwmt. Nay, as has 
been provdl, they would be without re¬ 
medy—if their order was opposeihby the 
spirit of a Court of Justice; for if they 
* were to send their Mace ton a Judge, as 
the House of Lord! did in She instance of 
Judge Berkeley in 1640, would he come 
when they called i 

In 1798 we accumulated a volume of 
materials on this great constititio nalgftBs- 
tion. % • ' 

. Among others we sabmittefr^e follow- 
^If^^^ueries on the case to Mr. Fok, 
knowledge of the law and usage of 
Barliament will be admitted by all; an^ 
when bis high notions on thisroMg^SMn^ 
remembemd, bis opinion TfUi be i^d 
with tOmy nterestJ* * ^ • 

dostiBS addressed to the H^. C. J. BpfC 


Query 1. Thoi^ the House of Loe^ 
as well as every«Cw|rt of Justice, have Use 
poyer of protecting their proceedings 
iWuauniawtulnhstroctioii, can this ligM 



' rOUnCAt TmASt!Sk:^l»^lege ' f i()04 

2. I do not tliin^fie ^^'o^Lor 
any capacity has power4oi|' 
beyond the Houw^'of CormAat^^ 
believe, such powers oT conimitftpnj 
been exercised by it, and I«fear‘« 
the reproof which sdch exercise 
have drawn from theflouse of 

3. J should think the ‘House of wr^ 
has no more power in judicial'thai^ulk 
its legislative charac,tef, in respect to ] 
'hceaches of privilege '&fid contempts, it in i 
tiuthat can be properly said to |»aw Afro 
distinct characters, which I dtJhht> . • 

4. My Libel Bill has nothing t/* do with 
the juiisdiciion of^he Houses of PisiTH, 
ment. Its priniiple,* however, leay 
urged as an argument to induce a Court 
to be cautious of judging libel without the 
assistance of a jury, except in caap^of 
great urgent y. 

5. % should think the question of a Pro- 
't I pnefdi of a New‘>paper being criminlilly 
* p^erjJonsible for its colTtents, a very 

doubtful one, and indeed l^ould strong¬ 
ly incline to the negative; if the point 
Jiad not, as I conceive, been often 


Mon 

/extend to'the (ommitnimt lor the misde- 
meai|or of libei i I 

2, Hai^thc Bouse w Lorda^ cither in hi 
^ iodici^or legislative WpacHy, any power. 

'' of'chiomiiniei»t beyotw that of the Housjj 
of CommdRs, the latter never committin J 
for a time certain, nor imposing a fine ? | 

S. Has the Hdbse of Lords, in fact, any 
greater iiower over contempt, or breacn 
of privilege in tbe cxerci&e of its judicial 
lillictions, than in its legislative capacity ? 

4-.^Does not the prim-ipio of your Bill, 
by vThirb it is declared that in matter of 
libel, the whole case shall be left to the 
jury, who shall pronoonca>a verdilUof 
liuiity or Not Guilw theiedn, expend to 
the two Houses of Parliament as well as 
to Courts—so as to dt^way all summary 
proceeding on libel, under the cunsti ac¬ 
tion of its being a conionipt ? 

5. Can the power of summary commit¬ 

ment be lega'Iy exercised, oi> at least 
justly and agreeably to preuedeftt, again« 
an individual, fipon^i^ mere prW of his 
being the Propiietor of a Newspaper, but 
without any proof oipis knowledge ef j,he 
matter com]) ained ip? ^ , 

6. Supposing tbeTight of commitmenNL 
to exist, can the House of Lords commit 
an indiviiltial fur any cause, as for breach 
of privilege,Hf!5r a terra ceriainr&bd ad¬ 
judge him to pay a fine ? 

7. What mode of rAlress w'ould, in 
your opinion, be tbe constitutional course 
for me to pursue in tins case of commit¬ 
ment by the Hoi|8e of Loids, on the con- 
atiuctive contempt of a libel ? 


To which Mr. Fox, with bis usual 
condescension, sent us tbe following an¬ 
swer; 


[> rained acquiesced in. 

6. I believe the right of the House of 
Lords to fincj^stands solelj^i^,*/!: practic|, 
and I h|;ye little dobbt of its being an 
usurjmlion ; as to its right, for commitcirl^ 
for a term, I have givenri^y* opiiiion*’iu 
my answer to Query 2. 

The* proper channel fof^ledress 
against tb' Hoii>>e.of Lords, is a pedtton, 
to the HoVd^ of Commons; but that^sws 
the presem^ate jof ihiiigti cannot TO 
thought of. ^^hether 6r not there can 
be a cii'ii action against the gaolfr for 
false imprisonment, is a question for 
professional lawyers; and upon this ja 
good deal of the old dispute on thS ca^ 
of A''hby and White, would come in 
play; with this mateiial difference that 
the objeciion, which w'as uiged in that 
case to the possibility oft the House of 
Lords, in eiase oi^ppeal, becoming judge 


. Dear Sir ; 4 shoulik be extremely glad 
to be in any way serviceable to you upon 
the present occasion, but I cannot think 
my opinion on a case pf this sort as of any 
vatae in comparison with that of profes- 
=>io. ; pspecialiy as redress, if any, 

’ must be fifcl lu Courts of Ltw ; for,! pre^ of the privile|e/ot'the CummunsT would 
aomeyou camiot tbiab that in the pPl^'/t*'! lie here as siiongly (though dificrenc 
elate of things there is any chanect evefl 
fbe smallastf of eilbor House of ParKit- 
^hogLligtg ^pg to any thing that can b^ 
o^eST oaTwe subject. However. 1 will 
'•enm^bur to answer your QuerU||< u 

i.n'here be no right of committing 
* l^y^for contempt, but an aft winch comes 
^<^rly under tbe description of a con¬ 
tempt, M not the loks^ cs^lempt for be¬ 
ing also a misdeiuednor.* jfadeed it is /{if- 
. ftcqltfn conceive a contempt which would 
not he a misdemeanor. * ‘ * 


^ew) to the House of Lords becoming by 
appeal judge oAheir own act. 

/* 1 hao^ now aA^wered ybur Queries at 
wyll as I can. The cqpduct of t^e |Ioastf 
Of ^rds seems to bave^ been very harsb, 
esp^ially as the pntbgraph in question, 1 
uiAmKSfnd (for I hgv^t,^ seen it) to be 
of thit sort from which ySuf fiapbr is of 
all others the most free. But harsh as iff 
is, I do not know that it is contrary to 
precedent, qr otberwiac illegal, tlbm wjtbr 



igw] 

ici t# term ei^tbe 
thlt J^y opinion 
MtloTa 



end I do 
npon ttwM 
'any tether peraon, much 
eral one. Every Court ap> 
Ibe, to have usurped powers -in 
cdiiMtnpt beyond the necessity 
^SO, and tbe llouse of Lords more 
' other, possibly, became there is 
ippeal from it,«except t^ Parliament, 
^f^tiich they ntahe a part. By the way 
fit ik observable, ^t^tbc House of Coo^ 
qion^which of all Courts has been the mdK 


•JULY?, l»tO.-*Xh(«s<rClM)M(»id: 
enno. 


tno^el^^itxpxercise oEpower of this ijort, is 
tbe Ctoi^whose powerand right has o^nest 
IlTed in question. Mr. Erakine’s 
^oie letter seems to relate more to ordi¬ 
nal Courts Justice than to the Houses 
of Parliament; but even intlie case of such 
Cui^, if a man were to write contuma* 
cimsly of the manner in which a Judge 
gave judgment, I suspect he woul^ cer¬ 
tainly be attached for a contempt; t^ugh 
this case is notjnentioned by Mr. Ersidne,, 
nor does it come, perhaps, strictly wijnih 
the line of his^rgunient. Now if this be 
aa^it is clearly a contempt of the House 
. o^Lords to animadvert contuinatdously od 


.(UlOB 

r 

Highness Exiivst. AuovsTQh Dahe df 
. CuMSEBLAMD. ‘ * ‘ 

f Who, being upoMhis oath, snit&Ptbat 
oefore three o’efo^ this momhiaH}eIng 
^ bed and asleep, fte received tymb/mirfCiir' 
upon his head, which ai(9bkeijbii^ and 
Ipon starting up, he received two other 
ftlows upon bis head, wh^h, being accon- 
paqied with a liisstng noise, it occurred to 
him that some bat iiad flown against him, 
being between sleeping and waking, aad 
immediately received two other blows; 
there was a lamp buitfiing in the room, bat 
he did not see any body; that there was a. 
nigtiS talile sending near *the bed side, 
where a letter lay which is covered wKh 
blood.* Hia^yal tBghness says, he then 
got up aud made for the door, winch 
opens at tbe htad'of the bed*; he then 
received a wound upon his right thigh 
with a sabre;^ he then called out to Neale, 
his page^nd said there was a muideiti in 
,Jf his room.and upon retnrging to his bed¬ 
room wip Neale, he peijpeived that tbe 
door leading to tbei^liow room Was wide 
opeoi which is always lucked the last 


poses must have 


^orXordsto animadvert contuinatv<Aisly on thnig when he gitamto 
sthe speeches of its members, and perhaps^wtft'd had been droj^ed, 

more c]eg(Jg|^an in the*other case, inas-*^- —* ’- *• 

Au^ afio print the speeches at all is a 
)|rq|ch of Privilege. In compliance with 
yiMir wishee, 1 ^ave given you my oninioi^ 
at {|rge, whfbn, however, I consider of 
very little value, and indeed att the qiips- 
tioDs of particular and detail^ usurpa- 
dpnj^aud abuses appear to become*! 

<3 little m^ent, at a tiny when the 
whole Constitution is'in deplorable 

state. The proceedings^gainst you, I 
suspect to be only a beginning m a per¬ 
secution against the liberty of the press* 

*(Sl general, and a part of that system of 
terror which our Rulers arc so fond of. 1 
am, jfith every good wish, dear Sir, your’s 
ever, ^ *C. J. Fox. 

St. Anne’S'bill. 28th March, I7P8, 

Jambs Pei^ry, Esq, ^ ^ 

Lbtter of'Vr. 

, Fox alludes, is that which 




whii 

be found at 656. 


, TUB DUKE ©F CUMBERLANI^ 

A correct Copy tf the Evidence upitn thf In¬ 
quiry relative to iXe Astault made van hu 
' Royal tie Ihike qf ^m^land 

hy JottphSelUs, ' 

itfuidlefex.—Tbe lofortnaUon of his Boyal 


bed ; a naked 
which he sup- 
giveit the wound in bis 
thigh. Tbe man who gave the blows 
never,-spoke a word, and,. n pow Neaje re¬ 
turning with his Royal Highness, the man 
had ned thio^h to the yellow room 
which leads into the ball-room, through 
the other yellow room into the ar¬ 
moury, to the summer bed-room through 
tbe dressing-room into Sellis's roonf (the 
page whom his Royal •Highness believes 
gave him the wounds.) His Royal High¬ 
ness then went down statrS witll Neale, 
and ordered the doors to be secured, that 
no {^rson might escape out\>f the apart¬ 
ments. His Royal HighnUks fm'ther states 
that upon his return into his bed-room, be 
discovered that the sword which lay upon 
the floor was bis own regimental sword, 
and in the closet at the foot of bias ed 
was found the scabbJhrd,*w^ii,*'apair%l 
Erskine, t^-<i|iiiiBera belonging to Seliis, aud tbe kej, 
wm ^v^e closet-dour, which is asually on Ihc 
sl,de*of the door next the room, was fisotw 
on)the inside of tbe door nest the closed 
there was also a dark lantejy^ilitttMMlosA 
and these circumstance! he,haj«ea 

son m^Believe, and doth believe, ynt thi 
blows and wounds he received were gi*ei 
him by the said Josepli Sellis. Hi*- nkjia 
Highness further ||jtb, th^ the said jdle^ 
Sellis bad nof incurred bis displeasure 


lomji] poiiTf^ 

that iMt jusy reJla to | water* jtxd wn i|iiMiiii;«f.^ 


of him. 

f , Tbeawfkpif • 

fiwen^bafore me. tl\ M * 

wiw'UrtiMay. 1»10. wis Koyel Highne|l 
, B§aS/\ Uie Duke of I 

' V COXHBKLAKD. I 


COKNE- 


JfllddleKJF.‘-~Th9 Toformation of 

1 IU 8 Neaie. Vdet to his Royal High¬ 
ness the Duke of Cobibebland. 

""Who. being upon his oath, saith, that 
whilst be was in bed in a room adjoining the 
bed-room of his Royal Highness, a little 
before three b’clock. be heard his 8^at 
Highness call out *' Nraie f Neale 1 lam 
murdered!" upon wbkh he ^ emtsof bed. 
'and met the Duke of Cumberland at the 
door. His Royal Highness said the mur¬ 
derer waa in his bed-room. InforoiAnt 
says he instantly darted into the bed¬ 
room of bis Royal Highness'and seized the 


pose of locking the dper. where 
poses the assassin had^ncealed hinfml 
[Informant saith. abopi^bis time a r^orttt 
]%me to the Duke that SellU was {m^mer-' 
ed. ^Informant safib. that hft his 

Royal Highness to go to bedT this 

time Mr. Home.i^he surgeon, 
this informant assisted htmjn binding 
his wounds. Infoimant s^tli, tffere at 
several wounds upon bis Royal Highness's 
bead, one upon his throat. the 

back of his right hand is cut ac»>iss. 
and ^hat there are wounds upon bis left 

_„ _ _ asm, and a wound upon thip back of his 

poker, and ihiyi perceived thaf the dooi\l right thigh, and he has reason to believe 
leading into the yellow roomvvas widel^tm all the wounds wer% given by the 


open, which he imntMialely lah to, and 
set his foot upon a naKed swoid which was 
lying upon the floorjjust by the door. >Hr 


Highness theRient upon inforroafit's arm, 
and they went together ^to the porter's 
room, and called the pmer, and be was 
erdered by his Royal Highness ^not to 
sufi^r any person to go out ef the house. 
Tkey then retuened up stain again, and 
npo^ going up stairsthey met Mrs. Neale, 
whom hts Royal^Highness desired to call 
Sellis. She ran to hib bed-room and came 
back again, and said the door was locked. < 
Jfli$ Royal Highness then finding bipuMtlf 
foint from Io« of bldbd, lay dawn upon 
the bed. Hts Royal Highness then de¬ 
sired infonnaot to look after the assassin, 
and to find out where*he could have been 
cojdbg|led. Informant opened the door 
'8ftheret(^f \befoed leading to a small 


foam wbi^ has three closets; tbCiWa^y Royal Higbnes/trhed-r 
closet, the closet wbe^ informantw^ p<^om of this informant, 
poses the assassin had concealed, himaeli. 

lutother closet for dirty linen Uf &e 
****** "lUBBlfc* sojiposed the ampniin was 
coi^waM. informant found a pair^nfi black 
slippers. sHth Hte name aMHil writ- 
bin oooh flipper, which informant he* 
l^iSfs fo be of the hand-wiiting of-Joseph 
ntti, an .Itklikn, one.^ ibe valets of his 
Royal'Hli^uvess the ImHesof Ciimberlaqd; 
thsM Dmu also a datk Igdtern. a bottle»ol[| 


wbidb was fonndtVpcwtb 
bedifoom} there w«a Ms{ . 
which are used in the day tl 
menting the bed of his 
smd ^ key of the closet !irsk [ 
side of the dpor. which was sw*^ ,. 
could have been of no usf but 

fie SI 





sword found upon 
room, which was 
*mant aeith. that between tlie Duke's fuom 


the ileor in the bed- 
very bloody. Injfi|r- 


took up the sword md asked leave of liiyjf and infoAiiant's room, there are tb(» 
Royal Highness to^ pursue the assassinTt doors, but oitly*a waiqsc^l^artition 
but his Royal Highness desired he would ' - 
not. but Os cail„tlie servants. His Royal 


^partition 
twepn the bed£ That be nSyer^HteanJluiy 
noise tilk the Duke called out. N^lal 
^Nealf 1 1 sun murdered! liifermaot aajtS. 

I that he attended his Royil Uighui^-to 
be4 last tgght about twelve o'clock; and 
after bis Royal Highness had passed the 
yellow rc!li|^(whicb he always does<*rhe^ 
he goes to^^d), informant shut the dqitr 
and is verybe lopked it; and be af¬ 
terwards rent^ed in the Duke's .room 
until fill Royal Highness got into bed. 
No other person was in the room, end bis 
Royal Highness dimired informant wotslie 
call bim at seven o’cfock. Informant 
went out by the doors leading to bie own 
room, and ordered the house-maid to 
light bis Royal Highness’s fire at six 
o'clock; he then went tpfois own mom, 
and went to The doors beUveen his 

room at)4iAhe bed- 
. were sh^httt net 
locked. His bed'rooin door ifoxjt the pas¬ 
sage is always opep: that hf.is very wake- 
ifuL and 4f any one* had come in tliat way. 
hsi must either have fabam or swnwhiiia; 
atM there being no mbCT entrsmee to his 


R otM Hf ghaesrs bfd^om hp* the door 
frc^iwe yellow rdoA, itak(|ab be left lock* 
ed, this informant verily believes tfaat tbm 
said .j3kMBph SelUs. or some otim p^n 
who macw the assault upon ipi^wya) 



imt 


UlCbHDiiiey OmMi^ 


vwt UaiMlf ia 

Klif^n, Uie 
!whiifi»(rti»i ica^bara of tbe 
irmftnt iMiiit)i; ibM the taid 
htn tiUcea oat hit Boyal 
ahiltkrm and the tword, and 
into hit bed-ro^ for a re> 

»jpectign, which did not take 
SMI it afUcwBrdt re&rned the 
haUlt to tb^i^ard robe, hot Icfidte 
^in the bed>rooiii, where uiformant 
Lhe taw the twcra aotbe time yes*i 
^ Co&iELius Neale. 
SwoibJ^ore me> May Sl> 1810 , 

\«U|Lr J« ^EAD. 

Jl f ed dLiu * ' The loibfmation of Ahn, the 
• Wife of CdhMBLlos Neale, ‘House¬ 
keeper to his Royal Highness the 
of CuMBBRLAMO. 

Who being upoir oat'j, saith, thatfbe 
was called up this morning, about tfa|eea 
o'clock, by ner fapaband, and at tbesan^e I 
time heard his Royal Highness exclaim ^ 
^•that he had been murdered. Upon 
einto Mr. Neale's room (called the 
S'! Room) she found his BoyaUHigb- 
•bleediiig very much. Mr. Neale 

Highness de- 
. servants, and after 
hisJEtgyal Highness had got baclP to^is 
hed-ipom, she Wjent and called Joseph 
Sellit m bis rodibrdoor, but no one an- 
swerecT; <the door was last. Th# porte^ 
was with her, and tried to open^it, but 
cm^ hot. He then knockeqb Very vio- 
w5EV at the dqpr, but no oh<«iswered. 
"She then tried to open'tbST^i^r of the 
yeliow-rooai. leading to ^ ball^om, 
but could not open it, and foundafter- 
wards that the door was bolted within- 
tesd t/ ^ich she never knew it to be be- 
Ibim ‘Informant sajth, that she dien re> 
turned the ball-room through the yel¬ 
low* rooms, and through the summer- 
rooms, to set at Sellis'e room the other 
way* and thinks nve or si|; minv|}.es had 
elapsed siime they tried atethe 6rst door. 


IW 

from iha faalkreom to $enif*i nmm wont * 
cpgn. Asw NbaK«- 

Informant further ^th, that she Jbm 


kiAwn Joseph Sellijr for near'ih^fge 
ywri, and for the lalt five years 
livid in his Royal Highnw'a uuervice; ' 
says that he was wry obstinate and quan* 
reftoaoe, and wouM not bear contradio' 
tion, aven from his Royal Highnesau 
and would never acknowledge himself in 
: L/ault. Had obmrved nothing particular" 
fiin his deportment latMy. He bad been 
ill for three weeks or 4 ,month of a tfio- 
lent cold, but was getting the.better of it. 
Jnforpant‘says 4hat bis Royal Highness 
bad been very kind to him, and about a 
week or ten days ago bad permitted him 
to go within the carrta^, instead of riding 
on the ootaide, whidh he had been ^ccua- 
tomed to do. She has no reason to be¬ 
lieve that he bad any grudge to bis Royal 


JW8 


•drupping on tbg,uoor lilievwaterf and the 
•porter looked into the* room an^ cx* 
claibtedtettood God? Mr. Seliis has cuyj 
*htt throat j t^oa w11ich«abe became ver/ j 
%attch frightened* ud went away- lunk 
desired the portespdT ^t assistance. In- 
Ibtmaa^ teys that the folding doors lead¬ 
ing from (he ball-room into the yellow- 
ro^yrete ehat, and all the other dears 


Highness; •that 
Rbyal Highness . 
bed, instean of sittin 


during his illness bis 
Highness permitted 4 iim to go to 
iteaa of sittin&^p foe him, .v^ich 
it was his place to dVevery thiid night. 
That during the last four or five years 
^is Royal Highness hal allowed his wife 
4 pd felnily to live in t^ house, with an 
allowance of coals and candles. That 
(after the birth of the last child} about 
three mja^hs ago,* his Royal- IiighneK 
and tW^incess Augusta stood tor the 
christening by prigties, and she has beard 
Seliis say, that the Queen bad made him 
a present of two pieces of Indian muslin, 
amd that the Princes Augusta had also 
given him a piece, with*several other 
presents for the child's Kaptism. Infor¬ 
mant saith, that the Duke of Curabugrland 
was very partial to Seliis, and*always had 
Mm to travel with him. ^yjr that he 
lived vary much to himself, afM was very 
distant with all his Royal Highness^ 
other servapts. His principal acquaint¬ 
ances were a Mr. Greville, page to the 
Duke of Cambridge; *aod a Mr. and Mna 
Dupre, wax-chandler, in Jermyn-StrefB«-< 
Mrs. Dupre was Mrs. Selus’s ctmfidential 
fpMQd^Informant says U>at there are a- 


and just am^ got to the*l}ed-room door 
she be iadm guggling sort of nois'e like ^paw green doors'across the gallery 
water in a ma^s mroat, ^md heard a which, sep'arates his Royal Highness's 


^ipartotents from the Que en's labile 
Rooms, «hh% ere always kepHfCiR!; {" 
which na has the key > but there 
another key which Seliis had, mnd wl 
he utformed her bis Royal Highnesa 
permitted him to get made ta order thajpj* 
he might pass firon) bItRoyal IIi|^nesa*4 
apartments to where his wife Uvra widb- 
out ioing out of dodtai, |uid that Im aeq|X ■ 




U)ii] pouTxcAL AEQjsrrm— 

lunre puttif that wajr yesterday. Inror> Joseph Sel' 
itaantnirUier says, that in passing through night ' 
thO^J'-i^hi atanthe yellow^rootn pd* wich> 
joi mpig, she ibunmtbe upper part of J^be 
wfnoow sht^rff open in ue Dan-ro|Tnj 
the adjcnning, and on J in 

the spare bed-room, 'srhich were iisu|!ly 
shut at night.* Ann Nsaub. 

Sworn before me. May SI, ldl9, « 

'J. ^An. 

Afiddhser.—-The Information of~BEMJA^ 

• MiH Smith, Pdeter to his Eoyal High 
ness, the Duke of Cumberland. 



.noli 

■ X" 


before the 
and asked 


and was answered the jfogi 
then ashed SelHs if the o^e' 

Windsor to-morrow. Ifoll; 
that he believed the l^ke idt 
that Sellij then went,* as 
lieves, up to the Duke’s apartment^ 
he does not recoUjpe^ that he saw I 
afterwards. Benjamin '' 

Sworn before me. May SI, lb'l{ 
J.^eJ 


M^bo being upon his «bath, .saMv that 
this morning, at about a quarter before 
three o’clock, be was called np by his 
Royal Highness and Mr. Neale, the Valet. 
Neafo cried out, his Royal Highness is 
murdered. That he Immediately got up, 
and saw his Royal Highness all over blood. 
They desired him to alarm ^esservants, 
and having A-nied himself with a swoAl, 
he then went and sgave direaions to the* 
sentries to stop wery one who should 
come out of the fooor. The oute^ doo( 
was fastened, an<Utl>e area,door was lock¬ 
ed. He returqeA and met Mrs.*Ne»l«, 
the housekeeper, and the yager, and they 
went ^ the door of Selns’a room. In¬ 
formant sey^ he calldd throuSLuhe key¬ 
hole of the door, and knocked w It^saoK 
time with the sword He had in his hand, 
but no one answered, and they thought 
that Sellis could not be there; informant 
sayf he was then sent to Sellis’s wif(l’s 
iqjartments, dkyl one of his children an¬ 
swered that he was sleeping in the house, 
meaping the Duke’s private apartments. 
He* then ws^nt round with Mrs. Neale and 
the yagen through the drawing-room afid 
the summer apartments, 'and tbhiks ten 
minute* might have passed from the time 
he knocked at the first door (but being 
frightened he' oanpot speak to the cEact 
j^e) ; that just as they got near the door 
■sSTSellts’s bcd-|oom, he mard a guggling 
noise, that appeared to him to come frw 
• the throat of some person; 

Sbllis’s room door was open,^ bq^ netvheV^ 
he nor Mrs. Neale, or the yager* went 
ig^but bein g very much frightened, aqd 
^usp8Cnilg*from t& noise they^eard that 
other purton had been murdered, L 
th|y wenl|back again to get further as- |\ 
^^iftance. Informant fhrdier says, that in 
-yawing through the ball-room, and the 
summer 'apartmelRI, .he perceived the 
upper part ef some of tlte wmdow-s^uUers 
. (^tittle upon the jar.* Informaitt says that 


Jlfiddietejr.«Ti^ Information 
Henry Graslei^ Servant to 
Highness the Duke of CuMUERLAflK 

Who, being upon his oath, sa 4 b, tb& 
he was called up this morning, abmiUhree 
o’clock, by Mrs. Neale, who said, Ghi up! 
gel up! the Duke is murdered ! Infor- 
^ mjlnt says he got up, and took a*pair of 
pistols with him, atid«whcn he came to 
tlie sitting-room, next^is Royal High¬ 
ness’s bed-room, Mrs. Nbale desired binfc 
to call Joseph Sellis, but be was n^^Jgsbl*^, 
to find jii* way to the apartmentswhe«is 
Sellis and his wife lived, and came ^ck 
again, and theft* *hB wee^anj^ 

brought back word ■that Sellis wSsnifei^ing 
tua the* Duke’s house. He thenujptgfja 
company of Mrs. Neal| ^nd the porter, to 
Sellis'a room door, where they cajjled and 
l^nockM; but no one answered. They 
then ^fent round by the ball-room and 
snmmmakiartm'ents, and searchedf 
went oi^^^ A ey came tP the otheMO^ 


of Setlis’^r^n, where they heard a noise 
like<ii|ater k^oroe man’s throaty and the 
porter cried out, Sellis is murdered! The 
door of the room was open, but neit her of 
them went into the room, they wCntUBlPlP" 
for further assistance. Informant says* 
that he saw Sellis last night «|ibout 8 
o’clock, in the porter’s room; he came 
there and asked who w^s for Windsor to¬ 
morrow. In^rmant says, he answered 
that he waP. / informant furtlmr says, that 
in passing through the balt-rrcm and the 
summer apartments, two winmnW'sfaatters 
of the bail-foom were 9. little open, and 
one yindow-shutter in enth of the other 
roonqs was a little open at the top . • 
Matthew HEsay tStAsiiN, 
Swom’before sue. May Si, 181 - 0 . J 
. ^ Read. 

ilftddfisrx.—The Information of Josjim 
Creighton, Seijeant ip the Ctddstream 
* Guardif % 


•*« 




I>efi% bl8 mat ne 

the^grjeant^ of tabe King's 

-yn-jjfr^ uiiard^room at half past 
*JR l^.taAis Royal Highness (he 
flA rond'a apajrtmcnts. When 
^tne hall, he found two ser- 
^was told* that his Rojial High- 
d been woit^€d; and say?, that 

a sa9 a good deatsf Jalood in the hall, 
ojbn the stair-case* That he went 
with' ^ three solcliars with arms iip 
stairs, t^^^wen^hiough the suite of apart¬ 
ments ilitdl%e room where^the dcaS man 
(raoor was on the jar; the ser- 
vanHvho |»receded u8*turned back, and 
one of the soldiets took the candle out'ol 
his hand and went into the room, and in- 
forman|S followed him. They found a 
inan,^hom he has sipre understood to be 


16W.^iMx^qfCumbfrlaHd. £1014 

^h sayi, that he i Sellis had his coat on, but be^ did ndi ob« 


serde any other parts oUis dress, nor did 
he lake notice wnethei^Sre Was or 
swgfd^ in the room. Jays he ht||!i 
littll intercourse with wUi8,J^t whesHB 
had( an^, he always found ^im A £e a 
very civil man. He left Sellis in the 


theijuiere Was or 
I. Jays he hid ierv 
ith wU'i8,J^t whesHB 
(^8 found^im £e a 
He left Sellis in the 


Duke’s room, and never scAv him after¬ 
wards.* * Thomas Stricklahd. 

Sworn before me. May 31,1810. ^ 

J. Read. *“ 

Midd/eser.—The InforWfation of Sar>(h 
Varlsy, Housemaid to jhis Royal 
HighneA the JDuke of Cumberland. 

Who b^ng upon her oath, saith, that it 
is her business to shut up the window shut¬ 
ters of the ball-room^and the rooms upon 
the same floor, and that last night she>shut 
all the window shutters, but without putting 


Sellis, laying on his back on the bed, wfbh up the bars, and that she shut all the doois 
his tlirdat cut; hfs shirt was very bluodb; * except iHfe door leading into &llis’s room 
a razor with a white handle lay on thlk> ,j'iom his Ro^l Highness’s dressing-room : 
floor, about two f^et from the bed. Sell!) that site tool the two ^olsterl and eover- 
fiad on a pair of p^anlaloons and stockings, lid which dress the bed^n the dav tune off 


fiad on a pair of p'anlaloons and stockings, lid which dress the betPin the day tune off 
^t fts^l^her shoes nor coat, and if he.had frumtlielied between nils and ten o’clock 
mla a waistcoat it did not ap'pear ki*froiit. last night, and placed mem in a closet 
TnWe* was a wash-hand standing on laaDing to the water closltf and thht she 
iMvmer in'^t, appear-1 locked the door, leaving the key in the 
ihgas had been w.ishii:^ theii^ ddor onth^ide next^the room ; does 

bluiMw hands in jt. Informant says die* it evcr^fWit, and is perlectijT sure she 
picken up the'r^er and put it upon the dfd it^mt^Tght. Informant says that at 
table'; *tftie razor was bloody. I^isvsas the time she pla^d the bolsters in the 
quite deati 'when be came into flre room* ‘ closet Xheie was no sw’ord there nor any 
but not^oid. There was .no appearance hljppers or dark lantern; that she has just 
Inving stiuggled; his hemds were come from the closet whejre she placed 
jynVi^t down, ahd the blpoiiall^ a froth the bolsters, and says, they are now in a 
running from In's neck. « very different position from that she left 

J. CatiCHTON, Serj. Coldstream QuUrds. them last night; informant further •says 
Sworn before me, 31, 1810. that she was in the housemaid’s room 

_ J. Read. JIast night about ten o'clock; Sarah Tether- 

■Swtor— Til. Information of Tno... ‘II'' 

.jTR^LAND.L^der Butler to his Royal ^ , «> • j 

HigCIiess the Duke of Cumberland. 

Who being upon oath saith, that he the Duke is going to Windsor to-morrov^ 
saw Joseph Sellis last nighe about Sen mi- Margaret answered Very* will. Sir, amt 
nutes befotfeqjevcn o’clock. i)i his Royal tke’^Sellis went away. Saeai^Vaeley. 

Highness’i^ed-room. He was standing before me, list May, 1810, 

by the dfe^ng table, with what appeared f- Read. 

tot^sinformanuo bea^shi/lin'hishand. The further Information of Saeah ' 
Nothing passeb*between, us. Infoimant \ ^ Varlky 

^ays he there a% it was usual for him jjr . 

|o da*to take up his |toyalHighqess’.s cupJ WhoVeitig upon ber oSth, igbitb,* Ujt 
ivfaich he placed upoif ^he stand by the she has seed and examined tile lantimg 
bed-side. Informhe was not sdf-” which was found in the closet*-where sQli^ 
prised at seeing i^dfus theic, as he did nqt placed the bolsters, a^8dy8,tt ^s a sMfft 
kjO&w but it wa.s his turn in waiting. Sellis brown lantern, amt nub glasd sides, and 
looked eprdestly at him, and had a smile' has tgx sliders to eaqjh glass to make i( 
pppO'^is Countenance, but did dot speak, quite dark; that she h^as^seeD a' la&teaa 


—- *•-- ■ ho fiof V»iy 



W«! 

lihsit Mi^er l^lee standtog npiii tiie 
drawen la Mr. Se{U$*$ dre«iwig4^mi 
and riiehath aecifliii^ witb alanMra ^ery 
Kl^ifiia bit band W tba gallary « 

Hbinka it was ab«fe a month 
sincosbesdia the lantern stahd up* 
dreamg'tabla, a^ isTeij sore thi 
was a square Jantera. * Sabah V^alaor. 

Sworn before me* 1 st Jnne^ 18 < 0 , 

J.Rbad. 

JfiddisNsr.—^Ibe Information of AntohiU>^ 
, R^zbba, 

Who, upon bis oath, says, Chat he has 
lived with his Royal H(ghn^ U6q.Dake 
of Sussex, as his valet de chaoibre, abeht 
three years; that he knew SellR by sight 
before he (this informant) came to live 
with his Royal Highness, and has seen 
him Yreqoently since at Windsor, and in 
town, but that he never called oiwn Sellis 
unless he had a message to^ei«ver from, 
his Royal Highness the Duhe of Sussex, 






nor did Sellir ever call upon tihs informant 
in town. He was (S no habits of intimacy 
with Sellis. Wlmn his Royal Riehnew 
the Duke of Susmx and his Royal'Higiih 
ness tile Duke Cumberland tSern fit 
Windsor, he fr^uently met him, apd savs, 
that Sellis has several times told him, that 
if he dMild get another pladlp^he should 
be very glad to leave the ser^^t-^of his 
Royal Highness the D^e of Cumberland; 
giving as a reason, that ht had a wife and 
a lai ge famiiyi and that he could not sup* 
port them without better wages: timt 
Neale, the other valet, had all the perqui¬ 
sites of the clothes, and that he (Sellis) 
lived upon ill terms with Neale. In- 
formW saitb, that on the 22d of this 
month he walked with Sellis for half an 
hour in V^indiior R^k, when be told this 
informant that he passed many unhappy 
hours, and that his situation was very on* 
comfortable, on account of a person in 
t^e bouse (ti‘'Che nalae of Neale, whom he 
j^uld sweat robbed and plundered his 
Royal HighnesI the Duke of Cumberland 
. at different times. He said that bm 
Highness hpd used him ill, by very otoh <1 
speaking diarp to him, and thaCbeShooght ' 
ii Neale aratatilihere he should be tveateth 
befoenrend-timt Meole also ilkbLbim yer^ 




. ad ever seen him Says he has 

ijoyer met Sellis at»aayot||pr place ex* 
^pt once or twice at the Ppeiw» and does 
kfliisir w|Wai.ihe atosomm with f thaU 



Deter said so whch to 
the day he hat mend) 
ever he has mcft SitiUs, 
pressed a wish to lest 
ness the Duke of Cumb^ 

Sellis always appeared 
very mild man, snd not addi 
. oAXTONfo 

Sworn before meihC Slst May. 

j.&^. Uc, 
MidtOeiex.'^The Inform^oEvcr fasni^ 
HAND BuBzib, of Cbai^M*flKer, GfOS* 
tenor-sqnofe,Jeweller, 

Who being upon his. oath, saitb,,4^st 
he has,known Joseph Ebllis about 14 qr '' 
15 years, Ims been in the habi^ of fre* 
quently seeing him, but not fos^e last 
five weeks. Iwfore that time he wed to 
caell veiy often at foe apartments of his 
l^yal Highness the Dube of Cnmberland, 
^ith articles of jewellery; but never met 
Sellis at any third placet Says that Sellis * 
was a man who lived Ibach to himself > 
that he always considered him 
orderly good man. Informant saftoTij^tlt' 
about five months ago Sellis came 
house, and* loolT ogt, 

for a place for him/ informulmdp, Ciood 
<xqd, ^hat, do you mean to ruin yqpiyelf 1 
You must not think fon'yoifrself, you mutt 
tiunk for your family f upon that in* 
jptormafttnsays Sellis left him, told went 
away apparently satisfied. 

FEBDINAHB^agStB* 
Swor^^ore me, the ^st May, l^i$f 
^ ‘ J. Read. - 




^ MS 

MidJ^^ex .—^Hie Information o^ Makv ' 
Axm Selus, Widow. 

■Who, upon her oath, saitb, that SoUt^HT 
Sellis, her late husband, had been wi^ 
her nearly the whole of yesterdsQr ; that 
be went to maiket, and afterwards walked 
with her and the children into the Park, 
and dipnoi leiave'her tnl 10 o'clock last 
night, whea^.be went away, saying hq 
should sleep‘at the DukeV order that 
the maid might sleep with nurse 

the ypung clhid; when ^e went away the 
door was locktokafter huD^aiid she neyet* 
saw him afterwards, lliat wbpn be*' 


‘forthev «nM» that Sem during kwalk^ with her in the Park,^ foM on 
Jcenrematioijapiiis^Te^foucbde-^ 

^ied, ana more low in spirits tiian he 


paataloooli, witlkeh^ and half-gaiteti^ 
■nod she verily belieeto be bgd on hn shopi 
and gaiters when^he'ibft her at nigh^ to 
she never saw him pull them oiI> and thby 
are not left bebiito. him, and that hq 


scarcely ever wore tilpperi at ito 




tlwit It^ hJbaiwd had 
“' ' jooldr ^ four wf fire 
to uer to be none 
jrestib^ay on aecoun(> 
beiM better} iofor- 
>ttt ft fortnight ago she 
^versfttion wiMi jh«r sister 
ilia bes^tbji sbe overheard bim 
, ‘ to soine observfttioiftbftt fell 
eister, that^e^h is a debt we 
U pay eoonerw iater; informant 
bu he last night supper talked 
much 'orWoparations which were to be 
made foa^n^s^g the ehildren for the 
bir^de^t/Sum desired hert-cd take care 
and ^tner gown in jtime, she having 
^beei^asied in making up some muslin 
that had been given to her busbahd by 
the Quedb and Princess Augusta for her 
and tl^^rifhiidfeu; informant farther says, 
that prevent hew husband sleepfoi^ 
down stairs* she .had put the child to 
the bed wheie tbe^ maid used to sleep,^ 
jand, told him Bh%*Bhould not want the, 
SMiBtance of the maid in the room, but 
■ha tdd her that the Duke had sud 
p\^aptohe might go to Windsor to-por- 
rot^moming, ana therefore he thould 
aleep^elow sturs^as 'those occa- 
s^fos h9wgyd6casto^d. to do. That ho 
took no lantern with him, nor his gloves 
or haf nor had*he«ny lantern belonging 
fto him but one,*v9hich is now in the | 
house, aift] 'isihe one which she nggapro- 
duces. That she never heard him make 
(aint of his Royal* Highness the 
Cumberland, bpt felt himself 
iwacti gratified the honour which his 
Boval Highness and the Princess Aogiuta 
*liad done him, by standing for theif last 
child, and for the presents they had made 
agd further says, that her Eoyal 
HighiMSs the Princess Eiiaabeth had also 
sent her {^sents two years running. In¬ 
formant rays, that she knows of nothing 
hanging upon bis mind; that he was not 
, partlcofarly stmiglNened in his circura- 
staoces at that time, and slm^doe^ not 
know that be wm in debt, or that he owes 
any bill, ^ the apothecary ; that the 
tailor brought h&me some clothes for him 
tk^morning; tlmttis nevarslrank spirits, 
o|^tny thing but beer to his meals; tnsit he 
made tier tosjyittle brandy and water last Jo 
higto fi^r a spasm she ha^jb her stomach, , lie; 
bu( d^ not touch it hiimeif, altboughtshe ,Jbe 
asked him to doeo.,^bae he was always 
at hdme and devoted the whole of his 
tiqjla to her, not having spent one evening 
outgMdCf^ ikf last lay iOf now about eigltf 


. . tiots; 

, rnm^ths ago; that Mr. yttaUded, bnbf 
and Mr. GreviUe, his Royid 
Ht|pnees the Duke of Qtonbridge's valpt^ 
weif’tbe persons she's^ the mostm^ dwl 
th^wery seldom callgd upon him 
he pid not belong to any cla]i){ftr nieedng, 
and never went out of doors falf a week 
together when any thing was the matter 
either her or her children; that be 
had a key to the green baiee doors which 
communicate with his Royal Highness's* 
fapartments, which he always kept him¬ 
self, and wore it in his>^aiBtcoat pocket, 
and she beard him unlock the outer door 
last night when h]; left her, the* same key 
opening that door as well as the green 
baize doors. '.That he took his clean 
linen down stairs with him, and promised 
to bring back his diity linen this morn¬ 
ing, and desired her to roast the veaT to¬ 
morrow (meaning to-day), and that he 
.would retpin^ her of It when he came in 
the morning.. That during hie last illness’ 
Ise has frequ^tly compbined sof a giddi-t 
ness in his head, and Vijpen she has *pra» 
posed to him upon these occasions to walk 
odt in”th*e air, he has always said that 
lylhg down would relieve him; she has 
asked frequently to consult iui apothecary 
about his healm, and his answer always 
>wa8, that j^rishiDg* things wrQj:e'better 
thap med^ipes. Mast Ann Sellis. 

Sworn before me^lay SI, 1810, 

J. Reas. 

» 

The further Information of the said Mart 

* Ann Sellis. ^ 

Who being upon her oath, saith, that 
her husband never was accustomed to 
take any lantern or candle with him wbea 
he went from home into the Duke’s apart¬ 
ments; that there is a^mp always burn¬ 
ing on the stair-case ’leading to the gal¬ 
lery door; that there is no lamp at pre¬ 
sent between the first door and the green 
doors; she has heard \hat there used too 
be one, hot the lamplighter had taken it' 
awny, smd that betweeuthe gresn door 
and^he Duke’s bed room lights are always 
Jwrnjflg until the Duke goes to bed; in- 
tormanj, Ikith that about two years ago 
sl]p heard that her husband had some dis- 
agsfementwpidPhis Royal Highn 9 is, owing' 
a quarra/shat had taken nlace hHwue^ 
X husbafid Neale, an^he tb es ft te h| 

Jber that he had wrote to his Royai 
ness expressing a wish to leavy bis 
vice, but timtne got ncrruswer toot. Hk * 
raid that l^jor Thekntoa and Oapt. 
T|nsun*li<ui told bwft»to maka fai up i it^ 



tmu 


poLmc^ 


tm 


' hippy 004 Boi to, miml aA)r tiitog About 
INcue’ft qutrneh InforBunt larger s^tfa, 
that thu n««er f^.^the least reason to 
beiijstrtMhat her msbuid was deranled. 

fiiMher ^ith, that she reiilui' 
atraled/w^i^tiim upon bis wishes to go 
«way« ami stated to him the advantages 
arhiuh they received from apartarXeats 
and coals and candies; and shel s%ys she 
expressed her wish to him that he*tvou1d 
■Mtnake himself happy and >stay, and not {jp 
make her unhaupy by talking to her oftj 
ir again, and sbeeays he has never men¬ 
tioned it to her since, now about two 
years ago. Ma^y AiAm Sai^iis. 

Sworn before me, June 1810, 

J. l^AO.* 

The Information of jVnn Hill, Servant to 
. • Mrs. SelHs. 

Who b^ing upon her oath, saith, that 
she remembers seetng heripa^er as he. 
went from •home on Wednesday night 
last that she let,him out auj) locked the* 
door after him, ai^ she says that he had 
,on pantaloons and walking 8hoe|. 

The mark X of Ann Hill. * 

This Witney^as not sworn. < • * 

itf(<fd/esex.—T)ie Information of Sawoel 
T ttoM\bA»AMs,^£sq. of^reat Russel 
street;* Bloomsbury. 

V ' J * 

Who being upon his oath, saifu, that 
11 • * .1 • _ . . 1 . . 


death of a servant of his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland, whose name is 
Joseph Seliis; and upon examination of 
the port-folio bf the said Joseph Seliis, in 
his^bed*room, where he now lies, he 
found the two letters now produced, 
marked A. and B. both signed Joseph 
Seliis. and appealing all in the same 
hand-writing one of them addressed to 
nb Royal Highness the Duke of Cum¬ 
berland ; the other addressed to Captain 
JStevenspn. The fine fs dated 44:h May, 

^ 16U8, the other is dated July 0, 1609. 

« * Sam. Taos. Auams^ 

Sworn liefore me. May 31, 18]0,y ^ 

J. Read. ' p ^ 

. 0 

Copy of a Lettek marked A*. 

* ^ St. Jama's, 1%^ 9, 1809t 
^ Sir; T am extremely anxtohj to know^ 

^ 9byM Highnen’s uecision Concerning 
^toe evidrace produced before you against* 
^r. Neal^ and I beg you, »r, to have 
tlie goodness to jealievp merfrom this most J 
diwgreeable siMpende; if I may, Sir, 

• ju4go from appiarauce, ciUter hiaSoyit' 



wal>- 
Togneyf, ^ 

- M'"' m 

utve 


ii«& aMvauiUd 
h(w been prov^ or.niB|Rs^! 
has entirely forgiven 
former be the case, Sij 
have the goodness to 
Highness ta the full exti 
of this man ; and here 
sary to say, that the yvita< 
exam^fi are all of them reatf^ t<fi 
their oaths in a Cc^t of Juslif^ 
tbeie to assert yrhat they have 
said before yob; but. Sir, .s^Cd 
Rbyal Highness have fo^iv(^^|jf^m, and 
then I must be under the mr dbagree- 
able necessi^.to beg his Ro^S^igluiess 
to have the goodness to dispose of me*as 
his Royal Highness may thint propef, se*^ 
that I may not have the mortinoadon to 
live and act in the same room wi& a man 
I have convicted as a rogue, with 
i^iom no human being is able to live upon 
fnendly terms. Had i( been bb Royal 
^igUness’s pleasure to have had this 
justness in a Court ofo Justice, the man^ 
would have been transported at least fcg 
seven years, and what*l am going t^coin^ 
mun^cate to you now, is, I beIievn,^raB4^ 
portatSon for life. I have been told Jsir, 
that Mr. NcSlr^cats jj^is ^yal HiranneM 
in every thing ha'Bfiys; in Vov.£iaer^ft 
anicics I have already ascertained^ this to 
be the fact, on the tooth-picks he &ms’ SO 
per 100, by charging ‘Is. 6d. for that for 


he was called in this morning upon the iwhicU,ba only pays one shilling, and on 

1 .1 a A !■ 1_ • I TT 1_ A.1. ^ L. M _ 


the soap he charges two shillings for 
that which he*onIy psws eighteen-pen^ ; 
and Bh(^uld his Royal Highness wbi^l^Jato 
proceed with these discoveries, it will Ixi 
roqnd that the 'dishonesty of thi^f man has 
no bbunds. The evidence you have^' 
taken, Sir, and wbs^ 1 have communicated 
to Major 'Thornton, with which* also^HPife 
most be acquainted, yon must. Sir, be.tia- 
tisfred that this man is as gret^t a villain 
as ever exis.ted; no oath or promise is 
bindingwith'him, he relates alike that which 
he must have sworn ^ keep sacred in >, 
hit bosum, .*Es he will a ^ost trifling 
thing, snd 'slanders, ani^ threatens with 

E ublic exposure and large ^«n)aees, his 
enefactor and only maker of his rortuoe, 
just as be would oqis^p^his own stamp. . 
Sir,‘to serve his Royal Highness 1 ha^yi^* 
always thought it%s my greatest honour, 
and to terve h^ iirany situaUon Jtbati hi/ 

^ Royal Highness may be pleased to phtte 
me, shall always greatest pfide of 

my life, but no longer can I live Mrit^ 
thM monster. I have. Sir, served hts 
Royal Higliness for ne#rly twelve years. 
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tl<linttW« idre|^ atl %oty wisbea 
*" Tii^nNl And Mifeech his Royal 
atti^ me permiuion to look 
r iBace. To your foodnoM 
a^'jroa will lay'my case be- 
ghness and acquaint me 
igbnesg's pleasuK. 1 
to be. Sir, your most 


k-, - 


fiSfeaw^ionoar ,to be, sir, vom 
I most humble serr&t., 

‘ Stephensob, E*q. J. Seulis. 

(hil^ted to me. May l[l, 1810. J. R. 

of a LETTEa«marked B. • ’ 

^ ’ May 4f,\ SOS. 

r^ease yourRd^ Highness; 1 
take tBe •liberty (o b«g your Royal High- 
*^ell woukf'hav^tbe goodness 4crtake in 
^oor consideration the uncomfortwie and 
most u|;plea8ant way in which 1 travel. 
To l)pHQpon the carriage box has always 
beei^ to me the most disagreeable of #iil 
gtievmcea: I liave, however, persevel^d 
to ride upon it vyihout complaining, Vp. 
please and gratify your Royal Highness, ] 
^nd in the hope* that when your Royal 
Hifikness'a Brothers Should discontinue to 
|»e* their servants travel in the* same 
wav, that your Royal Highness would be 
to Mlosj^togjisefSafliple. For, 
/Jlisartp^n,! n<w*wke the liberty to 
rnemira to your Roval Highness, Chat^iir 
Royaj^ighness ihh Prince of Wales takes 
his servants wittt fhin in the carrjpge, or 
sends tlfem in a post chaise. The Uuke^ 
of Sussex has followed the Prince’s exam* 
pie, ends his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Qajs^’idge, whenever his Royal Highness 
^nnot take his seevant* in^the carriage, 
sends hiqi by the stage, or in a post-cliiALse 
(livery servants excepted.) I mostf hum- 
_bly intreat your Royal Highness to dis- 
'«esitioue»a tning which has preyed in my 
mind, and has hurt me more than ten years 
hard labopr could have done. I have the 
honour to be. Your Royal Highness’s most 
faithftfl, and most devoted humble Ser* 
rant, ^ Joseph Sellis. 

Exhibited tolBe May 3I,,]8JO, * 

* J. Rea*d. 

ilfidd/esA.'^^he further In^rmation ofj' 
Samuel Thosms<^ams,j $sq. Coroner. 

.rvho being ^on bis oath saith, (h*at he 
• came*to««iie apar^mfints of his Royal 
^Highness the Duke of C^tub^rldtid about^ 
tan o’emek yesterday morning, and «efter 
vievrlpg the body JMeph Sellis, and 
aftat finding the letters mentioned in his 
farmer depMition, he looked round the 
rbom, androbserved a pair of shoes at the 


nseqr UMNMafaMt ^ 

fi>^ of the bed, and a palp 
in^he chair on the lefi^hittd 


cltott of drawers. '.Tjj^ opon ohMirjfi4||l 
tfal door of the room next the hedfl ortto 
hSid to have no key i» it, he 'madeia 
for It, and in the closet; th%^c«rif sthieh 
v^ locked, and which he imloeked, he 
found the key which fittid the lock: ' 

door .wfi not locked, but fastened by a 
small bolt under the lock. And infor* 
plant further says that this morning he dfe ** 
rected a man to search pockets of the 
deceased, and in his presence he took out 
of his right hand breeches pocket e key 
that Rocked tite green baize door placed 
across the Galkry. 

• - *Samuel Thomas Adams. 

Sworn before me, June 1, 1810, 

• J. Read. , 

Middlesex. —^Tbe further Information of 
Matthew IlExaiS’GRAftTN, Yager to 
his Royhl Highness the puke of Cum- 

. beeland! 

• \ . 

Who being opon fks oath, saith, that 
after he,got to the door of l^llis’s room, 
vvith Mrs. Neale ai{9 Biwjamin Smith, the 
Foster/and found that KUis’s throat was 
cut, they thought the muyderers were still 
in the hous^ and i^ent t(^ get fisher as¬ 
sistance ^my first called up^Ball, then 
Whit^^^^d afterward Strickland and 
Rtchdruson, wbo^eep together in or!? ' 
room. Informant says he told them all 
that Sellis had been murdered, and the 
Duke nearly so ; some soldiers were then 
waiting in the hall, and Ball joined the 
soldiers and came up stairs with them.— 
Infi'rniant says that he and Mrs. Neale, 
and Smith, the Potter, staid below in the 
Perter’s room—he thinks that jiot more 
than tdh minutes had passed, when Ball 
and the soldiers went up stairs, from the 
time he, Mrs. Neale, and Smith, had left 
Sellis’s room to go for assistance, and 
during that interval. Re does not bqj^evw 
that any person went to the room, 
t M. Hen&t GaASLiH. 

Sworn before me, June 1, 1810, 

J. Read. 


jfiddfesex.—The Information of James 
aP.AULE’^^aiet to his Roy^ flighness 
Disl^of Cumberland: • .• 

I ^ 

Who Itoidg upon his oath, saifh, tbat^e 
was called up by Mrs. Neale, ^out tbrab 
o’clock yesterday morning; tut first jgia 
the Duke in his own»eoom, Mrs. Neale 
was holding of him*; that he (iafonnant) ^ 
AMi^ In holding Mm: fhere were 



> liW) ‘ Ppun^ SMIRTBIU-^ 
Ibrett ^.thi^room; dw Balm nSd 

tiMk h» WM mttrdeM, •od diat Ui« «st^ 
d«raf moat be ‘in %e.‘rooin« die ()<]ton of 
thew to'nS^were' opedjh . Mr. Nei^ weiddd 
to^'lp^wey^ to fook e^r the matdeier, bdt 
the htm not, wtd desired us 

' to call Selhiik Mrs. Nrale went to call 


[10^^ 


*Selli8, and some tme came and said Sellik 
was murdered. Informant says^o did 
not quit the room till Mr. Home toe Sur- 
^■'ttflbn came, and that he, Mr. Home, and, 
Mr. Neale, examiqed the closet, and found 
thc*BCabbard of the*8word, the lantern, a 
» pair of slippers with SelhVs name in diem, 
and a bottle of water. Informant says, 
that he staid in the room with the Duke 
till the Prince of Wales alid tb% Duke*s 
other Brothers came. Informant further 
saith,.that he has li^^ five years with 
Sellis, but neyer bad much conversation 
with him; tbit he was a positive obstinate 
man, but not parti^iarly illftegnpered. 
Informant says, that Neale and Sellis were 
never fjriondiiv they |«ad disputed about the 
Duke’s wardrobe. 4*‘lnformant says, be 
hath heard Sellis say that he copld not 
live with the Duk^ if Neale was kepf, and‘ 
he believes Selli^had a great dislikectd 
Neale: that Selli» for the last four or five 
weeks ^h comfilained of a cold, but in¬ 
formant says Ke did not obser^ much al¬ 
teration or di^rence in him. \ ^ , 

* ''’Sworn before me, Jum 1 , 18 r 0 , 

« j. Read. 

HSiddktex.-^'The Information of FncDE« 

' EicK Geivel, Valet-de-Chambre to 

his Royal Highness the Duke of Cam- 

EI^OCB. 

Who, being uptm his oath, sahh, that 
ho has lived with his Roval Highness 
about 15 years, aqd has known' Sellis 
about nine years of the time; that be has 
frequently met him at Windsor, Brighton, 
Oatiande, and other places; but seldom 
sw Kim in London.* Ho was upon ver^ 
gixd terms 4rilK him, but not very inti- 
, mate' with him*; says that as iar as hf> 
•knew of him, he was a very qniet, md^^, 
and sober mao.' Informant forthm sailli, 
that about twelve months ago bk was in 
company with Joseph Sellis, at Windsor/ 
^heq be appegldltdimtisfie£a^^,theDqk'< 
ol^^mberland* saying that he Wished to 
Mesfencei's phuee* and tbd^ if the 
''iMtmhttd taxmen a good word for him, 
’fao'.was sitfer bo could have got one for 
bka-i amHhat if eould get ano¬ 

ther pioos in tluee mmAtui, he-would leave 

‘1diJp>7id tfijfhKnidho Dakb^of Cuiv^- j 



land; and ibot ifthe'wps 
and had not a mfo^Siid ftgnil: 
leave him dnrectly; and. * 
he was upon ill terms 
other valet, and that Im 
scoundrel, he could not 
him. Informant said to him 
for a penon when be lod one pt 
another|" particularly as he v 
feigner, and he adviiM •■Sellis to 
of It. The convenQttion then ende»' an! 
informant has not* heard him talkiXtixn 
way since. Thaf the lait tim^^is in¬ 
formant saw Sj^lis was on tHe this 

month, at WinJKor, bat be hj^pWlS- 
cnlar conversation with him at tb» time; 
he coraolained of being'ill, afldsaidKe*” 
had laidln bed all Sundsjf. F. Geivel# 

Sworn bafore me, June Ist, 181 ^ 

J. B^aIL^ 

ilfr^dfeser.—The Information of Ma«oa- 

Jeet Jones, one of the Housemaids in 
I '' the service of bis Rnyal Highness the 
' Duke of CUMBEBLANnf 

Who being upon oeth, saith, that»8he^ 
has livpd in me service of the Duke cboiitpr 
14 week!; that it is her place to makfiifm 
Butler’s beck tfaetHpusekeeper’s bed,^r. 
Allis’s bed, and hef WH bra ;^t^ce«is 
sp^ bod where the Adjutant of his*Royat 
Highness’s Regiment to lay? and 
when he has slept therd she has bad. that 
to makb ?< 4 hat she has made Mr. ‘Sellis’s 
%ed twice this week, but does not recollect 
to have made it before, except ^at s^p 
might have made it once when sh^^ 
came. Mr. Sellis never aSked her to d^W 
till |hi8 weeki he always asked Sally to 
make it» and informant believes she did * 
make it; informant farther saith, that she 
has looked at the lantern which wpifouq]^*' 
in the closet of the voom, bat says, she* 
never saw it before, and never sgw Mr. 
Sellis with any lantern; inform^t says, 
that she was in the housemaid’s room on 
Wednesday night abolt eight o’clock, 
Sarah Varb^ and Sarah Tetlmrhead were 
there when Mr. Sellis camera, and de- 
■.sired informant to put his sb^ets^on his 
bed BE he sheuld sleep there tb^ night, 
saying tbe Duke, was goibg^to Windsor ii^ 
the mdrnuig. That she wMirwavds madh^ . 
Jits bed, and about nine o’clock* ch^ aaw* J 
Dim go into tbe -l^kels room to drm the, " 
DaJm# tbe informant than being in the* 
pag^B room. Mforlhci^ saye, t&t about 
a quarfor past ten o’ciMic, sm wbs in 
Sal]»bdr3!fs (tbe Duke’s Steward) si^g- 

rqooti to get R nady for the 



b« #ant^d^efQ4 idle was up 
^''VlfVShUlw '•titfrini' safH^hat tb^ Duke waa 
■‘'■*S4^*Wj|rf«>r in the molfning), and as 
^slempiying the wash-hand bason. 

'rs wpnt into his ovm room, and 
. ^ aiked him if the Duke was going 
^|S 2 ^ 4 ^sef eatiy in the morning; Selim yiasseen 
her, that the Dake^had said so 
morning, j»Qt had not .said any 
^nnig about ib in the evening. The door 
^ ofIw. Salisbury's sluing room opens 
poeke the door of Mr. Beilis's bcd-toom, 
ani^ vfll^i(|p open; Sellis was in hfs own 
^om, undressing himsd^o go to bed, he 
^tMtd off his coat anowaistcoat, and his 

BhoeB,*and thexurtasns of the^d were un¬ 
drawn, ^readj^ for him to into bed. 

Says^ that she saw Sellis undraw the cur¬ 
tain^; both the doors of Mr. Sellis's room 
swe open whilst she was speaking to him. 

Smllis then wishdtt her a good nig^ and 
shift the dooa opposite Mr. Salisl^uFy's 
roonk) but she ilia not hear whethog he 
bolted it or not; informailt says, that alter 
she had finished what she had to do in 
^r. Salisbury's room she went up to bed ^ 
ioj^rmant further says, that abopbbalf past! 
eleven o'clock she was awoke out of her** 
steeply Ann, IfjaHtgTiiiSaul who sleeps 
* iBVty?hame room with inforOimt, and was 
. th^ coming to bed, and askei^ hei; what 
sh^ had beAi i^alking about the passage*! 
so long for; fhftirmaht told her^hat it was 
not fief ;* she said it was ver^like infi^- 
ant's step, and that it was some person 
» shafikng.along in old slippers, and gone* 
iwKthe stairs pleading ^from the kitchen to 
ihe Page's room. 

. The mark ^ of MAaoAREi; Jones. 

Sworn before me, June, 1st 1810, 

J. Read. 


to bed. and Hr. SeHis HraS coddling 'ffdtn 
llis bed-room, it was iLlittie befcreeleteo, 

! he* was going dovm.ltiKrs.'fihei^i^y^tVley 
iwiabed each other ar good night p they ^ 
' oassed; the lanterfi which ,he b4t H hfs 
band was a round dark fentaniy a*bd she 
him once before itith the same 
etm but does not rdbollect when.-—In¬ 
formant iwys that she was in a room ad¬ 
joining the kitchen on Wednesday n^ht 
d little before eleven ; Mary Saxby Wad^ 
With her, and they hfijird a noise made' by 
some person in the passage adjoining the 
room where they wete sittulg, and they” 
thq|ight *Mar|aret was not gone to bed ; 
but upon going up to bed afterwards $!ie 
Tound fier a<decp, and she has not discover¬ 
ed who it Was that she heard walking 
about, all the wolhen seivants we;e then 
in bed except herself and Mary Saxby, 
and she believes alUihe^ipn also, except 
Dse whe weie oOf’with the Duke. 

• Alls Ruddock. 

Swornjtrefore mc,flst June, 18J0. 

*« J . Read. 


MidXUaex .—^Tbe Information of AnnRud 
DUCK, Kitcheamaid to his Royal High- 

ofts ^e Duke of Cumbebland. 

• 

Who being upon her oath, saith, thkt 
she has live# with hif Roy^l Highness 
about twelve months, t^at she has seeit 
Mr. Seiiistidrry a daik* lantern, it was 
about tkre^ weeks ago, as near as she «an 
recollect.~rlnjbrmant wan going up atairs 

JU— *-' 


• 

*• • 


Mddksex ,—^The Information of Sarah 

JVlLSON. 

Who, upon her oaih^aitb, that she lives 
with Mr& Combf, wifAif Mr^^lderman 
Combe her maid, nhom she has 
livejj.<m years; that Rbout the year 179^ 
(to^he Debt of^er recollection as tiWfff? 
time), she lefl'England in the service of 
John Barker Church, then of Berkley-* 
square. Esq. and sailed^ for America; a 
man named Joseph Sellis, an Italian, and 
whom she believes frbm what she has 
heard to be the same person that Itas since 
been in the service of his R. H. the Duke 
of Cumberland, went vrith them in the ca¬ 
pacity of Valet ^ Mr. Church, They 
arrived at Kew York, and Joseph Sellis 
continued in the service of Mr. Cburcli 
about a year and a half, when Mr. Church 
discharged him, siftpecting that^hesdiad. 
robbed his desk. She says that Joleph 
Sellis temained three wheks ig the servicp • 
^oT Mr. Church after the robbery, befeure 
•Mr. Church accused him, Mr. Church bav- 
in^ jammed all the servants to endedl- 
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wduribQ find<Wl^the peieoa evholMul forment saHht tbaii diril'M, 

_-j «^4 i5- — vj. I York die b^wl*titat*Jke ttiAitteA . 

peyiog his addresses to sMOf* Sft|||)iiB^ 
Komatr residing in Englsuia, aaq chjk. he * 
then kept op corrasjitondenfe wi'^bSTiC,' 
which occasioned this informed C&.'daiRl 
favourably by him, thij^king* ^ 

morrying her oe might buome 
Infoimanl saltht that s^e has beea^led 
understand that he was' liftpg in the gSt* ^ 
yice of one of tho ^yal Di^s, but did j 
n<{t bear which, and that be bed marued ^ 
and hhd children, hut she has nets? seen 

L!_•_JL^ 1-/^ _l?J_ _! • 


mitted fobbtty, a^d %1 Im assisted hi% 
Piaster in sh'doing,f witb'ont. any suspicion 
ali^htmil itponhtm at'that time, |Bd dor^j 
* in^thedimjiury'Do pelison was Vicnsed.*] 
—•^The'nahitS'ftf^r. Church were to have 
Joseph hellis,sit up fer him whenever be J 
> vient out; bat wh#n lie staid at home he^ 
used Co have his oighl'gown anU simpers 
after supper, and send Ssilis to bed. After 
,a,nH«attempts‘to find out the robbers had 
failed, Mr, Church recollected, that on 
the night the robbery was committed, he 
Jiad Sent Joseob Selhs to bed, and after .j 
that be bad fallen asleep ip the*parlour, 
and had been awoke by a noise whmh 
occasioned him to rouse himsell^ dnd he* 
then got up and went to bod ; and the re¬ 
collection of this circumstance led Mr. 
CliurCh*to suspect that Joseph Sellis bad 
come to see wlif tfaer ho was gone to bed 
or not; ancKit'was t^elwxt day, jpegrniog, 
when Mr. Chursh beard his deslehad been 
broke o|mn an^ roUnid. Mr^ ChuPch 
upon this accused Selin as being the per¬ 
son who had robbed him, but b^d no 
proofs against him except finding a 
hammer in hii pouessinn, the clawo of 
which fitted the d^m^s which were made 
in the desk. S difs answered, that he did 
not mind^Mc. Churches^accusatl^i as he 
knew himscirtolbu innocent, a«if\ p^'ear- 
^’^^bdnanry calm, and seemed to care iioth'iog 
about It. Mr. Chutch no^iveing satisfied 
with bis denial of the robbery turned 
Sellis ai^ay. Informant says, theie was 


him since die lefhMr, Churclrs service in. 
America; says it may have been six*MF 
seven years ago sioc^she fpat heard that 
Sellis washing with one of th% fioyal 
Dukes, add she has frequraUy incmired ‘ 
after %llis firom the Royal servants^hen ' 
the Prince and the Duke of York btwe 
been at Mr. Alderman Combe’s beef-sit^ 
dinars, but never could bear of hfnrby 
tha^^time; the reason ghe never mieu- 
^6i|pd the character of ^lis to any one 
particularly, was thinkingvtbatvbis mar* 
riage with an Englishwoman, and th(^ 
l^iumber pf yeais which had elapsed.«ift^ 
■'he was in America, had altered his 
racter and habiW thinking, a^ she 
never even mentioned it,to Mrs. Cogli^ 
until she told her what had happened m . 

J3uke of Cuipbeiland^ fentily. in¬ 
formant s^s that she is^ ilbt acimsinted 
with any of fhc domestics of the Bt&e of 
Cftnberland, nor any of their conneo* 
*tion8. Informant saiin, that she ne'cer ic> <, 
collects having seen a man of the 
of Ferdinand fiorzio cither*^ in America ‘ 
o/in England. ' Sarsh Wilspm. 

Sworn before me, June S, 1810, 

J. Read. 

Middlaex.-^Tbe Information of MJIrtWa 
Perkins, wife of John Perkins, both 
Servants Ito John Barnard, Bsq. of 
Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn- 
fieids. 

P Who upon hej^patb, saitb, that^he went' 
from England to live in the ntmily of 
John ^Barker Church, in Aiperka, and 
found Sarah Wilson and^Jmeph Sellis 
there, a gd she re6oliects^p;;jpreumstBnce ^ 
'of Mr. CSiirch having been roroed, and 
th9d;'S(|Qis wassreu^ of it andoterEed 
aw^ in the* manifej: Sarah Wilson Jhas 
desci^bcd it, and ndqmant further sakh 
that she hath been pt^ot^nd veiy fee- 


an examination ^uf Sellis before a bla- 
gistrate at hicw ^ York ; but nothing 
came ofi'it, as there was no proof against 
him, and SelKs was not put into any 
confineraenu This informant further 
aaiib, that ’soon af((^ this she Ifeard < 
from Mr. Philip Church that Joseph 
Seliis liad left New Yoik and was gone to 
Philadelphia, and this informant says she 
has^osK sight of Sellis from that hour to 
this; arid she l^as never since seen him. 

Informant further saith, that she hath 
often beard Sellis. say whilst in IVD.^ 

Church’s family at New York, when 
setting at tabje in her presence, Dunfo'tbe 
English King and till the Royal Fsmily, 
the,Ooyerni]Be|^t, and all Kingsy..^it isVj^ 

, pitfr thkt they weje not dt^ie awa^with; 
and hlat he sagd it m a mfst tnaliciotil’voU'e 
aad^jMiniks. Many arguments arose upon 
Hkfsi^atcbochasiDneph.m todsmn the Al- 

«iigt!%^ atiRsshe bqjliives him to have qoentfy heard JosmK Sellis say. Damn thk' 
been a very ineii^ malicious man, and jKing ar^ all the Royal Famiiy of LSag^ 
Vfl*3s infctbratd ngdfftst ihU couiRry. kft- tlpdi and she once hemd h^ say«4h%t M/' 
• * C " \ JI' ' • v" 



«b»|nul tbrvnli stese at 
■AtASi^gia ^iAg^ tiUiilQUte t>fCommo^ 
rJUttfl^^Aiiit lajri, tbtt «)« left ^cricain 
' i, atMl neVter *aw* SeUi«4j»til 




- Wn ]»tnr>'17l 

ytw* ego, when ehe first met 
Gerrard street,6he just stopped and 
J^naMcajo 4iim, site told him the nw heard 
l^ived taith* eae of Royal Fa* 
^ 8nsure]|pd Uiat ne^did, but 



n^tl 
Wilson 


110^1 Ae jjieard it VW>ni Sarah 
^msterday. Informant saysjjjbat she met 
«Uh again aboet three' years ago in 


again aixmt three' years ago 
^xfofd'ioad, ^hey .stopped and inquired 
after *eleh others health, andfjaformant 
asked him if m lived in Ute sa^ place, 

Im ^swered be did, but did not tell her 
were it was nor vrith whom he lived, he 
Aas. dressed in *plain common ^oUies 
both* times when she saw him ; says tbfil 
abe %hrd som^ tune ago that Scllf^had 
qtarrkd an English woman, but does. Ant 
recollect-who# told her, or how or when 
heard it; says she thought him a vet^ 
SM^perman to live in the Royal Family, 

Du^that-she Ibrboic to mention what she* 
his chiraclcranifhauduct, bccayse 
btf^aw’married an Englishwoman, and 
jhf <It<I not like to-do him an injury,«nd 
«1^ l^eVl <hat from 4>e circum'vtanre the --Dalce 
his having Connected himself with mi sa{^s, that 
En^ish woman that his mauaci^and «lia- ' ~ 

racter wt-ie altered, and does not tlftnk 
that sshe should havn* mt ntioned it now 
HlfiSatah Wilson had not called upon her 
to do it. Intuunaut *n^th that knowing 
the former character* of Jostpl^ Seijis 
she was not so much surprised as she 
would otherwise have been, had she uouj 
known it, when «he was told what had 
hajmened on Thursday last in the Duke 
of ^mberland’s family. 

M^nTHA Perkins. 

Sworn before me, Jui.e 3,1810. 

/ J. Read. 


lHiddtesBx.‘-‘The InforipatSon of IS.OBtR'f 
Lu-tman, of 'Norton street, Fitzroy- 
^uare^ChccseinongCg . 

Who be^2gUy?on taia^ath saith, that he j 
kneg^dwph^dlin, «j(ho lived* eivitli Im, 

Highness tAc Duke of Cuihberland, 
niffi has known him^ about fifteen y^ars. 
iniormant says weo vvhs living with 
i|Ir. Gh«rch,'«in the*character of groom. 

^|idr. Church then lived in Sackvj^le-strdiBtiJ 

^Ifo* was ihea out of place, apd jbere*] . , 

Fnencb cook and a French Jbiitler*|^^ nxissi^, Mai Ndne an aher after it 


‘-“PWP 

Mr. Cfaarch’a ftnnftyr AliiWflii' 

^isit them, and jn&rwent in thtti mnn^. 
'.hecama acquainted idAtkhUn.' Mr>Chvr<!hi 
qoaoved^o Berkeley--sqaare, aniL^dniae* 
pwlrds went out tqiAmerica. W%ilat 
Cnnrt^h lived in Berkeley-sqiisi^, Sell is' 
camn to live with him sl^ nis valet, and in 
tl^e month of March, 1797, went with the 
ftmijr America, alid continued in 
Mr, Cbttrch's service at New- York until 
the latter end of the year 1798. Intorjpank 
says that a person, named Ann Wilsnn, 
was at that time living with Mr. Church, 
and Martha Williams, who has since majj; 
rie4 a naan.named John Perkins. Jo* 
foftnant says that he does not tliink there' 
could^ave.been a man inore dTsafircted to 
the Government of this country thaoSellis 
was, and -also tco the Royal Family. Hd 
has beard SeJlis frequeutly say. Damn the 
King and the RoyaM^mily, and once 
heard hpn say * mrftNhe man who 

bad thrown the stones at his Majesty as ho 
was goiqg to the Ilkuse of Commons. lo¬ 
be vgas nev 


formant'says bev^as n^ver sten Seilia 
since he left Mr. Church's service in 
Afhcrica. Says that about five years ago 
^owph Orpwood) a fellow servant of his; 
whom he lived w^H^'at Mr. Church's, 
called upon him, cmkI Ibid informant that 
he had ^eti Selift, and ttat htMived with 
of Cuntbcrimil. Informaut 
he (»y.))r(sscdrgicat surpmaWliP* 
Jo>e{ih OriiWtIod that such a rascal as 
Sellis could get to l-vc wilii the Duke of 
Cumberland, and wondered could 

have given him acharicter, thii inf u'liiant 
believing him to be « "very jUnfii man, 
from htbdisatleclerl characUr, In live with 
any of the Royal Family. Informant 
says, that Sell-'s was suspected of having 
robl^ed.Mr. Chu|j|:li’s desk,’ and on that 
account Mr. Church turned him away; 
and this infonnaot says, he has never scon 
him since, but he Ix'heves him to be the 
same Joseph Sclhsiwlio has lived V^ith his 
Royal Highness the Duke^of CifflberTand, 
Robert Lv«man. . 
Sworn before me, June 810. 

• ■ J. Read. 

^J^dlesex<-^Thjb further Information of 
, . . Sahati Vari-ey, Housemaid. * *. 

• v"* ^ • • • 

Who beingi|||^on tier oitb, saith, that; 

abotft eight of nine nioTitbs ago, w^ifh Mr. 
Imras was living with the Duke sa-. 
panity of steward, she missdil a pgk er tMb 
was belonging to t||e page’s^tCffi^ fooaa • 
ibr several dayi, mid jd|irj|a* the Time it 



l^LTriCil * 



thfte or four «i}(l she coi^ld give 'no^ 
accoont o(it. 
days after 

making i^e bed of (he page in Jfaitin£ 
and pullwg oot the bedtteadt a pflcer f<|ll 
from bc^M iKe bed, and thiun it fell 
upon her moh; it either fell upon her 
foot or on (he floor, she cannot rewlieft 
which. She saysSfaat she pickiS^ ^ up, 
and placed it in the page’s sittirig-room, 
heK'it belonged. She does not recol. 
lect whether siie (old Mr. Neale thdt bhe 
fliQtid* the poker again, oi whether he 
asked her aboijt it, but she is very sore 
th^t there was some conversation betw^n 
her and Mr. Neale about the paker, afiW 
it was found, but the particulars of*it she 
does not now recollect. Nothing since 
has passed about the potffk' till yesterday, 
when sii4 was in the page's siUing>room. 
Mr. Salisbui V jtj Stenard,) Mf. 

Neale, Mis.4vasi and Mr. Pauli^t da’eie 
present; something was said apon the 
bad conduct of %li IS, mhenshe recollected 
the circumstance of ihedSoker, and thought 
It right to mention it, and she rel«tea^it 
in the same w'ay she^lias lione now, and 
said nothing moie'ajy^r ;t. lufornKuit< 


further saith, that 'i^hc tiuie*..’ip Lost the 
^ker, Mr^Olii^^was iii«waitii^." In¬ 
formant fu^et; sLth th^ a few ^ys be- 
fuie, or a little tLnic after she miswd die 
‘ ptrir^iTsbe discovoied (asaivc'was making 
the bed) a little pistol wrl'^ped up in a 
small green bag, banging at the head of 
the bOdfd^hich rather alarmed her lest it 
might haVe becg loaded. iSlie did not 
mention this to aii|y one, not even to tJie 
maids down itaim, and it eontinucfl bang¬ 
ing ihefe at intervals until pretence ofhU wife, that he (Neale) 

fqrin'ght or thice weeks, and sidee thaf’ * 1 - - > --.i . 1 - - 

ttnie she has not seenait, and 'SNCSc not 
k*nots' svho took it away, nor did she ever 
'■meiitinn the ciicumstance till last night, 
when Mrs. Neale said it belonged to Mr. 

Sclllft hut before this* lime she thought 
the pi^llielodged to Mr. Neale. 

• ^ ^ * Sakab VitMEY, 

S^rn*before me, the* let Jpne 1810. v 
* J. ^Leah. 

- Information of JhmEs 
• pAur’ET,one of the Pages tojys 
dlighoess^thb Duke qf ||||pMBEftLAND. ^ 

' Wlib ^eiifg upon hisoatfi, saith,*’that 
‘l^vilb'l^t n^nt in the Page’s waiting- 
l^ale and two anaids ware 

' tbere$^odi'tni)ier,flot •recollect that any ^ ^ _^ , , 

man wiaHheiiEI t^jdea flimselfl Sarab^ I|ukeof it. ~ Jakes pAVi.Kt« 
Valley wa» 01^ maid^ and Wffpre Jime 1st, ldlQb’*». y 


'HU# 

motioned tlfl cirouinatairce of n poker 

_a__ -I ___ rSt--. Jl 


Page in wailing, and she also’said,- 
shoit time either bel^e olr after 
had discovered a pistol hangin g a t 

.V 


bed’s bead a fraaTT bag; 'i^loriiS^t 
says, thaw upbn Ij^rhu this, he 
mended it to her to nje^li^-every tflSpg 
i(he had seen, as it vws right every,<thinf 
shd* had set n should be nqjv prapelly 
mentioned, wnd soon aCterw|rdi^e fitd 
them all a ^od night, ‘and went bomt^ 
without hearing any observations bliuj^ 
made to it; and does net reip^bei;, 
’ whether^^a Neale said anjLthiiiger not 
in answer to what Sarah Vaney had^said 
about the pistol. Infoimant further oai^ 
that about three weeks ago, being in tl|e 
Page’s? waiting-room w ifli Mr. and Mr^ 
Neal» a conveisation took place apwi 
so^aming that had passed betwefp in- 
fct-iuant and Sellis in the mm-6ing ; it rce 
lated to a push that Sellis had given him, 
informant says, that he said he db^ 
pot like things done between 
earnest, aird Neaje said, Ypu don’t ^Aow 
SHJis; you have not boen htr.* tong 
enough. It then occurred to t^ .fifo^nps 
atit,*t^t hC" had oll^e seen heht/UdL 

htdd of the waiting ned,. agd 

he then told Mi. Njgale, th^tlie had*cften 
thought td mention it to him, but ba^ af> 
ways forgot it, and added that h^ was 
Lsony he had not n possession 61^ tlte 
pistol, and that if nc thout^t tfjat*lii^ 
such thing weic t|iefp then Ki^weldd not 
slytyp. the room. * Neale th< a answered, 
iftrtne prci^nce ofhU wife, that he (Neale) 
•would not sleep with.uut it, and theie is 
one there now*. Informant then saidy» for 
God’s sake fetch it out; w hich Neale ii(n> 
mediately did in thi presence o( liis^ife, 
and said, Theie if: is, and I keep that for 
my safety: it was in a ba^*—be, Neale, 
then looked ib up.in a gl^-case which 
stands in the Plage's room, au(| *(Sf which* 
^ Neale keeps the key, and'^'thif infonnant' 
believes frqpi wha& the girl mentionedi, {ast 
ni^t, that it mkst have been* the same 
yistol which she imdEeeof-iNa&le went on 
paying, tbet- as yoiiL(tbBa1iin^ th'if^jaformo 
ant) dini^Jikeit, yo^id better ^pt*ftea»' 
tion. any thing aboiasSt f infonnaot said 
afforwaiKll,^hZt,^e detested having any 
flrf-arms in hv room,*^^ if ^y tUng nf 
ftfabt sorUhippened again he would 




J. Baen.* 
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Ml^oeitteThe lafori^tion of CornI 
"I*” KR 4i<^t oge of tfte V«leto of his Royal 


Duke ol CiJftiBEBLAHD. 

Vl|<^beio£f 'upon bj? oatb, saith, that 
or ten nfoHfhs ago hia cha- 
ralQi^(j£rbeeR atta^ed by Sellis (one of 
’ th^'th^pE^eB}*bero||nhe Dyke of Com- 
bealaA,i>y caiyn0» j)iw«h^ief;• and he 
VB^I^ade «(>tl(er charges Nagainst him. 


I'which NTreTe afterwani^ inveatigated by 4 
"Cafftain^StevensoniJSlajQr Tbornton^aim [ 
^^•Watlbn^i^d ^ound to be'untrue, but 
^l||^i^standing lyhich, he-«^infornnant) 
/discowrea dh evil dispositian. from Sellis 
.tdtivar^ yim ; tfi^t be thought it right to 
, H!uig a pistol the head of bis hc^ in the 
waitii)g Page's bcd-rbom )|iit is a small 
dotbltf-barrellrd pistol, and was kept load- 


lotl 

eiwand hung in a r^d bag on the bed-post. 
*4^rmnt says the pistol is his, at^ he 
belie'^s it tol^ the same pistol as •hacf 
been 4»sp ibe,d^ by Sarah Varley in *h«r 
eMmiq;ition,*aii(l that he placed the piAof 
'‘thejc to protect himself, and says that it 
»l uff constantly, hung there until within 
.jK^hree weeks, as well when, the other 
ibpi. there as whei^^e slept there 
^himjgit^ ,beinjy the bed-rbom of the waie- 
. ^ty/ Informant further|| 
•B^rh, tpai^bou^TnCe week! ago, h^inaf 
|^pq ^0 J»it PAU^et^oneioPtlie othea pag^Sj 
)Lhat\||^ ^silked to have^the pist^ there, 
he took it'away and locked it (Fp in a cup¬ 
board!* the Page's waiting-room, where 


CoRNEMvs Neale. 

Jul^l, 1810, 

Jj 



^ProjM tAe Letters qf Publicola.^ 

Td THE RIGHT HUN, Lj{RD ERSKINE, ** 

« Naught could hi# firmness sbal^ nothing se- 
ILaseal, still actwe fur tlie comm^ weal: [duce 
?}or stormy fjyfints, nor romipiion's tools. 

Foul liinutei^dark-eforkiiig by the force 
Of se^fet-sapiiuig goil. AlUheir «d^ arts, 
Thei^hameful htmoi^ theurperfioious gift#, 


^ ip the House of Pmb, onthi^ . . 

^ Privileges of the«kiuse>«4'^iStftona, ^ 
jisynot expecbst wdMl be aa^r^ b^ an^ 
phetendin^ to be couvenanr in tn^ 
»um*and Constitution ef hia country, 
tiii^!etimons»haYe power*t# diq^hoie 


t^e written law of the luol. This, how* 
c^er, has been donp, ^d by a gentleman, 
v^ole name and Tepulatioo ^ 

(pe^a Monaiderable in. the ^fitical 
world, fllte RigMt Hbn. ,Geor^ Pbn- 
sonby has told the Hou«e o/C»mmon^ 


that they can imprison the sifbjdct at their 
own d^retion, notwithst|ading the Great 
Chatw of King John; and be saya, that 
no Judge whatever, under any circum¬ 
stances, has a right to interfere withThe 
proceedings of that House. From.the 

marked attenti^ wifli which that gentle¬ 
man's speech was received^ and the frC'^ 
qu^t dnders which were given firom both 
^d^ of, the' House, one would think that 
the Commons had made him their prin¬ 
cipal champion, ud that they were wilt¬ 
ing to rest tbeiircause, at lea8t»in the 
House, on his authority. They seem to 
have been of opit^qiLirdnt i|ift|||e power for 
whichnh^ contend could bi^efended at 
all,,Mr. I^nsonby was thefman to defend 
it. *I agiwe with th# Honcurable House, 
that if their privile^to impiison a subject 
agapiskfhe written law of the land codld 
^have been supported, ^the Right Hon. 
Genfleman wpj ’ 
them—/ _ 

, '♦StPsTgam^ 

Defcadipossent; ettadk hai 
>j*Bu^ tbe^ defence which 
' Gentleman ban, hiade is liot supportable ; 
and that it is not, 1 think I am prepared to 
shew, in a few lemarks whitb 1 beg to 
lubmit to Lordship's consiflnatioo, 
and which, without t^nher preface, I 
trust will meet with a courteous reception. 
RtAi>.IftJiJe^rst place, then, I shall oyaervfe, 
\* ^^f^iflKth&^arliament of this country con- 


o - 

jported it for 

ile^rto 

ensa.fui8sant.’* 
e Right 


‘sista of tluke estates; the Kin^, the Lords 
PRIVILEGE OF PARLIAMENT. Spiritbal^d Teri^oral, and the Com¬ 


mons *. These three estates, united to- 

* I am aware it ijL contended by some, 
that the Court of Parliament coaeii^ of 
the King'sj^mesty, as sittiite ther eJn h is 
Roypl capac^y, a^ of tan thiee^s-' 
(Bites of the remlb,*^ which, say they, 
ire^the Nobility, Clergy, and Com- 
moofU^ andf they .add) " the l^ing 



gone about to make thp^KingsaiM ^ 
iree estates are mistokea.", Butuyg 
i tijB ia iwi hle^ 
itaalfnd'^Bi. 
one estate.'* 
Chsiitha^lgk 


have _ 
the three 
^doctrine is not, I conwiv? 
this day j for "th^Lofus 
’ ’ are now in r^af*“ 

Iyer 60 .) Air 



»}85] 


POIiTICAl. lUEGiSTEK. 


and in^^wndpnt)/ one of anoti 
can neui^';;ma4(e nor unmake 


E ether, aitd co^sidnsed as on;(» aggregate 
ody, are omnipot^;, that is, ihey“caA 
make'layr; i^d that .which is law, they 
can mdlie no 4w; but taken st^rat^ly,^ 

r, they'" 
laws j for 

the con^eilt^<6f all three is required to 
every act to bind the subject. Thi# is alte 
true constitution of England ; and uhere- 
fore no written law which is now in ex¬ 
istence, can be repealed otherwise than 
with, the concurrence of tbo King, the 
Lords, and tlie Comhions/ But, says the 
flight Hon. Gantieihkn, we (the House of 
Commons) have a p-rivilega to SnSpVwon 
and punish at our own discretion ^ w^q. 
not care for an Act of Parliament, which 
dtNtlares, that ^ no mag shall be impri¬ 
soned or ptit to death without the inter- 
Tention ^ a Jury j” we can break down 
that barrigy^ j i yiW' ^^jll break it down, 
gnd when we have done .so, tiers' is no 
power upon e^to that can dill us to 
account; we rare ‘^the sole judges* of 
our own privileges-f-the sole jurlges of 
what those privileges arer—the solt^jui^ges 
of the extent (oul 
extent!) to wh'v 


be carried 
manner 



ol'serve, my I.ords the 
i thrae‘privileges ai^ tb 
Ash soljev^'^ .’'cs.^of the 
pfivii'.^es are 


“ there (wems to b? no rqason^ to ^ 
doubt, but that ailiy Act 8*1^118 day would 
be valid, though ail the temporal Lords or 
all the spiritual Lords were absent.^’ 
Blaok^^'.e, vol. i. p. 155.) My Lord HoIV 
very justly observes, that *• neither House 
of Parliament, nor both Houses jointly^, 
can dispose of the liberty of the or 

property of, the subject; for 


necessity of their sevefal conci^enbe.s to 
such acts, that the great security of the 
liberty of-the aobject consists.'' {2 Kaym. 
1112.) In January, ) 848, the Commons 
pas^. acotb, " That whatever is enacted 
^ or declared fof l^w by the/CQjnmons in 
" PafTiament Hssetnbl^, hatx the forcf of 
larw; and all the pfopli^f this nation aviff. 
concluded thereby, although the ciqhscnf 
.^concurrence of the King or. 'f|eetie of 
Peers *' 6 r not had thereto';°'~bu^'Whcn 
the' Coustitutibn' was restored in all its 
' fermc^ it particularly enacted by sta- 
, Car. {2| c. 1. that " if any person 

'Sfban malicioosly^r advisedly affirm, that 
■ ^th pp-enher^^^hejHouses of Parliament^ 
have anj( legijii^^ewutt^rity without th^ 


vei£ege . f ^ 

be exer^sed."* Anit are really 
xne to this? .^rd (lie peopfe of.En^ 
iJind blind? Qr pre they indQfTe^nt,^ 
that diey cam disregard die decf^aiibn* ‘ 
made by the Hig^t Hoili Gendq^fi&i/- 
that the House of'^^mons alone''(^1.))- 
out the concurrence of the Kingan'^l^;^}-, 
are oronipot^mt; t<|tiry.^the»e is^,;^ing^ut . 
wKot th^ can jdrVif it.be calieif (t>e’ 
name of firivilege; Jit^e^ 

|«cP.thc land ore e^ldipped from dqvlaring.. 
wheii they do wiqng,? Wheats does-the ' 
Eight J;h>ut Ci'cniiemar^ K^a^n 4n.s 4iw''i^ 
Where did du* hnd it su d, that,the 
of Commons alone can rcpeaVifae ifrittert '' 
law' of the land ? 11* hife'rcfcrred^ to m^ _ 
I.x>id Ookp: he has cibct^Sir Mattiiefl? 
Hale; he ha^fivoured us with ei^tracts 
from Sir’WiUiam lliacksione^ but d^cs' 
any one of those wriu*rs say, clearly 
(listiijfctly, that the llbuSe of Coinmf,bs 
alonp can do away the wrkwy.i la«C-6f the 
l^id; that they can coidvic Munish 
Kift> subject at their Gvni“ dis.;i{:tion j in 
short, that tliey can dp Sny thing they * 
please, and that no court of justice in ^iv^ , 
country hjis power to judg£ of ihegijjJ' 
and to declare when they,c,>cee(f ahei^ 
pewcis? If anyone, or ei^ii 
,great -legal writers sliouU ’ 

Vhfis,<?iJhin!^=), I‘v\’ojiId v diVr-g* <0! 
,^ril |hem; for I ,kno’^‘, tifaf tb* ^ y j 
decidedly repugnant to th^Csphiti'J^r oui; 
C^.stituViorf^ and I can never fol-g^ what 
my Lord Holt (as great a lawyer |ra ever 
lived) declared upon itic hcnchf.y.ii.i|^iat'' 
the authoi^ty of ParJiamenf if nYoMK^he 
law, and as it isccil'cumscribed'j))/ lawi. So ’’ 
'"^.j/TTy be cxceejiedj and it they do ex- 
scdvtho|fe legar, bounds and authority. 


_, •«* W..nis ptti; , „ . 

pose the Kirtg must join ; and £ is in the I their acts are wroiig&il, and cannot be jus- 


.tified any more than the acts of private > 
men.” (1 Salk. 505 .) The Right «HQn, 
Gentleman must have been aware ajf this 
declaration of the learned Judge; but as 
it differs frqm his sentimenls, he wishes to 
cast my Lord^Holt in the bmk ground, 
calling' him singular; bi^i^.^be was not 
quite so siKgularas thaa'flight Hon. Gen¬ 
tleman wishes the pwple t(^ belieiic, I 
shall shew, wSen I. come to |peak of the 
^-authority whicb*^he Judig^haye to jnte^-; 
fere inmStters o^wi^legu of Pitr^oinent. 

Hbm^rable GenblfhD$dii*r^- 
thaffi^f ritiiled.^f l^rliament is a».' 
much fex'^rro^^nd’iss much within 'fii€ 
eKceiatiunmf ,Magti'ltitCharte, as any 


olirt of thc^nown law of the land 
kingi sirch incur ail thg within its .exceptions.” To* 

iudire»ofa.priaVpafc-^ ' aakyer.Vkhat the Right 
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tieman if con)|>letely * mistlken. jTA 
‘tommoJlp’ Ti^ no. jurtsdictiM 
OK^(f^fri||ill^veral yevs after the exisf- 
Ch&rta.y My lord C!oke, 
4bU blv^as.cmrried tjuantiquity of that 
highd^^*but he is quite 
iirsj^rit for the election 
^%:>^k*citiaen^,yd bujgesses, .tjfss 
yejir-jouyie reign«of King 
theSOH»l-~f^de Dug. Sum- Pari 


wilege »f ParKament. *. [IfdS 

^ssjpr’s rein,* a^d ttbis J^odus shewn to, 
j, fpproved, wd uwd> >1^ William the Con¬ 
queror, mid in the«timei of'(^is successors, 
Rii)gs ^ England, as its title >%sserts, 
^which nrtainly was added longj^er the 
Conque*, if the Modus it,) or 

transcnibed in a iurchment'AdT(%nd sent 
inte Ilf land by King Henry II. to be there 
obser^d^and that, no d^ubt, by the ad¬ 
vice of his Judges, it is very probable 


,4- Cot.\Abr^f6f. VShb b.) In the S^ifeh’Shsotne of our historians, Parliamen'fary 


<4d 


y§df o^^lijsa^tb,.. aiin. 1592, Sir _, 
Cc^c^^as Speaker of *thc JLIoose 
omnjpf, a^ he then* attempted ^ 
milTeatr iL inajjnanner which deserves 
to bet made rao^. He talked very 
nigtfly <n the^antiquity of Parliaments, 
and pf the ij^de of holding Paclia- 
mentsfsnch as it is at this day; and said he 
bmf a book, which^ ifany member desired 

-- 1 -" | youId shew- it him ; be1\pg a 

OT^^^rliament holdcn bqtortf 
the Coiftqiitestc^Btitled Modus tenendi Paa> 
Hcmentum; bntfio aooner had he extolied 
*^its ^hn^it^adtl authority in print, than 
most j iyfi cjous industrious antiquary, 
decried it to, be a late 
Id faqcVa^ot exceeding 
g Edi^ the Third. 

70S Jo 721 and 
The,J3isr 
SSr.,V^. IlakeXvill 
la'fflrmed he had seen^an ex- 
aHon thereof iy the rdTgn of King 
Fourth, said^o be sent bv 
til/ Second intir Ireland,) 
Jo be a mistake ;/and that 
. . '^^not so aActent, many preg¬ 
nant e^idenc^ of its nwclty appitof.V’^ 
throughout its ' ’ * * *** 



r> f ^ I yj' Aill 

Bishop Vshkn^ n 
nil, of I4nco^! 


.these 1 will add the observations 


^learnHl and industrious Mr. Prynne, 
naii^y, that the word Parliament was 
notill«se‘ in the Conqueror’s reign ; for, 
says he, " that word, to “express or de¬ 
note a Parliamentary great council as this 
MfUius useth ijf was never u^ed «n any of 
the ancienfRr^^ council^,4ynpds, laws, 
canons, connitu^Ohs, charters^ patents, 
writa^r otl^r recoms, nov^et in any pf 
our old historians. Inking in the reigns of 

Kings, before. 


^r Bjitish^Bcapn 
•or of ^tof^ornmi 
theTiCifqAsst, till the, 
Hhe Third;—(wd^r 
’ 2 and, therefore,' 

■ )ed with Sir El" 
pon, 


Ish I^j&^fter 
igu of KiW/Rfehry 
^n Inst. 
iaeffer^^iud'h dis-. 
d CoWBir I iinA eiL I 


Serial 
ok^Ki 
s^ree,^ 

_ , f> they 

J^A|Ujs^'P|ifHatnexits in 


or, at best, his mis^Re, £Cui 
s* ‘4hat " had this d>cen the moi 


tvrits, rolls, records, statutes, or law-bqpks, 
would h%)^e..^entilL)yd it; especially 
Stathaix^,^ FUsherbe^ Brook, Fortescue^ 
Sir Tbonfas Smith, Inward Vowell. Hoi- 
linsfied^ and Mr. Camden, in their Titles 
and Discourses of Parliaments. But (adds 
he) not one of al\ our ancient historian^ 
Parliament writs, tolls, records, journals, • 
statute^ law-books, or writers of Parlia¬ 
ments that 1 have,penfsed,-9^^ made the 
least mention of it*,, jjefore ^r Edward 
Cote voudhed it in the'PJrli.iment of 35 
Elizabethj when he ^as Speaker.^ (See 
Pryn. dk the 4th IiSlit. p. 6, 7.) And in 
hisa" Mlditional*Appendix of Records,** 
(p. 1,) he tells us, thatjn perusing Mr. 
Aga^s Abriderjiht«^^,^fr?.^ta coram Rege 
"*■ " ‘ ipts of the 

ijthe end of 
he Placita of 

11 ^ iticnara u. this Modis tenendi 
mention, iranscjjbhd by hiin, out of a'^'a- 
nuscript in Sir Robert Cotton’s Library, 
as relating to the time of Kin^Richard 11. 
And contain]^ some passages in tyr^ranv* 
cribed out oT records in .. Tnere- 

fbre Mr. Hagar thought that its highest 
antituut^Blid not exceed the latter jmd of 


iip the , of 

King’s, ^1^'ihequi*,'.*’ 
bb-Abriflgmcnt add ^ 
^lunff Richard H. 


whole iiontexSfre. ^ Khdmrd IL’s reign ; aqd so (says 

rvations of the Pryn^) tlic author’s disl^ourse of ite 
antiqdity^il^ authcAity will prove but a 
mere Utopian fancy of his own invention. 
CTo be continued.) 


1 embrace this upportuhity tcu^b- 
1^serve, thatj,a^''|o the Lavifs oY Edwajd the 
'Confessor, the^ auth eatkv* - ^^f those Tii* ^ 
^ contri»Veree37 by Ur. HickeS'. 
f|ii^)nlies. Ling, ipepten. dissert, epjst. 
95 .)T^jj ’truth, .(says Mr, Serjeatyt 
ningtoiri ^l^t were in reality the 
^dward the Confessor iS itfuch disputed 
by anjjqUarians, and j8uf iguo^-ahee of *' 
them seeips to be one of thwgreoi^-v^ej ^ 
feiJts in-J^^lish history. ^The xollectyori^ 
f La\^W Wilkius»\Wii^j»?'-'.»odytf4he«’* 
ani6.«f Edward,, ar^lgiAw* a jlbsterJor'* 
ji ignorant co^in^tiiff. (Hale’^ 

of the Com, La} 0 . B.) 

m.*. eHi. - . ^ ^ 
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‘ I ! jPaHreiit, swry otofe, in ||iort, sas- 
,* raPEftS., V * ^ feo,<ed of g ••ifh^ed witli ’(^n/Silr^ 

«. G£^i£BALSAR6AZ IP ^ thing relating 

if OrLetterfiA General tjon of this Geti'ei^ Offiher strJlfr^Jji^S-. 
the Mvtister dated whole array wit{f"^oiMshinent|^<tiff^^n 

Boim>§fi*!fifune 11, , / onl^ be ascribed to a sort of raadnc*sfa/^H/ 

** I bad the honour of commu|icating thji'GeneraJfA ihe>ipj?incij»^ ' 

to your Excellency this laorirngc by a er«p the Soldtemrc^oot %rcouA*^'*>% 
telegraphic disfmtch, that 1 had received anii* 1 am the ma|a 
cemin information that the General * of '^ying received (H)ra kHr '‘Genial the-. 
Brigade Sarrazin, went over to the enemy i^^t^positive assuran^s >f b^z^l/of hia'* 
yesterday, fhi tl&lpord^g of the 10th ta bis duty,*^^ ^.hn wi^ » 

'Inst. Gen. Serr^zi^ accompanied by a ^piomote tbs good of IfS^ajes'v's ser^'^5J' 
black servant, embarked «-at &e Uttle Tiere was no person tpo mQr^inm>‘. 
Warren, in a boat belonging tV> a fi^ei^ fatigable in his duty* enter e{l more 

man of the name of Gamier, under pre- minutely jnto4he details ^biy &mn<hnn,^ 
‘^nce of going out to filial. Having gained aud by measures he ra&pted, impress-'' 
a considerable offing, and perceiving an ed "an opinion that every thing he iSd vvaa, 
English brig, be compelled the^crew to for the good of the service. The 
put him board her assert'dg"that lie eve ^ his flight he cotnmuni^ated'to 
bad. orderato carry^p Kg of tiiKrejt H?v- Ahe result of an cxaminaKO"'.'^ Jltn'Jne w- 
ing reached tji^orig, he sen^ back the counts of the troops utfM^.hlspom&iaiid. 
boat, after having, ^iven to the ovnera Assuredly, Sir, after thesefsIRjakrtig proofs, _ 
declara^on, stat«ng,tfhat he hay^'ord'ered it was impossible to ^roct the, slightest'" 


by Ujie offiq^ 
came acqvj^iptc 


^rts. 

«hsrviv^_ 
coqjati'rsigq "I'a 


as I be- 
deserted 


<|( n a* I At 
ij;. 


to the eneiti5, pe CTc^^'rsigq tni-Hte- ^ ' V%W 

-jBd throughout me military district; strong ^ f - ** Y'v .* 5'' - 

*ghtfds and patfoles took the rodtids ^igi- CORBET 'tX Si”'*'8 A 

lantly. 1 immediately oiSered Col. Vm- ^ * 

cent, my #at Aide-ti^e-camp, and Capt. _ 

VonlSl^et, of the Gendarmene, who com- a ^ 

.maoLe.. ’ •'pblic forcej^o* proceed as V i ' , v'^ 

yuckly as -possible to the camp on the Ibb Fifteenth > Volume 'oH^he ajx e' 
i6ft, ^ which the residence of-Gen^Sar- is in the wess, and Will be pilbK..i- 

/tnz\Xk. was.,^ All his papers wep'^ec^t'^r ^^ith yill prober dispatch. All Cora- 
His two Aieles-de-canyi apd.sejj^ants were municadons will^ carefully attended to; 

. sent before the Commissary^wneral of hat it is particularly requested that they, 
PoUce,''8s.'jvell as the crew of the boat^St. may be forwarded as eafly as posaiblt^ . 
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